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CONFIDENTIAL
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20310

IN OEPiLy oadtO

AGDA (M) (5 Mar 70) FOR OT UT 694326 12 March 1970

Q SUBJECT. Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquarters, 17th Aviation

• Group, Period Ending 31 October 1969 (U)

. SEE DISTRIBUTION . cc*z•.t co;:. " , tin tbe National

'sectJon 793 ind

794. Its tr i.ý*.J oAL. o0"' ih- an,1- t o f its contents

in any mUnnnr to aý2 u rU'.hoincd purzon is proibiW d,.t

1. Subject report W 4Wiarded for review and evaluation in at.:ordanze
with paragraph 4b, AR 525-15. Evaluations and corrective actions should

be reported to ACSFOR OT UT, Operational Reports Bra-ch, within 90 days

of receipt of covering letter. ,,

2, Information contained in this report is provided to in.ure appropriate
benefits in the future from lessons learned during currnt operations and

may be adapted for use in developing training material.

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY:

1 Incl ROBERT E. c CL
as Colonel, C

Acting The Adjutant General i CL
D! STRI BUTION: 0n
•ommanding Generals 0 1

US Continental Army Command -
US Army Combat Developments Command

US Army Materiel Command
Commandants

US Army War College
US Army Command and General Staff College "
US Army Armor School r

US Army Aviation School
US Army Combat Surveillance School P'9
US Army Electronic Warfare School
US Army Engineer School LJ:';• :-.; '
US Army Field Artillery School .. .... '.:

US Army Infantry School
US Army Ordnance School
US Army Transportation School Regraded unclassified when separated

from classified inclosure.
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CONFIDENTIAL
jDEAIRj!lajT OF Tfi- ARMLf

* .EAQUAi~i"'hL% (,(fHGitu)

15 Novenber 196')

SUBJECT: Operati-onal .lio port Lessons Learned i~f IHecadquarters, 17th
Aviationl Group (Combat) for Period Endiri;-' 31 Octobuer 1969,
1105 CtY.OIL-65 (u10 (M

* ~1. Seation 1, Operations: Si',nificant ,~ctjvities.

a. (M General. This report covers the peciod 1 iiuj; 196)
through 31 Octf71-Z- and is submitted in accordance i-with M6~ 52r-5-15
and U*;L fletulation 525-15. The report i-icludes lieadquarte-'s &
Headquarters Company, 17th j.viation Group (Combat) 201st i~viation
Conipany (Corps); 58~th iviation D~etachment (Suppocrt 5 ; and the ;-5th
Medical Detachnient (0,.~) and contains certain ia~oranation not
reported by other rsubordinate units of the Giour.

(1)ete Inuin:oGop i otiuda infusion program

drctdtowards thQ reduction of' rot:-,tional humps. ibh-re has
b",n a sli:?,ht !i;up in thz) month of October 'out vd-th the c;ztra

bisg roducad.

(2) 11cplacernints: The Group recaivý;d l' 779 rxipla.cwrents in
thz; reporting pceriod as comparod to 17C7 for the, last oUairtr,
iheplacomcnts have boon arriving; prior to thz) DMIC1 of tho de-
partinZ individual. Thu monthl-.,r. rcýplacjment flow wý:s: 706 in

-uut3 523 in &,pterrmbjr arvi 550 in Octobý'r.

(3) 6tru.ngth: Tho Group strength d~elinfd during th,ý report-
ingq p-riod. Thu strength figur.-s for thej re.portcd unit's and thuL
ontire C1'rroup axe attach..ýd as inolosure. 1. Thort) is a critical
shortagc of certain maintenanco personnel,, particul'arly T.cehnical
Inspectors and sonior supe3rvisory maintenance rx~rsoann2..
Inclosure 2 lists those shortages of skillad prkisonnel that haveý
the most offect on the aircraft inainýQirncc; rat-.s.
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CONFIDENTIAL
15 ;ove!-bc)e 1V09

BU!3UCT: Operatioiial ltpcrt 1.,_ssons 1.e-arwj-c1 o. eacw.i*s 17/th
ijviation ro (Goc~bat) for Perio(. "I 31 obciv ]%,)(

F~!X ~Cs c01o-65 (±ti) MU

(4) Chan-ws 01: Comn;-n: The fol1.owinL., c'lix-Ljts cof.r~n wi;r.;
made durin,; this"i zeportin,; period:

(a) On 14 w'iptumnhor 1969 COL Blilly 'W ri;ýiL, 455-304.996)6
ansuwd comm ne. of thu 17th ',vi.,-tion Group (Corbat), Vicý. CC'.
Ucolson ,.. Maho nc, Jr., 231.-60-3378.

(b) On 22 Octobor 1969, l..J JcrorQ' D. Scott, 47'1-36-04;c4,
axsumwd comnand of~ th,ý 2018t IkVi;LtjOfl Oo..pany (Corps), vic_ J'.
=mlnd S. Holas%ýk, 472-38-9732.

Wc On 21 *~ugust 1909, CPTr Da-vid 1:1. Piu-ni•-, 538-38-2606,
assumad. co~nand of' MEIl, 17th Aviation Groul; (Ccunbat), Vic; J'PT
Joacph D. Iiibst, 310-34-9732.

(d) On 2 Octobor 1969, CPXJ Heil. 1. Jocs.;p;ij, 083-34-67ý6,
a~saem~d cc~nand of e5th Modical Dctachrxa~nt, vic,- MP Failip
D5-Mlmon-ý- OO1-30-91:jl.

(5) The followinL, chlnnges were made ~i~hin the "Group W'ti"f:

(a) On 4 1,ugust 1969, ILJ Helc~reth C. Gore, Jr.,, 440-408-54B37,
become the Group S4, vice LTrC Uillian L. ..nderson, 574-09-157e',

(b) On 12 Au,;ust 1969, U-,J John D. ,Jlbri.jt, 44;_-36--370'l,
bec~ie the Group Fliji~t Surgeon, vice ŽIAJ Johný [. Fathrmi,
503-32-6060.

(c) On zO iWuzut 19u9, LTCG Junmes J. Kelly, i19-.20Q-t422,
becam the Group S3, vice =10 Laroy P'. Stevenson, 427-38-8741.I

(d) On 26 .Lul)ust 196), LTM 1illin.m ý]. Crouch, Jr., 221-41

bac:=m the Group XO, vice LT'C Ullrich Itermr.-.nn, 1257-60-1266.

(a) On ;48 ..u-Xrt 1969, CHT Jnmcs E. Stone,, Jr.., 4&.-62-2730,
becuwm the .,st S3j vice CPT Leroy _. .ondl, 502-40-2901.

(f) On 3 September 1969, LTC David r'. TaIte, 203-12-3481,
bec'me the Group Chapla-in, vice 1-.J liod,-r B. ivundl:.hl, 503-16-0636.

(g) On 8 Sopteribiur 1969, CPT' Francis J. Str.,phenson, Jr.,
42&8S4~-8409,, became the A sst. S2.

(h On 11 September 1969., iLT Joseph F. Pullario, 345-;,-1-989-11
beeame the Group i'4sat 84, vice 2PiWilliam J. Stets, 9-8-91
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CSIWIDENTIAL
JbV&&~ms~15 November 1969

T: Opqrational Report Lessons LearnedI of Headquarters, 17th
£'Viation. Group .(Coub~at) for, Period Ending 31 October 1969,p
-KCS CSFAL-.65 (1a)' (Ui)

(1) On 25 Septeutiber 1969,ý CPT .Robert P. Dunnj, 418-54-7299,p
bew-no the lbvemeti Control Office?, vice CPT RIchard H. Sanches,
575..24,M'9. --

(3) Oh -M Octobv. 1969,0 iLT iobert C. iiice., 297-36-9044,,
became the. Pezsozvel Offier, -vice CW3- Walter V. Collins, Jr,#
256-38-013.'

(k) 'On. 23 October 1i969, IL.J Jmes I"' lawstonp 252-44-0670,
assiaud duties as YiAW cuz-jficer to G2 I1?I1.

(l)L On -23 October 1969, 11T, Jame~s W. 1.oonuy', 021-34-5765.,
became tho Group ~Asst Si, vice U.LT Robert C. Kii-.ep 297-36-9042.

c. (C) Inrtellijenca,

(1) Geoz~ral: During this rcpoirtin.., period significant changes
in the anamy order aE-battle holdings w~ere as follows:

(a) The 10th MW.. In~rantry Iegiment disbanded. The 13th
Battalion was redesignted the K.43 Loc.i1 Force Batttn.1ion. The
11lth aattalion merged writh tl~e 85th L-ocal Force Battalion anid tha
now unit was dosigrnated thp 96th Local Force Ba-ttalion. The 12th
B~attalion .19 ukow carried; as the .1ath X.~ Battalion subord~inate
to tha Southern Sub kRagion iiuadquurters. of MNilitary Region 5.

(b) WK.3or olements of the 40th 'LVI,.'&rtillury ltagiraontq the
66th NIM4 Infantry Regimanto ýin the. 28th 11%. Iffantry hegin~nt
were dropped-from tho Tri-Border tnrca -and Lr beliavod to bw
lwc-~.tcod in;Cambodiazr base areas mnar 12u Pr:nz : and Duo lap. The
changa id-:MA~unts. for this quarter-is attachud. as Inclosure #3.

(c) A',ctivity was gcnrirlly light throughout the quartar,
espacially in September aWd earlylOctobor. tlotal enmV strengt~h
in II! OozWi dropped-approx~mtely 725o

(2) ;.ir.;*,ctivit7: While £'n in support of II OTZ during
tha last quarter l7th-.viation Group aircraft wore rvportod hit
by hosti~e. porad-firoe 2.03 timas (I~uj 84j, Sop 47, Oct 72),. for
an avara o.ZA*,obft&,Mt. pr n!&ith as compsrod to 30 per month th.
provious quexor. -17th i4viation Group aircrif.t ropcrtjd bein,
shot at butwt bitl-52 timeu (iug 53., Sop 28,p Oct 71). The
raduction in his MhSfwwdby. weatkor., rýýflocts t1c;
low laval -of -activityý ospeJ4Ur3-in Goptbiubr and tho -first 28
dp~ys of October ActiviW Ineawed sharply during tho last 3
days of tha wepcrtr6. poriod with 19 hits and IS "shot at's"*

3

CONIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL
iLOhB--bC 15 .1ovc,;.bcx., 196)
SUfLVOCUT: Operational iceport Lessons Learned of hc~adcquartors, 2.7th

.ý.Viation Group (Combat) for 1-eriod Znriin,- 31 Octobo-r 196),
XCb CSeOlý-65 (41) (M

being reported in the 72 hour pairi d.

(3) Phyrsical Lecurity: There worc 11 InstallationL -Attacks
(all standoff) ruported during the quarter G~u 5, 301 2, Oct 4)
ccaiparod wiith 34 during the provious cuarter, a,,ain rcflucting
the low livol of activity during tlo period. Inistallatio~ns i.;ost
frequentUiy hit w,:re Ban He Thuot, Don-, Ba Thin and JhL'. Tx-ang.
On 15 Selztomber thia 17th i-viatioa Group Hcoadquartors assurnud
respoilaibil~ity for coordinitting tkc- deiuasu of U'11 units in L.ub
baator III, LAha Traný Installation Defense Corn~and.

(4) 50deurity Clenratices: During thj ropc'ting p..riod 59
cloaaancos havei been vat2id:--t.4, 62 U&J11A~ Ch-..cks wrdu, 25 L1~.0
Chu~cks initiaited, and 3 iSackeround Inv,ýstignatiýuns initiatod.

d. (U) Up~rations.

(1) vli,,ht Oparations: Total. flying hours %'nd ~r~~~c
figures for th~u units clru liatid in Inclosurc 4.

(2) Unit 11ovoiont: Thoro wo.ru no changje in thu units' lo-

(3) Unit lassions: Thoru havcý buan no chmq5>.s in th,, uniits'

a. (U) Training.

(1) itrny ,.viatioz ih~ Training 11chuol: -. total. of 172
,"~.LX quot:as were allocatud to tho Group and 170 wJura realloontcd
to the battalions. Two allocations wore fillod by thýý 201st
j.Yi--.ticn Conrany (Corps).

(2) s1urvival. ý4ouraso: ,total. of' 17 cuot." woro mcoivoýd
for surviv-tl cuurso~s, 11 for tho Liscape aMd i~vsion -uoursQ at
Clark. j~b Philipinous and 6 for the 'atkjr LEurvivil 'ours(; At
io&= .dFB., Okinawa. IL11 quL~tas wcoro allocatdA to tho b.,'.ttali(nts.n

(3) Hecdquartiors COMTyAny Trainiag: ,total o~f e.8 days w~r
sp~nt in rard UtrT trairninZ in subjucts as proscrib., bý UL.,
iwa 350-1.

(4) Transition Tr'.inia-g: Tho 201st ..vi .tiL-n Ccn~any (J-'rps)
complutod transitioni of thruo ,.vi-.t-,rs in thu. U-21.. drieng thu.
rapcating pu~riod. Two SlI1I s (unc. PA. !iid orw LA ) orcj4rs wjc
ma14id.ated wA ti~oy hava b..gun. tra. isit ir n and 90 dn.; st-ua&.rd-
iamtiun trainiing.

4
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CONFIDENTIAL
15 1*Jvumb,.r 1969

bU4..J-XT: CprmraticaAJj. =tpurt lss',ns l.,armn;d ý.f H%;7dqinrtrs, 17th
4,Vi,-.tin Gr'.,uy) (C.-mb-ýtt) for Phr-rid .U'adiag 31 Octobcr 1969

hC'" C: FOR-65 (0a) (U)

(1) New i~quiprnent: Units within the 17th Aviation ýIroup
(Comhat)' started receivingA 3hipments of the -'1"4-4 flight heJlmitnc
to rei;Jlace the APH-5 now in use by all Elight crow personnel.
The LdPi--4 heJ..nvt is desigiied as a crash protection device and will
provideý a :xixirum of sound attenuation andi com..fort, . total of
'1216 hejauets are; still needed within tho 17th ýx~i..tion i~rour,
(Combat) to compLete t;,.o tran-gition, from ýL. 11-5 to bkih-4.

(2) Aircraft status is attached as Inclosuxre '5.

g. (U) Orrganization.

(1) Unit Organization: -Io c~hang'e sinc'i last rueport.

(2) Station List: No c anosincQ last rerport.

(3) 1,TWi .,ction: Tho 201st j.vjcýtion Coinpanir (Corps) subriit-
ted a clr-igc to tho currunt, ' 0 1-1271). Two najor oh;.ný,ozs to
th,2 current liT01. woro; incorporat.,d in tho proposred change.

(a) Orga iizatijon. ., propossed chano; to f£or:.L tw:o sceporate
flight platoons (i~f-i / 114) was roquestod becausi of theý nizibur of
aircraft and aviators. Opwritional, procedures and i.aut~hods
differ by aircraft t,-po separate platoon. Oporati~on of two
sepaxrate platoons will incroase unit afii~i~*nd porfor~ranco.

(b) 'aintwi-ancu: The pruposod change px'ovid-s th,; unit
vi~t' ani or'gani~c diroct support rnaintonance o 2i~t,

(1) Civic ,~ctions: Th,- 17th ILG'(C) Chaplain's Fund con-
tributod 4,917.10 to tho followin'1 activities: Ov,:rbo.~s Christian
Sorvic,.;-xis Cjnt~r, tho itn~ameso Evangelical Jiluio Lumerniu-r,

idicin providod by ct. John's Luthurr..a Church in Philadelphi.-,
Ponnsylvarvia waus diliveord to Chin-l-Vion Tin-L.2nh (Iedical
Clinic) i-n i~ha, Traý-g.

(2) Conforenco: Thu Group 01hnupl~in attend(ed thej 1st

5

CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL

SWi.L~CT- Oprxartiona]. xA.Port Lessonsý Lxrn,:d of ~.cu~ti,1t
itviation Groi.p (C-ornxt) for Prxiod Lading 34. Octat~a' 1969,
ICE C&FOh-65 (ial) (U)

--vi tion 3z'i-adu Chaplains Co-Lo2e:nc_. ýn 6 - 7 Octubx~ 1969
"at Long Iiinh.

'i... (U) ,viation S&-futl,. Thu accidu.nt r-ttu f or thc; 17th -.G()
incr~jasud slightly. dtiring this qun'rt-.r. ;. pai'inzxy cnusoý of thlis
i.ncrc.ase was ivoathur. Thku c~.ixativuý .".ccid.'nt ratý p' r IjJ,QOC
flying hours increased frosm 19.9 to 20.3. Thu cida :m. i.c
for thQ quartor is %-ttachced as Inclosure 6.

J. (U) Signal.- Tho Signal 5oction, liC 7t~h A'.(c) continu,.W

to provideý r-dio, tuletypu, and t-Juhn cc -ct-ion~ orI!

Si.-tirs, ~qiun ihnt~17th AG(C).. Thui...n, 17th assit'= woepo dt
Sittalio Sucignal of sbrimcds uttndts to~ 1nstr U.vi tion 1r7td ~~;na
comuicr Cnfreceon 13to v- raspnd.v 14 Setembe 1un ia~n~its ,os w
iM'.ani 'ade byn the 17 cth r().vonios Officern,ý to he &.f,
Caibato Lgecy Okinawa,, Toh h pose oosotscotU% lf cordtion putin the

ca ibraipont wr~amithin thte 17th i .u(C). Thu lv I'I Ioi, c
iBsitanli Visits were c .tonduced.b the ls.vi onicsponne 'i_ the
017thar C.(3onfthne Avon 13 andp 1i Sectimbes of69 the suburun iste
units madethby the 17th iC(C,) . vionic Ofiersnl to1ot'.ed-

cre:ased durin;, the qau~rter and unit3 within I7th -.G(C) h:.ve :,n
adequate MIi level in -.vionics ppersonael. o~ro2 fto the 17th

A()which nad niot previously bcen retrof ited wiith the -Y_
modification are now boin.-7 modified. This jpro.rrtin aad boon
at a sitotnd still duýý to the lack Of th0 modifica"tion Wf ~S whichl
are now on hand. The 17th A()continues to iiqp,.nelr.Lru the
.ZSTOhi Fro-rcm. '.ll units; hay.:; their -.uthori0,_, d~nrity of .ZST~jt

ocquirmns~t en hand, The equipma*nt is bing usvod by nio'st un~its
on aý da~ily basis.

k. (C) Madical. The 25th Mo;dico.1 1botachmnc;nt cotatnuu54 to
provida medical support to H~Q 17th -.a(C). 1'_dic QI pcrsornnol -vid
ecjuipmnt wore .adequ~atu_ to provido 1st !chuin Aioi~l su,,.rcrt
durinkg tho pu.riod. Serious shorta-gos of orC-..-ic i,(cdic-.l p, rs:,,nJ:
in tho i-war futuro arue anticipated. 1, Dunguu opidumic occu~rrod
in I Corps during;, the period. Incruawsd p~ru;ve)n"-iuV 11'.stisrcs wr
ta!,;on throughout the Group. ik* casvs of D~n-;uc -cecurrzed in tho
Grý..up. Policios and pruouiduros rog~rding pr..x..ntivi.(* P~LciJt2Iworo; ruviQ-wed and imprový;m._nts in ýairnmnt;-.i s ,.niLatin c:~ntinue.

6
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aI
V~..U~SC15 NIovemiber -1969

LU, J;ICTz Cpar-ition:.1 Report Lassons lea.rned of' Headquarters, 17th

,~vi.L.tion Group (Comb.h-t) for Period Ending 31 October 1969,

2. Sec.i~on 2. Lesson's Learned, Commanders Obsei~vations. ?Mralua-
tILOris. aiic lwoim ~exidations.

d.(U _r.________ Cobnigftn!-.rs timininý;, and

oper-ations (2Olz~t ,vn Go).

(1) observation: The mnittoprtosficrOdt.na-
ization officer werc functionin; independoently. Tr'ininf.ý, -.ndl
stand-rdiz:Ltion prograis were conflicting vith mission operratio.-w
ozusiriG .' loss in effijicnuy in both --veas.

(2) Evalu-ttion. Gpoprtunity for needed trii;and c'urrancy
fli--hts ware often nut utilizEI~d -Jue tc l-ac~ of co~ druniatico.:.
Instru~vit tr.iia , nct(-d i;o prepar2. av-i itoi-s for rene.-1 :fLC1
issue of iristru,ocnt card~s, w-.5 lust -vhen ,issioi ivcquinu-,nt8
could lv,.ve dcubl-,ai n strux(LCýnt tr:~inin- Uiiji-i. Or.,ortuni-uy ocr
impl~montation c.-f mw. Jor st-,nd.-.rdizw.tion (tcisi~s, Yrcoedurtcsy
utc., ~ia vril-blo but nut utilizuc. in tho Qxe r, .,.ons section.

£fuCI. io:as b.jomi~ into th'n; 5sr% s i nd ~iu sup~rvisud by
th-.1 sýQp,.2rs~rincl. This 11J.zt~inwl coribin' ss.1i.tu
:.ad r. to functjc~nsL lirx.L:-.Uin, inofficioric- rA1CL lost tr.-in~in3
ti-=o. Diosornizvtion (,! nýi.z pmcci2durcs :'.ri ch-n&ýs ipill ,x-
pod--itd ad raorý t~horou,;h.

rid ~.cr. .rj ~~iti:: in -and sup~xvisý.;& try thj s!-mrno sooi~n.

(U) mm-inn: (2OTst Avn Go)

(a) Ubscrv-.tior: Oni',, ull' ,L4 :.VJ7-.tcr h-ld %~ currunt st~indard
instrumunt c-.rd. au~ti-ry w:i.;-,, rtircr- ft wu.u r trictod to Vri%
fli-hts, which c-.us,ýd soa. .;l1Ys and i<)mf1$ cn VIP fivs

(b) ZrV-1ti-tic~n: H.x'l u1'~Lifi;d irnstrumont pilcets will
thQ caabili- if i,ý! n-t. Thý.; ca-p.ýriujicu LuvJ; 1' t~ik

7



L-V&.CS-SC 15 tiovember 1969
SU13ZCT: Operational Reýport Lessons Learned of Hcadqucrters, 17th

Avi-ation Group (Combat) for Period Zýn,-ng 31 Octobor- 1969,.
pilots uC CW'FOh-65 (ILI) (U)
pioswill be- vp-radod and woather delays aiiL pre.bloms, cen be;

oliminatod.'

(c) Reconriendatizn: mn 'ictivo rota-ry wving iristru.ient
tra-ining; programn bý. established. Instrument rv.;cýdures zýru to be
discusoed and revieweod at pilo.t st.'ndnrdization !.Lnd saioty rieetings.
Sp.cial a'ttentIcn hDo, .,iveýn to, VIP missi-ons through assig-ning: in-
struaazýnt qua-litied pilets to, fly tit- mission.

(d) Cosrane, .- ctLon: The unit's instrume~nt oxaminer i.5 Uw
assi7,nLd to the opora.ti-,s se~ction arid ha~s implera&:a~ud ".n aetivuý
instruzza;nt prQ!ýraifl. SJince the staýrt of theý rrn: :r'M .frjur
standaýrd rctary win,:, instrument cards have been reneved and two
initial standard rotary wring instrument cards have been iss-ued.
Current information and pror,.eduares are reviewed periodi cally.

(2) Survival Es-cape & .iva:,sion T.rainin-;. (17t"h i~fl Up)

(ai) Cheery. .tiorn: Th t outside of as llnumber of out-of-
country EYE school trakined porsonnel, mqost .vi~tor-- do not h1v'c
:adoc.uateý traýining, in Survival, Esc~ape & ZLvasion procedlurm.

(b) Evaluation: Thu use of trained pes ;.u s unit tZ
Offloers is desirable Those. pesrsaonnl, howeveýr, have. only
recj-ved, a short cour~se in personlt, surviv.l procodures :-nd of ton
do not ha-ve, the- backcround or training aids nosstyto in-
struct othjr pcrsonnel in th.: unit.

* (c) Iwýco;xraond -t ions: Tha.t each avia-tion1 Group and/or
se-para-te ..vi-.tion Battalion requeost ani .Ar Porc-- JiungJi' Survival
Traýinijig Te-am. Thait the major aviaýtion ho~adcqu-rt ers rcquesting--
a turt sta7ke, the teamq availablo for traLining'- -nd i~nstruction dovwn
to company le.ve-l.

(d) cmind AcLtion: Ti-,..- 17th 4hvi.-Arm Group (Comb-t) £3
rojquerFt'-.d a Jun:1le Survival Tan ining ea beealc co to this

connand for va period of 30 1 y.Amsaestating the rcecu-;§t
a7nd reaisons why the, tý;xrn was dc :sired was sent en, 5 JuJ- 69 tW CG,
13th .2 .T'iV: DOOML, ..F0r 96274. 13th dP approved the; rquest

%r llocaýted two tom-is consistin., of two en.I.st.d ireitructors
ea.'ch to 17th Group fo;r twro weeks e~ach. One ca fu-r thc first
two wee,:ks in Se.pt 2ýnd the second for tho la7st two wt.A cs in Seýpt.
Upon arrivel in country the: tems5 we~re orovidud wihsecure.
cizecsrooms, a 16mm proje.ctor, blackboard, :and a '5jwa prc jector.

Casswore presented to. *appr .xi.nvmttly 12000 JtL tin pvrsonli-l
including ovir;z 500 raýte.d av'trSubj.i; ets cove;red, included:



Ah~AC±5-SC15 Jovemb1er 196)
SUBJoMT: Operati-onal Report Lessons Learned of 1Neadquarters, 17th

Aviation Group (Comfbat) for Period Ending 31 October 1969,'; SFi-5(I U
Lacape and --vasion, Jtrnje OEurviva.1, Use of Survival }ta-ios andI Equipment and related subjects. A surve-v conducted .,fter the
trrini~n, had been comipleted, confirmed Lhat the tz-airsinS had bet.n
both nterestics; and benoficial.

f . (U) Lo-:sti~s. ký-io Pouch Cal .38

(1) Observation: A standard ain~undtion pouch for the Cal

.3 8~ Pistol should be an itema of josue.

(2) Lvaluation: At present parsonnul aLuinpcd. .ith tnu Cal.

.JL.istol are -usinmý various t~, po pouchas or holaurs to carry'

(3) i-comn.endatio-I: That the US Ari.1y pxro'2uro tL stand~ard.
ainiri~unition pouch for .3r Ca.l =nisunition.

(4) Ooman,~~~ Actfhoa: 64, 17th kin Gp. (Obt) discussed procurc-
Mont of' th-u Air 2oro.:. Cartiridg3- Holder Cal .38, MIJ 109 5-819-8591
With s,.:-Plly pcrsonnul fromi 1st %.vnl UdoG, who in turn contactod
thQ Invontory Control Cuntoýr, Vietnam.. rTh. roqt~irartrit has
buýs.n proczc;.-ss, through 1CC - VA and s,ýnt to UOIU5 ior furt]hoi'
action.

g. Coi.7nunications: Shortar'u of Si.,-nal PjrsonnQJ. in 17th
.avintion Group (Cbt)-.

(1) Observation: Tha 17tih AG(C) is cxmri-rncin .a shortnak
of i;nlrrsnlwhich is bo.inn tin,. to affuot thu op,ýratiozs of
tlu7 Group ra~dio tolophonu irxl toluty-p- syst-,i. L'11:L iu of thu corps

ar~iorc-ýs ruli-inc; on this systo~i.i

(2) Sva"luction: Tho 17th A&G(C) is authoriz,;d ;406 signU-l
p,;rsonzcl and, throug:hout tho quartar, has operat,.d at a lov,'zl of
175-185 puirsonnuýl. ' bruak out of pronlshcrta.lis Uy 1103 is
attzv.ohcd as Inclosu';r' 7. Thu most critic'. shortng.2 is th: t of tho
05C IDS: Tho 17th i.1G(C) placuý.s consid~rnlul r,;liaricuý on High
Fix-qt.-zicy !-Zndio Conriurijat ions in both thc voicu ~.nd raidio tc.lu-
typ- Taodoeq. Thi oparation of .ihfrucquc~ncy r.d--io rcquir.-B

f ~qu.ýIifiud porsonnol, All comniunicatioris syst,;.-s of tis., 17th iJG(C)
oporato on a 24 nour basis and thi porsonnu-l autncoriz-1ticn pro-
vid-ýs a .iniaimum nunibor of p~xsonnol to sustain this op±ura.tion.
An,, furthu.r d&craase in pc-rsonrinJl will advý;rsu.ly :~iuT hu

ýff:..ctivjn.uss of thuj 17th ALI(C) Coramaixiic~tions 5;ystuim.

F9

f'



AVB,.B-bC15 Iiov,:nnber 1969
$UWJWCT: Oparatic'na1 aep, rt l~issc ri Loarne'. cf Hcaqu:i'tjrs, 17th

..vifti ~n Gr .up (C~iaib-t fov Puri~d T--.L;Inz 31 0ctcbýr 3-'6,?p

()zco3iý;ndatitkns: That continuoci orapbasis b,- placod on
a~siningp~jrwmncl with sigaal ZvE&'s tsglP'ii o t~

off.,.rts bu adu tc -btnin pors. niil i mliio-.
oxistiaig sh,.rtagos.

(d) Comanai ~.cti~n: Nobificati(n ca o sigivil JI0b sh rt-XAJ
wria rmdio to the SiSO, 1st Lvn Bd via mi. -it'-1:' reip~.ts, rioss !,

uld prscna1 c.-intact. Tho E~ign~al Ofiic.ý, 17th .,G(C) cc-ntin.-u's4'
m~nitcurs the signal purscennol statur to insumx pr(r-zpl-v~ liCj:.n~t
c.~f p.ursonnu1 and tc. i-Lir.tiin an cuven b21-~nc.. of~ pQ~rs aI.IQ1 tAýh-.
thcz units of the 17th -.G(C). Subcrdiaivt,. uljilt ce.--2-nclrs vix.r.-
-4j,4J.d in th%; 0ctcobor Cc,.TvmnLors C0 rd -roncc, tc. uti lizoj si7 i:.1

pom~mo-1 in simnv .. st1s

h. (U) M~atorin1. E-i;4nier C, astru.cti-n Pr',JQuts (17?th Gru;up)

(iObs~rvaticn: Cartain oaginý,r~ pr. jo.cts 1v-.v- cf i c,;d
but f!.r a variety ( f rxs. is hrcw, ant brion 'ict.

(a Zvai2uation: Pr,. joctB tha-t haviu boja pr v,;.'., f u-i-o>
nex: Construction tDimetives issued arco nct st-.rtc;!-' ti:n~
*=r nct coripleted. Tho lelaya . Pro cduu pri~rvr 1-" t: shiftintii
pr±?nritios vhich rasult i;i u.ic* i8plata,. pr.ýjoctv.

(3)~~~~~~ !%~~.ni~in ht thu cý:nstruoti..n, 1r-r j~icts ~i
iea4TravIauw1j with tho g(,i% c.-xta th so rx~ Uu tý..
a ohanro in pri-iritis. Tho just:i-c .ti- no Tcr thu pr~r.J,;cts amo

stil.U vailid and thco units cwccri~ till c-IsI~er z.3: % :isoi- a

7I',Wl 11G

as C'leriol, P'.
Iricls 1, 21 3 and 7 wd HQ, DA Cc-, anc(L-ig~

D1TIbTVIOUTIi:
2 CISWtDS,.diaC, i~TT,.: GPOF-D'1, iF0 96558
3 OG, U&.W1, ,TIvI~: SWVHC-D&Ti, ,PO 96375
2 OG, 1ST ,IN bD*,, 4Tad: LVfLLGC -0, &iPO 96384
4 OGI I ?WOLOEV, stT'±a: ..- G-J ,YU 96350

Cos Szm 40() CO, 7/17T;: -CS
GOP 'ý2jiW iB(C) C0, 201st X.

10
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVFA-GC-HIBT (15 Nov 69) let Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report Lessons Loarned of Headquarters, 17th

Aviation Group (Combat) for Period Ending 31 October 1969,
R08 GSFOR.- 65 (RI) (U)

DA, Headquarters, I Field Force Vietnam, APO 96350 8 DEC ION

TO: Commandi.ng General, let Aviation Brigadej APO 96384

1. (U) This headquarters has evaluated subject ORLL and concurs, except
as noted below#

2. (0) Reference para lc(1)(a): Last sentence should read "The 12th
Bn is now carried as the 12th Lcall Force Bn possibly subordinated to
Khanh Hoa P.U."

FOR THE COM4ANDER:

FREDERICK E. MOLLAND
ILT AGG
ASSI AG

2 - ACSFOR, DA

I - GO, 17th Avn Gp (Combat)

#1 OWIIKUMI AT l 2 VW WMA
SINSM MII t S•I M

CODFIDEhITIAL

II
[I
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBAV-O (15 Nov 69) 2d Ind
SUBJECTa Operational Report-Lessons Learned of Ileadquarters, 17th

Aviation Group (Combat) for Period Ending 31 October 1969,
RCS CSFOR-65 (RI) (U)

DA, HEAMUARTES, 1ST AVLITION BiIGADe, 00 9638 15 0EC 1969

THRU& Commanding General, United States Armry Vietnam, ATTM; AVi.JC-J;P,
APO 96375
Commander-in-Chief, United States Arry Pacific, ATTN.4 G0OP-YP,
APO 96558

TOs Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department ofi
--Arqy, Washington, D.C. 20310

1. This headquarters has reviewed subject report and concurs with the
contents as indorsed.

2. The following additional comments are considered pertinent,

a. Paragraph 2f(l), page 9 discusses ammunition pouches for .38
caliber ammunition. Concur. This headquarters, in conjunction with
the Inventory Control Center, Vietnam (ICC-V) processed a requisition
to OONUS (United States Army Weapons Command) for the Air Force car-
ttridge holder caliber .38, FSN 1095-819-8591. The requisition was re-
jected 1V the Weapons Command with instructions to requisition the item
from the Air Force. The ICC-V has requested authority from USAIW V to
order the item.

b. Paragraph 2g, page 9 and Inclosures 2 and 7 discuss critical
personnel shortages. The 17th Aviation Group (Combat) reports crit-
ical shortages in IMS's 67N30 (UH-I Helicopter Repairman), 67U30
(CH-47 Helicopter Repairman) and 67X30 (CH-54 Helicopter Repairman).
IDiating resources are negligible. USARV has approached and partially
resolved the problem through requisitions. USARV now requisitions
67W20 personnel (Rotary Wing Technical Inspectors) to fill positions
designated for fill by Technical Inspectors with specific qualificationc,
i.e., 67N30, 67U30 and 67X30. The 17th Aviation Group (Combat) has
received a proportionate share of 67W20 personnel. The 1?th Aviation
Group (Combat) also reports a critical shortage of 05B (Radio Operator)
personnel. The ist Aviation Brigade has not received inputs of 05B
personnel during the past 90 days. Thi s situation has been magnified
S.n the 17th Aviation Group (Combat) due to large rotation losses dur-
ing the same 90 day period. USARV is aware of the shortage and is
taking steps to correct it where possible. Critical shortages reported
kbr the 1Mth Aviation Group (Combat) will be acted upon as personmel
arrive. All personnel within an occupational specialty are assigned
on a pro-rata basis. The 17th Aviation Group (Combat) receives an

12
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AVBAGC-O (15 Nov 69) 2d Ind
SUBJECTa Operational Report-Lessons Learned of Headquarters, 17th

Aviation Group (Combat) for Period 1inding 31 October 1969,
RCS CSFOR-65 (:a1 (u)

equitable share of all MOS'r, and every attempt is made to maintain
equitable distribution throughout the 1st Aviation Brigade.

c. Paragraph 2h, page 10 addresses changes in LMgineer Construc-
tion priorities. The MARV Facilities Review Board is in continuous
session. All base development projects that were halted are under
evaluation by the Board, and recommendations are being made to con-
tinue or discontinue projects in order of priority. In the case of
Operational Support Construction, priorities are originally established
by the respective field force commander. If projects are halted due to
higher priority work, the project is reevaluated by the field force en-
gineer, with respect to it's degree of completion and feasibility of
completing the work at the user level. If completion is not feasible
on a self-help basis, the project is continued in an active status and
work resumed as engineer support becomes available. The priority is
determined by the field force commander,

FOR THE COMMANDERa

I.W
r CWr &GC

Copy 2d lnd Furns AI• AAL
CO, 17th Avn Gp (Cbt)

I4
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AM-D•' (15 Nov 69) 3d Id
Ui Operational Report-Lessons Learned of Headquarters, 17th Aviation

Group (Combat) for Period Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)

f ARMS, UITU) STATES ARKM, VIETNAD, APO San Francisco 96375 2 5 JAN 19,

TOs. Ckeaxir in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
00 96558

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned
for the-quarterly period ending 31 October 1969 from Headquarters, 17th
Aviation Group (Combat) and comments of indorsing headquarters.

2. C met .- follow:

a. Reference item concerning "Rotary Wing Instrument Qualification", page
7, pwagraph 2e(I)s Concur in the recommendation and command action. USARV

41g 95-25, 29 Aug 68, requires unit commanders to implement an aggressive
ad oontinuing instrument training program for'ell aviators under their
ooiad.

b. Reference item concerning "Survival, Escape and Evasion Training",
pages-, paragraph 2e(2); concur. Follow.up action is being taken by USARV
Avi*tion.

c, Reference item concerning 'Engineer Construction Projects", page 10,
paragraph 2h; concur. Almost all US engineer troop effort is committed to
the lighway Upgrade Program with operational support missions getting the
buU.of the remanin resources. Units should review their projects,
deeate those not absolutely essential and use self help where possible to
oaxplote essential projects.

FM TIM COME=:U

L. D 'AUW, AY

CPT, r
C. ]POXE A'ssi;n, .Ac•,tr~t C•eneral

17th Mn -Gp D -e
lot-An Dde



GPOP-DT (15 Nov 69) 4th Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 17th Aviation Group (Combat) for

Period Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (11) (U)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 5 FEB 1970

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. Co 20310

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed.

FOR THE COSMANDER IN CHIEF:

C. E. £80311
CPT", AGC

I 15
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UN. (c) iargo tons)

Sorties Troops Cargo ..-. klyirg
F4_T Flown Lifted Life ( o rns B 's

17th AG(c) ILIC 783 is583 i0

201st Avn Co 5,199 12,5047 35 2,920
*(58mh vn bet)

17th AG(C) 5,9C2 14,130 95 3,634

2. (U) Losses. None
* Operational results are reported as comzbined totals by the 201st

Avn Co, and the 58th Avn Dat.

!I

CONFIDENTIAL
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Aircraft Status As Of 31 Oct 1%z___

UNIT ML BD1 !,Li GOAL 1
17th AG(C) HHC 3 011-6 2 0r--6 1

S ... 3 Ufl-ThlH 3|

I u-6 1
201st Avn Co 4 OH-6 4 OH-6 0

7 UhH-ID/H 7 U-lb/a 7
1 -8'----- o

4 U-21 4

58th Avn Det 3 U-6 ----- 0
2 U-21 d U-41 2

2 UIf-ID/H 2

- 5
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L•ccident.Exlxpl-icnce for thu Quarter.

ATCCIDENTS FLYIi f ! U. [_

0 0 714 00.0

.2O1ST 0 2920 00.0

diOth f11 7 38060 18.3

.52d BN 6 36720 16.3

468th BN 7 307861 .2.5

-223rd BN 6 26669 22.4

7/17th &Cb 5 16638 30.0

TOTh.L 31 15ý507 .o0.3

i
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