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SECURITY
MARKING

The classified or limited status of this report applies
to each page, unless otherwise marked.
Separate page printouts MUST be marked accordingly.

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF
THE UNITED STATES WIFHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE LAWS, TITLE 18,
U.S.C., SECTIONS 793 AND 794. THE TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF
ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNLR TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON,'IS PROHIBITED BY
LAW.

NOTICE: When government or other drawings, specifications or other
data are used for any purpose other than in connection with a defi-
nitely related government procurement operation, the U.S. Government
thereby incurs no responsibility, nor any obligation whatsoever; and
the fact that the Government may have formulated, furnished, or in any
way supplied the said drawings, specifications, or other data is not
to be regarded by implication or otherwise as in any manner licensing
the holder or any other person or corporation, or conveying any rights
or permission to manufacture, use or sell any patented invention that
may in any way be related thereto.
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CONFIDENTIAL
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL.

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20310

IN REPLY REFER TO

AGDA (M) (14 Jul 70) FOR OT UT 702258 22 July 1970

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquarters, Company H

(RANGER), 75th Infantry, Period Ending 30 April 1970 (U)

SEE DISTRIBUTION

' ...'; .. , .:j i," i Lj~

1. Subject report is forwarded for review and evaluation in accordance

with paragraph 4b, AR 525-15. Information of actions initiated as a

result of subject report should be forwarded to ACSFOR OT UT within 90

S days of receipt of covering letter.

S 2. Information contained in this report is provided to insure appropriate

benefits in the future from lessons learned during current operatioris and

4 may be adapted for use in developing training material.

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY:

1 IncI RBR .L

as
Acting The Adjutant General

DISTRIBUTION:
Commanding Generals

US Continental Army Command
US Army Combat Developments Command

Commandants
US Army War College
US Army Command and General Staff College
US Army Combat Surveillance School
US Army Electronic Warfare School
US Army Field Artillery School
US Army Infantry School
US Army Institute for Military Assistance

Copies furnished:
Office, Chief of Staff, US Army
Deputy Chiefs of Staff
Chief of Research and Development Regraded unclassified when separated
Assistant Chiefs of Staff from classified Inclosure.

BEST AVAILABLE COPY CONFIDENTIAL
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DISTRIBUTION (Cont'd)
Chief of Engineers
Commanding General. III Corps, ATTN: Director, Project MASSTER
Commandant of the Marine Corps
Defense Documentation Center
USAF Project RAND

Commanding Officers
US Army Limited War Laboratory
US Army Logistics, Doctrine Systems & Readiness Agency
US Army Mobility Equipment Research & Development Center
Co H (RANGER), 75th Infantry
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CONFIDENTIAL

D'WARTI-.&T OF THI~ AtME:
CONPAZ4Y H (1XAGi(RdO 75Thl IiNvAwiM (IRBOHNE)

HELDQUARTRS, 1ST CP.VALRY DIVISION (AIRMOBILE)
APO San Francisco 96490

t, JDLR,.-I 15 MAY 1970

SUBJECTs Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Co H (RUGER), 75th Inf
(IMB), Period Ending 30 tpril 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)

Commanding General
1 at Cavalry Division (AM)
A TTN I "VD;JGT-DT
APO US Forces 96490

1. (C) Onerations: Siaificant A.ctivities

a, During the reporting period, Company H (RANGER) continued to

provide long range reconnaissance and surveillance for the I at Cavalry

Division (1M). Ranger patrols continued to be deployed according to current

onemy activity with emphasis being placed on the recovery of documents and

positive identification of enemy routes of movement. During this reporting

period, Company H (RANGER) employed 95 patrols, of which 47 rAde sightings

of enemy personnel, resulting in 20 onagewonte and 6 VC/NVA KIA.

b. The Dong Tien operations with the LHVN Airborne Division, began

in December 1969, ended on 22 4ril 1970. Under the program, selected mem-

bers of the ARVN Airborne Recon Company wore trained by H Company (RAN R)

in methods and techniques of US LR's. The program proved to be very sue-

cossful.

c. During the repcrting period three changes in key personnel were

experienced. Captain William S. Carier II replaced Captain Richard K.

Griffiths as Corrtnding Officer, ILT John H. Armstrong replaced Captain

Lrthur A. Rico as Executive Officer, 2LT Zohn R. Rowland bece a 3atoon

Lertdor..

d. On 07 February Ranger Team 43 s opemting in the 2nd Brigdo

FOR OT UT SOWUA AT 3 TIAN INMRVALS;
702258 CONFIDENTIAL CLASSV AFTR 12 TIARS
Inclosure 1 N*S2UJO



C ON FIDENT IAL

SWJJZ C 4M OO -*~u~oaJ =t~ t tow i'VAeU:: 1 *rio i~dn, 1Z., 1970

1i..The area shoved heavy rectnt use. Thc tesa set ir; in an az.-bush position

at -,u 5551C65 at 1745 hours. Dy 1940 hours a total. of twenty ar.xe-i individuals

vearing greea uxiiforras had .2ovcd pAst the anibish losition. 1-t 1944 hours

approiztely 30 individuals with bicycles stopped on the trail in front

of the tma..' location. The -patrol detonated thL aabusb and engaged with

saUl arin fire and hand grenades, receiving salla avia fire frou the fleeing

o=7r~. ;.t 2005 hours ien requested '-L'Ll and nighthawk aircraft arrived on

station, the tean- adjusted the suiiportin[; fire on suirected er7 locations,

a~d observed one secoadary explosion. A check of the contact area revealed

five NWA KIA, six bicycles, twelve 220 pound bags of rice, one SXS, arnd a

significant anit of eneM' equipment captured. At 2C55 hours the tean was

extracted by C 1/9, after which an air strike was -laced on the contact

area,

e. On 170945 ?ebruary, vbilc ir. trn overnight halt osturGe in the

2nd Blrigade X~, vicinity of ill 2202L2, .ikanger Teci 45 observed t.-irty indiv-

iduals ijve past its location. Twenty, of the individuals were ar-ned. with

Zt.K-71s and ton were carrying large rucksacks. :'t 1035 hours 2nd ..rigade

Scouts arrived orn station and engaged the individuals approidLrttely two 1Oh

frou~ the teen~s location. 2nd Brigade Scouts continued to engage the enez'

as a total of eight-three individuals had passed by the teawis location.

2nd Brigaide Scouts, ;RL, ard ghthavk continuously monitoring the asrroundinE

are. and re~pnding to ground-to-mr fire acoounUt&d for forty-fivL OaeIr

K,14 The Alanger Temi did not engage the area.

f. H~anger l atrol 52 was performing reconnaissance and surveillance

of Its assigned area In the 3rd Brigade area. The patrol established an

overnicht halt at 091630 harch at nU W6164. At 1_1'OO hours the Ass1istant
CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

SU=JfCT: Oerational Report for Quartcrl:, ieriod ndinc 30 4:.ril 1970

Patrol Leader went into convulsions nd the team leader iiMediately re-

quested a Ihedexac. At 1825 hours the Mcdevac aircraft arrived on station.

at the pilots request the teari marked its position with mnoke, thereby

cougromising its location. ..fter the .TL was extracted by jungle p-cnetrator,

a lift ship fron C 1/9 arrived on station to extract the reunining temi

incubers. A sit down i Z was not available and the aircraft corzander infornred

the team that they would have to be extractod by jungle penetrator. At

1930 hours as the last two nembers of the tea; i were raised to the aircraft

oae :ieriber of the tea" lost his grip and fell a :roxinately 125 feet to his

death.

g. On 111630 11rch 2anger Patrol 71 established an overniGht halt

to rnitor a trail and several bunkers, in the vicinity of YT 0375,. in the

3rd Brigade "Q. At 1830 hours the patrol observed one individual staggering

down the trail in front of their location. The patrol engaged the individual

with small arms fire resulting in one ona y NIL.. A search of the contact area

revealed in addition to the one enarT KY, one SKS, one AK-47, and a sign-

ificant amount of ene ' equipuent.

h. Rangor Tean 72 was monitoring a trail in the 2nd Brigade AI

vicinity YU 493473 on 301350 March. ,.t that tiie the tean observed six

individuals move past their location and engaged thvi with cle-nore mines

and small artis fire, receiving heavy &all arus fire in return. The teau

loadir adjusted ARLA onto the contact area. A chock of the contact area

produied three NVA KIA, three AK-47s, two ruc!eacks, and a sizeable anwunt

of perso lr, equipment. As the extraction uhip arrived on station tho LO:" of

CONFIDENTIAL
INCL 3



CONFIDENTIAL
SU3.JECTI Opoerltional Report for Quarterly "'iril Ed~in, 30 '+ril 1970

the Pink Te repoted novqmt 01o0o e 1in an te 1-z M 1 a id4w.. The

oxtraction aircraft fro: C 1/9 hovOreC down though the truca whore the

tc and oapturod oquij::cnt wcro add o.. board. Duo to the uxcessivo

CMrOs weight of the arrcraft, the aircraft comrnider order the capturad

Lqui:uont to be Jottisoned. This sufficiently reduced the aircraft w'!.ht

allowing the ship tc safely cooplto the crtraction. Tho euir gear was

later recovered by an aircraft fron C 1/9.

i. On 01 .4ril, A:nCur Patrol 55 at LTid XU 950122, while ixnitoring

a northwest-southoaat trail obscrved 12 individuals noving to the northwest.

The individuals were weering greon uniforns, and NVA chest w6b-gear, and

earried -4-47s. Six individuals were oarring mll packs. ;U thu indiv-

iduals had fresh haircuts and now uniforna. At 1555 hours, while imnitoring

the sane trail, the teae observed one individual moving to the southeast

carrying an LZ-47 and wearing chest web-gear and a green uniform. The teen

ungagod the suspected nemy location with &,illory. On 02 AFril, at 0700

hours, tho patrol observed four individuals wovine to the southoast on the

trail with one individual erryin[ an 1.-16, US typo web-gear, and fragnn-

tation cronados. The remunning were carryine LK-47s, chest wrb-gear, and

zxdorate sis packs. Lt 1640 hours, tho patrol loandr, nic, and rear scout,

while moving out to reeanouflage claymore zdines, received orn. fra tntation

grenade which came from bushes on the opposite side of the trail. The grenade

did not detonate. The patrol leader immediately picked up the grenade and

thiew it back toward the point from which it came. Shortly thereafter, the

grenade exploded. The patrol engaged the area with small arms fire and received

small arms fire in return. The patrol continued to suppress the contact area

4
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SUDJECT: Operational Report for Quartorly Period Lndinu 30 1-ril 1970

with small arms fire until 1645 louru, whog B 1/9 Air Cay and 2/20 ARA arrived

on station. The 2/20 AlR. suppressed tho contact area until 1703 hours, at

which time B 1/9 Air Cav requctod that the patrol movo to tho rZ without

chccking the contact arza due to a low POL supply on the helicopter. The

patrcl then moved east and was extracted by B 1/9 ;ir Cav at 1715 hours.

J. On 25 :April Iinger Patrol 71 at YU 361351, while rnonitoring a

north-south trai, heard two signal shots. at 1550 hours. 200 roters to the

east. At 1600 hours, tho patrol heard i-ov(.ont 50 meters to the south and

west. At 1605 hours, a light fire team arrived on station and engaged one

individual 500 neters northeast of the teaus location. The light fire team

thon spotted and engaged two individuals 100 noters southeast of the patrol.

At 1615 hours, the patrol bcgan moving northvot when the rear scout spotted

and ongaeod one individual 30 uters to the southwest. The oneW evaded to

the southwest leaving a heavy blood trail. The light fire toan spotted and

ongaeod tho same individual in a fighting position 40 meters to the southwest.

-t 1645 hours, the light fire tean spotted and engaged one more individual

50 moters to the northwest who was lying prone on the trail. At 1700 hours,

the patrol moved northeast 200 moters to YU 363353, where they were extracted

ty a 2 27th Assault Helicopter Battalion Coi-cind and Control ship.

2. (C) Lessons Learned: Coniandor t s Observation.Evaluation .and Recorxndatiog

a. Prne None

b. I None

c., OrAtis Tactics of the aenr

(1) OBSZW-T0MN: When a RanCer team observes a large cneW foroo,

the team leador will oall for artillcry and/or AU/tiak Tean

ooverage. Aftor the ero:Q, has bcon onaaged by aipporting fires,

CONFIDENTIAL
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SUWmECTs Operational Aeport for Quarterly Perio Ending 3c :pril 1970

it often diheteho e a seaerbing forco to aerk out th. eource

of fire adjuetnent, to this case, the Magor teoa.

(2) ZV'1tITI0Ns The en= has a basic underst=CU;-,. of the toct ca

and hnbits of the itner-typ, units. He raaliz.s that if mudden-

ly he beconc a the target of adjusted artillery or AM fires

while he Is under jungle canopy, sccure fron: acrial obscrvation,

0,.iona mat be adjuatin- txco firus. T"h countxr-n~asurc

which he of.cn irpluys, is to tacktra-ck alone the traveled

route to sock out 'i3 lhi&.Ln Un;L.-. This rocon party either

physically searches tho area adjacent to the traveled route

or roconu3.t by fir%

(3) BECOMDLTION: 'iangor teams xi.st be particularly alert when

covertly adjusting supiorting fires on an observed enerW force.

Should an eve:' rocon Llencnt begin to search for the teoa

position, the Ranger tcem . :lnot take care not tc - -aturely

compronise its location by firing at a distant eno which

itself is sily reconning by fire.

d. O None

o. aLL : None

f. LodJc: Nona

C*. Ootnxnications:

(1) OBSER1VWMONs Lack of zatisfactory co=ications with tens

in the field is a najor problwn for this coimand.

(2) EV.LU..TION: The planning ranee for an ."J/RC 25 or AN/z- 77

radio is 10-12 4,. Our Ranzcr toama consietently operate at

ranges far in excess of these figures fro either of the mountain

rulays. Uthouh desirable, voice eommication is not ossential.

6 CONFIDENTIAL

/



CONFIDENTIAL

SU12tCT: OPorati.anal Aspeo1-t for -auctcrly I orio,:rd~ng 3( .- il 197c0

H CotaW ("M) unac IL sound1 ojee of 0qtah hmake Uo

coo.-unicato when dtancUS are CTUt uILan voic , coiz" is

ixi-oasi~. flowever, oftcn ti-a,5 r-aLo beco-icoc 00roat that

ovon squelcl. breaks arc not of foctive. Wbun thic happona, RrnE&Lr

tat4za acmnot rc:.zin in tIL area. In practice, cnirbornc rc-

lays at a nearby firc basc is possible on ocrsion; hcvc'L,

dum to a ehrtfto of a-ircraft an~d : Irjeer per&Qunul, it is

scido.. - ractical.

(3) RECCIMID-TIONt Thin c(,: -JanL: should bu vujpiid with a

portablc r"' c, at with a planning range of 20-25 l. This

DAdditional plaznning ran'-L would reatly onhnxscc, the capability

of Cc-ziny i ~i)to pcorfor.i its assigned asi8Sof.

h. Matorial: None-

i. Mors Safeaty noasuarea for the Lxtraction by Junglfe Pouctrator.

(1) OD5EW14.TION: '. iuber :)f this eo::.Xc2 fell to 1-is duatb while

boifl- extrcactee from a field location by jun&1le pcnotrator.

.safe, fool-proof tmthod of socurinC tho riceor to tho jungle

ponetrator rig %rO-s deozL.2 fleCossaiy.

(2) EW-1UATI ON: Thu bulk of n. full ruckmnex prcvents a. i~ner fron

using the safety strap or~anic to a juncle )antrator. In

addition, the weight cf the equipaont vorn(rucksac1: and 1onid

bearing cquilment) tond fi to pull the rAn backward~ off the scat

of the JungLe2 ,enetrc-tor.

(3) RECK*ND-*TIU'1i Mon ri"dinE the jungle pfe-notrcator will not

earry or worar uquipigcnt; it wil1, inwtc-'zd, bL loshW4 to a "U"

7
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,SUZJELCTt Oprationa-l ilaport for Quarterly ;criod Ending 30 .j+ril 1970

bolt welded to th,; pon.,Avab. r t "%'t huciz riiXr w U i

bin sling rope anuggly around his chest securinC it with a

mquaro knot and half-hitches. iida anaplink will then be cattcchc31

to the boeu rore end and ')- scurcI' to thc ponctratsr cable.

In this r7ar thL ride-r will be 5antely tiod to thL > cnstratol',

in ease he inadvertently fals. This safety necasurc is ,ro-

sontly SC* for extraction of ha-nger tocans by Junglo pontrctor.

/ILI1 . r1=1A I

Captain, Infantry

CONFIDENTIAL



AVDAGT.-DT (15 Ma~Y 70) Ict IrA.

S1BJECT: Operational Reoport - Leasoni Loarnod, Co 11 (aAWhTiI), 75th Inf
(ABN), Poriod Ending 30 April 1970, ROBCS FVR-65 0n2)

Di Xaadquartors, let Cavalry Division (Airmobilo), APO S~m Phrtcoco
96490

19 ma~y 1970
Toi Coanding General, II Fiold Forco, ITZL: .AVFBC-IlE-H, LPO San

Pxancisco 96266

This headquarters huas reviewed andi concure with the 0perr-icnal. Rle.Ort
Lessons laned for the qurterly period ending 30 APril 1970 £-rii Co 11
(R-Ma.M), 75th Infantry (~IMT).

FO T CO0?~MER:

XMZ1TH R.* SWAI
OPT, AGC
kAnt .G



CONFIDENTIAL

AVFeBC-.RE (i5 May 70) 2d Imd
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Company H (Ranger), 75th

Infan (Airborne), Period Biding 30 April 1970, RCS: CSFO1-65
(Rt2) (

DA, HQ, II FFORCVj, APO San Francisco 96266 1 JUN 1970

THRUt Commanding General, US Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC (DST), APO 96375

Commader-In-Chief, US Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT, APO 96558

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

1.. (U) This headquarters has reviewed and concurs with the Operational
Report - Lessons Iearned for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1970
from Company H (Ranger), 75th Infantry (Airborne).

2. (C) Reference item concerning "lack of Satisfactory Cormitunications",
page 6, paragraph 2g. Ten radio sets, AN/PRC 74B, with AMJ voice capability
of approximately 50 miles and CW capability of approximately 300 miles,
have been authorized by !Z0E 7-157 GP02, dated 5 March 1970. Reporting unit
has been notified of the authorization for the radio sets and will submit
a requisition. Pending receipt of these radios through normal supply
channels, the unit has made arrangements to procure, on a temporary loan,
six radio sets, AN/PRO 74B, for field testingg No further action is required
by this or higher headquarters.

FOR THE COMMANDR:

W. C. B ' ITEL,)~

CPT, AGC
A, AG

CFs
CG, 1st Cay Div (AM)
C0, Co H (Rgr), 75th Inf

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIII AFTER 12 YEARS.

NO0 N 5200.10
10
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AVHGC-DST (15 Y 70) 3d Ind
SUBJUCTo Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Co H (RANGER), 75th Itf

(AuPeriod Ending 30 April 1970, RCS WFVR-65 (112)

HSADQUARTUS, UNITE STT ARMY, YUMA, APO San Francisco 96375 On.,.

TO& Comander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN. GPC-DT,
AP0 96558

1. This heeaduarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lssaons Learned
for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1970 from Headquarters, Co H
(RANGER), 75th Inf (Abn) and concurs with the comments of inuorsing head-
quarters.

2. Reference item concerning "Jungle Penetrator," page 7, para 21; concur.
To expedite the proposed modification, the unit is submitting an IR.
II Field Force is monitoring this action.

FOR THE COMMNDR,

Aswai' .44suianj Jr.

CFj

Co H (RANGE), 75th Inf (Ab)
HQ, IIffV, APO) 96266



GPOP-DT (15 May 70) 4th Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, Co H (Ranger), 75th Infantry (Abn)

for period ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 I JUL70

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, te'artment of the
Army, Washington, D C. 20310

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEFl

D.D. olInI

£LT, AC
Alat AG

12
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Security Classification

s*CNICeai~eaio~ggj~hd;DOCUMENT CONTROV DAT4r-~ R & D 'Mh~op.g

CONFIDENTIAL
HQ, OACSFOR, DA, Whiton, D.C. 20310 21b. GROUP

a. mawONT TILE

Operational Report - Lessons Learned, HQ, Company H (RANGER), 75th Infantry

14. OESCNIPTIve NOTES (Ty'pe of repel ad 'nclusivo date*)

,6eriences of unit enpaged in counterinsurstency overations. 1 Feb 70 to 30 Apr70
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CO, Company H (RANGER), 75th Infantry
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13. AGSTRACT
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