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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310

IN REPLY REFER TO

AGDA (M) (24 Apr 70) FOR OT UT 701128 28 April 1970

SUBJECT: Operaticnal Report - Lessons Learned, Headquarters, 223d Aviation
Battalion, Period Ending 31 January 1970 (U)

o Tt ‘. 0
SEE DISTRLBUTION re Bineou ot S
Cov o g Lown, .
[EEETE 4 - .L'.,..'.r.-:.!
40 . Lo .
LA LTy e . . [ ".s.LGd
Ly law,*

I. Subject report is forwarded for review and evaluation in accordance

with paragraph 4b, AR 525-15. Evaluations and corrective actions should
be reported to ACSFOR OT UT, Operational Reports Branch, within 90 days

of receipt of covering letter.

2. Information contained in this report is provided to insure appropriate
benefits in the future from lessons learned during current operations and
may be adapted for use in developing training material.

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY:

%M&Mm

I Inc! KENNETH G. WICKHAM
as Major General, USA
The Adjutant General

DISTRIBUTION:
Commanding Generals

Us Continental Army Command

US Army Combat Developments Command

US Army Materiel Command
nommandants

1S Army War College

US Army Command and General Staff College

US Army Armor School

I's Army Aviation School

I'S Army Combat Surveillance School

US Army Electronic Warfare School

US Army Engineer School

US Army Field Artillery School

s A ImEenisy Echeol Regraded unclassified when separated
Us Army Ordnance School R q
US Army Transportation School from classified inclosure.
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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, 223d AVIATION BATTALION (COMBAT)
APO San Francisco 96238

AVBACB-DE

Y February 1970

SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learncd, 223d Aviation Battalion
(Combat), Period Ending 31 January 1970 (U)

SER DISTRTBUTION

1. Section l, Operations: Significant Acrivities.

a, (V) Geaeral, This report covers the period 1 lovember 1969
througi 31 Jonuary 1970, and is subtmitted in accordance witit &R 525-15 and
USARV Regul 1vion 525-15, This report includes the Headquarters and Head-
uarters Co.pany, 223d 4viatlon Bottolion (Combat), 18th fviation Company
?Utility Airplane), 153d Medical Detachment,-183d, Aviution Company
(Utility Airploae), 185th Aviatian. Company, (Utiiity Adr, )l'mo), 203d
fiviitlon Company (Utility Alrplune), 219th Aviation Compeny (Utility
fdrplenc), and the 225th 4Aviation Companar (Surveillance @rolo.m,).

b, (C) Porscmnel,

(1) Infusion Program: o significant problems have occured during
this jquuarter and any canflicts hove been resolved intermidly, Prior
probl .ms in the 163d Medical Detuenment woere reseolved by roplacamant
pcraonicl from- CONUS. The present rate of foreign scrvice tour oxtensions
couplud witii the currcent flow of repl-camunts appenr sufficicnt to pro-
clude future problems witinout roquiring outsidc assistoncc,

(2) Replacements:

(1) Enlisted replaccmonts wore recuived in satisf-ctory numbers
during the final two menths of this quartcr =fter an initicl period of
insufficicnt replacuaments, (EM assigned: Hov 93 Duc 94y Jon 98), The
quality of. junior -enlistcd replacaments is locking, .i0S producing schools
appe~r to bl gr-duating porson.icl on the basis of timc spent in school
rather thrn proficicncy, Ixtonsive OJT is rcquired.to trzin individuals,
This is cspecially prevalent in 71B, 71H, and 674 MOS's and should bo
corrccted 2t the scheol lcvel, Short~ges currcntly cxist in the following
arcas: MOS 70.10 (.uth: 17, .sg: 8), 71B20 (Luth: 14, usg: 7), 71P40
(suth: 9, asg: 7), ~nd 71720 (.uth: 10, isgt 2). During this quu‘tor 171
onlisted roplacuments waro reccived lenving tho battalioh nt 93% of its
onlistod stroagth at the end of the guarter, a drop of 3% since.the
previous qu-rter,
Fof ol W7
/1729

Inclosure CONFIDENTIAL DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
DOD DIR 5200.10
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CONFIDENTIAL

WVB.CR.DE S Foebru:.ry 1970
SUBJECT: Cncer thoi o feporte”. -lcas Lewned, 223d .viztion Battalion
(Comi-t., Poriod Ea. .g 31 Jauuwry 1970

%) The gquality of officer ropl woments has been satisfactory, Only
20 cf heoaviitor roplacaments rricod diroctly out of fiight school,
Howevoo snert .o of comnissioned of Ul s cancdn eritical, Totals of 22
Commi.slonud ofticers and 14 Warrant crfiz .5 wor: recclved durding this
guarter 1o ving the bittelicn with 70% of i*s suthorizod commissionced
stronsh of 191 cnd 992 «f its ocuthorized worrant strength of 57, or an
overalt olfiivur prre atoue of 78%,

(“ Qeoniisteoot: During this roperting period tos bottalion reenliste
nent Ly oo, Lo toovislis o outilying cump.ades.,  The results were 7
reendiisvacat 5ol rosoldilrs nd 9 first turm reendistments,  This
roproceite 3w L ligitde fiest tern soldicrg and 100% reeniloteent
of o~ o

OV Crreent s of the 23¢ aviation Baittilien (Combot) is bt choed

(Y T imliteat poreonnacl en gy WELLID the © . wad ot Ef
during oot guerior e e follows: -

() e ke, Dy 260-0.:2562, cssuncd lutles uwa butbalion Se3

on Voo b0 g vl Cv Thomas B, Bisdon, L, 263-54=77%4.
(L) o0 e L, eniadi ery, By 303472369, agsumed duties as Lbatialion
S~4 cr ) Doee vy, wice OFT Janes L, Goorge, Td, 243~50~-6114,

(c) Crl wbes ity 4ls any Ly 25Ver eG4, uwsomud duties as battalion
Assilatant e DENTERVER RN I

(v Moeoe s UL axteld; 8C, 429-53-3374, assuned duties as
Battalion &2 on 13 Jov 1968, vieo CrT Burnell ., Mercer, T, 569-36-1188,

3 co &l ' - T 4 R I AP
{ ) D N Py Lohmre de, astilead welios as o sattiadion

Pp aeog
S o b Tl W20, vl g U0 Ricnard C, Lxtell, o0, 425-53-3374,

I AGS S SRV SN Watoer, S0, &3m0y asswied dutlo as Bettdion
3-2 Qv - ""..‘1 1‘_//'\;" ‘\.'iv"- ‘;::" Lllum; R, .Ll_uﬂ, :}, 25'1-%)6—23‘;’/;.

(1) CoT Don L, daynu, R, 448<34-0005, ussumud dutius as Battalion
S-1/.djuteat on 1 Doe 1959, viee OFT Earle Stuinberg, Ld, 030-32-6583,

(1) Cpl Georce B 8 ck, P, 259-08-5893, assumoe dutics os Battulion
wistion 8 Soty OFficor on 1 dov 1959, vico CPT Jehn . Grilli, 7C,

151w 33m559,

(1) CFT Dovid M, O'Hara, IC, 131-34~4986, assumcd dutius zc Battoalion
viction cdatearan s USfiecr on 28 Dee 1969, vine CPT Robert B, Tourry Jr.,
TC, 258-Cin7457,

INCL 2
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACB-DE Y February 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned, 223d Aviation Battalion
(Combat), Period Ending 31 January 1970

(j) CW2 Herbert L. Clark, QM, &439-42-3553, assumed duties as Battalion
Supply Technician on 30 Nov 1969.

(k) (W2 James [.. Pesicka, OD, 504-46-9819, assumed dutivs as Battalion
Auto Maintenance Technician on 12 Jan 1970, vice (W2 Robert K. Savage,
0D, 467-32-4430.

(1) PT Terrance E. Wehrkamp, SC, 503-44-5478, released by DEROS on
b Dec 1969 as Battalion Signal Officer.

(m) CPT John M. Smith, AR, 513-34-7358, assumed duties as HHC
Commander on 24 Nov 1969, vice CPT David S. Tracy, IN, 537-38-049y4,

(n) MAJ Thomas L. McCord, AR, 261-42-1474, assumed command of the
18th Aviation Company (Utility Airplane) on 8 hec 196Y, vice MAJ Willian
A. Bloemsma, IN, 577-50-0827.

(o) MAJ Willis L. Manley, FA, 517-34-7672, assumed conmand of the
183d Aviation Company (Utility Airplane) on 24 Dhec 196Y, vice MAJ Fdward
Lo Harris, IN, 4272-24-4476.,

(p) MAZ William A. Moldaschel, FA, 474-38-7800, assumed conmand of
the 203d Aviation Company (Utility Airplane) on 9 Jan 1970, vice MAJ
Daniel R. Bailey, IN, 231-30-0324.

(q) MAJ David C. Naumann, 1IN, 397-28-6545, assumed command o! the
219th Aviation Company (Utility Airplane) on 20 Nov 1969, wice Ma/J
Robert H. Stafford, 1IN, 558-46-7412,

(6) Casualties: The battalion casualties for the period were five
wounded.  (See Inclosure #2)

(7) Awards: A breakdown of unit awards appears in tnclosure #2)

c. (€) Intelligence.

(1) Enemy Situation: The ememy initiated a major operation in
November in the Bu Prang-buc Lap area involving etements of the 28th NVA
Regt, 66th NVA Regt, K-394th Arty Bn, K-33d Arty Bn and K-37 Sapper Bn.
This offensive was exhausted by the first week in December and activity
remained light and scattered until January. Starting in the first week
of January, reports of a possible Tet buildup and offensive began to
accumulate along with some activity in Binh Dinh province to include
stand-of f fire attacks against An Khe and LZ English. Overall enemy
activity increased with the possibility of a Tet Offensive indicated at
the end of this reporting period.

(2) Ground Attacks: There was one ground attack against an airticld
where elements of the 223d Aviation Battalion were located duving the

INCL
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVB.CB-DE ) 9 February 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Repori-lessons Learned, 223d iviation Battalion
(Combat), Period Ending 31 Janmuary 1970

period 1 lNovember thircugh 31 Januvary, This was directed against Dong Ba
Thin on 30 .jovember and resulted in one man slightly wounded with no
damxge to unit alrcraft, There were 33 stand-off fire attacks reported
from these installations with Ban Me Thuot and 4in Khe-hardest hit followed
by Donpg Za Thin and Gla Nghia,

(3) Mir ctivity: Units of the 223 iviation Bettalion reported 104
shot-at incidents during this reporting period, The battalion lost one
0-1 as & result of enemy action, The following is a breakdown by unit:

UNIT SHOT=. T HIT DESTROYED TOT..L JSIJR'S
18th Avn.Co (UA) 1 0 0 1
183d avn Co (U4) 1 4 0 5
185th Ava Co (U.) 70 6 1 76
203d .m Co (U.) 14 3 0 17
219th .vn Cc (UL) 9 3 0 12
225th .vn Co (3.) 9 0 0 9
TOT.L 104 16 1 120

#  Shot~At reports are not inclusive of hit and destroyed reports.
(4) Collection Plan:

(a) Tie four 0-1 companies of the 223d .viation Battalion flew 8,155
visual rcconnaissance sorties and reperted 2,015 significant sightings,
The 25t .wviation Comeany (Surveillance .drplane) flew 327 SL.R missions,
3,854 IR mizclons, and 486 visual/photo nissions.

(b) Mouerous OIR's (Cther Intelligence Requirements) vere levied on
this battalion including recuests for information on enemy use of chemical
warfare, now or modified sneny wecpons, and positlon reports of the 22d
WV.. Reginent, Onc SICR (Spocific Intelligei.ce Collection Requirement) was
roquested concerning possible locutions aid data on VO fuctories.

(5) .dainistr-tive Intelliguico .ctivitics:

{n) Sccurity Cle:rances: During thu past quarter, the 223d ..vi~tion
Battalion processed 76 SECRLT clearances, 20 CONFIDEWTI.LL clearances, one
Background Invustis-tion, and rive dotiond .geney Chocks, US.IR checke
wero submitted for verificotion of 6 POP SECRET clo.r-nccse

{b) Wour Trophics: Throc war trop.iics were roported and properly
registered during this reporting porioed,

(¢) Dissidcence Ruport: One individual in the 219th .viation Company

was reported ns - possible dissident personncl during this reporting
period,

4
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACE-JE 9 February 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Renort~Lessons Learned, 223d Aviation Battalion
(Combat), Pericd Ending 31 January 1970

(d) Survival, Escape, and Evasion:

1 All aviators assigned to the 223d dviation Battalion received o
thorough briefing on Survival, Iscape, and Evasion as part of their unit
inprocessing orientation. Emphasis was pliced on the survival, escape and
evasion equipment available and the proper procedures for employment of
the oquibment in erder to provide for an efficient, efiective rucovery of
dow..ud n2ir -rcew personnsl,

& tuy newly assigned ~vi-ttors have attended onc of the three avail .ble

survivad, <r~ ps nd ov.sion courses while unroute to the Republic of
Vietn m, .voil ble schools for caroute nnd 2ssigned personncl re:

3 PACLF Jungle Surviv-l School (PJ3S), Clark AFB, Phillipincs,

b P.C.F Lifo Support School (PLS3), Knden~ .FB, Okin~wa,

e

#.ETUP Junglo Environmunt~l Surviv:l School (JLST), Subic Point .S,
Fnillipincs,

3 ..t thu pruscnt ti ., the bott lion nog 39 survival, cscope. v d
cviaslon scrool trained perscnncl nscign d throughout its waits, During
this roperting poried quotns were roccived -dlowing three crowmembors
frorm waits of thdg brtt: den te <ttoad the PLSS course in.Okinawa, Wo
quotis {ri other schools wer. roceived,

d, (Z) Operations,

(1) Th. 223d avittion Brto lioa (Comb t) continved to provide fixed
uiilg vi tion support to the US -nd froc World Forevs locnted primarily in
the IT Cerps Tactical Zonc, Republic of Viotnwum, This support was rendored
utilizing ti. assets of one U=1.4 comp -y, four O-1 compnilcs, ~ad one OV-1
commpriy, The battolion €low & tot 1l of 25,480 hours of comb:t support with
rnover o wvnilability roto of 81,0% during this roporting period, Both
normd ~ad spoei~nl operations w.rc supoort.d by units of the brtt-lion,

The only lergu scnlc oper-tion wos in conncction with the cacmy offensiva
in thce Bu Pruig=Duc Lap ~rea, How inlyy support wes Lorgely given to uwaits
opor .ting i1 search of cuemy supnly.c.ches, 1afiltritica rovtes, anti-
airerft, mort-r nd rocket firiang positi.n,

(2) Humcrous ingpletioag visits were made by st £ personiacl to
subordin tc oper.:ti wie sceti s, tow iaspection chocelddists were preparod
from the 1 test regul-tions -ad distribut.d pri.r to inspection visits.
In-dcupth inspectins were thea mde in reng covered by tie checklists
and results forwarded through channels to uailt commanders for corrective
action, Previously weak are. s have been largely brought up to standerd as
a result of these efforts,

5
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACE.! & yorGt ey 1970
SUBJBCT: 0 o LTllenions Learned, Le3d avietion battolion

Iz 3 Jeausry 1970
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACB-DE 9 February 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned, 223d Aviacion Battalion

(Combat), Period Ending 31 January '970

Smaller ARVN and ROK operations were also supperted in Binh Dinh province.
Assigned aircraft flew a total of 3,686 combat and combat support hours
with an average aircraft availability rate of 92.4%.

(7) 219th Aviation Company (Utility Airplane): The 219th Aviation
Company continued its mission of providing aviation support to the 4th
Infantry Division, 52d Artillery Group, 5th Special Forces and MACV
elements in Pleiku and Kontum provinces. No large scale operations were
conducted by supported units during this quarter. Support to operations
by the 219th was limited to artillery employment, reconnaissance, and
control between units. Construction continued on perimeter bunkers at
Camp Holloway, two of which were completed during this period. In addition
a TOC bunker was constructed in the company area.

total of 5,346 hours while maintaining an average
rate of 81.7%.

The company flew a
aircraft availability

(8) 225th Aviation Company (Surveillance Airplane): During this
reporting period 1 November 1969 through 31 January 1970, the 225th
Aviation Company continued to provide Infrared, SLAR, Visual and Day and
Night Photographic surveillance to the II Corps Tactical! Zone. Free
Worid Forces supported were: 4th Infantry Division, 173d Airborne Brigade,
IT ARVN Corps, Task Force South, Republic of Korea 9th and 10th Division,
24th Special Tactical Zone, "B" Company, 5th Special Forces Group, Quang
Duc province, and IFFV. On 12 November 1969, the 225th emplaced a TKQ-2
SLAR Ground Data Station at Ban Me Thuot in support of the 23d ARVN
Division by providing a real time presentation of targets. Originally
employed during the seige at Bu Prang and Duc Lap, the station continued
to provide valuable support to the 23d ARVN Division ¢nd Quang Duc province
and has remained in service at Ban Me Thuot. Night photographic capabilities
were perfected using the SUU-25 Rocket Pods during November and used for
missions near Bu Prang and Duc Lap. On 15 fanuary 1970, an Infrared Mine
Detection Test was conducted with the Army Concept Team Vietnam. Test
results indicate that the OV-1 Infrared system can detect mines. On 22
January the 225th completed its 30th month of accident free flying having
accumulated 28,024 accident free hours. During this reporting period, a
total of 3,809 hours were flown with a resulting average aircraft avail-
ability rate of 74.0%.

e, (U) Training.

(1) All quarterly training requirements were met by the units of this
battalion. Areas of emphasis have been 0OJT training of clerical personnel
to fill needed MOS positions and aviation standardization and safety, with
special emphasis ont inexperienced aviators.

(2) Aviator safety classes were conducted monthly in all subordinate
units and a bimonthly safety meeting was held at battalion level. Standard-
ization meetings at battalion level were held on 3 November 1969 and
5 January 1970,
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CONFIDENTIAL

LVBACB-DE 9 Fobru~ry 1970
SUBJECT: U.cr tloil Rupori~-Lussons Loarnmod, 223d uvi. tion Butt-dion

WCort LUY, Curdnd Ending 31 Juwwery 1970

(3) During this roporting period the battolion traindiag program
undorvont cxtancive upgr.ding wnd inspucticen, Checklists and SOP's oon-
corning; tr.iain, wore published =t batt-lion lovol nd distributed to all
subordin-te w.rt,.  luspectiin visits worce thea medu by battalion st.ff
persona.l  ad _late f diseruponelos forwirded torough chiuacls ts unit
compuidurs for uion, Fullow-up inspocticns shiowed noteworthy improveo-
nents,

(40 The “uld wi toa Comnmy conductod an .aerinsl Obgurver Trodning
Schocl bt i snon, Twonty-flve NCO'a and offiecrs completud the two-
wock cowrco nd nowoporticlpete in rogular wissions,

(5) 1w wvetoro woro trogitioned into the U-1.. by the 18t Aviation

Comp oty doroos wite rogorning pordod,

(1) hresons mgoitgnes visity have been made by a battalisn Sd
team conii. . Lououmy ollicel, cirerait maintenance coff'ier, two
aireral* toecnnicadl inopectors, thie automotive maintenance twchnician, and
tho supily taecbnician, Tnis tesm tas found that actually worilng with
subordireit: uni i crues e better results than mersly luspecting and
recom s, St rmora, working uwith these units jives batlslion staff
membury Ot oud i o unit orroblosms,

<N . . 1
(~"' RPN REF RIS o R R SITATS!

sudere i periods have resudtud from Looadc juate oporator
PRnIL3e o & o Tooo jrorvision by ozeutlca chiofy g cneandiors has
Toodueed too UL st canedon Softel neios wnd shertoned dgown tine,

(b) PLL =i rk oo been hodped Lo updato tholr PLLYs throupgh

ingtaue i n S rropelrLy ovacstedn supportin, doecunants ang conduct
proep.or Ty ooy, tneoopdidion toey ve boonl Toviowed ou pertinent

rl«'p"\lll,tlo!;;-, ul r’))")‘:‘ ad GunoAvn Bdo 7}5"35-

(3) Aircer £t adnton e

P

Ranh B2y by unit @ rvic. plitecns must be aecur e tnd tinlly, To insuro
this, & lof; oo tacning tirer.t teil number, engine serial number, airframe
hours an! en;i.i: t.ae woadd te “ept by unit maintenance officers respons
ible for wailing the c¢ll samples,

(o) 011 5 ..0) .5 sal.ibt o to the Potrolown dnolysis Station at Cam

(b)Y droer Cr deen e for oporiocis ceintenanse asay be cut considerably

A
if all first echal o 'mliles on tha Z408-13 und 2408-14 torms are corrected
prior te ti. iircrsit wein. ‘urned over tn service platoon personnel,
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACB-DE 9 February 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned, 223d iviation Battalion
(Combat), Period Ending 31 January 1970

(¢} Technical supply and aircraft meintenance personnel can solve
many &mall problems.before they grow by simple face-to-face contact with
supporting units, Prohlems shared often become problems solved with out-
side advioe and experience,

g. (U) Organization, Organizational chart and station listings
appear as Inclosure #3,

he (U) Chaplain,

(1) Tuo 223d Aviation Battalion (Combat) Chaplain has conducted a
totel of 26 Sunday Protestant religious services with a total attendance
of 422 30ldiers,

(2) Tho Battnlion Choplain h:s supervised 40 denomin:tional Sundzy
and waekdoy services with laymon luading, Sunday sorvices are held wookly
at the 223d Aviation Batt-lion Hendquart.rs and Lonc army Holiport, Mid-
wook Protestint sorvices are hold 2t the Bottalion Choplaints Offico,

(3) During this poriod thc ohaplain hac made 52 visits to troops
located 2t Ban Mc Thuot, Dong Ba Thin, P Hiop, Plciau, Da Nang, Kontum,

Choe Rco, Dalat and Phan Thict as well as providing continuous scrvico at
Qui Nhon and arce coverage to Lanc Army Holiport,

(4) Thc battalion's offcrings, totding $243,43, werc dosignated for
local charitics as dctcrmined by the Qui Thon Arca Coinisolidated Chaplain's
Fund Council,

(5) During this puriod thc Battilioa Chaplain attended tho Religiou.
Day of Rccolluction for the 12 chopliing in the Qui Nhon arca throc timos,
Tho Chapl.in also attendod the 1st dviation Brigeodc Chaplaints Conforence
at Lon: Binh during thc month of Janu .ry,

(6) During tho Christmas scason, th. following itoms wore given to
tho Holy Iafant Orphanago from various groups in thc Stotes:

(a) 100 boxcs of clothing
(b) 40 cascs of candy
(¢) 25 cnns of food

(d) ™illk to bc dolivercd dnily

(7) On Christmas Day the Battalion Chaplain made 14 visits to members
of this battalion located throughout II Corps.

(8) The Battalion Chaplain has been selected to serve as a member of
the Qui Nhon Area Consolidated Chaplain's Fund Council.
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACB-DE 9 February 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned, 223d iviation Battalion
(Combat), Period Ending 31 Jumuary 1970

Day the men of the 203d delivered 50 pounds of candy, soap, chewing gum
and toothpaste to two local orphanages, In addition the men made minor
repairs, donated sulvaged lumber and tin for repairs and improvementa,

(6) The 225th aviztion Cumpony opened its mess hcll to 30 orphans
from the Twy Hoa Orphunage for a Thanksgiving dinner, In contimuing to
recognize the nesds of the orphan-.ge, food has been doa:ted ¢n 2 regular
b .sis since Thanksgiving,

k, (C) Sign.d.

(1) Z¥ Program: The 2YR program which provides for the modification
of 211 U,S, dirmy aircraft in RVJ to cccopt the new fumily series of radios,
wns comploted early in this reporting poriod., Two O-14 ~drer.ft, tudl
numbeva 51.-12508 ad 51-12086, worv roccived in late J-nu-ry with tiho old
sorics r-di-s, al/.RC~44 and i1/ .RC-60, instillcd. To comply with tnu ZYR
progr-m, theso adreroft will be modified ng soon 2s support is availible,
Howuver this unit has boon advisod thet 1t lonst 30 days will be required
to get modific~tion kits in country nd then no specific date for modification
is sot duc tu thu low priority nssigned for this modification,

(2) 2YS Progrmi Thu IS progr-m which pr.vides f£.r the medific .tion
of 0=1 ~nd OVel “drer-ft to ingt 11 TSIC/KY-28 sccurc voico uquipmont, is
compl.tud .5 st .ted in tho provious ORLL with the cxeopticn of one O=1E
and two 0=l adrer ft reecvived in 1te Joumuiry, Thu C-1E circraft will be
modificd s socn 18 possibly ad the O=1. aircraft as soon as the ZYR
progran hus beon completoed ¢n tham,

(3) High Froquoncy Radi. Tclotypowritor Systum: Four companics have
bocn issuod the AN/VSC-2 RATT wit!: the rosult that cach company hcadquartors
now has dirunt communicati .ns zvailablo with battalion hoadquartors, Socuro
Tclotype communicati ns arc in speration to all but onc company which
roquircs cortein repair parts t. be vpurati nal,

1. (U) Pyblic Information.

(1) The 223d aviaticn Battalion Information Office continued its
mlssion of supplying material to all subordinate units for use in their

informetion programs and vublishing the battalion monthly newspaper, "The
Griffin Gab",

(2) Support from units in tne iometown liews Relcase Contor for this
period remaincd constant at ti. last quarters level., Tris quarter's
figuros aro as follows:
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACB-DE 4 February 1970
SUBJECT:  Operational Report-Lessons Learned, 223d Aviation Battalion
(Combat), Period Eunding 31 January 1970

NLT NOV DEC JAN FOTAL

3 HING, 223 Avn Bo (GLbu) Lt S 11 29

i 18ch Avn Co (%) 4 9 t 1Y
183d Avn Co (UN) 11 11 () 20
185th Avn Go (1'\) 1Y ¥ 1. 37
203d Sva Co (U4) 14 11 i Y
21th Ave Co (UA) 2 3 b
229th Avn to (L) 1y 15 26 o1
TOTAL . ———-—7*(;“ a7 h —5-(} 'l-J.:

(3) Dburing this reporting period, 65 uews releases were processed
through the 22354 Aviation Battalion fnformation Office aud 45 were for-

warded o the T7eh Aviation Group lor use in other Comnand lTuformaticn
media.

SeooSection so Lessons Learned: Commauder's Observations, kEvaluatione ad
Hecoumendation,,

da. (") Perscnuel.  None

be (0 Cediigriice, siiaual Reconnal saance pre- aind post =i on

bricting,:

(1) Ubseryati.-ns: aviutors flyi.; reconnaistaace micsions perform .
vust when dequately intermec of oy activities und vhoen they see
tangible rosults from their VR sigrtings.

(2) Boaucticn: The consolidation of Air Force amd urmy intclligence
ruports aloag with intclligenco contributions from supported units and his
pargni unitb mak. a valid plecturc of the cnonmy situation for a ruconnaissance
pilot. This ciuer.te knowlodge of vhat hy is looking for along with the
knowlod o o what will be done witla ils sigitings allows the aviator to
fulfill bis mission in toe most efficieat munner, Whers such pre- and
post-miusion informetion has been furniched, .viator morule has soured
along with mission resultag,

(3) Recommend :tion: That pre~ w14 pest-mission intclligence briefings
be given by supvorted uniis to ~eccnnalssaiuce pilots. These bricfipgs
should summarize the cremy situction in the pre-mission briufing und actions
plannced on tho basis of the roconnalssance mission in the post-mission
briefing,

‘ (4) Comand Acwicn:  Coordinutlon hus buen nude by stbordinute unite
to alloy roconnuissunce sviaters to wttend pru-missin briefings «long
with awr Force FAC od o0l ry wing avitors,

1
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACB-DE 9 rebruary 1970
SUBJECT: Uperati-nal iwport~Lessons Learned, 223d iviation Battalion
(Combat!, Poroo: Eoilae 37 Januwer 1970

ce (C) QCperations,

(1) SUU=25 Flare Digsong-r:

—

(a) Observati-a: [he Algnt phocograpnle eapabllity of this unit's
Mohavk eircraft hos teun reest-blisned using the SUU-25 flire dispenser,
(o) Evdunticn:  To eotin 40 ... aight protographic results with the
KS=61 camer . syster: on th. OV-1, 1t ita neciss ey for the adreraft to
maint.in o continuous ground cleu e o0 200 te 1000 feot., The problems
and hazards Lnvolved in Myt Jvcaaewing dreraft ot 200 Kts over rolling
and mountnincus terr in t o crostont low titude required some mothod
of artifiol-dly lLipntliy =0 » . Du te the wide arca in II Corps
cover.d, ii'uminttien comnct oo o -owd for 1l miscsions by artillery,
alr Forco o=110"3 or uWO-y"'o, or Jrov et rv Wing udirer-ft without
excessiva suppert nd oytr ol timoeconoming coerdinction,  Thorceforo
an Pluamin-ctden g0 v o i e ] by the OV-1 itsclf is required,
howover thor. 1o nor - e . Lxuw inventory which con provide
morc thon - feur~fl r. :o-biilwy 0 or o= V-1,

Liaison with the e Sir rovenl of o fluare dispenser used on the F=100
which carrie  »~i-nt i ~ioonl 0 Tleaoea er dispenser,  This dispenser, the
SUU=25 B/4 LFeif, 2wl beoccunted w0 toc oL modificatdon wnder each wing of
the OV-1, givii, o izt Do o obility, . This system was tested and
then usod for combit gupport ¢ i bu Prang arcs, Results werc excellent
and indicnto thuat night pheto vaphis rissioas may nou be safcly performed
using tho SUlU=35 gystoerm Lnococjunc vion with standard nisnt photographic
equipment <ot 0V-7,

(¢) Recor. adatirnas Mot ot a8 B/4 sK=24 flar dispcnscr systom
bo adoptid inte . Arcs Lov.omov s Yt ihs ugo bue authorized by TOE
for OV—ti wiits,

(d) Command deti a: Dot s orrn oL tne SUU=25 system ave beon
forward.:d tarcuph oo 0o, Mo tn for cutsorization to retain this
cquipnent cn rocolpt ool 0 ar foovs been summitted, and necossary
coordinaticn m:d: wisn W ir ¥ore . Curront night photographic missions
aro utilizin; thic .muipnont,

(2) Movament ot Uni* Bewipment:

(a) Obscrvation: diffly toonni

el oauipm.ont ond equipment that is
difficult to mov. <o .. L. v st

Cfisicatly by tn. ouming unit,

(b)  Bv-duition: . al/Ta@g-! ground diota terminel locoted ot L2
Uplift wns rcquestod to b. mov.d by th. 173d Airbornc Brigado. Coord-
ination ~nd control of thu movum.it wis given to *he Cow:anding Officcr
of the 225t wirti o Comp .y, th., owning unit, After coordinating with

the using wilt, th. 173d .irborn. Brived:, th. 225th sulected a now location

at LZ Two Bits wmd mude o prouwnd roconn.issance to determiac tho best sitos
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACE~DE - 9 Fetru:ry 1970
1 SUBJECT: Qperatlfnul Repert~Lessons Learned, 223d .viation Battalion
j \Coumbat), Period Bading 31 January 1970

Direct liaison with a Ch=47 crew from the 180th Aviation.sonpany was
effected by tic 225th Operations Officer, The move was isccomplished so
succersfully thut rthe sround data torminal was oppriticacl in its new
location witiidn 48 hours of the original movement ro uest,

{ o ~ B A . q .

f2) ‘Recomrmand.tlon: That since owning units knov the requirements
and ..oblers inherent woth Sheir equipment, owning units showdd ue ziven
rospc.cibdlity for moking nccessary equipment movazents,

(¢) Command .ctien: Coordination nis been mode with suprorted units
wmd thelr st ffs to cosurd tht such 2 policy is followed ia the futurc,

(3) Co.rdin.tiun botween Army O-1 _Aviators gnd air ibre. J.o's:

() Cusorvati.a:  Coordincted sction betwcon MIL8M Forward Adr
Controll.rs d 135th Lviation Com +ay pilots in Quang Duc provineo
rosult.d in redue .d zir consestion ad o Jlowed contiavius ¢over . of
tirg .t troets with cewdmun pressure on the caoay.

(b) Ev lu:ti.n: Combining .ir Fre. nd army wisci as oy putting
b th an dr Forec and xv.y avi ter in the 57 ~drer [t vosulted in
grently inere.c.d mission effcetivencsza in the suppert O the Bu Prang
md Due Lop Sp.cli.l Fore.s Crmps,  .rmy and .ir Force -wisters ree.ived
bri.fiis togataur' wd thoen flew together in cither oy ray ro.dr Foreo
airersft, fron the st.rt it wns understo d th:t-regirdless of vho wes
flying, the adr Force pilst controllad tuctic d .ir strikes while the
arpy avit rowes regponsible £oroadjesting artillery aw coatroling
helicopter guaships, Yet both i tirs wers fruaili x owiti the otherts
Job so it coeh coudd toke over if i inten e problous proventoed tho
other from cowswunicating,  Toe rooult wis th.t only hoalf e nunmoer of
adrer ft were 1 wn than wewld otherwisce hoav. buen roquired,  The uxtra
Mrer~ft were taen cvedl-oble wnen aceded toouiclt sudaon tretiend caerincic
aud kiop up ¢ ¢ nutont air support toogr und units,  In addition Wdr Foreo
rad ar 0 witors grined o grecter wadorstonding of oech otier's mission

sinyg

]

and :osense of cooperitl nothict ¢catinues boy.ond 2 v7le rdssi n frauuc, !
3

(¢) Recurmend .tin: Thoit ary ud WJdr Foree Cornowders Wbt 3
Lowest Lovils Lot blish linis ot codst oo cbher 10 co plishing i
thoir .dssi nse ’

(d) Comoand Acti n: Unit Cuuanders have b un oic urased to coord-
inate wish the air Foree weits in thcir arca,

(4) Use £ Reacti o Tines

(a) Obscrvation: !orial reaction tinme aftur locatiig a stationary
target bofore an airstrike or artillery is brought in on tic target may
be put tc waluablce use,
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBAULB=DE - : 9 Fcbruary 1970
SUBJECT: Oporational Rovort-LossonsLonrned, 223d Aviation Battalion
(Combat), Poriod Ending 31 Jamuary 1970

(b) Evaluations Sovaral aviators havo found irootchos, bridgos or
othor stationary targots and.called dostructivo nissions in on thm,
However in tho period it takos for tdctical alr or artillery to get into
action, #ho entire arca may bo rooonnod, Sinco oncrmy activity is ovident
in the aroa, bottor targets aro ofton found to divort an arriving oir
strike ngalnst, If an aviator narcly obsorvos a singlo targot unti.l 1t is
hit, ho losos tho opportunity to hit othor noarby targcts with roducod
roact: on tinac,

(c) Rocommcniation: Aviators should be orientated by initial training
and on standardization chockridos to mgke constant and best use of their
airborno tinmc,

(d) Command Action: The above procedure has boen put into Standard-
ization charnaels for dissemination to unit aviators.

de (U) Organization, None
e. (U) Iraining, Nono
f, (C) Logisticg, Pual Contamination

(1) Obsorvation: Fual contamination at outlying units continutes to
be a problcm,

(2) Bvaluation: If tho usual singlo fuol sourco at un outlying site
is suspoctcd of contamination, long mission delays moy rosult duc to the
timo to gct morc fuel and to hove samplos takon to contral locations for
analysis, slternate fucl sourcus may be maintelned to prevont such ddlays,
however crre mugt bo takon that Alturnato fucl sources do not got con-
taminntod thamsclvos by being lof* uninspocted for long puriods, Whon
altaernate sources arc roquirod, tho fucl should bu checkod prior to ite
usc and filtorced again as it is pumpced for ailrcrzft usc,

(3) Rccommcndation: Th:t alternste fucl ‘sourcos bo provided and that
they be periodicnlly inspccted., Thit whon thoy ire to be used, tho samo
type filter system used on fuel tankers be used to filtar the fuel before
it is used in any a2direraft,

(4) Command .ction: These recommendations -re being implementated
by subordinzte units,

ge (C) Communic:tiong, 01d Seriss Radios:

(1) Observation: Several O-1. aircraft have been rececived in country
with AN/ RCwf4 PM and iN/.RC=60 UHF rndios installed.

(2) Ev~luntion: These radios do not have the capability to net with
all froquencies used by tho current series of radics, The .JN/.RC=5, MM
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AVBACB-DE
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned, 223d Aviation Battalicn
(Combat), Period Ending 31 January 1970

and AN/ARC-51BX radios. Ailrcraft equipped with old radios cannot communi.

with most airfield controls on UHF or many ground units on FM.

receiving units. This involves an extended delay due tou at least a 0=

Y February 1970

Y

o be tulls
mission ready, these aircraft must have the new serics radios installed by

day wait for modificatfon kits to be received in country atter being cravred,

Further time is lost as the low priority assigned to this modification

generally results in another 30 - 60 day wait for the modification to be

performed.

(3) Recommendation: Time and material support tor switching old
serics to new series radios can be most easily found prior to aircratt

leaving CONUS. To be fully mission ready in the shortest period of time

after arrival in country, aircraf: should be retrofitted with the AN/ARC-5,

and AN/ARC-51BX radios before arrival in Vietnaum.

(4) Commana Actiou: Aircraft not modified prior to arrival at

thi-
unit are being moditied upon arrival.

h. (C) Materiel. Spartan Engine Failures:

<l) Observation: During calendar year 1969, this unit has received

42 U-1A alrcraft engines overhauled by Spartun Aircrift Company of fTulsa,
All but six of these engines failel prior to scheduled replace-

Oklahoma.
ment times.

(2) Evaluation: Spartan rebuilt engines were expected to last for
1200 flight hours. Due to extremely high failure rates, thuis figure was

reduced to 600 flight hours in September 1969, by a4 DA level technical
bulletin.

engine on an aircratt, only ten of the ftorty-two engines received were
able to fly to the 600 hour mark, and no engine has functioned to the
1200 mark.,

for ary period of time. They have failed after only two hours and their
median failure time is 220 hours.

(3) Recommendation: That all Spartan overhauled engines be removed
from the supply system and engines overhauled by the current contractor,
Pratt and Whitney, be substituted tmmediately.

(4) Command Action: Numerous FEl1R's have been submitted on this
subject. Aircraft having Spartan engines are currently restricted to
daylight VMC situations except for tactical emergencies and short c¢limb-

outs or approaches under [MC situations.

i. (U) Others. None.
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACB~SC (9 Feb 70) 1st Ind

SUBJ.CT: Operational KHeport - lessons learned, <-3rd aviation Battalicn
(Combat), Feriod Ending 31 January 1970, S «LrQi-65 (inl) (1

DA, HLADQULRTERS, 17TH «VIATION GHOUF (COLmT), w0 96<L0 24 February 1970

TO: Department of the army («CSrUR, Ua), Washington, D.C. 30310
Commanding General, I F.:ld Force Vietram, IO 96350

1. (C) This hec'quarters has reviewed the attached re:ort, considers it
to be adequate, and concwrs with the content as stated, cexcort us indicnt.d
below.

2. (C) The following comments and reco.menlations arc submitied:

a, Scction I, Crerations: Significant activities.

(1) raragrarh 1b(4), Persom.cl, Incl y!. The reportud fijurcs
ahciidd agree with the LS reported 31 Jan 70, Honconcur. Th. Lljulcs
in fncl #! do not agrec with the .DS. The iLS figurcs are: OFF-136,
t0-55, Li-g861, total 1056.

(2) laragra h le, Fage 7, Training. In this paru rash corwanaers Wil
state thc number oi days during the reporting period thit the unit .njagoc
in training, troop movements, or operations, Hefcircence ULLAR), ncgulation

525-15, rara 5b(1)(c).

(3) Faragraph 1£(3)(a), Fage 8, Aircraft ilaintcnanc.. Concur with
reccoumendation that an action officur's name and tclevhone nuwber be pro-
vidued with cach sauple to expedite notification of anulycis r.sults.

(L) FParagraph 1, Section I, Upcrations: Significant activitics. q
No input from Surzeon includced, 3

b. Scetion 2, Lessons learned: Commaader's Obscrvation, wvaluationc ﬂ
and itecommendations.

(1) Faragrarh 2f, rage 15, Fucl Contumination., donconcur. If
regular ins:ucctions of rucl filters ar. made ana _criodic fucl sumples
ara taken at the fu.l site, there shoull be minimun fucl contamination
problems. «n alteriazte rfucl source would not all.viate the proolii
teccause the saiic fuel and [ilter inspections must be periormied and tner.
would be no guaranteo that the alternate fucl source would ot bucume
contaninct .d.

(2) raragra-h 2g(3), Page 16, 0ld Scrics fadio. Concur. To rotro-
fit these aircraft in Vietnam takes from 30-45 doys to compicto.

(3) ‘FParagraph 2h(3), ragc 16, Spartan Engin. Failurcs. Concur: :
1l Syartan Enzines »srusently in supply have been recall.d unon verbal ]

18 DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
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g MRk 1970
AVFA-GC-HIST (9 Feb 70) 2d Ind - |
SUB.ECT:1 Operational Report-Lessons Learned 223d aviation Battalion
éCombat), Period Ending 31 January 1970, RCS CSPUR-65 (R<)
u)

DA, dHeadquarters, I Field Force Vietnam, APO 96350
TOs Commanding General, 1lst Aviation Brigade, APO 9634

(U) This headquarters has reviewed and evalueted subject Operational
Rep» ~t-Lessons Learned and forwarding indorsement and concurs.

y o T

FOR THE COMMANDER3

¥ i~

CFs

1 - CC, 17th AVN GP (CBT
1 - C0, 223d AVIi BN (CBT
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; AVHCT-DIT (9 Feb 70 4th Ind
1 SUBJECT: Qperatlonal Report-Lezzons Learnol, 271 viation Tattalicn
; (Combat ), Per!nd inding 31 January '570
‘eadquarters, United _titec army, Vietnam, A0 Can Fran-isw 24777 INMro 97
1 {0: Jommander in Chief, 'Unitel Ltute, aray, Pacific, UM B AN
APC 9655°
4 ~ N . N
: Ko (U) Mhils headouarterc nhas reviewed te uperitionel nep rh-Lec vane
: Learned for the quarterly perlod endins  January 1670 e ead oirter
- 2234 iviation Battallion (cowbat, and cen ure witt t}e o, cente 27 0 L
; headquarters.
2, (C) Comments follow:
a, (C, Heference item conecerning “U7-70 Slare Divjencer, 2 e ©
paragraph 2c(',. 1st aviation r' ale 10 evairining t.i  M.perorr *
| determine 1ts suitability {1 OV-* Wir-rift,  heconmend thadt 1z b+
] be addre:zsed by HVIION.

b, (2 Rcferenre ites concerming "Fael Juntarinticn", puie
raragraph °f, and paracrapt TL ' ,, ot Il reecent: concar witl o ble
indorzeaent, T'e alternate {1el cource woull dso Ye _nhjest to th
possibility of fuel contanmin-ti~n, Fuel ~ontaminaticn in hest ~antrslle!
by frequent incpectionsz of fuel £iliers and by perislic Tacel canmplineg, 7
actlion by higher headquarter i re. -renici.

el

¢. () Reference ite~ .ucening "ol .crier falinz", pase 17,
paragraph 2, and paragrapt “h10,, ot Inlurzerment: conear, ag o rel 1t
of the Closed Loop upprrt ‘onference, HMarar 1277, AVICUM ic estatlintin
a program whereby all l¥i{’.V. 1ireraft modifications will te accomplic: el
in CONUS.

d. (¢, ZRecference ltem ~uncernin: “Opartan .ngine “allurez", page 'F,
Y q . F vl o . - I
paragraph <ii, and parasriph 't 2,, irt Indorzement: oncur., actlon nas
3 been talien b, AVLCOM to re-sve tle _partuan .verhaulel enginez Trom the
i supply zystem, and to replu e then wity thooe overhaulel ty Lanadian Iratt
| and Jhitney. The Lo~iciir-o Sivicl n, U037V Aviation Zecticn dlrceninatesd
this informaticn tc =°  mitr an 7 Sevriory 1370,

FOR Ti:= JOMMANDEL:
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GPOP-DT (9 Feb 70) 5th Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Repurt of HQ, 223d Aviation Battalion (Combat)
for Period Ending 31 January 1970

HQ, US Acmy, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 9 APR 1970

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the

Army, Washington, D. C. 20310
This headquarters concurs in subjcct report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

C.{ A (,I/.c,\(
’ p.p. CLINE
21T, AGC
psst AG
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A N _ b . SAPA i ! :
UNTIT _~ SORTIES| TROOPS |  canwo _:m%cméwmm“ SATHIS | ATHGRAFT | ATRORAFT _
FLOWN | LIFTED | LIFTED (T043) |Da  |DEoT i Da |DEST DA-AGED | COJFIRMED LOST
S T L (059 [ pr (e et "shan ool tnis o
HAC, 223 Avn Bn | 308 263 2.3 ~ 0 % 0 0 0 0 _ 0
18th Avn Co (UA) 27 6241 | 265,6 ., 0! 0 ;o0 o 0 1
183d &wn Co (L.) 3181 32| 0 | o1 0o ! o 0 5 ! 0
185th wwn Co (UL) 2695 41 2,0 i278 ' 53 0 4 | 4 | 1
203d 4vn Co (U4) 2457 0 | 0 * 64 172, 2 6 3 | 0
219th iwn Co (UL) 4119 0 | 0 0 i 0 ! O o 2 j 0
225th 4w Co {3.) | 1267 % | 344 [ 0o 0 0 o | 2 _ 0
- - B % L ; e
! !
TOT.L 16,154 6601 I 273.8 Tﬁ __mmm -2 |10 1+ 16 m 2 i
WA IR IR 4 Al EV Ay AP/ & LT 2 el T 2L L2 L 7L L7727 w ||Ndv3\1\u|..||.r ZZ T T AT T Z £ L L \\NV_
AIRCR.FT LOST: 1 U=1. AIRCR.LFT DLGED: 2 G=1D
1 0-1G 1 0-1E
11 0-1G
2 0V=1C
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At Lvn Co (Ua)
133d v Co (L.
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THE | 18th 1834 _~ * 185th 7 2034 ' 219th . 225th ;
223D | Lvn %o fm Co | am Co lam Co | zm Co | I 4m Co
&n Bn | (Us) (U..) _ _ (U.) Do) ~ (s:) 3
(cbt) | _ . | o

_ ~

| ]

!

163d | ”,,

7& Umw_

1
UNIT LOC..TION PRZ0)

*IHC, 223d Lviation battalion (Combat) Qui Nhon 96238 1
18th .Lviation Company (Utility alrpiane) ui Nhon 96238 :
183d .viation Company (U+ilit; Si-piane) Dong Ba Thin 96377
185th iviation Company (U iiily sirplaae) Ban Me Thuot 96297
2034 lLviation Company (Utility Airplane) Phu Hiep 96316 = 1
219th iviation Corpany (Tiilitv .irplane) Pleiku 96494 = 3
225th .viation Compasy (Surveillance Airplane) Phu Hiep 96316 |

5

*1633 Medical Detachment i Nhon 96238 :
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