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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310

IN REPLY RKFER TO

AGDA (M) (13 Mar 70) FOR OT UT 694175 18 March 1970

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquarters, 3d Brigade,
9th Infantry Division, Period Ending 31 October 1969 (U)

SEE DISTRIBUTION

1. Subject report is forwarded f¢r review and evaluation in accordance
with paragraph 4b, AR 525-15. Evaluations and corrective actions should
be reported to ACSFOR OT UT, Operational Reports Branch, within 90 days
of receipt of covering letter.

2, Information contained {n this repo-t is provided to insure appropriate
benefits in the futuve from lessons learned during current operations and
may be adapted for use in developing training material,

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY:

1 Incl

as Colonel,

Acting The Adjutant
DI STRIBUTION: & jutant General

Commanding Generals
US Continental Army Commond s T
US Army Combat Developments Command C
US Army Materiel Command

Commandants
US Army War College
US Army Command and General Staff College
US Army Armor School
US Army Aviation School
US Army Chemical School
US Army Combat Surveillance School
US Army Electronic Warfare School

US Army Engineer School fRegraded unclassified when separated
US Army Field Artillery School

US Army Infantry School from classified inclosure.

US Army Institute for Milicary Assistance
US Army Medical Field Service School
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(May end June) due to the redeployment of the 9th Infantry Division. Therefove,
this 3d Brigade ORLL will cover four months (July, August, Septeuber, and October).
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DEPARTHENT 9¥ TH® ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, 3D BRIGADE, 9TH INFANTRY DIVISION
APO San Prancisco 96371

AVBB.MH 15 November 1969
SUBJNCT:  Operational Report of 3d frigade, 9th Infantry Divisioa, for Period
Inding 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (Ri) (U)

Comsrnding Goneral, ?5%h Infantry Division ATTH: AVDC-MH, APO 96225
Commanding Geacrel, United States Army Vistnam, ATIN: AVACG (DST), AP0 96375
Commanding General, United Ctates Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT, AP0 96558

1. (C) Sestdon 1, Sirmificent, Crrzvizational/Unit. Activitiea
a. (C) Introduction:

(1) During the reporting poriod, 1 July 1969-31 October 1969, tho 3d
Srigade, 9th Infantry Ddviasion contimusd operations in leng An Province and the
border areas of the three adjacent provinces; Hau Nghia, Gia Dinh, end Dinh
Thuong. The Lrigade headquartars remained located at Tan An. As in the previous
reporting period, the 3d Brigade continued to participate in Operation Toan
Thang (Phase III). The objective of Operation Toan Thang III (Complete Victory)
is to seek out the ememy with aggressive combined opsrations to prevent his em-
ployment of men and equipment.

(2) The 3d Brigade, 9th Infentry Division wes involved in combat during
every day (123) of this reporting period.

b. (C)} Crysnlzatdon:

(1) Dus to the redeployment of tho lst and 24 Brigadns of the 9th Infantsy
Division, the 3d Brigade was reorganized as a separate hrigade on 20 July 196Y.
The following units were relieved from the 9tk Infantry Division and assigned
to the 3d Brigade, 9th Infantry Division, under the provisions of USARV GO 2434,
dated 6 July 1969, sffective 20 July 1969:

BAC, 3d Bde, 9th Infantry Division

2d Battalion, 47th Infantvy (Mechanized)

6th Battalion, 31st Infentry

20d Battalion, 60th Infartry . o , -
" DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;

: - DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
OR oT VT : 70D DIR 5200.10

74175

Inclosure QON FIDENTIRL.
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5th Battalion, 60th Infantry

23 Battalion, 4th Field Artillery

39th Chemical Detachment

19th Public Information Detachment

19t1 Military History Detacbment

26/h Field Artillery Detachment (Radar)
45tk Infantry Platoon (Scout Log)

. 15 Novomber 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 3d Brigade, 9th Infantry Division, for Pericd
Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

United States Army Air Cushion Vehicle Umit, Republic of Vietnam

(2) Additionally the following units were provisionally ovganized and assigned
to the 3d Brigade, 9th Infantry Divisicn under the provisions of USARV GO 2434

dated 6 July 1969, effective 20 July 1969:

Bt PSA OIF AN X ENa
Composite Service Support Ba (Prov) A 1 9 49
Headquarters and Headquarters Det (Prov) 12 a 53
Company 4 (Prov) 12 3 17
Company B (Prov) 9 5 18,
Company C (Prov) 8 1 76
Engineer Company (Prov) 5 160
Signal Company (Prov) 3
Military Police FPlatoon (Prov) 1 39
M, Redar Detachment (Prov) 1 7
Infantry Flatoon (Combat Tracksr) {Prov) 10
' Company, Infantry (Ranger) (Prov) 2 59
Military Intelligence Det (Prov) 9 2 2
2

9
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66
192
198
85
165
102
40
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of 3d Brigade, Gth Infantry Division, for Period
Inaing 31 October 1969, RCS C3FOR-65 (R1) (1)

(3) Additionally, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 3d Brigade 9th Infentry
Livision wau provisionally reorganized under provisions of HSARY GO 2.34 duted 6
July 1969, ai'feetive 20 July J969. The unit wae organised under i10% 77-1027

FAC 2/68. Strongth nuthorization is as follows:

OFF ) By MG )
40 8 155 203

(4) Due to the aircraft configuration (four LOH's and four UH-1H's) o sixtecn
man augmentabion to the Brigade Aviation Section wes espproved, per USARV letter
under MNTOE 7/-102T,

(¢) The 3d Battalion 7th Inf, 199 LIB which came under the operationsl control
of the 3d Bde on 2 June 1969, maintained this status when the brigade was re-
organized.

(6) On 20 July 1569, the 3d Bde placed the 6th Battalion 31st Infantry under
the operational control of the 9th Infantry Division,

(7) On 26 July 1969, the 9th Inf Div released cperationsl control of the 34
tde to the Commanding General, II FFORCEV, who in turn placed the 3d Sde wwier
the operatioial control of the Commanding Gemeral, 25th Inf Division,

(8) On 31 August 1969, 3d Bn, 7th Inf 199 LIB was released from cperational
control of the 3d Bde and returned to operational control of the 199th LIB
within its Tactical Area of Responsibility (TAOR).

(9) ©On 31 jugust 1969, the 6th Bn, 31st Inf was released from operational
contirol of the 9th Infantry Division and moved from Dong Tam to Cra (jouc,
Iong An Province, where 14 once egaln cems umder the operational controi of
the Bd Bdes

(10) HHC 3d Bde, 9th Inf Div, provisionally rearganized during the period
20 July 69 to 1 Oct 69, was reorgenized under the provisions of USAFPAC GO
705 dated 24 September 1969, effective 1 October 1969. There were no changes
in strength authorization.

(11) Effective 1 October 1969, USARPAC GO 705, dated 24 September 1969
granted authority to activate end organize the foilowing units with manning
strengths as indicated:

iz OFE (0} B 464
56th Signal Company 3 0 99 102
3
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of 3d Brigade, 9th Infantry Division, for Period
inding 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)
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571st Engineer Company 5 160 165
99th CS Support Bn 42 9 493 S5tk
483d Military Police Platoon 1 39 40
65th Infantry Detach 10 10
(Combat Trackers’

Co E (Ranger) 75th Inf 2 59 61
493rd Military Intelligence Det 9 2 21 3z
276th Artillery Detacn 1 8 9
(MPQ~4 Radar)

(12) Organizational Structure -~ Incl 1
{13) Roster of Key Personnel « Incl 2
(14) Bde TAOI - Incl 3

c. (C) Zersonnel end Administretion

(1} The redeployment of the 9th Infantry Division and the concurrent re-
organization of the 3d Brigade into a separate light infantry brigade increased
the complexity of personnel and administrative procedures. Since the new
organization is so different from the Brigade organization during the previcus
reporting pericd, no attempt has been made to compare statistics.

(2) Genoral Data: Se~ lnclosure 4 for information and statistics concerning
the following:

(a) Maintenence of Unit Strength.

(b) Personnel Management.

{¢) Developrent and Maintenance of Morale.
{d) Meintenance of Discipline, law and Crder.

(1) ©Piscussion:

(a) General: Inemy activity in I¢ an Province during this reporting
pericd contlnved the decline which marked the two weck priod immediately fol-

lowing the enncuncement of rcedeplcyment of two brigades of the 9th Infantry
Marigion, Twemv favwesg gener-t7tr - o =3 2w apatterad, low leval cdiaate by

3t
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AVBB-MI 1% Novomber 1969

SUBJECT: Opcrationsl Report of 3d Brigade, 9th Infantry Division, for Period
Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U

fire ageinst isolated targets of opportunity and conducted cporadie operationc
s.zed at pacifizetion eflorts. Infiltration activity redencd o paiax Juring

uns month of August (with the attempted infiltration of the N series upits, the
308th Bn and the 267tk Bn), Successful interdiction efforis by friendly forces
contributed to a subssquent lull in enemv turiliruuion sctivity during the montn
of Ssptember.

Captured documents and prisoner ofwar reports obtained during the latter
nalf of August and the month of September indicated that enemy units bad broken
down into groups of 20 - 30 men, with some further divided into 3 =4 man cells.
Unit missions were reportedly as follows:

1. Avoid contact.

4 Await resupply and replacements.

3. Conduct limited anti-pacification operations.
4. Prepare for future offensive vperations.

During the l=.tsr half of October, a sipgnificant increase in enemy activity
occurred. Intelligence indicators point to possible preparations for a nation~
wide offencive. Key cadre fronm enemy units heve reportedly boen seal to Pa Thu
and increased contacts are occurring along known enemy lines of commuunicavion.
It is anticipated that should such an offensive occur, it would probably be
dwring the middle of November,

(5} July: Activity during the month of July was sporadic and generally of
low irtensity. On 3 July, D-2/60 engaged elements of the 308th Bn wmoving into
southern Ben Luc District (vic XS 596726). The contact vesulted in 17 VC KT
(BC) and 1 AK-47 captured. On 210 July, A~5/60, operating vieinily As 635704,
received SA/AW fire from 2 =3 VC in u bunker. The contact expanded, evontunl’-r
resu.cing in 11 VC XYA (BC). Documents found in the contsct area ideni.:ii d
the K4 Bn, 1st NVA Regiment.

(¢) August: The month of August witnessed increased enemy attempts at unit
infiltration into long An Province. On 3 August, 5/60 elcments operating vieinity
X8 345943, engaged elenents ¢f the 308th Bn. Results of the contect were 25 ¢C
Xih (BC), 4 prisoners of war, and 6 individual weapons captured. On 4 August,
Recon 2/47 captured 3 priscners of war fron C2 $o, 267th MF Bn, vicinity X0
490694, The prisoners of wer atated C2 Jo wes infilirating into Lons An Province,
and would shortly be jcined Ly the reminder ¢f the battalion. On 16 .ugust,
B-5/60 captured 5 prisoners of wir in & contact vicinity XS (95726 resulting
in 12 VC/NVA KIA (BC). The prisomers identified the C12. Co, N-15 Bn snd stated
that the unit was withdrawing to Ba Thu because of heavy casualties suffered
during the months of July and August.

5
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AVBR~HH 15 Wovember 1969
SUBJEZCT: Operational Report of 3d Brigade, 9th Infantry Division, for Period
ixdiag 31 October 1969, RCS CSFCR-65 (R1) (¥

0n 24 *ugust, Ranger Team 16 engaged an eastimated 10 VG, resulting in 5 VC
{ia (£0) and 2 irdividual weapons and documents captured. The documents iaent-
ified cns of the KIA's as Senlor Colonel Hal Trarm, asstistant Chairman, Psonle’s
Hovolutionary Party, loang An Provinee.

On 31 lugust, A-2/60 contacted a element of tue K4 Bn vicinlty X3 643696
The engagerment resulted in 12 VC XI4 (BC).

‘d) ioptember: rnemy activity reached its lowest point in this reporting
paviod during the month of September. Again cnemy operations were cherecterized
by linlited ettacks by fire. Infiltration activity eppocred to decroass signilie
contly. Intelligence reports from 25th Infantry Division, lster confirmed by

risonor of wor interrogation, located ths 267th Bn in Tay Winh Province, Sub-
sequent reports alsc located the majority of the 308th Ba in Ba Thu

On 17 September, A=5/60 supported by B=3/17 engaged an estimated VC squad
vicinity X3 €65735. The contact resulted in 23 VC KIA (3C) and 3 individual
weapouns and 3 detainees captured. The detainees identifisd the K, Bn. Cn 26
Septembsr, 4-6/31 engaged an estimated 2 VC platoons of the 520th Ba vicinity
X0 746639, Results of the contact were 24 VO KTA (8C} and 3 individusl wespona
captured,

(e) October: During the month of Cctober there was a marked incrsase in
ereuy activity throughout the 3d Brigade TAOI, This inereace primarily took the
forn of increased movement along major lines of cammunication, This would
indicate infiltration and resupply activity. Limited attccks by fire, harasse
ment and anti~pacification operations continued at spproximately the same
level &5 during the previous months of the reporting period, However, thers
verd no sigaificant contacts dwring the ronth.

Buring the latter half of the month, intelligerce indicated that the enewy
may be preparing for a nation-wide offensive, possibly beginning in mid-November.

(2) Znemy Order of Battle:

From 1 July through 31 October, the VC/NVA combat effectiveness deterior-
ated significantly. In particular, the enemy experienced severe problems in
resupply of personnel and equipment to combat wnits. Generally, Long An Pro-
virce Neur Cervice failed to msintain a high level of combat efficiency., Ths
18t Tnd "VA Regiment, specifically the K4 wnd X6 Zattelions, wes the most wotire
wiit in Tong 4n trovince. lccal Yorce Companiss in Iong An Trovinre centinued
to employ standard gurerilia tectics snd continued to svoid contact

Daring 2ar)y July, enemy initiated activities continued at a relatively
iow level in splle of inldications of major attacks, Documents captured on

7
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Weit i 15 Novorhev 1969
SLIDEST: Operational Rsport of 3¢ Frlgede, 9th Infantry [dvision, for Period
fnding 31 October 1969, RCS CSFUR-65 (R1) (V)

8 July in the vicinity of X5 722047 by B-2/60 contained e letter from HN
cadre of the 211th Sapper MF Bn to the C2 Sapper Company telling them teo
rocon Rach Xien Base Cunp and the District Chief's house, The document also
contained a recon map of Can Duoc City.

Documonts captured in the vicinity of XZ 555815 on 12 July identifioed the
267th MF Bn and stated that C3/267th Bn had participuted in the 1.2 May attack
oa Thu Thua City and that there would be a summer attack on Thu Thua City.
Hovever, after returning to 3a Thu, Cambodie, the 267th MF Bn made a sudden
chungze in AC and since 10 September it has been operating in the vicinity
of XS 3316. Since 10 september there have been scveral contacts with this
vnit, Pis confired that the 267th MF Bn ic turgeted sgalnst FoB Ritigers,
whicn is strategically located along a VC/NVA infiltration route into Tay
Ninh Irovince.

Ths 308th MF Bn was contacted on 3 August in the vicinity of XS 345943.
?Ws captured said tha*, they were to find a base camp in Thu Thua District
and weit for the rest of the batialion which they were to communicate with
by vadlo. Fowever, the 308th Bn is still held to be in Ba Thu, Cambodiz.

The 6th MF bn, after avoiding contact for a prolonged period, was con-
tacted on 25 August in ths vieinity of XS 650909. This wss a move slightly
to the north for the battalion, lts present A0 in the vicinity of IS 6590,
i3 outside of long An Frovince and leaves no Main Force unit in the Long i
sordion of SR2, Documents ceptured on 25 August and ¢ September indicated
that ihe 6th Bn was now armed with 107mm and 122mm rockets with a miseion
of harassing radar stations by fire.

Ti. sutordinate battalions of the lst Ind HVA Regiment have becn greatly
reduced in comcat effectiveness and are zenerally aveiding contact. On 17
September, 5/60 contacted the K4 HVA Pn in the vicinity of XS 665735. This
contact resulted in 21 NVA XTA (EC) and 2 PWs., On 16 September, 4/50 ARVN
Regiment contacted the K6 NVA Bn in the vicinity of XS 613595 killing 14 .
NVA and capturing 4 PWs,

The 1st Long An MF Bn was contacted frequently turough PWs. In its
present A0 of eastern Can Giuoc (D), the unit encountered severe resupply
prodlems. aAceording to PV interrogotions, the battaelion was raorganized
itto »ix groups, with orders to remain dispersed and to avoid contact.

The 520th MF Ba has been contected only once significantly. On 26 Sep-
tember, in the vicinity of XS 746639, 6/31 killed 24 VG/KVA who were ident-
ified as members of the 520th MF Bn,

7
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AVBB-MH 15 Novem*asr 1969
SUBJECT: (perational Report of 3d Brigade, 9th Infantry Division, for Period
Fnding 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (RL) (U

The Dong Phu, 24 Long An and 265th Battalions are presently understrengta
and experiencing severe rear service problems. As a result, these Hain Force
Battalions are dispersed and avelding contact.

The Local Force Companies of Long An (P) remained out of significant contact
with one exc.ption. On 21 August, the 367th RF Company contacted the Cl Can Duoc
LFC resulting in 4 VS KIA and 11 PWs. Gernerally, Local Force Companies were
fairly successful :in avoiding contact. Bscause of their low strength, theso
companies have beea relegated to guiding Main Force Unlts and emplacing booby
traps,

UNIT STRENGTH  DATE _ _ LOGATION COORDINATES
6th ¥F Bn 210 NVA/VC 12 Oct PW  Southern Duc Hoa X3 6590

267th MF Bn

350 NVA/VC 19 Oct HC  Lover Angels Wing XT 3316
308th MF En

175 WVA/VC 3 Aug PW  Ba Thu, Cambodia 2a Thu

1 Ben Thu LFC 40 NVA/NC 1 May HC  Eagles Beak XS 585775
C2 Ben Thu LFC 30 VC 3Jun HC W of Vem Co Dong R XS 507%
C3 Ren Thu LFC 35 VC 8Sep A Wof Vam Co Tey R XS 4868

Long 4n City F 30 Ve 30 Sep IC South of Tan An XS 5461
Jot Long An MF Bn 150 NVA/VC 23 Oct PW  Eastern Can Giuoc XS §3872
21 irng An MF Bn 200 NVA/VC 21 Oct PY  Weastern Can Giuoec XS 7970
o2& Arty “@6 Bn 150 MWA/YC 15 Cet FW  Dispersed in SR3  Dispersed in 533
771 Sapper MF Bn 150 WVA/YC 25 Oct HC  Dispersed in SR3  Dispersed in SR3

265th MF Bn 60 NVA/VC 8 Sep PW  Eastern Can Giuwoec XS 8370
520th MP o 175 NVA/VC 26 Sep Con  Northern Can Giuoc XS 7463
3313 Chau Thanh LFC 40 VC 16 Sep HC Binh Phuoc XS 6458
€314 Tan Tru LFC 29 V¢ 1, Oct PW Central Tan Tru XS 6364

$2 Tan Tru LFC 28 V¢ 28 Aug PW Southern Ten Tru XS5 6963
1 Can Duoc LFC 8 V¢ 15 Oct Doc Central Can Duoc XS 7662
02 Can Duoc LFC 15 Ve 15 Oct Doec Southern Rach Kiem XS 7170

€1 Can Giuoc LFG 15 VG

1st NYA Pegt,

26 Aug PW Western Can Giuwoec XS 7671

Rach Kien (D) . XS 6671

K, NVA Ba 200 NVA 25 Qct PW
X5 NVA Bn 260 NVA 31 Aug PW  Tan Tru (D) . XS 5970
X6 NVA BEn 200 NVA 13 Oct Doc  Binmh Phuoc (D) XS 6060

(3) Discussion of Enemy Techniques and Tactics:

Muring this reporting period there has been a significant dacrease in the
nuber of enemy initiated incidents over the previous reporting period. Brief
periods of enemy initiatad incidents did occur throughout the latter Lalf of
the reporting period, however, these periods were of a uniformly low level

8
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AVEE.H 15 Toveubor 1669
JLBS. 0T Cperestional Report of 34 Zrigade, 9th infantry Division, for Period
¥nding 31 October 1969, RCS C3FOR~65 (A1) (V)

and did not significantly affect the overall trend.

The decrease of enemy initiated activity reflected the tendsncy of enemy
wiits %o disperss into 20 - 40 men group: (some were further divided into 3-
5 man cells), with the missions of avoidinug ecntact and awaiting resupply and
replucenants.

thrding the month of September, enemy movement along known lines of com-
muileation increased heavily. The size of enemy unite contacted ulong those
routes gonerally varied from 3 - 15 men., This increased movement and the
accompanying low level of enewy initiated incidents would tend to indicate
that the enemy is in the process of strengthening itself for future offensive
actions.

(4) Recapitulation of Fnemy Losses:

Ogtober Zeptenber Auzust uly
hedA 399 352 451 39
Netalnees 79 24 122 75
s 13 28 29 1
bstoter 3 0 7 5
/5 Wons 2 3 8 10
s/A 72 75 101 63
EZ Ammo 269 159 234 117
Yiines 87 322 105 108
Crain 1.0 ton +013 ton +0725 ton 4.38 ton
Sampans 28 4l 19 14
Structures 30 29 67 40
Bunkors 271 438 VA 455

(5) Intelligence Sources ana Agencies:

{a) Progress against the Viet Cong ‘nf=nctructure (701) by the CI
secticns, 9th MI Det, (now 493th MI Det) has continued. VCI targsts, as they
wers developed, were passed to Brigade Pzadgusirters or other action egencies.
The CI passed 41 VoI targets to this hesdquarters during the reporting perind.

(b} ‘he Divisloa Interrog-tion Ssction processed a total of 3356
dotaineze diwering the reporting veriod, OfF this totzd, 122 were classified
Tnncesat Sivilisns, 129 were classifisd Civil Defendants, 67 vere classifisd
oy erd 27 wera cloosifisd Yol Thanhs, Ia additien, the secticn procnssed
127 betches of eaptured docments, of vhich 20 wsre of tentical valus, The
section alro proceceed epproxinately ¢CO pounds of ceptured material, con=
slsting vedmacily of eiptuved Vist Cong weapons, clothing, and equipment.

9
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AVES-MY 15 November 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 34 Brigade, 9th Infantry Division, for perilcd
BEnding 31 Cotober 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

(6) Significant Activities and New Techniques in the Area of Aerial
Reconnaissance and Ground Sensors:

(a) Aerlal Reconnaissance: The Imagery Interpratation Section,
consistent with its basic mission, accomplished the following during the
reporting period:

1l 201 aerisl photographic missions were recaived, processed and
plotted. From these missions, & total of 47 photc interpretation reports were
prepared and distributed.

2 & toizd of 141 Red FPaze sorties snd 11 SLAR sortios were
recelvod, r2ad out ond their rexlts dissemirated.

3 Tn response to specific requests, this sectirn preparad 8
photo mosalcs, 15 special target overlays, 1 agricultural overiey, 1 trsail
overlay, 1 popuiation overlay, and flew 4 aerial photographic missions.

4 121 photographic missions have been cut and packaged with
field plots for dissemination to 3d Brigade elements, while 120 other photograpuic
missions with field plots ware disseminated to 7th ARVN Infantry Division,

(b) Ground Sensors: The 3d Brigade's Duffel Bag Program, now in its
second quarter has increased from 7 strings of 39 sensors to 11 strings of 42
sensors. Juthoriwed strength for the sensor platoon is 1 officer and 17 enlipted
nen, The platecon is divided into a Headquarters Section of 1 officer and 2
enlisted men and three Monitoring Sections of 7, 4, and 4 men each,

During the reporting reriod 532 personnel and 7 sampans vere
detected from 114 target sctivations. Eighty-six targets were reacted to by
artillery elements,

(c)’ New Techniques: Two new types of sensors are presently being
evelusted by 3d BErigaede, 9th Infantry Division Sensor Platoon. The Patrol
Seismic Intrusion Device is bsing tested for use by infantry partols in
patrol base or ambush position; The Passive Infrared Intrusion Detector is
baing tested on waterways. The device is activated when a continous infra-~red
Lear 15 broken.

(7) Veather and Terrain: During the reporting pericd monsoonal rain-
falls have dominated the weather picture. While wet weather and soggy ter-
rein has had 1little adverse effect on either friendly or enemy operations,
early morning overcast skies impose soms limitationz on the Brigade’s night
and airmobils operatiocns,
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(8) Enemy Capabilities, Vuineiabilities and Possible Courses of Action:

(2) The enemy has tne capability to:

). Conduct sttacks on Province and District ssats, other major
cities, and military inatsllations.

&+ Conducd brief attacks by fira, hida hie equipment, and withe
drauv from the area prior to employment of countermortar techniques.

3. Conduct attncks by fire and harassment on towns, villages,
humlets, outposts and other installations,

4. Counduct suiper and terrorist attacks on key tridges, roads,
R’D projects, and population sareas.

5. Defend base aress and positions with local security forces
and reainforce within a four kilometer radius.

&. Disperse major units into platoon and squad size elements.
2. Withdraw snd disperse eéssily,

8. Wage political and psychological warfare on the populace and
hold control of any area where there is no friendly security at nigat.

(b) The enemy is vulnerable to:
L. Ioss of support of the population.
A+ Friendly superior artillery and air power.

3. Interdictior of the Lines of Communicstion (LOC) and loss of
cached supplies.

4+ Disclosurs or capture of attack plans.
5. Detection by friendly surveillance devices.
§. A breakdown in his infrastructure by aggressive allied actions.

2+ A leck of combat effective troops and a low morale due to

heavy casualties end desertions. .

"
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8. A loss of loglstical suppori vhich hes resulted in a lack of food and
nedicine making him vulnerable to hunger, disease, and complicaiion of wounds.

From 211 appearances it seers the enemy will epparently direct his msain
effort toward countering the panification program as it is pow developing.

(9) New Tochniques: Intelligence rsports and contacts during the reporting
period indicsted that enemy movement during hours of darkness along lines of
comaunications was being conducted in small widely dispersed groups. It was
epparent that resupply and replacement activity was being conducted 4n this
manner and that large rizht operations were not effectively interdicting enemy
movezent. Conseguently, the technique of saturation ambushes was euployed
during the month of October. Forces were deployed in squad to half platoon
slze ambush petirols, providing extended area coversge. This tschnlque has
besn effective in jaterdicting night movement and has substantially reduced
friendly casuelties.

e. (C) Operations.

(1) During the reporting period the 3d Brigade, 9th Infantry Division con=
tinued Cperation Toan Thang (Phase III). The 3d Brigade accounted for 1039
gaemy killed, 75 Prisopers o® Wer (POW). and 25 Hoi Chanhe vhila particivating
in this cperution during the last reporting period. The Brisade cordreted
offencive operations in Long nu irovince with rive mepsuver tattalion. {(2-60
inf, 560 Inf, 2-47 Inf (¥sch), 6-31 Inf, and 3=7 inf), having only four bat-
talions under its operstional control at any time.

(2) The level of enemy activity has decreased sipgnificantly sincs the last
veporting period. The enemy has continued his rssupply and reorgsnizaticn
missions with emphasis on recruiting and winning the support of the local
populace in contested areas. In addifion to attempiing the undermining of
GV pscification efforts, the enemy furil:ar intensified his efforte to retain
control of those areas walch are under nis demination. The snewmy has been
exiremsly reluclant to enter into decizive engagements with elements of the
Brigade and has remained fragmentcd. The eneay's offensive activity during this
regorting pericd was characterized by harrassment of outposis, mining of roads,
ernl extensive use of sspper units.

(3, Jitusrbug, Checkerbosrd, and Bushmaster operations continue to be the
3rigede's principle tactics for kecping the enemy on the delfensive, The 3d
irigade continues to conduct a lerge nuwiber of combined operations with ARVY
and RT units, During Qctober, 500 GVN companies conducted combined operations
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with elements of the 34 Brigade, an increase of 75 percent over September's

total., These operations have servsed as an excellsat traini-g vehicle for the

GVY forces. Many ARVN and RF units have learned air mobiling techniques and

can now conduct these operations well. Previously, ARVN units conducted only
company sizo ambush patrols at night. However, on resent ambush patrols they have
been saturating areas at night with platoonsize and smaller ambush patrols, In
addition, the RF units are now conducting extended operations of 48 to 72 hours,
Previziv-ly, RF unit operations were of a short duration and close to home,

Thess improvements are important and have been giver impetus through the

oxanple of combined operatlons,

(4) Dwring the reporting period the brigade's combined operations program
extended into anothey area. At the end of the reporting period, the 50th
Regivent and the 2-60 Inf established a Combined Cperations Center at the 2-60
Inf base camp in Tan Tru District. It is hoped that this innovation will result
in better coordination in the selsctic. of targets, facilitate the coordination
of A0s, aid in ths dissemination of intelligence, and accelerate the pacification
effort,

(5) 1In late September and early October it was moticed that night operations
within the brigade's Tactical Area of Interest (TAOI) were becoming more
productive. Contacts were increasing and ensmy body count was rising. In
addition, friendly casualties were significantly less during night operations.
The enemy had fragmented, was avoiding contact, and had becoms extremely
elusive. Only airmobile operations were successful during the daytime. It
becano apparent that US forces must also fragment and place increased emphasis
on night operations, for the enemy was moving only at night.

() In an attempt to exploit this situation, the brigade decided to employ
at least 65 percent of its combat platoons at night, Units were directed to
employ no larger than half platoon size ambush patirols. By satursting areas
with many small amtush patrols, the probability for contact increased. The
resritis during Octooer were encouraging. Fifty three percent of operations dweing
vhe month wore night operations, However, sixbty-one percent of t.e cintacis,
sixty-six percent of the Lody count and rivty verconl »1 w-e veapons capiurel
vere ot night, No frierdly soldiers were Fiiled 2t night, snd ondy revenizon
vercent of the f{ricadly wounded occured u: nignt. More time is necded before
ccactusive results can be evaluatec, however, it is hoped this favorable trent
«@..11 continue.

('Y 1iIn spite of the chift to nipght overations, air mobile operations remeined
v the same level of intensity. The Erileade Commander contdrued the nama level
while increasing night operations since both netted the best results in terms
of body count and lower friendly casusltles, It is significsnt to note how=-
ever, that approximately 60 percent of the kills were made by the light fire
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teams and assault helicopter gunships in support of the ground elements. Following
insertion, the cnemy evading from the target area is more easily detected from
the air. Once flushed, he is quickly eliminated by the supporting gunships.

{8) The successes in Long An Province during the reporting period have been
largely due to the proper blending of the three techniques emphasized; night
operaticns, air moblle operations and combined operations.

(9) Combat Cperationg

(a) On 0113294 July, gunships from 240th Assault Helicopter Company (AHC)
operating 1 Xm North of Ben Luc, vicinity XS 639785 engaged 5 VC with organic
weepons, resulting in 5 VC KBA (BC). At 1345H in the same area, the 240tk 25C
secountad for one more VO XB* (BC)., At 1225 D/5<60 Inf supported by 2,0th AHC
“heaced 2 VO ny Lhu ssme location resulting in 2 VC XIA (BC). The gunships from
the 240th AHC killed 2 additional enemy in the contact area five minutes later.
Cnz Jan pistol was captured by D/5~60 Inf. Iu another contact that day at 2320#
B500N/5-60 .ur engajed an estimated 10-12 VC with organic weapons, vicinity XS
727655, The 4.2 morter P1t/5-60 Inf provided iilumination, This contact result-
ed in seven VC KIA (BC) and three AK47's, one M-16, and six 75mm rounds capturei,
On 020205H July D/2-60 Inf was engaged by an unknown size VC Force with 5S4, AW,
cnd B-40 fire, vicinity XS 679652, Tue contact resulted in four US WIA and one
Tizer Scout WIA. At 1125H vieinity XS 665213, A, 5-60 Inf supported by the 240th
AHC and B/3-17 Cavalry (Cav) engaged an unknown size VC force killing two of the
enemy, The 2/0th 4HC accounted for four VC KBA (BC) while B/3-17 Cav killed
ore VC X84 (BC,. In addition, 2 AKiTs, 2 AK.7 magazines, and 1000 rounds AX,7
crmunition were ceptured by A/5-60. On 031235H July, vicinity XS 654826 approx-
irutely eix £m Noslh East of Ben Luc, D/2-60 Inf received SA and AW fire from
an estimated VC platoon, Fire was returnad with organic weapons and Tas Air
2nd a light fire team (LFT) supported. D/2-60 Inf sustained two US KI# and one
U5 wounded. At 1255H B/3-17 Cav gunships engaged and killed two VC XKBA (BC).
The contact continued vhroughout the afterncon. At 1407H, D Company accounted
fo. two more of the «iemy, and at 1425H, B/3=17 Cav killed an addiiional three
VC KBA (BC). At 150G E, D/2<60 Inf still in sporadic contact sustained cne US
XIA and one US WIA, When the enemy broke contact at 1905H, D/%-60 had killed
four more VO and B/3=17 Cav had killed two more of ths enemy, Friendly casusl-
ties for the contact totaied three US KIA and two US Wid, Enemy losses were
ten VC XBA (BC) (8 by B/3-17 Cav, 2 by Tac Air) and seven VC KIA (BC) by D/2-60
Inf. On 051230H July, vicinity XS 411875, B/3=17 Cav engaged with organic
weapons five VO, resulting in five VC KBA (BC), Sporadic contact continued until
14254 with B/3-17 Cav killing seven more VC KBA (BC). Ranger Team 21 was inseri-
<l into the contact erea at 1325H killing one VC and capiuring 10 AX47s, one “1
Carbine, one M2 Carbine, one RPG=2 Rocket Launcher (RL), fiva RPG-2 rounds, ¢: &
}7G-7 rounds, one pair of binoculars, ons K-63 Chicom radic, three Chicom gri-~
nades, and eight sets of web gear. On 052130H, July vicinity XS 633552, five
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¥zt 8E of Binh Phouc, Recon/2-47 Inf (M) engaged one VC with organic wecpons,
resulting in ons VC KIA (BC). The coniact coatinued until 2352K with US ar3ile
lery and a L¥T supporting. The reszults of the contact wers one US KI4, one UG
Wik, and nine VO KiA (BC)., Two AXA7s were ceptured, Ou 1010351 July, vicinity
X3 333061 4/5-60 Inf receivsd SA end AW firs from an unknown size VC force, Fire
wis redurned with organic weapons while US Artillery, Tac Mr, B/3-17 Cav snd
240th 110 guanships supported, One UH-1C was shot down and hoavily damaged, When
the ernemy bolke contact at 1500H friecndly casuslties were thrse Wii and enewy
loases were unlmown, At 1540H, A/5-60 Inf once again csme under fire from an
unknoim nusber of V6, The VC broke contact at 1600H with unknown enemy losses.
AY 17124, vieinity XS 335962, a B/3.17 Cav OH-6A received one RiG-2round from
an untnowm number of VC, The aircraft was downed and heavily damsged. Theras
wavre two U3 Wi4, D/5-60 was inserted into the coniact area to sscure the aire
crulfd and at 19304 received AV fire from an unknown size VC force., Fire vas
returned sad the VO broke contact imnedistely, The contactresulted in ome US
X% snd unknown VO losses, On 11 July at 1215H, D/2-60 InS eagaged two VG in
the same area resulting in two VO XI& (3C)., 2t the same Jocntion, an airsirike
killad three VO at 1325H, while B/3-17 Cav enguged and killed orne more VG,
Sweaping the contact srea D/5-60 Inf found two VO XI4 (BC) (by Arty) from the
day before and ona damaged 60mm mortar tubs. At 1430H, the 240th AHC engaged
asd ¥illed oue more VC XBA (RC), Onm 121400 July, vieinity XS 709602, D/2-60

Inf engaged ons VC witt organic eapons, resulting in oms V¢ KIi (EC). Contact
vwith tha eneny continued for one howr, resulting in eight VC Kia (BC)., There
werd no US casualties. On 211220d July, vicinity X5 635704, A/5-60 Tuf recsived
3% and &Y fire from an estimated 3-4 VS in bunkers. The fire was retiurned with
orgsnic weapons, while US Arty, Tac Air, B/3-17 Cav, sad ths 240th :%C gunships
supported, The encmy broke contact at 1225H. Friendly casunlties were two
wounded, while anemy casualties totaled seven VG KBA (BEC) and three VC KIt (BC),
A% 1650, A/5-60 Inf regainad contact and killsd two more of ths enemy. Captured
oneny equipment included one £¥A7, two RG-seven RL, two RPG-2 rounds, and a
small amount of documents. On 222030H, vicinity X5 522758, Ranger Team 14
enzagsd 6=7 VC in sampans resulting in six VG XIs, and two ssmpans destroyed.
(ne R*G-2RL, one US 126 grenads, ous steel helmet, and a small smount of webd
gear were caplured.

{(6) On 031200H August, B/3-17 Cav engeged and kilied 1 V3 {X34) {BG)
vicinity X5 345943, At the seme locstion 4/5-60 Inf sustained 2 US woundsd &%
12408, when engized by an unimown numbaer of VO, Fporadic conlact continuad unitld
17C0H, US casualties totalsd 2 WIS, B/3-17 Cav accomnted for 16 ¥Y{ Z3r {PO)
£/5-60 Inf killed 5 of the enemy and R/5-60 Inf killed 1 VC. In sddition, §
detrinses, 5 Al47%s, 1 SKS, 1 R#G~2 RL, 42 RPG-2 rounds, 1 F2D light uschine gun
(£2G), =nd 1 Chicom typs 63 radio were captwred., On 160940H fug.ot, vielnity
X5 685726, a B/3=17 Cav OH=6A recaived SA and AW fire from an estizated VC platoon.
%he fire was returned with organic wveapons, resulting in 3 VG KBi (BC)., A%

. 10254, B/5-60 Inf working vicinity XS 685735, was engaged by an e« ‘inated VC
squad, Taoe fire was returned and the enomy broke contact immsiiately. There

-
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woere no U5 casualties and ensmy losses were unknowy. However 2 Hoi Chenhs
rallisd to US forces, At 1330H, B/5-60 Inf engaged and killed 5 VG. Sporadic
centact continuved wnitl 1545H. Total firondly casuzlties were 1 Tiger Scout WIA,
Tneny losses stood at 8 VC KIA (BC) and ¢ VC XBA (BC}. On 181500H August, vicinity
TR 638711, Z40th AHC engaged 3 VC with orgazis weapons resulting in 3 VC XBA
(3C), it 15/0H in the same location, B/3-17 Cav in support of B/5-60 Inf

eo Byasa 4 VO, resulting da 4 VO ¥BA (BC), and 2 LX478 cuptured. At ths sorc

tiue the $-60 Inf Cermend and Control helicopter engapnd 1 VC vielniity X5 634711,
rectling 4n 1 VO B4 (BC). On 2011021 August, vicinity XS 763887, ar advstrike
resulted in 6 VO XB. (BC), Ti, the same location Iive minutes later, 3/3-i7 Cav
vith organic wespons engaged ., VC resulting in 1 VC Xi. (BC), Shortly thereafter
C/3-7 adjusted arty onto 1 VC in the same locavion. The results were 1 VG KIA
(BC). At 1845E, C/3-7 Inf operaiing in the seme viein.ly adjusted artillery fire
orito an unimown nuwber of VC resulting ir $4 VO XTa (BC). Cm 241005F August
vicinity XS 363863, B/3-17 Cav engaged 4 VC resulting in 4 VC KBA (BC). Panger
Yeam 16 wes insorted into ths contact area at 1315H and engaged an estimated
gquad of VG while B/3-17 Cav supported. Tis Ranger:z accounted for 2 VC XIA

{:C) whils B/3-17 Cav killed 3 more of the enemy. Five AX.7s, ons X=5/ pistol,
end o smell amount of documenis weve captured. The inforaation contained in

tas docwmenty along with visual indsntification confirmed that ons of the

eneny KIA7s was Sealor Colonel Hai Tram, Political Commender of SR-3, On

2510354 Ahugust, vicinity X5 545595, the 240th AKC supporting A and ¢/%-€{ Inf
eagazed with organic weapons 5 VC, resulting in 5 VC X84 (BC)., At 1100H, 4/2~-60
engaged and killed one of the ensmy, and captured one EK-54 pistol. ¥Five minutes
later C/2-60 Inf accounted for 2 more VC, Sporadic contget continued until 1335H
waen the VC broke contact. Results of this contact were & VC KI4 {BC) and 5 V2
X84 (3C). In snothar aves, vicinity XS 633717, D/2-60 Iaf initiated contact at
1235% when they killed 3 VC. Sporedic contact continued watil 18600H, In edditiown
%0 k211ing 2 of the sumemy, D/2-60 Inf uncovered a sizeable cache. It coniainsd
D4 RiG=2 rourds, 19 107mm rccket morvars, 2 107mm rocket warheads; 34 R2G-2
tocsters, 2 anti-tank mines, and 6500 AXL7 rounds. On 311315 August; vicinlty
X5 654650, £/2-60 Inf engsged and killed one VC, The 240th AHC in support

of 4/2-60 Inf killed onc VC in the same arca at 1325H. At the same tims the C&
4/2-60 Inf engaged one VG resulting im 1 VC KBA (BC). At 1573EF vieinity %S 652690
kL Cozparny engaged 2 VC with organic weapons. This resulted in 2 VG KI# (BC).
Sporadic contact continued until 1740H. Results for the zctions were 8 VC KIA
(EC) and 4 VC XBA (BC).

(¢) On 12).650H September, vicinity XS 579568, R/2-47 found fresh grave
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sites containing 22 VC bodies. Zuriier investigation ravealed that on 7 Sap
eloments of 2-60 Inf and 2-47 Inf contacted an unknown size encwmy force In thia
gvca with unkmown results. Because of the nature of {Le wounds on the Lodics
‘nd the locations of the grove site, 2-47 is credited with 11 VO KI4 (BC) und
2-6C is credited with 11 VC KIA (BCS. On 1520004 Sepicrber, vicinity X5 635715,
3/6-60 Inf with organic weapons, engaged an estimated squad of VO. The encuy
imeediately returned fire and shortly thereafter broke contact. iendly cas-
veitiss were two US WIA and one Tiger Scout WIA, Ercmy losses were 11 VC KIA
{8C), one RFD, two AK47s, nine B4LOs rounds, 20 Ciicom grenades, three AXK47
nngazines and a small amount of documsnts. On 170720H September, vicinlty XS
€£5735, A/5-60 Inf apprrehended one male detsines. Seven minutss later the 5-60
Inf I0H engaged two VG resulting in one VC KB4 (BC). At 0743H, 4/5-60 Inf killsd
ono VC XI4 (BC), The contact was supported by artillery and B/3-17 Cav. B/5-60
Inf was insertved into ths area and contact continuad until 1315H. Rosults were
ons US KIA and one US WIA. Enemy casualtiss totaled 18 VC killed. Ths 3d Bde
suffered the loss of the Erigade Commander, Colonel Dale J. Crittenberger %that
duw, vaon his Comand and Control helicopter collided with a Cobra gunship while
fiyiag over the 5-60 Inf contact. A total of 12 US were killed in the accident.
At 15004 on 18 September, vicinity XS 647710 C/2~60 Inf found 12 VC KIA 87,
These were credited to the Artillery from an esriler contact. On 261540H Sept-
ember, vicinity XS 746639, A/6~31 Inf engaged an estimated two VC platoons,
Gunsnips from 240th AHC fired in support. The VG returned fire with SA snd AW.
Coatact continued until 1750H. A/6-31 Inf sustained two US WIL and thres Tiger
Scouts WIi. Enemy losses were 24 killed, with one AK,L7, one M-16, and ons BAR
being captured.

(38) On 041120H Oct, vicinity XS 612923, the 190%th AHC ezgaged three VG
resulting in three VC KBA {BC), A/5-60 Inf was inserted ints the contact area
end captured two AK,i7s, four rifle grenades, thres unknown type grznadee, 40
rounds of AK47 ammunition, and a small amount of documents, At 1320H, whiis
sweeping the same arew, A/5-60 Inf engaged and killed an additional three VO,
One AK47 was also captured. Sporadic contact continued throughout the afterncon
with 5/3-17 Cav killing two more of the ensmy and A/5-60 accounting for two KIA
(8C). ©n 1120454 Oct, vicinity XS 590789, R/5-6) Inf with orgenic weapons
engaged an estimated enemy platoon, Artillery and Navy LIT supported. The V§
returned f£ire with SA and AW breaking contact at 2100H. The resuits of the con-
teet were nine VC XIA (BC) and n friendly :asuslties, On 1801154 Cctober,
o/6-31 Int engaged an estimated VC squad with organic weapons. The contack was
supported by the 3d Brigade aviztion elemsat and a Navy Lif?. The Nasy LT
accounted for one VG KBA (BC) while B/6-31 Inf killed eix of tho anzxy, csptured
six Al47s, and destrayad twa sampanz. At QG55H, viciaity X3 467687, Ranger
Team 14 engaged nine VG resulting in nine VO KIi (&C;. Two of ths VO wore kile
led by snipers. At 2052H, vicinity XS 591788, B/5~60 Inf woriing with ¢be
Vietnzmese Navy engaged with organic weapoas 20 VG, US Artillery supported
the contact. Results.were nins VC KIA (BC), with the 5/60 Inf snipars
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accounting for three of the enemy, Scattered contact throughoutthe Brigade TAOI
that dsy produced a total of 37 VO KIA {BC), and two VC KBA (BC), On 232200H,
Cetober, vieinity XS 639541, B/2-47 engaged with crganic weapons an estimated
squad cf VG, B./3-17 Cav supported the contact. A swecp of the contact area
ravealed ten VC XIA (BC). Therc were no friendly casualties. On 28071LE Oct,
vicinity XS 668528, C/2-47 Inf recelved small arms and sniper fire from an
estimated three VC. The fire wac returned resulting in two VC KIA (BC) end one
FE47 captured. In the some area at 0305H, C/2-47 sustained one US KIA, three

US ¥ih and one Tiger Scout WIA from a claymore mine tooby trap. This initiated
a sporadic contaet that lasted until 1610H. The contact was supported by Tac
Air. The resul’s ~. the contact were seven VG KI& (EC) and two VC XBi (BC).

In scattered contact throughout the TAOI that day Brigade vnits killed 33 of the
encmy. On 291415H Oct, vicinity XS 700613, B/3~17 Cav in support of D/2-60 Inf
engaged and killed oae VC KBA (BC), This initiated a sporadic contact that
iasted uatil 1730H. D/2~60 Inf accounted for eight VC KIA (BC), while B/3-17
Cav killed four of ths enemy. In addition one PW, one AK47, one Ml carbine,

one 9mm pistol and two Chicom radios were capvured.

(10) Combat Sunport Activitisg
(a) Artillery Support:

1, Brigade Artillery firing elements continued to support brigade operat-
ions in long 4n, Hau Nghla, Gia Dinh, and Dinh Tuong Provinces. Fire support
wag glso provided for 'RVN units, Civilian Irregular Defense Groups, and Reglomal
Forcea/Ponular Furces. During ths reporting period a Combined Fire Support
Coordination Center (CFSCC) was establiched. The CFSCC is designed to coordinate
all fire support assetcs within long An Frovince, provide compleie target clesr~
ance, evaluate and coordinate all training progrwns to upgrade ARVN Artillery.
The AN/TPS-25 radar was employed as an intsgral nert of the overall Brigade plan
10 search and detect enomy movemsnt along major infiltration routes and deep
into enemy base areas. The AN/TPS-25 was elso used as part of e coordinated
team designed to seek out and engaga tha VC at night.

2. Artillery, while under the control of 34 Brigade fired a total of
4,540 missions expending a total of 126,258 rounds during the reporting period.

(b) Helicopter Gunship Suppori:

1. During the reporting period Troop B/3-17 Cav wes in direct suppo=t of
the brigade, providing an average of seven armed helicopters per day. This sup-
port consisted of four AHIG Cobra Gunships, four OH6A LOHs, and three UKLH
slicks on a daily basis. Missions included support for 3d Bde units in contact,
aerial displacement of supplies, people sniffer operations, defoliation missions
screening and blocking operations, aerial reconnaissance, ranger insertions,
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ranger parakeet flights and ranger extractions. While in support of the 34 Bde
during %ho reporting period B/3-17 Cau flew 7,813 hours, and accounted for 191
VC KBA (BC).

2. 3d Bde elements also received gunships support from the US Navy locateu
at Pen Luc, Binh Thuy, and Nha Be., The US Navy supported elements of the 3d Bde
on a mission basis with e light fire team (LF%{.

(¢) Tectical Air Support:s A chart reflecting ordanance expended and results
obtained by Tac Air in support of 3d Brigade units attached as Inclosure 7.

() Strategic Air Support: There were no B52 strikes conducted in support
of the 2d Bae during the repoxrting period.

(e) (0C) Training;

(1) During the reporting period, the following trair ng was conducted
within the 3d Brigade, 9th Infantvy Tivision:

(a) Replacement Training
(b) Battalion Refresher Training
(¢) In - Country Specialized Training

(2) Replacement training consists of five days of orientation and
intensified training in many of the skills necessary to prepare an individual
fer combat duty in Vietnam. The Go Devil Academy, a provisionsl orgzonization
within this command, conducted 51l replacement training during this quarter. .
The icademy compieted an orgenized and well coordinated move from iong Tam tc
Tan An Adrfield during the month of August 1969. New classroom facilities,
barracks, and training areas were constructed to house cadre and incoming
persomel. Currently, plans have been formulated for construstion of a naw
range facility, which is expected to bo completed in the near future. This
range will be used for instruction on weapons familiarzation, quick ¥ill tech-
nigues, grenads throwing, demolitions and explosives training, and instruction
on mines and booby traps. Additionally, action is being coordinated to secure
a piece of land, adjoining Tan An Base Camp, for use in water safety and river
crossing techniques. The following table shows the number of replacement
personnel trained during the reporting period:

YONTH QFF ol

July 60 400

Aug 40 110

Sep 39 384

Oct 35 89
19
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(3) Battalion Refresher training continued to be conducted by all subord-
inate maneuver units of this command. The primary emphasis was pleced on train-
ing replacement personnel in those subjects of interest to the Battalion Commander.
By continuous trairing and command supervision, all replacement personnel are
given periodic practical training in combat related subjects. Commanders eare
required to conduc® such training to give practical experience to those replace-
ment nersonnel w..o have been trained in a non-combit MOS.

(4) The Brigsde Sniper Training Program continued to produce highly qualified
snipers for employment throughout Long An Province. All brigade snipers were
trzined at the 25th Infantry Divisi on sniper school located at Cu Chi, RVN,
During the reporting period a total of 19 personnel were trained as snipers.
Additionally, from 26 July 1969 to 31 October 1969, snipers accounted for 47
encay eliminated in Long An Province. A total of 39 Xiils were attained at
night utilizing a starlight scope. Presentiy, the Bripade s authorized 3o
sniper weapons, which are allocated on the basis of eight per maneuver battalion
and “our to the Ranger Company. The brigade sniper -program will continue to
accelerate as selected personnel are properly trained and utilized during all
operations.

(5) Beginning in mid = Octcbar allocations for the Combat Leaders Course
and several specialist classes wers received from the 25th Infantry Division.
To date personnel from all battalions and separate companies have sent personnel
te tha followipg courses offered &t Cu Chi, RVN.

(a) Generator Operator Course
(b) Generator Cperator Supervisors Course
(¢) Small Arms Course
(dg Moss Management Course

Explesives and Demolitions Course
(rg Heiicopter Load Preparation Course /
Combat Leauersnip Course

In addition, several personnel have been sent to the lst Signal Bde for techin-
cel instructions on radar, signal communications, and audio-vlsual classes.
This headquerters has continued to send qualified Ranger personnel to the MACY
Racondo School at Nha Trans. and also to the Phosnix Orientation Course (Intel-
ligence gathering) at Vung Tau . It has further been found that consolidation
of trensportation req.irements at Brigade level, will allow for proper schedul-
ing and movement of perscansl to and from In-Country school locations.

g. (C) Ilogistics:

(1) General

20
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(a) The logistical mission of providing planning, guidesnce, and support
for all organic, attached units, unitsander the operational contrel of the 3d
Friga’e, 9th Infantry Division was accomplished by the Brigade S4 during the
renorving periocd. The mejor tactical units supported were five land hased bat~
taiions,

{b) When the 24 Brizade was rsorganized as a separate brigade cn 20 July
1959, a provisional support battalion, later designated the 99th CS Support Bat-
talions, was organized in Dong Tam to support ihe brigsde. During the later part
of August “he Support Battalion displaced t¢ the Tan An Airfield and began
operations.

(2)  Supply:

(@) 34 Brigade units drew supplies from Dong Tam until the Support
Battalion hegan operations at Tan An Airfield. Supplies were then drawn a-
follows:

1 Class I: All units drew from Class I Point, Tan An Airfield except
ths 6th Bn, 31lst Infantry, which drew from Cemp Davis, Saigon.

2 Class II: Brigade Supply office, Tan An airfield.
Tlass III: Retail point at Tan An Airfield.
Class IV: Material Release Expediters (MHE) yard at Loug Bink Depot.

Class Vi 3d Ordaance Battulion, Long Binh.

Lo N S A S

Repair parts are provided through B Corpany, 99th C3 Support Bate
talion locatcd at Ben Luc, .

(b) 4 reerm/refuel point for helicopters was establishied at Rach Kien
in order to conserve blade hours. There is an additionsal rearm/refusl point
locuted at the Tan An Airfield.

(¢) Water points operated by the 82nd Eagineer Co (Water Supply) are
in use at each of the battalion base camps and at Erigade lleadquarters located
at Tan An Adrfield. This has helped to reduce transportation requiremeats.

{3) Maintenance:

(a) Maintenance operations continued on & high level during the period
despite the reorgenization of the brigade. The maintenance company at Ben Luc
moved into a compound vacated by a redeployiug engineer company. This &area was
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CONFIDENTIAL




| e

CONEIDENTIAL

AVBE-MH 15 November 1569
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 3d Brigade, 9th Infantry Division, for Pe..od
Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U

more suiteble and allowed a more efficient operation for direct support maint-
enanca,

(b) Roadside spo% checks have not been conducted during the periosd due
to the reorganization. However; each unit received a pre~CMMI in order to help
thew prapare for the CMMI which will be conducted during the next reporting
period,

(¢) Throughout the reporting period, 3a Brigade continued to have one
of the lowser deadline rates in the command. This has been the result of command
emphasis on maintenance opsrations at all levels.

(4) Transportation; Organic trangportation has been adequate to mest
limited tactical movement and mostadainistrutivs requirements of the Brigade.
One incident necessitatad the use of non-organic transportation., The Wridge
in Birh Duc between Tan An and Tan Tru, was destroyed by enemy sappers, sutting
off the 24 Bn, 60th Infantry’s supply route. The 25th Inf Div furnished THL7
helicoptars to air-1ift supplies into Tan Tru while the bridge was rebuilt by
the 3d Brigade Engineer Compuny. CHL7's were also used two or three daye each
week in support of major Brigade tactical moves into the Plain of Reeds.

h. (C) Zsycholomical Qperations and Civil Affeirg:
(1) Psychological Cperations:
(a) The 3d Bde PSYOP efforts have been concentrated oi supporting the
accelrated Pacification Campaign (APC) in long An Province. The objectives
of PSYOP during the reporting period have been:

To strengthen the GVN image ard foster respsct for the capabilities
of the Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces (RVNAF).

2 To give maximm exposure and credit to the GVE partinipztion in
paoification and development in order to identify improvements with ths GVX,

3 To impress the civilian populaticn, as well as the enemy, with
the combined strength of RVNAF end Free World Military Acmed Forces (FWMAF).

4 To convince the encmy that defeat is near, and that the only
alternative to complete defeat is for him to rally to ths GVN.

5. To create dissention between the VC and the NVA by exploiting
personality differences.

& To convince the civilian population that the pacification and
development program is an expression of the response of the GVN to the needs

22
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of the people and that thrir suppert and cooperation are essential to the success
of the progran,

(b) The major themas during the period were: Chiea Hoi, GVN image, ARVN
image, Third Party Inducement, Voluntary Informani{ Program (VIP), and family
tree, In addition, a large portion of the PSYOP effort was directed toward
explaining the secondary road project in leng An and soliciting popular support
and cooperation.

(¢) Incremsed emphasis has bsen plised on conducting PSYOP in conjunction
with normal tactical and Civie Action activities, Toward accomplishing tnis
mission, seclal lesfiet drops were incorporated into aerial recosnaissance,
Comnand and Control liisuions (C&7), and rosupply flights., In addition, a
compact 500-watt loudspeaker system was Cavised which can be used from a 1ight
obcsrvation helicopter, Bullhorns were oxtremely useful when used in conjunction
with normal tectical and military clivic action operations.

{d) Svmpery of PSYOP activities (1 July - 31 Oct 69)

LOUDSPEAKER LEAFLETS
TIE HOURS TARGET AUDIERCE TYPE NUMBER TARGET AUDIENGE
STS3TON ISSTON
-“;Y)‘ 1 :5-’/ 735 1.\:‘.?» 17;900)/’.C0 1 L1 66
GROURD 2l 879 GROUND 281,625 1,229

(2) Civil Affairs:

(2} Throughout the reporting period the Brigade's civil affairs efforts
have been aimed at complementing and supplementing the GVN pacification and deve
eicprent program. Close coordination and cooperation was maintained with the
S5, Long An Province, Civil Operations Revolutionary Development Support {CORDS),
Joint United States Public Affairs Office (JUSPAO), and the 4th Civil Affairs
(CA) Platoon., In addition, battalions maintained coordination with the S5's
of taeir respective districts. This intricate coordination was necessary in
orGer to insure a uniform application of civil affairs activities throughout
the province, prevent duplication of effort, and plece emphasis in specific
arees.

(0) The civic action objeotives for the period wers:

1 To improve the living conditions of the Vietnamose people, thus
removing theilr cause fer dissatisfaction, and 4in turn, providing a foundation
for paciisicatlon and development,
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2 To improve iho relations between the US armed forces and the civilian
population,

3 To gain and maintain the support of the peopls for the GVN,

(2) Toward meeting the above objectives, increased emphasis was placed on
medical treatment of the needy. As a result, during this period over 550 more
MEDCAP's were conducted than during the last reporting period. Additionally,
53,000 more people were treated in comparison with the last reporting period,

The total number treated was 106,729, The number of MILCAP programs were as
follows: (

NITECAP ICAP  MEDCAP  DENTCAP
136 638 783 23

(d) Civic action Activities also included construction projects to
improve the living conditions and transportation routes within Long An Province.
These programs were targeted for short duration - high impact results. Ninety
percent of these projects were joint US - Vietnamese ventures, with the US forces
supplying materials and technical guidance, and the Vietnamase providing the
lubor force. The following is a list of projects completed during this period.

PRQJECT BUILT OR RETCAIRED
1 Dwellings 29
2 Roads 91 KM
3 Bridges 4
4 Schools 5
Other 7 (4 culverts, 1 church, 1 orphanage, 1 hospital)

(e) The following is a 1ist of construction materials distributed through-
out Long An Province during the reporting period.,

1 Cement 3,000 lbs

2 Tin 462 sheets -
3 Lumber . 8,015 board feat

4 COther 2,796 1bs
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(f) During the conduct of MILCAP's, the teams distributed vurious healtb
items and commodities. The following items were distrubutud during this period,

1 Health and School kits -~ 2,059

2 Foodstuffs - 7,155 1bs

3 Soap = 2,174 bars

4 Clothing - 562 1bs

5 Other = 2,007 Yos (to include candy, balioons, rat traps, GVN flags, etr)

(¢) Thirty-two English Pronounciation classes were conducted with a total
enrollment of 200 students. Training continues for two female tiger scouts to
become nurses'! aides to assist with MILCAP's,

(h) Units of this brigade have continued to arrange for corrective surgery
for needv children at Cho Ray Hospital and amputeces at the National Rehabilitation
Institute. The following operatious and trestmenic were performed during the
reporting period.

1 Cleft pallet corrections = 11
2 Artificial limbs - §

3 Polio or paralysis treatment - 5

i. Fngiu=er Suppori:

(1) ' The redeployment of the 1st and 2nd Brigede of the 9th Infantry Division
end the reorganization of the 2rd Brigade into a separate brigede in July 69 imposed
an immediete requirement for massive construction to support the brigsde's
expansion., A request was submitted for authorization to comsiruct approximately
100,000 square feet of facilities. The request was immediately approved end the
project was divided into twe phases. FPhase one called for the comstruction of
approximately 70,000 square feet of facilities by 25 August 1969. During Phase
I the followlnz structures were completed: Ten BEQs, three BOQs, three admine
istrative buildings, one warehouse, one mess hall, and numerous showers and
latrines. Phase II construction commenced on 26 August 1969. Since that time
two warchouses, and one BOQ have been constructed. Construction yet to be
complated includes two BEQs and two administrative buildings, Thére is no
set completion date for Phase II. As of 31 October 1965, 14,000 square feet,
of facilitiss out of the original 100,000 remain to be construoted. .

¢

5

CONFIDENTIAL




AVBB-MH ) 5 November 1969
SUBJECT: Operaticnal Report of 3d Brigade, 9th Infantry Division for Perlod
Ending 31 October 1962, RCS CSFOR~65 (R1) (U)

(27 Ir addition to the vertical construction requirements, the 20th
fngineer Brigade was asked to provide minimum essential reguirements (MiR)
at Tan An &irfield. Thls MER consisted of Soil Stabilizatien, hardstands,
roads, and adequate drainage. The intense rains of the Soutwest monsoon
hampered thess efforts, but with the anoroaching dry season thi:u work will
proceed rapidly, Several operational support construction tasks were reguested
and approved prior to tho reorganization, and are «iill schuedwled to bm accompe
lighed during the dry season, These tasks include obtaining earth fill with
waich to build a reerm/refuel facility, a hoverlans, aircraft pariting areas
for bhoth fixed wing and votary sircraft, with reverments, and a berm around
northern portion of the perimeter. An operaiiocnal suppert mission to construct
a 60' x 120! concrete pad, to support the relocaticn of the Air Cushion
Vehicles (ACVs) from Dong Tanm to Ben Luc, was approved. However, construction
has been eantinuously delsved and this project is presently scheduled for .-
accomplishments im early November. "

(3) During the pericd the 3rd Brigsde and Long An Province officlals began
to plan for the opening and upgrading of critical secondary rcads in Long An
Frovince, This secondary road progrem was designed to improve tactical oper=-
ations and support the pacifcation program. An integrated priority list of
roads required was submitted to I1 Field Forces for approval. The II Field
Force then assigned sections of the program to four different tonstruction
agencies; the 20th Engineer Brigade, 30th ARVH Engineer Group, the Seabse
Detachment, and the 5715t Ergineer Comapny, proportionate to their capabilities.
Actions were taken to acquire sand, laterite and rock in sufficient quantities
to. support the cemstruction agencies in their plenning and scheduling., In order
to solicit local support for the sscondary road program, civie action personnel,
from the 3d Brigade and Long An Province preparaed leaflets in conjunction with
ths pacification program and additional leaflets describihg road meintensnce
hints for distribution along the secondary roads. Work has begun on nine of
the twenty-five roads in the secondary road pregram and continuous coordinastion
has heen made to adjust priorities to meet ever~-changing needs within the
Province. Ourrent schedules ghow that the entire program can be accomplished
by 15 June 1970.

§o Sicnal Suppork:

(1) During the first 20 days of July 1969, the 3rd Brigade was still a
subcrdinate unit assigned to the 9th Jafantry Divisicn, thus, the Brigsade
Sigral Officer's oniy function was t¢ advise the Brigade Commaader on signal
matters, Duriag this period arrangements were made to establish a Rrigade
Signal Office, consisting of ona Signal Corps Major, ors MSG E-8 (MOS 312)
and one SP/4 (10S 72B), On 20 July 1969, ths Brigade Signal Offics becawe
operationsl and published the first Brizade SOI to be affective on 26 July 1969.
The Brigade Signal 0ffice supervised the upgrading of all radio and telephone
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systems within the Brigade.

(2) During August, the Brizade Signal Office continued to supervise the
vpgrading of communications. The largest effort was the expansion of the Tan An
Sase elephcns system, to include all of the newly assigned staff sectioms,
Plans were 2lso formulated to install a complete telephone sysieu for the 99th
Support Battalion located at Tan An Airfield.

(3) During September the telephone systems at Tan An Base and Tan An
Mrfield were completed with the assistance of the 2nd Signal Group. The
25th Division 2ignal Officer requested that he be allowed to publish the Brigade
SCI using the 25th Infantry Division format. It was sgreed that the 25th
Inf Div pubtigh the Briesrda SOI with the excention of the assignmeni of freq-
uenciscs snd call signs. This portion of %he oCI wes tho rocponsilbility of the
trizade signal Officer, Flans were formulated fo bLill a new cowmunicaiions
tirxkoer to house VHF, con~center, switchboard, and radie repair sections of the
564 Signal. Company. During Uctober the Signal Officer continued ‘o upgrsde
conmunications systems throughout the comrand., Approvzl was obtained and
pians were drawn fora new communications Yunker., An SSB back-pack razdio set
AW/PRC 75, ras obtained from the 25th Inf Div Signal Officer for tests with
E/75th Int, These communications tesis w2ll be conducted in November. .
k. {C) Army Aviation: During the reporting period the 3d Brigede'S aviution
requirenents were supportad by both II FFORCEV and the Brigade's organic aviatlon
element,

(1) II FFORCEV supported the Brigade with an average of one and half
fssault Helicopter Company (AHC) daily, The Brigade was normally supported
Dy the 240th AHC, 190th AHC, 118th AHC, aend the 116th AHC, Their missions
fuciuded airmobile insertions, extractions and resupply. ISach ANC nrovided
84 blade hours daily in support of the 3d Brigade.

{2) The 3d Bripade began operating with its own organlec aircrafi elsment
on 20 July 1969, This element consists of 4 UH~1H helicopters and 4 OH6A {A)s.
Jwring the reporting pericd the aviation element flew 2,779 blade hours in
guptert of the brigade. Thelr missions included resupply, visual rveconnaigsance,
parakect flights, sniffer missions, psyop missions (leaflet drops and loud
speaker broadeasts), night hawk, night hunter, ranger insertions and extraciions,
and courier flights.

(3) B/3-17 Air Czvalry Troop provided direct support for elsments of the
brigads.

(4) Brigade requirements for CH-54 helicopters were provided by the 25th
Infantry Division on a mission basie.
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1. () Chaniga) Oparstions: During the reporting period the brigade chemizal

section contlinueu personnel detectli~n operations, application of riot control

agent (2CA), and defolistion in support of 3rd Brigade, 9th Infentry Divisicn

operations. |

(1) Personnel Detection - XM3 Airborne Persounnel Detector (7:D)
(a} During the reporting period thers were 569 missions flown for a
total fying time of 474 hours. A1l missions were flown uiilizing the UH-1.
The results of these missions were reported to S2, 3rd Brigace.

(b) With tho wide acceptance of the improved model of the APD, the
older XM2 (MPD) detectors are currently being withdrawn from the country.

(¢) Maintenance problems have been reduced to & minimum with the re-
location us operations to Tan An Airfield. The detectors are now subject to
less transportation end less exposure to rain and dust hazerds. Also, with
the authorization for two detectors, detalled maintenancs can be performed at
genersl support level on one machine, without reducing the mission capability

> >3
of the section.

{d) Turing the reporting period, sniffing results continued to be
successiwl in lonating the enemy and denying him the ability to remain undscted.
Considerable success has been achleved despite the fact that the enemy hae broken
cown into smaller groups, The only problsms exverienced in prover utilization
of the sniffer device are due %o idicsyneracies in pilot habits in low-leval
fiight and lack of pilot familiarity with the cepabilities and limitetions of
the machine. In ddition to Jdsotermining tue spoed and direction of the wind,
the pilot must meintain a standardized technique of low level flight at 80
kn~ts and meXe gradual turns 1o prevent the machine from sniffing the exhaust
fumes of the airéraft, Long An Province’s dense population makes valid read-outs
often aifficult to obtain.

(2) Riot Conmtrol Agert Operations:

(a) During the reporting pericd there was one mission flown utilizing
bulk €S gas. On 24 July 1969, 117 drums of bulk CS were dropped “covering the
srea from coordinates X5 429686 to XS 415667, This reprecents 4,00C 1lbs of
€32, 5,363 1bs of CST was utilized in the area soutiwest of VC Island (vicinity
XSAS72S to prevent suemy infiltrstion,

(b) There were 27 E~158 Tactical Clusters expended during the reporting
perloc. These were employed on peint type targets developed from sniffer reading
and visually sighted potential enemy positions, In one case, four cannisters
were employea on preparation of an LZ, A potential epplication,such as suppor: ing
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troops in contact, is being considiered ané the section can maintain 15 mimute
reaction time 24 hours .ily, to apply CS. A new experimentel CS munition is
being sought to use in lieu to E-158s when the area coverage offered by the

E-158s 18 not desired. The XMS54 is a standard burning type (Beer Can construciion)
CS grenade with a 12 second delay fuze. This enables the munition to be emp-
loyed from high altitudes without affsecting its burning time on terget. Z0mm

CS rounds for the M-79 grenade launcherz are readily available and the section
maintains a sufficiert amount on nand to supply battalion and smaller units

upon request,

{3) Defoliation:
() In July 1969, one helicopter spray was completed expending 240 gallons
of agent orange covering 33 hectares in the area of the "Eagles Beak", vicinity
X5 5877.

(b) Tan Tru, Con Giuoc, and Rach Kien base camps have boen aapplied with
harbiolde, along with technioal amalstance in applying the agent to foliage around
tiedr perimatecy. 165 gallons of agent white have baen expended, with coverage
not complete to dote.
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2. Soctd 2 arnads = ' Gpoarvots

. ~a. Porsomnel.

(1) (0) wmu»m_wmuwnummmmmw

OBSERVATION: Infantry olements with experience in ACV operations obtained
bettor results.

B e —

EVALUATION: The greatest success experienced by the ACV Unit during the
reporting period was obtained while working with units that had previously
conducted operations in conjunction with the ACVs. The relationship between
the ACV Commander, crew and the on board Infantry Squad is identical to that
relationship between an armored cavalry platoon leader and his organic Infantry
squad. Unit operational effectiveness, coordination of support elements, and
efficlient command and control result from experience and development of standing
operating procedures. Infantry elements operating with ACVs for the first time
require a 30 minute briefing and a period of practical exercise in communications
and command and control before engaging in actual operations.

RECC!Z-ENDATIONs Now that each major command in the brigade has small units
cxpom.onced in ACV operations, if possible, these same platoons should be
detailed for futurc ACV missions. Additionaly, organic infantry should be a
part of any future ACV organization. The size of this organic infantry elerent
should depend on the number of ACVs in the troop. A ten man sguad should be
authorized for each ACV. '

(2) (c) Banlmmnt_ﬁemml

053 WiTICk:  Success of the ACV unit "logistieal -skills on the job train-
ing prosram 1s reflected in increaced operational use of vehleles,

R7«LUATION:  Roplacement maintenance personnel (turbine engine, aixfrawe, "
hydraulic, and avienic repairmen) who have completed Advanced Individual
Training can rapidly acdapt to the uncorv:on aspects of AGV maintenance in a
45 acy overlap with individuals they ure replacing,

RECCi i ZIIDATICH: That the raintonance OJT program be contimied and that

ron. acoiont personnel.be assigned for duty at least 45 davs mrior to the
DERCS of the man they aro to ropluoce.

(3) (C) Lodicnl Porsomiel Assignrents

OBSERVATION: The Brigade Surgeon's Office advises thc Adjutant General's
Office on all medical personnel assignments within the Brigade.
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EValearZlls Coordinavion veiween these two offices nas played a .arge

oL nouLe ~cco~nlzsn“ehu of the Brigade's mission. I has besn deterrined

Gieat ot Ladtos medical personnel can be most effectively utilized when the

T2t six menths of their tours arc spent with a field unit. Supervision of

Suel. ccrwornel assipgnment has and can be a function of the Brigade Surgson's
. Office,

0L ZrDATION:  That the Brigade Surgeon's Office continue to advise
wie ac utent General's Office on the assignment of all medical personnel
warcughout the brigads.

. (C) Cperetions
(1) () Bacconoicsanse of an Adrncbile Tarcet.

CBSERV.TION:  Wnen the C&C helicop“er recons a plamned eir sssauls
arget for any lengu of time, small groups of VC/NVA, forpwarned of the
impending assault, will attempt to evade.

. EVALLATILN: The o' wobile concept of US forces in so familiar to the
onciy vhao oy observing the CLC helicopter over an area they are often able
to sur.lse a planned air assauli tarvet, and ascape the varget aresa befors
tne arrived of the escort gunships and asssult troops.

RECGLEDATION: ¢ That the C&C kelicopter, vhen posgible, recon the
pienned elr assault target with gunships of a Light Fire Team (LFT) o
stevion 1o destroy these small groups of VC/NVA attempting to elude or
evade the (&G gircraftis observation.

20 (C> Wv\.‘ww lazning .ﬂ;‘m

OBSERVATICN: The VC/IVA are using noise making warning devices at
resving arcas and como-liaison routes.

&)

EVALUATION: The VG/NVA, wishing to avoid contact arcound bunkered rest

s O<ten use irip vire activatad ncise maxing devices, whnich "pop" like
iﬁé caps, ©o warn of the presence of US forces. These are used instead of
Ds on access routes intc resving areas to minimize endangering VC/IWVA
nerwise unfamiliar with the area.

cborvtes
O 1Y)
()
ct
H
P_} Dd

RECOILUDATION:  When these noise making warning devices are discovered,
US troops should be alert to a possible rest area ard rapidly advance o
prevent eneny escape and to deny him routes out of the area,

3
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(3) (C) Clovyoore ines arnd Trip Flores

OUSERVATICH: Claywors mines are often ermployed by Us forces in areas
uvliere observation cannct be maintained, thus allowing the enery to pass
tarouch the killing zone before the Claymore is detonated.

EVALUATION: Claymore mines can be effectively employed in areas whers
constant vieibility is not possible by placing trip flares within the killing
zone. The flare should be tied to e staie. The Trip wire rmst be of suf-
ficlent height above wthe ground to prevent accidenial detonation by grall
aiirmalse Personnel must immediately detonate the Claymore mine when a trip

flare is setv off,

RECOM-EIDATION: That trip flares ve used in conjunction with Claymore
mines in areas of limited visibility.

(4) (C) Sigimmex Opexation

OBSERVATICNS
Patrol Doats by hi
river snores.

he Viet Cong can avoid detection by the larger River
i

T
ding in thick nippa pelm and srall carals along the

EVALUATION: The Siim-er is a seventeen foot run-abous boai poewerad by
en eighty-five horsepouer cuttvoard engine. v 1s armed with two M-60 mechine
iuns, one M-4A9 grenade launcher, and four M-i6 rifles. Thr crew congists of
four nen., This combinatlon of a small, light-weight bosit, high povered engi:e.
and automatic weapons makes the Skirmer an ideal vessel Jor waterborne operations
at night. It may be used as security for larger bocts, an ambush vessel, and
as a reconnaissance boat. The Skir. er has proven to be highly effective in find-
ing and killing the eanemy. The Viet Cong often think the Skimmer is a sampan
and wvalk unsusplciously up to ite It is best employed with recomnaiscance
units which patrol and ambush along the rivers,

RECCM'IIDATION: That Skimmer Operations be used more extensively along
the major rivers and tribubtaries.

(5) (C) Nippa Pelm Cutting Operations

OBSERVATION: Local VG guerillas ave afraid of US units and will not
Chieu Hoi until US forces dcpart the arca.

EVALUATION: During the reporting period, 2-60th Inf conducted two nippa

palm cutting operations in conjunction with District RF and FF forces. In
both cases, a targeted village/namlet area was cordoned by US forces for a
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shrce doy poriod. During the day, nippa cubting was conducted by US and
RF/PF units with local civilians. Chain saws, "Bush King" saws, and

nachetes were utilized. At night, the US units withdrew from the cutting

area and set up a seal. In both cases, local VC Chieu Holed to the

District forces after US units had left the area. The Hol Chans stated that
they were afraid to surrernder to US forces and had hidden in bunkers for three
deys without food or water. They went on to say that this particular oper-
ation and other US operations in the area influenced them to Chieu Hol.

RECOMMEINDATION: Thet future US operations be foliowed up by an intensive

Psyop Campaign utilizing GVN forces with the emphasis on the Chieu Hoi theme.
(6) (C) The Effect of Air Pressure on the Velocity of Shrapnel.

OBSERVATION: During the reporting period, an Air Cushion Vehxole struck
two booby traps during an operation in the Flain of Reeds.

EVALUATION: Although both booby traps did superficial damage to bags,
aecks, and balliast tanks, there were no casualties on board the ACV (Infantry
trocps were riding the side decks during both incidents) and the handling
and perfermance cheracteristics of the vehicle were not impaired. The velocity
of the shropnel afterit had passed through the vehicele's thin aluminum skin
and bondclite paneling was 8ignificantly lower than would be expected. It

“is felt that the vehicle's downdraft was responsible for this significant

reduction in velocitya

REGCIG EiD.TION: That the effects of overpressure and alr turbulence be
researched as an effective dissipator of shrapnel. N

(7) (c)

OBSERVATION: Although the primary role of the Air Cushion Vehicle Unit
is reconnaissance, security, and rald operations, its inherent load carrying
capacity can lend considerable flexibility to any operatlon requlring nove=
ment of troops, supplies, and equipment.

EVALUATION: During the reporting period, two rifle companies were reiccated
in rmltiple l1ifts covering overlana distances of six to eight kilometers.
An 81mm mortar, basic load of amrmnition, and crew were relocatid over six
kilometers of marginal terrain in t-ently minutes without reducing the ACV
operctional load. The on board Infantry conducted a sweep of the site selected
for relocation prior to disembsrking the mwrtar squad.

RECOMMENDATION:  That supported comranders continue to challange and
xﬂlOlE the Alr uushlon Vehlcle Unit for support in imaginative combat and

Tt S
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auwxillary combat service support roles.
(8) (C) ZuDio Signs

CLSERVATICN: Tu Dia ("You Dic") signs are pleced on the perimeter of
thickly wooded areas to varn clvillans and others of the presence of bocby traps,

EVALUATION: The VC use Tu Dia signs in ruch the same manner the US units
use minefield :arkings; however, in nany areas raried by Tu Dia signs no
boob; traps actually exist. A Tu Dia area could be boouy trapped to aarass
troon moverent, pnrotect a cache siie, protect a rest area, or provide
early warning. If booby itraps are Located in an area marked with Tu Dia
signs, they are generally found within 50 reters of the Tu Dia markers and
along exisving trails, paths and dikes. Most Tu Dia areas will show signs
of recent enery moverment or occupabion.

RECOMMEIZATION: Tu Dia areas uwust be checked closely since in most ‘
cases enchmy activity does exist or has existed in the area. Valuable int-
ellipence can be gained as tc the mellods of operation ol the VC by determining
the actuel use of the Tu Dia area by the enemy. These areas should not be
avoided rerely beccuse of the possibility of booby traps.

(9) (C) Engacerent of MNisht Targets

CBSERVATION: When engaging targets at night with small arms fire, US
units consistantly fire high.

BVALUATION: It is wvery difficuli at night to determine the actual ground
level when engaging a target. DBecause of the inability of some US troops to
do this, they do not have corfidence in their avility to engage night targets,
and conseauently fail to place effective fire on the target.

RECCGHMEIDATION: That more night fire training be given to basic trainees
and that troops be instructed to mix tracer and ball ammunition in their nmag~
azines to improve their control at night.

(10) (C) Enemy Contact on Aubush Pairol
O3SERVATION: In recent operations it has been noted that the enemy wili

fire on a unit's holding position during the last reraining minutes of
dey_ight.
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AVALUATION: The VC will fire on a unit during the last minutes of day-
light as it moves from its holding position to the night ambush sight. In
Going vnis the VO hope to inflict casualties, cause confusion, and delay
the unit's movement to the night ambush site.

RECCI2ENDATION: That units delay moving out of daylight holding positions
until it is completely dark.

(11) (C) Leyinc a .2 Mortar in Delta Terrain

OBSE™VATION: When employing a 42" mortar in the Delta, often it will
o found vhat the ground is voo soft to form a firm soundetion for the
aseplcte. When firing with this type of basc, the baseplate will slide
o sugh an oxtent as to nccessitate tho baseplite being dug up and the
ube belns re-laid frequently. Relaying a tube at night under Delta conde
itions is often a 2ifficult and lengthy process.

o

-

O

- ct ct

EVALUATION: If mortars are to be employed in s static position, such
25 a base camp defense, a concrete firing platform can he constructed in
two to three days. In the center of the platform should be a’ recess large
enoush to hold eigh®t inches of sand and a 2% truck tire into which the
beseplate will be placed. This type of construction will ellow at least
500 rounds to be fired per tube without digging up the baseplate and completely
prevents any movement of the basepiate during fire missions.

RECCHIEIDATION: That other units be made aware of this technique for
laying a 4.2" nortar.

(12) (C) Accuracy of the 4.2" Fortaron s Traversing Fixe Migsion

OBSERVATION: After the 4.2% mortar FDC computes a traversing fire
rission, it tells the tube to fire a certain number of rounds om a given
deflection and then to traverse the gun, using the traversing hand wheel,

a certain number of turns to the left or right and fire again. The number of

traverses is dependent upon the size of the target and the number of rounds

to be expended. This method is quick but greatly reduces accuracy because the
recoil of each round will shift the rortar. Therefore, after the traverse

begins, there is no wgy of knowing exactly how far the gun has been moved by
the recoiil,

"EVALUATION: To insure the rounds impact in the target area the FDC should
not send the traverses to the gun in "turns" but instead should plot each
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traverse, compuve the firing deflection, and send the set of deflecuicns
1o the guns. This will dnsure that the mortar moves only the desirad number
of mils each time it is fired.

RECOMNENDATION:  Thabt other US units be nade avare of this method of
ploviing a traversing fire mission.

(+3) (C) Idp-o-Flaze Operation

OLSERVATION: Nippa-Flame ope.ations during the wet season have not
been successful,

BVALUATICN: During the reporting period, 445 gallons of diesel fuel
were amployed in the nagla's Beat Area (Vicinity XS 5877) in an attenpt to
burn off an area. Tne diesel was delivered by the use of ithe Agavenco spruy
wiit meunted in a UE-1 nelicopter. ILH's followed the spray ship, dropping
white phosphorous grenades in an atiempt to set ine target arsa zSire.
The target area was covered with dead nippa palin, bubt was partially wet due to
the constant rain of the Delts monscon. The ground was also saturated fronm
montiis of rain, The nippa palm could not be ignited inspite of repeated attempts
t0 4o S50,

RECOMMENDATION:  That if helicopter Nippa Flame cperations are to be
successful, tney must be acconplls 1ed at the height of the dry season when the
nippa ard surrounding terrain has had ample time to dry completely.

(14) () Emp ot of Sniner

OBSERVATI(N: The brigade sniper program has been very effective during the
reporiving period.

EVALUATION: In the 3rd Brigade each battalion is authorized 4 sriper teams,
each team consisting of two men. These teams are employed as battalion assets
and are under the direct control of the battalion commander. The snipers
are ubtllized exclusively in an offensive rocle and their mi:sions are tailored
so that they function in a purely sniper role. This method of employnent
has worked very well for the brigade dnd in October the 3rd Brlgade snipers
accounted for 32 enermy killad. ”his figure repyresents a marzed incrsase over
regults from previocus monihs,

RuCOM2iENDATIONT  That other units be made aware of this method of employing
their sniper teams.
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{(15) (C) Nieht K Opera
OLSERVATICN: Night Hunter Operations have proven effective in providing
incediate reaction to Intelligence Targets at night.

EVALUATION: The Night hunter Operation was developed to provide rapid
reaciion and exploitavion of “argets acquired at night by strategically
located Ground Surveillance Radar sets. The Night Hunter team is comprised
of ihs following four elements: 4n Air Cavalry Light Scout Team consisting
of ocne Ai-1G Cobra Cunship and one UH1B Command and Control helicopter
with Xenon Searchlight, crew served. Starlight Scope and a 7.62mm minigunj
Artillexy Support; Ground Surveillance Radar support provided by the 4V/TPS-25
and AN/PPS-5 redar sets; and a Instant Reaction Force consisting of 6-8
Rangors, When « Night Hunter target {enemy sighting of 5-'0 personnel) is
picked up on radar, the Ranger team becomes asirborne and heads toward the
vargel area. Artillery fire can be placed on the target either tefore or after
the insertion of the Ranger team. The second msthod is preferred because it
preserves the element of surprise. Before the Ranger element inserts,two
White Pnosporous rounds are fired to mark the target, and then continuous
illunination is fived while the Ranger teum 1s on tie ground. The Ranger OIC
orvits the area and adjusts artillery for the ta2am. This also allows the
Xenon Searchlight to be used in spotting targels in areas not covered effectively
bty artillery illumination. The Night Hunter has proven to be an extremely
effective means of engaging radar sighted targets st night. The success of the
Night ‘Hunter Operation depends on the coordinated efforts and reaction time
of tne four elements of the Night Hunter Team. Average reaction time after
notification of scramble to Runger insertion is twenty minutes.

RICOMMENDATION: That other units be made aware of the techniques involved
in the Night Hunter Operations.

Cs Iraining

(1) (C) Sniper Equipuent

OBSERVATION: Sniper equipment frequently needs a higher echelon of
cleaning and maintenance thab the individual sniper is guthorized vo perform.

EVALUATION: The effects of weather and terrain in the Delte frequently
cause the sniper's weapon and sight to becoms fouled or inoperative. The
weapon and sniper thea must given a non-scheduled standown while the equipment is
taken to the Division sniper school for maintenance,

RECOM{ENDATION: That additioral training be given to the individual sniper
80 that he is able to perform maintenance and repair of his own equipment; or
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for all replacements,
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9th Infantry Division for Period

icd armcrer be assigned to the Brigade to maintain sniper weapenu

Lv has beon found thal replacemente assigned to maneuver
o ttalions often maike serious errors while conducting combat operations
eccause they ¢id not undersvand unit SOP's,

Yo conbat this problem, mandatory classes were organized
These classes were in addition to instruction pres-

ented atv the Brigade replacement training center. The classes were designed
to insiruct the replacements 3n the batiaiion's operating teckniques. ,These

classes were taught by small unit leaders.

Subject areas inciuded amb.sh

techniques, alirmobile operations, booby traps, prevention of skin disease,

and artiliery adjusiment.
were able to adjust

RECOM/EBIDATION:
the procecdures used

Upon complevion of the training, the replacenents
t0 combat operations more rapidly and effectively.

That each replacement receive orientation training on
within the battalion before he participates in combat

operations., For the first 48 hours following assignrent to a battalioxn, the

new replacemen® should not be involved in combat operations.

(3) (C) ACV Loiver Train

OBSERVATIGH:

s

in January 1970.

REGOMEXNDATIO

I\o

Current location and nissions of the ACV Unit have ceriously
hampercd the OJT driver training program.

Although there is no immodiate problem in availability of
competent 4 V érivers, three of the five operators present for duty DEROS

Conduct of a basic driver training courss in the vicinlity
of Zen Luc is impossible tecause of the tactical situation in the area.

prior to deployment to Vietnanm.

e. Logistics:

(1) {(C) M-548 Cargo Carrier

OBSERVATICN:

That replacement drivers be trainsd; by the ACV contractor

The M-548 Cargo Carrier is a more effective recovery vehicle
than the M-578 Recovery Vehicle in the marsh and paddy areas of the Delta
during the rainy season.
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EVALUATION: During the wet season, the Delta is largely a sea of clay
mud. The M-578 Recovery Vehicle is virtually useless off the road because or
its broad base design and high capability of off road me-euver due to its high
off road design,

RECQQ-ENDATION: That the M-548 Jargo Carrier be made available to mech-

anized units &3 augmentation to maintenance recovery sections, particularly in
the Delta.

(2) (C) Use of Non-Oreanic Transportstion

OBSERVATION: It has been determined from the recent relocation of the
3¢ Brigade Supply Point from Dong Tam to Tan An that close gnd detailedl
coordination must be effected when non-organic transportation is utilized.

EVALUATION: Because there was a limited amount of non-organic vehicles
available for use by the 3rd Brigade, it was necessary to obtain the maximum
amount of use from each one., It was determined that in order to move great
quantities of supplies in a short perlod of time, with limited resources, it
was necessary to split the trailer assets into three groups, with only one |
tractor for three treilers. One group was loading, one was unloading, while
still another group was on the road. This methdd resulted in a continuous
movement of the trucks, enabling the Brigade to mcve large amounts of supplies
with a minimum of equipment.

RECOMMENDATION: That this management technique be incorporated into
instruction at the US Army Transportation Schiool.

\ f. Organization

(1) (C) Reorganization of the «CV Unit

OBSERVATION: Because of the location #nd mission of the ACV Unit, a
minimum of three commissioned officers (CO, XO, and Maintenance Officer) are
essential to sustain unit operations and administration.

EVALUATION: The ACV Unit has all of the administrative, supply, and
operational requirements of a separate company. Air Cushion Vehicle maint-
enance and technical supply activities include a direct support capability.
Conduct of on the job training of maintenance and crew personnel prograns,
property book manangement, support of remote bases, recoverey operations,
liaison, coordination, and command and control camnot be realistically vested in

one commissioned officer and one maintenance werrant officer as indicated
in MTCE 17-1097, .

, . 39
: CONFIDENTIAL

1




. . _ ~/
CONFIDENTIAL

AVBB-MH 15 November 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 3rd Brigade, 9th Infantry Division for Period
Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

RECOMMENDATION: That the original recommendation of an authorized
MTOE sirength ot three officers (Commanding Officer, O-4, MOS 1204; Executive
Officer, 0-3, MOS 1204; and Maintenance Officer, 0-2, MOS 1204 be re-
evaluated based on current ACV Unit needs,

(2) (C) Security of Brigade Headquarters

OBSERVATION: The Separate Brigade TOE does not provide for the security
of the Brigade Headquarters.

EVALUATION: The current TOE deletes the rifle platoon from the Brigade
Headquarters Company. This element was designed to provide security for the
Headquarters. Since the Separate Brigade Headquarters is not normally co-
located with one of its mareuver battalions, the security of the Headquarters
requires a levy from the maneuver battalions,

RECOMMENDATICN: That the TOE be changed to include a rifle platoon for
security.

g. Other
(1) (C) Darmatélégic Disesses

OBSERVATION: The number of man days lost due to dermatologic diseases

can be kept at an ecceptably low level by limiting the durstion of operations
in the field, contingent, of course, on the tactical situation,

EVALUATION: The man days lost due to dermatologic diseases throughout the
Brigade compared very favorable with the man days lost figures of last year for
a unit of comparable size within the 9th Infantry Division. The favorable rate
during the height of the rainy season this year was due to vigorous adherencs
by commanders to *the policy of limiting combat operations to 48 hours coupled

with the use of grigeofulvin prophylaxis and frequent foot inspections uy the
battalion surgeons.

RECOMMENDATION{' That the command policy of limiting operations in paddy
areas to 48 hours followed by a 24 hour drying out period be continued as the
most important method of preventing dermotologic diseases.

(2) (C) AN/MRC-69 VHF Communication Sct

OBSERVATION: The AN/MRC-112, VHF Communication Van, 4 chamnel capability
proved insufficient to provide adequate communicgtions to the Brigade and its -
fire support bases.

40
CONFIDENTIAL




CONEIDENTIAL

AVBB-MH 15 Novenber 1969
SUBJECT: Cperational Report of 3rd Brigade, 9th Infantry Division for Period
Ending 31 Octobur 1969, RGS C3FOR-65 (R1) (U)

EVALUATION:  Tle demand for circuils was too great and a strict 1lizit of
these deands wol..1 rave impaired the Brijade's mission. The more rellable
AL/MRC-69 was macs £vailable to the Brigade from the outgoing 9%h Signal
Battalion and the 53ra Signal Battalion in lieu of the 6 channel AN/MRC-127
aushorizeu by the M'UB, OSystems were installied in each maneuver battalion as
well as the DS Main.enance Comapny of the 99th CS Support Battalion. This
increwseu circuitl qualivy and reliability and also provided greater frequency
Tange.

RECOQENDATION: That the AN/MRC-69 VHF Communicaticon set or equivalert
be 1ade availatle vhen considering communications requirements for che
brigade headgquarters and bactalion fire support bases.,

(3} (6} Camhined Fire Support Goordination Canter (GESCG)

OBSERValIli: The means of coordination and transfer of mission esseniial
datae botween US and ARVN grtille.y nas been inadequate,

EVALJATIC: It has Teen found in several instvances auring the reperving
period that & means of combined fire support coordination for US snd ARVN
artillery was completely lacking., Tnis precluded masaing of fires, allowed
needless dumlication of effort, and did not provide for the full use of Iire
support capabilities within the rrovince. In some cases units were nol re~
ceivirg fire su-pcrt when such support was available because the proper agencies
were not veing advised of the recuest. All of this ras been eliminated uy the
initiation of tne Combined Fire Support Coordination Center (CFSCC), Woriing
cirectly with Vietnamese lire support agencies and being co~located witnin ths
Sector TCC, the CFSCC has provided the necessary link between the allied
forces to incure the test utilization of all fire support availavle through-
out the province. In nost cases the CF3CC is the first US agency to receive
the requirsment for additionai fire support. This rsquirement is then
pasced on to the Vietnarese cr US fire support agency capable of providing
this sunpors.

RECOMMERDATIONs That Combined Fire Support Cocrdinetion Centers be

initiated throughout South Vietnam in order to provide the best possible
fire support for both Vietnamese and US Forces.
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SUBJECT:s Operational Report of the 3d Brigade, 9th Infantry Division for
tie Period Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)

DA, HQ iII FFORCEV, APO San Francisco 962661 5 DEC 19€9
THRU: Commanding General, US Army Vietnam, ATTNs AVHGC(DST), APO 96375
Commander-In-Chief, US Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT, APO 96558

TOs Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D.C. 20310

This headquarters has reviewed and concurs with the Operational Report -~
Isssons Learned of the 3d Brigade, 9th Infantry Division for the period
ending 31 October 1969.

FOR THE COMMANDER:
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[EADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VITINAM, APO Sen Franclsco 96375 02FEg 157

TO: Commender in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
AP0 96558

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned
for the quarterly period encing 31 October 1969 from Headquarters, 3d Brigade,
9th Infantry Division and commenie of indorging headquarters.

2. (C) Couments rcllow:

a. (C) Reference item concerning "Infantry Units Working With Air
Cushion Vehiclzs", pare 30, paragraph 2a(1); concur. Infantry elements
experienced ir Air Cushion Vehicles (ACV) operations should be detailed
for future ACV nissions. Additionally, organic infantry should be consid-
ered when determining a part of any future ACV organizations. The size of
this organic infantry element would deperd oa the number of ACV!s in the
troop.,

b. (U) Reference item concerning "Repiscement Persomnel®, page 30,
paragraph 2a(2); nonconcur. Assigning wmsintenance replacement perusonnel
for duty OJT 45 days prior to the DEROS of his predecessor is congidered
impracticel and uneconomical. The presence of men on board for performance
of the same 100 Ior 45 days would present a great unit personnel over-
strength on one erd of the pipeline and a critical personnel shortage on the
other. The basic concepi is good but the resulting diminishing efficiency
due to the prolonged duplication of man-hours on the same job escalates
the cost of performing the %task. Zstablishing an accelersted 0JT course

at the organizational jevel is highly recommended. Above information bas
been related to the unit.

c. {(C) Reference iiem concerning "Skinmer Operations", page 32, para-
graph 2b0(4}. Concur with recommendation that skimmer operations be used
more sextensively along the major rivers and tributaries. Because of its
size, high powered engine end fire power, the skimmer is an ideal vessel
for waterborne operations and should be used extensively for securivy of
larger boats, an ambush vessel and a reconnasissance boat.

d. (U) Reference item concerning "Nipps Palm Cutting Operations",
page 32, paragraph 205(5); concur. Existing PSYOP guidance publications
recognize the increased effectivenese of messages and operations developed
considering whe vulnerabiliiiss of a target sudience and targeted on that
group over gereral PSYOP campaigns and messages delivered at random.
Coordination and plamnirg to broadcast specific appeals under particular
conditions allows preparation of recorded messages to fit the situation.
The recommendation is included in present PSYOPis >olicy.

ASE DOWHGRADED AT 3 YEAR IHTERVALS;

PO

e DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
CONFIDENTIA DOD DIR 5200.10
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AVHGC-DST (15 Nov 69) 3d Ind
SUBJECTt Operational Repor®t of 3d Brigade, 9th Infantry Divieion for
Period Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CsFOR-65 (R2)(U)

e. (U) Reference item concerning "The Effect of Air Pressure on the
Velocity of Shrapnel", page 33, peragraph 2b(6); concur. However, a study
is not necessary as it is a woll known fact thatv friction increcses as
density increases which results in drag on moving chbiecta.

£. {C)' Reference i%em ccncerning "Tu Dia Signs", page 34, paragraph
2b(8); concur. A tlhorough search for intelligence irdicators in a Tu Dia
(You Die) marked area should be made during all operations. Timely and
accurate reporting of .iis informetion will sssist the inteliigence section
in refining the enemy order of battle.

g. (C) Reference item concerning "Laying a 4.2" Mortar in Delta
Terrain", page 35, paragraph 2b{11); ccncur. The use of a concrete firing
platforn to fire the 4.2" mortar in Delia terrain is & good idea. This
information will be considered for inclusion in USARV'a Battlefield Reports-
Tips fer Commanders.

h. {C) Reference item concerning "iccuracy of the 4.2" Mortar on a
Traversing Fire Mission", vage 35, parsgraph 25(12); concur. To insure
that the mortar rounds impact in the barget area, the FDC should not send
tne iraverses to the wegpon in turns, bub Instead suould plot each traverse,
compuie the firing deflection and send the set of deflections to the mortars.
This information wili be considered for inclusion in USARV!'s Batilefield
Roport - Tips for Commasnders.

1. {G) Reference item concerning "&uployment of Smipers", page 36
= 3 )

- N \ S . 3
persgvsph S{14}: concur. This item was covered in a USARV Letter, Subjechs
Tuploymens of Snipers; Gated 6 Deceuwver 1963, which was distributed to the
wnits 1o e fieid,

hp QG} hefarence item concerning "Sniper Equipment", page 37, para-
graph 2:(1); nonconcur. The sniper rifle is a sensitive weapon which cen

become ingccurste or inoperative if not maintained properly. A1 higher
echelon cleaning anc maintenance must be carried out by the qualified gun-
suith assigned to the vnit.

%. {U) Geiorence item coacerning "ACV Driver Treining", pege 38,
. I'4 PR 'Y
peracraph 2¢(3)t Concur witsh suggestion that ACV replacement drivers be
1 -

trained prior
be used for itrainirvg in CONUS. -

1. (U} &Asference itzn concerning "M-548 Carge Carcler®, page 38,

paragrsph 2e{1); ncuconcur.
(4) The 3-5,3 Cargo Carrier was not designed %o be used as a primary

recovery venicls. However, it can be used in limited recovery operations
for venicles of ths sswe or gmaller welghi, by use of its front winch.

A
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AVHGC-DST (15 Nov 69) 3d Ind
SUBJECT: OCporational Repori of 3d Brigade, 9th Infantry Division for
Period Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)(U)

This principle applies to any vehicle with front and/or rear winches. The
o-ton M~5.8 vehicle cannot be cuployed as a substitute for ithe 27-ton
M-578 vehicle. It is highly recormended that the principle of recovering
a vehicle with a "like" cr "heavier" vehicls be amployed utilizing the
most suitable vehicle from tho existing authorized inventory, especially
during light or unusual recovery operations.

(2) Many units ha/- expericn:ed difficulties with the M-578 Recovery
Vehicle. Using the M-548, which 1s basically an M113A1 fitted with a cargo
rack, is not a geod solution. USARV now has an ENSURE project o convert a
M113A1 to a recovery vehicle which is a good solution to this type problem.

nm. {(U) Regerence item concerning "Use of Non-Organic Transportation®,
page 39, paragraph 2e(2); concur. However, tractor trailers are normally
utilized at a two to ons ratio by the Army and a four to one ratio by civilian
irdustry. For line haul operations, a two to one ration is normally ideal
for the military. In short haul operations, however, with limited MHE
available and good roads to travel over, a three to one ratis can be
advantagecus. While this has only limited applications, it udds to trans-
porigtion flexibvility and should be added to the Transportation!School!a
curriculwa.

n. (U) Reference item concerning "Reorganization of the ACV Unit",
page 39, paragraph 2f(1); nonconcur.

(1) At present the.e are no spaces available within USARV resources
to finance the proposed increass of one officer within the platoon.

(2) This headquarters does not <eel it appropriate for a platocn
size unit of this type to have three officers assigred to it.

o. (U) Reference item concerning "Security of Brigade Headquarters",
page 40, paragraph 2£(2); concur. The addition of a rifle platoon to the
seperate Brigade Beadquarters for security appears to have merit. However,
at present, there are no spaces available within USARV resources to finance
the proposed incresse in personnel. In the event it is absolutely necegsary
that the unit be reorganized, trade-off spaces must be provided by identity
(i.e., officer and enlisted) and & MTOE sutmitte for consideration.

p. (U) Reference item concerning "Dermatologic Diseases, page 40,
paragraph 2z(1}; concur. This item was publieghed in USARV Training News-
letter No. 6-6G, Jited 19 November 1969.

q. (U) Eeference item concerning "AN/MRC-69 VEF Communication Sei',
page 40, paragraph 2g(2); concur. The Radio Terminal Set AN/MRC-69 is a

Y7
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AVHAGC-DST (15 Nov 69) 23 Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 3d Brigade, 9th Infantry Division for
Period Ending 31 Octobor 1969, RiS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

18t Goneration Army Communications assemblage that is being replaced by
various 24 Gereration AACOMS equipment. The 3d Brigade, 9th Inf Div ia
authorized to retain the AN/MRC-69's on hand until such time the new
equipment becomes available.

r. {(C) Reference item concer "Combined Fire Support Coordination
Center (CFSCC), vage 41, paragraph 2g(3); concur. Combined fire support
coordinagtion centers should be inltiated throughout South Vietnam for the
purpose of providing the best possiblie fire support for both Viatnamese
and US forces. This item will be forwarded to MACV for their comsiderstion.

FOk THE COMMANDER:

1" D.” MURRA
CPT, AG
Cy furn: Assiztont Adivisot Ganaerol
3d/9th Inf Liv
1I Frv
MACV J3-051
4

-~ - e
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L, SUBJECT: OQperational Report of HQ, 3d Brigade, 9th Infantry Division for
] Period Znding 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (RLl) (U)

HQ, US Army, Facific, APO San Francisco 96558 17 FEB 1970

T70: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Develcpment, Department of the
Army, Washingtor, Ds C, 20310

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed.

e FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

Ol
C. L. SRORY

CFT, AGC

Asst AG
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ORGANIZATION

ASSIGNED UNITS

IHC 3@ Brigade

6-31 Inf

2-47 Inf (Mech)

2-60 Inf

560 Inf

2-4 Arty

65th Inf Det (Combet Tracker)

E/75th Inf (Ranger)

US Arry Air Cushion Vehicle Troop, RVN
45th Inf P1t (Bcout Dog)
19th Mil Hist Dot
19th PI Det

39th Chem Det

4934 MI Dst

99th CS Spt Bn

56th Siz Co

571st Eng Co

4836 MP P1t

264th FA Det (Radar)
276th Arty Det (Radar)
ATTACEED UNITS

B/3~17 Cav

Inell CONFIDENTIAL
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3¢l1st Airfield Control Det.

Weather Det

ALO/FAC

43h Civil Affairs Plt
Eng Dot (Water Supply
ADA Sec (uad 50)

ADA Btry (40mm)

F4 Biry 155mm (SP) (GSR)

FA Brty 155mm (T) (GS

)

R)

CONFIDENTIAL

A Btry/7-6th arty (8"/1275) (GSR)

Fadio Reasearch Plt

Med Det (Den Sve)

Yed Dot (PM)

Med Det (Vet)

Hel Amb Det
Interpreters

Kit Garson Scouts

MID (14th ARVN)

Parent Unit
165th Awn Gp
5th Weather Sqdn

19th Tac Spt Sqdn

. 237C4" Gy~

82d Bng Co

5-2d4 Arty

5-2d Arty (1 P1t)

5-2d Arty (Mission Basis)
B&C/5-42¢ Arty

335th RR Co

36th and 137th Med Det (KJ), on an
area basis

20th PM Unit, on an area basis
44th Med Bde, on an area basis
44th Med Bde, on an area basis
MACV

Allccated by USARV G5

MACV

CONFIDENTIAL
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HHC 34 Bde

2=/ Arty Bn HQ

E/75 Inf (Ranger)

99 CS Spt Bn

571 Eng Go

2~47 Inf (Nech).
4 CGo:
B Cot
C Ce:
D Co;

B/2~/ Arty |

2-60 Inf
A Go
B %o
¢ Co
D Go
B Co

/24 Arty

5~60 Inf
A Co
B Co
C Go
0.Co»*
E Co

CONFIDENTIAL

TASK ORGAINIZATION AND UNIT LOGATION
4S OF 310600H OCTOBER 1969

Zan An Main
Tan 4n Main
Tan An Main
Tan An Airfield

Tan An Airfield

Binh Phouc
Binh Phouc
Binh Phoue
Binh Phouc
Binh Pnouc
Binh Fhouc
Tan Tru
Trn T
Ten Tru
Tan Tru
Tan Tru
Tan Tm
Tan T
Bach Kien
Rach Kien
Rach Kien
Rach Kien
Rach Kien

Rach Kien

CONFIDEATIAL

SR
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XS 546648
XS 546648
XS 546648
X8 524656
XS 524656
X8 609553
48 609553
XS 609553
XS 609553
%5 609553
XS 609553
XS 65562/,
X bando)
X3 655624
XS 655624
XS 65562
X8 655624
XS 655624
LS 744458
XS 744698
X8 744,698
XS 744,692
X5 7/4698
XS 744698




&/2-4 Arty
6-31 Inf

D/2-/4 Arty

A Co
B Co
G Co
D Co
E Co

A/5-42 (155mn)

B/5-42 (155zm)

c/7-8 (8"/175m:)

CONFIDENTIAL

Rach Kien
Can Giuoc
Can Giuoc
Can Giuoc
Cair. Giuoc
Can Giuo;
Can- Giuoc
Can Giu.c
Tan Tru

Thu Thua
Ben Luc

CONFIDENTIAL
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XS 744698
XS 833727
X5 833727
XS 833727
XS 833727
XS 833727
XS 833727
XS 833727
XS 673610
XS 584702
XS 637767
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CONFIDENTIAL.
MOLTH us us Ve Py A6 1ICL LELSONS GaPTURED
KIA WIA XA, e T ARMS _ OREW
JUL 15 162 391 n 5 0 5S4, y
AUG & 1c2 PR % T 0 103 8
SEP 17 So 252 28 0 g 75 3
ceT I I & W St VA S 2. 2
TOZAL 43 440 284 il 15 ¢] 313 . 22
ERIEGDI?, JZSES
LS_KId US &I
wJrr 0T FAYL »ER ocT _ TOT . UL UG ZP _OCT TOT
2=4"7 2 1 L 1 5 . i6 10 24 15 65
2-60 7 2 A 0 13 b 75 37 40 24 176
5-60 5 4 3 1 13 64 42 24 17 147
5=31 OP CON TO 1 1 2 OPCONTO 10 1L, 2
9TH INF DIV 9TH INF DIV
3=7 0 1 RETURNED TO 1 o 16 «ETURY TO 16
199th LIB 199th LIB
B/3-17 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 2
RALGER 0 0 0 0 C C 1 0 i 2
ARRY 1 G 2 0 3 5 0 1 0 ¢
OTHER 0 0 6 0 6 2 0 0 0 2
TOTAL 15 8 17 3 43 162 108 99 Tl 440
CONFIDENTIAL.
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EXEMY LOSSES
G KIA Ryt
UNIT JUL AUG __SEP QCT TOT _ JUL. __AUG SRP __OCT  TOT
2~47 47 V%, 57 83 261 5 6 1 2 1
2-60 48 55 39 47 189 C 3 2 2 7
5-60 81 64 84 82 31 4 12 5 2 23
6-31 g%’HCgNWTgIV 22 38 60 g%{ C%.FIgN 18 4 2
3.7 15 2/, RETURNED TO 39 0 8  RETURNED TO 8
199TH LIB 199th LIB
B/3-17 72 65 22 32 191 1 0 0 1 2
RAGER 20 16 16 2/, 76 1 0 2 2 5
ARTY 48 70 23 26 167 0 0 0 0 9
A/F 12 37 9 19 77 0 0 0 0 0
AHC Al 48 69 2L 185 0 0 0 0 0
OIHER A A _ll_ (SR S O ¢ A M O
TOIAL 392 453 352 388 1584 11 2 28 13 81
OI CHAIHS
UXIT JUL AUG SEP OCT TOTAL
2447 0 1 0 0 1
2-60 1 1 0 0 2
5-50 2 3 0 2 "
6-31 OP CO¥ 10 0 1 1
9TH INF DIV
3-7 0 1 RETURNED TO 1
- 199TH LIB
B/3-17 0 0 0 o 0

CONFIDENTIAL
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JancBl]
ARTY
OTHER

TUFAL

CONRIDENTIAL
a1 o 1
20 0 0
0 0 ¢ 0 ol
3 7 o 3 13
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83 418 OFERGITONAL SUMMART

MONTHE JUL _AUG SEP OCT. TOTAL
MISSIONS 633 1218 3110 3197 8158
%‘%Bﬁg) 2721 243.1 231.2 250.0 1537.0
g:) . 48 20 { 60 91 348
BLDGS DEST 32 21 FIA T 108
BLDGS DaM 7 1 0 5 8
BNKRS DEST 223 229 205 252 1005
BNKRS DAM 32 3 ¢ 0 35
£BA (BC) 15 13 o 1 41
KBA (POSS) 6 0 0 0 6
SEC EXPL 3 3 2 2 13
S4MPANS DFST 3 7 6 i 27
FIGHTING 164 163 28 57 42
POSITIONS DEST

CON F-\J)E_NTI%\L

S/
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