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SUBJECT: Operatioml Report of 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment for Period
Fnding 31 January 1970 RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) :

SEE DISTRIBUTION:

SECTION I - OPERATIONS

1. (C) INTRODUCTION: Tis Operational Report - Lessons learned covers the
period 1 November 1969 through 31 January 1970, During the past quarter the
11th Ammored Cavalry Regiment continued in its participation of Operation
Kantutiky)Ccugar under the operational control (OPCON) of the 1st Cavalry Divi.
sion (AM

The provinces of Binh Long, Phuoc long, and Tay Minh were the focus of Regi-
mental action during the period, In Binh Long Province the populated areas
of loc Minh and An loc wers at the core of Regimental operationsy while in
Phuoc long Province it was the critical Bu Dop/Bo Duc area,

The role of the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment during the past quarter has been
mainly one of re-positioning of forces to interdict the NVA lines of communiw
cation (LOC) originating in Cambodia and combating local force units, During
the month of November, elements of the Blackhorse Fegiment embarked on Opera~
tion long Reach I (7-9 Nov) and Operation Texas Traveler (24-28 Nov), Llong
Reach I was initially designed to relieve the pressure from the Bu Dop/Bo Duc
area by providing en axds by which the critical area could be reinforced and
by interdicting the enemy supply lines, While long Reach I took the 2nd Squed-
ron to the northeast, Texas Traveler brought ths 3rd Squadron into eastern

Was Zone C, Texas Traveler, which essentially was a long range reconnaissance
operation, was designed to screen enemy units atteapting to infiltrate from
Cambodia as well us to block enemy routes ¢f withdrawal, and to relieve FSB's
Jackle, Jamle, or Vickie in the event of enemy attack, .

In the early morning hours of 26 November, the 3rd Squadron made heavy contnct
with infiltroting enemy forces, thereby accomplishing the role of the recon-
naissance opsration, The Commanding General, 1st ALr Cavalry Division, ordered
. the withdrawal of the 3rd Squadron, The Squadron, having fulfilled its mission,
returned to FSB Jake where it seoured the southern and southwestern AO boundary
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“‘while conducting limited reconnaissance operations. Toward the end ot the

~--quarter, when 11 FFV Artillery moved into Fsb Jake, the Ird Squadron then

moved to establish FSB Jan nearby. From this location the 3rd Squadron has ©
secured FSB's Jan, Thunder 111 and Thunder 1V. :

Although Uperation Long Reach I wasn't a total success, it did set the stage
for an extremely unique and unusual operation--Long Reach Il. Long keach 11
marked the first time that the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment has used Kome
Plows in an extensive land clearing operatlion. As a result of this operation,
the treacherous Highway QL 14A was opened, providing a land access route to
Bu Dop. The land clearing operation severed enemy infiltration and supply
routes along the Serges Jungle Highway (a maze of trails running south and
southeast from Cambodia) and alleviated the pressure on the Bu lLop/#o Luc
area.

While the 2nd Squadron was conducting the Rome Plow operation to the northeast,
the 1st Squadron CP was located at FIB Marge, in the loc NMiph District, By
conduoting recomnajssnpce operations around Loc Minh, the 1st Souadron was
capeble of reinforeing the 2nd and 3rd Squadrons, if the need arose, and blocke
ing infiltrating NVA forces from the north and northwest, When NVA units '
attempted to infiltrate from Cambodia late in Jenuary and found that the
Serges Jungle Highwny was severed by the recpening of QL 14A, the pre-Tet
highpoint wos pre.empted. The Battle of the Crescent (20 Jan) and the Battle
of the Cross Roaods (21 Jan), as well as the border clashes of 2/ ard 27
December when Air Cavalry Troop (11th ACR) participated in massive air/ground
battles, were vory effective in that they greatly hampered the infiltration
of enemy forces and supplies into Binh lang Province,

As the quarter closed, the 1st Saquadron d ed 1ts AO for Tay Minh, OPCON
to the 18t Brigade, 13t Cavalry Division (AM), 2nd Sousdron, having accome
plished its primary mission in the Bu Dop/Bo Duc area, moved scuthwest to the
Ioc Minh area to fill the AO vacated by the 1at Squadrom,

2. (C) INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY:

A. General: During the quarter the llth Armored Cavalry Regiment -
operated primarily in Binh Long Province; however, limited reconnaissance

operations were also conducted in eastern War Zone C and northwestern Phucc
Long Province.

Throughout III Corps Tactical Zone, snemy offensive activity was generally
light and scattered during the reporting periad, Since the death of Ho Chi
Minh, COSVN's divisional forces have been oriented largely toward the pro-
tection of logistical supply routes and the disruption of the Vietnamisation
and pacification programs, To accamplish their mission, enemy unita have

Al ‘
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apparently changed their basic milltary tactics--Instead of conducting
battalion-sized ground attacks and belng willing to engage Allied forces in

large scale contact, the enemy now emphasizes economy of forte measures such ae
sapper probes, attacks by fire, and heavy mining of the lines of communication.
Whether this notfceable change {n tactics was brought about by the fuplementa-
t{ion of a Lao Dong (Communist party of North Vietnam) resolution in April 19€9

or the practical realit{es of heavy losses and few replacements or a combination
of the two, is not known. i

. !
“COSVN Resolution 97, as 1t¢known to the Allied intelligence comunity, sets
forth the means by which the VC and NVA in South Vietnam hope to achieve
total victory. Resolution Y states that VC/NVA forces are to strive ftor the
withdrawal of all American troops, to liberate the rural areas, to destroy .
the RVN pacification teams, and to upgrade and develop the Viet Cong revolu- :
tionary government (PRG)., With these purposes in mind, Resolution 9 further
states that an all-out attack strategy prevails. Engineer troops, sapper and
armed reconnaissance troops, and secret guerillas are to be used extensively
in tactical operations. The recent relocation of three main force regiments
from 111 CTZ to IV (1Z underlines the enemy's interest in the Delta reglon.
The present attempts at training sub-region forces in sapper tactics and the
amphasis of resupplying these forces lend credence to the belief that COSVN
Resolution 9 ip being implemented, '

Due to this change in enemy activity, the Allied intelligences collsction
effort had te be redirected samevhat, The 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment, for
example, haa boen virtually deprived of cne of its best sources of hard in-
telligence—» the prisoner of war, During the previous quarter, 29 prisoners
were captuped; only two prisoners wers captured in this reparting pericd,

For this reason, the S.2's collection ngencies have not been nble to produce
exploitable intelligence ‘!p,s rapidly as before. Thias and other problems to be
discussed below do not ir?d,icate, however, a relaxation in the intslligence
efforts of the 11th ACR, | Whereas main force enemy units used to opernte
within the 11th ACR TACR, this quarter has seen elements of the 7th NVA and
9th VC Divisions reloco itc War Zone C and Phuoc Long Province rsspectively,
and generally avoid cogE% t in our aorea, The dearth of hard intelligence

- produeed during the qu ‘é: is largely uirributed to this relocation of enemy

forces,

In November 1969, main force enemy units avoided encountsr with the 11th
Armored Cavalry Regiment, The slack was taken up by local force units whose
main thctica are mining of LOC's, attacks by fire, and small scale groumd
probes ogninst RF/PF cutposts, The high level of mining incidents continued
throughout December; however, near the end of the month, elements of the 7th
NVA Division were contacted as they relocated from northwestern Phuoe Long
Province into their traditional base areas north and west of loc Minh, All
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but one of the significant engagerments during December 1969 and January 1970 )
were initinted by or resulted from the dally reconnaissnnce missions of the . e e
Mr Cavalty Troop, 11tk ACR. During January 1970, the 141st and 209th NVA %
BeginentSL 7th NVA Division, maintained n presence along the northern periph-

ery of Bihh Long ond Phuoc Long Provinces end participated in the Corps-wide

high poi:}'m of 20-21 Jnnuary, '

With the advent of the dry season and significant decrease in rainfall after
October 199, the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment's cnpabilities have been
greatly e“n.hancod. Neithor terrain nor weather have seriouslv hampered our
operations during the raporting period as evidenced by the operation of
3/11th ACR in War Zone Ce- a njghtmaye for armored vehicles during the reoiny
season chqﬁs_e of 1ta lower elevation,

In general, as for as intelligence activities are concerned, the guarter h-s
been a very fluld one, In response to the enemy's redirection of effort and
adoption lof small unit and oconomy of force tactics, the 11th Ammored Cavalry
Regimmtfs intelligence effort has been forced to gear itself to the t-rgeting
of loeal [forces and guerilla activities-~ wherseis main force units had pre~
viously boon our primary targst. Due to the proximity of Combodia to the
11th ACRI!TAOR, o moin force threat can and sometimes does exist to the popu-
lation canters of Binh long Province; however, when COSVN's divisional forces
remain in Cambodia avolding contact, the 11th ACR intelligence collection
effort 1? forced to redirect itself,

One of t!;e problems encountered is the development of a means of identifying
and neutralizing the individuals or groups responsible for mining of LOC's,
harassing cttacks by fire, intimidation, and proselyting of the locsl popu-
lace, All this hod to be accomplished in conjunction with the Vietnamizntion
program, . In short, the 11th ACR’s intelligence effort during this querter
has operlﬁted simultineously on two levels: targeting of mnin force units,
vhere traditional intelligence techniques are still effective; and targeting
of local force and guerilla units, where new techniques had to be developed,

. . Oprder of Battle: During the months of November 1969 through-
January 1970, the three regiments of the 7th NVA Division were the. only main’

" force enemy units operating in the 11th ACR TAOR, and then only intermittent-

ly. Other identificctions produced by US as well as Alligd forces confirmed
the presence of the Binh Long Provincinl Force (D368 local Force Battnlion,

Hon Quan and loc Minh Armed Forces, ond the administrative arens of An loc

Diatrict). IL: ocddition, several specinlized units were identified: the

225 BEngineer Battalion, COSVN; the D170 Independent Battelion, a part of

the COSVN border security regiment; elements of the 50th and 70th Rear Ser-

vice Groupas cnd a rear sorvice element of the 69th Artillery Command,
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Intelligence Sources: Although there were few significent changes
in the mmber and type of intalligence sources utilized by the 11th ACR during
the quartor, same sources were relied upon more then in the previous poriod
for the simplo reason that the best sources were usually unaveilable, The
Regiment's overall intelligence producing cnpability, howevor, was not ser-
iously impoired by this readjustment,

(1) Visual Roconnaiesance: Visual reconnaissance nisaions, flown
on a daily basis by the Alr Cavalry Troop of the 11th ACR, provide the bulk
of the informotion used for the planning of B.52 strikes, TAC Mr, preplanned
strikes, armored ground reconncissance operations, end ARP and LRRP inser-
tions, The Alr Cavalry Troop has also been instmmental in locating enemy
units in the jungled areas as well as providing sagondary evidence of enemy
movement, fortifications, and general location, Visual reconnaissance mis-
sions have been uned to confirm or disclaim the information obtaired from
SLAR, Sniffor, Red Hase, and usually reliable agsnt reports,

(2) Enemy Documents: Captured enemy documents eatablish enemy
unit identification and provide 11th ACR intelligence personnel with "nice
to know" informetion concerning the past activities of varioue enems unita.
Coptured documents also give insight into the particularly political aspect
of the enemy's military activities, Documents usually provide information
from which general trends can be drawn rather than provide information thot
is immediatoly oxpleltable,

(3) P V/Ralliers: Prisoners of war and Hoi (hanhs, which would
othervise provide the 11th ACR Commander with his best source of intelligence,
were of insignificant value during the quartsr as only two PW's and two Hoi
Chanhs were captursd or received, ‘'he nriscners and ralliers were of low
intelligence cnd knowledgaacbility; ﬂzererom, even rapid and accurate inter.
rogation of these enemy scldiers did not result in any significant infor-
mation,

(4) Agent Reports: Agent repom, especially thome produced
by Teem JACX under the guidance of the 3rd Battalion, 525 MI Group, are
o passed to the 11th ACR on a daily basis, Agent reports were also produced by

tha Special Forces and Natdonal Police Office in An loc, but in a less pro-

11fic manner than Team 3ACX, 'The latter two agencios have occasionally pro-

duced reports vhich are falrly reliable and have provided the 11th ACR with

low level intelligence on the activities of local guerillas and VCI, Teem

 3ACX's repoerts, on the othar hand, have been of very littls walue to the
11th ACR collecticn effort, Thetr reports ars often exaggerated, usually
untimely, and of doubtful validity,
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(5) ICAP's: The information glewned from ICAP reports since late
November 1969, have proved useful in the establishment of more asccurate black-
1ists and the targeting of the Viet Cung Tnfrastructure. ICAP!s have also
~been useful in reporting anemy activity which is often not reported, such as
small VC bands entering villages for food and supplies and 1light ground probes
or mortar attacks on RF/PF outposts, The ICAP i3 also an exosllent means for
the dissemination and collection of information resulting from the Voluntary
Informgnt Program, which has not been employed extensively by the Regiment
in the previcus quarters, ICAP's and the VIP are potential sourcey of low
intelligence information; however, their ef‘fect and vorth can only be accurate-
ly gauged after more extensive use, - e

(6) FAC's: . Daily missions flown by the Air Force Forward Air
Controllsrs are an occasional source of intelligence and have proved helpful
in the accurate mapping of enumy lines of communication,

(7) Technical Detectors: Technical detectors include SLAR, Red
Haze, Sniffer, ground radar and ground senscra, As a general rule, these
devices are only useful as intslligence indicators. The usual reac*ion to a
detactor activation is the firing of artillery and/or a visual reconnsissence,
Technical detectors, especially ground sensors, have a limited value in the
plotting of enery movtnents at night or in heavilv jungled areas, but their
limitations must always be kept in mind, For example, fires in the AO negate
readings by Red Hage and Sniffers,

‘4. Fnemy Persopnel and Material Iosges:
NV DEC AN
VG/NVA KIA (BC) | 2 167 102
VC/NVA W _ | 2 0 0
Hoi Chanh | g 2 0 0
Individusl Weapons [ 2 4 u
" Crew Served Weapons | e 2 70 19
Tons qu Rice Captured ‘ o2 0 | 0
“Tons of Rice Destroyed ' .03 .5 0
6
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3. (C) COMBAT CPERATIONS AND TRAINING:
a. 2 1 o - s

(1) Bu Dop/Bo Duc: In late October and early November, enesmy
activity was greatly incressed in this area, On 4 November, NVA forces lounch-
od widespread rocket and mortar attacks and FSB Ellen, southeast of Bu Dogp,
was the object of a fierce ground assault, On 5 Nevember, CIDG forces near
Bu Dop encountered and had skirmishes with wilat was believed to be the C-18
Anti-Aircraft Company, which is part of the 165th NVA Regiment. On 8 November,
an NVA soldier was captured, He was a member of the (~20 Engineer Comp-ny,
1413t Regiment, and stated that the mission of his unit was to build a road
from FSB Ellen to sumevhers around FSB Jerrl. This was thought to be either
a route back to Base Area 350 or an avenue to stage an attack agninst FSB
Jerri, It cppeared that at least two battalions of the 165th Regiment were
north and weat of Bu Dop, while the 141st NVA Regiment had two bettallons to
the south,

From tho Cambodian border leading south and southwast, the NVA had developed
an infiltration route for troops and supplies. This intricate meze of trails
end pathways, which passes verv close to ths Bu Dop/Bo Duc nrea, has been
named Serges Jungle Highway, Also, to the west of the Bu Dop/Bo Duc area and
contiguous to Cambodin is the snemy Base Area 3503 and, to the northsast is
Base Area 351, Here the NVA have built many base camps and bunker complexes
to store supplies and allow men to rast while infiltreting along the Serges
Highway, Because this logistical artery is so vital to enemy operatiomns, it
has baer defiantly protected, This defense has been 855 effestivs that QL 14A,
the main highway thet cuts through Serges Jungle Highway, has been clesed for
nearly two years,

The Bu Dop/Bo Duc area and FSB Jerri were faced with a large enemy force which
rould be quickly reinforced #a-such larger proportions with elements in nearby
Cambodia, Speclal Forces advimer and CIDG forces were loeatad at Bu Dop, while
elements of the 18t Cavalry Diviaion (AM) were at FSB Jerri. The 3rd Mobile
Striks Force and the 36th Ranger Battalion wers situated at Bo Due, So, it
was not surprising when slements of the 11th ACR embarked on Operations Long

" Reach I and II, |

(a) Long Reach I: Initially, elements of the 11th ACR were
to move into the Bu Dop/Bo Duc grea by air and later by rond to open Highury
0L 144, interdict enemy supply lines, and relieve scme of the pressure on Bu
Dop, There weru many variocbles to be considered in deciding how the Regiment
could best fulfill this mission, Airlifting forces of *he “nmd Squadreon to the
Bu Dop airstrip was one concideration, Thls feat had been nccampiished a month
earlier by A/1/11th ACR witl, vary effective results, Wthin in the month,

”
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howover, the condition of the rirfield ot Bu Dop had becn rllowed te

- dotoriorzte quite noticucbly. It was now ouestionable if the l-rge,
four-engined C-130's, loaded with such extromely he~vr cargo could l-ond
there, d4nother important consideration was thu fact th~t the WA h-gd
amploycd ,51 caliber mochine guns nround the vill-go of Bu iop, nd
thoir firo wos proving quite deadly to adreraft in the -re~, The clter-
note chaice was NL14A, This highw~y had been heavily mined b the
enomy ~nd had not been #raveled for procticallv two roars. T.c highuny
was flonked by soft ground th:t would not suppnrt the woight of 2 tracked
~wchicle, This grcund was coverod by iungle so dense ~nd closc to the
highwoy thet anmy arec along the war wos -~ likelr ambush site, This
dangerous cul-de-sac was finally chosen ns the zxis of cdvance for the
majority of the ground forees whilo cne -rivored cavalrr trocp wes to

boe airlifted to Bu Dop. ’

Lote in the norning on 7 November, G Troop deported from Fire Support
Bose ikrge (CP of Sccond Squodron, 11th ACR), Horthezst of Fire Sup-
port Base Deb,  Prior to G Troop's departure, E Trcop hed swept the

road to FSB Deb ond then had reoturned to the west, where the trcop ustabe
lishod cn i'DF, Throughout the day, F Trcop rerained at the loe Minh
airstrip and waited for the expected n~ir 1lift to Bu Dep, During the
afterncon, H Caupany cscorted three 155cm Hewitgers to FSB Deb to support
the G Troop roveront, Headquarters, 2/11th ACR, rerwmined ot FSB “farge
with the roraining Howitacrs fror their batterr,

By 0700 hours on 8 ioverber, E Trcop had storted on its norming sveep of

the roads and G Troop wcs rurbling along OL14a toward Bu Dop -nd Bo Duc,

At 0900 hours, Headquorters, 2/11th JiCR was woving on its way from FSB

‘lorge to I'SB Deb, Here they wore t2 set vp 2 new ccraend pest from which J
they would control the road rmarch Of G Troop -nd the =ir 1lift of F Trcop =
to Bu Dop, G Troop nedo foirly slow progress thrrughcut the dayshow. :
cver, to insurc this progress, the job of sweeping the reaxd and detecting
the enery rincs had to be done, and it was slew ond exhzusting work, - 't
nocn, G Trocp radiced thot the rcine sweerirg texr.s were verv tired and

the troop requested that they be given additional teas and rine detecters,
This was done, ond during the =fterncon, G Troop roved still farther up
the rocd,

By evening, G Troop hcd rrogressed to a point approxirately two kilo-
neters north of FSB Deb, and was ordered to establish a fire surport
base in thut crea to support FSB Jerri by fire. Fro this new base,

which loter would be nared Joel, the nmaior portion of QLiZA would be

ocovered by artillery,

8
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On the morning of the 9th of November, G Troop was sweeping @ pdrtien of the
road back in the direction of FSB Deb, to the site whers Joel would be
established. During this move two additional mines had been @iacovered on
the same ground which had been swept on the previous dayj but, a third de-
stroyed a Sheridan and wounded one individual, }

While G Troop wns estnblishing FSB Jool, F Troop was being airlifted from Loc
Mnh to the Bu Dop airstrip, The air 1lift operation was running smoothly
until the first (=130 attemptad to land, The (-130's engine was hit by ,51
caliver fire and the engine was in flames, The C-130 was unable to lan? at
Bu Dop and had to return to loc Ninh, The second C-130 tounced too hard upen
landing and had to take off again because the pilot feared a broken landing
gear. Fortunately, by the end of the day the rest of the planea landed safely
“with F Troop's tracks, minus Sheridans,

During the following week, the 2nd Squadron had worked to develop FSB Joel and
conducted recomaissance operations in the area, QL 14A from FSB Deb to FSB
Joel had been kept open, The Howitrers, which were now in place at FSB Joel,
would have the capability to support FS3 Jerri,

Although the 2nd Squadras made only limited contact with the enemy forces in
the arsn, the purpose of this demonstration of forcs had been a success, By
airlifting F Troop to Bu Dop, eatablishing FSB Joal to ald FSE Jerri and the
Bu Dop/Bo Duc area, and by conducting recomaisennce over a large arer con-
tiguous with QL 14A, ths enemy pressure and dominance in the area hnd been
greatly leasened,

(b) Long Reach II: (n 3 Deceabsr 1969, the vheels of prog-
ress started churning once more and the long ewaited Rome Plow - land Clearing
Operation began, Although heavy resistance was expected as the 2nd Sousdron
plowed its way to Bu Dop, the enemy refrained from mounting any significant
assaults, The mmbor of mining incidents werse not wmsually surprising, As

the Regiment expected, the 2nd Scuadron encountered a heavily mined QL %,

although a portion had been cleared during long Reach I, »

When the operation started, engineer elements, reinforced with ACAV's, led
the column clearing QL 14A of mines and obstacles, The 984th Iand Clearing
Compony, which wos D8 to the 2nd Squadron, wns secured by ACAV's es the Rome
Plows cleared each flank of the highway to a distance of 200 meters, The

Rome Flows were further secured on each flank by infantry elements of the

18t Cavolry Diviaion (iM), which were QPCON to 2nd Squadron, The 2nd Sauad-
ron's Zippo sec’ion, which was secured by a reconnaissance platoon, follored
the Rome Flows burning the debris, IFngineer construction tesma made essential
field expediont repairs to bridges and culverts, and conducted rond servico
as necesscry to permit rapid and ensy passcge of combat vehiclos,

9
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In this manner the operation proceeded, smashing, plowing, cutting, and burn-
ing for approximately 50 days, There wero no impressive lists of enemy
killed or captured; howover, the miseion of clearing a vast swath of l1and
had been accomplished, As o result of Long Rench II, the Serges Jungle Hgh-
way hod been sovered, But more important than this, an axls by which F3B
Jerri, Bu Dop and Bo Duc could be reinforced had been established, Thus,
enemy pressure in the area had been rolieved.

(2) Bastern War Zone C: There are two routes by which enany por-
- sonnel and supplies can be infiltrated into this sone: the Salgon - Michelin
Corridor ~long the river basin and a system of trails ~nd caches running
disgonally from the "Dog's Neck" to the Saigon River (southeast to XT4553),
Traditionally, War Zone C has been an inviolnble area from which the eneay
bas provided manpower and materinls to the battlerisld, High level herdquar-
ters, rear service installations, training centers, and hospitals are locnted
in this area. Base Areas 352 and 353, straddling the Cambodian border into
Zone C, not anly contain the Headquarters of Centrnl Office South Vietnam
(COSVN), but also provide rest areas for mdin force enemy unita, Main force
units also infiltrate and initinte the prepartory phases of offensive operc-
tions from these bass areas. .

(a) The Threat: From mid-September until early Novenmber,
eneny initiated activity was characterised by scattered nttacks by fire, light
ground probes, ground to air firings and logistical operations, However,
during the ecrly morning hours of 4 November, FSB Ike and FSB Jamle received
ground probes, while FSB ST, Barbara and FSB Vickie received attacks by fire,
Although the K2 Battalion of the 271st Regiment wns identified as priicipating
in tho attack on FSB Ike, no other unit identification was made, n 20
November, the futurs intentions of the 9th VC Division were unknown; how-
ever, it was believed that tho 4 November attacks, as well as others through-
out III Corps, signaled the beginning of the firsi phase of the Winter - Spring
Offensive, .

According to documents coptured in III Corps, the initial phase of the c-m-
paign would be fram 3 to 25 November, In War Zone C the 9th VC Division
was believed to be located in the northwestern gquorter of the ares of operz-
tiona, wvith the mission of attacking FSB's Carolyn and Ike, The 271st VC
Regiment was believed to be in the central portion of the area of orer~tions
and prepared to attack fire support bases in the central and eastern areis.
Although its exact intentions were unimown, the 272nd VC Regimen* wae ten-
tatively placed in southwestern War Zone C and it was believed to be destined
for Base Area 355, Attcoks in War Zone C would be supported by the 9th VC
Divisim's arganic artillery and sapper units, and possibly the N-16 Ammor
Office, COSVN, Resupply activity continued and was expected to increase,
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(b) Toxas Travoler (24-28 Novorber 1969): On the brsis
of the :lbOVG {2forration, the 11th Arrored Cavalrv Regiront was diroctod
by the 18t Cavalry Division (i) to ccnduct aroca recoancissnnce in. the
ecstorn sector of War Zone C, This sector wos dosignated 40 Dzllas, The
operation callod for the roinforced Third Squadron, 11th ACR, to conduct
a rultiplo routp, cross country penotrotion through AOQ Dell-~s ~long tho
axis of Routo 246, axocuting corbat asscults along Rrute 246 to cloor it
of obstacles. fho First Squadron, 11th “CR, would be prerorod to reine
force by poving into the arez and conducting operations,

Texas Travoler bogen on 24 Ncvenber, with the tracks of the VWorkhorse
Squadron rucbling into tho area of oporation as plemmed, As they rro-
gressod, it bedure ovidont that the terrain would linit their speed
congiderobly, As they pushed even deepar, they encountered increasing
signs of the opmy's rrosence; fin-lly, 3 few rinor contacts were
indtiated, Oh 25 November, progress had been greatly decronsed and
the Third Squxiron's sweers to the north in pursult of scall groups of
enerry forces took then further away fron their primary axis of narch,

At 0342 hours on tho orning of 26 Noverber, enery RPG's struck sevoral
key vehicles in the Cormand Poat NDP, Fire ond secondary exylosions
destroyed o nunber of vehicles >nd cuused nunerous cesualties, By 0550
hours, it was estirited that there were four US killed and thirty-four
wounded, One M557, two H5511s, two 1f109's, four 1548's, five 1&-ton
trailers, ond two 1~ton armunition troilers were lost., Four NVA were
killed, For tho renainder of the day the Third Squadron worked, trying
to recovor fron the rre-down att-vck

On 27 Novenber, the Third Squadron w2s directed to rove eaat with the
goal of loaving AO Dcllos by 28 Noverbor, (n 28 Noverber, the elerents
of the Third Squndron returned across the river tovard FSB Joke =nd
Oreration Taxas Traveler ended,

(3) Pro-Tet Highroint: During the riddle of Janusry, enery
forces startod infiltrating fro: secure 2reas in or along Carbodiz into
Phuoc long ond Binh Long Provinces, Slowly, varlod rerorts and incid-
ents were pleced together and a ricture of a large force oprosing the
Blackhorse forces in the area wns visualirzed,

(a) Battle of the Crescent (20 January 1970): During the
early norning hours on 20 January,FSB Ruth, CP for 2/11th ACR, was the object
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of sporidic mortar attacks, During sach occurrence, the mortars were counter-
ed by artillery and Pink Teams, It wasn't ti11 late morring, when LTC Brooke
shire's (CO, 2/11 ACR) command and control ship received ,51 ciliber machine
gun fire, that the enemy's position was fixed, Portunately, LTC Brookshire's
ship had not received any hits, Soon after this, a Pink Te-m from Air Cavalry
Troop was flying over the nrea trying to discover the enamy situ~tion. A short
time later, it wes reported that the white element (LOH) was shot down, bWhile
Alr Cavalry Troop's Cobras and' Blus Mox acrombled into the area, LTC Brookshire
wns repositioning his ground forces, H Campany wns to come in from the north
while F and G Troops moved up from the south, While the ground elemsnts were
maneuvering, a Cobra piloted by CPT Carl Marshall, larded despite » heavy vol-
umo of fire and rescued the lone LOH survivor,

Artiliery, TAC Alr, ACT Cobras and Blue Max pounded the -~re: as F and G Troopa
were caming on line. The only tdmo the artillory was 1iftod was when clements
of the 33rd Chanical Detachment wero flown over the targot area and dro=ned
CS B.158 Clustors, Tho CS'clusters routed the eneny forces from th.ir secure
bunkers— prnic stricken. A fev moments later ertillery resumed pounding the
aroan vhilo gunships and TAC Adr poured 1t an, .

Ground forces continued to monouver and the major fighting continued until
1640 hours, The wntire contact had ended by 1836 houra, It waa difficult to
determine the cnemy's actual strength becruse, after the contact, the troope
vers only able to sweep a portion of tho area, Elements of tho 2nd Squndron
did not re-onter the cantact area until two days later becsusa of a require-
nent to reinforce 1st Squadron when the enemy earried the battle to the dis-
trict of loc Finh the next day, By the time elaments of 2/11 ACR were able to
sweep the crescent, the area had been well "policed", Unfortunately, no doc-
uments or priscnors were captured to accurately reveal the size of the enemy
or the extent of his losses, DBecause there were anti.airernft elements, henrvy
mortars and probably infantry, 1%t was estimated that the enemy strength prob-
ably comeisted of two battalions and had boen positioned in a classic airmobile

ambush,

{b) Battle of the Cross Roads (21 January 1970): On the
basis of special agent reports, it was decided that B and C Troops would con-
duct ground reconnaissance north of FSB Dennis on 21 January. The Troops
would follow the northern road and then turn off at the cross road to sweep
the ridges that protruded north to one of the suspected enemy locations,

That morning C Troop led the way, Shortly after they turned from the road ond
headed for the ridge line, the lead elsment received recoilless rifls, RGG
and mall arms fire from the northeast, C Troop rencted quickly and scon they
were on lino, slowly asdvancing up the hill towsrd the enerm~ smplacememts,
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| In the meantime, B Troop proceeded along the road and finally turned off,
heading for a small bridge over a stream running northe-nst to southwest. As

/ soon as B Troop had crossed the bridge, the lend slement came under fire,
Rapidly B Troop wos on line advancing to the southwest towar? C Troop, but
then reversed direction toward the enemy poaitions, The Troops had ch-nged
directions sever.l times, over pursuing the enemy, before they wore fin-lly
able to link up, They proceoded slowly, ndvancing townrd thc enemy positions,
alvays lrxintaining fire superiority,

While the ground troops wore akillfully maneuvering, artillery, TAC Alr, and
gunships woro pounding the target arens as well as likely routes of withdrownl,
It had become covident that the NVA were well equipped when severnl ,51 caliber
machine guns started to deliver a heavy volume of fire, It was now rlso
apparent that the onemy forces had RPG!'s, 57mm recoilless rifles, mortars -nd

AK.4T s,

The contact continuad throughout the day and, although B and C Troope vere
reacting vory offectively, two M557 Sheridans and two ACAV's had been 1iter-
ally blown away by a cambination of RPG and recoilless rifle fire, C Troop
had loat one trooper whils nine vere wounded, B Troop had suffered six

wounded,

F and G Troops had been called early during the contact. As they moved fron
Bu Dop, G Troop r.portod sacing evidence of an estimated enery comp~ny moving
south, G Troop continued as quickly as possible to the 1at Squadron contnct
site. G Troop made btrief contact with the enemy but continued to push on to
C Troop's location, When G Troop arrived in the C Troop contact area, thev
started ~ sweep and found two bundles of docunents, Meanwhile, F Troop pushed
north to the aroa of a suspected enemy base camp, B, C, and G Troops con-
tinued to swesp the area and pursued trails in an effort to maintain contnct
wvith the floeing enemy.

When the contact had finally ended and the area had been swept, it wae

found that the X1 and K2 Battalions of the 141at NVA Regiment, s well as

the (22 Transportatiom Compuny, had been encountered, Forty.one NVA sol.
diers lay dead, The enemy, who weas well armed and who hod a superior number
of forces, had been beatan, The enemy had chosen the battla site and wns well
prepared, but the NVA had not antieipated the expertiss which was sxemvlified
by the men of B ard C Troops,

(4) Northern Binh long Province: During the reporting period,
Ay Cavalry Troop ataged two significant border clashes in northern Binh long
Province which vere unrelated to the above mentioned operations, The Air
Cavalry Troop had been conducting visual recomnalssance along the border in an
attewpt to interdict infiltrating ensmy forces, and on 24 December its efforts
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proved succeasful, A LOH, flying wost of loc Minh (XU57005), received -uto-
matic voapons fire nnd in tho ensuing battle, gunships, artillery, and TAC
Alr all convorged and poundod tho enemy positions. Although no unit identi-
fication was obtcined, 30 NVA had beon Idlled, ‘ '

The necond clash took place north of Loc Minh, about one and ~ helf miles from
the lmbodian border, The contact aren had been under closc ohbserv-tion eince
16 November, whon Adr Ca-alry Troop gunships spotted and destroved what was
believed to hove been a stone crushing device, It w-s thought th~t possibly
a stono quarry was being operated in the orea, '

On 27 December, while a Pink Teom was conducting n VR in the area, two NVA
were spotted in o lightly wooded cre~, Seconda later the white elcment (LOH)
received autonztic weapons fire, While the red bird (Cobra) ~nd 1OH returnsd
fire, it beacario apparent that there wns a large NVA force in the nrea, “inutes
later Alr Covolry Troop scrambled gunships, Blue ! xn? T.C .4r were called
on station and artillery pounded the target area, As this mnssive doy long
adr/sround battle continued, tho 1st Squadrom alerted A Troop and D ‘Company,
which ware conducting a combined coperation with the 196th RF Company. By late
aftornoan, ground elemants wers approaching the hill on which the NVA had been
planted, Tho RF canpany diamounted and began swesping the area., Soon they
encountared 3 hoavy volume of fire. In this brief period four were wounded,

A Troop and D Company immediatoly came on line and began surpreesing the fire
of the flecing enemy, When the contact area was swept, captured documents
identified olcmenta of the 141st NVA Regiment, These elements included the
218t Sapper Conpony, 19th Engineer Company, C-24th Convalescont Company, C=23rd
Transportation Campany 2nd a finance Section,

' When darkncss come and tho NVA had been routed brck toward Cambodia, Alr

Cavalry Troop had been creditsd with 29 of the 80 NVA idtlled,
b, . Toge :
(1) Combined Operaticns: While the 11th Armored Cavalry Ragiment

‘has worked tirclessly to secure Binh long Province and the Bu Dop/Bo Duc aren

during this post quarter, the sffort tow-rd the Vietnamiszation progr-m has not
faultered, In fact, cambined operations have becoms a cormon occurrence in
the Blackhorse AQ. During the past three months, the Regiment has conducted
seal and search, reconnaissance, road security, and 1CAP operations with ARVN/
RF/PF/C1DC forces. The regiment has also secured landing zones during air-
mobile operations with the RVNAF.

The 1llth Armored Cavalry Regiment and OPCON units have conducted the following
number of combined operations in which a US company/troop has worked with

an RVN/RF/PF/CIDG unit during a 24-hour period. Represented below are combined
operations from 1 November 1969 to 31 January 1970.
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SOPDID PIRATIONS

1AL ACR 211 AGR 3/11 ACR  OpCOM
20 2 15 1
9 3 5 4]
40" 6 6 0
ozd security operations Llong QL 13,

i

2. ‘There werc olad eight afrmotile operations conducted with 11th ACR assiat-

oncs during the quarter:

(2) Training:

eonductod formal training
ficiency, crmor training,
4raining

4 ., The joint ICAP'c are
program for ARVN and provinci
the mmber of formal clissos g

¥
BF/¥F
ARVN

fame

. ROTE:
4, During the past quarter,

e, Ixalning:

"ARVE - 1, CIDO = 1, RF/7F = 6,

Over tho past reporting period, the 11tk ACR has
in vorious fislds: nechonics, mortar crew Pro-
drivers training, preventive medicine nnd adrer-fi

also significant, for they are part of »n WJT
nedical personnel, | The chart below indicntes

ivean during the quarter:

|

nomnmmgggxo |

6 oi 3
0 0 J 29
79 0 )

!
[

l S

)
the Regipental S-5 has conducted 45 joint ICAP's,

|
|

(1) feplacement training vos accomplished throughout the quirter
replacenents for the role they must fill as Blackhorse troopers,

to
Monthly attendonce was os follows:

ROVEBER
DECEMBER
JANUARY

s
523 .
548
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(2) , Spocinlised Training:

, ' (a) Armor School: Gne individunl from the 919th Engineers
attended a four dv course at Phuoc Vinh, ,

'(b) Artillery School: Four Blackhorse troopers attended a
one week fire direction center course. The course w~s given by the 5/42nd Arty
at Long Binh,

(¢) LM Transition: Ono individual frem Adr Cavalry Troop
attended LOH Transition et Vung Tau,

(d) Cobra IP School: One individual from ‘ir Cavalry Troop
attended Cobra IP School at Vung Tau, ,

(8) Cobtra Quilification: Three individuszls fron Alr Cavalry
Troop attended Cobra qu lification classos-at Vung Thu,

(£) Cobra Armament: Three individu~ls from Adr Cavalrt
Troop attended Cobra arnament classes at Vung Tau,

(g) PLL School: During this quarter 15 Blackhorse troopers
attended PLL School, The course was given by the 185th Mninten-ncs Batt-lion
at Long Binh,

' (h) BExternal Airlift Procedures: Ten Individuils from the
Reginent attonded classes at Quan -loi on GL47 airlift procedurocs, The cl-sses
vere given by the 12th Combat Avia®ien Group.. '

(1) Generator School: MNenty individu~ls attended generator
achcol at Iong Binh, The classes were given bty the 185th !ninten-nce Bat-
trliom,

() Field Sanitation Training: The Regimental Surgson cone
ducted feld sandtation elasses at Quan loi during the p-st quarter, Thirty-
nine attanded frem the Rogiment,

(c) Sndper School: FEleven troopers completed the 1st Team

Acrdemy's two weok sniper course at Bion Hoa, Six individuals also ~ttended
refreshor training at 1st Team Academy during the reporting period,
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4. (C) COUBAT SUPPORT: .

a. Shamicol:

(1) General: The 33rd Chenical Detachment continued to provide
direct chanical support and technieal ndvice to the 11th Armored Cavalry
Regiment,

(2) Persomnel Detection: During the period 1’73 S‘n.iffer missions
were flown, . number of Sniffer sensings were confirmed by indepondent -e-ns.
Intelligence readings such as SLAR, - VR's were obtnined in the vicinity of
our readin’s on a numbor of occasions, For exemple, ~ FiC observing artillery
being fired in ono of our Sniffer readings observed n secondarv exrlosion re-
sulting in two bunkors destroyed and two more bunkers ~nd three ,51 cnliber
positions uncoverod,

In cooperotion with the S5-5, the detr.chment has continued to drop le~flets
. during our Sniffer missions., This procedure saves "blmle tine" and the low

level flying at which the Sniffer missions are run allows pinpoint delivery

of leaflets on trails, bunker complexes ~nd other areas used by tho VC/NV,

(3) C©S Drops: Thers were three persistent CS dmm drops in the
Regizental A0, Thoy wore coordinated by the detachnent and supported by the
18t Cavalry Divis-ion's Cherical Section,

Thers were ton drops of E158R2 Canister Clusters during the quorter, Ap-rox-

imately half were on intelligence targets, the remninder being dropped during

actunl contret, The effectiveness of this ccmbat technique was demonstr-ted

on 20 Jznuery 1970, vhen an Adr Cavalry Troop LOH received ground fire near

the Crmbodian border east of Bo Duc., The WA were in bunkers -nd, despite

heavy artillery shelling, their casualties were light, A lo~d of CS C~nister \
Clusters wzs droppoed on the eneryy positions, The NVA left the safety of

their bunkers and fled across an open field, Cobra gunships rolled in and 1,
tactical Jrstrikes followec. taking a heavy toll in _enemy. ldves, ... e

V‘Ihe dehdmmt continued to make bunker bombs filled with persistat CS, The
bombs are employod to prohibdt the re-use of discovered bunkers bv the enemy,

b, Signsl: Strong comand enphasis was placed on the net control
station supcrvision of correct operating procedure., This hrs resulted in an
over:1l improvenent in tho qu-litv of traffic on nets nnd signifiecantly dinin.
ished nisuse of not nir time, The new SOI published in Jenu~ry 1970, reduced
the amount of st-tions in the cormand net, thereby incroasing the officiency
of the nat.
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The Regimental Relay Station, which had been operating on Gia Ray Mountain
ever aince the Regiment mnved into Blackhorse Base Camp in October 1967,
proved to be inadequate for the Regiment's new area of operations, The best
8ite in this area is Mui Ba Den Mountain near Tay Minh City, Its 986 meter
elevation provides line-of-sight communication potential *to include the Rag -
ment's present positions, Due to the lack of physieal space on the wountain,
the move has been postponed wntil the 1st Infantry Division withdraws from
i1ts aite and space becomes available,

The procurement of secure voice circuits continued to be a problem area due|to
a shortage of KY 38/VRC 12 interconnect cables, and pending modifications on
ARC.S, Radio Sets for the installation of the KY-28 Speech Secure Mechine, |At
the end of this reporting period, modifications on ARC.5, Radios were begin-
ning to be applied but the shortage of in réonnect cebles persisted, Speech
secure equipment increases network capabilities by effectively denying infor-
mation to VG/NVA radio intercept teams; furthermore, fewer security violstions
would be comrd tted,

¢, Artillery: During the quarter, the 11th ACR operated in a veriety
of fire support missions, The 1st Squadron operated primarily in the north-
west portion of Binh Long Province out of FSB Marge, Dus to the rrnge of the
155m Howitser, not all of the AO could be covereds even 175mm fram A/6-27 in
Quan Loi could not cover the extreme northwest portions., Consequently, an }
several occasions a platoon of 155mm Howltzers wae sent to a FOB to conduct.
either an artillery raid or to support troop maneuvers in areas previously :
not covered by artillery support, On 27 Decembar, during a contict near the
Cambodion border, a platoon wns sent north gf loc Minh to support the contact,
Also in December, two platoons were sent to FSB Duffy to conduct an artillery
roid on an old French fort in AQ Shortstop., n 17 Jonuary, 18t Howitzer Bat.
tery moved from FSB Marge to FSB Dennis which permitted greater covernge of‘
the northwest portion of Binh long Province, On 29 January, the 1st Squ'\dron
moved to FSB Christine, north of Tay Minh.; ][
Second Squadron spent much of this period lmolvad in Rome Plow operations !
along QL 14A, This opsraotion consumed large amounts of ammunition in the uuy
of suppressive fires in order to hold down the mining of the highway. The | |
operation was successful and the mining incidents decreased as the plows moved
up the road to Bu Dop, Second Howitzer Battery also used platoon displ-ce-ent
to cover either logisticel convoys or mmeuver elements of the 2nd Squadron,
During the contact of 20 January, they supmorted with over 650 rounds of RE
On 30 Jamary, they moved into FSB Wade, just north of An loe, |
|
Third Squadron hes been conducting operations primarily in eastern War Zonel
since mid-November, They have been located at FSB Jeke during the period except
for a brief move to tho center of War Zone C. The battery hns fired mainly
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in support of maneuver elements, They have had a larger number of contact
fire missions and counter-morter missions then the other two batteries. At
the end of November, 1at and 3rd Howitger Batteriees combined at FSB Jake to
conduct a 707 on a base camp in War Zone C, ‘

In the middle of December, the 8" guns from A/6-27 moved from Quin Lot to FSB
Marge to support operations in northern Binh Long Province until 1st Scuadron
moved FSB Demnis, Cn 12 Jonuary, C/6-27 moved their 175mm guns from Phuoc Vinh
and their 8" guns from FSB Thunder III to FSB Jake, . OCther support has come
fram C/2-13 at FSB Thunder IV and C/2-12 at Quan loi, The FSCC and clearance
of fires hos been provided by 6-27 Arty, An MTOE change has been approved by
USARV euthorizing the 11th ACR additional personnel and eruipment to est-blish
a fire support element organic to the Regimaent,

MISSIONS FIRED
HE M OL K

CONFIRMED 5,160 &7 389 15
. ACQUIRED 55,124 604 . T 168
COUNTER BATTERY 1,087 9 32 16
PREPARATIONS 1,869 140 o . o
SPECIAL PURPOSE 2,023 309 1,18 4
TOTAL 65,%3 1,149 1,883 203

d. ZEngineger:

(1) General: During the reporting period, elements of the 919th
Engineer Campany (Armored) porticipated in operations Kentucky Cougar, Texas
Traveler, ond Long Reach I and II, while providing direct combat engineer
support to elements of the 11th Armored C-valry Regiment. In each of these
operations, the separate platooms of the 919th Engineers were OPCON to in-
dividual troops or teams of the 11th ACR on a mission-by-mission basis to
insure maximum utilization and spesd of mission execution., Fngineers were .
capable of demolition work, ford and AVLB construction, reconnsisssnce,
NDP construction, tunnel exploration, security, mine detectioca and combat -s
an armor element, : '

(2) Operations: During the querter, the 919th Mgineer Comp~ny
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(Armored) was employed in many diversified missions which took the members
of the Compony into every corner of the IIICTZ, In supporting ~ unit as mobile
as the 11th ACR, the individual platoons usunlly found thomsclves working ns
separate units, To do justice to each platoon and their anccomplishments, the
events of the last three months will be reported by plnrtoon,

~ (a) During the first cleven days of the reporting period,
the 1at Flatoon was loc~ted at FSB Gywn, engaged in a maintenance stond down
during which they also provided security for convoys to FSB Morge, On 12
November, the Platoon wns agein engaged in engincer proiects with the rein.
forcement of a Bailey Bridge on QL 13 (XT722973), (n the night of 15 November,
vhile temporarily basod at the 5018t NDP (XT2999), the Plotoon wes ambushed
by an enemy force of unknown size. Fire was returned in the brief contact
in which no friendly casu~lties were sustained, The Blatoon moved to Quan
Lot on 19 Novembar for a two week m-intenance stand down, ‘

On 3 December, cfter departing Quan Ioi Base Camp, the 1st Pl~toon wns ~mbushed
while sweeping the road between FSB Deb and FSB Joel, During this engrg:ment,
one man was killed in cction and one was wounded, The following davr the Pla-
toon returncd to the ambush site to recover an ACAV that hnd been d-maged
during the ongagement.,

After spending several days at FSB Joel, the 1st Platoon moved to FSB Eunice
and there provided security for Rome Plows operating in the area. The unit
was regularly engaged in improving {ields of fire around the fire suprort
bese and conducting minc sweeps from Eunice to Joel, Whils at FSE Eunice,
the Flatoon had removed more than 250 trees, destroyed old ammunition, main-
toined their vehicles, and pulled security at the bnse, Before depnrting
FSB Bunice for FSB Ruth, the engineers destroyed the base,

While at FSB Ruth, the Platoon was assigned the project of improving bnse
defenses, On 11 January, a triple standard concertina fence was laid around
the perimeter, That same dny, the engineers reconned a culvert site north of
--Bu Dop on QL 144, classified a MT6 fixed sp~n bridge in the s-me nrea, in- -
stalled a gate in the concertina surrounding FSB Ruth and destroyed three

M-15 AT mines, On 14 January, the platoon departed FSB Ruth for Quan loi

ard 2o malntcnance stand down,

The  remainder of the month wos spent at Quan Iod, The Platoon was engaged
in daily mine sweep operations and culvert reprir and construction along
QL 13,

(b) During the first two weeks of November, the 2nd Platoon
was engoged in cutting trees in preparation for the construction: of a cordurov
bridge and also undertook the construction of an NDP at XT823842, On 14
November, while on a recomnaissance mission, the platoon discovered nine
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abandoned bunkers along the tree lino at XT824835 and made plans to destroy
the positions at a later date, The engineers were engnged in regular mine
sweeping operctions until 18 November, and during this time they discovered
seven 231b Chiconm prussure type mines, All were hlown in place,

On 27 Novcober, tho Platoon was engnged in repairing o ford site -t XT625809
and during this operation two engineers wore WIA, The remainder of November
was spent conducting dcily mine sweeps in the An loc/Loc Mnh are-,

The first part of Docember was spent reconning for bridge and ford sites and
conducting doily mine sweep operations, (nh 13 and 17 December, the Plztoon
spread o total of 50 gallons of perma~prine on o landinf sone ot XU7380%2,
During this poriod, the engineers served as security for vrrious missions--
vater point security, medical evacuation security, and security for MI de-
trchnents engngod in interrogating villagers,

On January tirst, the 2nd Platoon constructed a radar control emplacement
for II Fiold Force Artillery Units at XU738063, Fram 6 through 8 Jmu-ry,
the engineera woro engnged in t" e construction of a clesa 60 tinber trestle
bridge at XU752106, Following completion of the tridge, the PFlptoon moved to
FSB Dennis nnd continued corstruction and enlargement of th-t base, On 28
January, the Platoon departed FSB Dennis for Toy Minh ond arrived there with
the 18t Squrdron on 31 January,

(c) On 30 October, the 3rd Platoon conducted o reconn-iss-nce
nission in the vicinity of XT624815, surveying possible ford sites and check-
ing the serviconbility of on clrendy existing Bailey Bridge, n 9 November
the Flatoon was attached to M Campany and conducted recomnalssance oporntions
for ford sites in tho vicinity of XT6483, From 11 to 15 November, the engia
neers constructod a crossing site at XT637828, For the rem~inder of November, -
the Platoon provided mine sweep operctioms in the An loc aren,

From 16 to 19 Docamber, the 3rd Platoon constructed a Class 60 timber trestle
bridge at X1682901, M 27 December, they moved to FSB Jake to make improve-
ments on that position, While at FSB Jake, the engineera pulled security nnd
Placed a barrier across the strc-m to protect the newly constructed bridge
from chrrges floating down the stroam,

During the month of January, the Platoon wos involved in the reinforcement
of the wire entrnglement around FSB Jake, using 66 rolls of concertin- wire,
They 2130 cut trees around the base to improve fields of fire, On 25 Jwn-
uary, the onginecrs constructed ford sites along the Prek Trou River,

(d) During the month of November, the 4th Platoon w~s OPCON

to the 2nd Squadron and wns involved in daily mine swoep operations, Fron
29 Decsmber to 14 January, the Platoon wns loeated at Quan Loi Bnsc Comp for z
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maintenance stand down, While there, they participated in a variety of proe
jects to inmprove the bace camp area, On 14 Januery, the Platoom departed
Quan [21 and was reloocated at FSB Ruth, From 15 January to the end of the
reporting period, the engincers were engaged in dally mine swe “pe o.long QL 144
to Bo Duc, No xninoa were found during this tine,

I 21 January, the 4{th Platoon was involved in a major eugngment as part of
2nd Squodrop, The engincors discovered and destroyed ten 6! x 8! enemy bunkers,
Though the fighting was heavy, the enginaers suffered no casualties,

On 29 Jamuary, the 4th Plotoon moved tp FSB Wade where they remained through
the end of the reporting pericd,

(3) Base Camp Dovelomment: During the quirter, the 919th Enginecr
Compony (Armerod) was engoged in several projects designed to impreve the de-
fenses of Quan loi Base Camp, Much of this work was concentrated in the Red
and Bluo Sectors of Basc Defense nnd coneisted of utilising ths eguipment.
organic to the engineer unit for the conatructien and improvoment of bdunkers

and enplacoments,

In addition to consideratioms of defense, the 919th Engineers ware respen.
sible for the admintetration of the Regimentsl S-4 yard from which were issued
a multitude of materinls, Initially, it was the prectice of the unit to lord
requested materinl using equipment az vrequirel dy the sige nnd weight of the
item, Since the first of the year, however, the demands of the elemsnts in

the field prohidt the continuance of such an operatim., This alteration in
normal procedure resulted in no apprecizbls degeneration of S-4 yard procedures,

5, (C) CMBAT SERVICE SUPPORT:

o, logiatlos:

A (1) General: During the reporting period, combat service sup=
part ‘showed signifiemt improvement in almost all arens, Since the beginning
of the quarter, there has been a complete rotation of logistiecs personnel.
This has resulted in an influx of new ideas nnd tachniques with emphasis
placed on identifying problem areas and establishing a usable systsn to cope
with theso deficiencies,

e results of this effort, both in maintennnce and supply, has produced a
more ef factive system for the manngement of the Regiment's rescurces, Actual
detalls as to vhere these improvements were made will be discussed in the
remainder of this section,

(2) Supply and Maintenanee:
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: (a) Clnss I - Food: During the reporting period the Class I
resupply was cccomplished in much the same way as during the previous period,
All food stuffs wore through-put from long Binh to the 15th S&S Battalion
in Quzn loi by moeans of a daily convoy. Units then drew their raw rations
as well ags their "C's" and prepared them here at Quan loi for shipnent to
combat trains loczations in the field, This procedure was extremely suit-ble
to tho needs of the Regiment and no major problem arecs wers encountered,

Suggested areas of improvement: It was felt by many units that the dispos-
able food containers should be reintroduced into the supply system. Its
particular effectiveness becanes apparent when another unit becanes OPCON

to the Rogiment, With a shortnge of the mermite metal cons, 1t 1s not nlwrys
possible to supply another unit from our own resources, This p~rticul-rly
true of an infantry coupany., The disposcble mermite can offers two verv
practical solutions in that it serves as a container in which to keep food
hot, nnd it oliminates tho need for backhauling the empty motrl rmcormite c-ns,

(b) Class IT and VII - Clothing and Ma‘or End Items: No
najor problens were encountered in the area of Class II supnlies, A new policy
was estcblished for the replacement of clothing within USARV in that -~11
types of clothing become obtainable only on a direct exchnnge basis, This
produced some difficulties for units at first; howevor, the policy 1s now
accepted and scoms to bo working satisf-ctorily,

In tho Class VII category there nro still some difficulties with regard to
vehicle roplacencnt, Tho following vehicles are still short within the Reg-
iment and, although we hivoe roceived some relief on several of the items, wo
still ~re not artisfiod with the fill wo are getting:

Carrior Cargo 6-ton M58
Truck Cargo 5-ton M54A2
Truck, Utility {-ton Mi51A1

"~ " Flamethrower Sorvice Unit IM5E1 (Note: This i{tem is
no longer boing shipped to RVN units,)

The problams oncountored with the Self-propellazd Howitsor MIO9 has been zvsed
somewh1t and replocemont vehicles aro now available within depot stock., Units
are now changing ovor fram the MI06 Mortar Carrier to the Mi25 Morter Carrier,
Second Squadron, 11th ACR, has been completsly outfitted with the new weapon,
The 18t Squadron has 1lrandy drawn their 81mm mortars and ere now awaiting
the carriors,
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(¢) Class III - POL: Problems were encountercd with the
15th S&3 Bnttalion in that thuoy were unable to meet the needs of the Regimont
for certain critical items of POle. OE-30, OHC, ~nd LSA, In ordecr to solve
this problem onch squadron was asked to provide a listing of ~11 POL products
used and thoir wcokly expenditurcs. This information wng thon eonsolid-~ted
and 2 copy wns forwarded to the 3rd FSSE as n required stock~ge level for the
11th Armored C*vnh‘y Regirent, Since this action, no problers hzve been
encountered,

(d) CQlass IV - Construction and Barriour “ateri-l: Construc-
tion and borrier naterial, although in limited sunply, hos not becn 2 problem
during the post three months. A1l comm~nd controlled items, such as concer-
tint wire, chain link fence, nnd engincer st-kes, hnve been controlled -t Reg-
imental levol and, gonerally, all needs have been met., Recently, the Regi-ent .
was given an cllocation for all &i:11 size lumber and plywood, Requests for
these itoms cone through the Regimental S.4 »nd zre screcned for vrlidity,
Requests arc then sent to the MRE in Bien Ho~ for processing ~nd ship-ent,

This systen is functioning well and so far all reauests h~ve bean filled pro-pt-

lyn

(e) Class V - Ammunition: The short-ge of certain ~mmuni-
tion Atens presented o significant problem during the rerorting period, One
item, G900, Incendiary Grenade, was critlcally short, Assist-nce wns re-
quested fran II Field Force and additional quantities were m~de avail-~ble,
Another item, green bag propellant charges for the 155mm Howltzer proiectile,
were in continual short supply nt Quan loi, This resulted in several in.
stnces of stringent control on artillery fires, Continuous monitoring of the
stocknge levels at tho ASP enabled us to anticipate these problems nnd request
assistonce before they impaired our capabilities, Additionnl comnand emph-sis
on ASR controls ennbled the Rogiment to operate within its 'SR on -ost items
without mzjor difficulty,

(£). Aerial Resupply: The primary menns of resupply cone
tinued to be by ~ir, Fixed wing resupply w~s utilised to its m~rimum ¢ p~bil-
ity into all prim~ry log ports, ~nd then moved from the port by hook (CH-47)
or by overl.nd convoy,

Blade time continued to be 2 problem with the Regiment consistentlr over fly-
ing its nllottod tine of 15 hours, In order to cllevi~te this problem, 2 new
control systonm wos initdated. Essentinlly, each unit is given -~ block of

hours for each doy, instcad of 2 number of sorties, The burden is then plnced
on the unit to mcke the mrxdmum utilization of the aircraft in the time allot.
ted, So for, this progran has worked well and the problem seems to hrve been

. solved,
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(g) Maintenanco: During the cuarter, increased comri~nd
enph:sis rusultod in significant improvements in the effectivencss of the
Regiment's ncinten~nco program. An ugmentation to the S-4 section of an
additionil captein to handle tho delly administration of the m-int.nrnce
officor has allowecd the maintenance officer to devotc his tine and offort
toward thc inprovcrent of the mailntonance program, During Jronu-ry, nn ex-
tensive revicw of tho system wos completod. Tho problem arcss identified
were: lack of spocific, form~l maintenance stand-~rds; tho squadron's PLL's
are too l.rge ~nd do not apprear to be responsive to requirements; ~nd, the
TAERS system is not being utilized, Specific solutions -re being develored
and will be implcnentod during the next roporting period.

Repair perts supply has bocomo increasingly more critical during this period,
This shortoge hes included most nnjor assemblios and direct exch-nge ituws,

A 1ist of the most criticcl repair itens wos developed by e~ch of the sau~dw
rons znd consolidated at Regimental level, This 1list is presently being
checked cgninst 211 PLL's to identify thosc items thst -re critic-l through-
out the Rogiment and to insure that they are on valid requisition,

b, Medicgl:
(1) Significant disenses dinrgnosed during the quarter are -s

follows:

_ AD:IN RATE © PREVIOUS
DISEASE PER/1 , QUARTER _
Infectious Hepatitis 1.82 ' 2.Mm
M~larda. . 130,62 - 84,74
Dierrhea 9,06 ’ 35.34
Venereal 150,22 ’ " 157,47
Dernatologlcal 17,23 23,62

. (2) The most significnnt problem encountered during the cuarter
w~s the incrense in the number of eases of malaria within the 11th ACR, por-
ticnlarly the relntively high percentage of P. yiyax c-ses as compared to the
total mumber of ualaria cases, Admissions to USARV hospitals zlone were larger
than any other reportable c-tegory, including those hospitnlized as a result
of battle nction, )

The following nre ualaria statistics for the reportable period:
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November | 55 ) 17 31.
December 49 17 35
Jonuary 41 24 59

(3) At the request of the Cormanding Officer, 11th!lR, ~ survey
was madae of tho evacuation capacity of the medical platoons of e-ch seu-dron,
It wos found that the tank company of each soundron did not have an evncu~tion
track (4-113) for its company aidmen to conduct medical oper-tions, The lack
of a M-113 evacuation track often forced the companv ~idmen to ride inside or
on the outside of a tank during combat operations, In nddition, there 1s no
woy for the aidren to adequotely protect cnsualties from further in‘ury from
small arms fire, except to load the patient into an adjacent tank, often cre-
ating further complications, This problenm wns solved by obt~ining n M-113
evacuntion track for the tonk company on a 180 day temporar~ loan, which was
based on the "™ealth of the sick und injured troops" who were exposed to the
elenents of hostile fire, The nddition of this M-113 evacuntion traock to each
of the t~nk companies has reccived extremely favorable corments. It is recom-
mended that an ~dditional M-113 be added to the medical platoon, arrored cav-
alry squadron, fcr the tank company of that element in any future TOE chonges,

(4) Bvncuntion of tha injured br helicopter hos not recentlv been
a problem in the 11th ACR due to the excellent coverage provided by the Air
Ambulance Pl-toon, 15th Medical Battalion, 1st Cavalry Division (iM). However,
1t was noted thot when units were placed outside the operating area of the
15th Medical Battalion, there have been instances of considerable dels in
evacunting patients from alr ambulance units that operated strictly on a bnsis
of geogrophical oren coverage rather than assigned to cover specific units,

With the projected withdr-wal of trcop units, the 11th ACR will rrob-bly
operate independently of division units that lave orgnnic air ambul-nce support,
To meet this situstion, an air ambulance detachment should ve cunsidrred s

an augnentetion or integral part of the TOE of the 37th Medic-1 Comp-nv, 11th
Armored Cavalry Regiment, - : IR SRR :

6. (FOUO) PERSONMEL AND :DMINISTRATION:
a. Strength: The Regiment's overall strength picture is very good.
Our current aggregate strength is 4470, putting us at 99,87 of our authorized
strength, The Negiment 1s at 110% on officer strength. The following are
strength figures by month:
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f am AsD pr
P | wov e 4027 2
- ¢ W38 ws a7
JAN 444 4420 28
: Cosualties: i '
XA WHA MiA i) NBW
| | xR 12 129 0 4 18
DRD 9 82 0 7 )
JAN 6 64 0 1 20
b. M8 Shortages:
oS | AUTH ASGD PERCENTAGE
12 B Engineer 120 - 12 93,3
§ 13 B Artillery P n 61.1
? 316 Como Grtef . 2 17 7.2 |
31 B Raddo Moch 38 28 7.7 7
¢. Replgcenents: The over-ll quality of the Regiment's replaccments
18 good, Thcy seem %0 be more attentive and more enger to lenrn, The en-
viromment probebly has a lot to do with this attitude,
d. Awords and Decorgtions:
(1) Statistical Sumiary of US Awards: ;
! Modnl of Honor \ 1 2
I Distinguished Service Cross : 3
; Legion of Mordt ‘ : 4 1
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AVARD
Silver Star

Distinguished Flying Cross
Soldiers Medal

Broﬁse Star, Service

Alr Medal | _

Ay Cammandntion, Service
Bronse Star, Valor

 Mr Medal, Valor

Army Cotmerdatien, Valor

Statistical Sumary of Vietnrmese Awards:
APPROVED

ANARD

National Qrder of
RVN, 5th Class

Army Dist'd Service
Order, 2nd Class

Stoff Service
Modal, 1st Class

Gallentry Cross
wvith Paln

Gallantry Cross
with Gold Star

Gallontry Qrose
with Silwes Star

Gallantry Cross
vith Bronse Star
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2
10
3
233
135
753
186
15
137

2

65

83

PENDING
17

6
1
112
109
208
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AWARD APPROVED PENDING
I “Arned Forcas Honor , 27 19
Modal, 1st Class ~ o
Armed Forces Honor 9 15
Medal, 2nd “lesf
Civic Acti~ns Honor | 1 5
 Medal, 18t Class
Civie Acti.nis Ko~ 0 o 2 -
Medal, 2nd “.2se .
Armor Badg: 13 4
e. Mcintenancs of Tsciplines
(1) Courts-Martisl Status: ,
TRIED c CTION PENDING
General 0 Q 0
Special 21 18 1
Summary 0 0 o

~ (2) Offences:

8
%0
a1
%

108

109

13

121

134

ygy ARTICLE NO.  NO. TIMES CHARGED NO,_ G TVICTIONS
" .

1 2
4 2
10 ¢
3 2
1 ;
1 s
1 0
1 1
2 1
6 5

7., (FOUQ) PSYCHOLOGICAL OPERATITNS:

s. Generpl: The past three nonths have seen ° continuall™ effective

PSYOP's progran conducted by tha ogiment, Over tuo and & half nillion lexf-
and 135 houra of aerial broadenst missions flown,

1ets have beon dropped
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activity vithin the TACI,

b. Ralliers: ™o Chieu Hol Program received the largest smount of
asrial loudapeaker tice with leaflet and loudspeaker missions being flown ./
during and ofter every contact. A ground tactical mission waa conducted in
Wor Zone C during Operation Texas Traveler in late November, This was done
to detsmino the offectiveness of conducting Chieu Hoi broadecnsts from night
defensive positions, /Additionally, Chieu Hoi missions were flown on rll
intelligence mdasions, B

During the reporting period, the Regiment recelved three ralliers, This fig-
ure is low beccuse most ralliers have a fear of raliying to US units, It is
well to noto that during thls s~me period, Binh long Province is credited with

~ ovor 200 ralliers, A grent nony of these have stated that loudspeaker mise

sions and leaflots had a large impact on thelr decision to rally,

Incjdents: An extensive effort was m-~de to combat mining
1neidents on QL 13 in November nnd December with special le:lets and tapes
provided to stop the minings. This effort helped reduce the number of civ-
Slians injured and killed on the highway, This preved extremely valu-ble
oand resultad in one momber of the VC Mining Team rallying to the Regi~ont.

An attitude of cooperation has boen noted smong the population within the L0,
The continued input of information as to enemy units and locations of mines
and booby treps, as well ns the acceptance of GVN programs, reflects thelr
willingness 4o cooperate,

8, (FOUO) CIVIC ACTIMN:

a. General: Civic action activities during the quarter were centin-
ued at the increased rate reached during October. Through the joi.: effort
of the Regimental S-5, 37th Mediczl Company and 54ist Military Intelligence
Detachment, the Integrated Civic Actlon Program (ICAP) was expanded. Over
15,000 civilians received medical treatment and significant intelligence was
gained. The program was carried out in the An Loc and Loc Ninh Districts of
Binh .Long Province, and the Bo Duc District of Phuoc Long Province.

The Regimont was engaged in the joint project of construction of a d-~y room

for the Binh Long Provincial Hospital., The day room was completed in sarly

December, Othor civic action proiects consisted of bridge and road rep~ir,

distribution of foodstuffs, and the construction of playground equipment ~nd
the improvenant of achools,

b. Samoditdas Distributed:

Food 1,400 lbs,
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SOMCOITIES DISTRIBUTED-

Clothing
Honlth Items

325 1bs,
375 lvbs,
1050 1be,
75 sheets
2000 ba. ft,
25 gal,
400 1bs,

SECTION II . LESSONS LEARNED

| 1., (C) LESSONS LEARNED:
" a. Porsonnel: None,

b, Operztions:
(1) OBSERVATION:

EVALUATI ON:
mines to seep into the ground

There is a need for a nevw anti-mining device.

Over the years weather conditions have crused
rlong infrequently used troils and roads, The

depth of the mines mnkes thom undotectable to present day mine sweeping

devices,
several vehicles to paas over

RECOM\ENDATTON:

Becauso of the dopth and age of the mines, it is net uncommon for

them beforse they finally detonate,
Recommend that a new anti.mining device

be considered for developmont to counter the present problem,

) Q&;%L&II_%
engagements with VC/NVA forces,

EVALUATION: Whils being supported by another troop during o
contact, 2 troop comiander disengaged his entire troop to medivac his wounded,

Congtant pressure must be maintained during

This practioe con cguse supporting units to becoms extremely vulnsr-ble,

RECOM{ENDATION: Do not disengnge an entire troop to medivac
vounded,
N
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- (3) OBSERVATION: Recently, becnuse of a late sweeping operztion,
s undt establishad a hasty NDP during the hours of total darkness, No trip
flares or Claynores were sst out,

EVALUATION: This practice can cause NDP's to becore ex-
treansly vulnerable to eney sapper attacks,

QMPNDATION: Units pust assuie a solid defensive posture

uhemar eatabliahing NDP's,

(4) OBSFRVATION: Because sufficient time for maintenance to be

. conducted was not given prior to a squadron-sige roand march, eleven vehicles
" desveloped nechonical difficulties,

BVALUATION: If prior warning had been given, n concentrnted
' naintenance effort could have been lucted.

RECQ ON: : wiend, where tacticnlly feasible, thot
72 heurs of conocentrated i:udntenance ve the prerecuisite for evceasively long
squadron-size rocd narches,

(5) OBSERVATION: Basic skilla ars not used but nre still the
key to success,

EVALUATION: In armored cavalry units the basie skdills deron-
strated by the individual are still essentinl to achieve success,

. ATICN: Recomnend that basic skills be stressed
during all phcses of truin:lihg

6) w Aggressive and conatnnt patrolling keeps the
enenry off gunrd

‘:E Aggressivensss during patrolling keeps the eneuy
h'a: estnblishine positionsg and often pre-empts his planned attacks,

: RECGLFNDATION: Rscammend to continue aggressive and cone
stent patrolling, '

(7) OBSERVATION: AP's gre not effective 4f noise and light
discipline are not naintained, ,

EYALUATION: During the past quarter, the effoctiveneas of
acbush patrols has sufforsd from the lack of proper noise nnd light discipline,

BECGAENDATON: Recommend that the basic principles of me
bush patrols bo stressed in training,
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(8) OBSERVATION: Regional Forcee in demmd.

EVALUATION: Because of the progress of the RF inf-ntry com-
panies, squndron commancders now requeat more combined operations,

(9) OBSERVATION: Armored vehicles suffer from r-ndo mining.

EVALUATION: It has become quits common for tr-cks to be
loat wvhile busting jungle, Since it is not practic~l to mine sweep while
busting jungle, the VC/NVA randem mining tactics have been costly,

RECQLENDATION: There is a need for the developrent of a
track mountcd mine detector, :

(10) OBSERVATION: On 20 January 1970, a 10H was shot down ne~r
a large, opon linding sone, : . '

: EVALUATION: The normal procedure when sn'nireraft is shot
down is to scramble the Aero Rifle Platoon (ARP), If the IOH pilot had not
beon rescued herocically by a Cobra pilot, the Arp would have sprung an NV
embush, The goographicel setting in this instance should have made com-nders

susplcious,
e. Ircining: None,
d. Intelligonce:
(1) OBSERVATION: Increased enemy mining,

EVALUATION: Enemy mining incidents have sharply incrensed
during the quarter, and nt times mining was the only enemy initisted activit:r
directesd at the Regiment, Approximately one out of every three mining ine
cidents results in either casunlties or domage to 41lied equipment, The
individuals or groups responsible for the m:lne la,ying, except in r-re instmces,
gre un identified and unlocsted. -

RECOM FNDATION: Bmphasis should bs placed on more ef” ective
and frequent mine sweeping of ronds, ns well ns the Volunteer Informant Pro-
gram in order to idontify where the mines are and who is laying them, lbore |
dingted cmbush patrols should be used sines tanks and ACAV's are too noisy
for 8,

(2) OBSERVATION: Increased use of sappers,
IVALUATION: In recent months, saprer ~ttacks h-ve been on
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the increaso in III CTZ, In many c-ses, the enemy has been successful in
penotrating defensive porimetere, Prisonar interrogations ~ad docunont resd-
outs indiccto that the onemy is making a concerted cffort to train all, or At
least ~ portion, of its units in aapper and special action technioues,

RECO.Z{END:\TION: Comprehenaive training programs should be
initinted to troin personnel in the effective methods of countaering the sapper,

More effart should also be expendoed in forilfying semi-pernenent fire aupport
bases,

(3) OBSERVATION: Decrease in the number of prisoners and docu-
ments capturad,

LVALUATION: As ongogements with tho enemy decrease, so do
the number of prisoners and doowments captured, Since these are = primary
source of imnodintely exploitnble information, this void must be filled.

RECO CfENDATION: More emphneis should be placed on psycho-
logical operations, especially those orionted toward locel guerillas,

(4) OBSERVATION: Problems of visunlizing now arens of operation,
EVALUATION: A picture is worth a thousnd nops,
RZCOMENDATION: Continue the use of hand held aerial photo-

. graphy by tr~ined im-gery interpret-~tionporsonnel of the 541st MID to pro-

vide caonsndors with nore ronlistic views of terr~in, roads, and vill-ges,
(5) OBSERVATION: Enemy froedom of movement in border -re-s.

EVALUATION: AO Shortstop h-~s rarely stoprod or even curtailed
the movement of onexmy forcos along border nre~s in Binh long Province,

2SCATENDATION: Devices thnat restrict or might tond to re-

} ntr:lct enamy noveuent also restrict Allied movement elong the border, A0

Shortatop hos been proven not to be effective in limiting enexy movanent, In-
stead, it hes brought the border closer to the populated areas of Binh long
Province.

gad: OBSERVATION: Thore is insufficient he-vr eruiprant

.trmeporter enprbllity available to support the Regiment,

ALUATION: Throughout the reporting period, exten-
sive del-ys weroc enconntored in delivexy of replicemant vehicles -nd of corb-t
loss and n~intennnce owacodtion vehicles due to a lack of tr-nsporters, This
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SUBJECT: Operctional Report of 11th Amored Cavalry Regiment for Period
‘ Ending 31 January 1970 RCS CSFOR.65 (R1)

problem resulted in increasoed down tine on devdlined vehicles requiring DS
mintenance at long Binh and nenavailability of replacement vehicles to com-
bat units, Although all support units have cooperated to the naxinmum extent
posaible, it oppears that sufficient assets are just not available, This
problen has been presented to II Fleld Force, Vietnom, ,

{ENDATION: That thies problem be evaluated at 1st Logis.
tical Ccmnnd level to determine if the nost effective utilisation 1s being
made of existing assets and 1f opdditional transporters are required,

f. Sgnal: Kone,

g, Mediggl: None,

h. Boge Comp Doyelomment: Kone,
1, PSXOP/Givic Action:

(1) OBSERVATION: PSYOP in suprort of contacts are continuously
{neffective bacause the speaker aireraft are forced to work in and around
artdllery, gunships, and TAC Mr,

. ON: This creates an atmosphers of confusion and
enecy 8oldiars canrmt hear the full content of the ressage being brondc-st.

(N: That when the tactical situation pernits,
the PSICP effort be allowed a period of tine in which to broadeast the
nessage,

: CBSERVATION: Inoreased acourate intelligence is gathered
fren ICAP's, :

. -

ON: locel populnce gains the feeling of helpful.
ness Grth giving infornation and feela mors involved in GVN,

CN- ICAPYp lhould be conductod daily ot‘ a
scheduled bosis, HF, PF or ARVN pedical persomel should bs used where pos-
sible for the treatnent of cdvilians, On.the-job training can be given by
acconpanying US medical patennel,
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AVIC.WE
SUBJECT: Operational Repart of 11th Armored C

, 18 February 1970
avalry Regiment for Period

Ending 31 January 1970 RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

FOR THE COMMANDER:

* Nowiis . Bovs

4 Incl DOMINIC R, BONGIORNI
as 1LT, AGC
Incl 2 wd HQ, DA Assistent Adjutant

DISTRIBUTIQN:

ocM

CINC USARPAC

CG, USARV

CH, USARV

CG, II FFV

CG, 1st CAV DIV (AM)
USATS

USAARMS

USAARMC

Army War College
USACGSC

€O, 11th ACR

X0, 11th ACR

Staff, 11th ACR

€O, 1st Sqdn, 11th ACR
CO 2nd Sqdn, 11th ACR
CO 3rd Sqdn, 11th ACR
CO Air Cav Trp, 11th ACR
6 28th MiD, 11th ACR

it R R R T S S FUR IFR Y X J
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AVDAGI-DT (18 Feb 70) 1st Ind
SUBJLCT: Operational Report of 11th Armored Cavalry .iegiuent for Feriod

Ending 31 Jamary 1970 RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

DA, 1at Cavalry Division (umobile), ATTNs  ACofS, G3, APO San Francisco
96490 2D Maxr 70 '

T0t - Commanding General, II Fleld Force, ATTN: AVFBC-DRE-H, AFO San
Francisco 96266

This headquarters has reviewed and concurs with the Operational Rervort -
lessons Learned for the quarterly period ending 31 Jamary 1970 from the
11th Armored Cavelry Regiment. ’

Asst AG

FOR THE CCHMMAMDER:

CF:
DA ACSFOR
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AVFBC-FE (18 Peb 70) 2nd Ind
SUBJECTs COperational Resport of 11th Armored Cavelry Reglment for Perlod
Ending 31 Jemuvary 1970, RCS CSFCR-65 (R2)
DA, HQ II FPORCEV, APO San Franclsco 96266, 20 Mar 1970
THRUs Commending General, US Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC(DST), APD 96375
Commander-im-Chisf, U3 Arwy Pacific, ATTNs GPOP-DT, APO 96558

T0s Adeplstant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Dspartiment of the
Army, Washington, D.C. 20310

This beadguarters has reviewed and concurs with the Operational Rsport -
lessons learned of the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment for the period ending
31 January 1970,

FCR THE CCMMANDER3

Lawbﬂéy'f |
W. C. BARTEL JR

CPT, AGC
Asat AG
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AVHGC-DST (18 Feb 70) 3a Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment for Perlod

Ending 31 January 1970 RCS CSFOR-65 (Ri)
Headquarters, United States Ammy, Vietnam, APO San Francisco 96375 0 9 APR 1970

T0; Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GFQOP-DT,
AP0 96558 ‘

1. This headquarters has reviswed the Operational Report-Lezsons Learned
for the quarterly period ending 31 January 1970 from Headquartera, 11th
Armored Cavalry Regimsnt and concurs with the comments of 1lndorsing
headquarters.

v -

2, Comménts follows

a. (U) Reference itenm concerning "Cla&s VII Category™, page 23,
paragraph 5a(2)(b): A

(1) Reference Carrdler Cargo 6 Ton M548 and 5 Ton Serles Truck, page 23,
paragraph 5a(2)(b): nonconcur, Asseta are avallable; however, this unit has
no requisitions on the above items, Unit has been so advised,

(2) Reference Truck, Utllity, % Ton M151: concur. This headquarters
hac been advised future availability of truck, % ton M151 =eriles vehicle ia
contirgent upon AMC testing of the new M151A2 nodel, :

b, .(U) Refersnce itsm soncerning "Insufficient Maintenance Time", page
32, pardgraph 1b{4): concur, Sufficient naintenance time should be given
prior to a squadron-size road march., Houwever, there is no substitute for a
sound prganization maintenance program in order to maintain a high state of
combat readiness during the unpredictable situations encountered in RVH,
No action by USARPAC or DA recommended.

ce (C) Reference itenm concerning "Increased Use of Sappers”, page 33,
paragraph 14(2)s concur. "COSVH Resolution 9" Ancludes the statement that
sapper activity is to be used extensively in tactical operations. Frograme
to. train personnel In the effective nethods of countering the sapper chould
be encouraged. Iten hasg been extracted for consideration for inclusion in
the next issus of the USARY Combat Intelli-ence Lessons. Ho action by DA or
USABPAC is recommended.

4. (U) Reference item concerning "Problens of Visualizing New Areas of
Operztion”, pags 3%, paragraph 1d(4)s concur. The use of hand-held
photosraphy can be a valuable aild to the conmander. The primary advantase
of this program is the rapid reaction that can be provided to the commanders’
request, It must be remembered, however, that image interpreters do not
receive formal training in the operation of hand-held cameras, Therefore,
if image interpreterz are selected to perform this functlion, some OJT nmay
be required. Item has been extracted for conzideration for incluslon in
the next issue of the USARV Combat Intellipence Lessons., No action by DA oxr™

USARPAC is reconmended. 39 DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR ITERVALS;
. .- ' PECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
: COMFIDENTIAL : BOD BIR 520010
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wm-nsw (18 Fsd 70) 3d Ind
SUBJECT: Opsratlonsl Heport of tith Armored Cavalry Hagiment for Perled
~ Ending 31 January 1970 RCS CSFOB-65 (B1)

o (U) Befersice item concerning "Insufficient Heavy Ecuipment
Trensporter Capatility™, page 3, paragraph e: concur. There is a current
shortage of 50 Ton Semi‘railer transporters, This shortage iz expected to
continue untll Sep 70, Smeller capacity transporter trallers are not generally
in critical supply; however, no additlonal comment can be made zince this
roport does not allrenz specific types. Unit hag been so advised.

£. (¢) Befereace item concerning "Increased Accurste Intelligence 1=
Gathersd From ICAP's", page 35, paragraph 1(2): nonconcur. A policy of
conducting ICAF's r‘aily on a scheduled tasle would be a violation of CP3ZC.
It would be an open invitaticn to enemy units within the aree to coincide
a ground/artillery attack on an ares where the populace would congregate.

- Unloss tho ICAP tean travels by alr, the danger of enemy ambueh ig very
real, The eneny caa slso thresten the populace to stay away., In very
secure ayeas, little danger exists from regularly scheduled daily vieits,
In remoteo or zami-secure arsas, however, it is recommended that the notifi-
cation of an ICAP visit be disceninated by an aircraft with loudspeakers,

r approximately one hour btefore the arrivel of the team. No action by DA or
USARPAC is reconnmisl,

VOB THE COMMANTTH,

Cy furns
], II FFORCEY
11th ACR

£aslstdnt Adjutzat Genaral

TR | ; S 40
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GPOP-DT (18 PFeb 70) 4th Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, llth Armored €evelry Regiment for
Period Ending 31 Jsnuary :970, RCS CSFOR-65 (Rl)
|

HQ, US Army, Pecific, APO San Francisco 06558 992 APR 1870
1

: !
TO: Assiatent Chief of Steff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310
4

Tnhis headquarters concurs in subject! report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

| L?:jjiz:i;~“‘\\\

!41 CP?, 'AGO
i Asst AG
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CORFIDENTIAL

Annex A
ORGANIZATINAL STRUCTURE

11%h Ammored Cavalry Regimant

Headguarters and Headquarters Troop
Air Cavalry Troop
919tk Pngineer Company (Armorsd)
*#1.0th Maintenance Battalion
*506th Supply and Service Company
18t Detachment, Company B, 720th Military Police Battalion
5th Fleld Teem, Glmpany B, 6th PSYOP Battalion
Tth Army Postal Uni< S
17 th Public Information Dutachment
28th Military History Detachment
33rd Chemical Detactment
124th Ccmposite Support Maintenance Detachment
202nd Mliitary Intslligencs Detachment
398th Transportation Detachment
409th Radio Research Unit
418t Mlitary Intelligence Detachment

let Souadren

Headquarters and Headquarters Troop
4 Troop

B Troop

C Tyroop

D Campany

dowitszer Battary

ard_Squadron

Headquarters an’ Headquartsrs Troop
E Troop

F Troop

G Troop

H Ccmpeny

Howitszer Battery

Headquarters and Headouerters Troop
I Troop

K Troop

L Troop

¥ Compary

Howlitzer Battary

*Attached support unit
43
CONFIDENTIAL

Inct 1




CONFIDENTIAL

Amax C TASK ORGANIZATION

1. The 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment was OPCON to the 18t Cavalry Division
(AM) during the entire quarter,

2. Headquarters, 11th Armored Cavalry Regimnet:

a. During the reporting period the following major units were OPCON to the
11th ACR for the periods indicated:

for the

C.

UNIT

1/11 ACR

2/11 ACR

3/11 ACR

C/2-7 Cav

D/2.7 Cev

18t Co, 1/9 ARVN Regt

2nd Co, 1/9 ARVN Regt
D/1=5 Cav

HQ, 14th Co, 4/9 ARVN Regt

During the reporting period the following units were GS to the 11th AbR

period indicated:
IT

A/6m27 Aty
C/2-12 Arty
D/2-12 ety
C/2-13 ‘rty
0/6-27 Arty
Af1-21 Arty

During

PFRICD

1 Nov - 30 Jan
1 Nov - 31 Jan
24,-28 Nov
2428 Nov

45 Jan

45 Jan

7-17 Jan

8.9 Jan’

17=-29 Jan

PERIOD

1 Nov - pressnt
1 Nov - present
1 Nov - present
1 Nov - present
2 Jan - present
27-29 Jan

11th ACR from 3 December 1369 to 25 January 1970,

the reporting period the 984tih Engineer Company was DS to tha‘

!

3. HQ, 1st Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry Reziment: \
a., F/2/11 ACR was OPCON to 1/11 ACR from 8-9 November 1949, ]

b, The 1/11 ACR was not CPCCN to the 11th ACR from 30 January to the ena
of the reporiing period., During 4his time 1/11 ACR was OPCON to the 1st Bde,
18t Cavalry Division (AM) at Tay Ninh,

¢. The following organic troop/company sise units of 1/11 ACR were not
under its operetional control during the pericd indicated:

43
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C/1/11 ACR 46 ov 3,11 ACR

B/1/11 ACR 924 Nov 2,11 AR

¢/1/11 ACR 12-13 Nov 3,41 ACR

B/1/11 ACR 27 Nov - 20 Dec 3rd Bde, 18t Cav Div (A)
C/1/11 ACR 1330 Dec 3rd Bde, 1st Cav Div (A1)
D/1/11 ACR 5.31 Jan

191% Lt Inf Bde

d, Task Force ABE: Task Force ABE was a aspecinl task organization under
the operational control of the 1st Bde, 1st Cavalry Division (iM), A/1/11 ACR

end Command Group comprised Task Force ABE to secure the 501st Land Clenring

Company frem 13 to 30 Jaszuary.

4. HQ, 2nd Squadron, 11fth‘Arnored Cavalry Regirent:

a, During the indicated period the following troop/corpanv size units

were (DS) OPCON to the 2/11 ACR:
UNIT

B/1/11 ACR
B/1-12 Cav
D/1-12 Cav
1st Co, 1/9 ARVN Regt
2nd CO 1/9 ARVN Regt

D/1-5 Ce.v
924th Engr Co (DS)
C/1=5 ¢

3 Dec ~ 25 Jan
17 Jen - 29 Jan

b, The following troop/company size units were not undsr the operational

control of 2/11 ACR during the periods indic~ted:

OPCON TC

Wi ! PERICD
F/2/11 ACR 8-9 Nov 1/11 ACR

F/2/11 ACR 9 Nov - 19 Dec 3rd Bde, 1st Cav Div (AM)
G/2/11 ACR 2026 Dec 3rd Bde, 18t Cav Div (%)
E/2/11 ACR 26 Dec - 7 Jan 3rd Ble, 1st Cav Div (1)

5. HQ, 3rd Squsdron, 11th Armored Cavah-y Regivent:

o, The following units were OPCCN to 3/11 ACR during the periods

indicated:

UNIT PERIL®
¢/1/11 ACR 46 Nov
C/1/11 ACR 12-13 Nov
Cf2-7 Cav 2428 Nov

- Df2<7 Cav 24-28 Nov
HQ, 14th Co, 4/9 ARVYN Regt 8.9 Jen

Ydd
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b, The following organic troops/companies were not under the operatioral
control of 3/11 ACR during the periods indicated:

UNIT

1/3/11 ACR
1/3/11 ACR

3/11 ACR
1/3/91 ACR

PERICD

30 Cet - 12 Nov
19.22 Nov

15 Dec = 3 Jan
22 Jan - present

OPrON_T0

2nd Bde, 1st Cav Div (%)
3rd Bde, 18t Ca+ Div (i)
Div Arty, 1st Cav Div (1)
°rd Bde, 1st Cav Div (.M1)

NOTE: Tusk Force Bradin (27 Nov - 19 Dec 1969) was a specirl task orgrnization
conposed of B/1/11 ACR, F/2/11 ACR and a comnand group fron Reginentnl Herd-
quarters, It was under the operational control of the 3rd Bde, 1st Cavalrv
Division (.M) while conducting operations in the Bu Dop/Bo Duc nren.
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1. Sorties Flown:
MISSION
Cormand and Control
Troop Iift
Cargn
Casualty Bvacuation
Adnindstration
Reconnei ssance
Arnied Helicopter

2, Mmber Passengers:

ATRCRAFT PASSENGERS
OH-6A 5189
GH-6A4 117
UH-1H 15205

3. Tons Cargo:#

AIRCRACT JTONS_CARGO
OH-6A 1
G644 0
UH-1H 4

4, Hours Flown by Aircraft:

ATRCRAFT HOURS FLOWN
OB-64 218,
AH-1G 1257
CH-6AA 1954
UB-1H ‘ 3963
. *Estinates,

Incl &

ARMY AVIATION STATISTICAL SUMYARY

Oi64  OH-6AA  UR-1H AH-1G
3556 0 3533 1
1 0 545 0
29 0 25 0
13 0 10 0
2067 146 1626 0
465 701 611 231
0 801 0 736

Y6
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Regults of Pire:

VC/NVA KBA (BC)
Structures Dsstroysd
Structures Danaged
Aaxunition Expended:

BV DEC
Y 0
0 0
o 0

JAN I0TAL

216 216
Fy ) 27
20 20

SIE BOUNDS
7,62 117,885
2.75 Tob1d
40mm 5,263

AMrcraft Availability (% Operational Ready):

NV DEC  JAW
@64 89 91 89
UH~1H Q0 88 84
AH.1G 86 89 89

Mreraft Non.Operationsgl

AIRCRAFT NV DEC  gaN
.64 0.9 1.8 6
Y 0.2 0.6 4
AB-1G 2,5 3.4 3

Ready (Supply) :1

1Percent of hours downtine dus to supply,
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9. Aircraft Non.Operational Ready (Maintenance):> I/“SsﬂflLL),

a | AIRCRAFT NV DEC AN
| OH-6A 7.6 5.4 5
UH~1H 7.5 9.7 12
‘ ARG 9.2 6.4 g

2Percent of hours downtine due to maintenance,

-
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