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*This document contains information affecting the Nationa)l
Jetense of the United States within the meaniug of tone

w See Distribution plonege Laws, Title 18, U, S. C., Swection 7.0 .
c eo Its tranowission or ko rovelation of its contents
-1 8uy manuer .o an unauthiorized person 18 prohibited
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m 1. (U) General: @ L /I/j Gl% é/ J @ﬂﬁ:—l
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S
«Smm SP, M108 consists of a headguarters and headquarters bhattery, scivice

my organizational structure of\tho 3d Dattalion, 6th Artillory,

battery, ~nd three firing batterics. (see inclosure 1).

be During the period 26 Iolwuary to 17 March, the battalio: sponsored
the 18t Dattalion, 92d Artillery, novwly arrived in the Republic of Vietnam.

cs During the period 12-14 April, the battalion was inspocted by the
USIRV IG inspection toam. A a rosult of this inspection, it was the consensus
of the inspoction Gcam that the mission of the battalion wms boing sctomplished
in a highly cffootivo manncr within gvaileblo resources and undor existing cone

ditionss

2. (U) Intelligonco: Saoveral obsorvers woro coumitted to acrial visual

roconnaissence (VR) missions which wosulted in sightings of mmorous hamlots,
Soveral of these

trails, ontrenchments, bridges, amd suspootod encmy personncl,
loocations have boen uscd as harassing and intordiotio; rgoets by artillory units. .
in the Pleiku arca, -

%) 6ACS FER [

3. () Oporations and training activitios,

a.' Oporations; (9 771—‘ U 77“ é 7ﬁ 0( 5 ? ‘

(1) From 1 Fobruary until 5 April (64 days), the battalion was in
diroct suppert (DS) of Tesk Forcc 13t Sguadron, 10th Cavalry, 4th Tnfantry Di-
vision onfl Task Jorvo 1st Mmttalion, 69th Armor, 25th Infantry Division on Oper-
ation Sax couston. During tho peried 5-30 April (26 days), the battalion was in
direct 2.mpert of Loth of thosc task foroes ongaged in Oncration Franois Marion.

(2) Feom 1 FPobruasy ¢ 20 March, Battory A occupicd a rosition
along route 509 waat of Plr-ilu Gley with tho mission of IS Task Foroo ‘st
Squadror, 10th Cavelry providing sceurity of routo 509. The battery fired Ve
harassiv; and iridevdioticr missions, deremsive concontrations, rogistrations,
and dostmmotion russions corin: vhuws poriod. Ono dostruction mission fired into
& hidden villago nt grid YL951431 rosltod in damage to 4wo huts and the do-

struction of throu othors, -
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(res cgraR-65) (U} \

(3) Trom 1 February until 24 April, Battery D oocupied a position
at grid BRO3495333 along highway 19 east of Pleilu City with the mission IS Task
Foroe 1st Dattalion, 55th Armor providing security of highway 19. While in this
position, the battery fired destruction missions, defensive concentrotions,
harassing and interdic$ion missions, and registrations. One destruotion mission
fired on grid fR951578 resulted in the destruction of 13 huts, Another mission
fired by the battery on 17 Aprril into grid YA913451 resulted in 4 possible enemy
XIA.

’ ‘ (4) From 1 February wntil 12 March, Battery C occupied & position
along route 509 west of Pleileu City with a mission of IS Task Force 1st Squedron,
10 Cavalry providing security of route 509, The battery fired lunding zone pre-

parations, regisbtrations, and harassing and interdiotion miseions during this

period.

‘5. om 1 February, Sattery B, Tth Battalion, 13th .rtillery ims
attached to 3d Dotdilicn, 6th Artillery and was positioned at grid AR996608
wntil 24 February with the mission of DS Task Force 1st Batitalion, 69th Armor
providing security of highway 19 east of Pleiku City. Vhile in this position,
the bottery fired harassing amd interdiciion missions, defensive corcernirations,
registrations, and dastruction missions,

(6) During the period 2-~3 February, Bailery B moved three howitzers
to grid AR99GGO5 in support of Company B. 2G Dattalicn, 75th Infantry on a search
and destrcy operation. During this operation, a bridge located at grid AR986700
was taken under fire and destroval by Dattery B.

(7) on 12, 13, and 14 February, the Iiring batteries ocalibrated all
howitzers with c<hronograph suppor: from higher hweadquarters.

(8) O 14 Felruary, the battalion fired its 50,000th round since
arrival in the Republic of Vietnam, The 524 Artillery Group comrunder commander
had the lonor of firing this round from the st howitzer section, Dattery A.

The batix!ilon commanaer firved the 50,00@st round from the howitzer of 3rd howit-
zer seciizu, Datlery 4. The battalion hes fired a total of 71,236 rounds in
Vietnam «s of %0 Axpil 1967.

(9) ¢n 17 Febraary. two howitzers from Battery B moved to grid
AR94645% in the vicinity of Ie 'Emwmy to suprort a one day armored oreration.

(1.3) om 20.72 Fehmuusy, three howitzers from Datiery I woved to
grid AR95647Y aleng hvighway 19 aust of Pleiku Cidy in support of an aimored
operation-

(11} Onm 2% Fabruary, Battery 4, 5th Dattalion, 16th Artillery wes
placed OPCON 7d Znttalion, Gth x61llesy a:d was Located at grid MR121C5496 along
‘highway 19 eact »f Fluiku City w-wil 17 fpril, providing seourity of the highway.
During this poxind s battsny, along weii 2attexy 3, 3d Battalion, 6th Lrtillexy,
was credived witl, Siciny wiosionu on qariic BROA2410, IR082439, and IR069452
which resulted i1 20 mkers ara 5 lubs destywyred, and 2 socondary explosions,
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(12)Fm 24 Iebruary until 48 March, Daticry B, Tth Battulion, 13th
Artillery cccupied a positior ot Oasis (ZA100277), «iuh tho mission of DS Task
Foroe 1si “quadron; {Cih dronlrye The Ladstery fired icfensive corcentrutions,
rogistiii i, anl harassiny and irferdiction missions dwring this period.

(43) M 5 Mexoh, three howitzers from Battery B moved te rid
AR996607 with %he mission DS Task Ivrco 1st Mittalion, 69th armer aii clements
of *1 Squadrons 4th Cavalry on a one day search and destroy operation.

(14) TFrom 12-14 Mureh, Battory € moved to grid BAS03599 (im Tuc)
in support of ~umpany size elements of Tusk Torce 18t Squadron, 1Cth Cavalxy on
a rsad runner/escort operation.

(15)  From t4 March to 16 April, Nattery C ocoupied a position ap-
proximately 12 miles west of Pleiku City al ong route 509 with a niscicn DY Task
Force 1st Squadrcen. 10th Cavalry providing security of route 509. During this
poriod the batter fired yegistnitions, dofenaive coneenirations, and lnrassing
ans. interdiction missions.

(16) On 18 Iiroh, Battery B, 7th Bottalion, *¥th ivtillery was re-
loased from ottacwent to 3d Dasinlion, 6th Artillery and robtumned to control of
parent battalion.

(17) Frum 18-26 Iaxch, Pattory &, 4th Juttalimm, 42d Artillery was
CRCON Zd Batiatiion, < sh Axiillerv and positionad at arid ©a10722735 with the
migsicn of DS msek Forvco 18t Iquidion, 10th Cavilzy providing sosurity of highway
19 west of Pleliz Civyr.

{16} From 20-24 Maxch, Dattery A occupied several pociticns cast of
Ta 1op River from grid AR793137 to grid ARBACO41 ia suprort of B Troop, Task
Foroo 1c* Scindron, 10th “omwlyy mad CIDG clemenits on an area reconngissaneo
operatic. uning thiz opaotion, the battory was cedital with 3 corfirmea WA
KT at ovic 2A24607€.

{1, Tros 24 Ihreh ko 3 April, Battory & ccoupled sever.l pesitions
alene woula 509 betwoon grids YASGA64160 and 2A15524838 with a mission IS Task
Foroe ::. 3quadron. 10th Cavelry providing read sccurity. The battewy fired de=
fensive concontrmtions, registraticns, noutralization, and harassing ond in-
terdictizn miz siors Jaring this poaovod,

{£2) Turing *he porio? =8 April, Dattery 5, with eloameats of Task
Porce 1s+ Squedron, 10th Cavalry provided road escort ror ongincer wits from
vioilm to Ime I2p via Zan lin Thuot and retwm.

24% on 8 Mprd?, Inttory € ond bnttalion forward tactical operations
contar vocoivsd 15 roards of mix 4 Cim o 82mm mortar which resulted in minor
damago to § velfnisi, one 1.5 W romoratse and o o ton twwdlor. There were no
persomel eoswilidi 9, DBotteryr v firud counsinvmortier rregram witt negative sur-
voillanoua
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‘ (22) From 8-29 April, Buttory A occupiod a position at Catecka
(2A1643343) with a missicn DS Task Forco 18t Squadron, 10 Cavalry: During this
period, the battery fircd doefonsivo oomoentrations, registrations, illumination,
and haressing and interdiction missions.

(23) on 11 April, Dattory A, Sth Battalion, 16th Artillery was ro-
loasod from OPCON 3d Battalion, 6th Artillery and reverted to control of parent
battalion. Battery A, 1st Dattalion, 92d Artillery was given tho mission SR
3d Battulion, 6th Artillery and occunicd their presont position at grid TR1 2105496
providing scocurity of highway 19 oast of Fleiku City.

(24) From 16-23 April, Battery C ocouplod a position at gric
YA8595%4 (01d Plei Djcreng) with o mission GSR 4th Battalion, 424 .iritillery in
support of 1st Battalion, 22d Infantry, 4th Infantry Division on o -wooping
operction cast t¢ southcast of Plei Djoreng.

(25) From 23-30 April, Battery G occupied positions along higrwey
19 nast of Pleilm City with the mission of IS 'Tsk Force 1st EBattalion, i9th
Armor, and to provide fire support for the Pleilu areas The battery fired
registrations, defensive oconcentrutions, and harassing and interdiction missians
duriry; this period.

(26) On 26 April, Battery T moved to Dragon Mountain (ART9203421)
overnight and prepired for a rond escort misswon to viecinity of Phu IThon on 27

(27) From 26-28 April, three howitzers from Dattery C occupled a
position at grid Br03495333 with the missicn of I Wask TForce 1st Battalion,
69th Armor providing security of highway 19 east of Pleiku Citye This forwerd
elenent of Daitery C fired defensive oonocentraticns, registrations, and hargs-

sing end interdiction wmissions during this period.

(28) Froa 2/(-28 April, Battery B moved from Dragon Mountain to
vieinity of vhu Nhon (486909895 and AQ91957579) in support of elements of Task
Force 1s% Squadron, 10th “avalry on a road rummer,/escort operation. During thid,
period, the lattery supporied the 4T7th ARV Regiment with two forward observers,
ani {ir.: » landirs zone preparation and neutralization missicns on an operation
west of Il.a Nhon.

(29) oOn 28 April, thvee howitzers, Dattery O, returned to grid
ARGE304900, the battery!s field CP losations

(30) From 28-30 ipril, Battery B ocoupied a position at grid
BR0%495553 with a mission of IS5 Tesk Force 1st Battalion, 69th Armor providing
security of highway 19 east of Pleilu City.

(24) £ 29 Lprdl, Fottery A moved to grid ART79245 to support ele-

ments of 18t Baitaiirm 22d Infantry, 4th Irfantry Division on an overnight
search and destroy operation south of Iragan Mouatain along highway 14.
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(52) On 30 April, Battery A moved to grid ZA16185337 with the
mission of DS Task Foroe 1st Squadron, 10 Cavalry.

b. Training:

(1) Training in all required mandatory subjcots was conducted at
battery level, In addition, subjects of command intorest such as artillery crew
proficiency and fire direction/gtmnery procedurcs were conducted on a daily basis
at each firing battery field location. A mandatory subjeot training program for
nevly arrived CONUS replacements has been implemented, and training is accom-
plished at base camp within sevon days after arrival in the unit.

(2) Familiarization firing and battlesight zoro of individual and
crew served weapons was conducted during the reporting period.

(3) Elements of the battalion wore involved in somo form of train-
ing overy day of tho reporting period, thus 90 days of training were conductoed.

SECTION II (C) COMZ.NDER'S OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMENDATIONE
Part I, Observations (Lessons Learnod)
™ (C) logistios:
v Item: Truok, 2% ton. M35A2.

Discussion: Bolts supporting the front ongine mount to the engine
support blades work loose, developing elougated holes, thereby causing the
engino cjoctor pump to ride on the steering goar. This situwation requires that
the driver stop the truck overy 10 miles when traveling over rough terrain, and
tighton bolts supporting the front ongine mount to the cngine support blades.

(bsorvation: The use of lock plates such as those found on the
H113 Armored povsonncl Carricr should be used to lock bholts supporting the front
ongine mount to the ongine suppoxrt blados.

Part 1T, Roocoumondations: Ione

oy
1 Inol ES R. STEVEISON

Bn organisutional diagram -fpjor, Artillory
Aoting Commandor

DISTRIBUTION:
2 = CTMCUSADPPAC
3 = Cuy UBADY
6 « CGy I FFOROTV
4 - COy 52d Arty Cp
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AVHGC-DST (1 May 67) ist Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned for the Period Ending
30 April 1967 (RCS CSFOR-65) (U)

HEADGUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARLY VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96307 8 JUN 1967

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPCOP-0OT,
APO 96558

1. This headgquarters has reviewed the (péerational Report-Lessons
Learned for the period ending 30 April 1967 from Headquarters, 3d Bat-
talion, 6th Artillery as indorsed.

2. Concur with the basic report as modified by the comments con-
tained in the preceding indorsements. They adequately address the prob-
lem arecs and further comment is considered urnecessary.

FOE THE COMMANDER:

/7/ y

K%/ma/ |
1 Incl E% KE?‘E’(Y
nc pT, AG

Asst Adjutant General

b
-

WEGRADED " SOLASSEFIRD WIS GEUATATED
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GPOP-0T(1 May 67) 2d Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned for the Period Ending
30 April 1967 (RCS CSFOR-65), HQ 3d Bn, 6th Arty

HQ, US ARMY, PACIFIC, APO San Francisco 96558 26 JUN1967

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters concurs in the basic report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

<+ R. X0OBALY
1 Incl CPT, AGC
nc Asst Ag
RECE AT 0 o0y LFTED WHER
SR e L. o0 rneN JUASSIFIED
INCLUSLSE S : .
1+0-
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AVFA-GC-OT (1 May 67) 3d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Lessons Learned for Quarterly Period

Ending 30 April 1967 (U)
HEADQUARTERS, I FIELD FORCE VIETNAM, APO 96350 2 JUN 1967
T0: Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam, APO 96307

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the contents of the
3d Battalion, 6th Artillery operational report for the quarterly
period ending 30 April 1967 and the preceding indorsements with the
following comment.

2. (C) Reference Section II, Part I - Observation: Concur.
lst Logistical Command message (U) AVCA-GM-A 08662, dtg 161023Z May
67, subject: Frequent Loosening of Front Engine Mounting P 1lts and
Nuts on 2% Ton Truck M35A2, which was retransmitted to all I FFORCEV
OPCON units on 16 May 1967, cited this problem and provided specific
guidance on corrective action required to elimina

= 1/

1 Incl MICHAEL D SU
ne ILT, AGC
ASST AG

VECLASSIrinD AMLEL 12 Y RS
DOD DIR 5200.10
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