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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
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WASHINGTON. D.C. 20310

AGDA-A (M) (5 Feb 71) FOR OT UT 71007 16 February 1971

SUBJECT: Senior Officer Debriefing Report: COL W. F, Williams, CO,
3d Brigade, 9th Infantry Division, Period 27 March 1970 to 2

October 1970 (U)

SEE DISTRIBUTION

l. Reference: AR 1-26, subject, Senior Officer Debriefing Program (U)
dated 4 November 1966.

2. Transmitted herewith is the report of Col W, F. Williams, subject as
above,

3. This report is provided to insure appropriate benefits are realized
from the experiences of the author. The report should be reviewed in
accordance with paragraphs 3 and 5, AR 1-26; however, it should not be
interpreted as the official view of the Department of the Army, or of
any agency of the Department of the Army.

4, Information of actions initiated under provisions of AR 1-26, as a
recsult of subject report, should be provided ACSFOR OT UT within 90 days
of .eceipt of covering letter,

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY3
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS. UNITED STATES ARMY VIETNAM
APO SAN FRANCISCO 96378

AVHDO-DO 1 5JAN 1971

SUBJECT: Senior Officer Debriefing Report - COL W, F. Williams

Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development
Department of the Army
Washington, D, C., 20310

Attached are three copies of the Senior Officer Debriefing Report
prepared by Colonel W, F, Willams. The report covers the period
27 March 1970 to 2 October 1970, during which time Colonel Williams
served as Commanding Officer, 3d Brigade, 9th Infantry Division.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

1

1 Incl otk W Stevens Jr.
as (trip) Cop ot AGC
2 ¢y w/d HQ DA Asscians naputant Genersl
) §
Regraded unclassified when separated
from classified inclosure.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HRADQUARTERS, 3D BRIGADE, 9TH INFANTRY DIVISION
APO San Prancisco 96371

AVBB-CO 25 September 1970
SUNECT: Debriefing Report (RCS-CSPOR-74) (U)

Commanding General

United States Army Vietnam
ATTN: AVHGC-DS?T

APO Saa Prancisco 96375

1. (U) The highpoints of my tour as Commander of the "Go Devil®™ Brigade
included a general decline of enemy activity, the Cambodian operations, an
expansion of the Vietasmisation effort, the redeployment of the Brigade ani
turnover of military effort in the Brigade's TAOI to GVN forces.

2. (U) The Brigade's mission has been threefcld. First, to conduet ofiensive
operations in the umpopulated regions in the TAOI, targeted sgainst Main Force,
Loeal Force, and NVA units and their logistical system. Secondly, to upgrade
territorial forces to the poiat of sssuming total responsidility for military
soourity of the ares. Finmally, to plan md implement actions mecessary to
transfer those critical combat and combat support missions to GVN foroes
previously performed by US forces.

3. (U) Tais repert is in three sections: the first section is s report
followiag the prescribed format; the second is my persomal evaluation of the
combat resdiness of the RF/PF forces in long An and Hau Nghia Provinces; and
the third 1s my sppraisal of the GWN effort in Long An, Hau lghia and south-
westera Bien Hoa Provinces.

(! 1{1@,(; :

3 Incl W. 7. WILLIAMS
1 = Seotion I Colonel, Infantry
2 - Section II Command ing

3 - Section III
ii

Regraded unclassified when separated
from classified inclosure.
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TAME OF OGNTENTS

I. ::;:::. I = Report Following Perscribed Format to Seamior Officer's Debriefing

1. (C) Insurgeat

a. Organisstiom

b, Command amd Comtrol

c. Strategy and Tactics

d. Armsment

o. Logistics

f. Trensportation

g Commnications

bh. Iatelligence and Counterintelligeamce

2, (C) Local Gevermment Stability Actioms
a. JForoces

b Iatelligence and Counterintelligemce

¢. Civic Actions

d. Pelitical Action (Propagands and Psyops)
3. (C) UuS Military Porces

a. Gemeral

b, Memsuver Battalieme

c. DBrigade TAOX

d. Cemdodian Sanctuary Opsretion

o. Types of Drigade Combat Operetiomns

f. DBooty Treps

g+ Redeploymeat/Imactivation

k. Artillery Support

i, Iagineer Support 114
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J. Sigmal Support
k. Truining
1. Research and Development
a. Legistics
n. Maintenance of Unit Stremgth
o. Orgmaizatioa
13. Séction II - Persomal Evalustion of Combat Readiness of RF/PF Forces

ITI. Sectiom III - Appraissl of GVN Effort in long in, Hau Nghia, aad south-
western Bien Noa Provinces

iv
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DEMRIEFING REPORT (ROS-CBFOR-74) (U)

Comn
trye Republis of Vietasm
Debriefing Repert bty Celomsl V.F. Villiems
Duty Assigament: Cammending Offiecer
. 34 Brigeds, 9tk Infestry Divisies I
Taiuate Durees 27 Mareh 1970 = 2 Ostober 1970
Date of Repert: 25 Septesber 1970
Regraded unclassified when separated
from classified Inclosure.
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1.(2) :opt:‘u I - Report Polloving Perseribed Format to Semior Officer's Debriefing

1. (6) Insurgeat
[ 19 m.“ﬂ

(1) Commanist organisation in Long An Provinoe is Sub=Ragiosal ia strwce
ture. uuounwb,m-u or provincial lime of eommniestion, divides
the Provinee iato Sub=Region 2 and Sub-Region 3. Each Sub-Regios has eperatiomal
coatrol of North Vietnamese Arwy (WVA) and Viet Comg (VC) Maim Force wmits.
to

(2) Beu Nghia Province is similar Lcu Provinee; thet is, 18 15 aleo
Sub=fegiomal ia structure. The portiom of Ham Nghia that falls vithin 34 Brigude’'s

AO 1s part of Sub=Region 2. Sub-Regiom 2 has operatiomal ocomtrol of North Viet-
nansse Army and Viet Cong Main Foroe wmits.

(3) Cammmist organisation im ¥hon Trach District, Bien Hoa Provimce 1»
also Sub-Regiomal in structure. Mhom Trach Distriot 1is in SubsRegion 4, Military

Begion 7. Sub=Region { also bas opsratiomal comtrol of North Vietnamese and Viet
Cong Main Foroe umits.

(4) Tab A shows thoss ememy units opposing Allied Foroes in the 3d Brigede,
9th Infantry Division's TAOI.

b, Command and Control

Ultimate ocontrol of Commmnist activities in Nhom Trach District, Long An
and Hau Nghia Provinoss, and all Vietnam rests vith the Central Office South
uomn (COSVN). Sub-Regions 2, 3, and 4 are directly reponsible to COSVN for
the conduct of military affairs in Long An and Hau Nghia Provinces and Whon Trach
District. However, the Curreat Affairs Committees of Lomg An, Hau Nghia, and
Bien Hoa Provinoes frequently exercises direct control over the Sub=-Regions.

6. Strategy and Tactics

During the period t Jan 70 to 31 Aug 70, enemy combat forces in the Brigade's
TAOI euffered substantial losses of men and equipment and have receatly had to
restriot their efforts primarily to economy of force operations. Ihe operations
include sapper attacks, stand off attacks bty fire, ground attacks om isolated
and poorly defended or lighlly mammed VN cutposts, amd counter pasificatioms
astivities. Acocording to doouments and Pli's, the enamy had plammed a Mg offensive
during the Spriag of 1970 wvhich wvas to go oa through the mumer momths. Howewver,
dus to Allied oross border operstions into the enemy's base and supply areas in
Cambodia, the ememy was confromted vith the task of protecting these areas and
hed to abandon many planned operations in Vietnam.

d. Armament

Chinese Commmist mamufecture. The
officers. Heavy wapons for WA and Main om-l.
atioms of RPG-2, RPG.7, RPD machine guns and 60um or 82mm mortars. Support ele-
asats for INA and Main Foroe waite possess 107mm end 122ms Rockets, 57wm and 75am
RecolllewsRifles, and 82mm Mortars. At the present time these weapons are wvery
GROUP
ALS

The individual weapon for t.hou;g‘

~E§

FOR OT UT CONFIDENTIAL

71B007 11 AT
InClosure menm m ‘2 m”

S e . B At i S, ol




CONFIDENTIAL

1imited i mmmbers. Loesl Porce umits and gusrillas are armed with a comdbi=ation
of individwal and heavy wespons. Individual weapons bave included AK-4{7's, H-16'as,
CKkG's, Eafields, MN-1 Carbines, Springfields, and N-79 grenade launchers. Beavy
veaposs include scme $0mm Mortars, amd RXPUO-2 and RPG-7 Rocket Laumchers.

o. logistics

(1) Beemy arms and supplies were brought into long Am and Haun Mghia Pro-
vinces primarily fram the Parrot's Beak region of Cambodia. The reoceat ecross
border operations into Cambodia bave greatly reduced the enewy's capabi}ity to
resupply bis men vith food and equipment. Dus to thess opsrations the ememy is
feoed vith the problem of re-sstablishing his bess camp areas in Cembodia and
iepending on the local populace for his subsistence. Also, the enemy is foroed
to depend on existing mmall caches near the area of operstions umtil his »: ply
chamnels in Cambodia are omce again functional. This situation foroes the enexy
to avold contact and detection vhile awaiting resupply. Im hhon Trach Distriot
the ensmy receives a major part of his supplies from SR=4{. His food 1is usually
bought froa the local populace.

(2) The individusl emsmy soldier travels very light. He carries a mmall
anount of rioe vith him and is given a amall amount of money to supplemsnt his
meals fyes the loocal ecomomy. basic load of amsunition for the individual
soldier appears to bs appraximately 120 rounds of AKk={7 smmo. However, in many
cases the soldier hides his wveapon becanse he has no ammmition.

f. Tremspertation

(1) The primary trensportatioa route in Lomg
is the Vam Co River wvhich splits into the V
and oveatually into Cambodia, emd the Vam

and Tay Ninh Province. Highway 4 1s the

to Saigon. Alomg the portherm border of the Brigede 40 1s Righwuay

Tay Kinh vith Saigoa.

(2) Treasportation in Hhom Trach District is restricted almost emtirely to
roeds and watervays. There are two main roads in the Distrist, LTL-25 and HL-319.
HL=319 divides the cemter of the distriot and stretches in an ecast-west directioa.
Haterways abound in the southern portion of the district and in areas to the south
of the district. Vater travel is the primary means of movemsat in hat area. The
Kha Bo, Long Tan, and Thi Vai Rivers are ths primary water transportation routes.

g+ Commmicatione

The ensmy commmications capability in an area is a function of Allled ope
atioms. If our opsrations allow free movement in an ares, the enemy vill wtil
landline telephome. Dus to extensive U3 and GVN sctivity in Lomg An and Hau
Proviaces the emsmy has been relying on low-powered redios, primarily the Chi
K63 model. In light of the lack of vire discovered by Allied forces during
past year in our TAOI and the capturing of several K-63's it can be safely ssswmed
that redie is the primary mode of enemy commmicatione.

CONFIDENTIAL
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2. Intelligence and Counterintelligemce

(1) Organised intelligence is conducted em the Sub-Regiomsl lewel. 882,
SRe3, axd SR~ have intelligence sections which bave two primary funstioms: ¢o
oconduet reconnaissance of a given area for possible military exploitatiom; amd
to interocept radio transmissions over Allied networks and exploit them by warning
of impending air or ground operations.

(2) It 1s known that agents working for the ensmy have psnstruted US end GVN
base ocamps and district headquarters. However, the exteat of counterintelligemce
activities is not imown. It appears to be used primarily as psrt of a warning
systes proviiing information that Allied operations will be coaducted in specific
areas and to describe the defense structure of friendly installations.

(3) Intelligence gathering at Sub-Region lsvels and belov comsist grimarily
of ground visual reconnaissance and the questioning of iocal inhabitante oonceruing
locatiomns of US and GVN foroes.

i. Epsmy Units and Locations =« Tab A

2, (C) Looal Govermeent Stability Actions
a, PForoes - (See Appraisal of GVN Effort and Cambat Readiness of RF/PF Forces)
b. Intelligence and Counterintelligence

(1) Intelligence and counterintelligenee organisation at the GVN Province
lowvel approximately parsllels that of the US at Brigade level. The Provisce hes
an intelligence staff headed by a fleld grade officer and a Military Intelligemce
Detachment responsible for providing interpreters to assist interrogation of both
GV and US prisoners and for document exploitation. The intelligence staff section
maintains Order of Battle on enemy units and manages its own ageat networks throughe
out the Provinoe.

(2) Each Province has attempted to place personnel into various unite and
oells of the insurgent foroe. To date this capability is very limited and has
produoced no tangible results. However, it doss shov increased promise for future
intelligence capabilities.

(3) ERach Provinoe is expanding its capability to obtain additional intelligence
from the civil popmlace. As govermment protection increases, the civilian populace
is providing more information concerning insurgent activities and units. The
mmber of civilians loyal to GUN appsars to be definitely on the imcrease and Pro=
vinees are actively attempting to recruit additional loyal informante.

(4) Intelligence communications throughout the Provinces are not secure except
bty personal contact. The GVN forces in the Provinces do not have secure redio
capability either between units or vith US units. Therefore, intelligence infor-
mation is not disseminated to units in he field as completely or as rapidly as
ooours vith US intelligence.

(5) T™he Vietnamsse Security Defense Prograam is not as extensive as that of
the US. Sensitive security is practically nonexistent for unite in the field.

I-3
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Internal defemse mesasures comtinue to be a prodlea vith 1solated cutpests
the Provinces. Thore seeas to be a tendency to decrease alertness
has met beea active for a period of time. There also ars to be
intelligence updating for the isolated unite; comsequently, they tend to 1
touch vith the curreat strength and capability of the enemy.

o.. Civic Action and ite Effects
(1) Role of Civic Action

Civio action has been part of the overall mission in support of ths GVM
Pacification and Development Plan. ’

(2) Military Civio Action Projects (MILCAPS)

MILCAPS encompass the following: Construction guidance and distribution
of comstruction materials, education efforts, cocrrestive surgery, bealth and
dental care, distribution of food and clcthing and support of other GVN prve
grams that entail civio action. These projects have been condusted in coordi-
nation vith GVN foroes to an increasing degree. Examples of such progreas in-
clude:

(a) Integrated Civic Action Programs (ICAPS) and Night Civi: Action Frugrams
(NITECAPS), have been coordinated with the POLWAR Sectisn Chief.

(b) Medical Civic Action Progrems (MEDCAPS) are being coordinmated by the
Provinoe Hospital in Long An and by the Pudlic Health Advisor ia Heuw Nghta. Both
of the abowe prograas are wvorking well.

(3) The Cambodian operation imfluenced the Civic Astion Program in that
much of the progrea had to be hamdled in & more severe coabat enviromment. A
larye part of ths effort included refugee control. During the psriod of the
Cembodien sonflict, the Brigade assisted over 1,000 Vietaamese refugees on their
vay frem Cambodia to Vietaam. The Brigade alsoc assisted in the resettlesent of
over 400 refugees vithin Loag Am Provinoe.

(4) Bffect of Civic Aotion

Civie action and paychological opsrations have played s significent rule in
support of the GVN. The civic action effort has sade the people more awvere of
the social and political system of South Vietnam. is a result, support of the
Viet Cong has contimued to erode as more and more psople arv iafluenced and
helped by the US/GVN MILCAPS.

(5) The following is a smmmary of civic action activities 1Or the periou
1 April 1970 through 25 August 1970:

(a) MILCAP Operatioms

MEDCAPS DENTGAPS  ICAPS  NITECAPS  PATIENTS
1,13 157 350 249 59,178
14
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(d) Vartous comstruction projects undertaken during the five meath repertisg
poviod required the 3d Brigade to furnish rav materials. Ome hundred fifty dage
of esmeat wers used in the building of two schools and the repair of 15 more.
During the reporting period 160 sheets of tin roofing and over 1775 board feet
of lumber were used in bridge repair projects throughout the AO and in the com-
struction of over 80 dwellings vithin the refugee village in Long An. Pour
thousand sand bags were used as weizhts for the light tin and aluminun roofisg
on schools. School repair required over 130 gallons of paint. 3even umdred
bricks and 15,079 cubic meters of laterite were used in layiang foundatioms for
dwellings wvithin the refugee village and other housing projects thriughout Loag
An. Ome bundred and forty four carpentry and faraing tool kits were itistributed
in our area of operations. The Rural Development Cadre were of considerable
help in teaching the proper utilisation of these kits.

(c) Commodities were distributed for use by schools, orphanages and sther
civic action projects in the following amounts:

Food 1,320 1lbs
Clothing 990 1bs
Health {tems 3,020 1lbs

(d) Educational efforts were directed towards proviiing teachers for 60
periods of imstruction to instruct 1,125 pupils in the rudiments of conversa=-
tional English.

(e) The Brigade found through a survey of the district chiefs and educa-
tional advisors a need for various items of school equipment. Three blacke
boards were provided for Revolutisnary Development cadre schools in Tan Tru
District. Tvo hunired note pads, 100 reams of paper, 100 boxms of chalk, 1)
cartons of pencils and 25 boxes of crayons were given to the educational advisor
of the oivil affairs platoon at Sector level for distridution.

() In addition to their normal complement of MEDCAPS and DENTIAPS, the
3d Brigade battalions provided special treatment for a variety of illnesses and
disablemssnts. Three people wers taken from a hamlet to Cho Ray Hospital in
Saigon vhere I-rays were taken and trsatmsnt was initiated. Surgery vas pere
formed at Cho Ray Hospital to correct three hare lips. Two individuals received
artifiocial limbs at the National Rehabilitation Center and the training required
to use their new appendages effectively., Ome club=footed child was taught to
valk at the same facility. All of these efforts aided in strengthening the
psople's belief in a concernsd GVN.

d. Political Action (Propaganda and Psychologi:zal Operations)
(1) Media Employed and Effectiveness

Propaganda efforts have taken the form of face=toeface communi:ations, leaflets
and loudspeaker broadcasts from the air and ground in support of coabat operations

and the Long An and Hau Nghia Province Pacification and Development Program.
Major stress vas placed in rapid propaganda exploitation of enemy personnel and

1-5
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aquipment losses and intelligence of a pe:-ishadle mature.

(a) The effect of these psychologizal operations efforts has bsen tc dewelop
support for the GVN by comvincing the :ivilian population that the GVN is res-
wnding to their meeds, Comv:urzely, the people's support of the Viet Cong bhas
beon signifizantly decreased.

(b) The effect of propaganda on the enemy has been to lowwr his fighting
ipirit to the point of causing hia tn dafeci or surrendear in significant
aumbare. 3d Brigade propaganda efforts have creatcd iissensisn betwwen the
Viet Cong and the NVA and betwwan leaders and subordinates.

(c) Major themes employed in prupugunda efforts havs been Chieu H§,
GVN Image, Redeploymwent, Surrender/5care Hardships, Health, Sanitation and
Pacification.

(d) Oma of the basi: thewes of Communis’ propaganis sgainst the Chisu Hol
Prugram {s that the Hoi Chanh will be mistreate! to the extent ¢! buing beatsn,
tortured or even killed whan he rallies. 4n eflective technijue in countering
Comuiist propaganda efforts in this area has been returning cf Hol Chanhs to
thair villages and hamlets to give first-hand acccunts of their rallying ex-
periences, By conducting perindic interviews in the local Chieu Hoi Centers,
it is possible to select those individuals best adbie to make a favorsdle im-
pression. When tha Hoi Chanh kmows ani can identify families of othar V< cp
synpathisers, thsa prograa is much more cffective. The msre fact that the rallier
is alive and vell disputes the enemy's contentiosns. Idnally, tha same H>! Chamh
shnould be returned periodically to desonstrutas his continued good health and
progress. MILCAP activities provide an ex:ellent wehisle for unobtrusive inte-
gration of this PSYOP operation with routine military activity, thus mininizing
the attention drawn to the returning Hoi Chanh as an individual. The fear of
eneny retaliation against the Hol Chanh's family is the most importent fantar
to ovsrcome. If the rellier refuses to muke a personal appearance, tapes can
be used; howvever, they remain far inferior to face-to-face contact. Howmwer,
wvhen targeted epecifisally aguinst the epnemy units scattered over large areas,
tape broedcasts have proven successful. Hod Chanhs should be periosiically and
systematically interviewved by PSYOP personnel to secure exploitable matsarial
ani selected Hoi Chanhe should be returned to their hamlets to counter eneay
propaganda themes. Coopsration with District level PSYOP persomnel i3 necessary
o {nsure the program takes aivantage ol the specific local situation,

(e) Hoi Chanhs have revealed significant exploitable FSYOP information
during follow=up interrogation vhich was not revealed in their initisl interr-
ogetion interviev. The fact that Hoi Chanhs have vithheld valuabie P3YOP {nfor-
mation during imitial processing can be at'ributed to a combination of sewersl
factors. During these first hours of detainment the Hoi Chanh is very apprehsnsiwe.
Pear often leads his to relate only what he expects will please his captors.
He often hesitates to relate everyday in‘ormstion which may have no immediate

I -6
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value but 1s of extrems impertanse to the long remge PSYOP offort. lates,

vhta be has expericnced good treatmest, the individwal astually beoceme

nere roespiive teo visitors and to the idea of returniag to his lecal hamiet,

ovea if it requires hin to mabe & opoech. Suech iaterviews have

resulted ia memes of V0 and/er sympathisers and their knowm relatiws. On
subsoquent visits to the Hoi Chanh's hamlet thess relatives have besa visgited

and emscureged to induwee their family ssmbers to relly. Iaitial Nod Chamn |
ra:lunmmummwmmmuurvuuum.muor

(£) During the reporting period, 423 Hoi Chanhs returmed to the GVN,
Although the Brigade was credited vith very fev of this total, wveo were
directly responsible for the besic desision of these Noi Chanhs to rally
through military operations, psyohological operations and civic astion projects.

Summary of Propagands and Pgychologiocal Operations: 1 Apr 70 - 30 Awg 70

LOUDSPRAKER LEAPLETS )
MISSION NOURS  TARGETS FOMBER TARGETS Qe
AR 78 805 6,100,550 493 239
QROWED 615 983 1,290,650 950 65

(2) Teshmiques for Determining and Satisfying Grisvances and/er Aspirstions

(a) Ia order to deternime the needs and aspirations of the people, ocomstaat
eoordimation has been maintained with local officials. This coordimatiea is
obtained by comstant persomal liaison with offieials at both Province amd
Distriet levels. BEfforts have been made to strengthen local officials so they
are nore informsed spokesmen for the people's meeds and aspiratioms.

() When the particular mseds of the people in em area are established,
then efforts can be made to imsure that civic action projects fulfill thees
needs.

1-7
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3. (C) US Military Poroes
a. QGeaneral

During the psriod 27 March to 15 Septembsr , 3d Brigade, 9th Iafamtry
Division participated im operation Toan Thang IV, vhish was initteted om 1
Nov 69. The period has been characterised by sissable expansion of the ri-
gade's TAOI and in task organisation. As a result, the Brigade bas
operated ia an TAOI with fewer mansuver battalions, wvhile simmltamsewsly
preparing for redeploymsat end insctivation. With the exception of the Brigede's
operations in Cambodia in early May, ensmy activity has remained at e lov level
vith beth Main Foros and NVA units avoiding decisive engagement. During the months
of Mareh through Se r 1970, the Brigade acoounted for 692 enemy killed, 49
prisoners of war, 16 Hoi Chanhs, and 253 weapons captured or destroyed.

b. Mamsuver Battalions

There are four msmewrer battalions organic to 3d 3rigade, 9th Ianfantry Division:
2447 Inf (M), 2<60 Inf, 560 Inf, and 6-31 Inf, Sinoce 28 Pebruary, howaver there
have mever been more than thres mansuver bdattalions undcr opesrational coatrol of
the Brigade. During the Cambodian operation, for 34 days, the Brigade's organi:
aaneuver streagth comsisted of only one battalion and a Ranger company to cover
all of Long An and Hau Nghia Provinces. 4 dispositional swmary of the Brigade's
organic mansuver battalions showing periods of OPCON to other wmits is as follows:

ML QRCQN 10 AL

2,7 Inf (M) "Nhon Trach District Chief 13 « 27 Apr
1st Cav Div (ML) 27 Apr - 12 May
25th Iaf Div 12 May - 21 Jm
USARV (Por Imsstivation) 15 Sep = 22 Sep

2«60 Inf 25th Iaf Div 22 May - 22 Sep
USARV (Per Immotivation) 22 Sep - 12 Oot

560 Inf 25th Iaf Div 2 May - N1 Moy
1st Cav Div 1Jun - 26 Jm
25th Iaf Div 2« Mg
USARV (Per Imsotivation) 8 Sep - 12 Ot

6=31 Inf 25th Iaf Div 28 Peb - 18 Apr, V=4 May
USARV (For Imsstivation) 8 Sep - 12 Oot

®irect Support, vith OPOON eontimuing to the Brigade.
c. The Brigade Testical Area of Interest (TAOI)

The TAOI assigmed to the Brigade has beon expanded from approxima’ely two-
thirds of Long An Proviaee om 27 March to a peak of about 2400 square kilometers
ia three provinces by 25 July. On 4 May in the initial period of Cambodian oper-
atioms, the Brigade's TAOI wvas exyanded to include all of leu Nghis Province south
of Higiway 1. On 22 Jume, Mhon Trach Digtrict of Bien Hoa Provinoce was edded to
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the Brigade TAOI vith the returm of 2~47 Inf (M) to Brigedc control. By 25
July the AO of 2«47 Inf (M) had been further expanded to include Mhom Trach and
parte of Duc Tu and Long Thanh Districts.

d. The Cambodian Sanctuary Operation (Toan Thang 500)

The highlight of combat astivity during the period came with & six day thrust
into the "Parrot's Beak" region of eastern Cambodia in vhich the Brigade accounted
for 159 ensxy killed, 16 Hoi Chanhs, 18 Prisoners of War, 126 individual weapons,
47 srev-served weapons, 28 tons of ammnition, and 4 tons of rioce againmst losses
of 7 KIA and 29 WIA. The action was initiated on 7 May with the Brigade opening
FSB Seminole at Ba Thu and conducting airwmobile operatinns with 6-31 Inf i{n oom-
Junotion with 4 CIDG compaides from Duc Hus and Tra Cu and 2 RF campanies from
Bao Trai. Two contacts on 7 May inwolving Companies A, B, and D of 6=31 Inf
supported by USAF, C/2-4 Arty, and helicopter gunships from D/3=4 Cav and 145th
Awva Bn resulted {n 19 enemy killed and 14 captured without friendly losses. On
8 May, A, B, and D Companies of 6=31 Inf conducted an airmohile raid on the city
of Chantrea and immediately encountered fierce resistance on every side of the
city. Attempts by all three coapanies to enter the city were repulsed repesatedly
until the afternoon of 9 May, when all effective ensmy resistance ceased after
36 hours of contimuous bombardment by artillery, gunships, end tectical sir strikes.
On the afternocon of 10 May, two additiounal battles flared involving Companies C
and D of 6=31 Inf in separate 4{-hour firefights. In one of the battles, Company
D was pinned down in the village of Ph Thaot under heavy ensxy small arms and
mortar fire, After 24 hours of aerial bambardment by gunships and USAF tactical
airstrikes, the town wvas taken by Companies A and D on the afterncon of 11 May.
Action contimued on the morning of 12 May for a brief period as Company A engaged
an enemy platoon in an hour long firefight northwest of Ba Thu. All elements of
the Brigade were vithdrawn to Vietnam on the afternoon of 12 May leaving the enemy's
base at Ba Thu a smoliering ruin and his units scattered and demoralised.

e. Types of Brigade Combat Operatisns

The principls types of opsrations conducted by the 3d Brigade, 9th Infantry
Division were the anight ambush, the daylight airwobile, riverine ambush and patrol,
and daylight ground recomnaissance. A variety of diverse ambush assets supported
such opsrations to include air cushion wehicles (ACV), engineer assault rafts and
boats, seout and tracker dogs, chemical sniffer and tastical CS flights, assault
beliocopters, gunships, tastical air, artillery, air cavalry, and Navy riverine
craft. Appraximately 355 of all Brigade operations were conducted at night. Trein-
ing of Vietaameee territorial foroes through combined cperatisns has been an aresa
of particular emphasis imvolving units from squad to company strength. Rssults
of the prograa, particularly an airmobile operations, are gratifying in that GVN
forces nov airmobile regulerly and with e high level of proficiency. Whils mo
immovations nor special tactical doctrine heas bsen advanced by the Brigade to
add to existent, will established tactisal dootrine, & cambination of videly
diverse asssts froam mechanised, to airwobile, to riwerine have been blended into
a combimatioa wvhich capitalises on the wversatility of the separete infantyy Wwigade
to gover the largest possible operuational area vith a relatively small foroe.
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f. UWooty Trape

The single most successful enemy action against the Beigade has been the
enployment of boedy traps. A variety of techniques are used by Brigade umits to
breach bogby~trapped areas, slthough all are extreaely time somsming and none
are fully effective. Extensive artillery preparstions, tactical air strikes, ani
paths blasted by bangalors torpedoes have provided the most effec:ive means of
reducing smell, wll-defined minefields ani dooby=trapped arese. Such techniques
have sharply reduced Brigade casualties and have denuied snemy base areas and
cache sites of their protective screen. This has been an area of continuing com-
~ern., Methods of clearing booby~trapped sreaa must be devaloped vhizh are ;rec-
tisal and can be used by the infantry in Vietnam.

€. Redeployment and Inactivation Process

On 1 July, the Brigade was alertel for redeplsyment ant {na-tivaticn. Flanning
began immediately for am orderly, phased vithdruwal. The ouabsr ¢f combined cper-
ations vith Vietnamese territorial forces was sharply incresased to faclilitate the
assumption of & broader role by the Governnent of Vistnam forces in Tall, Schedules
for the standdown of umits and turnover or elimination of bases were carefully
propared and implemented. The Brigade's standdown stte st Di in we prepared and
proceseing and turn im centers vere establishad fcr personnel ant equipment. ™
1 September, 5-60 Inf began its standdown at Di An; followsd by 6-31 Inf on %
September; 2-47 Inf (M) om 15 September; and 2-60 Inf om 22 Septembl-r. Supporting
artillery batteries stood down concurrently with supportad aan~uver battalions
and smaller support unite vere inmactivated as requirements for their support cessed.
tach of the flag bearing units is represonted in a 120-man Honor Guard Deta~hment
that returns to Fort lewis em 12 October for inactivation., After coapleting 4%
months of continuous combat in Vietnam, the colors of the proud "0li Rellablaes”
are to be retired.

h. Artillery Support

(1) Prom 27 March to 15 September the 2d Battalion, 4&th Tield Artillery con-
tinued its mlssion of direct support of the 3d Brigade, 9th Infantry Division {n
Long An, Hau Nghis, and Biem Hoa Provinces. The battalion opersted with four or-
ganic firing batteries. At various times during thid period the Brigade had sup-
port from the 5th Bettaliom, 8th irtillery and 1st Battaliom, 27th irtillery. A
statistical breakdown of the battalion is inciudad as Tad B,

(2) Om 27 March 1970, Battery D continued to support the 6th Battalfion,
31 Iafantry at FSB Gettysburg in the "Plain of Reeds™ in whizh thn howitsers were
emplaced on "Paddy Platforme®. FSB Gettysbury was :zineel on 26 May 1979.

(3) Battery C contimusd to support the 2d Battalion, 60th Infantry from
FSB Chiokamauga (Doan Eet) in the "Plain of Reeds". The location was astride
known WVA iafiltration routes from Ba Thu, Cambodia, intn the southerm portions
of the III Corpes Military Region. The howitzsrs were placad on "Paddy Platforms"
because the majority of the area vas inuniated at high tides. The F3B at Doan
Ket vas kept open for twenty-five days and was closed on 21 March 1970.
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(4) Prom 1 April through 10 April the battalion perticipated in a Zapper
Team opsration. The Zapper Team was oomposed of two M42 Dusters from the Sth
Battalion, 2d Artillery and two 155m (SP) hovitsers, ome M577 Command Track
and one M5(8 Ammmition Carrier from the 1st Battalion, 27th Pield Artillery.

The tean was organiszed in response to the nsed for medium artillery om specific
targets. The concept was to move within direct fire range of kmown and suspected
enemy locations and saturate the area. The intent was to destroy all bunkers

and boobytraps in the area and clear the heavy nippa palm, thereby aaking the
arma accessible to ground troops. It was also intended to deny the enemy further
u3de of these areas as base camps and hiding places. The Dusters were used to
clear the woodline immediately forward of and flamking the firing position,
During the ten days of the operation the Zapper Team worked in several areas

in Rach Kien and Binh Phuoc Districts,

(5) Pram 1 May to 10 May 1970 Battery B supported the 2d Battalion, 47th
Infantry in its OPCON miasion to the 1st Cav Div; from 10 May to 31 May 1970
Battery B supported the 2d Battaliom, 4{7th Infantry in its OPCON mission to
the 25th Infantry Division.

(6) On 7 May 1970 Battery C at FSB Chamberlain airmobilad three howitaers
to FSB Seminole (XT 275028) with an initial security for:e from the 6th Battalion,
3ist Infantry. Bettery C supported operstions of the 6th Battalion, 31st Ine
fantry in Cambodia until FSB Seminole wes closed 12 May 1970,

(7) Battery A supported the 5th Battalion, 60th Infantry in Cembodia in
ite OPCON mission to the Vst Air Cavalry Division at FSB Shakey (YU 210518)
fron 1 June 1970 to 26 June 1970,

(8) On 26 June Battery C airmobiled three howitsers from FSB Chaaberlain
to FSB Shiloh with initial security proviied by the 6th Battalion, 31st In-
fantry. Battery C supported operations of the 6th Battalion, 31st Infantry
and the Air Cushioned Vehicles until 29 June when FSB Shiloh was closed,

(9) On 7 July 1970 Battery B moved by land to Long Thanh District.
Battery B supported the 2d Sattalion, 47th Infantry throughout the Loung
Thanh and ¥hon Trach Districts.

(12) Battery C placed three howitssrs on river barges and used them to
support operativns up and down the Vaa Co Tay and Vam Co Dong Rivers and the
Industrial Cenal from 8 July to 7 August 1970,

i. Engineer Support

(1) The most significant program assigned to the organic Zngineer Company
wvas the lLong An Secondary Road Progrem., This progrem, combined with joiat
comduct of combat operations has coatributed significantly to Vietnamisation
in Long An. The Long An Secondary Road Program was implemented im conjunction
with activation of RF/PF forces wvhich moved into the countryside as the road
construction progressed., In Long An, & total of 130 Ka of roads were con-
structed., Road comnstruction for the 1970 dry season was complete vhen the
Brigade incorporated Hau lighia Province and Nhon Truch Distrizt into its TAOIL,
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(2) The Brigede was abls to commit a large portion of its organic engineer
resources to the road progreas because of the unique terrain features of the AO.
Beeauss helicopters can be landed almost anywhere throughout the A0, it was
possible to provide combat enginser support on s mission basis. The only exmeeptioas
to this occurred vhen a Brigede element was operating in Camboiis and in Mhon
Trach District, where engimeer platoons wers collocated with battalion command
rosts. Norually ons ready reaction squad was maintained at Tan dn Airfield, with
an enginser platoon readily available.

(3) Boat operations were introduced in early June. A boat platocn wvas organ-
i3ed consisting of an officer and an NCO, plus 15 EM. The boats were used in two
principal ways: for insertions and for ambushes. In the insertion operstioms, the
toats were used primarily as transport. In the boat ambushes, the boats were an
integral purt of the ambush, with the bosat-mounted machine gun proviiing additional
fire power. The latter operation was quite successful. The s were normally
conjucted with an element of the Hrigude's ranger company, plus the engineer gunner
and pilot. On occasions the boats were used to respond to intelligence targets.
The overall effect of boat operutions was to increase ths mobllity of the Brigade,
and to prevent access to better quality turgeta.

J» 3Signal Support

(1) Quality aad reliability of all cormumicatioas systems, VAF, MM redio,
and svitchboard eervice were emphasised during the reportimg period. Systems
wvere comstantly re-eagimesred to provide maximun efri:iemcy; relay sites were
installed vhea required and s new signal coaplex was coatstructed to house signal
facilities ia order to upgrede the commumications systems. 7The result of this
comaand emphasis was readily recogmizable, as operatioms personmel efficleatly
and effectively comtrolled the Brigade through s period whem its assete were
taxed to the utmost.

(2) Ia coajumctiom with the interest im commumication systems, the command
contisued to emphasise the upgrediag of Communicatiom Seourity (COMSEC) withia
the Brigede umtil a high level of usage and quality was attaimed. The excelleat
respoase of brigade communications persomnel im implemeantiag the NESTOR Utilise-
tion Plan has decreased the emsmy's communicetioms intercept capablilities while
eshancimg tne operatiom amd capability of brigade radio mets.

(3) During the Cambodiaam opsrations the cammunications capabilities of the
Brigede were taxsd to the maximm. Kxtended Tactical Command Posts mecessitated
the imstallation of aumsrous retruamsission sites. Dus to the full committimeat
of sommumications asssts, helicopter support wvas required alzost daily to provide
repair parts and maintemance persocmnel to keep the equipmeat opsratiomal. During
the eatire period, cammunicatioms persommel throughout the Brigade performed im
aa exoeptional and professiomal maaner to maintain the vitel missioa esseatial
commnicatioms links.

k. Training

(1) During the period oomtimusd emphasis vas placed oa replacemeat training,
battalioa training, and im-country specialised training. All battaliom amd epec-
falised traiaing ceased as the bdattalioms commemced steaddeva for redeploymemt and
subsequeat inactivatiosm.
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(2) Replacement traimimg wvas conducted by "Go Devil Acadexy®, the Brigade
replacensat facility, amd cemsisted of five days of orieatation and traiaing ia
skills necessary to prepare the individmal fer esmbat. The training was oriemted
to delta operatioms and included swsh sudjests ass patrelling, beely treps, wmber
safety and survival, river crossing techniques, aad demolitica trainimg. Replace-
ment training contimuwd at “Go Devil Acadeay® uatil mid-July; by that time re-
plasemsats to the Brigade were not in sufficieat quantity to warreat maiataining
a replacemsnt trainimg center.

(3) Battalion refresher traiming was conducted by all subordimate battalioms
of this comnand on a contimuous basis. In additiom to mendatory sudbjects, ocertain
special interest subjects were taught. These subjests imcluded airwmobile operaticms,
night ambush techniques, commmications security, and weapons familiarisatiom,
seroing and maintenasce. (n the return of all units froa Cambodie. in late Jume,
each battalion comducted an inteasive refresher traiaing progrem. VUeapons training,
safety, and small unit lesdership training vere stressed. Traiaiug wvas also oon-
ducted to give prastical experience to replacemsat persoonel vivy had been truined
in a nom=combat MOS.

(4) BRach momth the Brigade received alloscatioms to sead selected imdividuals

to eschools for imecountry specialised and advanced treiming. Much of the specis-
1ised training vas conducted at Cu Cai by the 25th Infamtry Divisiom "Tropic
Lightning Academy”. These advanced courses imcluded Advanced Combat Markemanship
(Salper), Gemerator Operator, Genmsrator Opsrator Supervisor, Mess Management, Ex-
plosives and Demolitions, Helicopter Load Preparstion, amd Combat Leadership.
In addition, persomnsl were seat to tlie Southeast Asia Signul School at Lemg Biah
for technical instruction cr radur und signal communications, ead for audio=visual
courses. Qualified personnel also attended tha 5th Special Forces RECONDO School
at Nha Trang.

1. Research aad Development

The Brigede Research an! Develoment progran was focused on items of the
Expedite Non-3tandard Urgeat Requiremeats for Equimment (ENSURE), Arwy Comoept
Tean in Vietasm (ACTIV), Lend Warfare Laboratory (LWL), aad Vietnam Laboratorv
Assistance Program Aymy (VIAPA) programs. Major projects included the Air Cushiom
Vehicle (ACV), the 04706 Commando Car, the 04 Firimg Platform and the Belly Armor
kit for the M113A1. Om motifiocation of the Brigade redeployment and imastivatioa,
coordination vas effected with USARV for disposition instructioms for all RKD equip=
went. Duriag the redeploymsnt phase all equipment was turned in for subsequent
retrogreade actioa or in-country transfer.

a. Logisticse

(1) Logistics support activities duriag the past six months were extremely
videspread and varied. Mumsrous battalion moves prior to, during and after the
Cambodian campaign meceseitated many changes in support arrangements. Although
this situstion created s myried of aimor problems and cooriimatiom rsquiremsnts,
8o major problems resuited and no unit went without the supplies vital to their
nissica.
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(2) During the period of Marcik/April, the 6-31 Inf and 5-60 Iaf phased out
of two established ninor bases, Can Giuds and Bach Kien, and trasefered thea to
GVN forces. The 6=3! Ip? moved to Hau Nghia om 15 March and became lepemdent
upon the 25th Inf Div for logistical support less Class II and VII. Logistical
support of their FSB Gettysburg required an average of 2 CH-47 resupply sorties
ially. The 2~47 Iaf (Mech) moved to Whoa Trach om 13 April amd established o
rear at Bearcat. Very shortly thereafter they moved to the 1t Cav Div and mowved
their traians to Tay Nish. In order to insure adequate maimtemance support a 15-
nan Maintemance Comtact Team was placed in direct support of the battalion and
moved vith them. This proved to be a workable techaique aad was used successfully
for subsequeat umit opsrations.

(3) Throughout May aad June the Brigade contimued moving units to support
the Cambodian campaign. EKach of the Brigade battalions were involved. The 247
Iaf (Mech) emtersd Cambodia with the 1st Cav Div and later operated with both the
1st and 2nd brigades of the 25th Infantry Divisiom. Their trains supported thea
from Tay Nish, Xatum and Thien Nhon. The 5<60 Inf mowved to PSB Jamie on 2 May and
their trains sudbsequently moved to FSB Shakey's Hill in Cambodis, became OPCOM
to the 1st Cav Div, and reestadlished their traims at Song Be. Omn 26 June, they
returned to the 3d Bde, 9th Inf Division. The 6=31 Iaf coatimued to operate in
the Parrot's Beak of Cembodia. To support those operations their supply pipeline
vas shifted from Bea luc to FSB Chambarlain. All supplies were trucked to FSB
Chamberlain and airlifted from there to FSB Seminole (just south of Bs Thu, Cambodia)
in order to comserve avistiom blade time, because of the critical shortage of CH=47
assets, it became mecessary to resupply 7SB Gettysburg by LCM=8 boats. Two boats
from the 1099th Trans Co supported this operatioca during May. The 2-60 Inf moved
from Tam Tru to FSB Hilltop, imside Cambodia, on 22 May, their trains wers estab-
lished at Katum.

(4) In July, the S¢ and 20, 99th CSSpt Bn begun concentrating their efforte
oa plamning for the redeploymsat of the Brigade. The phasiag out of units from
base camps in Long An amd Hau Nghia to the standdown locatiom at Di Am required
careful detailed planming and extensive coordimation to provide for contimned
support of all mmits. The equipment processing locatioms opened om 20 July and
all mits began turaiag ia their excesses and unused MI(E equipmeat. Om 28 July
the Brigade Supply Offfiocer meved to Di Aa to Legin establishing that facility.

The entirs 2perstion, te imslude preperstics sof Zacilities, provisiom of post,
camp, and statios property, messing, coordimation of laundry and shower facilities,
was underteaken and acoomplished ia an outstanding manner by the support battaliom.

(5) Redeployment preparations contimued durimg August and certaim support
olemsats vere moved to Di in as that faollity was expanded. The AG and Fiasanoce
sot up the persomel processing area vhile the Replacemsat Detachment on *Go
Devil Academy” assumed the job of set:ing up areas for unit occupatiom. All unite
intensified their tura im of excess and ummseded equipment.

(6) Om 1 September the first umits began their standdown and equipment tura ims,
Mo significant problems were eacountered during redeploymsnt activities.
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2. lMaintemamce of Uait Strexgth

(1) Duriang the moaths of Mareh through May a well-balmmesd rate of pore
sonmel tura-over was maintaimed. The effects of attritica wvere mllified Wy an

exoellent replacesent program. Brigade streagth sveraged 104.9% for the period
from 31 March to 31 May.

(2) Prom June through August streagth of the Brigade began to decliae steadily.
During this period HQ USARV initisted plans to vithirav the M Brigade, 9th Infantry
Division fram the Republic of Vietasn. As a result of this desisia fower re=
plassmsats were allotted to the Brigade. By the ead of July replacemsate stopped
completely. By 31 August Brigade stremgth had fallam to 92.4$ of suthorised
strength. On 1 September redeployment began.

(3) All wnite remained completely operational durimg the pericd of greatest
loss. This was accomplished by timely and efficieat reassigmment vithin the Brigade.
Another major factor vhich aided the Brigade at this time was the velwmtary sxtensioa
of tours by many key persomnel.

o. Organisatioa

The 3d Brigede, 9th Iafantry Division remained wnder the opsrational comtrul
of the 25th Infantry Division wntil 22 September, vhen the last mansuver battaliom
commenced standdown. At that time operatiomal coatrol of the Brigade reverted to
USARV. At the time of redeployment and standdown the following units were assigned

to the Brigade:

HHC, 34 Brigade, 9th Infantry Division
2d Battaliom. 47th Iafantry (Mechanised)
24 Battaliom, 60th Infantry (OPCON 1st Bde, 25th Iaf Div)
5th Battalion, 60th Infamtry

6th Battaliam, 31st Infantry

23 Battaliom, 4th Field Artille

B Company, 75th Infentry (Ranger .
39th Cavalry Platoom (Alr Oushion Vehiole
45th Iafentry Platoon (Secut Dog)

65th Iafantry Platoom (Combat Trecker)
19th Military Nistory Detaciment

19th Pudlic Information Detacment

95th Chemical Detachment

4934 Military Intelligence Detactment
99th C3 Support Battaliom

56th 8 Comapny

571t Engineer Campany

4834 Military Polioce Platoon

276th Feld Artillery Detachment

2 TABS

A « Enemy Unit Locations
B « Artillery Statistical Summary
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ARTILIERY STATISTICAL SOURY
27 Yareh 1970 to 31 Angust 1970
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1t.(C) Bvalwation of IF/PF in Lomg Aa and Hau Nghis Provimoes

1. During my temwre es Commanding officer of the 3d Brigede, 9th Infamtry-
Divisica there has beem & marked increase ia the overaull proficisncy and cembat
offectivensss of the RF/PF forces in Long An and Hau Nghia Province, An
curvently employs 54 RF Companies and 209 PP Platoons; Hau Nghia has 33 Con=
penies and 77 PP Platooms. Advisor estimstes imdicate that about one-third are
outstanding and oampare favorsbly with most US units. Another ons-thirl are
considered satisfactory, but require additiomal training; and onc-taird are
'sonsidered marginal cambat ready.

2. By 28 Pebruary, Camn Giouc and Can Duoc Districts wers "Vietnuaized" and
virtually no US opsrations were subsequently conducted in these distrizta. Ko
significant deterioration of the pacification and development status was noted
within these districts. The military security posture of both districts has
beon emcoursging and indicates GVN villingness and capability to cuntinue {xe
provement in seourity of the area.

1. To assist the Vietasaization in our TAOI the Brigade conlucted daily

combined operatious with RF/PF forces. During the last six months approximately

258 of all Irigade operations have been in the cambined mode. During the last

six months 35% of Brigade airwobile asscts were allocated tn GVN forces. In

March, April, and May @ portion of thase allocations were in the conduct of con-
bined airmobile operations. In the last thrze months, becaus: of thelr deaonstratad
proficiency, all have been turned ower directly t» province for svls=user oparationa.

4. In addition to the treining received through combined grounl and airaobile
operations, GVN forces also received periodic training in spe:ialized skills froa
the Brigade "Go Devil® Academy cadre, as well as from mansuver battalinn personmal.
Also, in both provimces, the RF/PF forces are contimuing to conluct "in place®
training under supervision of MAT advisors.

5. The comduct of combimed operations, allocation of airmobile assets, and
individual training have led to significant and tangidble improwssents. long *n
territorial forces have mastered the airmodile method of oporation; Hau Nghie han
such work left to be done im this area. GVN forces have assmumed a more aggressive
posture and nov comdust extended operations. RF/PF umits now conduct platoon

and smaller sised operations, a practice untested in this area until late in 1969.

6. An important, yet wmimown, factor in the sssessment of military stadility

in Long An and Hen Nghia Provinoces is the continued availability of an \RVN Regiment
in each of the two previnoces. Operstions by ARVN foroes in Canboiia limit the
capability of retaining ome regiment in each of the two provinces.

7. I feel, the effeet of our efforts have been grestest in long An, wvhere
there has been a lesgstanding coordinated effort. The outataniing advances in
Long An during the past year, and particularly vithin the last six sonths, can
be attributed in large part to Colanel Tu, the Province Chief; he has enjoyed
ocentralised control over all forces, to includa ARVN, operating in the Province;
bs is a stromg, forceful leader and is singularly responsibl: for most of tha
military sucoesses. In oomtrest Hau lMghia 1s in essence controlled by the 25th
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AIVE Division Commender even to the extent of directing the employmeat of ter-
ritorial forees. 7The relative imeffectivensss of the foroes in Hau Nghia, whea
sompared vith those ia long An, may be due primarily to this cosmand arramgeacat.

8. Ia mumary, I feel that the territorial foroes in both provinces have
camducted increasingly more effective opsrations, both night and day, agaimst
all elements of the Conmunist foroes. The increased effectivensss of these
operations, the gredual decline in enemy strength in both militery and VC infm-
struoture, the growth in RF/PF forces in both areas indisate that GVN forces wil)
fair well in coming momths, givea that there vill not be & major reinforcing
effort by the VC/AVA.
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I11. (C) Sectiom III - Appraisal of VN Efrart in TAQI

1. The folloving is my personsl assessment of the current situatios in the M
Brigade, 9th Infaatry Divieion's area of operation. While this Brigede is gen-
erally msore inowledgeable of ths overall situatiom in long An Province, we have
in the last severaul months became increasingly aware of the state of affairs in
Heu Nghia and southwestern Bien Hosa Provinee.

2. I have observed ocambined operatiosns vith all three regiments of the 25tk

ARVN Division. Acroes the board this furce has demonstrated gains in profess-
fonal maturity, eggressivemese end confidencs, due im large msasure to their
suscessful Cambodian and cross border operastions. Elemsnts of the Divisiom are
aggressive in ocontastimg the ememy in response to intelligence. Im the past six
wonths divisional units have shown increased proficiemcy in the comduct of night
ambush pstrols amd airmobile operstions. Each regiment has an established ares
of operations (AO) but, wvhen air assets are available, conducts airmobile oper-
stioms both vithim and ocutside thess A0s. 4 typical example is the uss of
floating boundaries by the 50th Regiment to comduct extensive opersutioms not only
ia western and southera Long An Province, but alsc in the IV Military Regiom.
Greater improvemeats appsar to have been achieved in ilong An than in Hau Nghia.
This is attributed to the dynamic leadership of Colorel Tu, Long An Provinoce Chief,
and the fact that bs coatrols the operations of all GVN forces in Long An, in-
oluding the 50th ARVN Regiment. ARVN Artillery units have progressed from a need
for technical and legistiocal ascistance to s present need for only logistical
assistanoce; they can support combat operations, independent of US help; are able
to move, shoot, and cemmunicate quickly, accurately and effectively. GVN Ground
Forces nov display complete confidence in their own artillery support; six monthe
ago these ground elements relied almost totally on US Artillery support. Although
each province has its share of both outstaniing and mediocre territorial forces,
these forces generully shov gaims in combat effectiveness and i{n the ability to
accomplish their assigned miseion. Contimuing progress is being made in thoee
areas vhere Vietnamisstiom has been completed, such as the eastern part of Long
An Provimce in spite of US troop vithdrawals. A typical progress imdisator is
reflected in the imedility of this Brigade to get AO clearances whan territorial
foroea have the same intelligemoe picture. Such AO denial by all types of GV
foroes operating in Lemg Am cam be expscted in all atteampts to respond to a specif‘-
iatelligence target. In Heu lNghia Province AO denial by ARVN commanders can not
be antieipated im all cases and such disapproval by territorial forces occurs in-
frequently. Im Fhom Trach District of Hien Hoa Province this degree of coapetence
and aggreseiveness om the part of territorial forces {s just begimming to manifest
1teslf. I hawve observed CING eclosely only during operations is Cambodia. PFrom
ny pownt of viev, CIDG operatioms there were the highlight of their operatiomal
1ife in thls area (Bam Nghia). In Cambodia they vorked in close coordimation

and ocooperation wvith a major unit vhich gave them a peychologisal wplift and
greater drive. Their effectivensss in Vietasm operations continmues to be marginal.
Although they have a lomg wvay to go in truining and opsrational experiemce, PSDF
operations are begimming to shov positive effectiveness ani results. Satisfectory
lesdership is their ey defioiency.
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3. long An in the last four months has gone from 15 V haalets to no V hamlats.
“teady progress has been made in all areas towvard ecomomic development, political
stability and security, notvithstanding a hamlet regression froan time th time,

GVN officials have become more cooperative and sssertive in targcting on common
objectives required to upgrade security, econonic development and GVN contro: cof
namlets and villages. Operations in Cambodis have made it noasible fcr pecificati-n
and development efforts to move forward at a Caster pace then anticipated several
ronths ago.

4. By virtue of personnel selaction procedures and imndiviiua) training and ex-
rerlence, T feel that the quality of senior officers, majors and sbcve, in the
sdvisory role is uniformly of a high ordar, The juality o! the sdvisory eflort
brnefits accordingly. Company grude ofi:ers arc mostly of & high quulity snd

are mctivated to accomilish the advisory mission., However, a critiza) ~hortcomiqg
~ontinues to b= grade and branch substitutions tu an excessive degree..

5. Tn most critical problem with respect to Vistnamization continue, to be
isadership, particularly at the district ani province level. In this Brigade's
TLOI, Colonel Tu is most outstanding among ‘~th military and civilian leadars,
If I were allowed to make only one change in VN leadership in IIT MR, T would
muke Colonel Tu the CG, 25th ARVN Division. Administrative and i-rgistical suppo-=t
of personnel, weapons, and equipm-nt continues tu plague GVN forces and will
advr-rsaly impact on Yietnamisation efforts. Hesitancy and unuillingness cf ARVN
and territorial forces continues to inhibit the achiev:aent of unity of eftort.
This latter attitude is prevalent throughout the Brizude's Arenw of Intercst,
partizularly in Hau Nghis., On withdrawal of US forces from Hau Nghis this muy
bezome & mujor obstacle to future success if not ov:rcome by GVN affi:1als,

6. Although some portion of the populace may remain indifterent tovard any fora

ol central government, [ see interest in elections ss evidence that the greatest
percentage of the people are morully committed to a gov:rmuent of their own zhoosing
in a free South Vietnanm.

7. From the military point of view, I have felt that our key strength has been
that of maintaining simple, long-term nissions. To the accomplishaent of these
missions, organization and techniques of operations are then adjusted in accordancs
wvith the coanging situation and nature of the war., In order of priority, I see
our principal military mission as being: 1) support of pacificatism, 2) upgrading
of GVN forces, and 3) elimination of enemy forces. Objectives and goals should be
analysed to insurc that they will make a positive contribution to one or more of
these missions and that their result will nerit the resources« that will be consumed.
The nature of the wvar is vastly different froa what it was 8-12 monthi ago. At
this time I see the grcatest long term bemefit accruing to the elizimatizn of VCI,
commo liaison and local force units, by the maintenance of neavy preasure day end
night, by both US and territorial forces. I sense that we arr relying too heavily
on territorial forces to accomplish this mission in both Long An and Hau Nghia,
particulariy in the latter.
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» oF our play ia

>ave aade a2 mommentel

In summary, I sve giamt strides haviag heen made toward success of allied
Cross border opsrations im Cembodia
the enemy's backyard as Gemsrsl Abrems phrased it,

comtridution”.

efforts in South Vietasm.

9.
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