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Battalion, Period Ending 31 January 1970 (U) 
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1.  Subject report is forwairded for review and evaluation in accordance 
with paragraph Ab, AR 525-15.  Evaluations and corrective actions should 
be reported to ACSFOR OT UT, Operational Reports Branch, within 90 days 
oi.   receipt of covering letter. 

2.  Information contained in this report is provided to insure appropriate 
benefits in the future from lessons learned during current operations and 
may be adapted for use in developing training material. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS, 223d AVIATION BATTALION (COMBAT) 

APO San Francisco  96238 

AVBACB-DE 9  February   19 70 

SUBJECT:     Operational   Report-Lessons   Learned,   22Jd Aviation   Battalion 
(Combat),   Period  Ending   31   January   1970   (U) 

SICK  DISTRIBUTION 

1 •     Section   L,   Operations:     SiKnificant  Activities. 

a,     (U)    General.    This report covers the period 1  ilovomber 1969 
through 31  Jiuiuary 1970,  and is subaitted in accordance witi'. AR 525-15 and 
USAriV Regul i^ion 525-15.    This report includes  the Headquarters and Head- 
quarters Cc:..pany,  223d Aviation Battalion (Combat),  18th Aviation Company 
(Utility Airplane),  163d Medical Dotachment,-'1B3d, Aviation Company 
(Utility Airplane),   135th Aviation. Company,   (Utj.iity Air piano),  203d 
Aviation Company  (Utility Airplane),   219th Aviation Comprny (Utility 
Airplane),  and the 225th Aviation Cocpany .(SurveiUance ^irplanu). 

b. Personnel. 

(1) Infusion Program:    Mo  significant problems have occurod during 
this   iuc.rtcr and any conflicts h.ivu boon r^solvud  intern:J.ly,    Prior 
probl .me. in the 163d Medical Dotnc'iECiiit wpr^ resolved by.roplacamont 
porsorji.cl from- GÜHUS.    The pregpnt r.'.to of foreign service tour extensions 
coupled with the current flow of roplr.Gomunts appear sufficient to pro- 
elude future problems uitnout requiring outside a'sslstnnca, 

(2) Rcplac ement s J 

(a)     Enlisted rcplaccmonts wore roc^iv^d in sAtisf-ctory numbers 
during the final two months of this quarter  after an initial period of 
insufficient replacements,   (EM assigned:    Uov 9j  D^c 64,* Jan.98),    The 
quality of. junior-enlisted raplacoments iß lacking,   .i-10S producing schools 
appe.^x to be graduating porsomcl on the basis of time  spent in school 
rather than proficiency.    Extensive OJT is required;.to train individuals. 
This is especially prevalent in 71B, 71H,  and 67A MOS'e and should bo 
corrected at the  school level.    Short-.ges currently exist in the following 
areas:    MOS 70A10  (^uthj  17,  Asg:  8),  71B20  (..uth:   14,  ^sg: 7), 71P40 
(.lith: 9,  ^sg» 7),  .nnd 71T20  (.Jitli:  10, ^sg{  2),    During tijis quarter 171 
enlisted replacements wore rocoivod leaving tho battalion at 93% of its 
enlisted rtrength at  th^.  end of the quarter,   a drop of 3% since.the 
previous quarter, 
f o R   o I   c' 7 
/'-)' (l* DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS; 
lnclosure CONFIDENTIAL DEQASSIFIED AFTER J2 YEARS. 

1 D0D DIR 5200.10 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

J/B.jJB-DE 9 F(;bru:ry 1970 
SJBJECTj    Opcr .tic;:-.1 Kuiort.'.  ■.ens Lc irnod,  223d -viation Battalion 

(Goml-.t),  ?uriod Si.  .g 31  Jnmi'iry 1970 

{'")     Tl;.j qu^lit;; of officer rjpl iccmcnts has been satisfactory,,    Only 
20% cl;   ■'hj  avi ;tor r^plicumorvti;    rrvi-.d directly out of flight .school, 
Howovo.   snort.-  ,; nf commissioned ofl'ic ^rs  ra-;"in critical.     Totals of 22 
Comnii,:si.jiiod ofi'icürg and 14 Warrant effio^-o woro rocuived during this 
quort.jr 1c .viag tho battalion vrith 70^ of i4,s authorizod coramissionod 
stror..'-..1! of 191   :M 95/* cf its authorized warrant strength of 57, or an 
ovor.v !   offivor p-.rc   it'gu of 78%, 

(?'     Hc--::iist,':.-;•.!<     During  this  reporting poriod tt.j  b.'.tt-tlion roonliot- 
mont   Lii.v!   ; ; liur L...'-  1'J visits   to outlying c.;np.aiu3.     Tlio results woro 7 
rocalisunu.U i   .f :; \r ,..r soldiers aid 9 first torn roonlistnontQ,     Tnis 
roprcjc:;tü ^T'-'    f ti^.. oligihl^ first tenn soldiers and 100% ruanIicti;.ont 
of car.   r .    ' ;i, .r ■ 

as Injl 
-Uio of tiu    ;23d.Aviatioi"' B;.ttaivn  (Co.r.b.it)  ia  "Lt .chod 

(5)     Th-   v.f-r.ifi.c.ja p.;rfori:iül en-.ng'jj withl:)  tno <;:....;....  -nj     t   ff 
during  U.i    . ist  qu-LTlor ".re  •■:-;  foliowsi 

( :) 

(b) 
3-4 or.  i 

,n,   U,  a60-c.>5262,   -.asunod  luties as battalion ,<>-3 
Tha-aas E,  Hi^don,  L"),  2b3-5A-77.34. 

Jfcü 

(cj 

(;,:'i e,  ..•c.undl';r>   FA,   363~^:'^-2369J   assuraod duties us öatxalion 
.';9j   vice C?T Janes L.   George,   Li,   24,3~-50-6114« 

Ala.ün,   IN,   251-■•''-.x'V4,   u.; 'cnod   Jati.-s  as  batt-'ilion 
Assi^tvant   S-.s  i'      ./,   rii-v  I'-'/). 

(d!       :U  r. c. M-. ''J,   .Ixteli,   SC,  425-53-3374,  assuniixl dutiea as 
Battalion &-;2 or,   13   .'ov 1%9,  vico G?T Bumall .., Morcsr,  TO,   569-36-1188. 

( .)     .: .    •■•..      .,   ,.J     ",   I.;,   2:'1-<')6-*;Bv4,  't:isiL:.üC ^utl-'S aj ^.d.t.^dion 
S-«, or,   i    :an   1970,   ■.'! ■•;   -'.U Richard C.   .octoll,   do,  425-53-3374. 

U,     Ji'.  i-ui  L'4  Wa'l-rur,  60,  4>'—4^-0c1'.>,  dHsur^id Jut..;   as Batt,jlion 
S-2 on .-.; J-an  l/ZO,  vi'-v   ^d1 tilunii H.  .lion,  IfJ,  251-66-2--^/)-. 

(id     CiT Don L.  duyus,   .it, 448-34-0065,  ussumud dutius as Battalion 
S-1/.jdjut..L.it on  1   Doc  1-'o9,   vice OPT Earlti Stoinborg,   hi,  030-32-9583, 

(:.)■    CPf Gcor;o R,   ill ck,   F..,   259-o8-5893,  .issumoc duti^o as Bnttcdion 
„viation 3, i\,tv Offlcr on  1   Wov 19&9,   vieo OPT John M.  Grilli,   TO, 
15l->3-4659. 

(i) CPT David B. O'Hara, TO, 131-34-4986, assumed dutius as Battalion 
..viation ■: d itoa•.;!.-: . uffi.-. r en 23 Doc 1969, vice GPT Robert B. Ibrry Jr., 
TC,  25P--66-7457, 

1NCL 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
AVBACB-DE 9 February I1'70 
SUBJECT:  Operational Report-Lessons Learned, 223d Aviation Battalion 

(Combat), Period Ending 31 January 1970 

(j)  CW2 Herbert L. Clark, QM, 439-42-3553, assumed duties as Battalion 
Supply Technician on 30 Nov 1969. 

(k)  C,V2 James L. Pesicka, 01), 504-46-9819, assumed duties as Battalion 
Auto Maintenance Technician on 12 Jan 1970, vice (,W2 Robert K. Savage, 
OD, 467-32-4430. 

(1)  CPT Terrance E. Wehrkamp, SC, 503-44-5478, released by DKRO.s on 
6 Dec 1969 as Battalion Signal Officer. 

(m)     CPT John M. Smith, AR, 513-34-7358, assumed duties as 1II1C 
Commander on 24 Nov 1469, vice CPT David S. Tracy, IN, 537-38-0494. 

(n)  MAJ Thomas L. McCord, AR, 261-42-1474, assumed command ot the 
18th Aviation Company (Utility Airplane) on 8 Dec 1969, vice MAJ William 
A. Bloemsma, IN, 577-50-0827. 

(0) MAJ Willis L. Hartley, FA, 517-34-7672, assumed command ol the 
183d Aviation Company (utility Airplane) on 24 Dec l(y6u, vice MAJ Edward 
L. Harris, IN, 423-24-4476. 

(p)  MAJ William A. Moldaschel, FA, 474-38-7800, assumed command of 
the 203d Aviation Company (Utility Airplane) on 9 Jan 1970, vice MAJ 
Daniel R. Bailey, IN, 2)1-30-0324. 

(q)  MAJ David C. Naumann, IN, 397-28-6545, assumed command ol the 
219th Aviation Company (Utility Airplane) on 20 Nov 146'*, vice MAJ 
Robert II. Stafford, IN, 558-46-7412. 

(6) Casualties:  The battalion casualties for the period were five 
wounded.  (See Inclosure //2) 

(7) Awards:  A breakdown of unit awards appears in Inclosure "2) 

c.  (C)  Intel 1igence. 

(1) Enemy Situation:  The enemy initiated a major operation in 
November in the Bu Prang-Due Lap area involving elements of the 28th NVA 
Regt, 66th NVA Regt, K-394th Arty Bn, K-33d Arty Bn and K-37 Sapper Bn. 
This offensive was exhausted by the first week in December and activity 
remained light and scattered until January.  Starting in the first week 
of January, reports of a possible Tet buildup and offensive began to 
accumulate along with some activity in Binh Dinh province to include 
stand-off fire attacks against An Khe and LZ English.  Overall enemy 
activity increased with the possibility of a Tet Offensive indicated at. 
the end of this reporting period. 

(2) Ground Attacks:  There was one ground attack against an airfield 
where elements of the 223d Aviation Battalion were located during the 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVBACB-DE 9 February 1970 
SUBJECT:    Operational Raport-Lessona Laamed,  223d Aviation Battalion 

(Combat), Period Eliding 31  January 1970 

period 1 November through 31  January,    This- was directed against Dong Ba 
Thin on 30 November and resulted in one man slightly wounded with no 
damage to unit aircrafl;.    There were 33 stand-off fire attacks reported 
from these installations with Ban Ma Thuot- and ^n Kha-hardest hit followed 
by Dong 3a Thin and Gia Nghia, 

(3)     Air ;,ctivity:    Units of the 223d Aviation Battalion röpcrted 104 
ahot-at incidents during this reporting period,    Ihe battalion lost one 
0-1   as a result of enemy action.    The following is a breakdown by unit« 

UNIT SH0T-.tT» HIT DESTROYED T0T.X JSIJR'S 

18th  Avn.Co  (UA) 
183d Avn Co  (UA) 
185til Avn Co   (UA) 
203d ..vn Co  (U.1) 
219th ..vn Cc   (U..) 
225th ..vn Co   (3..) 

T0T.X 104 16 1 120 

*    Shot-At reports are not inclusive of hit and destroyed reports. 

(A)     Collection Plan: 

(a) The four 0-1  companies of the 223d „viation Battalion flew 8,155 
visual roconnaissance sorties and reported 2,615 significant sightings. 
The 225th ..viation Gor.1pa.1y  (Surveillance Airplane)  flew 327 SLJR raisaions, 
3,854 IP missions,  und 486 visual/photo missions. 

(b) Mvuaerous OIR's  (Other Intelligence Requirements) were levied on 
this battalion including requests for information on oneiny use of chemical 
warfare,  now or modified enemy weapons,  and position reports of the 22d 
NV.t Regiment,    One SICR (Spocific Intelligence Collection Requirement)  was 
roquoatod concerning ixjssiblo locations and data on VC f.ictories« 

(5)    .Aninistr-.tivo Intulligunco ^ctivltius: 

(a) Security Cleirances:     During the past quarter,   the 2?.3d ..vi.-'.tion 
Battalion proccsflud 76 SEC11LT clearances,  20 C0NFID£i,'TI.i cluarances, one 
Background Invostigntion,  and fivu National -^jency Chocks,    US.JR chocks 
wcro submitted for vorific \ti^ n of 6 TOP SECRET clo.r-jiccß, 

(b) War Trophios:    Tliroc war tropnias were reported and properly 
registered during this reporting period, 

(c) Dissidoncu Report:    One individual in the 219th ^.viation Company 
was reported   is  '. possible dissident personnel during this reporting 
period. 

4 

CONFIDENTIAL 

.■.1t~.»>4i*«tvJ^.&^iE-^.oi^.^,:».^:v Artii.'v. ,..■...- .. ■■ .-•■-1.-■.■■■ ^..^t.j.-— .-■.: . ■■- ■■...1..—.— ^.i.l»J:J>j-f-.^..'j(,^nrfll ..■■■■.■-■-■■■:   .; ■ .■ ,.,^„_K^^u~^i^»^...,,.^.^&^^M^^-^WA.L^i^-^^:i^.u^.'r ...l.-;^'J:.>.v. ~ - .. ■     r   ■■,.-.■■■ ,.■■...,. ' ■■   i    rtt^kÜlrMitriHtlhH^n- -\,- -i- ■ 



„        - -__r .pl#.ii.,.^uiiuijMiiiWiWiii)liluiJll«u»^w'»»»^WIIIII'M<.',H,l»lll'^l-''-J''''i''l'i'W^^^ 

CONFIDENTIAL 

AVBACB-JE 9 February 1970 
SUBJECT:    Operational Renori>-Lescons Learned,  223d Aviation Battalion 

(Combat),  Period Ehding 31  January 1970 

(d)    Survival,  Escape,  and Evasion« 

2    All  aviators assigned to the 223d Aviation Battalion received a 
thorough briefing on Survival,  Escape,   and Evasion as part of their unit 
inpro^essing orientation,    Bnphasis was pl:.ced on the survival,   escape and 
evasion equipmont  available and the proper procedures for employment of 
the uquipraent  in order to provide for an efficient,  'öfi'ective rucovery of 
dow.iud air 'row personnel, 

^    Many newly assigned ".vi-.tors have attended one of tho three avail ;blo 
surviv.il,  ■,:■- .p.j   jad ov .sion courses while enroutc to  the Republic of 
Vii.tn.Di.     Avail'.ble schools for enroute and assigned personnel   :roj 

a,    PAC.tF Jungle Surviv-J. School   (PJSS),   Clark AFB,  Phillipinos. 

b    P.-CJ Life Support School   (PLS3),   Kadena AFB, Okinawa, 

jj    f.JETUP Jungle Environmont.al Survivü.  School  (JEST), Subic Point i-JAS, 
Phillipines; 

2    ..t the prusont ti i^,  the b.r,t.rion a?.s 39 surviva-L,  ^scapc .a* d 
ovacinn 
this r-.i- ■ 
fror, unit 
quotas f• 

'1 trained personnel assign d throughout its units.    During 
ting period quotas were r.cuivod .allowing three crewmembors 
of  this b.-.ttilion to   \tt,.nd   tiie PLbS course in.Okinawa,     w'o 
ether schools v/oi-'. received. 

d.     (C)     Operations, 

(1) Tii. 223d Avi-.tion BaU .lion  (Comb t)  contiauod to provide fixed 
wing    vi .tion support  to  the US  ^ad  i^Vei, World Forcus located prim-jrily in 
the ri Corps Tactical  Zone,  Republic  of Vietnam,    This support wa^s rendered 
utilising   tlie  assets of on., U-1.4 company,  four 0-1   compa/des,   a.id one 0V-1 
comp^iy.     Tin, battalion Cl..w a total of 25,A80 hours of comb it support with 
an   :Ver  ge   -.vailability rrto of 81,0^ during this reporting period.    Both 
norm A  and  special operations Ujru support..d by units of the battalion. 
The oiily largu  scale operation W'.s   in connection with tho enemy offensive! 
in the Bu Pr.ang-Duc Lap area,    Rom .ini ig support was 1 r^ely given to malts 
opor-ting in search of enemy supply, caches,   infiltration routes,  anti- 
aircraft,  mortar   md rocket filing position, 

(2) Numerous inspect! -.i visits wer- made  by st ff personnel to 
subordinate opcrati nia sections,    flow inspection chuddists were prepared 
from thu 1 teat regulations   .nd distributed pri.r to inspection visits. 
In-depth insp-ctins were thu.i mad-  in   .reas covered by the checklists 
and results forwarded through channels to unit commanders for corrective 
action.    Previously weak are.s have been largely brought up to standard as 
a result of those- efforts» 

5 

CONFIDENTIAL 

...■.^■.,^.^:^...-^.:...-..w..„...t^.^^,^.....„„..g..        .M^I^MJ^tM,«^^.,^,.*,.*^^   -        -    - -  ■ 



•—»- ■»tmmir —■MmaM—ww—w—" ww—i————P—IWIW ""ll"" '"-«-'u-.'-i-«'" -'''i "tJi" "■■l^■ 

AVBACB-i : 

SUBJECT: 

CONFIDENTIAL 
/ Fu' ■'. Ty 1970 

;,.■• ■"t-i.e.1.;ii'.Tir. Learned,   223d  Avittio.. batUtiion 
L...  LiiLiia, 31  J?j;iuary  1970 

(3)     15',.     .; 
Conpa. y -.•  ::•/    ;   1 
UlTOUgfi' ■. '.    .j... 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
AVBACB-UE 9 February 1970 
SUBJECT:  Operational Report-Lessons Learned, 223d Aviation Battalion 

(Combat), Period Ending 31 January '970 

Smaller ARVN and ROK operations were also supported in Binh Dinh province. 
Assigned aircraft flew a total of 3,686 combat and combat support hours 
with an average aircraft availability rate of 92.47,,. 

(7) 219th Aviation Company (Utility Airplane):  The 219th Aviation 
Company continued its mission of providing aviation support to the 4th 
Infantry Division, 52d Artillery Group, 5th Special Forces and MACV 
elements in Pleiku and Kontum provinces.  No large scale operations were 
conducted by supported units during this quarter.  Support to operations 
by the 219th was limited to artillery employment, reconnaissance, and 
control between units.  Construction continued on perimeter bunkers at 
Camp Holloway, two of which were completed during this period.  In addition 
a TOC bunker was constructed in the company area.  The company flew a 
total of 5,346 hours while maintaining an average aircraft availability 
rate of 81.77„. 

(8) 225th Aviation Company (Surveillance Airplane):  During this 
reporting period 1 November 1969 through 31 January 1970, the 225th 
Aviation Company continued to provide Infrared, SLAR, Visual and Day and 
Night Photographic surveillance to the II Corps Tactical Zone.  Free 
World Forces supported were:  4th Infantry Division, 17'3d Airborne Brigade, 
II AKVN Corps, Task Force South, Republic of Korea 9th and  10th Division, 
24th Special Tactical Zone, "B" Company, 5th Special Forces Group, Quang 
Due province, and IFFV.  On 12 November 1969, the 225th emplaced a TKQ-2 
SLAR Ground Data Station at Ban Me Thuot in support of the 23d ARVN 
Division by providing a real time presentation of targets.  Originally 
employed during the seige at Bu Prang and Due Lap, the station continued 
to provide valuable support to the 23d ARVN Division inä   Quang Due province 
and has remained in service at Ban Me Thuot.  Night photographic capabilities 
were perfected using the SUU-25 Rocket Pods during November and used for 
missions near Bu Prang and Due Lap.  On 15 January 1970, an Infrared Mine 
Detection Test was conducted with the Army Concept Team Vietnam.  Test 
results indicate that the OV-1 Infrared system can detect mines.  On 22 
January the 225i;h completed its 30th month of accident free flying having 
accumulated 28,024 accident free hours.  During this reporting period, a 
total of 3,809 hours were flown with a resulting average aircraft avail- 
ability rate of 74.07». 

e.  (U)  Training. 

(1) All quarterly training requirements were met by the units of this 
battalion. Areas of emphasis have been 0JT training of clerical personnel 
to fill needed MOS positions and aviation standardization and safety, with 
special emphasis on   inexperienced aviators. 

(2) Aviator safety classes were conducted monthly in all subordinate 
units and a bimonthly safety meeting was held at battalion level.  Standard- 
ization meetings at battalion level were held on 3 November 1969 and 

5 January 1970. 
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J/EXB-Dß 9 Pobrunry 1970 
SUBJECT.    Ü.;CT tio:i"-l Ropürtr-Lü33ona Loamod,  223d ^.vi-tion Buttalion 

[Gor.l .li,   ^jriad Eliding 31  J-anuiry 1970 

(3)     Durinj this roportlng purled   the  battalion tr.uiiiiag prograir. 
undorwont cxtansiv^ upgr.^ding :ind inapuction.    Chockliste and SOF's oon- 
comin^  tr dnin^  wuf., pubiiaiicd ".t batt.lion lovol   uvi distribut'xl  to all 
subordia'tu mat.^,     laspocti.-.n visits wore tfiua rtdo by  batt.alian stiff 
pcrsoa-^l    .ad _i.it;>   f diacrup.incios forw.'iTdod t.vrougl; cimuols t-j unit 
comm.^idorn fur   .;:ti ;:,    Fjllow-up inapoctione ahowod noteworthy inprovo- 
□cntsn 

.■;.  t..l a Corapany conductod an .lurial Obaorvur  Er-:dning 
^'jnty-fivo NGO'a and uffio^ra cunplot^d the two- 

p rticlpato in rugular uiasiona. 

■;   w-ru  tr ayitioned into the U-1,. by  the l8th Aviation 
r-.p. rtis^j p^ri id. 

13.'i.stance  virjita have  been made by  a battalion .1-4 
team cv,...: L.,   L ,0 v.     ':.■. „—»<  ..a'flcftr,   ';',rci'T.it mair.tenaiice effioer,   two 
aircraft tochnical  iru:pectoi"3,   tile automotive maintenance tociinician,   ^dnd 
tho supply  torb-doinr.,     7hls to.rjr. ': ar;  found   that actually worlJ.ng with 
subordtnn:. ;   rv.T,.; . '. vn.; i .r  bettor  results   than Eerely iaapucting and 
reootff'ersdit.-i',     r^ivr. rrr..ir^,  workinj; with  thesö units jives battalion  staff 
mämbera  £;r: ':.   .'UJC:   Lw, ;h'.  to nail  [ roblims, 

f/'i      .'■ hi. .  ■  r'.ilct.m-i;,^'! 

(a)     o.-.r:   jslvi' d.;adI.ino poriuds  havo n..'i>ultod  froa Li-dlu ;uato opurator 
:;)■ rvision  by   ::--uti-:.a  chiufs and   -o^u.^ndur;;  has 

jJon J,. i'l.ciaici J5 and short^nod down tine. 

(4; Th( ?J3d 
School .t   .,1 i .'thaa 
wuL'k c& U'..:■_• and n 

(';) h; •-V L . t 
Cornji .ay a.;'. ^    l;:: 

It. (u) :--i,.'1 ' 

(1) ('ir; '■■'.   !';•■ 

main - .n :..■'   . 
r<idueijd  t.. .   t'L. .it. 

(b)     PLL  -■ :r! 

instia.--b ;: 
prt p  :■   t:w   .:vo: 

.7.   bj^n hulri.d  to upduto th^ir PLL1 s t.rou^h 
;,ri;H..-rJ.y n.d'.toin supporting documents and  ''.nnduot 

L:i   adiiaon  tru^y  ru.Vj  l)<,.,;i r„vL.,v;..,d on p^rtinunt 
rofsUlf-tioaj,   -ui ?.v>-35   -id 1st Avn Bdo 735-35. 

(3)     Hirer  ft M-tiirU.. i-'ico 

(a) Oil  ..;„..d.:i jutr.itt .:!  to  tho Pwtrolcum Analysis Station at C;un 
Ranii Bay by unit ajrvici. platoons must bo  iccur ito   ind  timely.     To  insure 
this,  a lofj c-.,ttj..ir.l:if' -ürcr^.ft tail nmber,  engine serial nuir.ber,   airframe 
hours an.!  en,;!.:-.-  ■* ane    i.Juld  bo kept  ty unit maintenance officers respona- 
ible for in ailing  tho ell  samples. 

(b) /bircr  ft do^-a  ta ".e for rorLoc 1.- maintenance .n«.y  bi   cut ounsiderably 
if all  firsx  eci-ülon untrios on tiia L40Ü-1J and 2400-14 forms aro corrected 
prior to  th'.'  färornft Li'd:.r   turned over  to  service platoon porsonnel. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVBiCB-DE 9 February 1970 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report-Lessons Learned,  223d Aviation Battalion 

(Combat),  Period Ending 31  January 1970 

(0) Technical supply and aircraft maintenance ^personnel can solve 
many small problems .before they grow by simple face-to-face contact with 
supporting units.    Problems ahared often become problems solved with out- 
side advioe and experience. 

g,     (U)    Organization.    Organizational chart and station listings 
appear as Incloaure #3. 

h,    (U)    Chaplain. 

(1) Trie 223d Aviation Battalion  (Combat)  Chaplain has conducted a 
total of 26 Sunday Protestant religious services with a total ittendanco 
of 4.22 soldiora, 

(2) The Batt-.lion Chaplain h-.s supervised 40 donorain.vbional Sunday 
and waokd.y services with loymon loading,    Sunday sorvicos are held weekly 
at the 223d Aviation Batt-lion Headquarters and Lane Jicsry Holiport.    Mid- 
wook Protestant sorvicos aro hold at tho Br.ttalion Chaplain's Office, 

(3) During this period the chaplain hac made 52 visits to troops 
located at Ban Mo   Ihuot,   Dong Ba Thin,  Phu Hiap,  PleilOl, Da Nang,  Kontum, 
Choo Reo,   Dalat and Phan Thiut as well as providing continuous service at 
Qui Nhoh and area coverage  to Lane Army Holiport, 

(4) The battalion's  offerings,  tot.ding ^243,4-3,  were doaignatod for 
local ch-iritics as determined by the Qui Mhon Area Consolidated Chaplain's 
Rind Council, 

(5) During this period the Battalion Chaplain attended tho Roligiou. 
Day of Recollection for tho 12 chaplains in the Qui. Nhon area throe times, 
Tho Chaplain also attended the 1st Aviation Brigade Chaplain's Conferoncc 
at Lon-' Büih durLng tho month of January, 

(6) During tho Christeas season,  th-. following items were given to 
the Holy Ltfont Orphonago from various groups in the States: 

(a) 100 boxes of clothing 

(b) 4-0 cases of candy 

(c) 25 cans of food 

(d) Milk to be dolivered daily 

(7) On Christmas Day the Battalion Chaplain made 14 visits to members 

of this battalion located throughout II Corps. 

(8) The Battalion Chaplain has been selected to serve as a member ol 
the Qui Nhon Area Consolidated Chaplain's Fund Council. 

CONFIDENTIAL 



^m mmmmmmmmmmmmmimmmmmmiBBimmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm^*'**' 

CONFIDENTIAL 

AVHACB-l;!-, 

Sl.'HJEC T :      Operat i uh,       ■ .-:    n 
■■   1 «jbru.iry   I '*70 

 -SSOUH   Leartu-J,   JJJd  AvlaLion   H.iCLaliun 
((-ombat) ,   rcriud  Ivnditig   )1   January   1970 
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■;,•:. 'xutributioii;-; of :li.'t.^i:i.; .'.nd salvaj^,; I'jjaber, 

'!■.■• ;i icr er h.nUü fron; I.a: ur^hanSi'e; of t:.u Tundur 

, ; .:j.dr;ii VK.-r» invitud fcr '.i C;;ri .,'..:■. 
.^;;,     »iddiLieiiai   . 

L;   ILSVA^T,  und 
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:id Avi .ti ".:  L-,tt..Jd...i. 
-j .d on 

',;)        I'nu    l."?th    aVLati    .l   Gunipalv'    '■-•J- au„d its 3-a,     rt    i  tl.^   Da u'^ag 
Orphanugt; tlu^ougi; t.. . diatributi^n    f elotl.L'ig .uid 
twe  -irph ..: : ■.■ r    i.-.viU-d  t/i Christ-.^s di.i;.,r -./it,!,   t 
V. ~  ISi1   .iVi .' L  .. ''    .; - iV 

vg>.;iJ-c  itornc.     T-^.ity- 
.    oi':". .-urc a.id  in-,..i of 

(3;     • ■•    ''■'>d  .-wL.'-i   ;   J.i.p.-.ny GDr.trlhutud ol-y'it truv-d'^r t./j.^rd civic 
acti... pr ,:   etc   i... ^ ;VL.;.,h ,r#     [:i D..c .."it^.-r fivo ;:: .n-d .ys Wur«. givou   dong 
with  Ci.r L:;, t:-...3 :■ .ck .^•.;:J  , r.p .r^d  bj'  unl!   "., -.b ;r:;   ,nd dou  i .d   t    Iccid 
vill .gui's.     ti. .:..u-ry 9.'J b.,. .rd-f; t   d' lu.Vb.r   ..id five r,i. .a-d-ys or ti., 
üquiv.ulont   A' VJ-^I?, 500  .-/.r .  d ■:;  tod   U.   t,:.,.  IJC J.  :;chä  1;:  f r  iraprovtununts, 

(')     Trig  1^5tr. A'-aation Ccinpaiiy c ntiiiued  aa activ-?. civil .affairs 
pr )grain,    Pr.'jectr r^....;--ed  fr ;•: buiidi.i^ bad.i f r Ba . Lvc's '■'. nt&gnard 
Urphaaafo,   rupaLri..^ chur-Les uau   sf-a    lo,   playiag v .lioyi.'iill   arid  tennis 
wit.,  tia- Vietaa::.e;;'-'   la^.i   is,   ■"aid  p-irticipating in tile Ghrintms pr  gra:n.2 
at t-He ;J_th lie Orpa-jiaaa.-   •£ ban He   fliu.t and Ghey Heu,     ih'i rr.'„-ii    f the 
1;Oth d   ...ted tv    i.aadrea  p air.da   ..f cement  ta   tne coustructi  a    d'  the Ban 
Me Thu-t Skin dliaia  t.    aid   La the  treutr.ent  jf lepr sy, 

(5)     E-;0  .:KJ3d Avi at! , a C ....uiy saarcd a turkey dL-uiur    a, Tli^iksgiving 
v;ith 10    rpha.ia   aid  3 C-.tn 1 Lc  dua-  fr ;r.   .   i-; .rby   ^rpa m .,.0.    On Ghristir.aE 
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SUBJECT:    Operational Heport-Leeeons Learned,  223d Aviation Battalion 

(Combat), Period Ending 31 January 1970 

Day the men of the 203d delivered 50 pounds of candy, soap, chewing gum 
and toothpaste to two local orphanages. In addition the men made minor 
repairs,  donated salvaged lumber and tin for repairs and improvemeats, 

(6)     The 225th Aviation Company opened its mess hall to 30 orphans 
from the Toy Hoa Orphanage for a Thr-nksgiving dinner.    In continuing to 
recognize the needs of the orphanage,  food has been donated on a regular 
b .sis since Thanksgiving. 

k,     (C)     Sign.lt 

(1) ZO Program:     The ZIR program which provides for thu modification 
of ill U,S.  Army aircraft in RVW to accept the new family seriös of rndioa, 
was coraplotcd early in this reporting poriod.    Two 0-1A aircraft,  tall 
numbtva 5'I--12308 aad 51-12086, woru rocoivod in late January with tho old 
sorius r.di-3,  AfV;*R0-^4 ;l-^d :il/.JiC~60,  instillod.    To comply with tnu Zffi 
progr-jn,   thosu aircraft will bo modifiod as soon  as support is available!, 
Howovcr this unit has boon advisod that at loast 30 d;"ya will bu rcquirod 
to got modification kits in country and than no spocific dato for modification 
is sot du.,  to tho law priority assignod for this modification, 

(2) ZIS Progr um     Thu ZiS program which pr, vid^ö f^r  tin. medific .tion 
of 0-1   and 0V-1   ■J.rcr-.ft to ins101 TSEC/KI-28 socuro voice uquipmont, is 
complotüd ■ .s st .ted in tho previous ORLL with tho exception of ^ne 0-1E 
and two 0-1... aircr ft rocuivod in lato January.     Tnu 0-1E aircraft will bo 
modifiod  as sjen  as possiblo   ^id tiic 0-1.. .aircraft as aoon as the 2YR 
pr/igrara hua boon eoraplotud on than, 

(3) High Proquoncy Radio Tolotypowritor Systom:    Four companies havo 
boon issuod tho AI?/VSC-2 RATT with tho rosult that oach company hcadquartors 
now has diroct camraunicati .ns available with battalion hoadquartera,    Socuro 
Tolotypo communicati as are in  jperatim to all but one company which 
roquiros certain repair parts t    bo  jperati nal. 

1.     (U)    Public Inf ^ri.uiti jn> 

(1) The 223d Aviation Battalion Information Office continued its 
mission of supplying material to all  subordinate units for use in their 
information programs and publishing the battalion monthly newspaper,   "The 
Griffin Gab", 

(2) Support fror, units in UHJ Hometown Mews Rolcasu Contor for this 
period remained constant at th^ last quarters level.    This quarter's 
figures aro as follows: 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVBACB-DH ')   February   14 70 

SUBJECT:     Operat iuna 1   Repurt-Lesboiib  Learned,   22id  Aviation   liattaliitn 

(Combat;,   Period   Ending   il   January   1970 

UNIT 

illlC,   12 i  Avn   Hii   (Cbt) 
1 8Lii  Avn   Co   (''.■■.) 
IHid   Avn   Co   (L'A) 

IBStll   Avn   Co   (1,'A) 
20 id   Avn   Co   (i:A) 

2l'nii   Avn   Co   (IJA) 

2:ruli   Avn   Co   ( ,A) 

■iOTAL 

NOV DEC; JA 

lb J 11 
-+ 9 (> 

I 1 11 0 
l'i b 12 
14 11 ■-♦ 

lo 15 

57 

2 b 

76 59 

TOTAL 

29 
19 

J/ 
29 

5 
51 

19. 

( i)     Luring   tills   reporting  period,   65  news   releaseb  wvre   [irucehbed 
through   the   22 id Aviation   Battalion   Information  Office   and   45 were   lor- 

warded   I"   i IK'   1 7tti   Aviation   Croup   lor   use   in   oth"r   Cunoiand   1 nioriiiat ion 
media. 

> e i I 1 < - n j.essona   Learned :      Commander ' s   Observatiur.:,,   Evaluations   .md 
Kecoimia'n.Li Lion,. 

a.      (''J      Tersonne 1 Nont 

{ '. I sua I    l\eLonna >anc e   p re-   .m d   | uis I 
oriel 1 in. 

(1) Obüurvati .ns:     Aviutora  flying rcconnaisi-'aaco micsions purfoi-m .. 
bast when   .dequat.jly ini'ormoc of '--ncr^- activities and \:hon  thuy SOU 

tongibiu ri;sult;! from thuir TO signtings. 

(2) h.-..j.u,.itir.r.;     Thu consolidation of Air Forco aiid  .iriny intulliguncü 
ruports aloag.with intulligcücü contributlous from supported units and his 
paront unit inak., a valid picturu of th.u oauray situation for a roconnaissanco 
pilots     This Ci ucr. to knowl'jdgu of '.'hat ho is looking for along with th^ 
kiiowl..'!^ üf what, will tx don^ wi Ui his siglitinga allows tlio aviator to 
fulfill  ais misGiun in thy must efficient manner.    Where such pre- and 
post-mission information has been furniched,   „viator morale has soared 
along with raission results, 

(3) Recommend ition:     That pre- and post-mission intelligence briefings 
be given by supported uniis to  -econnaissuuee pilots.    Tlic^e briefings 
should summarise tho or.cmy situdtion in the pre-mission briufing and actions 
planned on tho basis of thu ruconnaiss.onco mission in tho post-mission 
briufing, 

(4) Gommond iccäcn:    (Coordination has boun :^do by  subordiaatu units 
to allüv.' r-aconnaisG-ancQ   ^viators to uttond pro-missi »n  briefings .J-ong 
with .LLF Porco :rAC   .nd rnu .ry wing .-.vi tors , 
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AVBACB-DE 9  Februar}'  1970 
SUBJECT:     Operational rteport-Le.ijono Learned,  223d Aviation Battalion 

(Combat),   Por-T!  Killr^  31   J--uiuary 1970 

c,     (0)     CtJergt^on^. 

(^     Sinj-^5  F; iLüHICUl:! 

(a)    Observation;     Fhe nigh* photogrnpnic capability of this unit's 
Mohav/k aircraft h\.j boon reostablisned using the SUU~25 flare dispenser. 

m u,: . 
-1,   it 

tin 

(->) Evilunticn: la obt: 
KS-61 enmor-, systu;1. m th.j 0\ 
maintain .; continuoua ground 
:ind hazards involvixl in ilyl; 
and mountainous torr In t r. 
of ortifioially li^.^l.^ '.:-. 
coV(jr..d, il^unin-'.tlon r".nnr.t 
;d.r Forco ..■^-IIO"" or .iC-/,.71; 
excessive support -.nd ■ rtr r- 
on illunin-.tinn ;;;•-r :: t-. ' 
howevor thcr, iv nctrJ.-i ; ::\\x' 
more täian . fcur-fl x. :-'.p-.bJ 

Liaison with the Air '.\.r 
uhicii carri" ! i'it-'r.:. i. r.:.r. it\ :. il 
SUU-25 E/A M;-24, :;L-. bn .:—:;:. u -•: 
the OV-1, givi;.,; J cixt.^n ri-ir! M 
then usod for cont it goip^^ort it Lr. 
and indicatu that nighl photo, raphi 
using tho SU1J-25 syritur. Ln ■■cujunct 
oquipment cf  ti. . 07-1, 

'j   - 

row 

.. i night pnotographic results with the 
La nocossiry for tho aircraft to 

io.- of >i00 to  1000 foot.     The problems 
i-wing   .Ircr-.ft at 200 Kts over rolling 
it low   dtitude required some- method 

i>a    to   tho wide area in  II Corps 
.: . -. ,M  for -.11 missions by artillery, 
•:-.y iu-<t-.ry Wing aircraft without 
o-^on.Ttning coordination.     Therefore 
r4 :i- d  by the OV-1  itself is required, 
.   '. .    .r:.;y inventory wliich can provide 
r  tj,    uv'-1, 

il ; i a flaro dispenser used on the F-100 
,:■ '3    er dispenser.    This dispenser,  the 
".;.'.  it modification under each wing of 
ability,.   This system was  tested and 
Bu Brang area.    Results were excellent 

■  •Isii. :is mir,   now be safely performed 
Lor.  witn  standard ni^nt photographic 

(c) Recoirjr-.ndatica:      7::   '..   •.,.■.;   J' 
be adopted   Lr.tr   •;:■     .'LT ■;,   .■:.".■"■ v 
for 0V-1  uiits, 

(d) Conn^uJ   .\cti a:     ; ,, t  r ...  r 
forwarded through   •'•■.,..;ui J.-,    H   ,-.;.-*... 
equipment on receipi   iV.<.-.   '. .    ,a.r   ;■•..■; 
coordinuticr. .-. :d ; witn  tn    .dr  Fore 
are utilizing this   .quipn .r.t. 

(2)    Movcnunt ci' Unit ü:aiir.vr.t: 

25  B/A /X-^i flar    dispenser system 
t.i  t its use be authorized by TOE 

,: .  th>j SlIU-25 system have been 
cr   :ui,horization to retain this 

h..ve  been suianittod,   and necessary 
Current night photographic missions 

(a) Observation:    tiirhiy t.jehni:a-l  ^quipm.Jit and equipment that is 
difficult to mov,   c ...  s. ::cv..d  :.,.,',t  efficiently by tn. oiming unit, 

(b) Evaluations    An Al/TAQ-1   greuixd d .ta t^rmin-1 located at LZ 
Uplift was requested  to b , rnov.jd  by  HK   173d  Airborne Brigade.     Coord- 
ination  ?nd control of thu movement \r.s given to the Goift.-anding Officer 
of the  225th  .'.viati a Cor.p ay,   th.,  owning unit.    After coordinating with 
the using unit,   th-,  173d  -Arbr.rn .   i^ri^-.d.:,   th .  225th sol^ctod  a now location 
at LZ Tv/o Bits   u;d ;n de  a ground r.ccaaaLssrjico- to detcuniae tho best site, 

13 

CONFIDENTIAL 

;-.^j^y^i^ii^J-f""^-.^--^ ^t.^,. -.. ^-"-.--.r- >!'- -= ~ - a^:^.^^ata«-g> a i-j - -:■ ■ ■ ■■ .■;'-:--■■-.: r^   -::   .-.I-- .;■■   .-    ■      ■/-■-:       ■■.-.■,:-   -; V - - - - i - ■— ^--—-".laV ■   ..   -' -    ■     '   - 



mm nil -ii'iwiaiilWPlwiiWlwwBlWiWIlWP« 

CONFIDENTIAL 

AVBACB-DE 9 Febnury 1970 
SUBJuCT:    Gpepati'nU Repcrt-Lessons Leamedr  223d  Aviation Battalion 

(Coabat),  Period Ending 31  January 1970 

Direct liaison with a CH-47 crew from the 180th Aviation .dorapany was 
effected by the 225th Operations Officer,    The move was accomplished  so 
successfully that  the ground data torndnal  was operational in its n«w 
location within 4B hours of tile original movement re uest. 

'0   •Hecom.".and-tl(jii:     That since owning units know  thu requirements 
and ,..■obl^j.-.s inherent w^th  ihuir equipment,  owning units .should uu given 
rijspci.sitdllty  for mrJcing necessary equipment movomontc, 

(u)    Goairmnd .is'tion:    Coordination has been made with supoorted units 
-ind their staffs tu unsurcj tint such a policy is followed in the future. 

(3)     Go..rdin ,tion botweon /any 0-1   Aviators and Air Fore.  .''..C'.s: 

( :)    Obsorvnti .n;     Coordinated acti.Ti bctwoon   "'./.'it11 Forward .lir 
Controllers     id  185th Aviation Com ruiy pilots in Qu;u\; Due province 
result.! in r^duc „a air con^^sticn   .ad allowed contiau.u:: cov^r-.g., of 
t:rg t, nrer.s with .:/,ot±mum pressure   .n ti.e enemy, 

(b) Evluiti.n:    Combining .Jr F.rc-   .nd Army mlssi as oy putting 
b. th an .Ar Force■ and  :x'.:j avi .t. r in the j-j:ie  a-ircr .ft r salted in 
greatly incre-.s ..i mission effectivenes?  in the support   u  the Bu Prong 
and Due Lip Sp.ei .1  Ferc.s C-jnps,    .s\^/ nnd  .dr Force  -'.viators recived 
bri^fin.cs togotnor   aid  t!i..a flew  together in either   av .jmy    r .Ar Fjrce 
aircr ft.    From th- st.rt it ws.s understo d th .t-regardless of who was 
flying,   ta^ Air Force pilot controlled tactic A air  strikes, while the 
Army avi .t r wa.s responsible f ..r adjusting artillery   nci c. ntroling 
helicopter gunships.    Yet b'th  -.vi .t;rs were frunili J with the other's 
job so th .t „•■.oil could  take jv^r if m inton inee pr^bloi.is-prevented th- 
other fron c.);..".unic',.ting.    The result w is til'.t only half 'tiie number   .f 
aircr ft v/er., fl wn tlum would otherwise have  been required«    Tho uxtra 
aircraft were then   '.vAl ible when needed  t. :.ie>t sudheii t:.ctic:A emergencies 
and keep up a c n-st"nt air supp'.rt  t    gr und uaits.     In addition ^ir R.rco 
:u'.d Ar..::'   ivl.it->rs gained  ■> greater undi,rotanding ,f each othor'a mission 
and   L seiiso of cooper iti a th't c atinues bey..nd a single »Assi n frame, 

(c) ReGo: _■ lend .ti n:     Tint .'o-.y   s.d .Ar F..rce Co;!.anders   .t tne 
lewost levels   a:t blish li As a t      o.Ast eac.   'ther ia   .GO :.plishing 
tlioir ...Assigns, 

(d) Co;., land  Acti a:     Unit G'iuianders have b en  e'lc uraged to coord- 
inate wich the  .Ar Firce units  La their area. 

U)    Use    f Reacti a Timoj 

(a) Observation: f'orrjal reaction tiae after locating a stationary 
target before an airstrike or artillery is brought in on too target nay 
bo put tc valuable Use, 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
AVBAL3iD8     ". 9 Fobruory 1970 
SUBJECT«    {^»orfttional Rooort-Loasons ■Learned, 223d Aviation Battalion 

(Conbat), Period Ending 31 January 1970 

(b) Evaluation:    Several aviators have found Irootchos, bridges or 
other stationary targets and-collod dostructivo nissions in on then. 
However in tho period it takos for tactical air or artillery to gatinto 
action,  tho ontiro area nay bo rooonnod.    Since eneqy activity is evident 
ip. \hc area, bettor targots are often found to divert an arriving air 
striko against«    If an aviator norely obsorvos a single target until It is 
hit,  ho loses tho opportunity to hit other nonrby targets with reduced 
roactjon tirje, 

(c) RecomonJation:    Aviators should bo oricntatcr.1 by initial training 
and on standardization chockridos to make constant and best use of their 
airborne tiraq, 

(d) Cornmand jktion;    Tho- above procedure has been put into Standard- 
ization ch<-u-,^Qla for disaomination to unit aviators. 

d, (U)    Organization.    None 

e, (U)    Training.    None 

f, (C)    Logistics.     PViol Contamination 

(1) Observation:    Puol contamination at outlying units continues "to 
be a problem, 

(2) Evaluation:    If the usual single fuel source at un outlying site 
is suspected of contamination, long mission delays may result duo to the 
time to j:,ot.more fuel and to have samples taken to central locations for 
analysis,    iiternato fuel  sources may be maintained to prevent such ddlays, 
however ere must bo taken that alternato fuel sources do not got con- 
taraimtüd themselves by being loft uninspected for long poriods«    When 
alternate sources arc required,  the fuel should be checked prior to its 
use .and filtered again as it is pumped for aircraft use« 

(3) Rcconmondation:     Th .t alternate fuel sources bo provided and that 
they be periodically inspected,    Thvt when thoy are to b^ used,  the same 
type filter system used on fuel tankers be used to filter the fuel before 
it is used in any aircraft, 

(4) Command Action:     These recommendations 'ire being iraplementated 
by subordinate units« 

g, (C)    Comaunic '.tions.    Old Series Radios: 

(1) Observation:    Several 0-1A aircraft have been received in country 
with ;<N/:iRC-44 FM and IM/JVC-bO UHF radlos installed, 

(2) Evaluation:    These radios do not have the capability to net with 
all frequencies used by the currant series of radios«    The „N/.JJIC-54 IM 
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AVBACB-ÜE 4 Februdry !''70 
SUBJECT:  Operational Report-Lessons Learned, 22Jd Aviation iiatta!i<n 

(Combat), I'eriod Ending 3 1 January 1470 

and AN/ARC-51BX radios.  Aircraft equipped with old radios eannui cunimunii .if 
with most airfield controls on UHF or many ground units un FM.  lu Ic   tu1!> 
mission ready, these aircraft must have the new series radius itistalleil '( y 
receiving units.  This involves an extended delay due tu at least a )')- 
day wait for modification kits to be received in country alter being oa'Ui-feJ. 
Further time is lost as the Low priority assigned to this mod t fit. at i on 
generally results in another 30 - 60 day wait for the modificatiun to be 
performed. 

(3)  Recommendation:  Time and material support lor switching uld 
series to new series radios can be most easily tound prior to ain rait 
leaving CONUS,  To be fully mission ready in the shortest period of time 
after arrival in country, aircrafi should be retrofitted with the \:,7.\K(-'i. 
and AN/ARC-51BX radios before arrival in Vietnam. 

(4)  Conmana Action:  Aircraft not modified prior to arrival 
unit are being moditied upon arnvjl. 

i h 

h.  (C)  Materie 1.  Spartan Engine Failures: 

(1) Observation:  During calendar year 1964, this unit has received 
42 U-1A aircraft engines overhauled by Spartan Aircralt Company ol 'iulsa, 
Oklahoma.  All but six of these engines failed prior lo scheduled replaie- 
ment t imes . 

(2) Evaluation:  Spartan rebuilt engines were expected to List lor 
1200 flight hours.  Due to extremely high failure rates, this figure Was 
reduced to 600 flight hours in September L969, by a DA level technical 
bulletin.  In spite of an average of 300 man-hours required per engine lu 
correct installation mistakes and adjust tolerances prior to putting each 
engine on an aircraft, only ten ol the lorty-two engines received were 
able to fly to the 600 hour mark, and no engine has functioned to the 
1200 mark.  These engines cannot be relied upon to perlorm satisfactorily 
for any period of time.  They have failed after only two hours and their 
median failure time is 220 hours. 

(3) Recommendation: That all Spartan overhauled engines be removed 
from the supply system and engines overhauled by the current contractor, 
Pratt and Whitney, be substituted iiranediately. 

(4) Command Action:  Numerous KIR's have been submitted on this 
subject.  Aircraft having Spartan engines are currently restricted to 
daylight VMC situations except for tactical emergencies and short climb- 
outs or approaches under IMC situations. 

i.  (U)  Others.  None. 
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ATO;.CB-nE 9 February 1970 
SUBJECT»    Oporati nal Roport-Loasons Loornod, 223d -vlc.ti.ai Battalion 

(Conbat)j PoriLocl Äicliag 31 January 1970 

ROBERT F, IC QUFFIN 
ITC, IN 
Connanding 

5 Incl 
~^r—Ifnit fitoangtliB 
"2?—Utiit oaaifiltlog and »weada  
3. Oporatlonal Statistics 
4. Aircraft Status 
5. Organiaational Chart 
Incl   1   and  2 wd HQ,   DA 
DISTRIBUTION: 
2 CINUS^RP.r., jmi  GP0P-J)T,  JPO    96553 
3 CG, US.JW,  „TWi    ^VHGC-ÜST,  <iP0   96375 
2 CG,  Ist ..vn Bdo. ilTONi    ^VB.iJC-O, JPG   9638^ 
7 CO, 17th lim Gp (Cbt),  ATTNj    A^ACB-SC, APO    962^0 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVBACB-SC    (9 Feb 70)    1st Ind 
SUBILJCT:     Operational Report - Lessons Learnedj  iv.3rd aviation Battalion 

(Combat), Period Ending 31   January 1970,  nßS <.lA-0n-b5  (hi)   O-/ 

DA,   Hi^aD^U.-KTEtiL,   ITTH .^lATIO.'I GHOUF  (CÜI-a^T), nrO    96^0    2/+ February  197C 

TO:     Department of the nnny   ^nG&f'UH,  DA), Uashington,   D.C.     30310 
Commanding General,  I  F^ld Force Vietnam, ui'O    96350 

1. (C)    This he^'quarters  has reviewed the attached re; ort,   considers  ii 
to be adequate,  and concurs vith the  content as stated,   uxcjpt as   Indicated 
belov.-. 

2. (C)    The following comments and roccmen.lations art   subrdttud: 

a. Section I,  ü;x;rations:     Significant nctivitios. 

(1) Faragrarh 1b(A.),  Porsoru.el,  Incl ^1.    The reportud fi^urus 
should agree with the ?DL reportud 31   Jan 70.    Nonconcur.     Thj  iijuros 
in incl #1   do not agreo with the  iDS.     The  iDS figures  are:     OFF-I36, 
■>0-S5, Li:-861, total 1056. 

(2) laragra.h 1c,  Page  7,  Training.    In this para rauh conii.,aaucrs will 
state the  number 01 days during tho reporting period that  th^  unit   .ayig-- 
in training, troop movements,  or operations.    Ueftrence  bLftR.' augulation 
525-15,  Fara 5b(1)(c). 

(3) Paragraph 1f(3)(a),   Page  8, Aircraft ilaint^nanc.     Concur with 
recommendation that an action officer's name and telephone  iiu.bt-r b^  pro- 
vided with each sample to expedite notification of analysis r;suits. 

(A)     Paragraph 1, Section I,  Operations:    Significant ^ctivitius. 
No input from Surgeon included. 

b. Section 2,  Lessons  Learned:    Comma.id.-r's Observation, i-,valuation: 
and lie commendations. 

(1) Paragraph 2f,  Page   15,  Fuel Contamination.     iJonconcur.     If 
regular inspections of fuel filters ar. made ana    uriedic  luei samples 
are  taken at the l'u-1 site,   there  should be rainimum fuel contamination 
problems,     ^n alternate  fuel source would not all.v'iate  the   problvi.i 
because  the  sr,; .e fuel and filter inspections must bu   Cv-rlorräud and  ... 
would be  no guar:.ntuj that   the alternate fuel sourcu would not become 
cont.aminatjd. 

(2) raragra.h 2g(3),   Page  16,  Old SuriuS Radio.     Concur.     To retro- 
fit these aircraft in Vietnam takes from 30-45 days to comply tu. 

(3) Paragraph 2h(3),   Page  16,  Spartan Engin^ Failures.    Concur: 
*»11 Sjartan Engines presently in supply have b^en r^calL-d upon verbal 

< n DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS; 
nnur.nruTi• 1 DKlASMfltD AFTER 12 YEARS. 
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L'ljbo-jJ- >-i'-it.i-onal tuo-fort - L^asons i^ar.h-d,  ..^Jrd .t.u^t; 

(Combat),  Kriod indi-ig 31   January  lyyo,  .^^ ,:;„ > ;^'' 

Nmissxcn .from .,;..C.    ..s .reines ar.  chan^.d  , r.a  a;«! l.hitn 
will D^   matall.-d. 

i'O.i VR,   y. .4...;LCh: 

CF: . 
CC, ^jrd ,.L;(C) 

UL^JKT C.   .JCL 
I 1J x J     . .   rv 

.iüjutant 
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AVPA-GC-HIST (9 Peb 70)  2d Ind 
bUB ECTi    Operational Report-Leasona Learaed 22Jd Aviation Battalion 

(Combat), Period Snding 51 January  1970,  RCS CiJ?L'H-65 (lu) 

(u) 
DA, rleadquart^rs,  I Field Force Vietnam, APO 96350 

TOi    Conunanding General,   lat Aviation Brigade,  APO  963(4 

(U)    This headquarters haa reviewed and evaluated subject Operational 
Rep' "t-Lee sons Learned and forwarding indorsement and concurs. 

FOR THE CÜMMAKDERi 

ILTCW- 

CPi 
1 - CO,  17th AVN GP (CBT) 
1 - CO,   223d ATO m (CRT) 

£0 
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AVliGC-rCT  (9 Feb 70;   ktr.  Ind 
SUBJECT:     Operational  Report-Le,-:=onr.   Leam.;l,   27'y\  ..viaiion r-attalit-n 

(Combat),   Period  Lnding   jl  January  '970 

Headquarters,   United „tates  Army,   Vietnam,   .-JO „in r'ran   1:;.-)    9^77; H P M!"> IWl 

Tu:     Jommander  In   'hlef,   United   ^l.ate.,   •.r-iy,   Paolfi,-,   ..:"":;:      IP- r-Jl', 
/iPC   9655p 

(ij)    This haadnuarterj "a::   reviewed   t-.e uperatiorwl  itep.rt,-Lc; - in^; 
Learned  for the  quarterly  period   endin«.    ■'   Januar'   197^   fr.-.  ..i-.t i    , ir-tt:    , 
223d Aviation Battalion  (dmbat;  and  uon urt   with,  the cj-.-ent-j   JI 

headquarters. 
1 

2.     (C)     Comments  follow: 

a. (J;    Reference  ite^i cunct-minii  "JUT'-T!^  .■'! irf ji;-{ i-n.;e:J',   ,''-^'-   '. , , 
paragraph 2c(,/.     1st Aviation   ;r1,jado  i:   exaiining  t .1     Ji,.pfn;rr * 
determine its  suitability  for jV-'   air"rift.     hecomnend   that  tr.is  -.<■. tti   ■ 
be addreisel  by  AV3C0K. 

b. (Jj    Ht f erence  iten ror.^frr. ln,j ";■ u-l   Jjnta-in:-k,li n" ,   par^  !', 
paragraph  Jf,   and  paragraph  -"l/zi   '.;-:t  lud   rro-.ent:     ci.-n';r wit!    ti.s. 
indorsenient,     T'.P alternate f IP! source would   ilro br   „ubjfct  to tl.s 
possibility of fuel  contamin-tti ,n.     Fuel   -.intairilnaticn   i:: best  rontrollfr! 
by frequent  inspections  of fu'1.!  f.lttrp  and  by  periolie  fiel :;arnp"Iinf. 
action by higher headquarter.'   i.    re.   -r-endbd. 

c. (Cj    lieference  iter.    '».,ice?Tilnt; "^11   /erie;-   nadios", pa£c;  ''_r, 
paragraph 2,rl  ^and paragrapl-, "b'.',,   '^t  Ind^nHementä    iX'n^'jr. .is  ■■  re....It 
of the Closed  Loop dupp-rt   'onreronje,   Karcr.  ■.97^.   -V.'JCüM  is estaMicMn-. 
a program whereby  all   i'i'H/JY.    aircraft  modifications   will  1 e- acru^ipli.:.1 e 1 
in C0!IU3. 

d. (d;     Reference  iton  :i,ncerrjin^ "Spartan   engine  "ailurec",   page   '.£■, 
paragraph 2ii,   and paragraph  '■"'■[2/,   l::t  Indorsement:     "oncur.     .-vction iias 
been tahen bj   A¥^COK to  re--ove the -partan   .verhaulel  engines   from the 
supply system,   and  to  repl t f   them wit:i  those overhaule i by  Canadian Pratt 
and  Whitney.     The  Lo~i;-4.i-^r:   div!rl n,   "^'-3'.' Aviation  Cectirn disseminate] 
this   information   to   '.:-'      ;nitr   ir.  ,''   .■'( ^r^ry   ' 9'70, 

FOR THa COKMAKDEIt: 

1 'D. MUUPAY 

Cy   furn: / bs-tjoi Adiütart C-onoul 
Ist  Avn   Bde 
223d Avn   Bn CONFIDENTIAL 

1.1 
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GPOP-DT (9 Feb 70) 5th Ind (U) 
SUBJECT:  Operational Repoit of Hg, 223cl Aviation Battalion (Combat) 

for Period Ending 31 January 1970 

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 g  ^pR 1970 

TO:  Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Duvelopment , Dcpai tniLtit of Ltit- 
Army, Washington, U. C.  20310 

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed. 

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF: 

D.D. cLisa 
ELT, AGO 
Asst Ad 
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DOCUMENT CONTROL DATA    K & D 
fSmemUy i IniMlltr olion of f/f/g.  hvity at abalrmc I and Indexing muiumttun nm-.! '-r  .-. fi-'. 

1     ORIGINATING   ACTIVirv  fCorporar« *ur/)Or' 

HQ, ÜACSFOR, DA, Washington, D.C.  20310 

*     HLPOWT    riTLK 

Operational Report - Lessons Learned, HQ, 223d Aviation Battalio 

4    DC^cnrPTivCNOTE» <7>p« of report Mnd Induaivo dmfm) 

Kxper: IM.L cs ol ijnif etixa^i-'d. in ( ounte r 1 nsu rgenc y operriiions, 1 Nov 69 to 31 Jan 70. 
1     *u rMO«(li (rtrmt nmm**.   middle  tnltlmt.   Im»l name) 

CO,   223d Aviation   Battalion 

3      H fc P O H  T    C A   ■  t 

9   February   1970 
ft«       'ONTRAT    T     O«    CHANT    NO 

b     MHOJ t C T   NO 

N/A 

f \1 HI HU f ION   STATEMfNT 

liPPLlMfMiAMT    MOIL 3 

N/A 

11      AfliTFlACT 

DD ,^..1473 
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