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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
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WASHINGTON, D.C.  20310 

IN REW.Y REFER TO 

AGDA (M)   (13 Mar 70) FOR 0T UT 694095 19 March 1970 

SUBJECT; Oparational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquarters, 7th Squadron, 
17th Cavalry, Period Ending 31 October 1969 (U) 
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I,     Subject  report   is  forwarded for  review a^d evaluation  in ac:otdaice 
with paragraph 4b,  AR 523-15«     Evaluation?  and  cotrective  actions  should 
be.  reported to ACSFOR OT UT,   Operational  Reports  Branch,  within 90 days 
of   receipt of covering  letter, 

2       Information  contained   in this  rep.rt   is  p'-ovided  11   injure   apptop'iatf 
benefits  in the  future  from lessons  learned during  current operations  ^"d 
may  be  adapted fo-  use   in developing training material«, 

BY  ORDER  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE ARMY: 
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^ KENNETH G. WICKHAM 
Major General, USA 
The Adjutant General 
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DEPAKTliEIir 0¥ THE AM 
HEADQUARTERS 7TH SQUADRON 17TH CAVALRI 

APO SAN FRAIJCISCO 96262 

AVBACB-GC 8 November 1969 

SUJ3JECT:   Operational Report - Lessons Learned, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry, 
Period Ending 31 October, RCS CS FCR-65 (R2) (U) 

SEE DISTRIBUTION 

1.    (C)    Section 1, Operations;    Significant Activitips; 

a.    (C)    General. 

(1) This report covers the period 1 August 1969 through 31 October 
1969, and is submitted in accordance with AR 525-15, USAilV Regulation 525- 
15, and 17th Aviation Group (Combat) Regulation 525-15. 

(2) Mission.   To perform reconnaissance, surveillance and security 
for Free World Forces in the II Corps Tactical Zone.   To engage in combat 
as an econony of force unit and provide liidted anti-tank defense.   One 
or more of the units may be placed in support of a major ground unit, 

(3) Organizational Structure.   The Headquarters, 7th Squadron, 17th 
Cavalry is located at CA11P ENARI (AR612355), DRAGON llUIffAlN, Republic of 
Vietnam, and is commanded by Lieutenant Colonel George S. Hurry.   The 
Squadron has its full complement of cavalry troops as per liTOE 17-95T. 
The Squadron is currently assigned Operational Control (minus Troop C) to 
the Uth Infantry Division, CAlflP ENARI, DRAGON iiOUOTAIN, Repbulic of Viet- 
nam.   Troop C is assigned Operational Control to the 173d Airborne Brigade. 

(a) Headquarters and Headquarters Troop, CAKP ENARI, DR/iGON UOUOTAIN, 
Republic of Vietnam, is organized in accordance with MTOE 17-98r and is 
equipped with five (5) UH-1H helicopters. 

(b) Troop A, CAiiP RADCLIFF, (BRli66U66), AN KKE, Republic of Vietnam, 
is organized in accordance with MIOE 17-99r and is equipped with AH-1Q, 
0H-6A and UH-1H helicopters.   The 568th TC Detachment and the 286th Sig- 
nal Detachment provide direct support maintenance and avionics support to 
the troop. 

(c) Troop B, CAii? ENARI, DRAGON IDUWfAIN, Republic of Vietnam, is 
organized in accordance with IITGE 17-90r and is equipped with AH-1G, OH-^A 

FOR OT OT DOWNGtADID AT 3 YIAIIWIWA«; 
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and UH-1H helicopters.   The 569th TC Detachment and the )4liith Signal De- 
tachment provide direct support maintenance and avionics support to the 
troop. 

(d) Troop C, UM Amy Helipcrt (BR9li0260), AN SON, Republic of Viet- 
nam, is organized in accordance with IITOE 17-901 ana is equipped with AH- 
1G, CH-6A and UH-1H helicopters.   The IjlSth TC Detachment and the 238th 
Signal Detachment provide direct support maintenance and avionics supoort 
to the troop. 

(e) Troop D, CAIiP ENARI, DRAGON MOUNTAIN, Republic of Vietnam, is a 
standard wheel vehicular mounted ground cavalry troop organized in accord- 
ance with IffOE 17-99T, 

(f) During the reporting period there was only one significant change 
in the tactical posture of the Squadron.   Troop B and Troop D were assigned 
Operational Control to Task Fore© Fighter, a Uth Infantry Division element, 
and deployed all combat essential personnel and equipment to BAN liE THÜ0T - 
EAST (AQ873019) on 31 August 1969, to conduct reconnaissance and surveil- 
lance operations in general support of the 23d Division, Amy of Republic 
of Vietnam. 

b.    (C)    Personnel. 

(1) During the reporting period the following major changes in com- 
mand and staff positions occurred: 

(a) LTC George S. Hurry, 178-2^-l6l6, assumed command of 7th Squad- 
ron, 17th Cavalry on 16 Sep 69 replacing LTC Calvin R. Bean, 367-28-9399. 

(b) ViliJ Robert L, Rackley, 2iil-U8-8326, assumed duties as Squadron 
Executive Officer on 1 Sep 69 replacing llkJ James A IlcCracken, I|l5-52-12l5. 

(c) li/lJ Ronald 0, llaxson, J)73-UU-63l46, assumed command of Troop A on 
25 Aug 69 replacing KAJ Richard H. Marshall, 262-liO-7929. 

(d) lAJ Billy J. Bowling, 2417-38-3016, assumed command of Troop B on 
7 Sep 69 replacing liAJ Scott T. Lyraan, 526-3li-69l46, 

(e) H&.J Tracy A. Maness, 2$B-lihm5h9ht  assumed duties as the Squadron 
Chaplain on 31 Oct 69 replacing CFT Clarence M, Brooks, 2U2-$0-1180. 

(f) CFT Samuel E, Begley, UO3-6O-6985, assumed command of Headquarters 
Troop on 9 Aug 69 replacing OPT William J. WiUdn II, 191-^0-8575. 

(g) CFT Kenneth G, Lininger, I6I-38-8021, assumed command of Troop D 
on 12 Sep 69 replacinc CFT Robert D. Brueggor, 560-60-6610. 
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(h)   CPT Henry Q# Wall, Jr., 266-7U-litJj8, assvmvod duties as Squadron 
S-2 on 16 Aiig 69 replacing UT Charles L. Campbell, 2il9-7U-6501. 

(i)   CPT Gtoy W, Fussell, 262-56-0708, assumed duties as Squadron Sig- 
nal Officer on 5 Dep 69 replacing CPT William T. Hunt, Jr., U08-60-U87U. 

(j)    CPT Joseph P. Chollak, Jr., 201-32-2170, assvuned duties as Squad- 
ron Flight Surgeon on 30 Sep 69 replacing CPT Dovid Wallack, 059-32-7791. 

(k)   W01 Alan IU Enochs, UU8-148-5762, assumed duties as Squadron S-5 
on 26 Sep 69 replacing UT Reginal Short, Jr., 3UO-32-8956. 

(2)   The followlnf; are personnel occupying major command and staff 

positions: 

(a) Squadron Commander 

(b) Squadron Executive Officer 

(c) S-l 

(d) S-2 

(e) S-3 

(f) S-U 

(g) s-5 

(h) Chaplain 

(i) Signal Officer 

(j) Flight Surgeon 

(k) Safety Officer 

(1) llaintenance Officer 

(m) CO, Headquarters Troop 

(n) CO, Troop A 

(o) C0.t Troop B 

(p) CO, Troop 0 

LTC George S. lluny 

MAJ Robert L. Rackley 

CPT Vincent J. Falconio 

CPT Henry G, Wall, Jr. 

CPT Robort D. HcCleary 

CPT jajimie A. Yerger 

VI01 Alan M. Enochs 

ilAJ Trace A» Maness 

CPT Gty W. Fusscll 

CPE Joseph P. Chollak, Jr. 

CPE Randall Ramsey 

CPT Steven L. White 

CPT Samuel E. Begley 

liAJ Ronald 0. llaxson 

HAJ Billy J. Bowling 

IIAJ Joseph A. Tobin 
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(q)    CC, Troop D CPT Kenneth 0, Liningor 

(r)   Squadron Sergeant liajor SCSI Robert K. Couch 

(3)    Unit strength and miscellaneous related data is attached at in- 
closure 1. 

c.    (C)    Intelligunce. 

(1) During the reporting period the S-2 Section activities included: 

SECRET clcaraiices validated - 70 
SECIiET clearances grrjited - 18 
SECRET clearances initiated - 9 
Ct IIFUffiliriAL clearances granted - $ 
TCP SECRET clearances validated - 11 
TOP SECRET clcarmxcG initiated - 2 
Sccm-ity Debriefings - 127 

(2) Intelligence Sunmary for the Squadron's tactical area of interest 
is as follows: 

(a)    KOITTUII Province:    During the month of August, main force North 
Vietnamese Army units such as the 28th and 66th Regiments, and elements of 
the UOth Artillery Regiment continued to conduct resupply and reorganiza- 
tion activities in their Cambodian sanctuaries following their summer of- 
fensive in the DuK TC - BEN IffiT area.   To fill the void left by the North 
Vietnamese Arn^r forces, the 30lith Local Force Battalion increased its act- 
ivities during August and initiated standoff attacks against KON HDNAHG, 
TAIIH BINH and EAK TO.   The KONTUH CUT area was the scene of the months 
rust significant activity,   Cn 25 August, KDIHUIi CITY received a rocket 
and mortar attack from what was believed to be an element of the li6th Ar- 
tillery Battalion, and on the same day, a bridge was destroyed and several 
minor incidents occurred.   These attacks were attributed to elements of 
the li06th Sapper Battalion.   Elsewhere in the province, KON KLIEAIJG Village 
received a Battalion size attack from the 5th Battalion, 2l4th Regiment, 
Documents and a prisoner attested to the fact that the 9l4th Group had the 
responsibility of protecting the northern infiltration and resupply route 
running from the Laotion Border east to the 3d North Vietnamese Arr^r Divi- 
sion location in I Corps.   The 9Uth Group was also given the responsibility 
to conAict heraaalng   attacks in the HANG BUK area.   Enemy activity decreased 
throughout KOittUM in September as the activity was characterized by mining 
of Highway lii north between KDHTUH CITY and DAK TO and sporadic village 
harassment«   The most significant attack occurred on 25 September when the 
village of TRI DAD received throe separate standoff attacks and light 
ground probes from estimated company size elements. Activity   remained 
at a minimum until the first week of October when oneii^r activity was noted 
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in the DAK PEK area.    During the 1st week of October, Special Forces olc- 
nonts nade frequent contact ;rith clenents ranging frcn squad to ccn^any 
strength.   The cnoiiy forces were identified as North Vietnamese ur Vietna- 
mese Communist but no unit designation has been obtained to date and no 
identified North Vietnnmese Army or Vietnamese Comnunist forces are kncim 
to be operating in the area.    In addition to the activity in the DAK PEK 
area, frequent eneny reconnaissance activity has been noted in the DAK TO - 
DE1I HET area, possibly indicating a renewal of an enemy offensive in the 
Tri-Border area« 

(b) PLEIKU Province:    Following the termination of the cnerny summer 
offensive in July, both llorth Vietnamese Ijxay and Vietnamese Conmunist 
main force units withdrew into their base areas to refit and rcsupply. 
During the month of August, enei^r activity in PLEIKU Province was limited 
tö harassing attacks by guerilla forces against vil^ges and hamlets lo- 
cated in rural areas.    Enemy forces appeared to bo content with limited 
disruption of the government pacification effort.   These haraBsiag acti- 
vities increased in intensity until the highpoint was reached in mid-Sop- 
tombor.   During this period of tine, villages and hamlets were subjected 
tö harassing attacks by small size local guerrilla units utilizing small 
scale hit and run tactics.    In addition, elements of the K'-631 Composite 
Battalion operating out of the southern CHÜ PA Mountains, staged infre- 
quent standoff attacks on friendly installations following the mid-Septem- 
ber high-point, increasing reconnaissance activity by elements of the Uth 
Battalion, 2k',h North Vietnamese Amy Regiment in the PLEI liRONG area and 
the K-631st Composite Battalion in the PLEIKU area indicated that enemy 
forces were once again making preparation for a new offensive.   Contacts 
and sightings to the west and northxrost of PLEIKU during the first week 
of Gctolier    confirmed enery movement out of the CHU PA Ilountains.    It wen 
also believed that the 6th Battalion and ranaindcrs of the Zljth North Vict- 
nrmoso Army Regiment would shortly move back into the CHU PA licuntain from 
their Cambodian Sanctuary,    Increased contacts with cnery forces around 
PIEI IJKOJ.'G in mid-October indicated that the 2Uth Regiment had completed 
resupply and staging operations and were prepared to initiate attacks on 
villages and friendly installations in the PLEI I5RDNG area and also com- 
menced interdiction of Highway Ik between PLEIKU and KOOTU1I.    In late Oc- 
tobt-r,, elements of the Uth Infantry Division encountered platoon and c m- 
pany adze North Vietnamese Arny forces on a daily basis.   Documents cap- 
tured during these contacts identified elements of both the Uth and 6th 
Battalions, 2Uth Regiment, as operating in the area.   Elsewhere in PLEIKU, 
the K-63I Compoaite Battalion  re-established their offensive and subjected 
Landing Zone OASIS to their firät rockot and mortar attack in more than 
five months« 

(c) D/kRLAC Provirce.'   Enemy activity in LARLAC Province remained con- 
stant with previous months.   As in the past, BAN IE THUOT CITf continued 
to provide the most lucrative target.    In August BAH IE THUOT CITY was 
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subjected to two standoff attacks frcn elements cf the K-39Uth Coriiposito 
Battalion,   Elsewhere enery activity was limited to sporadic ground probos 
in an area south of the city.    It was at this tine that attention was di- 
vcrbod to the II-III Corps border where reliable intelligence indicated 
the novemont of enemy forces into this area.   During September, eneqy ele- 
ments concentrated on haraaains outposts and villages to the north and 
northwest of BM IE THÜ0T CTTI.   The attacks on B/J^ IE TJIUOT itself ceased. 
It was later learned from prisoners that the K-39li Composite Battalion had 
moved into Base Area 7^0 to conduct training.   The K-39U Composite Batta- 
lion had, however, left behind an element to fiBrawr- the city.   Activity in- 
creased in Octooer as onery eloments intensified interdiction of Highway 
21 east of the city.    In mid-October, documents were captured north of the 
city identifying elements of the 301st Local Force Battalion.   Although 
the 301st Local Force Battalion was believed to have left their old area 
of operation,vicinity BP200900, this was the first verification obtained 
that indicated that the 301st Local Force Battalion could be responsible 
for the increased activity in the BUON HD area {BQ060330). 

(d) QUANG DUG Province:    In the II-III Corps border area, during 
October Troop B, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry obtained their first indica- 
tion of movement in the 3Ü PRANG area«   Contact was limited to ground-to- 
air incidents and sporadic observations of 1-2 individuals until late in 
the month when standoff attacks and mortar attacks were directed at fire 
bases in the area and at BU PRANG.   At the end of the month the eneLy acti- 
vity increased with attacks on fire bases in force supported by artillery« 
Also, evidence of larger concentrations of eneny troop movements were noted. 

(e) BINH DIM Province:    During the month of August in BINH DIWH Pro- 
vince, the 1st Brigade, Uth Infantry Division, continued their operations 
targeted against the loth North Vietnamese Array Regiment in their extensive 
base area to the northeast of AN KHE.    Elements of the iCth North Vietna- 
mese Anrty* Regiment have continually evaded to the north since mid-July in 
an effort to avoid decisive contact with the 1st Brigade, l|th Infantry Div- 
ision forces»   Sporadic contact with süiall size units occurred throughout 
the month of August,   Elsewhere in BHIH DINH, the K-2 Battalion, 95-B Regi- 
ment increased their interdiction of Highway 19 between the IIAIJG Y.JJG Pass 
•and Landing Zone ACTION during Ausist,   The K-2 Battalion, conducted two 
coordinated attacks on convoys in the area between the IHM YANG Pass and 
Landing Zone ACTKN during the month»and increased their mining efforts and 
pipe lino interdiction.   In late August, a multitude of APD readings, sen- 
sor activoWooB, and visual reconnaissance sightings indicated that possibly 
elements of the battalion wore moving from north of Highway 19 to the south 
on tlioir wry to their base area for resupply.   On 1 September, Ist Brigade, 
hth Infantry Division twrolnatod their operation against tlio l6th North 
Vietnamese Am^ Regiment northeast of AN KHE,   Tho Brigade had successfully 
thrust tho 10th Regiment out of their new base area and had accounted for 
over 300 North Vietnamese/Viet Conj» killed and ^000 pounds of rice cap- 
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turcsd.   In mid-September, 1st Brigade, Uth Infantry7- Division, complutod 
operations aimed at the 9$ B Regiment which resulted in nvmerous onoiny loss- 
es of personnel and equipment and a scattering of enei^r olencnts. 

d«    (C)    Operations.    (Operational stntistics attached at inclosuro 2)• 

(1)   Units Supported and ilaintenance Standdot-jns:    (llumber of Days). 

 iffH mum Division  
".73d UJM 

mm 1st BDE       2d BDE     3d BEE     TF FIGOTSR       3T' 3DE     OTHER     DCMJ 

TRP A SPz 1& 
TRP B 12 12% 
TRP C ... m~m. 

TRP D mm- mm- 

2 58 

I~ "63 

(2) Uth Infantry Division Operations Supported: 

82 
X. 
-2 

13 

9 
7 

10 
16 

(a) The Uth Infnntry Division's general operations plnn is Operation 
IHilES. The mission for Operation HUES is to conduct sustained, coordin- 
ated and combined offensive operations to destroy enei^r main and local 
force units, destroy or neutralize enemy base areas, interdict high-spood 
infiltration routes, conduct operations wherever possible with An^y" Ropub- 
lic of Vietnam and Government of Vietnam agencies to assist in the protec- 
tion of urban aroas, and to support Government of Vietnam pacification ef- 
forts and civil programs. 

(b) The Squadron provided support to the Uth Infantry Division1 s 
participation in the CI 1969 Government of Vietnam Pacification and Devel- 
opment Plan (HASHINQi'QN QRKKIT), 

(c) During the reporting period, Troop il operated exclusively vrf'...;-> 
a UO kilometer radius of AH XHE in support of the 1st and 2d Brigades, M.h 
Infantry Division. The troop was targeted against elements of the loth 
and 95-B North Vietnamese Amy Regiments« Troop A was cxtronoly success- 
ful in locating the enewy base areas, bunker complexes, and infiltration 
routes. The aero rifle platoon was inserted « total of U2 times in dcvel- 
oping situations and searching suspected enerv locations and complexes. 
The infantry brigades wore very successful in exploiting situations devel- 
oped by the oir cavalry troop's reconnaissance efforts. By or.Tplcying or- 
ganic firepower, airstrikes, and artillery, Troop A was instrumental in in- 
flicting devastating destruction on the er^my forces. 

(d) Troop B provided reconnaissance and security support for all throe 
brigades of tl:e Uth Infantry Division during the north ui August. The troop 
supported the 1st Brigade a totol of 12 dcys during the month. During these 
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12 days, Troup B developed the situation in k different locations of the 
1st Brigade's area of operation to such a degree that a decision was made 
by the Uth Infrjitry Division Conmander to conduct nulti-battalion oper- 
ations in all h areas.   All li operations were conducted and were liiglily 
successful.   The troop's support of the 2d and 3d Brigades had n, signifi- 
cant activities.    On 31 August 1969, Troop B was assigned Operational Con- 
trol tu Task Fcrcc Fighter, a Uth Infantry Division elcrnunt, and deployed 
to B/JI IU THUOT - E/iJT.   The tiission of the trovp was to conduct reconnais- 
sance, security and surveillance operations in general support of the 23d 
Division, Army Republic of Vietnam in the vicinity of BU PRANG Special Forc- 
es Canp (YU92^60).    Bad weather hampered the troop's operations during the 
entire month of September and a majority of October.   The troop located and 
destroyed ncncious bunker and structure cuaplexes throughout the assigned ar- 
ea of operations.   Host of the complexes were occupied or indicated signs 
of recent usage.    Nuraerous high speed trails with heavy recent use wero 
discovered throur.hout the area of operations.    Initially, only small groups 
of individuals were observed and engaged.   Contact rapidly intensified the 
last week of October.    During the period. Troop B inserted the aero rifle 
platoon a total of 17 times. 

(c.)   Troop C provided reconnaissance, security, and surveillance sup- 
port for the 173d Airborne Brigade during the untire reporting period.   The 
najority of the significant acitivities of the troop were conducted in the 
All LCA Valley and surrounding mountainous terrain.   Enei^r contact varied 
from small groups to reinforced company size forces.   Numerous bunkers, 
cave and tunnel complexes were discovered by the troop.    All of tlie com- 
plexes were either occupied or indicated signs of recent usage.   Troop C 
inserted the cere rifle platoon h9 times during the reporting period. 

(f)    Troop D conducted two reconnaissance-in-forco operations in the 
CAIIP EIIARI tactical area of responsibility during the Month of August with 
no significant incidents.   The troop was assigned Operational Control to 
Taslc Force Fighter on 31 August 1969.   The unit deployed to BAN IE THUOT - 
EAST with all or.:onic vehicles in convoy.   The troop x^as assigned the mis- 
sion of providing one platoon for security of an ammunition supply point 
at BAN IE THUOT - ELST and the other two platoons were positioned at BU 
PRANG Special Forces Camp as an airac-bile immediate reaction force for 
Troop 3.   The troop had no significant incidents or activities during Sep- 
tember and October« 

o.   (U)   Organization.   No change since last ORLL, 

f.   (U)   Training. 

(1) The Army Aviation Refresher Training School Program: The Squad- 
ron's maintenonco program has been greatly enhanced as a result of refresh- 
er training provided by the Amv Aviation Refresher Training courses. A 
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breakdown of allocations is included in inclosure 3» 

(2) Aviation Training; (See inclosure 3) 

(3) Special Training: 

(a) Two individuals completed the Jungle Environuiental Survival Train- 
ing course in the Philippine Islands« 

(b) One individual conplcted the Avionics llaintenance Course in QUI 
iraoil. Republic cf Vietnam, 

g. (C) Logistics. 

(1) Supplies: 

(a) Class I - Rations for Squadron eleraonis at C/JiP EIIARI were drawn 
frora the i;th Infmtry Division. Rations for Troop A were drawn fron 1st 
Brigade, bth Infantry Division at AN KHE, Troops B and D wore drawn fron 
1st Logistics Copland Logistical Support Activity at BAH HE THÜOT - EAST, 
and Troop C drew their rations from the Logistical Support Activity at AIT 
SOU. 

(b) Class II - Supplies were requisitioned fron ö8th Supply and Ser- 
vices Battalion at PLUIKU, Republic of Vietnam« 

(c) Class III - Package POL products were requisitioned through the 
00th Supply and Services Battalion and issued by the S-h to the troops, 
POL for Troop A was suppliod by the 1st Brigade, hth Infantry Division at 
All KHE, POL for Troop C was supplied by 1st Logistical Command Logistical 
Support Activity at AIT SON. POL for Troops B and D was suppliod b7 the 1st 
Logistical Command Logistical Support Activity at BTJI HE TIIUOT - EAST. 

(d) Class IV - Construction was requested through the local PA & E by 
the unit ccmnanders. 

(o) Class V - Ammunition was requisitioned from Ammunition Supply 
Points 3UO, 31*1» 1st Logistical Command Logistical Support Activity at 
Bid] IE THÜ0T - EAST, and QUI NICN Support Command. 

(f) Class VII - Ilajor ond items were requisitioned frora 68th Supply 
and Services Battalion« 

(2) Requisitions subraittcd during quarter: 

Nonexpendable - 267 
Requisitions completed - 39 
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Requisitions cancelled - 23 
Turn-ins mode - 112 

(3) L reconciliation of csll outstanding requisitions was wade i.-ith 
COth Supply and Services Battalion each month« 

ik)   Reports of Survey suhnitted - 13 

(5) Ccmbr.t IüSSOB submitted - 17 

h, (U) Cornmunicationa« Signal and Message Center Operations. 

(1) During this quarter the total raessaf-os sent and received increased 
ty 19^ * This represents an increase of outgoing traffic by I656 and incom- 
ing by 2C$,   Total courier messages decreased ty 1Q5, however, incoming 
courier messages increased by 113$. On 31 August 1969, a detachment from 
the communications platoon was dispatched to Biu'I KE THÜ0T - E/iST, to take 
care of the traffic for the forward olomont and Troop B, The entire com- 
munications platoon is operating at 90^ strength, while maintaining two 
separate communications facilities« Operational statistics are at inclo- 
suro h» 

(2) Switchboard operations indicate on average increase of 75 calls 
per day. This is an cverall increase of 1^5« The conmunicatiens platoon 
is also maintaining a switchboard operation at BAN IE THUOT - E/^T for 
forward elements« 

i. (U) Ilaterial« 

(a) /iircraft Iiaintenanco; 

(1) Aircraft ixiintenanco support is provided to the Squadron by two 
Direct Support Units as indicated below: 

mnT/Locn'ioii DSU/LOCAEILH 

Hq Troop - CA1D? Ell/Jll öOl^th DSU - C/JIP HDLLaj/J, PLEECU 
Troop A   - C/JIP BIJXiLIFF, /JI KHE 60lith DSU - C/uiP HOLLÖII/J, PLEIKÜ 
Troop B   - CAHP E1ÜJII 60Uth DSU - 0/JiP HDLLOW/J, PLLXIOJ 
Troop C    - UM mK HELIPOKC 79th DSU   - QUI 1IHDN 

(2) Because of the wide dispersion of the units, coordination of 
heavy maintenance and supply has been a difficult problem. 

(3) When Troop B deployed to BAN IE THUOT - E/iJT, a porticn of the 
unit's maintenance oleraonb moved with the troop to perform unscheduled 
maintenance and light combat damage.   All heavy maintenance, to include 
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preventiTe nair.tcnar.ee puricdics were oeeaapllshed at GAlff Elltfil, 

(b)   Voliicle Ilcintonancc:   Veliicle nnintennnce support is provided to 
the Squadron by three Direct Support Units as indicated below; 

mm: psu/LociJioN 

Hq Troi.p 62d Ilaintenancc Battalion  - PLEIKU 
Troop L $SOth liainbenance Battalion - /JT KHS 
Troop B 62d Haintenance Battalion  - HäilKü 
Troop C 5th liaintenance Battalion  - iJJ SOU 
Trc.cp D 62d liaintenance Battalion  - PLSIKD 

j. (U) Civil ISSoirs» 

(1) Gcnerrl: Ilajor areas of concentration during the lost quarter 
wore village defenses, sanitation, education and iraprovenent of overall 
living conditienß, 

(2) Operation and Training Activities: 

(a) ELDI i^OG UGO (iJl0O3366); During the past quarter the Civil Af- 
fairs team assisted in organizing a People's Self Defense Force and gave 
basic training for x^reapuns to sane. They also acsioted the villagers in 
better nethuds of sanitation and improvement of living conditiens. They 
assisted the school by supplying basic items such as blackboards, pencils, 
paper, etc. 

(b) LA SOU (AR617376): During the past quarter the Civil Affairs 
team started and is continuing the training of two nurses. The Civil Af- 
fairs team has assisted the Popular Forces Platoon in improving their per- 
imeter defenses by supplying sandbags, concertina wire, etc. They also 
assisted in obtaining ammunition and weapons (K-l6) for the Popular Forces« 
The Civil Affadrs team, working with Division G-J», enrolled a small deaf 
boy iu a school fur the deaf at Saigon» Assistance was provided the vü- 
lagors to Improve sanitation and overall living conditions• 

(3) Logistics - The Civil Affairs received support from LE TRU01IG 
District, the Squadron Chaplain, PLEIKU Air Base S-5, and various other 
fewLonents. 

(U) Civil /iffairs - The following is a list of projects completed 
during the last quarter. 

(a) Health - Plague shots wore given to pcrsormol in both villages, 
supplies iTcro given to a now dispensary, and training for two nurses was 
completed» 
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(b) Educabiun - All schools were supplied with the neccssnry equipment 
tc start their terra,   necessary repairs wore raadc to tho school builJinß aiid 
a house was constructed for the school teacher. 

(c) Sanitcvbiun - A general cleanup proerora was oonductod throuchoub both 
viHaßes.   They were sprayed with insecticide and three latrines were con- 
structed. 

(d) Food Production - 600 fruit trees were planted. 

(e) Transportation - Transportation was provided to move the people 
to tho raedical facilities and market,   IlaadJiium effort was nade to transport 
the personnel to the polls on election day. 

(f) Psycholoc.ical Operations - Ilcvies were shown on a nonthly basis 
at each village. 

([>;)   Other - Cünstsucted U gates with archways at various needed loca- 
tions such as entrance to Popular Force compound, entrance to school, 
entrances to villages. 

k.    (U)   Accident Prevention. 

(1) The accident rate (per 100,000 flyinf: hours) was 29*$ for this 
qvurter. 

(2) Accident rate statistics for this quarter are as follows: 

imra.       TOTAL FLIIM} HOURS    MMBER OF ACCIDEHTS     RJJE 

August 63U2 2 31.51l 
öeptauber $353 3 56.00 
October $226 0 00.00 

(3)   Accident Summary for Quarter by Konth: 

(a)   August:   Two accidents. 

1. 6 August 1969, AH-10, aircraft //67-l553$, Hajor: 

Pilot was covering a combat assault insertion.   Upon climbout from 
gun run, tho cockpit began to fill with smoke and RP1I deteriorated rapidly. 
The pilot executed a forced, landing, however tho tail boom was severed on 
touchdown. 

2. 13 August 1969, 0H-6A, aircraft #67-l6$59, Ifeior: 
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Pilot was conc'UctinG a tost flight.   Pilot entered autorotation 
to perforn naintcnonce check and failed to initiate power recovery until 
aircraft was IJJO feet above ground level.   Full recovery was not completed 
prior to touchdown and aircraft landed hard severing tail boom, 

(b)    September:    Throe accidents» 

1. 17 September 1969, ivH-lß, aircraft ^7-156^9, llajor: 

Pilot was on tnlce-off when tail rotor failure with fisod left ped- 
al was experienced.   Pilot continued flight and executed running landing 
at PilU C/JL

1
 /JFB.   The pilot touched down with excessive airspeed (approzi- 

iiatcly 70 knots), aircraft slid off rum/cy sustaining laajor damage» 

2. 22 September 1969, 0H-6A, aircraft #66-7886, llajor: 

Pilot in traffic pattern for POL when cn.'ine failed due to fuel 
or.").?;.•;'"ion»   Pilot entered autorotation and executed a forcod landing»   The 
tall boos; was severed upon touchdown»   Aircraft had been flown for 02+30 

3. 22 September 1969, 0H-6A, aircraft #67-16620, Ilajor: 

Instructor Pilot gave student simulated forced landing while on 
duimänd in traffic pattern»   Engine failed when throttle was rolled offj 
IF t'jok controls and autorotated to ground.   Tail boom was severed upon 
tou^lulown. 

(r)   Cctobor:    Ho accidents» 

1,    (U)   Rolifd-tus Activities» 

{'..)    During the quarter the Squadron Chaplain conducted a total of 1^ 
Sunday end Ub Protestant services, with a total attendance of 1,063» 

(£)   Catholic ilass vxas conducted 12 times tAth a total attendance of 
230, 

(3)   Religious services of both denominations were conducted at CUT 
EiL'JII, UM AIRFIELD, III ICHE, a'JI IE THÜCT - E/»ST and BÜ PfUJIQ» 

(U)   The Squadron Chaplain made 262 visits tc the troop areas, contact- 
ed 1,077 individuals, and visited 1U men who were hospitalized. 

(5)   The Squadron Chapel contributed $2146.05 to the Protestant Chap- 
lain's Fund and $2lil«90 to the Catholic Fund. 
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(6)   The Chaplain distributed 12 boxes cf used clotldng to the villagers 
of FLEX PCO 1100.   The- clothLnc cwne from the Pilf^rlia Congregatiinal Church, 
Cambridge, Ilassachusotts, USA. 

m.   (U)   llodical Section« 

(1) The medicia section of this squadron consists of a flight sureeon, 
11 medics, and one sectien serßeant.   A. medic is assigned to each of the 
three aero-rifle platoons and one to each of Troop D's three platoons» 
One medic operates a forward aid station at a&W IE THUOT - EAST. Since the 
last quarter, the troops have been deployed to forward areas where the main 
medical support is in the hands of another flight surgeon. 

(2) At CAHP ENARI the Squadron aid station is supported by the Uth 
lledical Battalion with laboratory. X-ray, and medical supply.   The troop 
medics receive support from this aid statitn on a local basis. 

(3) With the forward deployment of the troops and the resulting do- 
crease in living cunditions, particularly in BAN IE THÜ0T - EAST and 3U 
PRJIG, greater emphasis has been placed on field sanitation.   So far, the 
health of the conmand has not been adversely affected and reraains at its 
previous high standard. 

(U)   lledical Statistics: 

Patient visits 
Imnunizations 
Venereal disease 
Malaria 
Diarrhea 
Hepatitis 

2.   (C)   Section 2, Lessona Learned»   Commander's Cbservationsy Evaluationsff 
and Recouiwendatione« "     ~ "~ 

a. (U) Personnel» None. 

b. (U) Intelligence« None. 

o. (C) Operations. 

(1) Use of Rockets to Clear Triple Canopy Jungle. 

(a) 0BSER7ATICHt The area of operations in southern II Corps around 
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BU PRAI1Q and BU QIA, Map, is 90$ triple canopy jungle. The thick canopy 
prevented the scout aircraft from observing the ground in the majority of 
the am a* 

(b) EVALUATION: 

1 • llhon the scouts would locate an area in which eneiay activity, 
structures, or fighting positions wore suspected,but obscured bjr the 
jungle canopy, the gunships would make a low angle nan firing two to three 
pairs of rockets. The rockets would blow away the jungle canopy and af- 
ford the scouts an excellent vievr of the ground» It was deteniined that 
the 17 pound rockets were more effective than the 10 pound rockets. 

2. This _orocodure is limited at times by the availability of rockets. 

(c) BECOiJiEMIIATION: It is reoomnended that other air cavalry units 
operating in similar typo terrain employ the sane method of clearin • a sus- 
pected enery area. 

(d) CCIüi/U'ID ACTION: This system has been adopted within the squadron 
whenever the situation dictates and the supply of rockets is available. 

(2) Initial Entry into Area of Operations. 

(a) OBÖEIWATION: On mary occasions while operating in the II Corps 
area the Cciaaand and Control aircraft would proceed to the area of opera- 
tions ahead of tho reconnaissance team and circle the area, then the rc- 
connaissanco team would enter tho area led by the Cobra gunshipe. The ncicc 
of the fjunships and the conspicuous circling of tho Command and Control air- 
craft would proviöe j'ood warning to any enemy personnel in tlic area that an 
operation was ponding, and thus ai'ford him time to take ovasivo action and 
seek covor and concealment. 

(b) EV/jyj/JTK II; The ÜH-6A Is less conspicuous in size as well as noise 
level, than tlie UII-1H and AH-lö aircraft. It has been found that if the 
üH-6A

!
S proceed to the area first, followed close behind by the gumhips* 

and then the Command and Control aircraft, there would be a greater elemsnt 
of surprise on auy eneity. This procedure has been utilized on numerous oc- 
casions catching unsuspecting eneny troops in the open. 

(c) RECCHIJENDATION: It is recommended that whenever feasible other 
air cavalry units employ tills method of initial entry into an area of oper- 
ations« 

(d) CCiU^KD ACTION: This system has been adopted within the squadron 
when weather permits. 
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(3) Uoe of national Police in Conjunction with Last Liyht Perimeter 
Visual ReconnrdBuance, 

(a) OBSIBVAIIGN: While conducting the last light visual reconnaissance 
around the BAN ME THUUT airfield,numerous suspicious personnel were observed. 
Som of tlic personnel would run into the underbrush and take evasive action 
xilien spotted by the observation aircraft. This presented a problem in that 
the civilians who lived .i.n the area were supposedly friendly, and apprehen- 
sion of these personnel (should they be innocent civilians) could bo embar- 
rassing. Weapons could not be fired as a warning device for fear of injur- 
ing other innocent peraonnsl. 

(b) EVALÜ/JICN: The National Police in BAN ME THÜOT wore requested to 
provide a smell force (3 or li men) • These personnel flew in a UH-1H air- 
craft (with a radio operator and. an intorpretor) as part of the visual re- 
connaissance team. When suspicious personnel were encountered, the Nation- 
al Police would be inserted. They would determine if the individual con- 
cerned should be detained or released. This procedure has been utilized 
very effectively in the BAN HE THÜOT area, and on several occasions VC sus- 
pects were detained. 

(c) HECCilJElfuAI'lCN: It is recomnendcu that other elements or-crating 
in similar areas, utilize the above procedures on their last licht visual 
reconnaissance. 

(d) OCii&ND ACTION: This procedure has been adopted within the Squadron 
when the National Police are available. 

(U) bse of Air Cavalry Troop Assets for Insertion/Extraction of Long 
Range Reconnaissance Patrols (LHRP). 

(a) OBSSiWATlON: During the past quarter one troop perfori.ied 2ü inser- 
tion/extraction operations. Each of these missions normally require 2 (jun- 
shipo (AH-1G) and 1 troop ship (UII-UI) for r.pproxlmatoly two houre. 

(b) LVAXAiATIt N: The employment of the air cavalry troop for insertion/ 
extraction of LxlRP's leaves the remaining troop assets unused. Although 
the troop doos have the capability to perform the mission, the use of the 
gun team and tha troop ship prevents the remaining troop elements from be- 
ing productive. 

(c) KECCI iiiiiDATIGN:" Recou».iond that commanders who are given operation- 
al r-ontrol of air cavalry assets be apprlcod of the loss of productive conH 
bat power in the nsoif-nwent of LBRP insertion/extraction miosicno to air 
cavalry units« 
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(d) CCIiajD iJCTIOK: Si^jportcd unit connenders are continually oriented 
on the disadvantages of using air cavalry assets for LSRP nisoiens. 

(5) Ground Cavalry Rcconnaiesance Tactics. 

(a) OQüEitfATIüW: The vohiclo nountod ground troop of tlie air cavalry 
cquadron is often called upon to porfom roconnaisoances of areas that arc 
popiilatcd by a large nuraber of rivers and stroan bods xdth overlooking high 
ground... It was observed that the reconnaissance platoons often vised tac- 
tics equivalent to a siuglu column operating as close to tho river as pos- 
sit?-e. 

(b) iiViiUiiTICN: Ifliile providing the greatest iiuadnun fircpcvjcr and good 
obsorvaticn to the flank, hence possiblo enor^- locations, tJds fonaation 
dcuG little in providing for a full roconnaiösance of the orca. The use of 
tijo (-.031.10, each coraposed of two scout veliiclcs and one 106 gim jeep, pro- 
vide;:.! for all around security as well as excellent reconnaissance. One 
tcau operates close to tho river lino, while the other operates in the high 
ground overlooking tho stroaa. Either alternate or successive bounds can 
bo onploycd by the scouts, while the 106 Jeop can provide Imodiate heavy 
support for his team* Tho lower tota,\ conducts a dose reconnaissance of 
the otreaa line, ßupported, if necessary, by the infantry section. The up- 
per toan flushes out possible anbushos fron above, provides necessary tup- 
porting fire for the lower teon and conducts a thorough area reconnaissance 
of the high ground. Fron this overlooking position it can obacrvo cnory 
activity in tho volley. 

(c) rvECCU^rm^'IOH: It is rocmiended that tho vehicle nvunted ground 
unitü ad( pt this typo roconnaissanco in appropriate terrain. 

{'lj   CCUltHm ACTlLiN: Terrain ponaitting, tho ground unit of this squad- 
ron caplcys this technique. 

d. (U) Crganiaation. llono. 

c. (U) Training. 

(ly Tail Ilctor Failures Procoduroa. 

(a) CBSHtfOTATIONt Most of the now nviators crriving in tliio couoond 
ore unfaniliar with the onorßoncy procedures to follow when a tail rotor 
failure occurs. 

(b) EVALliAIION: Tho new aviator has a serious prcblon undorstanding 
procoduroa to bo followod during a tall rotor failure. lie does not under- 
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stand that ho con ccntrol the "yawinß"' of the circraft by aldinß ^ endur- 
ing power and that the proper power application or reduction con be used 
to safoly land the aircraft. The now aviator hae a tendency to upply a 
sinülo solutiun for all types of tail rotor failures. This in itself is 
a prli.io omiplo of his limited undorstandinc and Icnowlcdge of this ei.ier- 
ßency procodwro. 

(c) KSCCltEluMitHs It is felt that the sttidcnt receives adequate 
class roora instruction on tail rotor failures but the probier.! arises fron 
the lack of demonstration and experience. It is reconnendod that the US 
Lmy Aviation School place more emphasis on performing simulated tail ro- 
tor failures to provide the aviator with a higher degree of cenfidonce, 
understanding and ability in perfeming this maneuver. 

(d) COl'uLJD ACXIOil: All netdy assigned aviators receive a thorough 
briefing by on IP on tail rotor failures and all other emergency proced- 
ures. During his initial in-country checlcrido the aviator is ftivon in- 
struction on tall rotor failures and must be able to satisfactorily pcr- 
fona this moneuvor prior to being released to fly missions. 

\2)   Iraprepor use of AH-10 Forw.ard Battory Compartment. 

(a) OBSEBVAnCN: This cenmand has experienced two AH-1Q forward bat- 
tory cenparbnent fixes during the last three months. 

(b) E7ALU/tIICII: Pilots and crowchiefs were using the forward battory 
comp;urti.icnt as a storage area for all types of extraneous objects and ma- 
terials, including metal articles and oily rags. The forward battery con- 
partuunt circuit breaks» is being depressed bj weight and motion of those 
articles and arcing or shorting occurs due to contact between metal objects 
and the battery cable. 

(c) IffiCOiuSmATICNs That all troop commanders inform all pilots and 
crow personnel in their respective units that the forward battery coupart- 
raent is not a storage compartment and that it will be kept completely free 
of all extraneous materials in the future. 

(d) CGUl/jn) ACTKNt All A1I-10 instructor pilots ami standardization 
instructor pilots are including this information on in-country and ninety 
day standardisation rides • A letter has been distributed to all units in 
this command emphasising inspection of the forward battery compartment dur- 
ing pro-flight and daily operation. 

f. (U) Logistics. Hone. 

g. (U) Coiaaunication. None. 
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h,   (U)   Material.   Aircraft Ilaintenanco Publications. 

(1) CBSEBVAIION:   TB 55-1500-307-2$, August 1969, Aircraft Componenta 
Requiring Maintenance Managenent and Historical Data is in contradiction to 
the aircraft -20,    "*" """" * 

(2) EVALUATION: Aircraft componenets have been deleted fron this T3 
and cannot be found in the applicable aircraft TM. Aircraft condition change 
items have been changed to time change items, however the applicable TH's 
were not changed to state the TBO of the item. This publication has con- 
fused the technical inspectors in the field. Aircraft historical records 
cannot be maintained properly if the TH's sent to the field are inaccurate". 

(3) FiECCHiiEWMTIUf:   When a change, or new manual, such as TB 55-1500- 
307-25 is published, the necessary changes to ot.ier marmLs should bo ac- 
complished at the snwe time.   The problem could be eliminated if all the in- 
formation necessary tu maintain records on time change components would bo 
consolidated in one publication. 

ih)   CGIMM) ACTION;    All aircraft maintenance personnel have been in- 
'formod of the conflict between the two publications,   A rocommended change 
was sUbnitted to liA Publications, DA, Form 2026, 

i.    (U)   Hedical.   Malaria: 

(1) OBSERVATICN:   The two cases of malaria in the squadron both occurred 
in personnel on R>äR or out-processing for DEHLS. 

(2) ÜVALÜATICM:    Personnel seem to fool th.t raalaria chcmoprophylnxi^ 
is an in-country activity and that as they leave Vietnam they can do awry 
with tlio anti-malaria pills.   This is despite the mandatory malaria de- 
briefing.   The importance of coatinued intake of Dapsone and Chloroquint.- 
Prlmaquinc is borne out by the number of people who develop raalaria alter 
leaving Vietnam.   The malrjpia organism can bo present in the body without 
the person being aware of it.   It is almost clw^o IdLHed if the anti-mal- 
aria nodicino is continued as directed upon leaving Vietnam,   (One Dapscnc 
pill daily for 30 days, find cno Chloroquine-Primaqvinc pill weekly for eight 
weeks).   If those are nt talcon in tiiis manner, the malaria organism rany 
wt be killed and Valeria viH. result, 

(3) RECCuvEMDATICK:   Horu thorougli laalaria debriefing and clauses en 
malaria socm warranted. 

(U)   CCJfflttilD ACTIONJ   All personnel are out-processed through the aid 
station and arc briefed on the Inportanco of cuntlnuod censmaption of the 
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pille vspon luavinr_; Vietnraa.   A series of classes have been instituted for 
all incoralnf; pi-raonncl as well. 

j.   (U)   Safotr.   Inadequate Training of AII-1C- Pilots. 

(1) OBSERVATION: This command has experienced 6 major AH-1G accidents 
in the last 12 months due to unsuccessful autorotations. 

(2) EVALUATION: The program of instruction in the CONUS AH-1G tran- 
sition/Gunnery Courses does not include touchdown autorotations. The unit 
IP's have found that the majority of the AH-1G pilots have difficulty in 
judging rate of closure during autorotations and also with keeping the nose 
of the aircraft aligned with the runway at touchdown. The pilots also lack 
confidence in their ability to successfully execute an autorotation as is 
demonstrated by their refusal to jettison rocket pods during emergency de- 
scents (they feel the pods will prevent the aircraft from rolling over at 
touchdown). The shortcomings have seriously affected the pilots' ability 
to successfully cope with an inflight emergency. 

(3) RECOMMENDATION: More emphasis be placed on touchdown autorotations 
during the AH-1G Transition course at the Army Aviation School. 

(4) COMMAND ACTION: AU AH-1G IP/SIP's are placing maximum emphasis 
on autorotational proficiency during in-country and 90 days standardization 
rides. Particular emphasis is placed on rate of closure, alignment with 
runway, and increasing the pilot's confidence in his ability to successful- 
ly execute a forced landing. 

5 Incl 
as 
Incls 1 and 4 wd HQ, DA 

:iu 
GEC 
LTC, tfi 
Coinnianding 

m.<$ AA^M^y^ 

DISTBIBUTION; 
2 cnicusijaPAc, /.im  GPüP-OT, APO 96558 
3 CQ, ÜS/JW, i'JTN:    AViiCQ-DST, APO 96375 
2 CG, Ist AVW 3DE. AITN:   AV3AHC-0, APO 96381; 
7 CO, 17th AQ(CBr), AITH:    AVBADB-SC, APO 962^0 

DE'X) COPIKS: 
CG, Uth Inf Div, /XCN: 
1 Each Orsnnic Troop 

AVDDH-QC, APO 96262 
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A/iMCü-tl   (19 ftov 69)     1st Ind 
SübJüCT:   Oporational iieport Lessons Learned of 7th Lquauron, 17th 

Cavalry for Period Ending 31 October 196?, wCS 05*0^65 
(Kl) (U) 

DA, HUiA,UAuT3ii£, ITTH AVIATION CJitOlF COIIDAT), AID 96240 25 November 1^69 

TO: Department of the «rmy (ACSFOH, DA), v.ashiagton, D.C. 30310 
Coniaanding General, I Field Forces Vietnam, APO 96350 

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the attached report, con- 
siders it to be adequate, and concurs with the contents as stated, 
except as indicated below. 

2. (C) The followins comments and recommendations are subuitted: 

a. Section I« Operations; Significant Activities. 

(1) Paragraph la(3), Pa^e 1, (U) List of subordinate units 
reflecting the organizational structure should be an inclosure to 
the report, lieference USAxlV Kegulation 525-15, Para 5b(l)(b). 

(2) Paragraph 1c, Pa ;e 4, (C) Intelligence■ The Intelligence 
portion should contain information of significant historical value. 
Paragraphs c(-0(a) through (e) contain an intelligence sumiar1-. 
This information should be omitted from future OuLL Reports. 

(3) Paragraph If, Page 8, Training. (U) This paragraph should 
indicate the number of days during the reporting period that the unit 
engaged in training. Reference USAKV Regulation 525-15, Para 5b(l)(c), 

b. Section 2, Lessons Learned; Conciander's Observations, Eval- 
uations and ueeommendations. 

(1) Paragraph 2e(2), Pa^e 18, Improper use of AH-1G Forward 
Battery Compart.mftnt. (ll)    l?iv> Aviation Group (Coribat) SOP, Annex 
Z, Policy File states that no item will be stored in an^ aircraft 
co-apartment other than the cargo compartrient  This policy apvlles 
to all aircraft within the Group. 

(2) Paragraph 2h(l), Pa;je 19, Material. (U) Hon-concur. The 
two manuals in question are not in conflict with one another. Both 
are dated Aug 69, and it is presumed that the comment was based 01 
comparison with au outdated -20. 

FOR TJDS COU'AMiSIi: 

, ■«   ; 

/>. /y,      ,   ■.■'K1:f<. 
MARC L.  TUMAS 
CFT, ADA 
Adjutant 

CP* 
7Ä7th ACS 21 
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▲TOUK-HIST (8 NOT 69) ad lad (U) 
SUBJSCTt   Operational Bsport - UMOIW Learned, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry, 

Period finding 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOE-65 (E2) (U) 

DA, Headquarters, I Field Foree Vietnam,   APO   96350 

TOi   Gcnnanding General, 1st Aviation Brigade, APO   96384 

1. (U)   This headquarters has evaluated subject CELL and forwarding 
indorsanent and concurs. 

2. (U)   Reference paragraph lg(l)(a)&(c)i   References to Ist Log Cmd 
Logistical Support activity at AN SOU should be changed to read USASC, QNH. 

3. (C)   Reference para 2c(2}:   Concur.   The cited procedure for using 
an 0H-6A aircraft in lieu of a larger aircraft to scout a new AO 
followed immediately by gunships and oammand and control aircraft is 
excellent from the point of view of security.   This procedure will 
be disseminated to all units in II CTZ. 

FOR THE COHMANDER: 

FREDERICK E. HOLLAND 
ILT   AGC 
ASST  A8 

CFJ 
1 - CO, 17th Avn Gp (Cbt) 
1 - CO, 7th Sqdn, 17th Cav 
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AVB4GO-0   (8 Nov 69)   3d Jnd 
SUBJECTi    Operational Report-Lessons Learned, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry, 

Period aiding 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U) 

DA, HEADQUARTERS, 1ST AVIATION BRIGADE, APO   963»+ I? 0r" 1%9 

THRDi    Conmanding General, United States Amy Vietnam, ATTNt    AVHGC-DST, 
A«5   96375 „ _ 
Comnander-in-Chief, United States Amor Pacific, ATTNi    GPOP-DT, 
APO   96558 

TO 1   Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the 
Any, Washington, D.C. 20310 

1, This headquarters has reviewed subject report and concurs with the 
comments as indorsed, except as noted below. 

2. The following additional comments are considered pertinent! 

a. Paragraph 2e(l), page 17 addresses inadequate tail rotor failure 
training. New aviators arriving in country since September 1969 have 
been given in-flight training in tail rotor failure procedures in UH-1 
aircraft at the United States Any Aviation School (USAAVNS)j however, 
these maneuvers are not currently taught in LOH and AH-1G aircraft. 
To improve pilot ability in adequately coping with actual tail rotor 
failures, recommend Headquarters USARV request USAAVNS to include sim- 
ulated tail rotor failures in programs of instruction for the LOH and 
AH-1G aircraft. 

b. Paragraph 2h, page 19 addresses contradictions between TB 55- 
1500-307-25 and the aircraft -20. Nonconcur. TB 55-1500-307-25, dated 
5 August 1969» currently has three changes; change one, dated 
23 September 1969; change two, dated 13 October 1969, and change three, 
dated 21 October 1969« Each of these three changes was issued to correct 
omissions and/or errors in the basic publication. TB 55-1500-307-25 is 
a consolidation of all time change and condition change items for all 
types of aircraft. The only variation from these established standards 
is the organizational maintenance manual (-20). According to paragraph 
5e(l) of TB 55-1500-307-25i the appropriate organizational maintenance 
manual (-20) will be used to determine the correct component time change 
life when there is conflicting information presented in TB 55-1500-307-25. 
This paragraph also requests submission of a DA Fom 2028 when mainte- 
nance personnel become confused by the two publications. 

c. Paragraph 2i, page 19 discusses malaria cases of personnel on 
leave and R&R. The requirement to take malaria prevention pills while 
on B&R and leave and after final departure from Vietnam has been stressed 
repeatedly in the past. In accordance with USARV Regulation 40-4 
(Prevention of Malaria), commanders of replacement facilities are 
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AVBIGO-O (8 1.0V 69) 3dlbd 17 DEC 1969 
SUBJECTi Opmnrtlonal Report-Lessons Learned, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry, 

Period EWing 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U) 

required to assure that personnel departing Vietnam have the required 
number of malaria pills, read and sign the malaria debriefing statement 
(MACV Form 270) and receive Instruction concerning the requirement to 
take the pills after DEROS. Informal inquiry indicates that the need 

|       for malaria chenoprophylaxis has not always been stressed at R&R depar- 
ture points» however, the USARV Preventive Medicine Officer has been 
apprised of this situation and will accomplish the following« 

(1) Request more emphasis be placed on malaria briefings given to 
departing personnel at R&R centers. 

(2) Consider a change in USARV Regulation 40-4 to clarify the need 
for malaria briefings at R&R centers. 

In addition, a reminder of the need for malaria pills while on R&R and 
leave will be placed in the 1st Aviation Brigade bulletin and repeated 
every other month* 

d. Paragraph 2j(l), page 20 addresseslack of proficiency in touch- 
down autorotations. The lack of touchdown autorotations in the AH-lG 
transition course at ÜSAAVNS has created an additional training require- 
ment on the units in 1st Aviation Brigade. To eliminate this requirement, 
request Headquarters USARV initiate a request for inclusion of touch- 
down autorotations in the program of instruction for AH-lG transition 
training at the United States Arny Aviation School, Fort Rucker, Alabama. 

FOR THE COMMANDERi 

ARTHUR W. UTTLB 
Copy 3d Ihd Pumi CPT KGC 
00, 7th Sqdn, 17th Cav A;iaL AU. 

24 



ATO0~D8T (8 lor 69) 4th Ind 
SDBJIGfi Oparatlonal Roport-Xsiaon« Laanwd, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry, 

Period fedtag 31 October, BOS OS fCt-65 (R2) 

BKADQUABTBS, UHTH) SIATIS ilM, YIinUM, APO San Francisco 96375  2 7 J^N 1970 

TOi CoMwndor In Ghiaf, United States kemj, Pacific, AITNt GPOP-DT, 
IPO 96558 

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Beport-Lessons Learned 
for the quarterly period ending 31 October 1969 from Headquarters, 7th 
Squadron, 17th Cavalry and oaoaenta of Indorsing headquarters. 

2. Coaaents follow! 

a. Beferenoe Item concerning "use of Sockets to Clear Triple Canopy 
Jungle", page 14, paragraph 2c(1)j concur. This technique has been used 
by other units in STH with successful results. 

b. Reference Item concerning *Dse of Air Cavalry Troop Assets for 
Inaertlon/Kxtraotlon of Long Bange Reconnaissance Patrols (UffiP)", page 16, 
paragraph 2c(4)1 concur. Vhile the air cavalry troop has the capability 
to perfoxm MBP insertions/extractions, to use them In this role may reduce 
their ability to perfoxm In their primary role of reconnaissance or security. 
Other aviation assets are normally available to conduct th» 1 mission. The 
commander should carefully evaluate the degradation to the cavalry troop's 
capability prior to conadtting it to UBRP inaertion/ertraction missions. 

c. Reference item concerning "Tail Rotor Failure Procedurestt, page 17, 
paragraph 2e(l) and 3d Indorsement, paragraph 2a} concur with the recommen- 
dation, camnand action and the 3d Indorssment. This matter has been 
brought to the attention of the USAAfHS and the school is currently teach- 
ing touchdown fixed neutral and fixed right pitch tall rotor procedures. 
ÜSAR7 has requested copies of Ü8AAHS standardisation of maneuver guides 
so that the procedures used In USAAVIS can be Incorporated in the USARV 
standardisation of maneuvers guides. This matter will be discussed with 
the ÜSAÜRIS member of the OQHABC Liaison Team during his visit to ÜSAR7 
in January 1970. 

d. Reference item concerning ,,Malaria,,, page 19, paragraph 21; 1st 
Indorsement, paragraph 2b(2); and 3d Indorsement, paragraph 2ct concur. 
This item was published in Oaanandexfc Rotes, 31 October 1969. 

AS 
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w 

'LlllL.-^^^SJSa*- 

(9 lor 69) 4th Ind 
Oparatimial Baport-ieBsona LMcrned, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry 
Parted tadlag 31 Ootobar, BCS 08 fOft-65 (R2) 

a. lafaranoa it« oonoarning "Inadaquata Training of i8-1G Pilots", 
paga 20, paragraph 2j and 3d Indora«Mnt, paragraph 2d} concur vith the 
raoanandation, coamand action and tha 3d Inäoraaaant. This matter will 
ba diaouaead vith tha UaiAIHS MBbar of tha OQHiRO Liaison Team during 
his visit to U8iE7 in January 1970, 

FOR TO OOMiKUBt 

Oy fumt 
7th Squadron, 
1st Avn Bde 

I. IL MUMAY, 
CFT.        AGC 
Assillant Arfiutoni General 

v 
17th Cav 

d(» 



GPOP-OT (8 Mov 69) 5th Ind (U) 
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry for Period 

Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CSPOR-65 (R2) (U) 

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558  9 fEB 1970 

TO: Assiatant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the 
Army, Washington, 0. C. 20310 

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed. 

FOR THE COMIANDER IN CHIEF: 

C. I. SHORT! 
CPT, AGC 
Asst AG 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
OPERKTKm STATISTICS FOR THE PERIOD 

1«   (C)   ReavltS! 

SORTIES 
UNIT   COMBAT  OTHER 

HQTRP 
TRP A 
TRP B 
TRP C 
TRP D 
TOTAL 

1333 
10179 
1*873 
6800 

105 
U76 
3^7 
815 

TROCPS 
LIFTED 

28UO 
5501 
5535 
7872 

CARGO 
(TONS) 

KU 
COHF UMDOiar 

STRUCTURES 
DAM  BEST 

80 
15 128 125 
1 37 39 

— i»6 10 

"55185     "5551      "SCTCB "95      "SU     TTH 

37 

'Ü2 

"75 

308 
170 
22h 

735 

Detainees:    86 

Eneny llaterial Captured: 

8 - I1VA Packs 
1 - Bolt Action Rifle 
2 - SKS Rifles 
6 - /JC-U7 Rifles 
20 - AK-U7 Rounds 
3 - Cal .30 Machine Guns 
1 - .12 Gauge Shotgun 
3 - BUO Rocket Rounds 
1 - Bltd Rocket Launcher 
1-60 Mülineter Mortar Tube 
10 - 60 Millimeter Kortar Rounds 
2-81 Millimeter Mortar Rounds 
U - 82 Millimeter Mortar Rounds 
UO - Cal .50 Machine Gun Rounds 
13 - 57 MlUimeter Rocket Launcher Rounds 
U - 75 Millimeter Rocket Launcher Rounds 
1-105 Millimeter Rocket Round 
5 - Chlcom Grenades 

101 - Founds of Plastic Explosives 
73U*850 Plasters from a KIA 

2, (C) Aircraft Lost and Danaged: 

Eneny Material Destroyed: 

6 - Sampans 
U70 - Pounds of Rice 
6 - Bicycles 
2 - Cal .50 Machine Guns 
3 - AK-U7 Rifles 
1 - BUO Rocket Launcher 
k - BUO Rockets 
3 - Fish Traps 
1 - NVA Pack 

UWIT. 

HQTRCOP 
TROOP A 

TRCOPB 

AJRCRAiT 
TTFE 

ÜH-1H 
0H-6A 
UH-1H 
ARrlG 
f5Ö-6A 
UH-IH 
AH-lfl 

LOST 
m 

U(«>IB#1) 

(lOTE #2) 
(1WTB#3) 
(1IDTE #k) 

0 

2 
9 

I(I»TE#S; 

DAMAGED 
MR 

15 
h 
h 
6 
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CH-6A. 2 (NOTE #6) 7 
UH-1H mm 5 
/JI-10 2 (NCTE #7) 

TRDCP 0 

NOTE #1.   Two >7ere crash damage, one was combat damage, and one was exten- 
sive maintenance* 

NDTE #2.   Both were crash damage« 

NOTE //3*   Three were crash damage, two ware combat damage, and four were 
esctonsive maintenance. 

IJDTE #U.   Extensive maintenance. 

NOTE |«S,   Crash damage. 

NOTE #6,   Both were combat damage, 

XTE #?,.    Both were crash damage. 

3.    (C)    PlTing Hour Statistics For The Period; 

at   The average flying hours by type aircraft: 

CH^6A AH-1G UH-1H 

199.1 187.1 220.1 

b.   The average flying hours by type aircraft by troop: 

UNIT 0H-6A AH-lß UH-1H 

HQ TRC'vP 238.6 
m;cp A 221.8 191.0 196,1 
TROOP E 181.8 201.1 236.3 
TROOP C 193.8 180.8 216 .U 

c.   The cumulative flying hours by troop and by tyi» aircraft: 

UNIT 0H-6A AII-lfl UH-1H TOTilL 

HQ TROOP mmmmm 1193 1193 
TRDOP A 1996 1719 1569 526U 
TROOP B 1636 1810 1890 5336 
TRDOP 0 171*1* 1653 1731 5128 
TOTAL 

3 

5182 sm 35921 

Incl 2 
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TRAINI1Ö AS OF 31 OCTOBER 1969 

1.   (ü)   The MKPS Programi 

iiLLOCATlUNS 

AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER 

COURSES REC'D     FTT.T.F.T) 

0            0 
1        1 
0 0 
3            3 
1 1 
1            1 
1            1 
0            0 

REC'D     FIULED     REC'D 

0           0            U 
111 
3            3              1 
111 
2            2              1 
2            2              1 
2             2              0 
111 

FILLED 

ICH Airframe 
0H-1H Airf rame 
;ji-lG Airfr-ime 
LOH E-.-u?inß 
AH-IG Armsrasnt for Off 
iiH-lC Ar.wment for EK 
Tech 3-ptly 
Tech Tnov.ootor 

h 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
0 
1 

2.    (U)   Transition: 

ALLOCATIONS 

AUGUST                                  SEPTEMBER OCTOBER 

COURSES             HEC^ FILLED              REC'D FTT.TED REC'D         FIT.TJ3D 

AH-1G                     3 3                     0 0 k h 

3.    (U)    IP/SIP: 

ALLOCATIONS 

AÜQÖST                              SEPTEMBER OCTOBER 

COUliSLS             REC'D FTT.T.F.D                REC'D FHIED REC'D       FILLED 

AH-lß 
LOH 
UH-1 

0 
1 
1 

0 
1 
1 

2 
1 
0 

2 
1 
0 

0 
1 
0 

0 
1 
0 
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AUtCRAFI ^UOTEN/iNCE 

1.   (C)   Aircraft Strength as of 31 Octobor 1969> 

0H-6A AH-lfl ÜH-1H TOTAL 
UNIT nom/Asa 

mmmmtm 

AUTH/ASQ AUTH/ASQ 

7/5 

AOTH/ASO 

HQ TROOP 7/5 
TROOP A 10/9 9/9 8/6 27/26 
TROOP B 10/9 9/9 8/8 27/26 
TROOP C 10/9 9/8 8/8 27/25 
TOTAi. 30/27 27/26 31/29 88/82 

8«   CO  J^feBBge Aircraft ÄvailÄfeill^y by Troop W Type Aircraft: 

Wi 0H-6A AH-1Q ÜH-1H 

HQ TROOP 785S OR 
% irons 

19^ NORM 
TEDOF A 6Ö5S OR 60^ OR 7856 CR 

22^ NDRS 20^ N0R5 ll^b HORS 
10^ NORM zot mmi lljö riffii 

Tncop ß 7335 CR m OR 7l4b CR 
11^ NCitS 1056 NORS 13^ 1ICU3 
i3?b mm vi% wm 135J 11CRI-I 

TPHOP C 76% CR 'ffa OR 765b OR 
15^ IJORS 135. tJCRS 1% MOrtS 

955 NORM 8^ NORM 9^ iiOiii: 

Incl 5 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
■»cy»MMn»j»i(i^uon »mm 

DOCUMENT CONTROL DATA -R&D 
f$iuHlr tlaailllruimn »1 Uli», »>gr al «»«ii»ti «int Imlmtln^ mmuimiiim muai h» mimiril »hm ihm uwmll »<•)»<" ■•• ■ i».«i(n-<i. 

HQ, OACSFOR, DA, WaBhlngton, !J.C.     20310 

« SSSSB? riTkl 

/a. HI'COM I   »1  C'll.l I <   f.l  •'••.II  K  » I"», 

CONFIDENTIAL 
it).   I.MOOP 

4 

Operational Rtport - Lessons Learned, HQ, 7th Squadron, 17ch Cavalry 

I fTVp« »t npml md IncliMln <lmi*m) 

Experiences of unit engaged In counierinsur^micy operar lons^ J, ,Aug 69 to 31 Oct M. 
%   »utwemtl ifftSl —«. 5385 Inllltl, I«»» nmmim) 

CO,  7th Squadron,  17th Cavalry 

8 November 1969 
•a. roMTrtacr o« a**N* NO 

b. omojtCT NO 

N/A 

10    Dl 11 HI BIJ T ION J r * T tM» M I 

11    «aSTNACT 

»•.   TOT«L   NO    O'    l>»fct» ill.    HO    OP   Mm 

--.i* L  
iiHlf.iNA   HltV\   M|   POI     t    »iUMIM   mil 

690 95 

«ft    OIMI H  MI t on i   NO'"»! (Any offl«r ruimh^tm  that -nay h* ««•Jlnntf 
thl» rttpoit) 

tJ.   SHOMttiMiNC  Ml I   t I * »' Y   AC.  M Vi ( t 

OACSFOR,   DA,   Wa^.l, i ngt.on ,   D.C.     20310 

100^ 
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