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THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF
THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE LAWS, TITLE 18,
U.S.C., SECTIONS 793 AND 794. THE TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF
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NOTICE: When government or other drawings, specifications or other
data are used for any purpose other than in connection with a defi-
nitely related government procurement operation, the U, S. Government
thereby incurs no responsibility, nor any obligation whatsoever; and
the fact that the Government may have formulated, furnished, or in any
way supplied the said drawings, specifications, or other data is not
to be regarded by implication or otherwise as in any manner licensing
the holder or any other person or corporation, or conveying any rights
or permission to manufacture, use or sell ary patcnted invention that
may in any way be related thereto.
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. Subject feport is forwarded for review and evaluation 1n accordaned
with paragraph 4b, AR 525-15, Information of actions Initiated as a
result of subject report should be forwarded to ACSFOR OT UT withir %9
days of receipt of covering letter.

2. lnformatxon contalned in thls report 1s provided Lo 1nsLIT appropriate
benefits in the future from lessons learned during current opexat|'n> ar.d
may be adapted for use in developing training material.
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CONFIDENTIAL

3D GQUATRON, 17TH CAVALEY
QUARTSE EXDDG
30 AMIL 1970

AVBACAAOC | 10 May 1970

SUBJECT: Operetional Report-lessons Lsarmaed of 34 Squedrem, 17th Afr
Cavalry for Feriod Bnding 30 April 1970, RCS8 CHPOR.65 (R2)(U)

SEE DISTRIBUTION

| PARAGRATE ¢
\ fgnificant Aotivitiae

1. (U) MISSXON: The squadren's mission has besn that of providing
reconmaissance, mxvaillanca, ssourity and eoonowy of fores support to
uni tw operuting in the IIT and IV Corps Tactiocal Zons.
\‘\
2. (POUO) PERSORNEL: \

\

A, Xroacmol Ciongoss Falloving is the crmaond grovp\ad oriaipal
ataff as of 30 Apreil 1970, with the changes during the pe .

umomm.cam”) 00 %o Change.

GHAND A. SOMES (IR X0  Beplaced MAJ VILLIAM E. OAXKS
i e b AEER—) o 1G T TO.

. WAY EARGID L. SMTH
CcP? JEVFRY D. corix7on (Gesmmmal) . 6% Replaced s 1. gus

CPT STANLEY L. RNED (JouagmuiB@l)) - 81 Fo Change.

11T PATRICK J. MOE (piRNumaame® - B2 hm,m)ﬂr&: 7n;f:mcs
CPT BOYD K. LOKABY JR. (.-. 84 Replaced MAJ :?npipfx%xfm
GROUP 4
TOMMGRATED AT 3 YRAR INTERVALS
FOR oT vT TECTASEIFIRD AFTER 12 YRURS
20085

lnclosurs coﬂﬂn“ﬂll
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACA-GC
SUBJECTs Operaticnal Report-lessons lesrred of 34 Squadren, 1;&%19%
Cavalxy for Period Reding %0 April 1970. RCS COFOR-65 (m2)(U)

CPT GEOROE J. EWIFT JR HET 00  Esploced QPT JAMES R, THOMLS
( aon 13 Yeb 700

CPT PERRY F. GTANKEY (Mgl Godn Maint Deplased GPE DOMALD A, ILVIS
on 15 Mar 70,

#n5 WIrtan E. o4xes (N B 7rp CO  Raplased MAY RIGHIRD L. SCIFS
-

16 Teb 70,
1 Jaes ¥, ook S » Tp O Replaced MAT WILLLLM B, GAXES
on 28 A 70,
HAJ JAMES D, DAKIRLOOT C Prp CO Replaced MAY FRED ¥, LYSSY
(NP 2 i T0.
CPT BALFY 8, BXYIGR (MM D Trp 0O  Replaced CP? R. OONDOS
. J!-ngmm.
amm% . CAROTHIRS ST5TC CO  Replaced CPT CHARLEE M, FOSTER
cpr Jex 0. zenms1e (U 5767C OO0  Replaced CPP JUMM L, ROEERTS
A = 2 Ly 0.
CPT JOSEPH F. %vIT0 SUUEENENEI 3697C CO Replaced CPT JOHE G. BUENGIIE
: AEEERSRER o~ 19 Mar 70.
112 waxxax c. devas (AEIINEEENY 612 fig 00 ORORCE H. ALLISON
on 20 Apx T0.
O3 JANES C, HINTSINOER 813 8ig 00 Ho Changoe
PAUL (RMY) SLOOTER 816 8ig 0O Bo Chango.

b, Unit SBtrengths as of 30 April 19701 The squadron ies authoxrised
85 officars, 105 warrant offioors, and 848 anliated mon. Assignad stroungth
at tho and of the reporting period waas 84 offioers, 85 wartant officors and
799 enlistod wen (Bee Inslocwe ).

ces Xafusionr Thero was no {nfusion of officers, varrant offioors or
enlistod mon during tho mepoarting pexioed,

INCL 2

CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL

LVBLCAGC : 10 May 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learmed of 3d Squadron, 17th Air

Cavalry for the Period Ending 30 April 1970. RCS CSFR-65 (R2)(U)

de Awards and Decorationss Eight hundred and fiftyesix (856) awards

were recommended during the reporting period. Three hundred and forty-six
(346) were approved and five hundred and ten (510) mre still pending (see
inclosure 5). .

8e Friendly Lossess TFriendly losses for the period were 5 KI& and
45 WIA, There were no personnel MIA (see inclosure 6),

3. (C) INTELLIGENCE: The squadron conducted extensive aerial recomnaicsance
and surveillance missions; providing its various control headquarters with
valuable and timely information concerning the enemy. The squadronts efforts
were concentrated in Bien Duong, Hau Nghia, Gia Dinh, Long An, Bien Hoa,

Binh Long and Long Khanh Provinces and, to a limited extent, in Phuoo long,
Phuoc Tuy and Binh Tuy Provinces., In the IV Corps Tactical Zone operations
arc congentrated in An Xuyen, Kien Giang, Chuong Thien, and Bac Lieu Provinces.
Attention centered on known and suspected enemy base camp areas and lines of
commmications. The intelligence gathered provided the basis for ground
operations, tactical and strategic air strikes, and ertillery strikes.

a. Terraini The relicf in the squadron's area of opcrations ranzed
from flat delta in the south to gently rolling hills in Bien Hoa and Long
Khanh Provinoes. Drainage is provided by the Saigon, Iha Be, Dong Nai,
Ve Co Dong, Vem Co Tay and Mckong Rivers and their tributories. Voege-
tation concists of extensive rice orops in the dolta regions, extensive

rubber plantations in parts of Binh Duong and Long Khanh Provinces, cnd
extensive broadleafed evergreen forcsts olsewhere.

(1) Obgervation and Fields of Fires Observation and fields of fire
ranged from extremely limited in the forested areas of Binh Long and Iong
Khanh Provinces to excellent as one moved south in the delta areas.

(2) Obstnoless Neither natural nor artificial obstacles in the TLCR
h~d any effeet on squadron operations.

(3) Cover and Conceclments The ememy has limited natural covers how-
ever,, e is an exvert at bhuilding turrel and buker cormlexes wiiei:
provide him excecllent protection against dircet and imdirect fire 23 well as
air strikes. Tho enemy has excellent conceclment in jungle and plantation
arens as well as among nippe pelm and pineapplc trees which frequently liane
rivers and canals in the dclts cxrers. He also makes maximum use of deoxkness
ond comouflage to concenl his movement or presonce in on areas

(4) Key Terrains Highways 1, 4, 15, and 20, and the Dong Nai, Snigon,
Vam Co Dong, Vam Co Tny, and Mekong Rivers together with their major tribue
taries are oonsidered key terrain. The highwoys arc selected beocuse of
their impertonce os lines of commnications - not only for military traffic
but for civilian traffic as well. The major rivers also serve os impertant

INCL 3
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* AVBLCASGC 10 May 1970
SUBJECT: Oporational Report-Lessons learned of 3d SqmdronL 17¢h Airx
Cavalry for Foriod Ending 30 April 1970. RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)(V)

lines of communications and enable allicd foroes to ship large quontities
of materials, For the same reason, these rivers form important lines of
comudention for the enemy.

(5) Avenues of Approach: The £ ollowing VC/NVA avenues of approach
into the squadron's arca of operations arc considered significants

(a) Perrot's Beak (XS 3192) and Vam Co Tay River.
(b) Parrot's Berk, Bo Bo Cannl, Pincopplc Plantation (XS 5890), Saigon.

s (¢) Bo Thu (XT 2703), My Thong Dong (XT 4402), Tan Nhut (XS 7083),
~dgon.

(2) Angel's Wing (XT 3113), An Ninh (XT 4013), Bau Nghia Swamp, Saigon.

(e) Angel's Wing/Ba Thu, Vom Co Dong River, Pincapple Plantation,
Saigon.

(£) Pishhook (XT 5890), Michelin Plantation, Boi loi Woods, Saigon
River, Binh My (XT 5318), Saigon.

(g) Phuoc long "Saddle" (YU 0936) to War Zone "D'.
(h) Combodia, Gulf of Thailand, Wostern Coast of IV Corps.
(1) Seven Mountains (VS 0060), Three Sisters, U Minh Ferest.

be Weathcr: During the reporting period the squadron's aren of cpe
crations was characterized by fair weather clouds cnd strong Northoost
Mongoonal windse The III OT2 wds undoer the influence of the Northecst
Monsocon. February and March was charaoterised by high nerthecsterly winds
ond pertly eloudy skios. During the mornings ceilings wore ofton less
than 800 fcet and visibility as low as 1/10 mile at some locotionse Mini-
mm temperstures ranged from 66 to 75 degreos with moximum tcmperatures
from 84 to 95 degrees. Total rainfall in most arceas during tho period wos
less than 1 inch. April was cheractorized by the transitional phase from
#E (dry) monsoon season to tho SW (wet) monsoons. Patchy morning fog cnd
haze oceurred, with visibility rcduccd to 1/4 to 3 miles. Aftornoon and
cvoning rain showers and thunder showers occurrcd on 7-10 days during the
nonth with total rainfall of 3.5 inches =t some locntionse Sweface winds
were gencrally from the northeast to southwest at 5-15 knots, gusts to
26 knots. High termporatures ranged from 91 to 106 degreoese The low wns
from 75 to 82 degrces.

4+ (C) OPERATIONS: .The 3/47 Air Cavalry areas of operation werc locntod
primrily in the north central, southern, westexrn and eastcrn erc~s of III

4
CONFIDENTIAL -



CONFIDENTIAL

LVB.CAGC 10 May 1970
SUBJECT: Operationol Reportelcssons Learned of 3d Squoadron, 17t'.1y1d2‘7

Cavalry for Period Ending 30 April 1970. RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)(U)

Corps and tho southern and southwestern aroe of IV Corpa. The squadren
with its troops in direct support of two brigade sizo units and two major
comnds (Delte Militery Assistance Cormand and Capitol Militery District)
conducted resonnaissance, sccurity, surveillance and cconomy of fcxee op-
erations throughout the mrjor portions of III Corps and southern portion of
IV Corps. Lt various times during the reporting period, A Troop was in dir-
oct support of Delin Military Assistance Command, Sth ARVN Divisien, Long -
Binh Special Zone, Scnior Advieor Nhon Trach District and the US Navy in

thc Rung Sat Spocial Zonc. On 29 April A Troop began direct suppert of

the 269th Avintion Battalion for a specinl missions B Troop remnined in
dircet support of the 3d Brigade, 9th US Infantry Division in Iong 4n
Provinoe and on 18 April bogan diroct support of Capitol Militory District
(CMD). On 30 April a portion of B Troop began éirect support cf 3d Drigede,
25%1 Infantry Division for o special mission. During the reporting veriod
C Troop remined in direct support of the 199th Light Infantry Brigede in
Long Khenh Provinses C Troop also supported the Roysl Thai Army Voluntecr
Forces (RTAVF), Scnior Advisor Nhon Trach District, the US Novy in the Rung
Snt Special Zone, and the 18th ARVN Division. D Troop supported D Coy T5th
Infantry until 31 March 1970. On 15 April D Troop begon -direct support of
the 22 Brigade, 25th Infantry Division operation in the Nhon Trach District.
On 27 March the 317th Aviation Detachmont (Divisionnl) beennme attached to
squadron for administrative and logistical support.

oe Bignificrnt Opcrationss

(1) The missions of A Troop have included extensive armed corial visunl
rccomaissance and surveillance missions, aerial checkpoint nissions, rocd
ond convoy sccurity and corbined missions vith grownd operations. Thc acroe
rifle platoon was not used while in support of Delta Military Assigtonce
Cormond; however while in support of the 5th ARVN Division thoy werc uscd

for lirdted ground reconmnaissance missions and provided security for downed
nircraft,

(a) During the month of Februaxy while supporting the 21st ARV Di-
vision A Troop accountod for 143 structurcs desiroyed, 112 gompans dege
troyed and 46 oneryy killed.

(b) During the month of March 4 Troop accowumted for 134 structures
deatroyed, 134 sampans destroyed and 60 encmy killed. On 21 March A Troop
begon o four day transition from support of Delta Military Assistance Come
rand to support of the Sth ARVH Division. By 25 March A Troop had closod
DiAn ocad was in full support of the 5th ARVN Division.

(¢) In April, A Troop destroyad 22 structures, 6 sampens, and killod
7 cnery while in support of the 5tts LARVN Division, the US Navy in the Rung
Sat Specinl Zone and the Senior Adwisor, Nhon Trach Districte A Trcoo also
provided first and last light visual rocommaissonce suppart to the Long Binh

5
CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL

LVBAGA-GC 10 May 4970
SUBJECT: Operational Report-lLosaons Loarmed of 34 Squadron, 17th Air
Cavalry for Poriod Ending 30 April 1970. RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)(V)

Special Zone beginning 27 April,

(2) The mission of B Troop has included viswal roconnnissenco poople
dotector (sniffer) missions, ranger insertions and Night Howk missions,
The troop used its acroeriflc platoon at the diseretion of the troop com
nondor for ground reconnaissance rissions, as soourity for downed air-

craft and to dovelop any situntion found by the visunl reconnnisscnece
teons,

(a) During the month of Fobrucry B Troop accounted for 38 structures
destroyed, 4 sanpans dostroyod, and 24 ecnery killode Five of the 24 cnomy
killed worc a result of a Night Hawk or night gunship support given to the
34 Brigade, 9th Infantry Division.

(b) In March, B Troop dcatroyed 141 structures, 5 sampans and killed
55 enomy. On 19 March the a cro-riflec platoon killed 6 enermy and ccpiured 2
{K«AT's and goveral pounds of documents.

(o) During the month of April B Troop destroyed 53 structurcs, 4 san-
pons, ond killed 8 enemy while in support of Capitol Milit-xy Distriot
and the 34 Brigade, 9th Infantry Division.

(3) Throughout the quarter, C Troop performed visunl recommaissanco
ond oerial check point missions in the Long Khanh Province in support of
the 195th Iight Infantry Brigade. The aero-rifle platoon was used fro-
quently by the troop commandor for limited ground reconnaissance opcrotions
and to provide security for downed aircraft. C Troop also supportcd othor
units during the period as previously noted.

(a) During the month of February C Troop destroyed 41 structures, 4
sanpans and killed 11 cnemy while in support of the 199th Light Infantry
Brigade, Yhon Troch District and tho Royal Thai Army Volunteer Forcese

(b) In March, C Troop accounted for 71 structures and 1 sanmpon dose
troyed and 21 cnemy killede On 3 March C Troop killed 10 cnony whilc in
upport of the 18th ARVN Division,.

(c) During thc month of April, C Troop was creditod with 8 encrmy killed,
3 structurcs destroyed and 2 sanpans destroyeds On 20 April the rcxro-rifle-
platoon was inscrted to perfom s ground recomnnissance nission of ¢ meo':ane
ionl ambush site set on 11 Lprils One B=40 rocket and a fresh grave wero
discovered at the sitoce Onc enemy kill wos arcedited to C Troop.

(4) During the quarter, D Troop previded supported units with growd

- roconnaissance, seourity and ambush capability. D Troop elements were
used froquontly as the acro-rifle platoong for the Adir Cevalry troops and

6
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AVBACAGC 10 May 1970
SUBJECTs Operational RoporteLessens Learned of 3d Squadron, 17th Adr

Covalry for Poriod Ending 30 April 1970. RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)(U)

performed the primnry nmissions of ground reconnaissance and seourity of
downed airoraft,

(a) On 31 March D Troop wns relcased from OPCON of D Company 75th
Infantry., No significant nctivity wos reported during the nonth of
Fabruery. In March, while in support of D/75th Infantry, D Trcop wns
creditcd with 2 enery killed and 1 structurc destroyed.

(b) On 15 April D Troop becane OPCON of the 2d Brigade, 25th Infantry
Divigion. During the month D Troop killed 5 enery and destrcyed 12 struct-
ures. All of the enery killed were from operations in the Nhon Traoch Dis-
trict in support of the 24 Battalion, 47th Infantry (necheniged).

b. Sunmerys While flying 30444 sorties, the squodron lifted 25490
troops, 115 tons of cargo, and wne crodited with 262 encuy killed, 738
structures destrcyed, and 295 sampans destroyed. (Sce inclosure 7)

5, (U) ORGANIZATION:s The squadron is orgenized under TOEAMOE 17=95T
dated Junc 1965 and USARPAC Gencral Order 401 dated August 1968. In adw
Cition RL/KD teane are attached (one per air oavalry troop) by tho 12th
Conbat Group Generrl Order 60 dated Avgust 1968, The 317th Avietion
Detachrent is attached to the squodron for adrinigtrative and logistioal
supporte On 20 March C Troop, 16th Cavalry beeame attached te the squadron
for a 20 day period. It was during this attachment thot A Troop was moved
from Soc Trong to Dikn and C/16th Cav was moved from Phu Loi to Soc Trong
to begin operations in tho Delta. On 10 April C/16th Cav was rcleaged
fronm attochment to 3/17th Air Cavelry.

6. (U) TRAININGs During this reporting period, the squadron had naxe
imun participation in all alloccted school courses. New inceuntry ree
Dlacements received training at Blackhorse Acadery in Long Binh, operated
by the 11th Armored Cavelry Regiment. The 3/17 provides one instructer to
2id in the additional student load.

a. All training within the squadron wgs conducted with no recuction
in the oporational status of the unit,

be Training Deys - O.

¢e Tactical Movess Therc were two tactical moves during this querter.
Following is an cperationsl repert of the move of C Troop, 16th Aix Cavelry
fron Phu Loi to Soc Trang and the move of A Troop 3/17th Air Cavalry fron
Soc Trang to DiAnt

(1) On 20 March 1970, € Troop (Air) 16th Cavalry was attoched to this

squacron for administrative and logistical support for a 30 day pcriode .84
nission required the relocnting of € Troop (Air) 16th Covalry fron Piw Lni

7
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SUBJECT: Operational Roportelessons lLearned of 3d Squadron, 17th Air

Oavalyy for Poriod Ending 30 April 1970. RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)(U)

to Soo Trang and returning A Troop (=) 34 Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry fron
8oo Trang to Diin, and the establishmont of new logistical support acocuts
within the IV Corps area for C/16 Cav.

(2) Initial requisitions for thc now augmentatod aireraft mointonanoc
secotion were placed against the 605th Trans Co, Phu Loi and the 754th Supply
& Servioce Co, Binh Thuy by 28 March 1970,

(3) Initicl dnotical elements began thoir movo using organic air and
6 each C=130 sorties (2 por day 25, 26, 27 March). The same 6 airorefb
(C=130) retwrned A Troop. (=) from Soc Trong to DiAn on the above dntes.

(4) TM™e remainder of C Troop (Air) 16th Cavalry moved to Sog Trang bo-
twoen tho period 4~13 April utilizing the following modes of transportation:

Alr | Phu loi to Soc Trang
C~130 3 Sorties

C-123 4 Sortios

CE~47 2 Sartios

lopd Phu Ioi to Newport Dodks
5 Ton S&P (48th Trans BEn) ]

Sen Newport to Binh Thuy
18T 1 e

lond Binh Thuy to Soc Trang

2 1/2 Ton (IV Corps MCC)
(5) Te total cargo and organis vehicles shipped arc as followst

Phu Loi to Boc ng Alr (QZ]GI

Conexes 25 114,000 1bs

Amund tion 4 pallets 10,000 lbs

Miso 0 6 pallets 43525 1bs

Truck 1/4 Ton 1 2,400 lbs

Truck 3/4 Ton 3 18,000 1bs

Truck 2 1/2 Ton 3 41,5300 1bs
1

Mobilizor 000 lbs
Sub Total 1%.425 1bs

CONFIDENTIAL



AVBLCAGC

CONFIDENTIAL

10 May 1970

SUBJECT: Opcrational Roport-lLossons Lecrned of 34 Squadron, 17th Adxr

Cavelry for Period Ending 30 April 1970.

So¢c Trong to DiAn Air (A
Conexes 11
Truck 1/4 Ton 2
Truck 3/4 Ton 2
Mobiliger 2
Trailer, woter 1

44,4000 1b=s

4,800 1hs
12,000 1bs
10,000 lbs

1,000 1bs
Sub Total 71,800 lbs

RCS CSFR-65 (R2)(U)

Phu Loi, Newport, Binh Thuy to Soc Tmng land & Sea (c/16)

Conexcs 45
Truck 1 /4 Ton 3
Truck 3/4 Ton 3
Trudke 2 1/2 Ton 5
Tankex 2 1/2 Ton 4
Virecker 5 Ton 1
Foric1ift 1
Trailexrs 6

Sub Totnl

Grand Total

de Opcrctionnl Doys = 89,

e« Sahool Quotas filled by squadron during the periods

CH~6 Airfrane

T63 Engine

753=L13 Engine

PLL Course

Aireraft Arn Sub -~ EM
Lireraft Arm Sub - OFF
UH-1l /drfrane

UH~1G Airfrome

GH-6A Trans

UH«1G Trans

In Country Training

9
CONFI

180,000 1bs
T9200 1bs
18,000 1bs
67,000 1lbs
58,000 1bs
30,000 1bs
15,000 1bs

1,2“) 8

676,425 1bs

2

Nt -2

A w o =
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IP CH-6A 3
IP UH~1H 2
Tech Supply 3
Teah Inspector 3
Auvdio Vigual Proj 3
OH-58A Trans : 14
OH584 Maint 15
XM-35 Am Sud - BM 7

7« (C) LOGISTICS:

ae The following commition wens expended by the squadron during the
reporting periods

A 068 Cte 5.56m tracor 134200
0Ty Ctg 5.56mm ball 22,225
A131 Ctg 7+62mm 1kd 41 112,931
A165 Ctg 7+62m 1lkd 4=1 minigun 464,941
4400 Ctg cal 38 special 2,820
8475 Ctg oal 45 ball 950
A556, A557 Ctg osl 50 ball and tracer lid 53750
B534 Ctg 40 MP 505
B535 Ctg 40tn WS poxa 1505
B568 Ctg 40mm HE M406 84726
B569, 3574 Ctg 40rm M586 300
3572 Ctg 40m X364 E1 . 20,766
10
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Cavalry for Poriod Ending 30 April 1970. RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)(U)

C251, C226 Ctg 8t Illun 59
Cc256 Ctg 61rn HE 102
c276 ~ Ctg 81m . &k P ﬂ
0650 Ctg 106mm RR AT 3
0651 Ctg 106mm RR HEPWT 26
0660 . Ctg 106mm RR APERS 8
ce81 Gren hand frog M3 2636
G889, G680, G890  Gron hand frag M26A2 173
G930 Gron hand aric white AC 739
G900 Gren hond ine 15
G910 Gren hand offensive 720
G937 Gren handeriflc sk WP 425
G940 Gren hand sk green 152
G950 Gren hand srik red 96
G955 Gxon hand sk violot 526
G963 Gron hand stk CS 42
488 Bct 24754n 1711b VT 1824
H489 Rct 24754n 1011b UT 12002
H190 Rct 2475in 1011b HE 10,608
H519 Ret 2.-7.5on WP 352
H534 Ret 2.750m 1741b HE 1729
H555 Rct 66 heat, LAW 40
K143, K145 Mine AP claynore 12
2306 Sig 11lun gd clus rod § 72
11
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LVBLCL-GC
SUBJECT:

L1312

CONFIDENTIAL

10 May 1970

Operationel Renort-lossons Learned of 34 Squadron, 17th Air

Cavalry for Peried Ending 30 April 1970.

Sig illun gd-mare wh S
L.95 Flarc surfaco trip
M23 Chz douo blk C4
MO24 Chg demo blk 2 1b
M130 Cor dleost opec clec
M131 . Cop blast spee w/clec
MA56 Cord dctonating
M766 Isn tine blest fuse M2
be Adrcraft Statuss
reporting soriod was as followss

. UH-1TH 31

AH~1G 27

CH-6A 20

OH-58 10

(Sec Inclosurc 8).

8. (U) COMMUNICLTIONS: Nonc.

9. (U) MATERIEL: Nonc.

10. (U)

SLFETY:

RCS CSFOR-55 (R2)(U)
126
296
45
81
9
1400
300
1

Squrdron cireroft stontus at the ond of the

Qi EAND

29
27
20

9

ae During the reperting poriod there were five cccidents involving

squadron aircrafte.

foctor is

listed belows

The aceidont expcrience by circrnft type and causc

TYPE_ACCIDENT

TYPE M.JOR  MINOR  STRIKE TOTAL

AH-1G 0 0 0 0
12
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CONFIDENTIAL
LVBACL-GC 10 May 1970
SUBJECT: Oporationnl Reportelossons Leerned of 3d Squadron, 17th Air
Cavalry for Poriod Ruding 30 Lpril 1970, RCS CSFR65 (R2)(U)
IE MAJOR MR SIRIKE ZOTAL
UB~1H 1 0 1 2
OH-64 1 6 1 2
OE-58 0 0 1 1
TOTAL 2 0 3 5
CAUSE PACTOR
ITE MATERIAL ~ HUMAN TNKNOWH
LB~1G 0 0 0
Ma1H 2 0 0
OH~6A 2 0 (]
(158 0 0 1
" TOTAL 4 0 1

be Sofoty Records (February, March, April}e Listed below 4s o
surery of airceraft accident expericnce of the squndron during the
reperting periods

IROQP ACCIDENTS HOURS RATE
HHT 1 660 14746
4 Trp 0 5505 1841
3 Trp 2 5394 3740
C Trp 2 5592 > TY S
TOTAL 5 17,17 291

11, (U) CIVIC ACTIONs

e During the guarter tho squacron bogan & revisod eivie astion
progran bnsod on oocordinntion with loecnl civie autheritics and MOV
Advigors from Tocn 98, DiAn District. Scvorsl visits have been nnde to
Tecn 98 by tho squedron ehoplain, 85 and PIO. On onc accasion the

squadron corrandor presided over a distribution of clothing to BF decw
sendonts of Didne

13
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CONFIDENTIAL '

AVBACA-GC 10 May 1970
SUBJECT: Oporationnl Roport-lossons Leayned of 34 Squadran, 17th Air

Cavelry for Poriod Ending 30 A;jril 1970. RCS CSFOR-G5 (R2)(U)

be Ruturc projocts have boon discusacd with tho District Adviser
and Vietnanese authoritics. Theso projoots inelude distribution of food,
clothing, and modical supnlics, repcir of cight schoola and posaidble con-
struction of on cdditionnl clapsroon to one schools

ce An cccount for tho Donor's Doposit FMmd ins been cstablished with
o initicl deposit amd total balance of $221.,20. 4 constitution ics also
been adoptoed cond approved. :

d. Bquadron personnel contributod cpproxinntely 30 mun dsys in the
colloction ond distribution of foodstuffs, building mnterizls, and cloth-
ing. Lpproxirr.tely 500 1bs of clothing, 150 lbs of fcod and onc trucke-
load of building materials were distributedd

ce On 29 April 1970 tho squodron S5 reprosentative attended o
nceting with the 14th ACR Community Rolotions Couneils LAt this neeting
possible future projects, coordinatod activities, and comxmnity re-
lations activitios woro discussed. No dofinitc ccmnituonts wore nado
and snother neeting is planned in the noar futuro.

4
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CONFIDENTIAL
AVBACL-GC 10 May 1970

SUBJECT: Operaticnel Roporte-Lessons Loarned of 3d Squadren, 17th Lir
Cavalry for Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)(TU)

PAR/GRAPH 2
Lessons Loarmed

1. (U) PERSONIZEL: Nence
2, (U) INTELLICENCEs Nono.
5. (U) OPER.TICNS:

t.e Obscrvntions During the reporting period € Trcon ~equired the
0:1-58 1izht obscrvi:tion holicopter to be uscd in the scout rolee Followe
ing is the first 30 day cv~luntion rcpert which begon on 1 April. Subsc-
queat eveluntions cxre duc en 5 June and 5 Julye. These cveluctions will
ke included in the next ORLL.

be Evaluntions

(1) Mission and Employmont Evcluations During the evalusntion
period (1 4nr to 30 4pr) the OH-58 hes beon employed as a recomnnissance
airern.ft in the visunl recomcissance tecns of C Troop, 34 Squrdron, 17t:
4ir Cavalry. The visual rcconnaissance tcom is oorposed of cithoxr one
AH-1G mwiship ad onc 0B-58, cr two OH-58's, The CH-58 is cmployed at
troe top level and alow air spceds in order to locc.tc and possibly cne
ooce oneny forcese C Troop utilizes o crew of three mersonncl - o pilot
in the rizht front seat, an obscrver in the left front scet, and o crow
caief in the right rcow scat. The obscrver and crow chief arc cach arned
with ch M=60 machine gqun and approximately 400 rounds cach of arrmmiticn.
In addition there are approximtcly 20 hend grenndos on tho aireraft to
include smoke, fragnentation, and eccncusaion. Thoir primery nission is
to locate cnemy nhorsomnel or onemy looitions. The soout has tiwe cajpa~
bility to defensively angage tormots and mark torpots of opportunity for
the LH-1G sunship. When the JIRTEY minigun syston is amployed, the OH.58
carrics a geout pilot amd o~ single obsorver. Tho ninigun oquipped OH-58
is normally the tredl scout ship in a VR toan of two scoutse During this
pertion of the evaluation poriod the OH-58 wes found to be o very cf-
fective scout airer-ft. Sonc nodifications arc strongly rccommended and
will be discusscd i ‘this ovalwntion.

(2) Pilot Corments cid Operationsl Evaluctions

(2) Visibilitys Vieibility to the front (windsercen ond cain
bubbla) i3 food; howover gide visibility is sonmewint restricted duvc to
tho size of the arnor plating on the pilot and co-pilot scatse The scout
missicn requires pearticularly good visibility dircetly under ghe eivcamft,
in EIR hos been subnitted requesting ihe crmor be cut to provide tite ensy
nevenant of the head in and out of the aireraft,

15
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CONFIDENTIAL
LVBACLGC 10 May 1970
SUBJECT: Opcrctional Report-Lossons Lemrned of 34 Squ~dron, 17th Air
Cavalry for Poriod Ending 30 Lpril 1970. RCS CSFOR-65. (R2)(U)

(b) loncuverabilitys Tho aireraft handlos vory well in flirht. It
turne casily at slow airspecds nnd hins o very small turning rediuse It
wag notod that eonitrol response and sececolor~ntion are soncwhot slov ot
lower airspocds; however pilots have adjucted their individual toctics to
ceapensete for theose shorteonings, Sideward flight is difficult becausce
¢f the large vertieal. stobilizer; however this is not a serious rroblen
as sidevard flisht is not o comon teotice

(c) Pilot Cormentss Pilot corments concerning the OH-58 have iie
cluced the vigibility and nonouverability charncteoristics clrecdy mente
icneds In addition the pilots have mado coments concorning thc followe
ing: )

Tho OH-58 has oxcollont racdio reception and tmnsmission,

Y

2 Instrumcntation is very good with the oxcoption of the nositica-
in; of UHF control head which mokes froquoncy identifiention difficult.

3 lLutorotntive charactoristics arc oxceptionslly zood.

4 sinc armor is insufficicat for the scout role (sce mintencnoc
cveluntion).

(3) Avionics and Mcintenonee Evaluntions

(2) Avioniest 4 previously mentionod, the radios of the 0:H-58
axrc very rood. At this tine thore is no test cquipnont for the rolies
currently used in the OH-58. It is cxpected this problen will be cor-
rected as now radios ontor RVN in the future.

(v) Muintensnces Since acquiring tic initinl OH-58, C Troop hos
flown rore than 830 hours in tho aireraft. As of this date there have
been ne nericdic inspeccticns porformed and no sorious mrintenanece zrobe
lenie encruntered. Vcry fov spere parts havo been neecded ond tihosc thot
were required were reedily oveilable. During the reporting period C
Troop maintoined a 90% mission roondy stotus of ell OlI-58's. The soll
cmount of down time was duc primarily to combat drmpge and minor wie
schoeduled neintoncnce problemse. There hove been two aireraft lost to
~rewnd fire durinz the ovaluction period. Both cireraft received aun-
erous hits and bnth rocoived onc rownd in the e~mbustion chambor of tie

cigrine cousing instontancous engino failure. /An EIR has been submitted
as o result of theee two aircraft lossec. It wes 2130 found that re-
sloecenent aircraft for thosc lost to coubat demege aro readily availsble
in the supply systeu. At the present tine C Troop hac ten OH-5G crow
chicfs, oirht of which have ottended the OH-58 !hintonnncc Courgc and “wo
of wiich arc OJT.

16
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CONFIDENTIAL

JVBACAGC 10 ¥=y 1970
SUBJECT: Operaticnad Reopri-leszoens Lecxried of 34 Savadren, 170 Adx

Covolry for Period Fnding 30 April 1370. uCS CSPR.G5 (R2)(U)
(c) EIR's Submitteds '

1 It wns recounended that thc obscrver!s ormor be cut to fucilitnte
gide obscrvation (EIR #266259).

2 It was reocommended that o fioor mike owitch be mounted on the right
rear aesscivier comvrtnont flecor to facilitote communicaiion botweod tho
crcw (EIR #PA0654).

3 It wes rccormended that additioncl cwmer be added ia the engine cen-
partacnt to yrotect crposed arcas of the enginc. Bell Helicopier is cvrrcate
1y develesing o sotisfoctoxy armor for the «agine (BIR #B4S654).

o

It wes recgrmonded thet o tradzet be ingstallod on the cirercfd te
nowt tho two }M-60 machine sme - cne to be installed in the left front
ceor caad one in the right rear deoers Those Doints would gerve os otisching
'_"o:'.n’cs_: for ‘e tingi cord which supperts the K-60 machine sm (Em #243507) .
Ce Recommendation: None.
" ds Comnd Lsotion: FKene.
4o (U) ORG/NIZLTICN: Nonc.

50 (U) TWUDMING: None.

DAY
.

bad * VrTomTArt.
( v) LOGIGTICG:

oo Observotion: Porsouncl on wiit lovel do ot hove sufficient kinow-
ledse or cxporicnce for cempleic cceemzliahiment of o widt pove in coun'vy
thet Lavolves aill nedes of tronshortation.

b, Evclunticn: Upon notificatica of o wnit move in comtry, the wilt
level serscimcl, i.ce 54 or Troop X0'a, must ke coutnct with teo cony
difforent sgeneics for coordinciion ond recuests for non arzonic frong: it
fation, .06 MACTTA, II Flold Foroe G4, lNavy (Ncwport), Leend MOC ote.
This roquires nony vneted non hours srd miastekos due $o Xne ladk of o cone
trol 2pencye :

¢+ Recommoendationst Upcen netifieatien of an in comtry move of iy
wait, o soeciclist with knovledze of £ll nmodes of travel be cttoched to the -
wnit for nsnisgtonces This should be autenm~tic upoea notificatinon of the neve.

..

7, (7) CCMUNICATIONS: Nonce

17
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CONFIDERTIAL

LVDLCA-GC , 10 Hay 1970
SUBJECT: Cperatiomol Repert-lessens Locrund ef 34 Sgundrom, 17th Lir
Covalry for Period Bading 30 April 1970. RCS CIMR-65 (R2)(U)

8. (U) M.TSIAL: Yono. '

9, (U) CTmER: MNono.

iy /
: e
9 Inclosuros /7 GCRICN T. CiREY
1. Unit Crgandzntion . 13¢, irncr
2¢ Unit Inentions Conmnnding

5. Unit Streagth EMﬂmm;
Lo Uit Strength (Civilion

5, Friondly Losscs

Te Opozniiona]l Resultis

Ge Airernft Stotvg -

9. Lircrnft Loss and Darcge
Distrivution:

A Plus '

2~ CINCUSIRPAC, ATTMN: GPCP-DT
3~ US;RV, LTTN: AVHOG-DS?

2- 1§57 AVE BIE, ATTHs AVBEGC-O
3- 1273 GG

Incl 5 w/d HQ DA
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AVBACA-SC (10 May 70) 1st Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned of the 3/17th Air
Cavalry Squadron for Period “nding 30 April 1970, RCS-
CSFOR=65 () (U)

DA, NZADOUARTERS, 12TH AVIATION GRCUP (COMBAT), ATO 96266 26 May 1970

TO: Commanding General, II Field Force Vietnam, APC 96265

Tn compliance with USARV =g 525-15, *h. Operational Renort - Lessons

Learned of the 3/17th Air Cavalrv Sauadren fcr the veriecd ~nding 30

April 1970, is forwarded.

FOR THE COMMINLER:

g/w{/.. daf- e

aptain, EN
Acting Adjutant

19



CONFIDENTIAL

AVFBC=RE (10 May 70) 24 Ind
SUBJECTs Operational Report - Lessons learned of the 3/17th Air Cavalry
Squadron for Period Ending 30 April 1970, RC3 CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

DA, HQy II FFORCEV, APO San Francisco 96266 3 JuN 1970

THRUs Commanding Gcneral, 1st Aviation Brigade, AT Ns AVBA=C, APO 96307
Commanding General, US Army Vietnam, ATiNs AVIHGC(DST), APO 96375
Commander-In=Chief, US Army Pacific, ATTNs GPOP=DT, APO 96558

" 0s Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Developnment, Department of the
‘ Army, Washington, D.C. 20310

1¢ (U) 1his headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report - Lessons
learned for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1570 from Headguarters,
3d Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry and concurs except as indicated below.

2. (C) Reference item concerning "Unit Moves", page 17, paragrash 2-6%
nonconcur. Upon notification of a unit move, the Squadron S-4 should con-
tact the 12th Combat Aviation Group S-4 to establish procedures or to co=
ordinate all requirements for the move., "he support agency, :.e., Suigon
Support Command should then be contacted to obtain non-organic ground or
water transportation after the unit has determined its requirecments, Re-
quests far airlift movement should be routed through operational chanrels,

FOR THE COMMANDERj

W. C. BARTEL,
CPT, AGC

Asst AG
CFs

CO, 12th Avn Gp (Cbt)
CO, 3d Sqdn, 17th Air Cav

20
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AVBLiC-0 (10 May 7u) 3d Ind '
SUCJTUT: Operational Report=Lessons Lwarned of 3d Squadron, 17tu Air
Cavalry for Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR=-65 (R2) (U)

DA, HEADQUARTZRS, 1ST AVIATION BRIGADE, APO 96384 10 JUN 1970

TIRUa Comanging General, hited States Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVIIGC~IST,
AFO 96375
Commander-in-Chief, United States Army Pacafic, ATIN: GFOP=-DT,
APO 96558

101 Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D.C, 20310

This headquarters has reviewed and concurs with the Orerational Report—

Lossons Learned of the 3d Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry. The following
co.ments are considered appropriate.

a. Paragraph 3b(3)(a), mge 16, the availability of avionics test
ejuiment for the OH=58 (SLAE) package ic in short supply throughout
Vietnam, Presently all repair is performed by avionics general support
facilities as there is not sufficient test equinment to equip the
direct suvport avionics facilities. Upon the receirt of additional
tast equipment, those direct support facilities having sufficient den-
sity of OH=58's, will be issued the required test equipment tc perform
direct support avionics maintenance.

be raragraph 6, page 17, training for unit moves must be accomplished
at company and battalion level., Unit 53/Sl4 coordination and plarming
~lould provide for mcvement by all modes of transportation. The Saigon
suprort Command will assist in necessary technical training when requested.

Seie Tils CCHLANDERS

v on o AL PETERSON
L;n 1. ..‘l(-

Ado't AU



CONFIDENTIAL

AVHGC-DST (10 May 70) 4th Ind
SURJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned of 3d Squadron, 17th Air
Cavalry for Pariod Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2){U)

Headquarters, United States Army Vietnam, AFO San Francisco 96375 9: j: -

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
AP0 96558 )

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons
Learned for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1970 from Headquarters,
3d Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry and concurs with comments of indorsing
headquarters. )

2. (C) Reference item concerning "OH-58 Evaluation”, page 15, paragraph

3, and paragraph a, 3d Indorsement. Avionics Test equipment for the

OH-58 will be provided to the unit on approximately 15 July 1970 when

the DS support packages become avallaale to USARV. Additional distributlion
within USARV of this test equipment will be made according to the geographic
density of OH-58 aircraft. Nonconcur with the requirement to carry
fragmentation and concussion grsnades in an alrcraft which performs a

scout mimsion. This headquarters is conducting a review of the functions
and the tactical employment of the light obeervation helicopter in the
scout role.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

7
“Clacl. W Seavere Jr
(uf' . -
Cy fum: Assistant Aujutert General
1st Avn Bde
3d Sqdn, 17th Air Cav

td ’ /
L il 2
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GPOP-DT (10 May 70) 5th Ind (U)

SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 3d Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry for
Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 99 juL 70

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D, C, 20310

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:
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CONFIDENTIAL

HEADQU/RTERS

3D SQUADRON 17TH CAVLIRY

QU/RTER ENTING
30 APRIL 1970

UNIT IOCLTIONS, QUARTERLY ORLL

ASSIGNED UNITS
Headquarters Troop
A Troop

B Troop

C Troop

D Troop

5754 Maintenance Detachment
576th Maintenance Detachment
369th Maintenance Detachment
812th Avionics Detachment
813th Avionios Detachment
816th Lvionics Detachment

317ta Lviation Detachment

25
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: HEADQUAR'IPK‘
3D SQUADRON 17TH CAVAL RY
~ 'QUARTER ENDING
30 April 1970
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CONFIDENTIAL

HELTQULRTERS

30 SQUADHIN 17 CLVALRY
QUARILR ENDING
30 Apxil 1)/0

ATRCRAFT STATUS, iJ7R:L. ORLL

SUBORDINAT: T Ot
THTIT AU O/ AT T 0/
HR TROMI: g 5 0 0
A "ROOK o 5 10 10
B TROOP " 3 10 10
C TROOP B 8. 0 0
SRUADRCH 31 29 20 20
FNOHOARIIG-

30

111G

J J
9 9
2. 2
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CONFIDENTIAL

HEADQUARTFERS
ID SQUADRON 1700 V0 oy
QUARTER END N

30 April 1970

AmC'RfJT LOSS A.ND I/_o-:LLU'B, (“L'ARI'::}ILJ UK L

The aircraft losr figures iucl. d. wireraft .. .-ograded due to ,m:qeshiv:e,
maintenance requirvments as a rorult ol . ldental or combat damage. -

tiqs Trp

i Trp

C Trp

Squadron

Aircraft loss

Adrcraft Damage -

Airceraft Loss
hiroraft Dannsc

Aireraft Loss
fircrafs Damage

Lircr:ti Loss
hircraft Damage

XMreraft Losso
Iireraft Dauaaps

——— o

Oil--".. =16
— - e

0]
0

cs -
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