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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OF¥ICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20310

IN REPLY REFER YO
AGDA (M) (5 Mar 70) FOR OT UT 694326 12 March 1970

SUBJECT : Operationa‘l Report - Lessons Learned, Headquavters, 17th Aviation
Group, Period Ending 31 October 1969 (U)

nis Coeument contains information sffeating LRe ¥ational
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1. Subject report W% ¥Hwarded for review and evaluation in azcordance
with paragraph 4b, AR 525-15. Evaluations and corrective actions should
be reported to ACSFOR OT UT, Operational Reports Branch, within 90 days
of receipt of covering letter, N

2. Iunformation contained in this repovt is provided t> insure appropriate
benefits in the future from lessons learned during curvent operations and
may be adapted for use in developing training material.
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CONFIDENTIAL

DEFARTIEAT OF IrE ARMY
HEADQUARTSKS, 17TH AVIATION GROLP (CONBAL)
LTO San Francisco 96240

15 November 1969

SUBJLCT: Operational Report Lessens Learned »f leadcuarters, 17th

Aviation Group (Combai) for Period Ending 31 Cetouver 1969,
WS CuFON~65 (xd) (U)

SuB DIST:IBUTION

l., Seeotion 1, Operations: S8i nificant nclivities.

a. (L) General, This report covers the pesiod 1 aug 1949
through 31 Oct 1939, and is submitted in accordance with ily 525~15
and Ubi:.V Resulation 525~15. The report inciudes Headguarteis &
Headguarters Company, 17th wviation Group (Combat); 20lst aviation
Comparny (Corps); 5¢th aviation Uetachment (Support.s; and the Z5th
Medical Detachment (0.) and contains certain iniormation not
reported by other subordinate wnits of the Gioup.

b. (C) Personncl,

(1) Infusion: The Group hes continued an intusion program
dirccted towards the reduction of rotational humps. %Yhére has
boen a slizht ump in thu month of Octobur but with the edtra
inputs oi oificers/woerrant officers earlier in the year this hump
is being roduced, :

{(2) BReplacemcnts: The Group recaived 1779 replecoments in
the roporting period as compared to 17€7 for the last quartor,
Heplacoments have boen arriving prior to the DEl0S of the do-
parting individual, The monthl: roplacoment flow was: 700 in
suzust, 523 in Soptumber and 550 in October,.

(3) OStrongth: The Group strength declined during the roeport-
ing porieds The strongth figur.s for the reportud units and thu
cntire sroup are attoeh.d as inclesurc 1, Thers is a critical
shortage of ccrtain maintenance personncl, particularly Toechnical
Inspectors and senlor supsrvisory maintencnce porsoinncl,

Inclosure 2 lists thase shortages of skilled personnel that have
the most cffect on the aireraft maintenancc rat.s,

FeR or vr

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
Iéicclioysugea é 1 DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
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&TB.LChb=5C 15 Lovember 1969

SVGJLCT:  Orverational twpert essons learnnd of Headgu.aters, 1l7th
aviation droun (Combat) for Period Snaiin: 21 October 1369,
W08 CSFQI~65 (#1) (V)

«r

(4) Chanzes or Commnd: The follawin:, cianes of carpi.ng wirs
made dwrin: this reporting pericd:

(a) ¢n 14 September 1969 COL Billy ite Wrigzht, L55-30-14990,
assunod commanc of the 17th iviation Group (Corbat), vicu CCu
tlolson ie Mahone, Jr., 231-50-3378,

(b) On 22 October 1969, il.J Jeromy D. Scott, A477-36-OkLzl,
assuncd cormand of the 201st Lvintion Coapany (Corps), vie.s v
iionnla 8. Holasuk, 472-38-9732,

(e) On 21 august 1569, CPT David 8. licnis, 538-38-2006,
assuncd commznd of FHC, 17th iviation Group (Ccmbat), vic: <ifi
Joscph D, Hibst, 310-34-9732.

(d) On 2 Octobor 1967, CPL Heil k. Joscph, 083-34=67:<6,
assumcd ccmmand of <5th Mediecal Detachment, vico CFY Fidilip s
Dusimones, 001-30-9141.

(5) The followiny chanzes vere made within the Group Stits

(a) On 4 hugust 1959, M.J Helcreth C, Gore, Jr., 2L0-48~S5L87,
besame the Group S4, vice LIC William L. .nderson, 574=09=157<,

{(b) On 12 auzust 1969, MuJ John D. .Jbrigut, 4k2-36-3701,
become the Group Fliht Surgeon, vice M.J John H, Fahrni,

503=32~6060,
(¢) On 20 August 1959, LiC Jumes J, Kelly, 119-20-8422,

ras

became the Group 83, viece LiC Leroy I, Stevenson, 427-38-87<1l.

(d) On 28 august 196y, LTC Viillirm . Crouch, Jr., 222-lz-3481,
becme ths Group X0, vice LTC Ullrich llerm:nn, 257«50-1266.

(o) On «8 .wust 1969, CPT J-mes E, Stons, Ji., L<,~b6<-2730,
became the aset, S3,; vice CFI leroy i. .Jond, 502~4L0~2901.

“(£) On 3 September 1969, LIC David r, Tute, 203-12-3LEl, _
bacme the Group Chaplain, vice 1i.J Hodger B. fwnd:nl, 503=16~0G36,

(2z) On 8 September 1969, CPT Francis J, Stephenson, Jr.,
426-8L-8409, vecame the sisst, S2.

(h) On 11 September 1959, 1LT Joseph F, Pullano, 345-<6~9892,
became the Group ..sst Sk, viece JFi William J, Stets, 193-28-0901.
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" WVHGB=SC 15 November 1969

BAHHJES's Opsrational Report lessons Learned of Headouarters, 17th .

SR iwirtion Group (Combat) for Period Endinz 31 October 1969,
KCS CSFOi=65 (K1) (U)

s o RRGARTRY T L L

(1) On 25 September 1963, CPT .Robert P, Dunn, L18-54~7299,
béccme the liovement Can:t.xol Otfieer, vice CPI‘ Richard H, Sanches,
STS-dmsi9.

(5) onis Octooq_r 1969, LT Robert C. Rice, 297-36-90L,
became the: Pensanml Ofﬁ.car, wice. CHS Valter V, Oollins, dre, ;
256-38-0913. ~

(k) on 2.3 October 1969, EL.J James Y, Langston, 252-44=0670,
assumed duties as liaison-Qfficer to 62 n . -

(1) On'23 October 1969, 1LT James W. Roonuy, 021-3L4=5765,
becams tho Group iAsst S1, vice LLT Robert G, Rine, 297-36=9042.

c. (C) Irrtelli’gema.

(1) Gonoral: During this reporting period significant changee
in the onomy order af battle holdings were as follows:

(2) The 10th ilV.. Intantry kegiment <isbanded, The 13th
Battalion was redesignated. the K13 Loc:l Force Battnlion, The
11th fattzlion merged with tie 85th Local Forec Battalion amd the
now unit wes dasigmt.ad ths 96th Local Forca Battalion. The lith
Battalion 8 now carried.as the 12th Wi Battalion subordinatae
to ths Southern Sub Hsgion Huadquarters of Military hegion 5,

(b) Mrjor oloments of the 4Oth iiV. .rtillery Regiment, the
66th NVi. Infantry Regiment, and the 28th NV.. Infantry kegimont
were dropped from tho Tri-Bordar acrea-and ore beliaved to be -
loc~tud in-Cambodfan base arsas naar :Bu Pranz »nd Due Iap., The
change in HVA:unfts.for this quarter is zttached as Inclosure #3.

(¢) ictivity was generally light taroughout the quarter,
especizlly. in September and aearly Octobers 1lotal enemy strength
in IX- cozps droppod app'o:d.mt.e]y 7&5.

(2) .d.r “ctivity: While i'lr.m._, in support of II CTZ dwing
the last quagter 17th Aviation Group airerzit wore reported hit
by hostils. ghoumd £iro0:203 timow (Lug 84, Scp 47, Oct 72), for
an avarage of 6@ hits: por month as ¢onpersd to 30 pur month the
previous quaytor. ' 17th Lviation Group aircruft reperted being
shot at but not hit 152 times (iug 53, Sop 28, Oct 71). The
reduction in-hits; thosch $aflsanged by weather, roflocts the
low lavel-of activity:especidily in Svptombor and tho -first 28
days of Octobur, iLctivity incyeascd sharply during the last 3
days of tho repcrting pordiod sdth 19 hits and 18 "shot at'a™

TR Y
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBALB~SC 15 Joveiber 1963

SULJECY: Operational ieport Lesscns learned of Headguarters, 17th
aviation Group (Combat) for teriod inding 31 October 1967,
(S CSH0i-65 (w3) (U)

baing reported in the 72 hour period.

(3) Fhysical security: There were 1l Installation attncks
{all standoft) ruported during the guarter (.ug 5, Seyr 2, Oct 4)
comparcd with 34 during the provious quarter, aain rcflecting
tho low luvel of activity during tle psriocd. Installations most
froquoently hit were Ban lie Thuot, Donz Ba Thina and .ha Trang.

On 15 Seytomber the 17th aviation Group Headquarters assumed
responsibility for coordimating the detense of UE units in fub
bautor III, #ha Trany Installation Lefense Com:and.

(4) Sccurity Clearances: During the reporting p.riod 59
cloarancus have been vnlid:tud, 62 US.IHd Chueks mode, 25 .G
Chocks initinted, and 3 Hacikground Investigntiuns initinted.

d, (U) Operations.

(1) ®lizht Opoerations: Total flyving hours ond perforusmacy
figurcs for tho units arc listod in Inclosure 4.

(2) unit ilovauont: There were no changes in the unitst lo-
cations,

(3) Unit lHasions: Theru have boen no chauses in the units!
missgiuns.

6. (U) ZIraining.

(1) army aviation scfvesior Training Schuol: .. tctzl of 172
«:018 quotas were allocated to tho Group and 170 wure reallecated
to the battalions, Two allocations wore filled by the <Olst
wvi~ticn Company (Corps).

(2) curvival Courscs: o total of 17 cuotes were received
far survival coursss, 11 for the Ziscape end JLvasion Sourse at
Clarl: 4¥B, Philipinus amd 6 for the ' ater Survival Joursc a2t
Ladona . FB, Okinawa. ll quetas wore alloccted to the battalicns,

(3) Hecdquarters Company Trainiang: « total of <8 days woire
spont in mond $ory traininz in subjuets ns proseribod by UL.uV
kog 350-1.

(4) TYransition Troining: The 201st .vi.ticn Cempany (C-rps)
comploted transitica of thruc awicrtors in the U~2Ll. during the
roporting poriod. Two SI¥'s (une FA. wud one w/fl ) orders wore
validatod ard ticy have bogun traasiticn and 90 doy stand rd-
Asation training.

L
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4 sVB- ACB—SC

kC& CiFOR-65 (k1) (U)
f. (U) Logluties.
(1) iew iquipment: Units within the 17th aviation froup

(Combat) started receiving shimments of the STH-4 flight helmets
to rerplace the APH-5 now in use by all {lizht ercw personnel.

The OPHe4 helmst is desigused as a cresh protection deviece and will

provide & maximum of sound attenuation and comfort. - total of
1216 helmets are still needed within the 17th ~vi-.tion .iroup
(Combat) to completo ti.c transition from i.He=5 to Sih-4.

(2) Aireraft status is attached as Inclosurc 5.

g. (U) Organization.
(1) Unit Urganization: o change sincs last roport.
(2) station List: He cianze since last rerort,

(3) nLTus .ction: Tho 2018t s.vintion Coipany (Corps) subiit-
ted a cheage to the cwrrent (T0S 1-127b, Two jujor chinies to
tae current NITU were incorporatud in the proposcd change.

(a) Orgaiza*ion: . propesed change to forn two separate
flight platoons (#y / FW) was requeustod because of the number of
adreraft and aviators. Opuratioml procudurcs and nctaods
differ by aircraft t:ps ad scparate platoon. Opuration of two
separate platoons will increase uwnit officicicy and perfornance.

(b) aintenance: The proposed chanse provides the unit
with an organic direct support rizintenance e pability.

h. (U) Chaplain.

(1) Civic .ctions: Ths 17th +G(C) Chaplain's Fund con-
tributed »917.10 to the followin: activities: Ovorscas Christian
Sorvicuman's Center, the Victnamesce EBvangolical Jivle femincry,
publishi... he 0ld Testanent in the Victnanese langucge and the
Lvangelicnl School, Orphhnage, Feoor jlousc ~nc wefujiie Cunter.
ilndicine provided by £t. John's Luthur~a Church in Philadclphin,
Ponnsylvania wes dulivered to Chan~Y¥-Vien Tin-Lanh (iwdical
Clinic) in wha Treng.

(2) Conference: Thu Group Chaplnin attended the ist

CONFIDENTIAL

15 devember 1969
SULJLCT:  Cpuraticanl meport lussons learncd -of Hundquartors, 17th

avintion Group {(Combat) for Furizd Sading 31 Octobor 1969
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CONFIDENTIAL

AV .CB-SC 19 ovempar 126y

SULdiCT: Opurational n.port Lessons Learned of licrdguitests, 1l7th
Aviation Group (Comb~t) for Period iZnding 31 Cctoter 1969,
ICE CSFOR=65 (i) (U)

avi tion Brigade Chaplains Confercnc: wn & - 7 Octubur 1969
ot Long Binh. o

‘i.. (U) .viation Safuty. The accident rate for the 17th .G(:)
inervased slightly cduring this qurrt.or. o primcry chuse of this
inere:8o was weather, Thie cuaulative necident roate por 100,000
flying hours increased ifrom 19.9 to 20,3, The accidunt cxpuriunc.
for the quarter is zttached as Inclosurs 6.

Jo (U) $ignal, The Signal Scction, iiHG, 17th ..4{C) continu.c
to provide radio, teletype, and toluphon. conunicitions for Moesl--
quwters, 17th «G(C). Guidones ind assist~nc. were provid.d o
Sign~l Scctions of subordiin:ty units to insurc tort th. 17t &G(S)
communic-tion systom w's responsive to the units nceds, Two
Comunications and Elcctronics Jdowslotters wers publisnca dwing
the qu rtore Those newslettors contained infeormition pert-ining
to Ground, Avionics, and Goieral 8 nnd E operntions,  Implo-
mantation of Da Cir 750-:49 has been accomplished s pertains to
81l Bquipment within the 17th AG(C). The 17th ..3(C) ~nd
Battalion Sign:l Officurs cttended the 1st ..vi tion Lrigede fignal
Oificars Conference on 13 and 14 September 1969, A lirison visit
ras made by the 17th «G(Z) .vionics Officer to the US/APaC
Calibration Lgency, Okinaw:, for the purnoge of coordiantin: tie
calibrotion program within the 17th u.G(C). Twelve nvionics
acgigtance Visits were conducted by tle .vionics peisonnel of ihe
17th .3(3) to the Avionics wepair Sections of the sulcruin te
units irithin the 17th «G(C). .aviomdcs personnel short--es de-
cressed durin: the quarter and wiis within 17th .G(C) hove an
adequate {ill level in ~vionies psrsomnel, adrcraft ol the 17th
43(2) vhich nad not previously boen retrofited with the CYE
modification are now bein: modified, This pro ram aad been
at 2 stond still due to the laclk of tho modification lf .s which
are now on hand, The 17th .%(C) continues Lo linplumer. the
JESTOHR Prosrome 411 undits have their authorised donsity of (SETOn
ocuirment on hand, The cquipment is being uscd by most waits
on & doily basis,

ke (C) Medical, The 25th Medic.l Deinchment continues to
provids mediecal support to HQ 17th .G(C). lidic:l pcrsonncl =nd
equipmont were adecunte to previde lst echelon redieal suppurt
during the perioed, Sericus shortagus of orgrcic medic:l persrancl
in the noar future are anticipoted. 4 Dungue epidemic oceurred
in I Corps durins; the period.e Incrcased proveniive 1..sUres wls
taken throughout the Group, e cases of Dengue cccwrrad in the
Griup. Policics and progedures reg rding provenmiiv. m.alcine
vere rovicwed ond improvements in cnvirommentsal sondbiticn continuc.

6

CONFIDENTIAL

L




|} R
—

LT RV S A,

o AL 5 PV ST | W 1 -

WVB.C-3C 15 lovenber 1969

GUidaCts  Oparation:l Report Lassons Learned of Headquarters, 17th
aviztion Croup (Comb:t) for Period Ending 31 October 1969,
LGS CSlUn=65 (1) (u)

2, Secidon 2, Lessoius Learned, Commanders Qbsesvati ons, rvalui-
Lions, sid iecoimendations,

ae (U) Perscnnel. ilone

be (U) Intellironce: YNone

c. (U) Operations: tone

Orgsanization: Combining of Standnrds, training, and

(v)
oporations (2015t avn Go).

(1) Observation: “The unitt!s operations orficer ond stndurde
zaticn officer were functionin: independently, Troining, snd
otand"rdu.ntlon Pro/irans were confllctlng with mission operntions

czusing 2 loss in eiticiency in both nreas,

(2) LEwvaluation: OCpportunity for needed training and curreney
flishts were often not utilized due t¢ laca of colduniecatio.,
Instrumont troindayg, nooded oo prepare aviitors for renewrl -nd
issuc of instru.cnt cards, wis lest vhen idesio reguircrents
could hove deubled os lastruecnt troining 1iishis. Opportunicy for
implomentation of mejor stundrrdizntion doeisicas, procedurcs,
etes, wes avallible Lot not utilized in the operoions secticn,

(3) .ecommendntion: ot nduwrdizgotion, troining, wnd operations
functions Lo combined inte the same sucvion “nd e superviscd by
the stne perscnncl.  This impl.onsntation will corbine zssocitted
wnd relited funeticne climdusting inefficicncy ona lost traiining
times Dissominction of nsw procedurcs and chrnges Uvill s oXxe
pedited ad more tinorough,

(&) Comwnd nctisa: The operations seeiisn now iicludes
straderdiastion and triining functicnse all fi_lc..a, brielfings,
na reecrces ro nnintoined m and supsr'visca by the sme swuccion,

¢o (U) Troining: (20tst Avn Co)
(1) wot-ry iing Instrumant Qualifictticn,

(2) Observation: Only uvne e avister held o cwrent standard

instrunent cord. sotary wing airer £1owene restrictoed to VI
fili~hts, which ¢~used swue “ol-ys aud 506 cn VIP flizhis.

(b) Ev-lunticn:  Hoving ruslificd instrument pilets will

cnly the ecapabildty of tue unite The cxperivacu lovel of tio

7
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5 LVB.CB~SC 15 tiovember 1969 .
: SUBJECT: Operational Roport Lessons Learnod of Headquarters, 17th

Avi~tion Group (Combat) for Period &Ending 31 October 1969,

HOS CEFOk=65 (ltl) (u)

\

?

[ pilots will be upgraded and woathor delays ww preblems een be

E oliminatoed, .

; (¢) Recormendation: an active rotary wing instruient

E troining program be ostablished., Instrument riccodures are to be
discussed and revicwed at pilet strndardization and safety meetings.
} Smecinl attenticn be riven te VIP missioas through assirning: in-
struncnt qualitied pilets to fly the mission,

(@) Comwing action: The unit's instrument cxominer is nqw
ageisned to the epernti.as scetion and hhs implomeonied n active
jnstrument program.  Since the start of the prosrom fowr
) stoadord roetary wines instrument cards have been renewed and two
initial standard rotary wing instrument cards have been issued.
Current. information and procedures are reviewed periodically.

(2) Survivel &scipe & Svnsion Trainin<, (17th ava Gp)

{~) Cbserv.tion: Th t outside of o smzll aumber of cui-of-~
country I&Z school trained parsonnel, most &victors do not have
adaecuzrte troining in Survivel, Escap: & sion proceduras,

Offisers is desirable. These pursunnel, however, haive only : j

recuived 2 short course in personcl surviv:l procedurcs ~nd often |
: do not hwve the backuround or troining aids neccussary to in~
‘} struct other personncl in th. unit.

3
E (b) Evaluation: The use of trained personnel us unit 4R
{
|

scparste wovition Buttalion request an oir Fore. Jungls Survival
Training Tonw, That the major avintion headqurrters roquesting
a tenn moks the team available for traininz snd instruction down
to company lovel,

E ; ' (¢) iwcoumond-tions: Th-t each avittion Group -nd/or
r

t

1

PR

-

L ade = e g

(f‘) GommnnG hction: Tih: 17th aviition Grour (Comb t) &3
reguested 2 Junzle Survival Treining Tesm be 2llocented te this
comand for a period of 30 d-ys, & messtge stating the recucgt
; and u.a.sons vhy the tuarm was dosired was sent on 5 Jud 69 to CG, -
; 13th &%, LTIN: DOOTL, ..FC 9627L. 13th oI approved the roquest
i ~ad 2ldoeatod twoe toerms consistinz of twe enlisted instructors
; zoeh to 17th Group for two wocks cach, Onc tosm for the {irst
‘ twe vecke in Scept and the sucend for the last two w.cks in Sept.,
i Upon arrival in country the toame werce provided witly sccure

clnesroums, o 1émn projuctor, blackboard, amd o 25mm prejecter,
Clhesss were prescnted to 2pproximnt.ly <000 -ovi tien porsonn.l
including over 50C roted ~vi~tors.  Subjects covered included:

s e S————
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AV NC3-SC 15 .oveunber 1969

SUBJECY: Orperational Report Lessons Learned of lieadquarters, 17th
Aviation Group (Combat) for Period Enling 31 October 1969,
W08 C8I'on-65 (R1) (U)

wscape and Lvasion, Jungle Survival, Use of Survival hadics and
Equipment and related subjects, A survey conducted after the
training had bheen completed, confirmed that the training had been
both interesting and bencficial,

£f. ({(u) Loristids. Ao Pouch Cal ,38

(1) OCbservation: & standard ammunition pouch for the Cal
.38 pistol should be an iten of icsue,

(2) bvaluaticn: At present personnel equinped +.ith the Cal
o3t pistol are using various type pouches or liolacrs to carry
anmuwaition,

(3) 1wcommendation: That the US Amyy procure n standard
amnunition pouch for .3¢ €2l wmunition.

(4} Commans Action: &4, 17th Awn Gp (Cbt) discussed procure-
ment of the Alr iorc: Cartiride. Holder Cal .38, FSi 1095-£19-8591
with supply personncl from lst ava Bde G4, who in turn contactod
the Inventory Control Center, Vietnam, Thy requirermnt hus
buzn preccssud through 102 - Vi and sent to COULE 1or further
action,

5. Comunications: Shortage of Signal Pursonncl inm 17th
aviction Group (Cbt).

(1) Cbservation: The 17th AG(C) is cxpuri:nein  a shortaygs
of sisnnl porsennul, which is beiuning to arfoct the opuration of
the 3roup radic tolophone wd teletype syst.ms  The sisne of tho corps
araa forces rolinnce on this systoa.

(2) Hvaluation: The 17th 4G(C) is authorized 266 sigmal
porsoriicl and, throughout the quarter, has operutud at a level of
i75-185 porsonnel. a break cut of personnzl shertages Uy HOS is
attoched as Ineloswurs 7. The most eritic-l shortng: is tht of the
05C MOS: The 17th #G(C) places considoreble rolianca on High
Frogquoney itadio Commnications in both the veilce ond radio tele=-
typ: wodos, The operation of iigh frogucncy r.dio roquir.s
qutlified personnol, all communications systews of th. 17th a3{(C)
operatc on a 24 nour basis and the persomncl autnorization pro-
vidus 2 minimum number of personncl to sustain this cpuration.

Anr further ducrease in personncl will adversuly wifuct the
offietivoness of tho 17th 4G(C) Conmunicztions System.
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AVE.CB=SC 15 November 1969

SUBJECT: Operational uep:rt Lossins Learned <f Hoadquertsrs, 17th
aviati.a Group (Cub~t) for Puricd Exiing 31 Octebur 1969,
®CS CSiui~65 (®1) €U)

(e) iocurmendaticns: That continuecd omphasis be placed on
assigning porsonnel with signal :08's t.. signil prsiti ns and thnt
offorts bu wade to vbtain pors.nael in suflicicnt numiurs to 1ill
oxlsting sh:rtazes. .

(d) Command ..cticn: Nobiticatiun of signal P05 short-:
wng rnede to the SigC, lst avn Ble via nnatlhly reprrts, riess-
anl porscnal e.atact, The &ignal Office, 17th .G(C) centin. uslw
menlters the signal porscnnel status to insure propor placzicnt
of pursomncl and to padrtain an ceven brlane. of pers miel watuooa
the units of the 17th .G{C). Subcrdinat. unit corvanders vore ro-.
sdnded in the Octoeber Corrinndors Confercnes te utilize siz el
porscnicl in signal positions,

h. (U) DMoterinl, Eagincer Coastructi-n P jecte (17th Group)

{1) Obscrvaticn: Certain engineer pre jucts hove erriw iced
but f:r a varicty of rocs.ns have not beeon complotod,

(2) &valustion: Prcjocts that have boun ~prowved, fuiwed,
ant Censtruction Directives issued arc nct st-rtoedl on tise, or
ara net completed., The delays. are dus prinarily & shifting
prirritios which result in wicripleted projocts.

(3) accuaondaticn: That the constructi.a rr jucts b perice -
icadllyrevicuw! with the gl of eroplobiag th sc swferred cus to
a ehanre in pricritics. Tho Justliie .ti-ns Lfeor the pr.joects arc
st1ll valid and tho units c.mcerae? still ecusider thoen s ndssion

‘ussentinl.

. - ////,/«/%
+ . ;l o
as Colenol, I

7 Inel . 7 B!
incle 1, 2, 3 and 7 wd HQ, DA Carpanndling

DISTRILUTION:

2 CINCUS.ilEAC, ATT.S: GPOF-DT, .PO J06558

3 0G, Us.uV, .TTH: LVHGC-DST, .PQ 96375

2 0G, 18T VN bDi, o1Ti: 4VL.GC O, aPO 6384
4 CG, I FF¥OuLEV, ATt LVEF-GC-0T, &FU 96350

cr:
Co, 10FH .B(C) €0, 268TH ..B(C)

’00. S&SID nB(G) CO, T/17TH #£CS-

€0, 223D 4B(C)  CO, 20lst .C
10
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVFA-GC-HIST (15 Nov 69) 1st Ind (U)
SUBJECTs OQperational Report Lessuns Lecarned of Headquarters, 17th

Aviation Group (Combat) for Period Ending 31 October 1969,
RGS CSFOR-65 (RL) (V)

DA, Headquarters, I Field Force Vietnam, AP0 96350 5 DEC 1988
T0; Commanding General, lst Aviation Brigade, AP0 96384

1. (U) This hsvadquarters has evaluated subject ORLL and concurs, except
as notad bslow,

2. (C) Referance para lc(l)(a): Last sentence should recad 'The 12th
Bn is now carried as the 12th Lucal Force Bn possibly subordinated to

Khanh Hoa P.U."
/ g///‘— Le g//%:/* s
CF

REDERICK E. HOLLAND

FOR THE COMMANDER3

ILT AGG
CF3 ASST A3
2 - ACSFOx, DA
1 - (O, 17th Avn Gp (Combat)
DOWHIGRADCE AT 3 YEAR JTERVALS:
i BECLASSINED AFVER B2 YEARS.

| DG BT T190.06
CONFIBENTIAL

O L




CONFIDENTIAL

AVBAGC~0 (15 Nov 69) 24 Ind

SUBJECT:s Operstional Report=Lessons Learned of Headquarters, 17th
Aviation Group (Combat) for Period inding 31 October 1969,
RCS CSFOR=-65 (RL) (U)

DA, HEADQUARTERS, 1ST AVIATION BRIGADE, APO 9638+ 15 DEC 1969

THRU: Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam, ATTH: AViaC=a07T,
APO 96375
Commander-in-Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATTuN: GPOP-IV,
APO 96558

01 Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of Fie
Army, Washington, D.C. 20310

1., This headguarters has reviewed subject report and concurs with the
contents as indorsed,

2. The following additional comments are considered pertinent:

as Paragraph 2£(1), page 9 discusses ammunition pouches for .38
caliber smmunition. Concwrs This headquarters, in conjunction with
the Inventory Control Center, Vietnam (IZC~V) processed a requisition
to CONUS (United States Army Weapons Command) for the Air Force car-
tridge holder caliber .38, FSN 1095-819-8591. The requisition was re-
jected by the Weapons Command with instructions to requisition the item
from the Alr Force. The ICC~V has requested authority from UTALV to
order the item.

bes Paragraph 2g, page 9 and Inclosures 2 and 7 discuss critical
persomnel shortages, The 17th Aviation Group (Combat) reports crit-
ical shorteges in MOS's &7N3C (UH-1 Helicopter Repairman), 67030
(CH-47 Helicopter Repairman) and 67X30 (CH-5% Helicopter Repairman),
Existing rescurces are negligible, USARV has approached and partially
resolved the problem through requisitions, USARV now requisitions
67420 personnel (Rotary Wing Technical Inspectors) to fill positiocns
designated for fill by Technical Inspectors with specific qualifications,
i,e., 67N30, 67U30 and 67X30. The 17th Aviation Group (Combat) has
raceived a proportionate share of 67W20 personnel, The 17th Aviation
Group (Combat) also reports a critical shortage of 05B (Radio Operator)
personnel. The lst Aviation Brigade has not received inputs of 05B
personnel during the past 90 days. This situation has been magnified
in the 17th Aviation Group (Combat) due to large rotation losses dur—
ing the same 90 day period. USARV is aware of the shortage and is

steps to correct it where possible. Critical shortages reported

by the 17th iviation Group (Combat) will be acted upon as personnel
arrive, All personnel within an occupational specialty are assigned
onh a pro-rata basis. The 17th Aviation Group (Combat) receives an

12
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AVBAGC=0 (15 Nov 69) 2d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned of Headquarters, 17th

Aviation Group (Combat) for Pericd inding 31 October 1969,
; RCS CSFOR-65 (A1) (U)

equitable share of all ¥M0S'c, and every attempt is made to maintain
equitable distribution throughout the lst Aviation Brigade.

¢+ Paragraph 2h, page 10 addresses changes in Ingineer Construc-
tion priorities. The USARV Facilitles Review Board is in continuous
session, 41l base development projects that were halted are under
evaluation by the Board, and recommendations are being made to con-
tinue or discontinue projects in order of priority. In the case of
Operational Support Construction, pricrities are originally established
by the respective field force commander. If projects are halted due to
higher priority work, the project is reevaluated by the field force en-
gineer, with respect to it's degree of completion and feasibility of
completing the work at the user level., If completion is not feasible
on g selfwhalp basis, the project is continued in an active status and
work resumed as enginesr support becomes available, The priority is
determined by the field force commander,

FOR THE COMMANDER:

-~ LA :;
2 L~

- CPT AGL
Copy 2d Ind Furn: Anst AGe
0, 17th Avn Gp (Cbt)
13
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AVRGC-DOT (15 Nov .69) 3d Ind
SYRIECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned of Headquarters, 17th Aviation
Group (Combat) for Period Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)

HRADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 g g jaN 19,

703 Commender in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
AP0 96558

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned
for-the quarteriy period ending 31 October 1969 from Headquarters, 17th
Aviation Group (Combat) and comments of indorsing hesdquarters.

2, Comments-follow:

a. Reference item concerning "Rotary Wing Instrument Qualification", page
7, peragraph 2e{1)s Concur in the recommendation and command action. USARV
Reg 95-25, 29 Aug 68, requires unit commanders to implement an aggressive
and oontinuing instrument training program for™ell aviators under their
command .

b. Reference item concerning "Survival, Escape and Evasion Training",

page-8, parsgraph 2e(2); concur. Follow.up action is being taken by USARV
Aviation,

¢; Reference item concerning "Engineer Congtruction Projects", page 10,
paragraph 2h; concur. Almost all US engineer troop effort is committed to
the Highway Upgrade Program with operational support missions getting the
bulk of the remgining resocurces. Units should review their projects,
delete those not absolutely essential and use self help where possible to
complete essential projects.

FOR: THE. COMMANDER :

% -~
o
L. D MUFC‘A/

CPT, AZC
Cy Furn: Assiskonn Agutant (General
17th 4w Gp
1st- Ayn Bde
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GPOP-DT (15 Nov 69) 4th Ind (U)

SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 17th Avietion Group (Combat) for
Period Ending 31 October 1969, RC8 CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO Sen Francisco 96558 § FEB 1970

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Wsshington, D, C, 20310

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

CPT, AGC
Ay AG

15
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‘ CONFIDENTIAL
OFLWATIC AL MESULLS

1. (C) ieswlts. ‘

Sorties Troops Cargo s+, -Flying ;
UNIT Flown Lifted Lifted (tons) Howrs ‘
17th AG(C) 1Ll 783 1,583 10 2, |
201st Ava Co 5,199 12,547 85 2,920 :

#(58Lh Avn Let)

17%h AG(C) 5,962 14,130 95 3,634

2, (U) Losses., None

# Operational results are reported as combined totals by the 201st
Awmn Co, and the 58th Awvn Dot '

Incl 4 /G
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Aircraft Status As Of 31 Oct 1969

O/ MT U

"3

3 Ol=6

L OH-6

7 LH=-1D/H
1 U-8r

3 Up

2 U-21

e

~J3

2 Otlwb

3 UH-12/H4
1l u-b

4 OH-6

7 UH=1D/il
L U=-21

2 Umdl

2 UH-1D/d
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accident Expericnee for the Quarter %
UNIT aCCIDENTS FLYING HUU.S RatD ! i
o
YHHE 0 71L 90,0 , f
201ET 0 2920 00.0
. i
.10th By 7 38060 13,3 !
-52d BN 6 36720 16,3
<68th BN 7 30786/ 245
| 7
l .423rd BN 6 26669 22,4
; /17th 205 5 16638 30.0
i
TOT..L 31 154507 2044
|
i
4
|
| 1
|
|
|
!
!
i
“Incl.é { 8
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