UNCLASSIFIED

AD NUMBER
AD508029
CLASSIFICATION CHANGES
TO: UNCLASSI FI ED
FROM: CONFI DENTI AL

LIMITATION CHANGES

TO:

Approved for public release; distribution is
unlimted.

FROM:

Distribution authorized to U S. Gov't. agencies
and their contractors;

Adm ni strative/ Operational Use; 08 NOV 1969.

O her requests shall be referred to Assistant
Chief of Staff for Force Devel opnent (Arny),
Washi ngt on, DC 20310.

AUTHORITY

AGO DA Itr dtd 29 Apr 1980; AGO DA Itr dtd 29
Apr 1980

THISPAGE ISUNCLASSIFIED




THIS REPORT HAS RECH DELIMITED
END CLEARED FOR PUBLIC RELEASE
unDER DoD DIRECTIVE 5200.20 AND
NG RESTRICTIONS ARE IMPOSED UPON
ITS USE AND DISCLOSURE,

DISTRIBUTTON STATEMEN: A

APPROVED FTr PUBLIC RELEASE;
DiSTRIBUTION UNLIMITED,

T ECSIEIE T T A

B e iini s o S el Shi s g

er =434

A T % st A 63 W (N
v " e )

LA e
.

3 -—

PR

e SN T T e e R

" fTn) S BT o TRA TR A ool
¥ - .

o
e




T

i1a

SECURITY
MARKING

The classified or limited status of this report applies
‘to each page, unless otherwise marked.
Separate page printouts MUST be marked accordingly.

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF
THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE LAWS, TITLE 18,
U.S.C., SECTIONS 793 AND 794. THE TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF
ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY
LAW.

NOTICE: When government or other drawings, speciiications or other
data are used for any purpose other than in connection with a defi-
nitely related government procurement operation, the U.S. Government
thereby incurs no responsibility, nor any obligation whatsoever; and
the fact that the Government may have formulated, furnished, or in any
way supplied the said drawings, specifications, or other data is not
to be regarded by implication or otherwise as in any manner licensing
the holder or any other person or corporation, or conveying any rights
or permission to manufacture, use or sell any patented invention that
may in any way be related thereto.




-

THIS DOCUMENT IS BEST
QUALITY AVAILABLE. THE COPY
FURNISHED TO DTIC CONTAINED
A SIGNIFICANT NUMBER OF
PAGES WHICH DO NOT
REPRODUCE LEGIBLY.




CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICKE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310

IN REPLY REFER YO
AGDA (M) (13 Mar 70) FOR OT UT 694095 19 March 1970
SUBJECT: Oparational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquavters, 7th Squadron,
¢ 17th Cavalry, Period Ending 31 October 1969 (U)
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1. Subject report isyforwarded for review ard evaluation in a:-ovdance
with paragraph 4b, AR 525.15. Evaluations and corrective actions shoauld
be reported to> ACSFOR OT UT, Operational Reports Branch, within 90 days
of receipt of covering letter.

2 Information ~ontsined in this repo-t is provided t> insuve appropriate
benefits in the future from lessons leavned during curvent operatiors and
may be adapted fo* use in developing trairing material,
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as Major General, USA
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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTIEIT OF THE ARMY
HEADGUARTERS TTH SGUADRON 17TH CAVALRY
APG SAN FRANCISCO 96262

AVBACB=GC 8 November 1969

SUBJECT: Operational Report = Lessons Learned, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry,
Period Ending 31 October, RCS CS FCR-65 (R2) (U)

SEE DISTRIBUTION

1, (C) Section 1, Operations: Significant Activities:

a. (C) General.

(1) This report covers the pericd 1 August 1969 through 31 Cctober
1969, and is submitted in accordance with AR 525-15, USANV Regulation 525~
15, and 17th Aviation Group (Combat) Regulation 525=-15.

(2) lission, To perform reconnaissance, surveillance and security
for Free World Forces in the II Corps Tactical Zone. To engage in combat
as an economy of force unit and provide lirdted anti-tanlk defense, One
or nore of the units may be placed in support of a major ground unit.

(3) Organizational Structure., The Headquarters, 7th Squadron, 17th
Cavalry is located at CAIP ENARI (ARB12355), DRAGOW I UNTAIN, Republic of
Vietnam, and is commanded by Lieutenant Colonel George S. Murry. The
Squadron has its full complement of cavalry troops as per IMTOE 17-95T,

The Squadron is currently assigned Operational Control (minus Troop C) to
the 4th Infantry Division, CAIP ENARI, DRAGON IiOUNTAIN, Repbulic of Viet-
nam. Troop C is assigned Operational Control to the 173d Airborne Brigade.

(a) Hoadguarters and Headquarters Troop, CAMP ENARI, DRAGON LOUNTAIN,
Republic of Vietnam, is organized in accordance with MIOE 17-98T and is
oquippod with five ( 5) UH-1H helicopters.

(b) Troop A, CAP RADCLIFF, (BRL66L66), AN KEE, Republic of Vietnam,
is organized in accordance with MIOE 17-98T and is equipped with A4-1G,
OH=6A and UH=-1H helicopters. The 568th TC Detachment and the 286th Sig-
nal Detachment provide direct support maintenance and avionics support to
the troop.

(¢) Troop B, CAiP ENARI, DRAGON IDURIAIN, Republic of Vietnam, is
organized in accordance with ITOE 17-98T and is equipped with AH-1G, OH=OA
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AVBACB-GC CONHBEN"M’ 8 Nowenber 1969

SUBJECT: Cperational Report - Lessons Learncd, Tth Squadron, 17th Cavalry,
Period Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CS FOR-65 (R2) (V)

and UH-1H helicopters. The 569th TC Detachment and the Lllith Signal De-
tachment provide direct support maintenance ond avionics support to the
troop.

(d) Troop C, LAE Army Helipert (BR940260), AN SON, Republic of Viet-
nam, is organized in accordance with IMTOE 17-90T and is equipped with AH-
16, CH-64 and UH-1H helicopters. The L12th TC Detachment and the 236th
Signal Detachment provide direct support maintenonce and avionics supoort
to the troop.

(e) Troop D, CAIiP ENARY, DRAGON MOUNTAIN, Republic of Vietnam, is a
standard wheel vehicular mounted ground cavalry troop organized in accord-
ance with MIOE 17-99T.

(£) During the rcporting period there was only one significant change
in the tactical posture of the Squadron. Troop B and Troop D were assigned
Operational Control to Task Force Fighter, a Lth Infantry Division clement,
and deployed all combat essential persomnel and equipment to BAN IEE THUOT -
EAST (AQB873019) on 31 Lugust 1969, to conduct recomnaissance and surveil-
lance operations in general support of the 23d Division, Army of Republic
of Vietnam,

b, (C) Personnel.

(1) During the reporting period the following major changes in com-
nand and staff positions occurred:

(a) LIC George S. ilwrry, 178-24-1616, assumed cormand of 7th Squad-
ron, 17th Cavalry on 16 Sep 69 replacing LIC Calvin R. Bean, 367-28-9399.

(b) liad Robert L. Rackley, 241-)8-8326, assumed dutics as Squadron
Executive Officer on 1 Sep 69 replacing liAJ James A lleCracken, 415-52-1215,

(¢) 1AJ Ronald G, Haxson, 573-LL-63L45, assumed cormand of Troop A on
25 Aug 69 replacing lAJ Richard H. Marshall, 262-40-7929.

(d) 1LAJ Billy J. Bowling, 417-38-3016, assumed command of Troop B on
7 Sep 69 roplacing liAJ Scott T, Lyman, 526=34-69L5,

(e) FMAJ Tracy A. Maness, 238-LlL-5LSk, assumed dwties as the Squadron
Chaplain on 31 Oct 69 replacing CPT Clarence M. Brooks, 242-50-1180,

(£f) CPT Samuel E, Begley, L03-60-8985, assumod command of Headquarters
Troop on 9 Aug 69 replacing CPT Williem J. Wilkin II, L491-40-8575,

(g) CPT Kenneth G. Lininger, 161-38-8021, assumed command of Troop D
on 12 Sep 69 replacineg CPT Robert D. Bruegger, 560-60-6610,

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACB-GC 8 November 1969
SUBJECT: Operationol Report - Lessons Loarncd, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry,
Poriod Ending 3L October 1969, RCS CS FOR-65 (R2) {0

(h) CPT Honry Ge Wall, Jr., 266-74-1458, nssum>d dutics as Squadron
5-2 on 16 Aug 69 replacing 1LT Charles L. Campbell, 249 -Th=6501.

(1) CPT Guy W. Fussell, 262-56-0700, assumed duties as Squadron Sig-
nal Officer on 5 Dep 69 replacing CPT Williem T. Hunt, Jr., 1,08-60-4874.

(j) CPT Josoph P Chollak, Jr., 201-32-2170, assumed duties as Squad-
ron Flight Surgeon on 30 Sep 69 replacing CPT David Wallack, 059-32-7791.

(k) WOl Alan li. Enochs, hi8-18-5762, assumed duties as Squadron S=5
on 26 Sep 69 replaocing 1LT Reginal Short, Jr., 31,0-32-8956.

(2) The following are personnel occupying major command and staff
positionss

(a) Squadron Commander LTC George S. llurry

(b) Squodron Executive Officer  MAJ Robert L. Rackley

(¢) s-1 CPT Vincent J. Falconio

(a) s-2 CPT Henry G. Wall, Jr.

(e) S-3 CPT Robert D. lcCleary

(£) s-u CPT Jimmie A. Yerger

(g) 8-5 WOl Alan M. Enochs

(h) Chaplain ild Trace Ao Haness

(1) Signal Cfficer CPT Guy W. Fusscll

(3) Flight Surgeon CPT Joseph P. Chollalk, Jre.

(k) Safety Officer CPT Randall Ramsey

(1) Maintenance Officer CPT Steven L. White

(m) €O, Hes&juarters Troop CPT Samuel E. Begley

(n) €O, Troop A liAJ Ronald G. lfaxson

(o) COy Troop B MAJ Billy J. Bowling

(p) co, TroopC 1IAJ Joseph A, Tobin
CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVB/CB=GC 8 Yovcnboer 1969
SUBJECT: Operaticnal Report - Lessons Leoarned, 7th Squadronz 17th Cavalry,
U

Period Ending 31 October 1969, LS CS FCR-65 (R2) (U)
(q) CC, Troop D CPT Kenncth G, Lininger
(r) Squadron Sergeant liajor SQ1 Robert i, Couch

(3) Unit strength and miscellansous related data is attached ab in-
closure 1.

ce (€) Intelligunce.
(1) During the reporting period the S-2 Sceticn activities includeds:

SECRET clearances validated = 70
SECLET clearances granted - 18
SECRET clecarances initiated - 9
CCIFIDEITIAL clearances granted - 5
TOP SECRET clearances validated - 11
TOP SICRET clearances initinted - 2
Security Debriefings - 127

(2) Intelligence Swmary for the Squodron's tactical arca cof interest
is as follows:

(a) KOMTUII Province: During the month of August, main force Nerth
Victnamese Army units such as “he 28th and 66th Regiments, and clemcnts of
the LOth Artillery Regiment continued to conduct resupply and reorganiza-
tion activities in their Cambodian sanctuarics following their suwmer of-
fensive in the DX TC - BEN HET area. To fill the void left by the North
Vietnamese Army fcrces, the 30Lth Local Force Battalion increased its act-
ivities during Auvgust ond initiated standoff attocks against KON HONAWG,
TAITH BINH and DAX T0. The KONTUM CITY aren was the scens of the months
nost significant activity. On 25 August, XONTUI: CITY received a roclkct
and mortar attack from what was believed to be an clement of the L6th Ar-
tillery Battalion, ~nd on the same day, a bridge was destroyed and several
minor incidents occurred. These cttacks were attributed to elements of
the L4O6th Sapper Battalion. Elsewhere in the province, KON KLIEANG Villege
roceived a Battalion size attack from the Sth Battalion, 2Lth Reginent.
Documents and a prisoner attested to the fact that the 9L4th Group had the
respcnsibility of protecting the northern infiltraticn and resupply route
running from the Laotion Border east to the 3d North Vietnamese Arry Divi-
sion locaticn in I Corps. The 9Lth Group was also given the respounsibility
to cuixct hewnssing attocks in the MANG BUK arca. Enemy activity decrcascd
throughout KOITUM in Septomber as the activity was characterized by mining
of Highway 1 ncrth btetween KONTWM CITY and DAK TO and sporadic village
harassment. The most significant attack occurred on 25 September when the
village of TRI DAC received thrce separate standcff attacks and light
ground probes from cstimated company size clements. Lctivity remadned
ot A minimum until the first week of October when cnemy activity was noted

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBICB=GC 8 Huvember 1969
SUBJECT: Cperati.nal Repirt - Lessons Learncd, Tth Squoadren, 17th Covalry,
Pericd Ending 31 Cctober 1969, RCS CS SCR-65 (R2) (V)

in the DIK PEK arce. During the 1st week cf Cctober, Special Torces cle-
nonts made frequent coentact with elenents ranging frem scuad te cenvany
strength, The cnemy forces werc identified as Horth Vietnamese or Victno-
mese Cormundst but no¢ unit designation has been cbbained to date and no
identified North Victnamese Axrmy or Vietnamese Cormunist forces arc knewm
to be operating in the arca. In additicn to the activity in the DAK PEK
area, frequent enemy reconnaissance activity hos been noted in the DAK TO -
DEIl HET arca, possibly indicating o renewcl cf an cnemy offensive in the
Tri-Border arcoe

(b) PLEIKU Province: Following the terminaticn of the cnery swmier
offensive in Julyy both Horth Vietnamesc Lrmy and Vietnamesc Cormunist
nain force units withdrew into their basc areas to refit and rosupply.
During the month of August, cnemy activity in PLEIKU Province was limited
tg harassing attacks by guerilla ferces agoinst villages and hamlets lo-
coted in rural arces. Enemy ferces appeared to be content with limdted
disrupticn of the goverrment pacification cfforts These harassiag acti-
vities incrcased in intensity until the highpoint was rcached in mid-Sci-
tomber. During this pericd of time, villoges and hamlets werc subjccted
t¢ harassing attacks by small size local guerrilla units utilizing small
scale hit and run toctics. In additicn, elements of the K631 Compesite
Battalicn cperating cut of the southern CHU PA Mowntains, staged infre-
quent standoff nttacks on friendly installaticns follcewing the mid-Scptem-
ber high-point, increasing reccnnaissance activity by clements of the Lth
Battalion, 2Lh North Vietnamese Arrmy Regiment in the PLEI IRONG arca and
the K-031lst Composite Battalion in the PLUIKU arce indicated that cnerty
forces were unce again moking preparation for a new offeasives Contacts
ond sightings tc the west and ncrthwest of PLEIXU during the £irst weck
of Cetober confimied enemy nwvement out of the CHU Pil Heountains. It wos
aisc believed that the 6th Battalicn and remazindurs of the 24th iorth Vict-
nenese Army Regiment would shortly move back into the CHU PA licuntain from
their Cambodian Scnctuary. Increased centacts with cnewy forces arcund
PLEI IKCMG in mid-October indicated that the 2hth Regiment had completed
resupply ~nd staging operaticns and were preparcd to initiate attacks on
villages and friendly installaticns in the PLEI MRONG area and also com-
mencac interdicticn of Highway 1L between PLEIKU and KONTUNM. 1In latc Oce
e, clements of the Lth Infantry Divisicn encountered platocn and cim-
pany sizc North Victnamese Army forces on a daily basis, Documents cop-
turcd during these contacts identified elements of both the Lth and 6th
Battalions, 2Lith Rogiment, as operating in tho arcc. Elsewhere in PLEIRU,
the K631 Composite Battalicn reestablished their ¢ffensive and subjected
Londirg Zone OASIS to thelr first rocket and mortar attack in more than
five months,

(¢) DARLAC Province: Enemy activity in DARLAC Pruvince remained con-

stant with previcus months, As in the past, BAN I'E THUOT CITY ccntinucd
tc¢ provide the most lucrative targets In August BAI ME THUOT CITY wos

CONFIDENTIAL
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IVBACB-CC 8 Movenber 1969
SUBJECT: Opcraticnal feport - Lessons Learned, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry,
Perivd Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CS [CR-65 (R2) (U)

subjected tu two standoff attacks frem elements cf the K-394th Composito
Battalion. Elsewhere cnemy activity was limited to sporadic griund probes
in an arca south of tho city. It was at this tinc that attention wos di-
verted to the JI-III Corps border wherce relicble intelligenee indicated
the novement of cncmy forces into this crca. During September, cnewy cle-
ments concentroted on haramsing outposts and villages to the north and
northuest of BAN IL TAUOT CITY, The attacks on BAN HE THUOT itself ceascd.
It was later loarned from prisoncrs that the X-39)4 Compositc Battalion had
noved into Base Area 7h0 to conduct training, The K-39L4 Composite Batta-
lion had, however, left behind an element to beroes- the city. Activity in-
creased in Octuoer as cnemy elements intensificd interdiction of Highway
21 cast of the city. In mid-October, documcnts were captured north of the
city identifying clerents of the 30lst Local Forec Battalion., Although
the 30lst Locai Force Battalion was believed to have left their old arca
of opcration,vicinity BP200900, this was the first verification obtaincd
that indicated that the 30lst Local Forece Battalion could be responsible
for the inecrecsed activity in the BUON HD arca (BQ060330).

(d) QU/NG DUC Province: In the II-III Corps border crea, during
October Troop B, 7Tth Squadron, 17th Cavalry obtained their first indica-
tion of novenent in the BU PRAIG area. Contact was limited to ground-to-
alr incidents and sporadic observations of 1-2 individuals until late in
the month when stondoff attacks and mortar attacks were directed at fire
bases in the area ond at BU PRING. At the end of the month the enaay acti-
vity incrcased with attacks on fire bases in force supported by artillcrye.
Also, evidence of larger concentrations of cneny troop movements were noted.

(¢) DINH DINH Province: During the menth of August in DINH DINH Pro-
vince, the 1lst Brigade, Lth Infantry Division, continucd their operations
tarpgeted ogainst the léth North Victnamese Lirmy Regiment in their cxtensive
basc area to the northoast of il KHE. Elcmemts of the 10th Nerth Vietna-
nese Army Regiment have continually ecvaded to the north since mid-July in
an cffort to aveid decisive conmtact with the lst Brigade, Lth Infantry Div-
ision forcess Sporadic contact with small size units occurred throughout
the nonth of August. Elsewhere in BINH DINH, the K-2 Battalion, 95-B Regi-
ment increased their interdiction of Highway 19 between the IIANG Y.JIG Pass
ond Landing Zone [CTION during August, The K-2 Battaliin, conducted two
coordinated attacks on convoys in the area between the IMANY YAIG Pass and
Landing Zone ACTICN during the month, and increased their mining efforts and
pipe line interdiction, In late August, = multitude of 4FPD rcodings, son-
sor activatioos, and visusl reconnaissance sightings indicated that possibly
elements of the battalion wore moving from north of Highway 19 to the south
on their way to their base area for resupply. On 1 September, lst Brigade,
Lth Infantry Division verminated their operation egainst the 16th North
Vietnamese Lrmy Regiment northeast of AN KHE. Tho Brigade had successfully
thrust the 10th Regiment cut of their new base area and had accounted for
over 300 North Victnamese/NViet Cong killed and 000 pounds of rice cap=-

CONFIDENTIAL ]
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CONFIDENTIAL

IVBICB-GC 8 ilovenber 1969
SUBJECT: Operctional Repurt - Lessons Learncd, Tth Squadron, 17th Cavalry,
Period Lnding 31 October 1969, RCS CS FOR-oS (R2) (U)

turcd, In mid-Scptember, lst Bripgade, Lth Infantry Division, completed
operations aimed at the 95 B Regiment which resulted in numerous cnoryy loss=
es of porsonnel and equipment and a scattering cf enemy clcments.

de (C) Operations. (Operational statistics attached at inclosure 2).

(1) Units Sup.scrted and iiaintencnce Standdowms: (Humber of Days).

LT DIFLTRY DIVISION

"13d LATHT
UIMIT 1st BDE 24 BDE 3d BDE TF FIGHTZR Y BDE OTHER  DOU
TRP I 69 13% —- — -—- - 9
TRP B 12 12 2 58 - L 7
TRP C - -— - - 82 — 10
TRP D -—- e -== 63 === 13 16

(2) ULth Infantry Division Operations Supported:

(a) The Lth Infantry Division's gencral operaticns plan is Opcration
dIiESe The missicn for Operation HINES is to conduct sustained, coordin-
ated and ccmbined offensive operations to destroy enemy moin and local
force units, destroy or neutralize enemy base areas, interdict high-spced
infiltration routes, cunduct operations wherever vossible with fary Repub-
lic of Victnom and Govermment of Vietnam agencics to assist in the protce-
tion of urban crcas, and to support Govermment of Vietnam pacificaticn cf-
forts and civil programs.

(b) The Squadron provided support to the Lth Infantry Divisicn's
participaticn in the C¥ 1969 Guvermment of Vietnam Pacificaticn and Dovel-
opment Plan (WASHINGLON GRRFL),

(e) During the rcporting period, Troop A opcrated exclusively wit...»
a U0 kKlometer radius of All XHE in support of the lst and 2d Brigades, )ita
Infantry Divisicne The troop was targeted against elemonts of the 16th
and 95-B Ncrth Victnamese Army Regiments. Troop L was cxtremely success-
ful in locating the cnemy base arcos, bunlter complexes, and infiltration
routes, The aero rifle platoon was insertcd & total of 42 times in dovel-
oping situations and searching suspected enem; locations and ccmplexcs.
The infantry brigndes were very successful in cxpliiting situations dovel-
oped by the air cavalry troop'!s reconnaissance cfforts. By ormplcying cr-
ganic firepowor, airstrikes, and artillery, Troop 4 was instrunentsl in in-
flicting dovastating destruction on the erimy forcas.

(d) Troop B provided reconnaissance and security support for 211 three

brigades of tie Lth Infantry Division during the nonth uf August. The trocp
supperted the 1lst Drigade a total of 12 days cduring the nenthe During thesc

CONFIDENTIAL
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AVBICB-GC 8 Hoverber 1969
SUBJECT: Oporativnol Report - Lessons Learned, Tth Squadron, 17th Cavelry,
Period Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CS FOR-65 (R2) (U)

12 doys, Troup B developed the situation in Ly different lccations of tiw

1st Brigade's arca ¢f cperaticn to such a degrec that a decision was made
by the Lth Infentry Division Commaonder to conduct multi-battalion operw
ations in all 4 areas. All L operaticns werc cendueted and were highly
successful. The trcop's suppert of the 2¢ and 3d Bripades had n. signifi-
cent activities. On 31 Lugust 1969, Trocp B was assigned Cperational Con-
trol te Tesk Ferce Fighter, a bth Infanmtry Divisicn element, and depluyed

tc BAll ils THUOT - ELST. The missicn of the tre.p was to conduct reconnais-
sance, security and surveillance cperations in general support cf the 23d
Divisicn, Army Republic of Vietnam in the vicinity of BU PRANG Spceial Forc=-
es Canp zYU925'560). Bad weather hampercd the trcep's operaticns during the
entire nonth of Scpbember and a majority of October. The treop located and
destroyced gucrous bunker and structure cuiplexes throughout the assigned ar-
ec of cperations, Iliost of the complexes were cccupicd or indicated signs

of rccent usagce MNumcrous high speed trails with heavy recent usc werce
discovered throughout the arca of operations. Initially, only small groups
of individuals werc observed and engaged. Contact rapidly intensificd the
lost week of Octobere During the period, Troop B inserted the acro rifle
platoon a total of 17 times,

(¢} Troop C provided recomnaissance, security, and swveillance sup-
port for the 173d Airborne Brigade during the cntire reporting period. The
nagorivy of the significant acitivities of the troop were conducted in the
LT LCL Valley and suwrrounding mountainous terraine IEnery contact veried
from small groups to reinforced company sizc forces. Numerous bunikcrs,
cave and tumel complexes were discovercd by the troops All of the con=
Plexcs were cither occupied or indicated signs of recent usage. Troop C
inserted the cero rifle platoon 19 times during the reporting period.

(£) Troop D conducted two recomnaissance-in~force operations in the
CAP BRI tactical area of responsibility during the nonth of Aupgust with
no significant incidents, Tke troop was assipgned Operational Control to
Task Force Fighter on 31 Lugust 1969, The unit deployed to BAN IE TIUCT -
SLST with all oronic vehicles in convoy. The troop was assigned the mis-
sion of providing one platoon for security of an aimunition supply point
at Bull ME THUOT - EAST and the other two platoons were positioned at BU
PRINIG Speecial Forces Camp aB an airmcbile immediate reaction force for
Troop B, The troop had no significant incidents or activities during Scp-
tember and October,

ee (U) Orpanization. No change since last ORLL.

fo (U) Training.

(1) The Army Lviation Refresher Training School Program: The Squade
ron's naintenance progranm has been greatly enhanced as a result of rofreshe
er training provided by the fomy Aviation Refresher Training courses. 4

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBICB-GC 8 Hovorber 1969
SUBJECT: Uperational Report = Lessons Loarned, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry,
Period Ending 31 October 1969, RCS €S FUR-65 (R2) (U)

brealkkdown of a2llocations is included in inclosure 3.
(2) Lviction Training: (Sec inclosurc 3)
(3) Special Training:

(a) Two individusls complcted the Jungle Envirommcntal Survival Traine-
ing coursc in the Philippine Islands.,

(b) Cne individual complcted the fvionics lMaintenance Course in QUI
IM0lT, Republic cof Victnam,

Co (C) LO!f'iSticso
(1) Supolics:

(2) Class I = Rations for Squadron olemenis at CAT ELRI were drawn
fron the hth Infontry Divisions Rations for Troop L were drawn from lst
Brigade, Lth Infantry Division at AN KHE, Troops B and D werc drawn fron
1st Logistics Comand Logistical Support fLctivity at BAN IE THUOT - EAST,
and Troop C drow their rations from the Logistical Support Activity at L3
S0H,

(b) Class II - Supplics were rcquisitioncd from 06th Supply and Scr-
vices Battalion at PLIIIKU, Republic of Vietnam,

(¢) Class III - Packase POL products were requisitioncd through the
80th Supply and Services Battalion and issucd by the S-4 to the troops.
POL for Troop L was supplicd by the lst Brigade, Lth Infantry Divisicn at
AT KHE, POL for Troop C was supplicd by lst Logistical Cormand Logistical
Support Letivity at AN SCNe PCL for Troops B and D waa supplicd by the 1st
Loglstical Cormand Logistical Support Activity at Wi IE TIUOT - ELST.

(d) Class IV =~ Construction was requosted through the local P4 & E by
the unit ccmonders,

(e¢) Class V - Aimunition was requisitioncd from Ammunition Supply
Points 340, 341, lst Logistical Command Logistical Support Lctivity at
BANl IE THUOT « EAST, and QUI MNiON Support Cormand,

(£) Class VII - ilnjor end items were requisitioned from 86th Supply
and Services Battallon,

(2) Requisitions submittcd during quartors

Nonexpendoble - 287
Requisitions completed « 39
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Requisitiuns concelled - 23
Turn-ins made - 112

(3) &4 roconciliativn of all outstanding recuisiticns was nade with
88th Supply and Services Battalion each month,

(4) Renorts of Survey submitted - 13
(5) Ccmbot losses submitted - 17

he (U) Communicaticns. Signal and licssage Center Operations.

(1) During this quarter the total messases sent and received increascd
by 19%. This represents an increase of outgoing traffic by 16 and incom-
ing by 206b. Total ccurier messages decreccsed by 108, however, incoming
courier messases incrcased by 111%. On 31 August 1969, o detachment frem
the comunications platoon was dispatched to Bill I'E THUOT - EAST, to take
care of the traffic for the forward element and Troop Be The entirc coan-
munications platoon is operating at 90% strength, while mainboaining two
separatc communications facilities. Operational statistics are at inclo-
sure L.

(2) sSwitchboard operations indicate on averape increase of 75 calls
per day. This is an overall increase of 155, The communicaticns platoon

is also mointaining o switchboard operation at BAN IE THUCT - ELST for
forward clemcnts,

i. (U) iicterial.
(a) firceraft Maintenance:

(1) i3rcraft mointenance support is provided to the Squadron by two
Direct Support Units as indicated below:

UITTT /LOC/Y ICN DSU/LOCLT ICN
Hq Trocp - CAII® ENALRI 60Lth DSU = C/}P HOLLOW.Y, PLEIKU
Troop 4 -~ CLl:P RLDCLIFF, (N KHE 604th DSU -~ CHTP HOLLOVLY, PLEIKU
Troop B - CAP ENLRI 604th DSU - CAJP HOLLOWAY, PLEIXU
Troop C = LANE ARIY HELIPORT 79th DSU -~ QUI IHON

(2) Because of the wide dispersion of the units, coordinaticn of
heavy maintcnance and supply has been a difficult problem.

(3) Vhen Troop B deployed tc BAN IE THUOT - ELST, o porticn of the

unit's maintenance elcment moved with the troop to perform unscheduled
naintonance and light combat damage. £11 heavy maintenance,; to includc
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provontive naintonanee puricdics were accomplished at CAIP ELALT.

(b) Vehicle Icintcnance: Vohicle maintenance support is provided to
the Squadren by three Direct Support Units as indicated below:

fiziauy DSU/LOC..TION
Hq Troup 624 liaintenancc Battalion - PLEIRU
Trocp L 560th liaintenance Battalion - 4IT KHE
Troup B 624 laintenance Battalion - PLELIU
Troop C Sth aintenance Battalion - i1 SO
Treep D 62d iiaintenance Battalion - PLEIKU

jo (U) Civil ;ffeirs,

(1) Genercl: Icjor areas of concentration during the last quortcr
wore villace cefenses, sanitativon, education and improvement of overall
liviny conditivns,

(2) Operation ond Training Activitics:

(a) PLLI P0G 180 (AR003366): During the past quarter the Civil ff-
fairs teom assisted in organizing o People!s Self Defense Force and gove
basic training for weopons to same, Theoy also asslisted the villagers in
better methuds ¢f sanitaticn and improvemcnt of living conditicns, They
assisted tix: school by supplying basic items such as blackboards, poncils,
paper, ctc.,

(b) I SCH (LRBL7376): During the past quarter the Civil Affzirs
team started and is continuing the training of two nurses. The Civil Lif-
fairs tean has assisted the Popular Forces Platoon in improving their pcer-
imeter defcnscs by supplying sancbags, concertina wire, etc. They olso
assisted in obtaining ammunition and weapons (3~16) for the Popular Forcess
The Civil Affairs tcam, working with Division G-5, enrolled a small deaf 1
buy in o school ifur the deaf at Saigon. /fissistance was provided the vil- (
lopers to improve scnitation and overcoll living conditicns. I

(3) Logistics - The Civil Affairs received support from LE TRUONG
pﬂistrigt, the Squadron Chaplein, PLEIKU /ir Base S-5, and various other
W OTCNUS o

{L) Civil iffairs - The following is a list of projects ccmpleted
during the last quarter.

(a) Health - Plaguc shots wore given to persormal in both villages,

supnlics were pdven to 2 now dispensary, and training for twe nurscs was
cumpleted,
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(b) Educativn - A11 schools were supplicd with the necessary equipnent
to start their term. ilecessary repairs were moade to the school building aud
a hcuse was constructed for the school tcacher.

(c) Sanitotion = L general cleanup progran was eonducted throughout both
villages. They were sprayed with insecticide and three latrines werc con-
structed.

(d) Food Production - 600 frult trees were planted.

(e) Transportation - Transportaticn was provided to move the people
tu the medical foacilitios and market. linxdmum effort was nade to trang;ort
the perscnnel to the polls on election day.

(£) Psychological Operations - licvies werc shown cn o nonthly basis
at cach village,

(p) Other - Constructed L gates with archways at various nceded loca-
ti.ns such as cnbrance to Popular Ferce compound, cntrance to school,
entrances to villaoges.

k. (U) Aceicdent Prevention.

(1) fThe accident rate (per 100,000 flyin; hcurs) was 29.5 for this
quarter,

(2) lceident rate statistics for this quarter are as follows:

TouTH TCT/L FLYING HOURS  NUMBCER OF LCCIDEITS R.IE
Lugust 6342 2 31.54
septoaber 5353 3 56.00
October 5226 0 00,00

(3) Accident Sumary for (uarter by lMonth:
(a) Lupust: Two accidents,
1. 6 iugust 1969, LH-10, aircraft #67-15535, liajor:

Pilot was covering a combat assault inserticn. Upon climbout from
gum run, the cockpit besan to £ill with smoke and RPIl deteriorated ropidiy.
The pilot exccuted a forced landing, however the tail boom was severcd on
touchdown.,
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Pilet was conducting a test flight. Pilot entered autorotation
to perform nmaintenance check and failed to initiate power reecvery until
aireraft was 150 feet above preund level, Full rocovery was not complcted
pricr to touchdown and aireroft landed hard severing tail boeom,

(b) Scptember: Three accidents,
1, 17 September 1969, LH-1G, aircraft #67-156L9, llajor:

Pilot wos on take-off when tail rotor failure with fixed left pod-
al was axperienced, Pilot continued flight ond oxcecuted running londing
at PIlU CLT [FB., The pilot touched down with excessive airspeed (approxi-
mately 70 knots), aireraft slid off rumway sustaining najor danage.

2. 22 Scpterber 1969, OH-6A, aircraft #66-7686, liajor:

Pilot in traffic pattern fcr POL when cngince failed due to fucl
grannirtion,  Pilot cntered auterotaticn and executed a forced lalinz. The
Tl boom was scvered upon touchdown. Lireraft had been flovm for 02+30
Leisa

3. 22 Scptember 1969, OH-6L, aireraft #67-15620, liajor:

o

Instructeor Pilot gave student simulated foreced landing while cn
dotnrrind in traffic potterns Engine failed when throttle was rolled off;
IP tock controls and aubtorotated te groundes Tail buum was severed uron
tensincoune

(¢) Cetobers Vo nccidents,

ie (%) Religicus Astivities.

(I} DTuring the quartcr the Squadren Chaplain conducted a tutal of 15
Suncay cnd 1 Protestant services, with a total attendance of 1,063,

t2) Catholic ilass was cunducted 12 times with a tctal attendance cf
230,

{3) Reliricus services of both denominaticns were condueted at CLIP
LRI, LW LIRFIELD, (N KHE, Bidl IE THUOT - E4ST and BU PRING.

(L) The Squadron Chaplain made 262 visits tc the trocp arcas, cuntact-
ed 1,077 individuals, and visited 1l men who were hespitalized. i

(5) The Squadron Chapel contributed $246.,05 to the Protostant Chap-
lain's Fund and $241,90 to the Catholic Fund,
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(6) The Choplain distributed 12 boxes cf used clothing to the villagers
of PLEI PCO 100, The clothing come from the Pilyrin Congregaticnal Church,
Cambridpe, liassachusetts, USA.

me (U) liedical Section.

(1) The medical section of this squadron consists of a flight surgeon,
11 medics, and one secticn sergeant. L medic is assigned to cach of the
three aero-rifle platoons and one to cach of Troop D's three platoons,
Onc medic operates a forward aid station at BAN IE THUOT -~ EAST, Since the
last quarter, the troops have been deployed to forward arcas where the madn
medical support is in the hands of another flight surgeon.

(2) Lt CLP ENARI the Squadron aid staticn is supported by the hth
lledieal Battalion with laboratory, Xeray, and medical supply. The troop
nedics receive support from this aid staticn on a local basis.

(3) with the forward deployment of the troops and the resulting do-
crease in living conditions, particularly in BAN ME THUOT - EAST and 3U
PRJIG, greatar emphasis has been placed on field sanitaticn. So far, the
health of the command has not been adversely affected and remains at its
previous high standard,

(4) 1ledical Statistics:
PREVIOUS QUARTER REPCRTING QUARTER

Patient visits 1394 765
Imundzations 1050 cL8
Venereal disease 65 ey
Malaria 2 2
Diarrhea 7 2
Hepatitis b 0

2. (C) Section 2, Lessons Learned: Commander's Cbservations, Evaluations,

and Recommendations.

as (U) Personnel, ' lione.

b. (U) Intelligence. None.

c. (C) Operations.
(1) Use of Rockets to Clear Triple Canopy Jungle.

(a) OBSERVATICN: The area of operations in southern II Corps arownd:

. CONFIDENTIAL




A LR PSRBT T o e e

CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACB-GC 68 lovember 1959
SUBJECT: Cperaticnzl Report - Lessons Learned, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry,
Perdod Ending 3L October 1969, ROS C8 ¥CR-65 (R2) (V)

BU PRANG and BU GIA VMap, is 907 triplc canopy Jjungle., The thick canopy
prevented the scout aircraft from observing the ground in the majority of
the arca.

(b) EVALUATTON:

1. then the scouts would locate an arca in which eneny activity,
structures, or fighting positions were suspected, but obscurcd § the
jungle canopy, the punships would make a low angle run firing two to three
pairs of rockets, The rockets would blow away the jungle canopy ahd af-
ford the scouts an excellent view of the ground, It was deternined that
the 17 pound rockots were more effective than the 10 pound rockets.

2. This srocedwre is limited at times by the availability of rockctse

(¢) RECGIIENDATION: It is rccormended thot other oir cavalry units
ohcrating in similar type terrain cmploy the sane sicthod of clecarin: a sus-
nectod eneny arco.

(d) CCiliAMD ACTION: This system has been adopted within the squadron
whenever the situation dictates and the supply of rockcts is available,

(2) Initial Entry imto Arca of Operations,

(a) CBSERVAIION: On many occasions while operating in the II Corps
arca the Caanand ond Control aircraft would procced to the arca of opcra-
tions ahead of the reconnaissance team and cirecle the arca, thon the rc-
comaissance team would enter the area led by the Cobra gunships. The ncicc
of the gunships and the conspicucus cireling of the Cormiand and Control aire
craft uvculd provide pvod warnming to any cnomy personnel in the area thet an
cporation was pending, and thus aiford him time tc take evasive acticn and
scele cover and councoalment.

(b) EVALUMIICI: The OH-6A is less conspicuous in size as well as noise
level, than the Ull=1lH anc AH-1G aireraft. It has been found that if the
OH-6A's proceed to the area first, followed close behind by the gunghips,
and then the Command and Control aireraft, there would be a preater elenent
of surprise on 2y enemy. This procedure hos been utilized on numerous oc-
casions catclhing vnsuspecting enemy troops in the open.

(¢) RECOMENDATION: It is recommended that whenever feasible other
aly cavalry units employ tlis method of initiecl entry into an area of oper-
ations,

(d) CCMIUND ACTION: This system has been adopted within the squadron
when weather permits,

CONFIDENTIAL
13




ARy

CONFIDENTIAL
AVBACBOC 8 November 1969
SUBJECT: Cperational Report -~ Lessons Learned, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry,
Period Ending 31 Cctober 1969, RCS CS FCR-65 (R2) (U)

(3) Use of iational Police in Conjunction with Last Light Perinecter
Visual Reconnrissance,

(a) OBSIRVATION: While condueting the last light visual reconnaissance
around the BAN ME THUOT airfield,numerous suspicious personnel were observed.
Sone of the persomnel would run into the underbrush and take evasive action
wvlien spotted by the observation aircraft. This presented o problem ia that
the civilians who lived .n the area were supposedly friendly, and apprehen=
sion of these porsomnel (should they be imnocent civilians) could be embor-
rassing. Weapons could not be fired as a warning device for fear of injur-
ing other innocent nersonncl.

(b) EVALULTICN: The National Police in BAN ME THUOT were requested to
provide a snuall force (3 or L men). Thesc personnel flew in a UH-1H air-
creft (with a radio operator and an interpreter) as part of the visual re-
connaissaince tcaie When suspicious persommel wore encountercd, the Nation-
al Police would be insertede They would deteraine if the individual con-
cerned should be detained or released. This procedure has been utilized
very effcctively in the Bal ME THUOT area, and on scveral occasions VC sus-
peets were devained, :

(¢) RECGIZIMATICN: It is recommended that other cloments opcrating
in similar arcas, utilize the above procedures on their last light visunl
reconnaissancc.

(a) CCilLiND LCTION: This procedurc has been adopted within the Squadron
when the National Police are avallable.

(L) Use of Air Cavalry Troop Assets for Inscrtion/Extraction of Long
Range Neconnaissance Patrols (LRWP).

(a) CBSHWATION: During the »ast quarter onc troop perfornucd 20 inscr-
tion/extrection oporctions. Each of thesc missions nomally roquire 2 qine
ships (AH=-1G) ond 1 troop ship (Ul=UI) for ~pproximately two lours,

(b) EVILUATILH: The ecmployment of the air cavalry troop for inscrtion/
extraction of LiRP's leaves the remoining troop assets wused. Although
the troop coecs have the capability to perform the mission, the usc of the
gun teas and the troop ship prevents tho remaining troop cloments from bo-

ing productive,

(e¢) RECCIiuwiDATICN:  Recomond that cormondors who are given operation-
al control of adlr cavalry assets bo appriced of the loss of productive com=
bat powor in tic assigmnt of LRRY insortion/cxtroction missicns to air
cavalry units,
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(d) CCIMALD [CTION: Supported undt cormendors are continually orionted
on the disadvantages of using air cavalry asscts for LRRP missicns.

(5) Growd Cavalry itocormaissonce Tactica.

(a) OBSEVATIUN: The vohicle mounted ground troop of the air cavalry
squndron is ofton called upon to perform rcconnaissances of arcas that are
popllated by a large number of rivers and stroan bods with overlooking high
growirl. It was cbscrved that the reconnalssance platoons oftcen used toc=-
tics cquivaleont to o single column operating as closc to the river as pos-
sitle.

(b) LVALUATION: Uhile providing the greatest naxirmm firepower and good
observatica to the flonk, hence possible cnany locaticns, this formation
deos Little in providing for a full reconnaissonce of the arca. The usc of
two teas, cach campesed of two scout vehicles and one 106 gun jecp, pro-
vides for 211 cround sceurity as well as cxeellent rcconnaissance. One
sem operates close to thoe river lino, while the other operates in the higa
graxt overlocking the strean. Either alternate or successive bounds con
be camloyed by the scouts, while the 106 jeop can provide iimoediate heavy
suphort for his toams Tho lower tean conducts o eloso reconnaissance of
the streon line, supported, if nccossary, by the infantry scction. The ud-
per toon flushes oub possible ambushes from above, provides nocossary sup-
porting firo for the lower team and condusts & thorough arca recconmmodssance
of the high groumd. From this overlooking positicn it can observe enoiy
activity in tho valloy,.

(¢) LECCLISNDIAION: It is recomended that the vchiele mounted ground
units adent this type reconnaissanco in apprepriste torrain.

(4) CCLI{AND ACTICN: Terrain pormitting, thoe ground unit of this syuivi-
rcn eapleys this tochrdque.

ds (U) Crganization. lone.

c. (U) Traiving.

(1, Todl Retor Failures Procodures.

(a) OBSEHVATION: Host of the now cviators crriving in this coumand
are unfadliar with the amorgoncy procedwres to follow when a tadl rotor
failure occure,

(b) EVALUATION: Tho now aviator has a sorious problom wnderstanding
procodurcs to bo followed during a tall rotor fallwre. IHe doos not under-
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stand that he con control the "yawing® of the circraft by a'ding or redue-
ing power and that tho propor power aprlication cr reduction con be usad
tov safoly lond the aircraft. The new aviator hos a tendency to wpply a
singlo solutivn for a1l types of tail rotor failures. This in itself is
a pric exauple of his limited undorstanding and lmowledge of this cuer-
goncy procedure. '

(c) RICCIZTDATICN: Tt is folt that the student reoccives acdequate
class room instruction on tail rotor failurcs but the problen ardscs frem
tho lack of cemonstrativn ond expericnce, It is reccrmended thet the US
Lrry Lviction School place nore enphasis on perforning simulated tail ro-
tor fallurcs to previde the aviator with a hicher degree of confidence,
understanding and ability in perfcrming this mancuvor,

(d) coOMLID ACTION: A1l newly assigned aviators receive a therough
ariefing by on IP on tail rctor failures and all othor cmergency precerl=-
urcs, Juring his initial in-country checlkyide the cvictor is given in-
struction on tail rotor failures and must be able to satisfactorily nore-
forn this mancuvor »rior to being rcleoased to fly missicns.

\2) Inproper usc of AH=1G Forward Battory Compartnunt.

(a) OBSFRVATICN: This ccrmand has experionced twe AH-1G forward bat-
tery conpartment fires during the last threc months.

(b) EVALUATICH: Pilots and crowchicfs worc using the forward battory
compartnient as a storapge arca for all types of oxtraneous objects and na-
torials, including metal oxticles and oily ragse The forward battery come
partiont circuit breokép is being depressed by weight and motion of thcse
articles and arcing or shorting occurs due to contact between motal objects
and the battery cable.

(¢) IECO!ZENDATICN: That all troop commandors inform all pilots and
crew persomnel in their respective uwnits thot the forward battery coupart-
nont is not 2 storape compartmemt and that it will be kept conpletoly frce
of all axtrancous niaterials in the future.

(d) CUMMID ACTICN: A1l AH-1G instructor silots and standardization
instructor pilots arc including this information on in-country and nincty
day stoncdardization rides. A lotter has beea distributed to all unite in
this comian! emphasizing inspection of tho forward battery compartment dur-
ing pro-flipht and dally operation.

f. (U) LO!EBtic +« Nono.

e (U) Cormunication. Nonc.
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he (U) Material. Aircraft liaintenance Publications.
(1) CBSERVATION: TB 55-1500-307-25, August 1969, Aircraft Components

Requiring Meintenance Management and Historicai Data is in contradiction to
the aircraft -20.

(2) EVALUATION: Adrecraft componencts have been deleted from this TB
and cannot be found in the applicable aircraft TM. Aircraft condition change
items have been changed to time change items, however the applicable Tii's
were not changed to state the TBO of the item. This publication hes con-
fused the technical inspectors in the field, Aircraft historical records
cannot be maintained properly if the Tli's sent tc the ficld are inaccuratd.

(3) RECCIHEWDATICH: When a change, or new momual, such as TB 55<1500-
307-25 is published, the necessary changes to ¢u.cr manuals should be cc-
complished at the same time. The nroblem could be eliminated if all the in-
formation necessary to maintain rccords on time change components would bo
censclidated in onc publication.

(L) CO:MAND ACTION: All aireraft mainton:ince personnel have been in-

~formed of the conflict between the two publicaticns. A recormended chongce

was subnitted to DA Publications, DA Form 2028,
i. (U) hcdical. Halaria:

(1) OBSERVATI(N: The two cases of malarin in the squadron both occurrcd
in personnel on R:R or out-proccssing for DERLS.

(2) EVALUAYICN: Personncl seem to foul thit malaria chemoprophyloxic
is an in-country activity and that as thcy lecave Victnam thcy can do cuny
with the anti-malaria »ills. This is despite the uandatory nalaria de-
bricfing. Thc imortance of continued intake of Dapsone and Chloroquine-
Primaquine is borne out by the number of pecople whe develop maleria aftor
leaving Victnam. The maloyda organism can bc nresciut in the body without
the person becing aware of it. It is almest clways 1dllcd if the onti-nol-
aria nodieino is contimued as directed upon lecaving Vietnam, (Cnc Dapscnc
pill dadly fur 30 days, and cne Chlorvquine-Primoquine nill weekly for cipat
wecks) s If thosc are not taken in thds namner, the wnlaria organdsm nry
not be ldllcd and neleria will result.

(3) RECCIESDATICN: Morc thorough mnlaria debricfing and classcs on
unlarin scan woarrantod,

(L) COMMAND ACTION: All pcrsonncl are outeproccssed throuph the aid
station and are bricfed cn the importance of cuntinucd conswaption of the
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pills upon leaving; Vietnom. A series of classcs liave been instituted for
all incomdn: pirsenncl as well,

jo (U) Safotv. Inndequate Training cf 41-1C Pilots.

(1) OBSERVATION: This command has experienced 6 major AH-1G accidents
in the last 12 months due to unsuccessful autorotations.

(2) EVALUATION: The program of instruction in the CONUS AH-1G tran-
sition/Gunnery Courses does not include touchdown autorotations. The unit
IPt's have found that the majority of the AH-1G pilots have difficulty in
judging rate of closure during autorotations and also with keeping the nose
of the aircraft aligned with the runway at touchdown. The pilots also lack
confidence in their ability to successfully execute an autorotation as is
demonstrated by their refusal to jettison rocket pods during emergency de-
scents (they feel the pods will prevent the aircraft from rolling over at
touchdown). The shortcomings have seriously affected the pilots' ability
to successfully cope with an inflight emergency.

(3) RECOMMENDATION: More emphasis be placed on touchdown autorotations
during the AH-1G Transition course at the Army Aviation School.

(4) COMMAND ACTION: All AH-1G IP/SIP's are placing maximum emphasis
on autorotational proficiency during in-country and 90 days standardization
rides. Particular emphasis is placed on rate of closure, alignment with
runway, and increasing the pilot's confidence in his ability to successful-
ly execute a forced landing.

4 ,
/”1ﬁ¢4 L/‘>} 54
5 Incl mﬁa‘s 8 1{& ?
as LIC, IR
Incls 1 and 4 wd HQ, DA Cormanding
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d) (v)

DA, HEADQUALTZRS, L7TH AVIATION GROUF COMBAT), ALG 96240 25 November 1463

T0: Department of the army (ACSFOx, DA), v.ashiagton, D.C. 30310
Commanding General, I Field Forces Vietnam, APO 96350

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the attached report, con-
siders it to be adequate, and concurs with tiie contenis as stuted,
except as indicated below.

2, (C) The followinz comments and recomaendations are subnitted:

a, Section I, Operations: Significant Activities.

(1) Faragraph la(3), Paze 1, (U) Llist of subordinate units
reflecting the orzanizational structure sihould be an inclosure to
the report, neference USAnV Regulation 525-15, Para 5b(1)(b).

(2) Paragraph lc, Pa e 4, (C) Intellizence. The Intelligence
portion should contain information of significant historical value.
Paragrarhs c(2)(a) through (e) contain an intellizence sumaarr.

This information should be omitted from future OilLl keports.

(3) Faragraph 1f, Page 8, Training. (U) This paragraph should
indicate the number of days during the rejporting period that the unit
engaged in training. Reference USAWV iiegulation 525-15, Fara 5b(1)(c).

b. Section 2, Lessons learned: Commander's Observations, Lval-

vations and wecommendations.

(1) Paragraph 2e(2), Paie 18, Inproper use of 4H-1G Forward
Battery Qom%rtment. (1) 17ta aviation Group (Combat) SOP, Amnex
Z, Policy File states that no item will be stored in an- aircraft -
coupartment other than the cargo compartrent. This policy ap.lies

to all aircraft within the Group.

(2) Faragraph 2h(1), Page 19, Material. (U) iion-concwr. The
two manuals in Question are not in conflict with one another. Both
are dated Auz 69, and it is presumed that the comment. was based =
comparison with an outdated =20,

FOR Tl COi.'ANDZK:
R N S S
MARC L. TUMAS
CPT, ADA
Adjutant

-

CF:
7/17th ACS . 2
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVFA-GC-HIST (8 Nov 69) 24 Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry,
Period Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U) =

DA, Headquarters, I Field Force Vietnam, APO 96350
TOs Commending General, lst Aviation Brigade, APO 96384

1. (U) This headquarters has evaluated subject ORLL and forwarding
indorsement and coneurs,

2, (U) Peference paragraph 1g(1)(a)&(c): References to lst Log Cmd
Logistical Support activity at AN SON should be changed to read USASC, QiNH.

3. (C) Reference para 2¢(2): Concur. The cited procedure for using
an OH-6A airecraft in lieu of a larger aircraft to scout a new AO
followed immediately by gunships and command and control aircraft is
excellent from the point of view of sscurity. This procedure will

be disseminated to all units in II CTZ.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

FREDERICK E. HOLLAND

ILT AGC
ASST A8
CF:
1 - CO, 17th Avn Gp (Cbt)
1l - CO, 7th Sqdn, 17th Cav
22
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AVBAGO=0 (8 Nov 69) 3d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report=Lessons Learned, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry,
Period Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

DA, HEADQUARTERS, 1ST AVIATION BRIGADE, APO 96384 17077 1969
THRU: Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam, ATTNs AVHGC-DST,
APO 96375
Commander-in-Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-IT,
APO 96558

103 Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D.Ce 20310

1. This headquarters has reviewed subject report and concurs with the
corments as indorsed, except as noted below.

2. The following additional comments are considered pertinentt

as Paragraph 2e(l), page 17 addresses inadequate tail rotor failure
training., New aviators arriving in country since September 1969 have
been given in-flight training in tail rotor failure procedures in UH-l
aircraft at the United States Army Aviation School (USAAVNS); however,
these maneuvers are not currently taught in LOH and AH-1G aircraft.
To improve pilot ability in adequately coping with actual tail rotor
fajlures, recormend Headquarters USARV request USAAVNS to include sim-
ulated tail rotor failures in programs of instruction for the LOH and
AH-1G aircraft.,

b. Paragraph 2h, page 19 addresses contradictions between TB 55-
1500=-307-25 and the aircraft -20. Nonconcur. TB 55~1500-307-25, dated
5 August 1969, currently has three changes; change one, dated
23 September 1969; change two, dated 13 October 1969, and change three,
dated 21 October 1969, Each of these three changes was issued to correct
omissions and/or errors in the basic publication. TB 55=1500-307-25 is
a consolidation of all time change and condition change items for all
types of aircraft. The only variation from these established standards
is the organizational maintenance manual (=20). According to paragraph
56(1) of TB 55=1500=307=25, the appropriate organizational maintenance
manual (-20) will be used to determine the correct component time change
life when there is conflicting information presented in TB 55-1500-307-25.
This paragraph also requests submission of a DA Form 2028 when mainte-
nance personnel become confused by the two publications.

¢+ Paragraph 21, pege 19 discusses malaria cases of personnel on
leave and R&R. The requirement to take malaria prevention pills while
on R&R and leave and after final departure from Vietnam has been stressed
repeatedly in the past. In accordance with USARV Regulation 40-4
(Prevention of Malaria), commanders of replacement facilities are
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AVBAGC=0 (8 Nov 69) 3d Ind 17 DEC 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry,
Period Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR=-65 (R2) (U

required to assure that personnel departing Vietnam have the required
number of malaria pills, read and sign the malaria debriefing statement
(MACV Form 270) and receive instruction concerning the requirement to
take the pills after DEROS., Informal inquiry indicates that the need
for malaria chemoprophylaxis has not always been stressed at R&R depar—
ture points; however, the USARV Preventive Medicine Officer has been
apprised of this situation and will accomplish the following:

(1) Request more emphasis be placed on malaria briefings given to
departing personnel at R&R centers.,

(2) Consider a change in USARV Regulation 40-4 to clarify the need
for malaria briefings at R&R centers.

In addition, a reminder of the need for malaria pills while on R&R and
leave will be placed in the lst Aviation Brigade bulletin and repeated
every other month.

ds Paragraph 2j(1), page 20 addresseslack of proficiency in touch=-
down autorotations. The lack of touchdown autorotations in the AH-1G
transition course at USAAVNS has created an additional training require-
ment on the units in 1st Aviation Brigade. To eliminate this requirement,
request Headquarters USARV initiate a request for inclusion of touch~
down autorotations in the program of instruction for AH=-1G transition
training at the United States Army Aviation School, Fort Rucker, Alabama.

e

ARTHUR W. LITTLE

Copy 3d Ind Furn: CPT AGC
m. 7th squl. 17th CaV A':;bl A'\;.

24

vt

i e A e L N 1




AVEGC-DET (8 Nov 69) 4th Ind
SUBJROT: Operationsl Report-Lessons Learned, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry,
Period Ending 31 October, R0S C8 FOR-65 (R2)

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO 8San Francisco 96375 9 7 JAN 1970

T0: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pscific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operationsl Report-Lessons Learned
for the quarterly period ending 31 October 1969 from Headquarters, 7th
8quadron, 17th Cavalry and comments of indorsing headquarters.

2., Comments follow:

a. Reference item conce "Use of Rockets to Clear Triple Canopy
Jungle®, page 14, paragraph 2¢(1); concur. This technique has been used
by other units in RVN with successful results.

b. Reference item concerning "Use of Air Cavalry Troop Assets for
Insertion/Extraction of Long Range Reconnaissance Patrols (IRRP)", page 16,
paragraph 2¢(4); conour. While the air cavalry troop has the capability
to perform LRRP insertions/extractions, to use them in this role may reduce
their ability to perform in their primary role of reconnaissance or security.
Other aviation assets are normally available to conduct thfs mission. The
commander should carefully evaluste the degradation to the cavalry troopls
capability prior to committing it to LRRP insertion/extraction missions.

c. Reference item concerning "Teil Rotor Failure Procedures®, page 17,
paragraph 2e(1) and 3d Indorsement, paragraph 2aj concur with the recommen-
dation, command action and the 3d Indorsement. This matter has been
brought to the attention of the USAAVNS and the school 1s currently teach-
ing touchdown fixed neutral and fixed right pitch tail rotor procedures.
USARV has requested copies of USAAVES standardization of maneuver guides
so that the procedures used in USAAVNS can be incorporated in the USARV
standardization of maneuvers guides. This matter will be discussed with
the USAAVNS member of the CONARC Liaison Team during his visit to USARV
in Jamuary 1970,

d. Reference item concerning "™Malaria®, page 19, paragraph 2i; 1st
Indorsement, paragraph 2b(2); and 3d Indorsement, paragraph 2¢s concur.
This item was published in Commanders Notes, 31 October 1969,

25




AVEGC-DST (9 Nov 69) 4th Ind
SUBJNOTs Operational Report-lLessons Learned, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavelry
Period Ending 31 October, RCS OS FOR-65 (R2)

o. Reference item concerning "Inadequate Training of AH-1G Pilots®,
page 20, paregraph 2] and 3d Indorsement, paragraph 24; oconcur with the
recoomendation, command eotion and the 3d Indorsement. This matter will
be discussed with the USAAVNS member of the CONARC Liaison Team during
his visit to USARV in January 1970,

FOR THE COMMANDER:

7 2 7?
L. B MURRAY /

crr, AGC
Oy furn Assistent Adjutont Generol
7th Squadron, 17th Cav
18t Avn Bde
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GPOP-DT (8 Nov 69) Sth Ind (U)

SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry for Period
Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Prancisco 96558 ¢ FEB 1970

TO: Assiatant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D, C. 20310

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

Opfar~

C. L. SHORTT
CPT, AGC
Asst AG
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CONFIDENTIAL
OPERATICNAL STATISTICS FCR THE PERIOD
1, (C) Resulte:

SORTIES TROCPS CARGO KIA STRUCTURES
UNIT COMBAT OTHER LIFTED STOIBZ CONF UNCONF DAM DEST
HQ TRP 1333 415 2840 80 ——e - —— ———
TRP A 10179 476 5501 15 128 125 37 308
TRP B L8673 357 5535 1 37 39 — 170
TRP C 6800 815 7872 - ) 10 L2 224
TRP D - - -merew - -emen - ab h e -——
TOTAL 23185 2063  7IMLE ™ W Im T T
Detaineces: 86

Enemy liaterial Captured: Enemy Material Destroyed:

8 - IIVA Packs 6 ~ Sampans

1 - Bolt Action Rifle 1470 - Pounds of Rice

2 - SKS Rifles 6 - Bicycles

6 - AK-L4T Rifles 2 « Cal .50 lMachine Guns
20 - [X-47 Rounds 3 - AK=U47 Rifles

3 = Cal ,30 MHachine Guns 1 = B4O Rocket Launcher
1l - ,12 Gauge Shotgun , = B4O Rockets

3 = BLO Rocket Rounds 3 = Fish Traps

1 - B4D Rocket Launcher 1 - NVA Pack

1 - 60 Millimeter Mortar Tube
10 - 60 Millimeter Mortar Rounds
2 - 81 liillimeter Mortar Rounds
L - 82 liillimeter Mortar Rounds
40 - Cal .50 lMachine Gun Rounds
13 - 57 Millimeter Rocket Launcher Rounds
L4 - 75 Millimeter Rocket Launcher Rounds
1 - 105 Millimeter Rocket Round
5 = Chicom Grenades
101 - Pounds of Plastic Explosives
734,850 Piasters from a KIA

2, (C) Aircraft Lost and Damaged:

AIRCRAFT  LOST DAMAGED
UIIT. TIFE m L)
R TRCOP UH-1H - : -
TROUP A OH-6A 4 (NOTE #1) 15
UH-1H -- L
AH-10 2 (1oTE #2) I
TRCOPB e-60 9 (WOTE #3) 6
UH-1H 1 (}OTE #h =
AH-10 1 (WTE #5 1
Incl 2 CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

TROGP O CH-6A 2 (MOTE #6) 7
UH-1H -
AY-1G 2 (NCTE #7) -

NOTE #1. Two were crash damage, one was combat damage, and one was cxten-
sive maintenance,

NOTE #2. Both were crash damage.

NOTE #3. Three were crash damage, two ware combat damage, and four were
extensive maintenance,

NOTE #L4. Extensive maintenance.
NOTE #5, Crash damage.

NCTE #0. Both were combat damage.
ILIE #7. Both were crash damage.

3. (8} Ilying Hour Statistics For The Period:

a. The average flying hours by type aircraft:

CH-OA AH-1G UH-1H
199.1 167.1 220.1

b« The average flying hours by type aircraft by troop:

NI OH=6A AH-1G UH=-1H4
HQ TRCUP  eemew — 238.6
TROCP 4 221,8 191.0 196.1
TRCGP P 181.8 201,1 236.3
c. The cumulative flying hours by troop and by type aircraft:
UNIT OH-6A All-18 UH-1H TOTiL
HQ TRUCP ————— —nave 1193 1193
TROOP A 1996 1719 1969 526l
TROCP B 1636 1810 1890 5336
TROCP C 17 1653 1731 5128
TOTAL 3 TIg2 5383 18571
CONFIDENTIAL

Incl 2 . 29




B -
E

e 3 S A e gty

TRAINING AS OF 31 OCTOBER 1969
1. (U) The ALRTS Program:

ALLOCATIUNS
4UCUST SEPTEMBER CCTOBER
CCURSES REC'D FILLED REC'D FILLED REC'D FILLED
LOH Airframe 0 0 0 0 L L
UH-1H Airframe 1 1 1 1 1 1
-3 Airframe 0 0 3 3 1 1
I0H Lagine 3 3 1l 1l 1l 1l
LH-1C irmement for Off 1 1 2 2 1 1
JH-ZG Jraoment for EM 1l 1l 2 2 1l 1
Teclk 3 pely 1l 1 2 2 0 0
Tech Tasgector 0 0 1 l 1l 1l
2. (U3 Transition:
ALLOC/ATIONS
AUGUST SEPTEMEER ' OCTOBER
COURSES ‘D  FILLED REC'D FILLED REC'D FILLED
* hH-1G 3 3 0 0 L L
3: (U) -I_P/S-__]_;gt
ALLOCATIONS
AUGUST SEPTEMBER GCTOBER
COURSZS REC'D  FILLED REC'D  FILLED REC'D  FILLED
AH-1G 0 0 2 2 0 0
LoH 1 1 1 1 1 1
UH-1 1 1 0 0 0 0
30
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ATRCRAFT MAINTENANCE

1. (C) Aircraft Strength as of 31 October 1969:

OH-6L AH-10 UH-1H TOTAL
UNIT §ORE/ASC AUTH/ASG AUTH/ASG AUTH/ASG
HQ TROCP e s /5 1/5
TROOP 4 ; 10/9 9/9 8/8 27/26
TROOP B 10/9 9/9 8/8 27/26
THOOP C 10/9 9/8 6/6 21/25
TOTAL 30/27 27/26 31/29 88/82
2. {C) fyhrags Macrafe jadlability by Troop by Typo mrcraft:
wry OH-64 AH-1G . UH-1H
HQTROOP @ cmeee eeees 78% OR
3% NORS
19% HNORM
TROOP A 60% OR 60% OR 7% Cch
22% MNCRS 20% NORS 115 MORS
10% NORM 204 NORM 115 iCRi
TRCOP B 73% CR 73% OR 0% CR
115 NOus 105 NWORS 13 104S
13% NORM 17% NORM 13 1ICRH
TROOP C 76% CR %> OR 76% OR
15¢ HORS 135 HCRS 15% 10RS
95 NORM 8% NORM 9% TowWi:
3/
CONFIDENTIAL
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Operational Report - Lessons Learned, HQ, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry

6. ORSCRIPTIVE NOTES (Type of ropert ond incluesive datea)

Experlences of unlt eugaged in counterinsurgency operations, ] Ayg 69 to 31 Oct

s AU THORISI (Flra! nome, middis inttiel, 1set name)

E ; .
§
i CO, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry
g T Riv5ay oavs 78. TOTAL NG O) DAGES 7h. NO. OF REFS J
i 8 November 1969 434 _
[ rour'nAcr OR GRANTY NO Bl OHIGINAITGR'S 1) POt m-runn "is)
b, PROJECTY NO 6913 1)5
N/A
.. Uh DTMEN IO 1715 (Any other unliete that may e eseipnd |
] thia taport)
{ 4.
1 10O DISTRINITION STATEMS N T -
|
k i
g 11 SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES V2. SEONSGRING MITETAY AC 11VI 17 R
¥
! N/A OACSFOR, DA, Wadhington, D.C. 20310
§ — —

i3 ARSTRACY
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