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-SECRET
rPMARTNT OF THE ARMY

HEADQUARTERS 52D COMBAT AVIATION BA' ',LION
APO 96318

..VOD-CC 11 November 1966

SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Eding 31 October
1966 (RCS CSFOR-65) od .n 31 Octob

TO2 SEE DISTRIBUTION

SECTION I - 3IGNIFICiNT ORGANIZATION OR UNIT ACTIVITIES

1.,U Gcnt:ral. This report covers the period 1 August 1966
througn 31 October 1966 and is submitted in compliance with Head-
quarters I Field Force Vietnam Regulation 1-3 dated 29 September 1966.
Activities of subordinate units are included in this report.

a. Type and number of aircraft authorizeds

(1) UH-1B (A) 26

(2) UH-lD 60

(3) U6A .1

(4) CH-47 16
/"

b. The 52d Combat Aviation Battalion is based at Camp
Hlloway, Ploiku, RVN. Subordinate elements consist of the following
,-nits located as indicated.

(1) Headquarters & Headquarters Detachment - Ploiku, RVN.

(2) 119th Assault Helicopter Company - Ploiku, RVN. Equi-
ppod with U-ID aircraft.

(3) 155th Assault lielicopter Company - Ban He Thuot, RVN.
Equipped with UH-ID aircraft.

(4) 170th Assault Helicopter Company - Pleiku, RVN. Equi-
pped with UH-ID aircraft.

(5) 179th Assault Support Helicopter Company - Pleiku, RVN.
Equipped with CH-47 aircraft. This unit arrived Camp Holloway 10 August
1966 and became operational on 7 Septembor 1966.

(6) 219th Aviation Company - Pleiku, RV. Equipped with
,;-lD 'drcraft. This company was es" ,d to the 223rd Aviation
11.,'4.n 'i n on 4 September 1966.

2. (C) Intelligence. The Battalion S-2 Section has continued
to publish the daily I.MTSUM and increased the source of information.

r n has been increased to include M',CV Pleiku Sector, the Special
F roes C-2 Detachment and the 4th Infantry Division. The 155th

Helicopter Company at Ban Me Thuot now has liaison with 23rd

nRegraed CONFIDENTI.A
UONIDIUI|| Lhen separated from

4tb Indorsement
PAGE 1 OF 8 PA.GES

.o.-mgraded at 3 year intervals; j
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3.(C) Operations and Training Activities.

a. The past quarter was characterized by day to day s
Missions to Operation Paul Revore with occasional requirements
support of Republic of Korea Forces, Special Forces, and Repuiblic of
Vietnam Forces. (After Action Reoport for Paul Revere attached as
IXnclosure #1) Operational statistio - for the reported period appear
below.

(1) Total number of q ~ hours flown during reported
poriod: 20,666 hours.

6,(2) Total. number of aircraft sorties flown during roported

(A) Tactical and logistical sorties in support of 110-

.; of Vietntm OVWNA) and US Forces: 61,546.

(b) Training and maintenance sortics: 1,72W.

b. Training subjects stressed:

(1) A~viator Training.I

(a) '.viator t>nnelardiznti-n

(b) Sling Loads

(c) Disperser Training

(d) Flight Safety

(e) Formation Flying

(f) Density Altitude

(g) Night Flying

(h) Practice I-l

(i) Use of "go-no go" chart.

(2) Ground Training.

(a) Medical Training

(b) Function of Claymore Mines

(c) Weapons Familiarization

(d) Code of Conduct

(e) Escape & Evasion

(f) CB3R 7ralllnV

(g) Defense Plans & Alerts

(h) Character Guidance

co PSYWAR. Although this battalion has no PSYWAR responsibilities
;.as such, it is felt that on one occasion this unit was instrumental in eff-
ccting the surrender of approximately 28 eney soldiers through the use of
aloudspeaker from a UH-lD typo helicopter.

-ONFIDENTI AL
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4. (C) Logistics.

a. Installation :,., ' , a* ,, rerelovtd from the
S-4 area of responsibility at the of this poriodo A Post
Headquarters was oganizod and staffed, enabling the S-4 Office to de-
vote its entire attention to assisting the helicopter units of this
battalion in logistical activities.

b. Class I. A major problem exists in the transportation of
Class I from the Cam Rhan Bay - Nha Tr*ng Support Area to tile l5 i
Assault Helicopter Company in Ban Mo Thuot. Abundant rations ": avail-
::LL for issue but the lack of schedulod transportation has causc this
u: i.t to be without Class A rations for weeks at a time. On numorous
o casions UH-1 flights from the Nha Trang area were filled with what. 'ur
fo. d could be obtained. Several CV-2 flights were also used as an intr -

im measure. The requirement restr: with tho Air Force via Army .TCO
channels. This problem still exists at the termination of this (1!1
2...and action is being initiated in order to eliminate this problm.

c. Class II, III, IV, and V support continues to be provided
by the Pleiku Support Lrea. This quarter has seen a tremendous :. ' r,
':;.O' in support received from the logistical support elemonts in the
Pluiku Sub-Area. This fact is due to the arrival of many additional
logistical units in the area. n support, spare parts, and
hiighly qualified personnel have added to a greatly improved maintenance
picture. Direct exchange facilities, additional repair facilities, in-
creased transportation capabilitios have resulted in better logistical
support. Class III and V requirements were met and supported to the
sizeable increase in flyin hours flown by this battalion. Throughout
the Operation Paul ,'.m :' , i-, :.,' semi-permanent POL arid ammunition
re-arming points were ustablishcd. The location being the Camp
Holloway area with additional points .,. Cbecka -,nd the Oasis. Mobile
points were established at Due Go, ,, Me, -and .- as operations
directed on a day to day basis. C.lass L [ H at Cap Holloway is
provided through the use of a 4 point mini-port and 8 M49C tar-kerf.
Transient Avgas with TCP is available for CV-2 aircraft.. Close coordi-

through the 3-4, 3/25 Infantry to the Pleiku Sapprrt Area provided
'.,itional 350 GPM pumps, separators and bladders required to p-rcv
Class III support in field operations. A steadily improving ' of
Class II & IV was noted this quartcr. Duo out vehicles, j tons, ;Lmbu-
lrces, and 2J tons were received by the several units within 'h!,; batta-
1I3n. The authorized amounts of the new .family of radios, i.e., ..
25, AN/VC-46, AN/VlfC-47, AN/VC-f3's, wore received and installed. A
continuing shortage of 9 M49CAI 21 ton PL tankers exists.

5. (U) Civil Affairs.

a. During the quarter the 52d Combat Aviation Battalio* parti-
cipated in the following projects and

(1) The battalion was represented on the II Corps Community
loLations Council.

(2) The battalion .Ar ... a a najor project, assistance
to the Pleiku Montagnard Boarling School.

(3) .'.' tho week of 11-17 cleptembor 1966, tho
wi's invited to ' '.:omenting of Highland-Lowland relationships.
The battalion ."- -- advic., an. assistance to a group of 60
Vietnamese -•, i,' ,':',. .. / to Pleiku to provide a
work force for, and a cultura'l '"-.. the students of the Montag-
nard Bonrding School.

CONFIDENTIAL
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(4uo '~~ u,. Ciruanciai support w.ucessary for th. formation
of7 a :'nt gnard Boy Scout Troop within the Ploiku Bay Scout Council.

(5) The 155th ,eault Helicoptor Coimpany at Ban Ile Thuot con-
tinuu;d to providt; mudical assistance to t ho pationts of the Ban Me T1huot hos-

4K charity ward.

(6) The i5th A~isault Heolicopter Company collectei volunteer
f or the cuo stru,;tion of' a nuw chity wael A, th*. Ban flu Thuot hospital.

6. (U) ,orsunniAl

a. PorsonriA Actiin~j:

(i.)o ,oi~iu t& .sgact. st±u: oS ssignj,,,nt TnstrucL
atrc conltinuing i,ozt-rive lAe, however, as,;ignmunt insbtructions are recoivc;A

(~1o:'P~ y~ii !.of n port ca.l1 pr. ~io~r 1-
vi idI .; dtepirlt111 fr wi tht! 1LtJt .1 ion has ij.lwpovud the IiluIN)1Q factor!;

ULL individuals concerned. The no,.. J3ystem is opkorating very smoothly .j) How-
~cplans -ire in process to have -lj hdivdials depart Vietnam out of Now

~k.'.' This will eliminaite .. travel time and inconvionco to
the individual conernedi.

(3) Los8 of 2L.9th Avn Ca: The 219th Aiviation Company (FW) was
t:'.ns',red to the control of the 223rd Aviation -PAttalioni effective U. Sept-

1.~e 966. i'&:zi11l1l 'Wr01'(J'3 Intl U.liod j),1j)U1'i wt.ro delivered to Cuinnding
'1i ir i', 223rd MiVtiLLot batal1o1 01] or about 14 Septcmber 1.966.

7. (1j) ItWLigioum Activitio . * . I

tlt- .)f 171 VIlg (U 50Ai e Wft' If,

for :ij ]onH of thec ha ttail 10 with: a total attendance of' 31,70.

11 . . ~ .k10 ZWVVk. e a Waie t,o) 01Q 11'Ut,(-tant 1'0jfi gous
'c. i, it, HoUla I.w~in lieu of* thu lot, ind-ty Cuiiieunion in order to maike the

* lu'~* u.i iut a~'~~ bl, tiid to0r) tho coriti nued problems atf those personnel
it vi. to pur fcrii duit j orn -iny :1 e c .nday.

G . 'ioi't- *ui0. C ial i,r .jn-tijtttol Virticilkation with the
-1- tumax1 i: zin-1. *)t~ tiI~;roa mu litari' :o rugat ionls in a joint prot~zms-

t::;t 'wLy Fullow-Li nlil Hraing in tloi: il.Qjki l-lssionary Compound.

1. at Ii, ... 1,ria fur the 155th ,.sqailt Hl:icopteor (Gowpaiiy at
?~u.A Thu,' : 0 wee(kl.,y basis 1by tht, lrotrmtart I'issionaries

Ph i *' , **. ''q i' t ' i' t , 1,14, ft[ lowillg I-eligioUS/,

(1)u~.~iL '111,) puroorinl of tho -5th ,snault Hu)icoptor Company in

sou.tu(2) ,'cniu rl the, L 7tll "*isault, HlLu;cipter Company continued
j ; tu O-itait&t : I ''~ 'W.- r iUrn 1 &~in Mo Thuot.

(.) Vo~ utu-l 1-. 1 ,. jn th,. ut'..i .way ,rotest.airt Qou roeat-
on o,,.st~lthu i'leiku l Asirti, l ji, tho corm~ruction of a now warehouse

ut, i.huir compound to store wulfare supplies3.

~E4 OF 8 I -,&
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(4) The Protestant congregation on Camp Holloway contributed
nin; weekly offerings to assist in the cQnstruction of the Jorai Missionary
Church.

/
(5) The Catholic Chaplain at Camp Hollcway initiated a program

to raise the funds necxsnlry to the constriiction of a new wing on the St. iaul
C" hartres Catholic Lby School.

8. (U) ;.wards and Decrations:

Total awards processed during ;:ried of report, by typo:

Dit tinguishod Flying; Cr,, 6
Bronze Star 22
ir Modal "V" 5
Air Medal 1,397 -Arc5r Commendation Hodal 20

USAIV Certificato of Achionement 9

TOT,,L - 1,459

5, (U) PIO Activities during Period of ileport:

a. General news stories 29
b. General news with photos 4
c. Hometown news releases 116
d. Hometown news with photo.:; 12

TOT.L - 161

10. (U) Special Sorvices:

a. One USO perfornance was presented to Camp Holloway Personnel.

(1) US showcase - Aoy ilogers and Dalu Evans performed 23
Cet 'ber 1966 along with their band the 'Travellons".

(2) Continued expansion A' the library with more books, audio
P i_ " I and library furniture.

(3) A & it equipment . i:3,ucd to all subordinate units.

S.-LCTION II - COIT'ANDFIV S OBSEr-VATIOM!S AMD iM-COMITEMDATIONS

Part I, Observations (Lessons Learned)

1. (C) Personnel

a. Item: Shortage of Personnel

Discussion: TO&E 1-258F does not authorize an Executive Officer,
Acdquate supply and administrative personnel, or gunners for the CH-47 air-
cra ft.

Observation: Changes to the above TO&E are being recommended at this-
-..-... and if approved, should eliminnto this problem area. An immediate
auguxmentation for gunners should b( -. ovvcd for use in the CH-47 aircraft.

b. Itcm: 71P20 Rcplac,.e nts

Discussion: 71*120 (Flight Operations Specialists) replacements
have been found to have little or no experience. Though these men are school
trained, they are greatly lacking in exp~rience and proficiency in handling
flight records and other operations duties.

PAGE 5 OF 8 FACES

CONFIDENTIAL
. ...... i II . .. . . . .. ..... ... . . . .L . ..II

, ,, ,, , ,,,, I I I II1U



CONFIDENTIAL

Observation: The heavy flying commitments placed on units
in a Theater of Operations increases operations' work loads to the point
where poorly trained and inexperienced operations personnel impose an
excessive burden on the unit. Their eventual training will be accomplished
and they will gain experience, but only at the expense of increased work
loads on other personnel of the unit.

2. (C) Operations

a. Item: Supported Unit Training

Discussion: This unit conducted training for all artillery
b-tteries of the 4th Infantry Division soon after their arrival in-country.

.was conducted during a 5 day period and included the proper
1 . and Lashing of internal cargo, rigging and hook-up of external
S., , and orientation of personnel on safety and emergency procedures

during troop moves. The training employed demonstrations and practical
c ercises involving the actual movement of personnel and equipment by
C:!-47 aircraft.

Observation: Training of this nature could be conducted ia
CONTJS; thereby saving valuable time on the aircraft that should bu uti-
lized in support of the combat mission.

b. Item: Medical Evacuation and Medical Attention during the
Conduct of a Heliborne Assault

Discussion: When conducting company size operations within
the Ban Me Thuot area the attached medical evacuation helicopter flys as
trail aircraft of the formation4 Depending on the terrain, tactical air
support and artilleiy trajectories, the medical evacuation helicopter
breaks away from the formation and orbits at altitude about three miles
from the landing zone. If the distance from the pick up zone to the land-
.ng zone is short enough, the helicopter remains in this orbit area; if

on the other hand, thu distance is of such uagnitude as to preclude effec-
tive rescue of a downed aircraft P . as well as providing adequato

:fl, -' , evacuation coverage for landed troops, the orbit point is
changed. It is normal procelu-: place this orbit point 1/3 of the
distance between the air landed txr.ops and their pick up point.

Observation: The use of an organic or attached medical
evacuAtion ship durinp the conduct of a combat assault increases reaction
time for medical evacuation thereby decreases the probable loss ratio of
wounded or injured troops while not detracting from the airmobile mission.

c. Item: Use of White Smoke to Mrk Enemy Targets

Dicufision: The current pyrotechnics identification as listed
in the s0I is unsatisfactory. To identify enemy tergets it prescribes white
smoke. This color of smoke is seen throughout the area of operation and is
such a comon sight it draws no special notice from anyone. Every Montagnard
charcoal pit, of which there are many in the Central Highlands, produces a
:hitc smoke. Every friendly 1Z is identified by the refuse and sump pit,

being burned, Droducing white smoke. In other words, the most common smoke
in Vietnam is white.

Observation: White smoke for the identifying of enemr targets
is unsatisfactory. The most effective and easily identified color is red.
For the reasons stated above an immediate change to the pyrotechnic portion
of the SOI is warranted.

PAGE 6 OF 8 PAGES
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d. I Improved Crew Chief and Gunner Communications
S Capability.

Discussion: The current configuration of the gunner and
crew chiefs drop cords found in the UH-I h~licoptcr is unsatisfactory.
.'nytime one of these crewmembers are required to move from his seat to
"assist Ur loading, unloading, refueling, or steps out to rake a visual
obstaolg glearanos, he must disconnect his drop cord. This creates a
i.!ost undersirable and unsafe comunications gap between the aircraft
commander and his crews .ir-a in the present crew chief
and gunner communications . is the 1,-ck of a floor button to
activate their microphone. rI .. ust have the capability for transrvdtting
to the aircraft con.ndcr ,- the M-60 machine gun. In the casc
of the hand held M -60 . . thi ;. i mpossiblo and ith the X9-23
is difficult.

Observation: lo i:.Pr and crew -. !*' can be provided w1,I.
a continuous communication -,.!1'': by their drop cords.
The installation of a floor . . wili , L, ,- these two - .
crew members with a much .....

e. Item: Positive '. C . trr] ,X

Discussion: The . has a massive
fire support capability in its door gun-ners. C ire power when pr per-
ly controlled and directed can be a definite ' the groundbeing supported, as well as protracting the I.&1 ,ur_ However, a few

instances of poor fire disipline while ng a ground unit will !Ruse
the-ra to lose faith in the firepower. To .1 in 1h r a positive meanse

f.re control must be established and followed : .he aviation unit.

Observation: One mcth,1 ,fA, fire liscipline i
to place the responsibility fr contr,: , ' . ;ommander.
HIe, being experinced in the and ' by the unit,
is the logical evln to direct t',: of hi . designate
all targets to his gurner and . , I . fire.
When providing c .ose fire s '. u ga oun,' , ..... I" commander
of the gunships must rigidly the fire he loor gun%,o.rs. He can
do this only aftt-r he H as riad . of the Criendly posi-
tion and insureI hiriso f thI , :ado thit i P rntification.
The gunship aircr"ift conurondrk ,ro't o -'in the ame manner
as a slick aircraft commnder. .. by door gunic:'3 must be
positively prohibited.

3. (U) Mintenance

a. Item: Cleaning of Compressor Rotor T-53-L-9/ll Lycoming
Engine.

Discussion: Duc to th( du-ity environmental operating con-
.1tions, thi aircraft of this battalion are exrosed to in day to day
,,u rations, a common engine proble &,:L i loss of power and occasionally
co!,ressor stall due to dirty engiv. compressor rotors. Once an engine
accumulates sufficient dirt and contvairtion to evidence a serious loss
of power, it Js too late to take preventive cleaning measures, and the

: ine compressor must be disassembled in order to clean the compressor
rotor and restore engine to a servicablo condition. Therefore, this
battalion initiated a policy of preventive cleaning at each intermediate

Inspection by using dry cleaning solvent and water. In addition, at each
periodic inspection a walnut shell cleaning procedure was directed, Al-
though it is still too early to definately determine the success of this
policy, it is expected to maintain engine performance at mxucirmua efficiency
and reduce maintenance down time.

rAGE 7 OF 8 PAGES
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Observationt r;e' r.evye cleaning of engine compressor
rotors by procedures outlined in Lycoming Field Service Note and

TM 55-1520-210-20 will help to reduce engine loss of power and high
'xhaust gas temperatures,

Part II, Recommendations

1. (C) Personnel

a. That an itniediato augmentation be authorized to assign
or attach personnel to be utilized as gunners aboard CH-47 aircraft.
The augmentation should be )n the basis of one per aircraft.

b. That Fligt, er. rs Specialists (71P20.) be given more
extensive training in :i'". e )f aviatoi's "flight records. This
could be accomplishcd y erd:, The school o-' assignment to ope'-
ational units prior to 7 , ern overseas.

2. (C) Operation

a. Probln.:,.: i, ihro of XM-23 ' the front.

:nr>:'- ri: It has been found that the left side M--23
in its issued configuaration will not fire when pointed to the front.
This creates an unoxceptable dead space nrea f r the left gu ao:r. .e

means to partly overcome this shortcoming is !- add chute links-, * he
feed tray.

Recommendation: 'he !, factor. ,n,,dffcnti n to the -1-23
be made which will enable the wenv ,i to fir,. :n the full forward rh2 n.

b. iProblem: Unit Call Signs

Background: There is no way t? hide the fact that an
Ssault helicopter company is operating in the aren. The required mini-
,en radio transmission quickly revenls that. All compounds in Vietnam
re easily observed by agents, iheref re the units operating from these

compounds are known to the enemv. Aviation units in Vietnam are proud

units. Their morale is high ar,d their pride in the unit is outstanding.

They have used the same Call Signs for years and are known throughout

Vietnam as the Alligators, Stagecoaches, etc.. Until recently when an

rviator from one of those companies made a radio call you could hear the

:)ride and espirit in his voice. However, this is no longer the case due

to recent changes in call signs.

Recomrendation: That the practice of changing Aviation

Company call signs be discontinued and their traditional call signs be

returned to the unit.

I Incl: FOYNC
After Action Report LTC, Inf

Commanding
DISTRIBUTION:

1 - Thru channels to ACSFOR DA
2- Thru 17th Cbt Avn Gp to A t3Ft'P DA
I - US,'JiAC

3 - US,'AV
1 - 1st Avn Bde
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DEPART14ENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, 52D C(CBAT AVIATION BATTALION

APO 96318

hVGD6CC 1.1 November 1966

'UMJECT! After Action Report, Operation Paul Revere 1 August - 31 October 1966

T. O: Comianding Officer
17th Combat Aviation Group
ATTN: AVGD-SC
APO 96240

1. The 52d Combat Aviation Battalion has been participating in Operation
!'ul Revere for the entire period of this report.

2. S i RY OF EVENTS:

Period 1-4 August 66: The 52d Aviation Battalion supported Operation Paul
iitw re II with aircraft from the 119th, 155th, and 170th Aviation Companies.
The: units conducted 9 airlanded assault,, 3 extractions, numerous resupply and
command & control missions.

The combined efforts of the 52d Aviation battalions aircraft produced the

following results for this period:

SORTIES TCNS OF CARGO TROOPS LIFTED iD EVAC Ca-BJLT LUSSES HOURS FLIN

3961 364 4091 9 0 1563

Week ending 18 August 66: The 52d Aviation Battalion supported Operation
Paul Revere II with aircraft from the 119th, 155th and 170th Aviation Companies.
ThL units conducted 6 airlanded assaults, 3 extractions, mmorous rcsupply and
commnd and control missions.

One helicopter from the 119th craihed as a result of suspected nctmy
ground fire; The aircraft was totally destroyed. There were no injuries to
t:IL crew or passengers.

The combined efforts of the 52d ,v4ation Battalions aircraft produced the
following results for this period:

"CRTJ.5 -TONS OP Ci,RGO TROOPS LIFTFa MED VAC COMBAT LiSSk-J, 1JK FO

1)699 459 4930 16 1 3! U..

Week ending 19 August 66: The 52d ..viation Battalion supported peration
1:ul Revere II with aircraft from the 119th, 155th, 170th and 179th Aviationoi-pzuius. The units conducted 12 airlanded assaults and 4\ extraetiono,. 1 m-

rous resupply and command and control missions were accomplished.

The combined efforts of the 52d Akviation Battalions aircraft produced the
following results for this period:

6CRTILS TONS Of' CARGO TROOPS LIFTED MED-EVAC COMBAT "LSS HOURS FLOJN

4251 269 4277 1 0 982.
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i-'1 25-31 4 uvet 66: The 52d ,4Viation Battalion supported Operaticn
III with aircraft from thu 119th, 1550h, 170th and 179th ,v.itu

* .The units condiucted 8 airlandod assaults, 2 Lxtractions, ~~''
l.jy and conimand and control c'tssions.

Trhu combined ufforts of thi 52d t~viation Battaionm aircraft r~
lowing results for thia period:

t 1-83 6*tenbur W.$ Tho 52d s at3o uppo!.
IIIT1 with aircraf . rom the 119th, 155 '70th a.nd 179t'l

ec.mand atnd contru~l nmssions.

thi.t an~dJ~m'~;./4Bid p .. - Lo- .' 7 -"

ll~a tr.oop Jifts were d~layed or cAncelled dur. tc Vi! n

j ,jcraw and paevengers. Tho aircraft waa -. tct.,) .r

Swere on3ls alsightly dameaged and none of~ t'-e !-w-3 -vc"'~

th'. combiA:A efforts of the 52d 4LViatior .Httali ! -.1trcrf, p-c
jiag results for this period:

LI70 59371

th I tr. c uL. ra:c" ' s ?4

'.44. j':i a al Uvx

~4 '.* ~24 ~ L~&. ~ ~ L.~ 0MBT 90SE HcIRS FiU"
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CONFIDENTIAL

wreek ending 29 September 66: The 52d 'viation Battalion supported Oper-
Paul Revere III with aircraft from the 119th, 155th, 170th and 179th

..v.tlon Companies. The units conducted 10 airlandcd assaults, 2 extractions,
r.: :. ,cus rcsupply and ccmmand and control .issions.

At 0700 Hours on 26 September 66 the 1/35 Infantry Battalion was airlifted
froI: YA 865366 to Y, 806440. '. total of 337 troops and 50 tons of equipment
,.ure moved. On 28 September 66 two Infantry Battalions were moved. The 2/35
Infantry Battalion was airlifted to Z. 184103 from YL 835147 and the 2/8 Infan-
try battali:un was moved to YA 866135 from ;,R 806345. On 29 September 66, due
t:, reports of increased enemy activity, a night combat assault was performed
.irl-anding 30 troops at ZA 196387 from Za 205342. No contact was made and there
'..,'e no incidents.

The combined efforts of the 52d ,iviation Battalions aircraft produced the

:-xlowing results for this period:

LOhTI ES TONS OF CARGO TROOPS LIFTED RED LWiC COM1B,T LOSSES HOURS FLOWN

h812 990 6511 0 0 14+49

Period 29-30 September 66: The 52d Aviation Battalion supported Operation
Paul Revere III with aircraft from the 119th, 155th, 170th and 179th aviation
Co:..panies. The units conducted 2 airlanded assaults and numerous rusupply and
c,,-.mnd and control missions.

The combined efforts of the 52d Aviation Battalions aircraft produced the
fullowing results for this period:

.OTES TONS OF CQGOO TROOPS UIFTED laDQ LVAC COMBAT LOSSES HOURS FLWN

1016 244+ 1399 0 0 300

P,-riod 1-6 October 66: The 52d ,viation Battalion supported Operation
Faui Revere with aircraft from the 119th, 155th, 170th, and 179th Aviation
Gomnp'nies. The units conducted 6 airlanded assaults, 2 extractions, numerous
rcosupply and command and control missions.

On 1 October 66 at 2000 hours a night combat t.ssault was pcrformed by the
119th ,,viation Company, lifting 2L troops of the 2/35 Infantry Battalion from

-0:1-04343 TO 7j, 205315. As the aircraft were returning to base camp (ZA 204342),
t1< keceived heavy automatic weapons fire from the Catecka Plantation. The
-un ships immaediately took the target under fire and the weapons were silenced.

The combined efforts of the 52d ;.viation Battalions aircr-tft produed the
Culia-:ing results for this period:

)C.dLh._._ TONS OF CARGO TROOPS LIFTED' * D EV C CO1,BT LCbSES HOURS FLaN

:,293 982 5594 3 0 1455

Period 6-12 October 66: The 52d .vintion Battalion supported Operation
.11l Revere with aircraft from the 119th, 155th, 170th, and 179th .viation
.. p nies. The units conducted 8 airlanded assaults, 3 extractions, numerous
• upply and command and control missions.

On 9 October b6 the 155th Aviation Company lifted "15 troops of the 1/14
[hn'-ntry Battalion from YA 674275 and YA 745215 to YA 950408 and YA 962442.
- 179th Aviation Company lifted the supporting artillery, B/2/9 from YA 773228

io Y. 950408.
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The combined efforts of the 52d Aviation Battalions aircraft produced

the following results for this period:

SOMtTE TONS OF CARGO TROOPS jIFTD MW VAC COMBAT LOSSES HOURS FZW4lI

6008 1229 5527 23 0 1779

Period 13-19 October 66: The 52d Aviation Battalion supported Operation
Paul Revere with aircraft from the 119th, 155th, 170th and 179th Aviation Cor-
p.nies. The units conducted 11 airlanded assaults, 2 extractions, numerous
resupply ind cou.mand and control missions.

On 14 October the 119th Aviation Cornpany lifted the 2/8 Infantry Battalion
-.om YA 825197 and YA 846104 to YA 916241. A total of 357 troops and 66 tons
,f quipment were moved on this lift.

On 18 October the 170th Aviation Company lifted the 2/35 Infantry Battalion
f, om Zi, 160575 to ZA 862458. A total of 481 troops and 14 tons of crgo were
:,',ed on this lift.

On 19 October the 12.9th Aviation Company lifted the 1/35 Infantry Battalion
from ?ZA 136540 and ZA 159476 to ZA 815462 and Plei Djerang. A total of 419
troops and 20 tons of cargo was lifted to make this move.

The combined efforts of the 52d ,viation Battalions aircraft produced the

following results for this period:

0. TONS OF CI.RGO TROOPS LIFT MED YVAC COMBAT LOSSES HOURS FLON

562C 1207 6786 0 0 1629

r>riod 20-27 October 66: The 52d Aviation Battalion supported Operation
i-ui .zvee with aircraft from the 119th, 155th, 170th and 179th Aviation Con-

n- The units conducted 9 airlanded assaults, 2 extractions, numerous re-
;,, iy ~mnd ccr, and and control missions.

On 21 Octobcr 66 thu 155th Aviation Company supported Operation Hoa Lu 80.
Th 155th lifted 111 CIDG troops from Plei Mrong to YL 958702. A UH-1B(A)
prep wis fired on the LZ prior to the assault.

On 22 October 66 two Battalions of the 4th Division were in contact with
an enemy force. The 170th Aviation Company provided emergency re3upply to
iheso units latv into the night and early morning.

On 25 October 66 the 155th Aviation Company supported Operation Thang
L ng 252. A total of 680 troops were lifted from Ban Me Thuot & Boun Ea Yang

BP 175875 and BP 120863.

The combined efforts of the 52d jiviation Battalions aircraft produced
l'ollowing results for this period:

zLS TONS OF CiRGO TROOPS LIFTED MD EVAC COMBAT LOSSES HOURS FLIMN

1227 5992 5 0 1393

Period 27-31 October 66: The 52d Aviation Battalion supported Operation
..vere with aircraft frora the 19th, 155th, 170th and 179th Aviation Com-

The units conducted 6 airlandod assaults, 2 extractions, numerous
- urply and conmand and control missions.

Ci- 27 October 66 the 119th Aviation Company lifted 14 CIDG's from
IL O' 342 to Ploi DJorang and 115 CIDG's from Plei Djerang to Y,. 838642.

PAGE 4 OF 5 PAGES

CONFIDENTIAL

. ....................... ___________________________________



CONFIDENTIAL

On 28 Uctober 66 two Battalions fron the 4th Division were in contact with
tha enemy and numerous night energency resupply .issions were accor.iplished.

On 29 October 66 the enemy contact intensified and heavy resupply re-
2 cuirememts were preformed by the Battalions aircraft. One UH-lD of the ll7th

,.'4ation Company was shot down while performing resupply. There were no in-
Jurics to the crew howcver the iA/C was totally destroyed.

On 30 October 1966 one UH-lD of th, 155th Aviation Company was shot down
in thu vicinity of Y, 835605. Both taic aircraft and the crew of 4 wore lost.

The combined efforts of the 52d *,viation Battalions aircraft produced the
follovdng results for this period:

C. C'TILS TOIS OF CARGO TROOPS LIFTED I D EViAC COCflAT LOSSES HOURS FLWN~

.865 788.2 3709 114 2 995.0

RICE
)FICIALj LTC

ILIiR
S-3
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CONFIDENTIAL

kV',D)-S' (13 Nov 66) Ist Ind
3JRJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period aiding 31 October 296

(RCS CSMOR-(5)

H1MOl.1 JARTT.R9, 17TV COMBAT VIATION GROUP, APO 9624O 3 Decemher 1.r

TC: lormandinp Genera], I FITC-CEV, APO 96P40

1. (U) Rasic coinrunicition is forwarded for infrrmiticn and .
aiction.

2. (.') This headquarters concurs with Part II 9ecommendatfons a
Mo~di fied herein.

n. Iteference paragraph la. Concur.

h. Reference paragraph lb. Concur.

c. Reference paragraph 2a. Concur.

d. Reference para.raph 2b. Chancinr call ,igns of aviation units
creates not only a problem frcm a morale and esp)rit standpoint hut. often
res:tlts in the wron-, -all si-ne being reported by aviators in emerrency
Si ututions. This eould be avoided by maintaining traditional call signs*

3. (71) Lesscns Leprned and ^ommanders Recommendations will be di.reminated
to the Ccmbat Aviation Rattalions assigned to thi s headquarters,

FOR 17r,? ThY4ANDER:

TI {S I^ A TRU'E "OPY D.P. T! q Y
'!PT, A-f.
'viiuta nt

L ,:Ci]E , PRCV!
ajc'r, i7-

Operntionp' ffioer

Regrrade UNCLA IT... when snerated
from CLASSIFED material
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A)FA-GC-'21UG (11 NIov 66) t Ind
.~J2zOpora':Aonal Ronort for ',uartr:rly Poriou 1 indr; 31 October 19)66,

!k.aLdiu~rteroi, I i-lioid Porce Vietnam, APO U~i 2orcoo 96350 2 9 MV

.. i:Cornx.azidiiW, General, 1st Aviation Brigiade Y A: V A-G, tl-u

U"* 'orces 96307

-'U: Comm-ndin, General, Unitet, ;tates Array Viotraja, ATI: xX(-)!,
I", 6 Vorce- %6307

The ieain1Rpr i h 2 ob .t Avi:Ltion Buttalion is

ztdo'u.te. Concur in cornentL contained herein.

1 Ine. WILLIAMH
Colonel
Adjutant eneral

.
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVA-C (23 No-v 66) 3rd Id
SUBJECT: Optitinal Her¢, £ for Quarterly- Period Eiudng 31 October 1966

MEANUAR'hMa, 18T AVIA mdGALK, APO 96307 1 (J,,

TO: Camrding General, United States Army, Vietnam, ATTN: AVHAV, APO
96307

1. The 52nd Combat Aviation Batta~lon's operational raport for the
priod ending 31 October 1966 is forwarded for inforsati i, Lrul action.

2. This headquarters concurs with the recendationa with the
additional coisonts.

a. ternce eoctioU II part 1 lx'a-grAph 1A and lart 1I paragraph
Ia: A Lli* .  n is pcerently being ttaffed. DA has authorizod door
gunners for each CH-47 and each UH-l Company. Augmntations have been
authorized for all in-country and deploying assault and assault support
helicopter companies with the exception of the 179th Assault Support
Helicopter Company. HEconsnd USARV provide the 17 guitnere required for
the 179th Assault Support Helicopter Ccmpwrz (16 CH-47 and one UH-I).

b. Reference section II part 2 paragraph lb: This headquarters
has no knowledge of the reason for poorly qualified operations specialists
arriving in-country and performing inadequately. Reco nd this problem
be evaluated and resolved by Headquarters, USCOMARC.

o. Referenoe section II part 1 pagagraph 2a: Supported unit
trainrng. A brlefing ttam frcm this headqkuaters conducted a series of
briefing- on airmohila operations in "ONU6 for the units deploying to
uv. rheie bi-lufings inoludad C11-47 irist,,-.tion, but did [Lot CoMIuCt
practical exercbles.

d. Raference section 11 part I paragraph 2e: Uise of Wlhite
roks to mark ends, targets. lecoome.n WSAIV take action to change the

color of smoke used for marking enemy targets.

e. Reference section II part 1 paragraph 2d: Crew Chief and
Gunner C Ouftnictiomn. This requirment has been recognized. A test was
conducted to evaluate sevral types of floor sWitches, and the results
forwarded to DA for action. The brigacde uj&Lral office will study the

recc ndation for lengthening drop cords.

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

Avu-c (13 Nov 66)
SUBJECTs Operational Report for Qarterly Period adina 31 October 19

(aTs coR -65)

r. Reference section 11 prA 2 paragraph 2b: Unit Call Signs.
The effect on morale and tactical. efficiency of using traditional call
sips has been recognized by this beadquarters. 7he lecslon to to wat
call sigun will be used has been delegated to the c(mndors of aviation
groupe and separate battalons.

Copies kAUxishad W ~V~
17th Cbt Awn Gp Captain, ADC

Aset Adjutant General
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SECRET

AVHGC-!)H (11 Nov 66) hth Tnd
SUBJFJT: Onerational Rerort-lessons Learned for the Oeriod 17ndInp

31 October 1966 (RCS CSFOR-65)

1-.AWr'ARTFRS, TJNTTFD STAT79- AB~v. VTFTNAM, A1O San Francisco 96 1 0 1 -7 JAN I8

Tr Commarer in Chief, United States A.r.-: i . ATIT " 
(-('"..('

APO 96558

I.)This headouarters has reviewed the Oerational Report-Tersnns
Iarned for the period ending 31 October 19 6A from Headiusrter, 2d
Combat Aviation Battalion as indorsed.

2.(JPertinent comments nre as foll,.mi

a. Reference Paragraph Ia, Part I, iectift TT, 'ape 5; Para-

graph In, Part TT, Section TT: and Pararrarh 2a, 3d Tndorsement:

(1) (1) The Ist Aviation Brigade has prerared MTOV 1-758

for medium helicorter companies. MTOF was received at this headouarters

on 18 December 1966 and is presently being staffed. MTOF contains rer-

sonnel additions to enhance the suprly and administrative capabllity of

the units.

(2) (9) rioor gunner augmentations of 16 men each arp

contained in ProRram IV as aDoroved reouirtments for a] medium heli-

cotter coamanies with the exception of the 179th Aviation Comnany.

The 179th Avi.ation Comonany has requested L,.c i ,: V aut.horiz; thei

door gunner aurmentatton. Tn view of thei o.,1 .'-nt troor ceilinr im-

posed umon [MIARIV, personnel spaces cannot be an, 'rved by this head-

qiarters unlepq the lot Aviation Brigade :--n ornvvde trade-of rf

a'nroved snaces.

b. (I) Reference taraprarh P9a, 'rirt 2, Section 2, Pape P:

The 3Lth General Sunnort Grout has been advised of this deeiciencv and

has reoiiested that the '2d Aviation Battalion submit an Fouinment
Tmnrovenent Retort (TR). This is the first rerort received by the

14th roneral Suniort Group from using units concernlnp this Problem.

c. (1i) Reference Paragraph 2c, Part I, Section 2, "nre P;

ano raragra-h 2d, Id Tndorsement: Nonconcur. The rmroamoke code is

based on the recommendations of 28 major Uf; tactical and advisiory units.
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AVHGC-DH (ii Nov 66)
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned for the Period Ending

31 October 1966 (RCS CSFOR-65)

All commands agreed that since only white smoke rockets were avai]r']e,
white smoke would be used to mark targets.

d. (C) Reference Paragraph 2b, Part 2, Section I, Page P;
Paragraph 2d, 1st Indorsement; and Paragrauh 2 , 3d Tndorsement: Non-
concur. USARV units are assigned call signs in ACP 110 Surn 31 which
precludes assignment of "traditional" call signs. The advantage of
having secure call signs already Drepared in tabulated form is con-
sidered to be of such value as to outweigh this objection. Also, the
use of these call signs makes ravid identification of a unit through
call sign assignments records possible. This provides for more Ime-
date response to radio frequency interference nroblems. Accordingly,
TSARV SO! item Nr 50-. was published which requires all subordinate
commands to derive their voice call signs from the ACP sources.

POR THR COKNANDIR:

R.HORNTON
1 Incl 1n Lt. AGC

nc Asit Adiwa1 n~ ~rral

1DL
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CPOP-O (II Nov 66) 5th Ind (U)
SUIEMCT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned for the Period Ending

31 October 1966 (RCS CSFOR-65), HQ 52d Cbt Avn Bn

11Q, US ARMY, PACIFIC, APO San Francisco 96558 1 'MAR1967

To: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Developnent, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters concurs in the basic report as indorsed.

FCA THE COMIKANDER IN CHIEF:

CPT, AGOC OA a
Incl Aset AG
nc

I NCF
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