UNCLASSIFIED

AD NUMBER

AD510790

CLASSIFICATION CHANGES

TO: unclassified

FROM: confidential
LIMITATION CHANGES

TO:

Approved for public release, distribution
unlimited

FROM:

Distribution authorized to U.S. Gov't.
agencies and their contractors;
Administrative/Operational Use; Nov 1966.
Other requests shall be referred to
Assistant Chief of Staff for Force
Development [Army], Washington, DC 20310.

AUTHORITY

GDS, DoD 5200.1-R; AGO D/A 1ltr, 29 Apr
1980

THIS PAGE IS UNCLASSIFIED




‘O

THIS REPORT HAS BEEN DELIMITED
AND CLEARED FOR PUBLIC RELEASE
UNDER LOD DIRECTIVE 5200,20 AND
NO RESTRICTIONS ARE IMPOSED UPON
1°5 USE AND DISCLOSURE,

DISTRIBUTION STATEMENT A

APPROVED FOR PUBLIC RELEASE;
DISTRIBUTION UNLIMITED,



MARKING

The classified or limited status of this report applies
to each page, unless otherwise marked.
Separate page printouts MUST be marked accordingly.

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFZCTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF
THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE LAWS, TITLE 18,
U.S.C., SECTIONS 793 AND 794. THE TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF
ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY
LAW,

NOTICE: When government or other drawings, specifications or other
data are used for any purpose other than in connection with a defi-
nitely related government procurement operation, the U.S. Government
thereby incurs no responsibility, nor any obligation whatsoever; and
the tact that the Government may have formulated, furnished, or in any
way supplied the said drawings, specifications, or other data is not
to be regarded by implication or otherwise as in any manner licensing
the holder or any other person or corporation, or conveying any rights
or permission to manufacture, use or sell any patented invention that
may in any way be related thereto.

R ¢




A : ~

GediiDIRTTAL -ZVO%D

\S.EC@-LM 3/
A % DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY iéa 2

OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL el e

rece 1, '7"

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310
W, 0ne’

tt: REPLY REFER TO

-P (M) (22 Mar 6 (

ssons Iearned, * 524 Combat | 0
v e = /

AGAM
SUBJECT:
Aviation Battalion

T,

—~
<

SEE DISTRIBUTION.

/‘\ﬁ/ N /"I“ o b é'" “‘/TBB',,
. Forwvarded as inclosute is Operational Report - Lessons Learned, ‘
Headquartu‘s, 52D Combat Aviation Battalion for quarterly period ending

31 October 1966. Information contained in this report should be reviewed

and evaluated by CDC in accordance with paragraph 6f of AR 1-19 and by

CONARC in accordance with paragraph 6c and d of AR 1-19, Evaluations and
corrective actions should be reported to ACSFOR OT within 90 days of

receipt of covering letter.

510790

AD

i
i
!

: 2, Information centgined in this report is provided to the Com-
. mandants of the Scrvice Schools to insurc appropriate benefits in the

; tuture from lessons learned during current operations, and m ,b_g.___.._-'-»~ -
adapted for use in developing training material. (1) 2. Ay Ve /
: ¢ )
‘{ BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY: @“__—'f"‘“‘ R
1‘ E ’”:—v - .
§ . i
l © 1 nel
; | als KENNETH G. WICKHAM
{u — Major General, USA
} L‘__ DISTRIBUTION: The Adjutant General
X Commanding General - - .
L_,'.b US Army Combat Development Command .
[ by US Continental Army Command e
[~ Commandants Tl
US Army Command and General Staff College o
! US Army War College N2
) US Army Air Defense School O/)
US Army Artillery and Missile School T )
: US Army Armor School B )
| US Army Chemical Corps School s
US Army Engincer School
US Army Military Police School
US Army Infantry School
US Army Intelligence School
US Anny Medical Ficld Scrvice School
6 1
| ~SESRETF-
! YL ~—— 500
. \'\“ ‘ T i
\..f" (.
t \ [ |
L
\.\‘“ N oo
W AY /‘t .
Yo VR
\Q (\)\ \} i "epy ......”-I . of ___. Coples
L W
\" N
.\J\\\ Q“ Q . .
'\(\ /Q :b * [
Y \\' |




SECRET

DEISTRIBUTION (Lont td)
IS Army Ordaance School
Us Army Quartermastoer school
US Army Security Apency Schoal
U Ay Signal School
5 Aresy Transportat ion Scheol
Us Army Speclal Wartare School
Us Ay Civil afrairs School
Coples furuished:
Ansistant Chiet of Staff for Force Development

Library, Research Analysis Corporstion
Security Officer, Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory

302v$N DH —$EGREI;

8061€0
BEST AVAILABLE COPY

~ s

S DR SR

T S O T R TN

&




Liut.;'.’;;;;.;‘:l:ii K}w/ L:t’é %‘,

o SECRET 35y

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARIY
HEADQUARTERS 52D COMBAT AVIATION B..">.LION
LPO 96318

+VGD-CC A1 Hovember 1966

SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period m'\ding 31 October
1966 (RCS CSFOR=-65)

TOs SEE DISTRIBUTION

SECTION I - SIGNIFICANT ORGANIZATION OR UNIT ACTIVITIES

1. (U} Genural, This report covers the period 1 iugust 1966
througn 31 October 1966 and is submitted in compliance with Head-
quarters I Field Force Vietnam Rerulation 1-3 dated 29 September 1966,
Activities of subordinate units are included in this report.

a. Type and number of aircraft authorized:

(1) UH-1B () 26

2) UH-1D

(@ (=1
(3) uéba 1

(L) CH=47 16

s
b. The 52d Combat /viation Battalion is bascd at Camp
Y>1loway, Pleiku, RVN, Subordinate elements consist of thc following
nits located as indicated.

(1) Hoadquarters & Hoadquarters Detachment - Ploiku, RVN,

(2) 116th Zissault Helicoptor Coupany - Pleiku, RVN, Egqui-
ppod with UH-1D aircraft.

(3) 155th issault liclicopter Campany - Ban Me Thuot, RVN.
Eouipped with UH-1D aircraft,

(4) 170th issaylt Helicopter Company -~ Pleilu, RVN. Equi-
pped with UH-1D aircraft.

(5) 179th .ssault Support Helicopter Company - Pleiku, RVN.
Equipoed with CH-47 aircraft. This unit arrived Camp Holloway 10 August
1966 and becamo operational on 7 Scptembar 1964,

(6) 219th Aviation Company - Pleiku, RVN. Bquipped with
=1D sdreraft. This company was lenssirred o tho 223rd iviation
E1'*ali n on 4 Septembor 1966,

2, {(C) 1Intelligence, The Battalion S-2 Scction has continued
to publish the daily INTSUM and increascd the source of information,
L'aicn has been increasod to include M.CV Pleiku Sector, the Spccial
F Tees C-2 Detachment and the 4th Infantry Division. The 155th

“ssnul' Helicopter Company at Ban Me Thuot now has liaison with 23rd
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(C) Operations and Training Activities.

The past quarter was characterized by day to day su. u»™
rdssions to Operation Paul Revere with occasional requirements ¢ -
support of Republic of Korea Forces, Spccial Forces, and Ropublic of

(4fter Action Report for Paul Revero attached as

Inclosure #1) Operational statistics for the reported period appear

below.

poriods 20,666 hours.

(1) Total number of air:raf: hours flown during reported

(2) Total number of aircraft sertios flown during roported

serinds 63,274 sortiuvs,

{4) Tactical and logistical sorties in support of Ro-

w:i1t+ of Vietnem (AVNAF) and US Forcess 61,546,

(b) Training and maintenance sortics:

b, Training subjects strossed:
(1) iviator Training,
(a) iviator Utandardizmsation
(b) Sling Loads
(¢) Disperser Training
(d) Flight Safety
(e) Formation Flying
(£) Density Altitude
(g) Night Flying
(h) Practice TA's
(1) Use of "go-no go" chart,
(2) Ground Training.
(a) Medical Training
(b) Function of Claymorc Mines
(c) Weapons Familiarization
(d) Code of Conduct
(e) Escape & Evasion
(£) CBR Training
(g) Defense Plans & flerts

(h) Character Guidance

c. PSYWAR. Although this battalion has no PSYWAR responsibilities
~.8 such, it is felt that on one occasion this unit was instrumental in eff-
ccting the surrender of approximately 28 enemy soldiors through the use of

= loudspeaker from a UH-1D type helicopter.
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4. (C) Logistics,

a. Installation cocxdinatsi . a-ivi' ies wereremoved from the
S-4 arca of rosponsibility at thc - =e.-nuel of this poriod, A Post
Headquarters was arganizoed and staffod, cnabling the S-4 Office to de-
vote its entire attention to assisting the helicopter units of this
brttalion in logistical activitics,

b, Class I. [ major problem exdsts in tho transportaticn of
Class I from the Cam than Bay -~ Nha Trang Support Area to the 1554n
issault Helicopter Company in Ban Mc Thuot. Abundant rations ° ¢ avail-
~bl: for issuc but the lack of schcduled transportation has causcd this
it to be without Class . rations for weeks at a tims, On nwuorous
cocasions UH-1 flights from the Mha Trang arca wore filled with whatnuor
foud could be obtained, Seoveral CV-2 flights were also used as an intrw-
im measure. The requirement rest: with tho Adr Force via Army ..TCO
channels, This problem still cxists at the tcrmination of this 1 .nr er
Juamand action is being initicted in order to eliminate this problcm.

¢. Class II, III, IV, and V support continues to be providel
by the Pleiku Support irca, This quarter has scen a tremcndous =i va-

mer in support received from the logistical support elcments in the

Pleilu Sub-ireca. This fact is due to the arrival of many additional
logistical units in the area. !aineunn-e support, spare parts, «nd
nighly qualified personnel have added to a greatly improved maintcnance
picture. Direct exchange facilities, additional repair facilities, in-
creased transportation capabilities have resulted in botter logistical
support. Class III and V requirements werc met and supported to the
sizeable increase in flying houre flown by this battalion. Throughout
tho Operation Paul .nvere T4 L, mwind gemi-permanent POL and ammnition
re-arming points wcre ostablished, The nnin loeation being tho Camp
Holloway area with additional poinis - Crtecka -nd the Oasis, Mobilo
points were established at Duc Co, .'}ni Me, and {: lecl as operations
dirocted on a day to day basis, Class !'l =.: ' at Caup Holloway is
provided through the use of a 4 point mini--port and 8 M49C tarkers.
Transient Avgas with TCP is available for CV-2 zircraft. Close¢ coordi-
w1 - through the S-4, 3/25 Infantry to the Pleiku Suppcrt .rea provided
~awitional 350 GPM pumps, scparators and bladders roquired to prov’ie
Class TII support in field operaiions. 4L steadily improving o' 'ure of
Class II & IV was notcd this quaricr., Duo out vehicles, £ tons, ambu-
lrnces, and 2% tons werc received by the several units within '!iis batta-
1ion. The authorized amounts of thc new family of radios, i.c., .7, :..°
25, AN/VRC-46, AN/V2C-47, AN/VRC-53's, wore reccived and installec. A
continuing shortage of 9 MWYCALl 28 ton PCL tankers oxists,

¥4

5. (U) Civil Aiffairs,

a+ During the quarter the 52d Combat .viation Battaliom parti-
cipated in the following projects and ! tivi'ies;

(1) The battalion was reprcsontced on the II Corps Community
ilclntions Council.

(2) The battaljon -rinr - ¥, 88 & major project, assistancc
to the Pleiku Montagnard Boariling School.

(3; .l tho week of 11-17 September 1966, the (~'tal’ m
was invited to ars'sr v ‘Lo comenting of Highland-lowland relaticnships.
The battalion .- v in? '« fiiea] advie: and assistance to a group of 60
Wetnamesa ' 1lace ol de o el el vh vue to Pleiku to provide a
work force for, and a cultural ~v:lo.re w''l, the students of the Montag-

nard Bonrding School,

CONFIDENTIAL
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. (4)  Provided the finencial support necessary for the formation
of a lunt:ygnard Boy Scout Troop within the Pleiku Boy Scout Council, ‘I/

(5) The 155th .ssault Helicopter Compiny at Ban Me Thuot con-’

t:}.nucd to provide medical assistance to the pationts of the Ban Mo Thuot hos-
il charity ward,

_ (6) the 145th Assault Helicopter Company collected volunteer
P ror the construction of a now charity ward at the Ban Mo Thuot hospital.

6o (U)  Porsonned

d. DPorsonncl Jhetions:

(1) hon-receipt of Lssigament lostiuctions: Assiguwcnt Instruct -

arc continuing toarrive lute, however, assignment instructions are reccived
" to individuals! DEROS,

(22) vt Gallss The e cysten of 1ssaing port eallo peior b !
Coeooadivdualds departiaee from the batt cdjon has dnproved the morole ractors

vi -1l individuils concorned. The neu system is operating very smoothlys; How-

~vir, plans are in process to have all indivduals depart Vietnam out of New

tlafic. 20, This will eliminate

.~ travel time and inconvicnce to
the individual conecerned,

LN P

(3) loss of 219th avn Co: The 219th Aviation Company (FW) was
trenst:rred to the control of the 223rd .wviation Battalion effcctive 14 Sept-
coer 1966, versonnel lweords and allicd papers wure delivered to Commanding
A fecr, 224ed aviation Dattalion on or about 14, September 1966,

7o (V) lteligious Activitigs,

co iuring thoe quartes a tobod

ot 17, rueliglons scrvices were con~
et for ]l clerents

of the battalion with a total attendance of 3476,
e oweckly Cleieaanion service wags added bo the Trotestant religious
et b Holboway dne liea of the lst dunday Coamunion in order to make the

Adce Dt wore aceessible sl Lo ans 0 the continued problems of those personncl
Who have to purfern duties on any - iCic Sunday.

. The vrobe tant congrepat ton initiated participatioen with the
' albstomir 1es and othor arca military congregations in a joint Irotes-
tent Sunday Fellowebip ~nd Hymnsing in the vleiku Hissionapy Compound.

dy e lieroae corviee for the 155th Lssault Helicopter Cowpany at

Mo Tt wore soaductsd ca v weokly basis by the Yrotestant Missionaries |
the titnolic cooplein at Gy,

M v i v neopenie acecantesd tor Lhe following l'CljgiOliS/ ]
ol actdon projocts: e

2t

(1) fho personnul of the }55th .ssault Helicopter Company in i
wr Me Thuot contlmed to assiot tho Catholic orphanage there. ;

(2) sversouncl of the L85th ssault flelicopter Company continued s
L2 ssist the drotestant Hisoir corosarium 14 Ban Me Thuot.

(5} wvoluntoor poatounet foow the Bouloway arotestant cohgregat-
Pon avoistod the vleiku missionarics in tho eonstruction of 2 new warchouse
ot thelr compound to store wilfare supplies. .

g
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. (&) .The Protcs?ant congregation on Camp Holloway contributed
q}z; :eekly offerings to ascist in the construction of the Jeorai Missionary
Church.

(5) The Catholic Chaplain at Camp Holloway initiated a program

tq raise the funds neccssary to the construction of a new wing on the St, ’aul
o Chartres Catholic Dey School.

8. (U) iwards and Decorations:

Total awards processed during ~.riod of report, by type:

Distinguished Flying Cion, )
Bronze Star 22
ir Medal "y 5
Air Medal 1,397 -
Army Commendation liedal 20

USARV Certificate of Achicnement 9

TOT.L - 1,459

S« (U) ©PIO ictivities during fPeriod of ileport:

a, General news stories 29
b. General news with photos I
c. Hometown news releases 16
d. Hometown news with photecs 12

TOT..L ~ 161

10, (U) Specinl Sorvices:
a. One USO performncc was presented to Camp Holloway rersonnel.

(1) USO showcase - 1oy sogers and Dale Evans performed 23
October 1966 along with their band the "Travellons",

(2) Continucd expansion ot the library with more books, audio
i time and library furniture.

(3) 4 & it equipment :. .. . issued to all subordinate units.

PR
)

SuCTION IT - COMLANDER'S OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Part I, Obscrvations (Lessons Learncd)
1. (¢) [lersonnel ‘

a., Item: Shortage of Personncl

Discussion: TO&E 1-258F does not auythorize an Executive Officer,

~dequate supply and administrative personnel, or gunners for the CH-47 air-
craft,

Observation: Changes to the above TO&E are being rccommended at this:
toie and if approved, should elimin~to this problem area, An immediate ’
auguientation for gunners should be -, .uoved for use in the CH-47 airceraft,

b, Itcin: 71120 Replacuments

Discussion: 71P20 (Flight Operations Specialists) replacements
have been found to have little or no experience. Though these men are school
trained, they are greatly lacking in expérience and proficiency in handling
flight records and other operations dutics.

PACE 5 OF 8 FAGES
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Observation: The heavy flying commitments placed on units
in a Theater of Operations increases operations' work loads to the point
where poorly trained and inexperienced operations personnel impose an
excessive ?urden on the unit, Their cventual training will be accomplished
and they will gain expericnce, but only at the expense of increased work
loads on other personnel of the unit.

2, (C) Operations
a. Item: Supported Unit Training

) Discussion: This unit corducted training for all artillery
brtteries of the 4th Infantry Division soon after their arrival in-country.
2% 7t was conducted during a 5 day period and included the proper

} """ and lashing of internal cargo, rigging and hook~up of external

- 05, and orientation of personnel on safety and emergency procedures
during troop moves, The training employed demonstrations and practical
c.ercises involving the actual movement of personnel and cquipment by
Cl=47T aircraft.

Observation: Training of this nature could be conducted in
COWUS; thereby saving valuable time on the aircraft thet should be uti-~
lized in support of the combat mission.

b, Item: Medical Evacuation and Medical Attention during the
Conduct of a Heliborne issault

Discussion: When conducting company size operations within
the Ban Me Thuot arca the attached medical evacuation helicopter flys as
trail aireraft of the formations; Depending on the terrain, tactical air
support and artillery trajectoriecs, the medical cvacuation helicopter
breaks away from the formation and orbits at altitude about thrce miles
from the landing zone, If the distance from the pick up zone to the land-
ing zonc is short enough, the hclieopter remains in this orbit arca; if
onn the other hand, the distance is of such mrgnitude as to preclude effec~

tive rescuc of a downed aireraft ~ 1 .teas well as providing adequatec
medionl evacuation coverage for ‘e -ir landed troops, the orbit point is
changed, Tt is norml procedur: © place this orbit point 1/3 of the

distance between the air landed troops and their pick up point.

Observation: The usc of an organic or attached medical
cvacuation ship durinr the conduct of a combat assault increases reaction
time for medical cvacuation thereby decreases the probable loss ratio of
wounded or injured troops while not detracting from the airmobile mission,

c. Jtom: Use of White Smoke to Mark Enemy Targets

Discussiont The current pyrotechnics identification as listed
in the SOI is unsatisfactory. To identify enemy tergets it prescribes white
smoke., This color of smoke is seen throughout the area of operation and is
such a common sight it draws no special notice from anyono, DIvery Montagnard
charcoal pit, of which there are many in the Central Highlands, produccs a
vhite smoke, Every friendly 12 is identified by the refuse and sump pit,
being burned, producing white smoke, In other words, the most common smoke
in Vietnan is white.

Observation: White smoke for the identifying of enemy targots
is unsatisfactory, The most effective and casily identified color is red.

For the reasons stated above an immediate change to the pyrotechnic portion
of the SO0I is warrarted,
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d. Item: Improved Crew Chief and G i
Capability, unner Communications

Discussion: The current configuration of the gunner and
crew chiefs drop cords found in the UH-1 hulicopter is unsatisfactory.
.\nyt.:imt; one of thesc crewmembers are required to move from his seat to
nssist 4n loading, unloading, refueling, or steps out to make a visual
obstaclg gleayance, he mist disconnect his drop cord, This creates a
08t undersirable and unsafe communications gap between the aircraft
commander and his crew, © Pt apsa in the present crew chief
and gunner communications . ° . is the lack of a floor button to
activate their microphone,  *~" aust hive the capability for transmitting
to the aircraft commander .1~ 7' the M-60 machine gun, In the casc
of the hand held M~60 -- ' - - - this i3 impossible and with the XM-23
is difficult.

Observation: 'he :m-:er and crew h'n can be provided w ilh
a continuous communication - ati17 v by "o - ke iy their drop cords,
The installation of a floor : - . will i .'ve these two "7 i
crew members with a much =~ . ... e o T e
e. Item: Positive e Cuatrnl of = v Tuner,

Discussion: The w0 ¢ s - has a massive
fire support capability in its duor gurners. -1:!% (ire power when proper-
ly controlled and directed can be a definitc nuset ' the ground "'
being supported, as well as protrcting the helicop'er  However, a few
instances of poor fire disipline while s o1+ ing a zround unit will cause
thum to lose faith in the firepower. To ;w7 de this a positive means ~f
fire control must be established and follawed oo “he aviation unit,

Obscrvation: One mcthed of 1 fire 1iseipline iz

to place the responsibility for " contro: Clae s Srerd” sommander,

He, being expericnced in the o and e S .Y by the unit,
is the legical min to direet t'n: - of hi T te et designate
all targets to his gurier and -"vo che o : Tree e cense fire.
When providing crose fire ¢ . » + A ground T, the wieaa commander
of the gunships wmust rigidly - he Jdoor guniers, He can

do this only after he Has made
tion and insured himself that -

-~ 1 the fire

“toeer i of the [riendly posi-
1, wade this i ntifiecation.

The gunship aireraft commindor - Cniretl ~e+ in the same manner
as a slick aircraft commander, S “*a Ly door guriierss must be
positively prohibited,

3, (U) Maintenance

a. Item: Cleaning of Comprcssor Rotor T-53-1~9/11 Lycoming
Engine,

. Discussicn: Duc to thc dusty environmental operating con-
«ltions, the aircraft of this battnlion arc exrosed to in day to day
souerations, a common engine problem is loss of power and occasionally
compressor stall due to dirty engiin: compressor rotors, Once an engine
accumulates sufficient dirt and contamination to evidence a serious loss
of power, it is too late to take preventive cleaning measures, and the
2. *ine compressor must be disassembled in order to clean the compressor
rotor and restore engine to a servicable condition. Therefore, this
battalion initiated a policy of preventive cleaning at each intermediate
inspection by using dry cleaning solvent and water., In addition, at each
periodic inspection a walnut shell clecaning procecdure was directed, /A1~
though it is still too early to definately determine the success of this
policy, it is expected to maintain engine performance at maximua efficiency
and reduce maintenance down time.
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Observationt ireventive cleaning of engi
revent! ngine compressor
rotors by procedures outlined in Iycoming Field Service Note and
TM 55-1520-210-20 will help to reduce engine loss of power and high
vxhaust gas temperatures,
Part I1I, Recommendations
1, (C) Personnel
a. That an impediatc eugmentation be authorized to assign
or attach personnel to be utilized as gunners aboard CH-47 aircraft,
The augmentation should be nn the basis of one per aircraft. Corme = T
b, That Flight. :erni ns Specialists (71P20) be given more : E
cxtensive training in o7 enanie of aviators flight records. This 3
could be accomplished :. ewternd’:r the school o assignment to oper-— ]
ational units prior to sc.i’n ‘liem overseas. ’
2. (C) Operahimzf;
a, DProblem: lailurc of XM=23 - rire .. the front.
2ae),-r ond: It has been found that the left side X123
in its issued configuaration will not fire when pointed “o the front,
This creates an unexceptable dead space area . r the lefi gunner. e
means to partly overcome this shortcoming is . add chute links * ‘he
feed tray.

Recommendation: ‘het n factor; modificaticn to the 34-23 L

be made which will enablc thc weap n to fire in the full forward poeiti n,

b, iroblem: Unit Call Signs

Background: Thorc is no way to hide the fact that an
~ssault helicopter company is operating in the area. The required mini-
sm radio transmission quickly reveanls that, All compounds in Vietnam
‘re elsily observed by agents, therefire the units operating from these

compounds are known to the enemy. Aviation units in Vietnam are proud
units. Their morale is high arnd their pride in the unit is outstanding,
They have used the same Call Signs for ycars and are known throughout
Vietnam as the Alligators, Stagecoaches, etc.. Until recently when an
aviator from one of these companies made a radio call you could hear the
oride and eepirit in his voice., However, this is no longer thne case due

to recent changes in call signs.

Recormendation: That the practice of changing Aviation
Company call signs be discontinued and their traditional call signs be

rcturned to the unit. ‘
)') .
- N

SO

1 Incl: FOY RICE
: After Action Report LTC, Inf i
Commanding 1
DISTRIBUTION §
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, 52D COMBAT AVIATION BATTALION

( APO 96318

AVGDCC 11 November 1966
SUPJECTS After Action Report, Operation Paul Revere 1 August - 31 October 1966
Qs Commanding Officer

17th Combat Aviation Group
ATTN: AVGD-SC
APO 96240

e A et e e i
e

1. The 52d Combat iviation Battalion has been participating in Operation
raul Revere for the entire period of this report.

<. SUMMARY OF EVENTS:

Period 14 August 66: The 52d Aviation Battalion supported Operation Paul
awvere IT with aireraft from the 119th, 155th, and 170th ..viation Companies.
The units conducted 9 airlanded assaulte 2 3 extractions, numerous resupply and
command & control missions.

The combined efforts of the 52d Aviztion battalions aircraft produced the
following results for this period:

SORITES TONS OF CARGO  TROOPS LIFTED MED EV,.C COMBAT LUSSES  HCURS FLOWN

3961 364 4091 9 0 1563

Week ending 18 /wugust 66: The 52d iviation Battalion supported Operation
Paul Revere II with aircraft from the 119th, 155th and 170th sviation Companics.
The units conducted 6 airlanded assaults, 3 extractions, mumorous rcsupply and
coimand and control missions.

One helicopter from the 119th crashed a3 a result of suspected cnemy
ground fire: The aireraft was totally destroyed. There were no injuries to
tiue crew or passengers.

The combined efforts of the 52d .viation Battalions aircraft produced the
following results for this period:

SORITES  JONS OF CiRGO TROOPS LIFTED MED EVAC COMBAT LUSSES  [QURS FLOWN
R
1659 459 4930 16 1 14,

Heek ending 19 iwugust 66: The 52d ..viation Battalion supported 9peration
szul levere IX with aircraft from the 119th, 155th, 170th and 179th .v§ation
corpanics. The units conducted 12 airlarnded assaults and 4\ extractions., Num-
-rous resupply and command and control rmissions were accomplished.

The combined efforts of the 52d iviation Battalions aircraft produced the
rollowing results for this period:

\
SCRTILS  TONS OF CLRGO  TROOPS LIFTED MED EVAC  COMBAT \LL,SSIL_S_ HOURS FLOWN

4251 269 4277 1 0 982,
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i1 25-31 wugust 66: The 520 .viation Battalion supported Opecraticn
ITI with alrcraft from the 119th, 155th, 170th and 179th .viitious

The units conducted 8 airlanded assaults, 2 uxtractions, mume:os

w03y and cammand and control rissions.

i 31 2

The combined ufforts of ths 52d avintion Battalions sircreft produ e
ilowing results for this psriod:
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R P 2587 ¢ 3
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week ending 29 September 66: The 52d ,.viation Battalion supported Opecr—
“ v Paul Revere III with aircraft from the 119th, 155th, 170th and 17%th
~viation Companics. The units conducted 10 airlanded assaultc, 2 extractions,
riratous resupply and cammand and control missions.

nt 0700 Hours on 26 September 66 the 1/35 Infantry Battalion was cirlifted
fro: Yi 865366 to Ya 806L40. i totsl of 337 troops and 50 tons of cquipnent
Lere moved. On 28 September 66 two Infantry Battalions were moved. The 2/35
Infantry Battalion was airlifted to 2. 184,103 from Y. 835147 ond the 2/8 Infan-
try battalion was noved to Y4 866135 .fron AR 806345. On 29 Secptember 66, due
to vreports of increased enemy activity, a night combat assault was performed

~irlanding 30 troops at 24 196387 from Zn 205342. No contact was made and there
wee no incidents.

The combined ¢fforts of the 52d aiviation Battalions aircraft produccd the
Tollcwing results for this period:

TORTILS  TONS OF CARGO  TROOPS LIFTLD  MED kvaC  COMBLT 1OSSES — HOURS FLOWN

L4812 990 6511 0 0] 1449
Period 29-30 September 66: The 52d aviation Battalion supported Operation

Poul Revere III with aircraft from the 119th, 155th, 170th and 179th .viation

Conpanies. The units conducted 2 airlanded assaults and numercus resupply and
co.nnd and control missions.

‘The combined efforts of the 52d sviation Battalions aircraft produced the
following results for this period: '

SQRTIES TONS OF C.RGO TROOPS LIFTED  MED bVAC  COMBAT LOSSES  HOQURS FLOWN
1016 241, 1399 0] 0 300

Puriod 1-6 October 66: The 52d .vistion Battalion supported Opcration
Faul Revere with aircraft from the 119th, 155th, 170th, and 179th aviation
conprnies. The units conducted 6 airlanded assaults, 2 extractions, numcrous
rcsupply and command and control nissions.

On 1 October 66 at 2000 hours a night combat assault was performed by the
119.h .viation Company, lifting 2. troops of thc 2/35 Infantry Battalion from
4. 206343 TO Ziv 205315. Ae the aircraft were rcturning to basc camp (Zi 204342),
Liv; received heavy automatic weapons fire from the Catecka Plantation. The
Jun ships irmediately took the target under fire and the weapons were silenced.

The combincd efforts of the 52d ..vistion Battalions nircraft produced the
Jollowing results forthis period:

26Tk TONS OF CiRGO  TROOPS LIFTED © MkD EVAC  COMBAT LCSSES — HOURS FLOWN

293 982 5594 3 0 1455

Period 6-12 October 66: The 52d .vintion Battalion supported Operation
. “ul Revere with aircraft from the 119th, 155th, 170th, and 179th .viation

;> wb.nics. The units conducted 8 airlanded assaults, 3 extractions, numcrous
* vupply and command and control missions.

On 9 October 66 the 155th iviation Company lifted 445 troops of the 1/l
InIvntry Battalion from Yi 674275 and Yi 745215 to Y. 950408 and YA 962442.

.o 179th iwviation Company lifted the supporting artillery, B/2/9 from YA 773228
vo Y. 950408.
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The combined efforts of the 52d Aviation Battalions aircraft produced

the following results for this period: 1 &
SOf!’l'IE TONS OF CARGO  TROOPS LIFTED EVAC COMBAT IOSSES  HOURS FLOWN
6008 1229 5527 23 0 1779

Period 13-19 October 66: The 52d Aviation Battalion supported Cperation
Paul Revere with dircraft from the 119th, 155th, 170th and 179th Aviation Come
rhonies. The units conducted 11 airlanded assaults, 2 extractions, nuaerous
vesupply and comand and control missions.

On 1, October the 119th aviation Company lifted the 2/8 Infantry Battalion

fiom YA 825197 and YA 846104 to YA 91624,1. A total of 357 troops and 66 tons
+f vquipment were moved on this 1ift.

On 18 October the 170th iviation Company lifted the 2/35 Infantry Battalion

vrom Zi 160575 to ZA B624L58. A total of 481 troops and 14 tons of eargo were
t.ved on this lift.

On 19 October the 119th Aviation Coampany lifted the 1/35 Infantry Battalion

Iron 24 136540 and ZA 159476 to Zi B15462 and Plei Djerang. A total of L19
treops and 20 tons of cargo was lifted to make this move.

The combined cfforts of the 52d avistion Battalions aireraft produccd the
following results for this period:

Soit.2.5  TONS OF CARGO  TROOPS LIFTED MED £VAC  COMBAT LOSSES  HOURS FLOWN
5620 1207 6786 0 0 1629

P.uriod 20-27 October 66: The 52d iviation Battalion supported Operation
f~ul kovere with aireraft from the 119th, 155th, 170th and 179th Aviation Com-
sries. The units conducted 9 airlanded assaults, 2 extractions, numerous re-
¢.x0ly ~nd cemmand and control missions.

On 21 October 66 the 155th fviation Company supported Operation Hoa Lu 80.
The 155th lifted 111 CIDG troops from Plei Mrong to Ya 958702. A UH-1B(4)
prep was fired on the LZ prior to the assault.

On 22 October 66 two Battalions of the 4th Division were in contact with
an encmy forece. The 170th fviation Company provided emergency resupply to
these units late into the night and early morning.

On 25 October 66 the 155th Aviation Company supported Operation Thang

inng 252. A total of 680 troops were lifted from Ban Me Thuot & Boun Ea Yang
- BP 175875 and BP 120863.

The combined efforts of the 52d aviation Battalions aircraft produeced
t~llowing results for this period:

IS IQNS OF CWRGO TROOPS LIFTED MED EVAC  COMBAT LOSSES  HOURS FLOWN

ol 1227 5692 5 0] 1393

\ Period 27-31 October 66: The 52d Aviation Battalion supported Operation

ua ...vere with aircraft from the 119th, 155th, 170th and 179th aviation Com-
f#+ivs. The units conducted 6 airlanded assaults, 2 extractions, numerous
r.ourply and command and control missions.

Cio 27 October 66 the 119th Aviation Company lifted 1Ll CIDG's from
h Ci6biR to Plei Djierang and 115 CIDG's from Plei Djerang to Y. 838642,

PAGE 4 QF 5 PAGES

13
CONFIDENTIAL

1



A

CONFIDENTIAL

On 28 Uctober 66 two Battalions fron the 4th Division were in contact with
the eneny and nunerous night chergency resupply tiissions were accomplished.

On 29 October 66 the enemy contact intensified and heavy resupply re-
quirements were preformed by the Battalions aircraft. One UH-1D of the 117th
..viation Company was shot down while performing resupply. There were no in-
Jurics to the crew howcver the i/C was totally destroyed.

On 30 October 1966 one UH-1D of the 155th aviation Company was shot down
in the vicinity of Yi 835605. Both tic aircraft and the crcw of 4 were lost.

The combined efforts of the 52d ..viation Battalions aircraft produced the
follewing results for this period:

SORTIES  TONS OF CARGO TROOPS LIFTED  MED EVAC  COIBAT LUSSES  HOURS FLOWN

2865 788.2 3709 11, 2 995.0
RICE
OFFICIAL LTC
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AY3D~S7 (13 Nov 66) 1st Ind

SUBJRECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period ™nding 31 Cctober 1966
(RCS CSFOR=-E5)

HEADWUARTERS, 17TE COMBAT AVIATION GROUP, APD 96240 3 Necember 1966
TC: Commanding General, I FFCRNEY, APO 96240

1, () BRasie comrunication is forwardad for infermaticn and necessary
actiona

2. (%) This headnuarters concurs with Part 11 Wecommendations az
modified herein,

a. heference paracraph la. Concur,
b, Reference paragraph lb., Concur.
s Reference paragraph 2a., Concur,.

d, Reference parapraph 2b., rhanping call signs of avistion units
creates not only a problem frcm a morale and espXritf. standpoint but often
results in the wron~ r~all signe being reported by aviators in smerrency
situations, This could be avaided by maintaining traditionel call sifnse

3. (1) Lesscns Learned and "ommanders Recommendaticns will be disceminated
t5 the ficmbat Aviation Rattalions assigned to this headquarters,

ForR THW SCMMANDER:

THIS IS A TRIE COPY N.F, HATHTY
. nPT, AT
s ) ) Adjutant

« - AR

CANETE  RRCAM

Yajor, N7
Operatione (fficer

Reprade UMCLASSIFITD when sperated
from CLASSIFIED materisl
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AVPA=GC~TIG (11 Hov 66) et Ind
305J5¢0s Operasional Remort for Quartcrly Period =ncing 51 October 196G,
2CH CH0R-65

lewdousrters, I Meld Force Vietnam, APO Us Forces 96350 92 6 NOV 1956

o2des Commanding: General, 1st Aviation Brigade avili: aV.oa-C, atu
Us Morces 96307

R eH Commendin - General, Uniteu States dArmy Vietnam, ATTH: aVl-uu,
we US Porces $6307

The Unernt

Py

ional Report of the 52d Comb.t Aviution Battalion is
wdeoustes Concur in coments contained hereine

Yo s Cobtlaasits

Ny

1 Incl WILLIAM H S

o
[R%e3

Colonel,
Adjutant Géneral
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBA.C (13 Nov 66) 3xd Ind

SUBJECT: Operaticnal Hepc.t for Quarterly Pertiod Kading 31 October 1966
(RC3 C3FOR-65)

HEADQUARTELS, 13T AVIATION BRIGALB, AFO 96307 1u L.

T0: g&;}mﬂn& General, United States Army, Vietnam, ATIN: AVHAV, AFO

1. The 52nd Combat Aviation Battalion's operational rsport for the
veriod onding 31 October 1966 is forwarded for informatics irul actiom.

2, This lwadqusrters concures with the recosmendations with the
additional couments.

8. Reference section II part )} pacegreaph la and part 11 paragraph
la: A MIUE 1-25&° 1s presently being staffed. DA has authorized door
gunners for each CH~47 and each UH-l Company. Augmentations hiave been
authorized for all in-country and deploying assault and assault support
helicopter companies with the exception of the 179th Assault Support
Helicopter Company. Hecammend USARV provide the 17 gumnors required for
the 179th Assault Support Hellcopter Company (16 CH-47 and one UH-1).

b. Reference section II part 2 paragraph lb: This headquarters
has no knowledge of the reason for poorly qualified operations specialists
arriving in—country and performing inidequately. Recomsend this problem
be evaluated and resolved by Headquarters, USCONAHC.

0. Reference section II part 1 pagagraph 2a: Supported unit
training., A briefirg tsam fram this headquarters conducted a series of
briefings on alrmobils operations in CONUS for the units deploying to
HVN. These briuvfings included CH-,7 instiustion but did not conduct
practical exercises,

d. HKaference section 1I part 1 paregraph 2c: Use of White
Smoke to mark ensm, targets. Hecomsend USARV take action to change the
color of mmoke used for marking enemy targets.

o. Reference section II part 1 paragraph 2ds Crew Chief and
Gunner Cosmeunicstions. This requirement has been recognized. 4 test vas
conducted to evaluate several types of [loor switches, and the results
forwarded to DA for action. The brigace signal office will study the
recammendation for lengthening drop corda.

CONHDENTlAL Repre '] lausfied
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AVBA-C (13 Nov 66)

SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Buding 31 October 1966
(RCS CSFOR -65

Y. HReference section I1 part 2 paragreph 2b: Unit Call Signs.
The effect on morale and tactical efficiency of using treditional call
signs has been recogniged by this headgquarters. The decision as to what
call signs will be used has been delegated to the comeanders of aviation
groups and separate battalions.

FOB THE COMMANDER:

. ,
(',7(’(&«-(, o

Copies Furuished W. RIVEHA
17th Cbt Am Gp Captain, AGC
Asst Adjutant Genersl
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AVHGC-NH (11 Nov 66) Lth Ind
SUBJFCT: Onerational Report-lessons learned for the Period Ynding
31 October 1966 (RCS CSFOR-65)

HTATVI'ARTERS, UNITFD STATFS ARMY VIFTNZM, APD San Francisco 96707 § - UAN 1867

TN: Commarrier in Chief, United States Arnv . “oeific, ATTM. CUAVOT
AP0 96558

1.&6%%13 headouarters has reviewed the Orerational Report-lessons
Loarned for the period ending 31 October 1964 from Headnuarters, 57d
fombat Aviation Battalion as indorsed,

Q.CﬂPertinent comments are as follows:

a. Reference Paragraph ta, Part 1, Sectisn 1T, Pape 5; Para-
graoh 1a, Part TI, Section IT: and Perapgrarh 2a, 3d Tndorsement:

(1) (U) The 1st Aviation Brigade has prerared MTOF 1-258
for medium helicooter companies, MTOF was recelved at this heedouarters
on 12 Dacember 1966 and is presently being staffed, MTOE contains per-
sonnel additions to enhance the suprly and administrative capability of
the units,

(2) (S) noor gunner augmentations of 16 men each are
contained in Program IV as aporoved reouirements for all medium heli-
copter comranies with the exception of the 179th Aviation Commany.
The 179th Aviation Company has requested i i NV authorize ihe
door punner ausmentation,s Tn view of the atringesnt troor celling im-
posed unon USAKV, personnel spaces cannot be apnroved by thia head-
g1arters unles< the 1st Aviation Brigade can previde trade-off of
anoroved snaces,

b. (U) Reference taragrarh ?a, *art 2, Section 2, Tnpe f:
The 3Lth General Supvort Group has been advised of this deficlency and
has remested that the 52d Aviation Battalion submit an Rouirment
Improvement Rectort {RTR), This is the first revort received bv the
ahth Ceneral Sirmort Group from usine units concerning this rroblem.

¢. (1) Reference Paragraph 2¢, Part 1, Section 2, "are 3
ana Faragra-h 24, 3d Tndoreement: Nonconcur. The pvro/smoke code 1s
based on the recommendations of 28 major US tactical and advisory units,

13
3.5=-67 !
GROUD- § ¢ e
DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS. Gt -t~
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 17 YEAlS, - .
DOD Dl vido, WV
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AVHGC-DH (11 Nov 66)

SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons learned for the Period Ending
31 October 1966 (RCS CSPOR-65)

All commands agreed that since only white emoke rockets were availr-le,
white smoke would be used to mark targets,

d. (C) Reference Paragraph 2b, Part 2, Section II, Page 2;
Paragravh 24, i1st Indorsement; and Paragrevh 2f, 3d Indorsement: Non-
concur, USARV units are assigned call signs in ACP 110 Suop 33 which
precludee assignment of "traditional® call signs, The advantage of
having secure call signs already orepared in tabulated form is con-
sidered to be of such value as to outweigh this objection, Alse, the
use of these call signs makes ravid identification of a unit through
call sign assignments rascords possible, This provides for more imme-
date response to radio frequency interference rroblems, Accordingly,
1ISARV SOT item Nr 50-L was published which requires all subordinate
commands to derive their voice call signs from the ACP sources,

AT D

R. ). THORNTON
ia L1, AGC
Asst Adjnrant General

“OR THR COMMANDER:

1 Tnel
ne
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SECRET

GPOP-0T (11 Nov 66) 5th Ind (U)
] SUBJECT: Operational Report-lLessons Learned for the Perfiod Fnding
31 October 1966 (RCS CSFOR-65), HQ 52d Cbt Avn Bn

1@, US ARMY, PACIFIC, APO San Francisco 96558 4@ WAR1987

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the

Army, Waghington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters concurs in the basic report as indorsed.

CPT, AGC
Aset AG

FCR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

1 Incl
nc
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