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CONFIDENTIAL _““

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY ¥
OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL _}.-’ - K
WASHINGTON 'E_C_ 20310 |
[ ’
N2 "’ii_ﬁaL,» ﬁ\ g f ffp CFTe
IN REPLY REFER TO A T o
o -._.-r:' o
AGDA (M) (14 Oct 70) @R [0T-UT 702061 26-tTTOTET—1970

SUBJECT: Ope;aeéeﬁe+—keport(:)Lessons Learned Headquarters, 2L0th
Aviation Battalion for=Reriod $nd1ng 30 April-1970 (U)

//—— )
SEE DISTRIBUTION
/. 4 4 / , 2
, , ; - / /;7 ~«
AT ‘ _‘ : 4o G,
l. Subject report is forwarded for review and evaluation in accordance

with paragraph 4b, AR 525-15. Information of actions initiated as a

result of subject report should be forwarded to ACSFOR OT UT within 90
days of receipt of covering letter.

2. Information contained in this report is provided to insure appropriate
benefits in the future from lessons learned during current operations and
may be adapted for use in developing training material.

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY:
5/”“&/ ¢ ikl
1 Incl KENNETH G. WICKHAM
as Ma jor General, USA
The Adjutant General
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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTHENT OF THE ARMY
{IEADQUARTERS, 210TH AV1ATION BATTALION (COMBAT)
A”0 San Francisco 96530

AVBACA~-CC 11 May 1970

i

SUBJECT: Operational Reports - Lessons Learned 210th Aviation Battalion
(Combat) for the Period Ending (30 April 70) RCS CSFCR-65)
(R2) (1)

SEI DISTRIUTICH

1. (C) Operations: Cirnificant Activities:

a, Vission: o chan;es have been made in the units mission during
the reporting period,

b, Organization:

(1) Cffective 1 Fay 1970 the 73d Aviation Company (Survl Apln) is
transfered to the 1l6lith aviction Group (Combat). Pertinent information
will be included in the CRLL for the next quarter,

(2) buring the month of February 1970, the Shth Aviation Company
(Util Apln) movcd from Vung Tau to Long Thanh ilorth, Republic of Vietnam.
The move was complefed on 23 February 1970,

(3) During the month of February 1970, the 73d Aviation Company
(Survl Anln) moved from Vung Tau to Long Thanh North, Republic of Viet-
nam, The move was completed on 28 Februery 1970,

c. Commend and Staff: The following significant changes occurred
in the 2T0th Aviation Battalion Command &nd Staff Structure’during the re-
porting period. The current Command and Staff structurg is an indicated
in Incl 1.

COMMAND

(1) OCn 2 February 1970, LTC William F. Williams, L2l -28-6715, assum-
ed command of the 210th Aviation Battalion (Combat), vice LTC Floyd E,
Petty, L56~30-2651, _

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
FOR OT UT DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
DOD DIR 5200.10

702061
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACACT 11 May 1970
SITJECT: Operational Cluperts - Lesscons Leerned 210th Aviation Dattalion

(Cort.nt) €or thz Feried Ending (30 April 70) RCS CSFOR-65)
(r2) @

to' On % Mareh 1270, ) Max C. Marks, [[57-4;8-8325, assumed command
S oeb o, 0

Lo Avioti-a Com sy (UA), vice MAT Alvert E, Hervey, L53-62-3119.

(3) “n 11 Marsh 1679, MAs Tary D, “'ilkinson, LLL-3L-7730, assumed

commatii of the Suth .vn Co /"A), vice MAJ Theorhilos P. M. Nicholis, 261~
3h-5500,

{ noL6 April 1978, 1T Ceorge F. Prowitt, 529-LL-8956, assumed
commpry o F HHC, 21040 Avn Tn (Ckt), vice CPT Tobert C, VcWilliams, Li29-
{2-2550,

[

r
o t(0

[Nl

O asril 1870, MA0 Jonn . Dubbe lde, (0B86-26-6155, assumed
cormad. LU otne ot Aviation Conoany (C), vice MAJ Oscar 3. Thoreson,
SUd=ll =

STAFYF
{r) v L0 el ruary 1970, OW3 Henry T, Lindsay, 227-36-77L0,
rsewwd ation wa Vatnalioy Standerdisution CFficer, vice CPT ilomer
B, Hads n, Geth =021,

n oL Fobeuary 1970, CFT fryan W, reenc, 262-86-81L49, assumed
duties as hottalicn 2 offieer vice CPT Tommy Smith, L63-5L-8LS6.

(8) ™ 25 Februory 1970, C"T Richard G, Tersen, 517-L6-5495, assumed

duties s Avi-tico M-intenance O fficer, vice OPT Frcdoerick Jo. Ckripa,
L50-7(-1071,

() Cn 74 Fevriary 1670, MAJ “4lliam F, Pedieo, L0S5-50-5306, assumed
duties ¢ "-3, oo Mal Jonn W, Johnsen, 253-%2-0046.

(10) 2n 1k Auvril 1¢70, CTT Robert Gross, 36L-L40-0878, assumed
Juties »u S-L, vico °TT Warren Sandlin, Jr., L38-50-1082.

d. Unit Jrronpths os oof 30 Jpril 16706

(1Y 4litery:

33 4O B IOmL
assifne’ P aite sath 0/ suth O/ Luth O/H iuth O/H

HHO LG S K 5 87 105 109 130
25°% R o 2 & 18 21 112 8 159 127
Shth avn 7 15 i 24 17 130 104 173 134
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AVBLCA-CC 11 May 1970
SUBJECT: Cper~tional fernorts - Lessons learned 230th Aviation Rattalion
(Combzt) for th: Period Fnding (30 April 70) RCS CSFOR-65)
(R2) (0)
OFF We TN TOT.L
Assigned Units (eon't) Auth™ C/4 iuth C/i iuth O/H futh O/
73d wvn Co 15 21 22 16 291 281 332 318
7hth Ava o L1 15 2 15 103 91 1hé 121
18uth Avn Co 32 19 2 7 89 81 123 107
TCTAL 13y % 71 8l B13™ 760 1022 937
CFF WO EM TOTAL
Lttached 'nits ‘uth O/H Auth QZE futh 0/ Luth o/H
197th Med Det 1 1 C G R t 9 9
316th .vn Det 1 L ¢ 0 16 11 17 12
365th wvn Det 1 1 0 0 20 2L 21 25
Ne’ 10, Ytk “'eather “q 1 1 o 0 ¢ 6 A 7
TOTLL L L 0 0 53 LS 55 53
{(2) Civilian:
D.C /N 3dNAT TECH RED

Unit wath 00 wuth o/l auth O/ Auth O/H
YHC 0 C 17 13 0 0 0 0
25th avn Co 0 0 b L 0 o0 1 0
Sh+th ivn Co 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0
738" Avu Co O 0 23 39 0O 0 3 2
7Lth Avn Cc 0 0 9 9 0 0 0 0
18Lth ivn Cc 0 0 7 7 0 O 0 0
197 Hed lct 0 0 0 1 0 O 0 0
316th Avn Dat 0 0 0 0] 0O O 0 0]
365th Avn et 0 0 0 0 0 O 0 0
TOTAL o} 0 (3 Th 0O O L 2

INCL

CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

AV3ACH-3C 11 May 1970
SUBJETT: Cpur 44 n-1 Repcrts - lusscns Lesrned 210th Aviation Battalion
{Combat) £or the feriod Fnding (30 snril 70) RCS CSFOK-65)
(30 AN

@oolreralt Status: (Seg incl 2)

e

e gwraniienl Resvlts: (Sew Inel 3)

iericnrel danaperont: (Cee Tnel 1)

~

b R T ity The following nctivities reg-ro'ing
SeCunmity & N

y < ATeas wWere confucted durine thy réenorting period,
1 Toreet Tlearancos Validated: 8

et D arances Uqlidated s 147

o0 G A T PR P Sranted: 187

ta) PAYP Life Supperv Scheoal (PLAR): o

L) Tuugle Eovirenmentalturvival “cheol (J™ST): 1

L. 1B o - o)

() vran eoarting weoricd cempinics ~f the 210th Lviation
“itlion bat o oviced cperationsl supnirt ag follows:s

(1Y 0k ot Tomns oy Crovided Teaft anl Command trensport

fov Mg, T oot E oL affililated. units, -nd 0008,

Aviatt v Tormany e esrdded peneral Aerinl Transnort Service
i WARY, st Log Tommand; and 1st Aviation Bripade, to in-
clude, . e e SWED trensoart, rsveholovical warfare acrial supe
port, ¢ 70bs nhoturrarky

R T e Ty ~erizl survelllarce sunport as
dir et SRR oo ey iude visyal reconraissance, aerjal
phoLo ray Tt o ©orovidang generel suoport to IT

Tleld Firers cne lpace Burnert to the lat Cavalry Division (Afir Mobile),
1st Tnfanwr Slvislon, nng uhe 204 nfantry Divisicn, :

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

LVBIC/-CC 11 May 1670

SUBJECT: Cpernti nnl Heports - Lesson= Learned 21)th Aviation Battalion
(Combat) for the Period Endinp (30 April 70) RCS CSFOR-65)
(R2) (1)

(d) 7hth Aviation “ompany provided general aerial reconnaissance
support to 25tk Infaatry Division, 23rd and 27th Artillery Groups, 5th ;
and 13th ARUN Divisicns, and CMAC to include visual reconnaissance and 4
directing ertiliory end naval gun fire.

(e) 1lhth Avirticn Ccmmany orovided reneral aerial reconnaissance
guprort to 1st Infantry Pivision, 199th Infantrv Bripade, 25th ARUN
Division, 5th Special Forces Group and CMAC, to include visual recon-
naisasrnce ond directing artillery fire,

J. Legistics: Aircraft Availability (See Incl 5)

ke Aviation Saf:to:

FIXED WING  ROTARY WTMG TCTAL

(1) Major Accidcnts 1 0 1
(2) Combat 'araae 5 1 6
(3) Yin.r .ccidents 1 0 1
(L) Prccoutionnry landings 6 1 7
(5) ¥orced Lanlings 1 0 1
(6) Tncilents 0 1 1

(7) Battalicn ~ccident rate during period: 8,6
1, Sfinnl:

(1) During the period radio teletype communications were estab-
lished with the 1dLth Avi-tion Cemnany,

(2) An cmerguncy power facility wes constructed for operating the
battalion operation conter during nower failures,

(3) Equipment was obtained to install sensor units aroumd the per-
imeter of Long Thonh derth,

m., Tnstallation .uvelopment: Tne fcllowing projects were completed
during this jeriod,

(1) Upgrading cf contonmeut areas for the Sith fiviation Company o~nd
the 73c¢ Aviation (ompany.
5
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CONFIDENTIAL

A HORENE 11 May 1970
SURJECT:  Cperaticn-]l iwports - Lesrons lLearncd 210th Aviation Battelion
coruat) Lor the Period Ending (30 April 70) RCS CSFOR-65,

(e, [

2 febuliiing Michagan Scctor of the berm to irclude installation
cf #ix Loankers,

B spletion 0 tal Sotn adreraft parking apren.,

n, 5§

(L. - i.nt Physicniss 91

¢ LT otioney Y107

} dobe 1 rvoountionss 72

¢ Lo-odnd Teoonad ServiceSs:

1Y 4 st U orelipgic oo retrents wore soh duled throurhout 12th
e oS Mer b, o 2 Yarsh, Jol.nddl fehn Hurles initiated

U a I ceonntare wito o o owedok=0"" henquet an wiaich all Battalion
o oncdi oL v srpeant Magorn e Dhanladine participated,

‘e, ' Aploin's section was divided into retreat-leoider teams for
Cotholic an?' Protostants. Chanplain Tupens Lseso and Chaplain Alfred
crok composc ! rhe Jntholic team, 411 battelions of the 12th Croup
sponzore” v oretrest, the criteria of euccess Leing not so much numerical
quaamity Siue o b quelity of the retrectants,

e noattor cottion cepart was astuts v giv n by Chenlain H, Niaz
R2th troo Cray bk on T OApril. chew ng, the Z70th Battalion tu have had
the secor g oL roeniaee o0 persdconnal carticipating in the retreat,

; Y70 Theplain Lese inititied 2 "Marriage "nrichment
v 1930 neurs in the Betta’icn Fess Hall, The ccurse
consinte 0o tapoed profesuional counseling disccursc piven by Mr. Stein-
mantz of T3 owne oy, Machdan. ol oowing this orocticenl oriented lecture

a Lively o2cugston w.uld ve chairved.  This morrisge ermrichment series has
[SEVI I SR N B AR R PATCS RS SO

i m o Anris

course n ted s

Yo

{
- ’ s .
(7 o A ot O oo Baotelyen U5 secetion completed the
f‘,—\‘ i 2
o I L stoun wew started in March to supply the
C-T et b fundns t o purchase cunplics,

"By Te Mareh the Minh ®ducaticn Center wes furnished with the
6
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACA-CC 11 May 1970
SUB'ECT: Operational Reoorts - Lessons Learned 210th Avintion Jattalion
. (Combat) for the VYeriod Bndinr (30 April 70) RCS CSFCR-65)
(rR2) (V)

following supplies,
1. 50 feet cof electricel wire,
2. 25 chairs.
3. 1 gas cporated water pump,
| (¢) The following supplies were furnished to the Tan Mai Crphanage
1. 25 sets of Jeegks and chairs during March,
2. 20 unxes of clothing on 15 April,

(d) In april the idamlet of Thei Thien was given 50 pieces of culvert
10 of which will Le used for a well.

(e) On 20 .ipril the writing boards in the Thai Loc Hamlet end Or- ;
nhanago were refinsihed with blackbeoard peint, ]

2. (C) 1Ilesscns Learned: Commander's Observotion, Evaluetion and
Recommendaticns:

c. Porsonnel: llcne

b. Tntelligence: ‘one

c, Omerctions:

(1) Wrong scries engines for U-1A aircreft

(a) Obeervation: Three R-1340-57 engines were roceived by the
sLth " AC Tcr engine revlacements. The R-13L0-57 engine is for use on i
& H-19 helicopter and is not wusable on a U-1A airplane. The correct
series engine is the R-13L0-61,

(b) Evaluation: In March of 1970 the Sith MAC required 11 un- !
scheduled enginc chenges. Of the engines received, three were the
R~13L0-57 series. The -57 series has a blockage in the oil line from
the oil pump thrcugh the propeller shaft to the propeller povernor
area, The blockare can only be removed by a depot maintenance
facility; no depdt maintenance is presently available in RVN for re-
ciprocating engines. The error in series was discovered after two
of the engines were mcuntad, This necessiteted removel of the en~
gines and return to CONUS, Approximately 500 manhours vere wasted
during the installation and removal of the =57 sngines.,

f CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVDACA-CT 11 May 1970
U Coers il Toports - lessons Learned 210th Aviation Battalion
(Maphei Y £ o= dhy Ppedes Palieg (30 April 70) RCS CSFOR-65)

o r

¢ Focomendation: Quelity control recsures of reciprocating
S SR PN AR OFs ¢ Ae LAY COT

Gneane eth GL T ie s i 20 inelude measures to detect the

exact @oeteg of o J-VTRO one e,

£ S ACT e Shith L0 sunmivled emergency TIRe for the
tinro T crgtarare, AATHTO 1osued ddrections for a
The L Pl oL H- 300 oyanes to determine that correct
ories vy W G ohand oy all usigg units,

dLone ctrol tower nt Hed larpet delipad

S cdrcrsft advisory at the units Red Carpot

ol ow fee v by twinpe confined to one window which
ALY ! Tl b r viuion.

Cirny o e Lot nrvh Jensiny of traftfic at the heli-
nad i e ity of traif.e 4n the area. an extremely dangerous
SAEBNL. : 0 othiat Lo cAvigory tarsonne L were unable to see
e e oWkt e wera reanercitle far, This @ituation wves
S b 0 Umact on L the advisoery was loented on the ground floor

of a duilding with cnly one window facing the helipad,
(o} lecomronttion: lons

(Y Comnen Actiosne A combrol tower Lo provida 360 degrees of
visiviTite weg Muilt by members of this commond,

Ll o omaoe bty Trmecliiate Pholo I.nter'pret?tion Reports.
oy aurvattons The present. arvangemen’ whareby the 73d A0 must hand-
carry [0 Fe TN THenreet Mozaape Center for world-wide teletype dis-
govdnett o v waut ful of jorsonnel and vehiclcs, and delays the dissem-
faaticn of tnoiligenes informetion,

(i - tiiabicrns kvery 21, hours the 730 AC Imagery Interpretation Sec-
5o average of teo classified messcges requiring digs-

tribution - cinirum of thirteon addresses, The infermation contained
im tier oo teoof 7 hiphly perishiable nature and rapid dissemina-

ticn o PIFe, w0 T bRpets Un - the exasting cormurications arrangement
1% Sg e F s YA e e 5 Lo Jmve from Long Thanh North to Dear-
BEH 2 ® & Soedoees no Lo trecsmtted by he Dearcat Messapoe Cen-

-

ter. nin osrrendement is oLort. cur ry unsatisfactory in that the messages
are, L v woomeotovert, corccsec ab nichit when the road between the two
potte e oclocad,  Thoto dnwerpretation reperts completed at 2200 hrs may
net be Proosooitted uaril GECO Dra oor later the fellowing day.

#
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBALCA-CC 11 May 1970

SUBJECT: Operaticnel Rcports - Lessons Icarned 210th Lviation Pattalion
(Combat) for the Feriod Ending (30 April 70) RCS CSFOR-65)
(82) ()

(c) Recommencations: The 73d has ground communications section
capable of teletype Tronsmission with its organic AN/GRC 1L2. The
equipment is now uscd in o direct line circuit with II FFV, It is re-
commended that the 73d be authorized a pony circuit whereby the mess-
ages pcnerated by the IT section could be teletymed from the 73d commun-

ications frcility ~t Long Thanh North to the Bearcat lessage Center
for werld-wide distribution. Such on arrangement would eliminate the
unacceptahle celays now experienced in the dissemination of intelligence
reports.

(d) Command Action: The above unit hos a commend letter in chonnels
at this time requesting the pick up of a pony circuit,

(b) Meintenance of lycoming T-53 Turbine Engines,

(a) Observation: The T-53 engine comsistantly required overhauling
over short sericds of time. 01l contamination was the single over-
riding prcolem,

(b) Evaluation: Each of the engines overnauled were nearly new or
had received extensive maintenance in the recent past. 0il contamination
was traced tc the Western gearbox. The Western pgearbox was extracted
from the en;ine asscrbly and a rusted idler renr was discovered inside.

(c) lQecomwndati.ns: The Western gearhox is not a time-change item.
It should bLe classificd a time-between overhaul item (TBO) and it is re-
commended that in the orocess of building a turbine engine, for installa-
tion the western gesrbox should be throughly inspected for operation.,

(d) Ccmrmand Action: TIR!'s concerning this deficlency have been
submitted and recommendations mede that the Western pearbox be made
a time-between-overhaul,

(5) OV-1 Suppert

(a) Observation: Support by OV-1l aircraft should not become stereo-
typed, but studies ehculd constantly be mace to improve the product,

(b) Evaluation: The infra-red surveillance system uses infra-red
radiation as a dctcction souree. This radiation is heat energy which
lies between the visible 1light and microwave energy spectrum. During
the last quarter due to the amount of fires, the validity of hot ter-
gets has beoome questionable,  The validity of targets in the III CTZ
during the dry season prompted the 73d to change from area type sur-
veillance to strip type surveillance., The inability of Imagery Inter-
pretation cocnters to sanitize all the fires set by artillery and by Viet-
namese burning off their rice flelds makes it almost impossible to run

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIBENTIAL

LVDLCL-CC 11 May 1970

SURJECT: operatiennl Feports - lesscns Learned 210th Aviation Battalion
(Combat) for the Perioed Ending (30 April 70) RCS CSFOR-65)
(RzY )

crea gcarck typw misciors in 117 CTZ.  The company experimented with
diffe wnt tyse detectors and flew variocus altitudes to determine the
best type desectber t0ouse and the test altitude to fly the mission.
alse L f dpportance oo tre tvpe targets the various supported units
were 1ooking for In theiy Ta0i'a,  The 25th Div was interested in sam-
pan tr:ffic in the lain of Reeds, while the lst Cav was interested in
cookdi.  ires and veonleular traffic. The best results were obtained
330 long Jdotector in conjunction with » short detector giving the
sygt . the preotert Sloxitilivy, The btwst cltitude depended on the
miget1,

(g, oo 2 dar Lo

L. ourine thoory seacon in thea ITT CTZ OVl infra-red surveillance
. W - .
shous cnanu Trom aret senarch to strip type tarpets so that saniti-

zation ¢ Cirog snd the validity of the targets cnn be more effective,

2. wor (0 L unctts regveluate thelr missions during different
cne oo wming slemctyped,

(¢) Commind Action: The (V-1 surveillance mission was changed from
area scarch to strip type surveill-nce.,

(6) O Nission Cencept:

(a;, OCbservation: Operati.nal missicns in support of variocus agency

should hove & cleariy stated /in writing) Cperational Concept and mission

requiremant.,
(v, bwvaluation: Durim the part guarter this headquarters encount-
crud game operational protlsms caused by inexperienced ground commanders
failing v »moke full use of thelr aviaticn assets. One comm nder wanted
cnly rodio resay fromoan O ane wowld not ollow the Ol to adjust artit-
lery, gave e LelD o esition £ix or ddrect gunships, gtating these
shoulc Lo dopt lrem the C&C ahty which tock 15 minutes to scramble.
inother unit had & morning brieling for the Commanding General at which
time he was Lricfed ¢n aircraft utilizatice by his Btaff. Since his
subcerdinare o omon' rs o knew he comparec the percentege of al reraft
utilizet. n By one o mander to anothier, they f{lew the maximum amount
of tim: oni 4w wr fper they nad o misaion or not. No operational con-
cent, paaod ssostehion or 0 tafn fustification existed in writing
AL Lorcw. vnlie or Somoeny wovel,  Commmders knew the aircraft were
committe . and how many, but had only a general idea of the mission.
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACA-CC 11 May 1970
SUBJECT: Opercticnel ievorts - Lessons Learned 210th aviation Battalion
gOOI;Lat) for the Period Encing (30 Aprii 70) RCS CSFCR-~65)
rR) (v,

(c) Recommendation:

i. That a2 mission deacriptioen and aircraft justificatim be written
by each supported unit and forwarded threugh supported unit comsanc chsne
nels to Hq ITFFV, ATTN: AVFBC-A for approval. Once approved these should
be sent to units concerned as missions,

2. That an operational concept for Ols in Vietnam be made avaii-
able as guidance to toth ground and aviation commanders,

(d) Command Action: A letter requesting this be done was submitted
thru Command Channels to Hq IIFFV, ATTN: AVFBC-A, An aggressive lla-
ison program at battalion level has been developed to preclude problems

. of this nature,

de Organizntioq: MNone

e. Training:

(1) Training of maintenance personnel in the use of test equip-
ment peculiar to the side looking airborne radar system.

(a) Observation: lNewly assigned personnel who have been school
treined at FT Huachuce, frizona are not familier with the operation
and use of the test equipmeni necessary to the upkeep of the AN/APS/SL
side looking radar systsm. In particular the test set indicator AN/GPM
52, which purpose is to check the overall performance of the system
after calibretion and to technically allign the radar systeu.

(b) Evaluntion: special on the job training specifically de~
voted to the test set indicator AN/GPM 52, and the allignment of the
IN/APS 9l system was in: “iated by the SLAR maintenance Officer and the
Motorola field service representative, The overall performance and
caliber of imagery both in the aircraft and that received by the ground
terminal has becn increased tremendously by their program. The percent-

age of missions AB or FS and RTB's (returned to base) has dropped con-
siderably.

(c) Recommcndations: Recommend the following steps be taken
to 1limit the amount of time required to train newly assigned person-
nel,

1, That the 2&M20 airborne rodar repairmen course at the Sur-
veillance center FT Huachuca, Arizona be evaluated and looked at
closely.
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACA-CC 11 May 1970

SUBJECT: Operational leports - lessons Learned 210th Aviation Battalion
(Comb~t) for the Perdiod Ending (30 April 70) RCS CSFOR=-65)
(rR2) (U)

2. More tim: should be allocrted in the curricuilum for instruction
% rractical work on the AN/GPM 52 and other technical test equip-
ment peculiar to the AN/APS 9L system, AN/TKQ2.

(d) Command Action: This unit has set up an extensive OJT pro-
gram that insures that all 26M20 personnel receiving training on the
AN/GTM 52 _rior to cctually working on the APS/9L system,

(2) Newly nseigned aviator training

(a) Observetion: Due to personnel shortages, it becomes nec-
essary tu monipulate aviator platoon assignments to fulfill mission re-
quirements,

‘) Tealucticn: 48 platocns are normally acsigned a specific
miseion LIlock with desirnated 40'a the administrative transfer of
an aviztor ~ut of his platcon will place him in a situation of hav-
ing to famiil rize himself with 2 new mission. The time required to
dc this 1u  pertiod Juring which incompl:te support will be rendered
to the supported unit by virtue of the aviator's unfamiliarity with
terrain an it adssicn requirements.

(c) iwccmmendation: Nene

(d) C.umand .ction: A program of pilot rotation has been in-
corporated inte this unit'!s in country training program.

fe Lozisticsa:
o TN

1% “rvegenic Hulrigeration: (Used i Infrared Equipment)

(a) i%servotion: A higher rawve of contamination in HDw723
cryoperdc refrigerntors has been noted in this unit the last quarter.

(b) ¥voluaticsn: Contamination occuirad due to the fact that the
MK1016 se1vice lcops were contaminated. Servicing the refrdgerators
with the c¢.ntaminated leoops transferred the contamination to *the cool=~
ers, ultimriely crusing fade cut provlems in the aircraft.

(¢c) heco-mendation: That MK1016 service loops be decontaminated
and revres uriroc every 30 (thirty) days,

(d) Command fotion: This unit is now assuring that 30 (thirty)
day preveni.lve mnlntenance checks; Lo include decontamination and re-
pressurization, are being performed.

COMFIDERTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACL-CC 11 May 1970

SUBJECT: Operctionzl Reports - Lessons Learned 210th Aviation RBattalion
(Combat) fer the Period Ending (30 April 70) RCS CSFOR-65)
(r2) (U)

g« Communicatione:

(1) Communications znd tests involved with the AN//ARN-5, Test
Se%, Radio.,

(a) Observation: Thoe use of SG-13/ARN, Signal Generatcr us a
troubleshocting aid for installed VCR systems has vroven to be effec-
tive end timeseving. However, for daily preflipht and power-on
PE checks, the SG~13/ARN is impractical becaumse of the set-up time
required. This unit has found that the AN/ARN-5, when conuected and
operated ac described bLelow, provides a usable signal for preflight
checks while saving set-up time required by the SG-~13.

(b) Evaluation: This unit presently has the AN/ARN-5 1 volt out
put connecéd thrcurh coax to an antenna (AS-580/ARN) elevated approx-
imately 5 feet abcve the navigation equipment repair van., It has becen
found thot the A/ARN-5 sipnal is of sufficient strength tobe usable
when the aircraft is within approximately 200 yards of the antenna,
Changas in course heading for additional checks are coordire ted through
the FM net. This use of the AN/ARN-5 has increased the reliability of
the VOR systems while saving many man hours,

(¢) Recormmendations: A1l units not located within range of a
usable VOR sipnal should investigate the possible usc of the AN/ARN-
S as describad above.

(d) Ccrmand siction: This unit complies with the above recommen-
dation,

h, Materiel: None
i. Other:
(1) Combat /iviation Dattelion as Installation Coordinator

(a) Observaticn: .« combat aviation battalion headquarters can
not coorcinnte a major base and efficiently accomplish its primary
mission witheut cugmenting the TOE authorization,

(b) Evaluaticn: During this quarter cormmand emphasis has been

placed on devclopin, the Long Thanh North Installation and meeting

the USARV standards for airfield security. The battalion has not Leen
aygmented with personnel or equipment to coordinate the installation.
The Battalion 52 has assumed duties as Installation Engineer, respon-
sible for Installation Development. The Battalion S3 is tlke Installa-

tion Security Officer and the Battalicn SL is coordinating with tenant
units and USARV for equipment and materials to improve our defansive

13
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACA-CC 11 May 1970

SUBJECT: COperational Reports - Lessons learned 210th Aviation Battalion
(Combat) for the Period Ending (30 April 70) RCS CSFOR-65)
(R2) (U)

posture. These principal Siaff Officers devote ths majority of their
tire and that of thcir staeffs is devoted to installation duties. Omly
pressing proolems of subordinate units have been given attention during
this quarter,

(¢c) Hecommendation: That it be recognized, a combat aviation bat-
talion headquarters cannot accomplish both missions effectively., That
either the aviation battalion be augmented or a soperate post hecad-
guarters bu formed,

(d) Command Action: A letter requesting permission to submit
an augmentatlon TDA has been forwarded thru Command Channels to Head-
quarters USARV, ATTN: AVHGC-FD.

/‘, g
Y A S
(/UAJJAOJW ZI/;/S

7 Incl WILLIAM F, W
as LTC, IN

Incl 1 w/d HQ DA Commanding
DISTRIBUTTION:

CINCUSARVAC, ATTN: GPOP-DT, APO 96558 (2)

CG, USARV, ATTN: AVHGC (DST), AP0 96375 (3)

CG, II FFORCEV ATTN: AVFBC-RE-H, APO 96266 (3)

CG, 1S™ AVN fDE, ATTN: AVBAGC, APO 96384 (2)

CO, 12TH AVN GP (CBT), ATTN: AVBACA-SC, APO 96266 (5)
CO, 210TH AVN BY (CUTS, APO 96530 (3)
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AVBACA-5C (11 May 70) 1st Ing

SUBJECT: Crerational Report - lessons Learned of the 210th Aviation
Battalion (Combatg for Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS-
CSFOR-65 (KI) (u

D&, HEADQUARTE&S, 12TH AVIATION GROUF (COABAT), AFO 96266 27 Fay 1670
TO: ACofS for Force Develoiment, DA (ACSFOR, DA) ~ashington, D.C. 20310
'« In compliance with AR 525-15 and USARV leg 525-15, two cories of
Operational fterort - Lessons Learned of the 21Cth Aviation Battalion
(Combat) for the Period ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI) (U) are
forwarded,

2. Reference 21Cth Aviation Battalion (Combat) OHLL page 10, section 2,
para 2c(6) 0-1 Mission Concept: The G-3 Air, II FFV is currently in the
Frocess of visiting cact 0-1 Suprorted unit any obtaining a detailed
mission descrirtion so that the 0-1 units will have defirite Fuide lines
for suprort.

FOR THE COMMANDEL :

il gl e
CFT, EN

Acting Adjutant
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CONFIDENTIAL ?

ATFEC-RE (11 !my 70) 2d Ind !
SUBJECT: Operational Report -~ Lessons learned, 210th Aviation 3attalion )
(Cobat) for the Peri-d Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CS&/OR-6% (R2) (U)

DA, HQ, II FFORCEV, PO San Francisco 96266 3 JUN 1370

THRUs Coirmanding General, 1st aviation Brigade, aT.it  aVBA-C, ArQ 96307
Commanding Gene.-al, US army Vietnam, ATINt AVHGC(DSD), APO 96375
Commander-In-Chief, US Army Pacific, ATt JPOP-LT, APO 96558

TO1 Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Developrment, Department of thic
Army, Wosidngton, L.C, 20310

1. (U) 7This headquarters has reviewed ihe Operational Report - Lessons
Learncd for the quarterly pericd ending 30 April 1970 from ieadquurters,
210th Aviution Datiaion (Combat) and concurs except as incicated velow.

2. (C) The following adcitional comments are providedt ‘

a, Reference iter concerniug "Delays in Disseminating Immediete Photo
Interpretation Reports", page 8, purigraph 2c¢(3)t nonconcur. The present direct
circult from 73d Aviation Company to II FFOuCEV provides uwccess to both . he
III Corps tactical and the world-wide teletype networis. Since perishable
information can be transmitted to tactical unlts faster over the tactlical
network than over the world-wide network, there is no advantage to be gained
by replacing the present circult by a pony circuit to Hearcat,

b. Reference item concerning "0-1 }ission Concept", page 111, para-
graph 2c(6)s

(1) 7Tiis headqu.rters concurs in tiie nced for a written justiiication
and description of missions to be performed by O0-1 aircraft. All supported
units receiving 0-1 support are belng asked to submit to this headquurters
a8 written justification und description of the missions required for thenm.
Once avproved ‘hese mission descriptlions and aircraft justifica:ions will
be distributed to units concerned.

(2) An operational concept is available for O-1 aircraft utilization
in Vietnam, }Milltary Assistance Commnand Vietnam Directive 301=1, dated 1
November 1968, establishes policy and procedure for the visual reconnais-
sance program which is the primary mi:slon for the 0-1 alrcraft. In addition,
I1 Fleld Force Vietnam kegulation *81-1, dated 29 April 1970, prescribes the
responsibliiity and srocedure for visual aerial reconnaissance in III Corps
Tactical Zone, and tasks 12th Aviation iroup (Combet) to provide suitable
aircraft to support this program, The alrcraft best sulted for tris program
i1s the 0-1,
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVFBC-RE (11 May 70) 2d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, 210th Aviation Battalion
(Comoat), for the Period Endin, 30 April 1970, RCS CSrOR-65 (R2)(U)

c. nReference item concerning "Combat Avlation Battalion Ccmmanier as
Installation Coordirator", page 13, peragraph 2i(1)t noncuncur,

(1) There is no zuthorization 1or augmentation of the stafi of a
comnander who has been designated en Installation Coordinator. The fuiciions
required of the Instellation Coorcinator are prescribed by RACV Directive
10-4.

(2) All functions recuired by the current :ACV wirective must be
coordinatea with tenunt units by the Installation Coordinator. He has no
authority to compel co.pliance with his various installation airections. Con-
sequently, the Installation Coordinator i.as been conpelled to form a staff
and use his own unit to accomplish the required functions.

(3) This hesdquariers has been iioriiea that 1dCV virective 10-4 is
being revised to give the Instal.stion Coordiaator the neces.ary authority
to compel co..plinnce with his own directives relating to the installation.

'Ot Tels COLS aliDiics

C. BARTEL, J
CPT. AGC

Asst AG
Cls
CO, 12th Avn Gp (Cbt)
€O, 21Cth Avn in (Cot)
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AVBAGC=0 (11 May 70) 3d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Reports-Lessons Learned 210th Aviation Battalion
(Combat) for che Peri-d Ending (30 April 70) RCS CSFOR=€5 (R2) (U)

DA, HEADQUARTERS, 13T AVIATION BRIGADE, AP0 9638¢ 18 JUN 1970

THRU: Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC-IST,

APO 96375
Commander+in=Chief, United States Army Pacifio, ATTN: GFOP-DT,

APO 96558

T0: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Arny, Washington, D,C, 20310

This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report=Lessons Learned of

the 210th Aviation Battalion (Combat) and ccncurs with the report as
indorsed,

FOR THE COMMANDER:

Y it

RREN A. PETERSON
CPT, AGC
ASST AG
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVHGC-DST (11 May 70) 4th Ind
SUSJECT: Operational Reports-Lessons Learned 210th Aviation Battalion )
(Combat) for the Period Enaing (30 April 70) RCS CSFOR-65) (R2){U)

Headquarters, United States Army Vietnam, APO San Francisco 96375 04 JUL 1370

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1. (U) This Headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons
Learned for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1970 from Headquarters,
210th Aviation Battalion (Combat) and comments of indorsing headquarters,

2. (C) Comments follow:

a. Reference item concerning "Delays in Disseminating Immediate Photo
Interpretation lteports”, 2d Indorsement, paragraph 2a: concur. Page 8,
paragraph 2c(3) basic report: nonconcur. The 73d Aviation Company has a
direct circuit to II FFORCEV and II FFORCEV has access to both the II1I
Corps Tactical and world-wide teletype networks. Therefore, the 73d
Aviation Company could make dissemination on its Immediate Photo Interpretation
Reports by passing them to II FFORCEV for retransmission. It would appear
that this method would be simpler than installing a pony circuit to the
Bearcat Message Center. UOnit has been so advised.

b, Heference item concerning 'Maintenance of Lycoming T-53 Turbine
Engine”, puge 9, paragraph 2c(4): concur. The evaluation by AVSCOM, as a
result of the EIi{, will determine if this item snould be categorized as a
TBO item. MNo action by USARPAC or DA is recommended.

c. Reference item concerning "0-1 Mission Concept", page 10, paragraph
2c(6): paragraph 2, 1st Indorsement: and paragruph 2b, 2d Indorsement: concur.
Concepts for the employment of O-1 aircraft are presented in the 1lst
Aviation Brigade's booklet, "Aviation Operational Procedures Guide". The
latest edition of this guide will be published shortly; distribution will be
made te both ground ard aviation commanders. No action by USARPAC or DA is
recommendsd.

d. Reference item concerning "Cryogenic Refrigeration"”, page 12,
paragraph 2{: concur. This information will be published in the 34th
General Support Group newsletter. No action by USARPAC or DA is recommended.

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVHGC-DST (11 May 70) 4th Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Reports-Lessons Learned 210th Aviation Battalion
(Cambat) for the Period Ending 30 April 70 RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)(U)

¢. Reforence item concerning "Combat Aviation Battalion as Installation
Coordinator", page 13, paragraph 1(1): nmnonconcur. The functions and
responsibilities of Installation Coordinator can be assumed by the commanding
officer of any unit. The authority of the installation coordinator to
allocate the necessary resources to these functions is outlined in USARV
Regulation 10-4. At present there are no persormel assets available within
HQ, USARV to augment units assigned installation coordination functions.
However, equipment needed for base camp defense may be requested in accordance
with USARV Regulation 700-20, Temporary Loan of Equipment. Force Development
Division is currently in the process of developing base camp TDA's which will
document. the requirements for installation coordination, for submisséion to
DA for approval. These TDA'swill be developed for those base campsfor which
a continuing requirement exist. Unit has been so advised.

FOR THE CGMMANDER:

é'///’// L |

, Clerk W. Stevens Ir.

Captan AGC
Cy furn: Assistant Aujutunt Gon sl .
1st Avn Bde ,
210th Avn Bn
|
:%
i
i
K|
i
CONFIDENTIAL
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GPOP-DT (11 May 70) 5th Ind (u)

SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 210th Aviation Battalion
(Combat), for Period Ending 30 April 1970,
RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 14 AUG 70

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department
of the Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters concurs 1in subject report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

L.M. 0ZAK
CPT, AGC
Asst AQ
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CONFIDENTIAL

ADMINSTRATION

Personnel Management:
a, Total number of MOS reclassifications during period: 45

b. Total number of essigmments during period: OFF - 27, WO - 24
240, Total: 291

¢. l'umber of promotions during period:

QFFICER
LC - 0, MAJ - 1, CPT - 2, 1LT - 3, 2LT - O

WARRANT
CW4 - 0, CW3 - 0, CW2 - 3, W01 - O

ENLISTED
E9 -0, E8 - 0, E7 - 0, E6 - 8, E5 - 85, E4 - 83, E3 - 24

d., Number of casualties during period:

QFFICER WARRANT ENLISTED

BATTLE DEAD

-~ 0000
[eNeoNoNeNeo
OO0 O0O

e, Number of orders published during period: SO - 69, LO -~ 414,

G0 - 7
2, Awards Data:
SUBMITTED APPROVED

Silver Star 2 0
Distinguished Flying Cross 21 2
Soldiers Medal 1 i
Bronze Star Medal 135 54
Air Medal 501 301
Army Commendation Medal 415 220
Purple Heart 1 0
Vietnamese Cross of Gallentry 1 0
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ATRCRAFT AVAILIBILITY
]_Feb 70 thry 30 Apr 70

Ot

U-64

U-1A

U-21A

OV-1A

OV-1B

ov--1C

OH~58A

UH-1D

UH~1H

Average Availability:

25
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94.8
81.6
59.9
94.0
7.3
80.7
83.6
84.7
52,0
92.2
85.2

3



Occasions
Religious Services
Protestant

Catholic
Counseling Sessions
Unit Visits
Character Guidance
Memorial Service
Hospital Visits

Stockade Visits

inel &

CONFIDENTIAL

CHAPEL STATISTICS
! Feb 70 thru 30 Apr 70

Number of Occasions

39
237
479

1020
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Attendance

299
4937
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