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The classified or limited status of this report applies
to each page, unless otherwise marked.
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THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF
THE UNITED STATCS WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE LAWS, TITLE 18,
U.5.C., SECTIONS 793 AND 794. THE TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF
ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON<IS PROHIBITED BY

LAW.

NOTICE:; When government or other drawings, specifications or other
data are used for any purpose other than in connection with a defi-
nitely related government procurement operation, the U.S, Government
thereby incurc no responsibility, nor any obligation whatsoever; and
the fact that the Government may have formulated, furnished, or in any
way supplied the said drawings, specifications, or other data is not
to be regarded by implication or otherwise as in any manner licensing
the holder or any other person or corporation, or conveying any rights
or permission to manufacture, use or sell any patented invention that
may in any way be related thereto,
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CONFIDENTIAL
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310

IN REPLY REFER TO

AGDA (M) (14 Jul 70) FOR OT UT 702258 . 22 July 1970

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquarters, Company H
(RANGER), 75th Infantry, Period Ending 30 April 1970 (U)

SEE DISTRIBUTION e

1. Subject report is forwarded for review and evaluation in accordance
with paragraph 4b, AR 525-15. Information of actions initiated as a
result of subject report should be forwarded to ACSFOR OT UT within 90
days of receipt of covering letter.

2. Information contained in this report is provided to insure appropriate
benefits in the future from lessons learned during current operations and
may be adapted for use in developing training material.

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY:

l Incl ROBERT E, L
as Colonel,

Acting The Adjutant General
DISTRIBUTION:

Commanding Generals
US Continental Army Command
US Army Combat Developments Command e
Commandants r {:} pre
US Army War College o ST

US Army Command and General Staff College Lo ‘iffjf:;ﬂ;T

US Army Combat Surveillance School .
US Army Electronic Warfare School A o)
US Army Field Artillery School

US Army Infantry School

US Army Institute for Military Assistance

Copies furnished:
Office, Chief of Staff, US Army
Deputy Chiefs of Staff

Chief of Research and Development Regraded unclassified when separated
Assistant Chiefs of Staff from classified inclosure.

BEST AVAILABLE COPY CONFIDENTIAL

-----



CONFIDENTIAL

DISTRIBUTION (Cont'd)

Chief of Engineers

Commanding General, II1 Corps, ATTN: Director, Project MASSTER

Commandant of the Marine Corps

Defense Documentation Center

USAF Project RAND

Commanding Officers
US Army Limited War Lahoratory
US Army Logistics, Doctrine Systems & Readiness Agency
US Army Mobitity Equipment Research & Development Center
Co H (RANGER), 75th Infantry
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CONFIDENTIAL

|  INPARTMENWT OF THE ARMT
COMPANY H (WANGER), 75TH INFANTLY (/IRBORNE)
HEADQUARTERS, 1ST CAVALRY DIVISION (AIRMOBILE)
AP0 San Francisco 96490
INDiLR-RP 15 MAY 1970

SUBJECT: Operatiorel Report - Lessons Learned, Co H (RANGER), 75th Inf
(4iBN), Period Ending 30 ZApril 1970, KCS CSFOR-65 (R2)

Commanding General

1st Cavalry Division (AM)
£TTNs  ZAVD.GT-DT

AFO US Forces 96490

1. (C erationss Significant /ctivities

a, During the reporting period, Company H (RANGER) continued to
provide long range roconnaissance end surveillance for the 1et Cavalry
Division (IM). Ronger potrols continued to be deployed eccording to current
onemy activity with emphasis being plccod on the recovery of documents and
positive identification of enemy routes of movemont., During this reporting
period, Company H (RANGER) employed 95 patrols, of which 47 made sightings
of enemy personnel, resulting in 20 engogenonts and 6 VC/NVA KI,

b, The Dong Tien operations with the IHVN /firborne Division, began
in December 1969, ended on 22 April 1970, Under the program, selccted nem=
bers of the 4AVN fdrborne Recon Company were treined by H Conmpeny (RANGER)
in nethods and techniques of US LRilP's. The progran proved to bo very suc-
cessful,

¢+ During the repcrting period threc changes in key personnel were
experienced. Captoin Williun S. Carrier III replaced Captain Richard K.
Griffiths as Cermending Officer, 1LT John H, :“.:"m'brong replecod Captain
irthur A, Rico as Executive Cfficor, 2LT John R, Rowland bocamo a 7latoon
Lot.éor,,

de On 07 Fobruary Ranger Teom 43 wos opeorating in the 2nd 3rigade

FOR OT UT DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
702258 CDNHDEN"M DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
Inclosure 1 00D DR 5200.10



CONFIDENTIAL

AVD.Lubaid
SUSEST: Creveticnsl .e ort for 'uarberly ieried .adins 2C ., xid 1970
&i. The aree showed hesvy recent use. The tea: set u; in an a:bush position
at U 555165 at 1745 hours. Dy 1540 hours & total of twenty ar.ied individuals
vearing green uniforns had uoved past the anbush yosition, 4t 1944 houra
approxinately 30 individuals with bicycles stopped on the treil in fromt
of the tea.'s location, The patrol detonsted the ackush and engaged with
suall aras fire and hand grenades, receiving small arms fire from the fleeing
enery. ~t 2005 hours wien requested .t and nighthawk aireraft arrived on
station, the tean adjusted the supporting fire on suspected enery locations,
a::d observed one secondary explosion. 4 check of the contect area revealed
five NVA K14, six bicycles, twelve 220 pound bags of rice, one SXS, and a
significant amount of enemy equipment captured. At 2055 hours the tean was
extracted by C 1/S, after which an air strike was placed on the contact
area,

e. C(n 170945 february, wiilc ir. cn overnight halt _osture in the
2ud Drigede a0, vielnity of U 220202, .eager Tem1 45 observed tidrty indiv-
iduals 10ve past its location. Twenty of the individuals werc ared with
+K=47'8 803 ten vere carrying large rucksacks. /t 1035 hours 2nd Jrigede
Scouts errived on station and engeged the individuals approxinately two K
froa the tesms locatlon, 2nd Brigede Scouts continued to engege the enemy
as 2 total of eight-three individuals had pessed by the teans location.
2nd Drigade Scouts, ~RL, and nighthawk contimicualy ronitoring the surrounding
aref and responding to ground-to-oir fire accountud. for forty=fivc enery
Kd.. The danger Tean did not engege the area,

f. Ranger iatrol 52 was performing reconnsissance and survelllance
of 1ts assigned arcd in the 2rd Brigode aren, The patrol established an
ovornight halt at 091630 harch at XU SC6164. at 1200 hours the /ssistant

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL
AVDALR=RF
SULJLCT: Ol)era.tiona.; Report for Quarterly reriod Inding 30 ijrii 1670
Patrol Leader went into convulsions and the team leader imiediately re-
quested a hedevuc. ~t 1625 hours the Mccevec aircraft arrived on station.
at the pilots request the tean nmarked its position with smoke, thereby
coupronising its locatlon, .fter the ~TL was extracted by jungle penetrator,
a 14ft ship fron C 1/G arrived on station to extract the rensining tean
acubers. & 8lt down 1Z was not available and the tircraft cormender inforned
the tean that tlhey would have to be extractod by Jungle venetrator. /it
1630 hours as the last two iembers of the teail were raised to the aircraft
one :ember of the tes lost his grip and fell ancroximately 125 feet to his
deeth.

g. On 111630 liarch langer Patrol 71 established an overnight halt
to ionitor a trail and several bLunkers, in the viecinity of IT 037¢5C, in the
3rd BErigade .U, it 1630 hours the patrol observed one individucl steggering
down the trail in front of their location. The patrol engaged the individual
with small arms fire resulting in one enc yr KI.i. A search of the contact area
revetled in addition to the one enery ki/, onc SK5, one AK-47, and a sign-
ificant amount of exﬁénw equipnent.

h. Hanger Tean 72 was monitoring a trall in the 2nd Brigade .0
vicinity YU 493473 on 301350 March. .t that ti'e the tean observed six
individuals move past their location and c¢ngaged the:n with cleymore mines
and small arms fire, receiving heuvy s1all arus fire in return. the tean
lcedar edjusted Al onto the contect arca. A chock of the contoct area
produced three NVA KIA, throe AK-478, two rucksacks, and a sizeablo anount

of peraonrisl ecuipment, 4As the extraction shiy arrived on station the LOL of

CONFIDENTIAL

INCL 3




VDI LR-HP CONFIDENTIAL

SUSJECT: Oporutional Report fur Quartsrly "aricd Eadinz 30 .guril 1970
the Pink Teen Teported rovenent closing in on the F2 fron: 81l sides, The
oxtraction aireraft frou C 1/9 lovered cdown through thc trecs whore the
tc and ecptured equipcicnt were loadld on Loard. Due to the uxcessive
rroes vwolght of the alreraft, the aireraft cowmander orderd! the copturod
cquiraont to be jottisoned. This sufficiently reduced the aireroft wo’ght
cllowing the ship tc safely coiplote tho cxtroaction. Tho cneiy gear wos
later recovered by an aireraft frou C 1/6,

1. On 01 .pril, ioaper Fotrol 55 ot prid XU 950122, while wonitoring
o northwest-southoast troil obscrved 12 individuels noving to the northwest,
The individunle were wcering greon uniforne, and NVA chost web-gocr, and
onrried iK-478. 8ix individuals were carrying smell packs. .1l the indive
iducle hed freah heircuts and new uniforms. it 1555 hours, while onitoring
the sane trail, the tefu observl ono individual poving to the southcest
corrying an iK-47 and wearing chest weh-gofr and a green uniform, The tean
ongegod the suspected cnemy locction with astillory., On 02 April, ot 0700
hours, tho patrol observed four indivicdunls moving to the southeast on the
trail with one individual coarrying on li-16, US typc webegear, ond fragncne
tation grensdos, The reonlning were currying LK-4i7s, chest wob-geor, and
cdorato sigo packs. it 1640 hours, the potrol loadcr, ncdie, and rear scout,
while moving cut to recancuflage claymore nines, roceived one frognentation
grenade which came from bushes on the opposite side of the trail. The grenade
did not detonate. The patrol leader immediately picked up the grenade and
thiew it back toward the point from which it came. Shortly thereafter, the
grenade exploded. The patrol engaged the area with small arms fire and received

small arms fire in return. The patrol continued to suppress the contact area

4
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CONFIDENTIAL

<VD.LR-RF
SUBJECT: Oporetional Report for Quartorly Period inding 30 ipril 1970

with amanll arms fire until 1645 kouru, whon B 1/9 Air Cav and 2/20 ARA errived
on station. The 2/20 AR\ suppressed tha contact area until 1703 hours, at
which tine B 1/9 iir Cav requcsted that the patrol movo to tho TZ without
checking the contact araa due to & low POL supply on the helicopter. The
patrcl then moved cast and was extracted by B 1/9 [dr Cav at 1715 hours.
jo On 25 ipril Ranger Fatrol 71 at YU 361351, while nonitoring a
north-south traeil, heard two signal shots at 1550 hours. 200 neters to the
east, Lt 1600 hours, tho jatrol heard moveacnt 50 neters to the south end
west. 4t 1605 hours, o light fire tean arrived on station ond engaged one
individual 500 neters northeast of the teans locaticn. The licht fire tean
then spotted and ongeged two individuals 100 neters southeast of the patrol.
4t 1615 hours, the potrol begen nmoving northwost vwhon the rear scout spotted
and ongogod ono individunl 30 uocters to the southwest. The enery oveded to
the southwest leaving o heavy blood trail. The light firc toan spotted and
engtged tho sane individual in e fighting oosition 40 netera to tho southwest.
.t 1645 hours, the 1light fire tean spotted and engaged one more individual
50 noters to the northwost who was lying prone on tho trail. it 1700 hours,
the patrol moved northoast 200 noters to YU 363353, whero they were extracted
ty a’27th lascult Hol:l.oopfer Battalion Cormiand and Coatrol ship.
2, (c)
a. Persgonnel: lNono
b. Intelligercet None
¢ Querofdonns Jactlcg of the enexy
(1) OBSERV.TIONs When o Ranger tesm observes & large cneny forco,
the tean leﬂw will ocall for ortillery and/or ARA/Pink Toan
covorago., Lftor the eneny has bzon ongdged by supporting fires,

CONFIDENTIAL
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(3)

CONFIDENSIAL

Operstional dpport for Quertcrly Feriol Ending 3¢ /pril 1970

1t oftéa depatehor & sotrching forec o seck out the source

of firoc adjustoent, in this ocse, the Ranger toar,

LViLULTION: Tho enciy hte o bogle understoncli of the tcct cs
enc hnblts of the ibnger-type units. He roolizas thot if suddens
1y he becorxs the target of adjusted artillery or ARA fires

vhile he is under jungle canopy, sccure fror: acricl obscrvetion,
ongopa puet bo cdjusting theoe flree, Tae countur-acasurc
which ho often cpleys, is to backtrack alonpg the travelod
route to scck ocut hils hid.cn wney, This rceon party either

physically scorches the crea adjacent to the traveled route

or roconsit by Iirc

RECOMMENDLTION: ilanger teans imst be porticulerly alert when
covertly adjusting supporting fircs on on observeld enery force.
Should an enexy rocon elencnt begin to semrch for the toan
poaition, the Ranger tori. mot toke core not tc jreaturely
cooprondse 1ts location by firing ot o distant enccy which
itself is si:gly reconning by fire.

Crroplzation: None
Iraiplpr: None
Logisticg: None
Comruglentions:

(1)

(2)

OBSERV.TIONs Lack of satisfactory cormunications with tecrs

in tho field 1s ¢ rnjor p»eblar for thls coimand.

EV.LU.TIUN: The planning range for an .uI/fRC 25 or N/rRC 77
radio is 10-12 KM, Cur Ranger toans conalstently operaote at
rongos far in excess of these figurce fron either of the mountain
ruleys. [lthoupgh deairahlo, woice eorrunication is not cesential,

6 CONFIDENTIAL
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SULJECT: Cporctlonal deport for “uerterly reriol Endlng 3¢ .ril 197G

(3)

# Corpany (R.HGEL) user o sound oule of equelch breaks to
corzunlcote whon distonces aro great whiin volel coizwo ie
Lirnossille. llowover, oftcn tios, ranges beccne oo groat that
ovan squelcl. breaks arc not offective. When thie hoppons, Ranger
tecns connct rescin in the Sred, In practice, cirborne Te-
laoys et o noorby fire Lesc is poesible on occcsion; hewcver,
duc to a shertape of airercft and longer perscnnel, it is
acldo.. ; ractical.

RECCGHMEIIDATICN: Thia cuond eshould VLo supplicd with &
porteble redic sct with a plenning range of 20-25 KM, This
acditional plonning ronpe would greatly onhfncc the capebility

of Cozpany i (MaGER) to perfor: its aesigned uissicn,

h. Material: Nonc
i. Cthers: Scfoty reagsures for the cxtraction by junple ponctretor.

Mm

(2)

(3)

OBSERV.LTION: . ncubcr of thia eorziznd fell to hds Jdecth while
beinge extrected fron ¢ field location by jungle pcnotrator.

. 8afe, fool-proof nuethod of socuring tho rider to the jungle
penctretor rig wes deernl necossary.

EV.LUATION: Tho bulk of o full ruckseck prevents a ilanger froo
using the sofety strap orgonic to & juncle penetrator. In
addition, tho woight cf the equipacnt worn(rucksac: and load
vearing equipnent) tonds to pull the can backward off the seat
of the jungle yenetrctor.

RECOMMEND..TICH: Mon riling the junpgle penetraotor will nct

carTy or wetr oquipiwnt; it wili, insetcod, be lashed to a "U®

7
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LNDILRF CONFIDENTIAL

SUDJECTt Operatientl Report for Quarterly feriod Ending 30 .3pril 1970
bolt weldgd to th: penctrot.z whalft, The Ruicer ridoer will tio
his sling rope enugply around his chest sscuring it with e
squarv knct &nd helf-hitches, iiis snaplink will then be ctteched
tc the lovsc rope end cnd e securel to tho ponctrator cenble.
In this roruer, the rider will bo safely ticd to the jcnetrator,
in case he incdvertently falls. This stfety necsure is ;ro-

sontly SCk for extrecticn of Kengor toons by jungle pcnctreotor.
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AVDAGT-DT (15 May 70) 1st Imd
BUBJECT: OQperational Report - Lessons Learned, Co H (RANCER), 75th Inf
(ABN), Period Ending 30 April 1970, ReS CSFOR-65 (R2)

Déz -Headquarters, 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile), APO Sun Francisco
96490

19 May 190
03 Ccn}r'na.nding General, II Fiold Forco, ATTN: AVFBC-RE-H, APO Sen
Francisco 96266

This headquarters hos reviewed ard concurs with the Opernticral Neport -
Lessons learned for the querterly period emding 30 April 1970 frai Co I
(RANGR), 75th Infantry ?uam)

FOR THE COMMANDER:

“-: g /// .{'; ‘4

KENIETH R, SWATM
CPT, AGC
lsat LG

B A R



" CONFIDENTIAL

AVFBC-RE (i5 May 70) 2d Ind

SUBJECTs Operational Report - lessons learned, Company H (Ranger), 75th
](ant;.nt(rg (Airborne), Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS: CSFO3~65
R2) (U

DA, HQ, II FFORCEV, APO San Francisco 96266 1 JUN 1970
THRUs Commanding General, US Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC (DST), AP0 96375
Commander-In-Chief, US Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT, APO 96558

TOs Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Departiment of the
Army, Washington, D, C. 20310

1, (U) This headquarters has reviewed and concurs with the Operational
Report - Lessons Iearned for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1970
from Company H (Ranger), 75th Infantry (Airbvorne).

2. (C) Reference item concerning "Iack of Satisfactory Communicutions",
page 6, paragraph 2g. Ten radio sets, AN/PRC 7.B, with AM voice capability
of approximetely 50 miles and CW capability of approximately 300 miles,

have been authorized by ITOE 7-157 GPO2, dated 5 March 1970, Reporting unit
has been notified of the authorization for the radio sets and will submit

a requisition, Pending receipt of these radios through normal supply
channels, the unit has made arrangements to procure, on a temporary loan,

six radio sets, AN/PRC 7B, for field testing, No further action is required
by thls or higher headquarters.

FOR THE COMMANDER3

L)

W. C. B*3TEL, ;5

CPT, AGC
Asst AG
CFs '
"CG, 1lst Cav Div (AM)
€O, Co H (Rgr), 75th Inf
DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
DOD DIk 5200.10
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AVHGC-DST (15 May 70) 34 Ind
SUBJECT: ?ontioml Report - Lessons Learned, Co H (RANGER), 75th Inf
Abn), Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STETES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 B r

TO0+ Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: (POP-DT,
APO 96558

1. This headguarters has reviewed the Operational Report-lLessons Learmed
for the gquarterly period ending 30 April 1970 from Headquarters, Co H
(RANGER), 75th Inf (Abn) and conocurs with the comments of inuorsing head-
guarters,

2, Reference item concerning "Jungle Penetrator,” page 7, para 2i; concur,

To expedite the proposed modification, the unit is submitting an EIR.
II Field Force is monitoring this action,

FOR THE COMMANDER:

Cla'l W Siovans Jr.

Cor

Assislont Agjuiant Geneia.
CF1 '
Co H (RANGER), 75th Inf (Abn)
HQ, IIFFV, APO 96266

H




GPOP-DT (15 May 70) 4th Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, Co H (Ranger), 75th Infantry (Abn)
for period ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 1L

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, D?Ehrtment of the
Army, Washington, D. C, 20310 :

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed,

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIER

dast AG

12




67 >1/-0

—LNCLASSIFIED
Securi):_cnssiﬁcnion J‘ff
DOCUMENT CONTROI!DA, -R&D

h vntered whon the oversl; (£ AEEL N BNEY FRIT B §

{Security clasallication ol 11tle, body of abstrect end indesing mnmu‘-
1. ORIGINATING ACTIVITY (Comporate author) W‘c’ & T8 HLPORT SECUMITY CLASS e L &~ OF
: f # CONFIDENTIAL
HQ, OACSFOR, DA, Washington, D.C. 20310 25, GROUP

3. AEPORYT TITLE

Operational Report - Lessons Learned, HQ, Company H (RANGER), 75th Infantry

4. DESCRIPTIVE NOTES (Type of report and ‘nclusive detes)

operations, 1 Feb 70 to 30 Apr 70,

I'sTAUTHOR(S) (First name, middie initial, last name)

CO, Company H (RANGER), 75th Infantry

78. TOTAL NO OF VAGFS th MO OF REYF"

8. REPORT DATE

15 May 1970 15
. ORIGINATOR'S REPOHT NUMBE RIS)

8. CONTARACT OR GRANT NO.

b. PROJECT NO.
N/A 702258
c. Ph. OTHER REPORT NOUS) (Any other numbery that ney be sssigney
this report)
d

12 OISTRIBUTION STATEMENT

1. SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES 12. SPONSORING MILITARY ACTIVITY

N/A OACSFOR, DA, Washington, D.C. 20310

13. ABSTRACTY

13 52’&]{?{/[

DD ™.1473 UNCLASSIFIED
W\ﬁn Clannilication

T T



THIS REPORT HAS BEEN DELTMITED
AND CLEARED FOR PUBLIC RELEASE
UNDER LJID DIRecTive 5200,20 AND
NO RESTRICTIONS ARE IMPOSED UPON
I '3 USE AND DISCLOSURE,

DISTRIBUTION STATEMENT A

APPROVED FCR PUBLIC RELEASE;
DISTRIBUTICN U IMITED,



