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THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NAdONAL DEFENSE OF 
THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE LAWS, TITLE 18, 
U.S.C., SECTIONS 793 AND 794.  THE TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF 
ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY 
LAW. 

NOTICE:  When government or other drawings, specifications or other 
data are used for any purpose other than in connection with a defi- 
nitely related government procurement operation, the U.S. Government 
thereby incurs no responsibility, nor any obligation whatsoever; and 
the tact that the Government may have formulated, furnished, or in any 
way supplied the said drawings, specifications, or other data is not 
to be regarded by implication or otherwise as in any manner licensing 
the holder or any other person or corporation, or conveying any rights 
or permission to manufacture, use or sell any patented invention that 
may in any way be related thereto. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

ACDA-A   (M) (17  Mar  71) 

SUBJtl ! 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
OFFICE OF   THE  ADJUTANT GENERAL 

WASHINGTON    DC      20JIO 

FOR  OT UT     703254 24  March 1971 

operational   Keport    -   Lessons   Learned,   Headquarters,    212th 
Aviation  Battalion,   Period Ending  31   July  1970   (U) 

00 

iß 

SEE   OISTRIBLTION 

1. The   attached  report   Is   forwarded   for   review and  evaluation   In 
accordance  vith  para  4h,  AR   525-15. 

2. The   Intormation  contained   in   this   report    is   provided   to   Insure 
that   lessons   learned during  current   operations  are used   to   the  beneilt 
of   future  operations  and may   be   adapted   for  use   In  developing  training 
mat eria ! . 

3.      !nformation  of   actions   initiated  as  a  result   of   your  evaluation 
should  be   forwarded  to   the Assistant     b.ief   of   :,iaff   for  Force  lievelopmer,t , 
ATTN:     FOR OT UT within  90 days  of   receipt   of   this   letter. 

BY   ORDER  OF  THE  SECRETARY OF   THE  ARMY: 

Incl 

^L^d & AuJJi 
as 

DISTRIBI'TION: 
Corrmandlng  C.enerals 

US   Continental   Armv  (omrrand 
US  Army Combat   Developments   Coimand 
US   Army Materiel   Conrnand 

Commandants 
US  Army War College 
US  Army Conrnand and General   Staff College 
US  Army Armor School 
US  Army Aviation  School 
US  Army Combat  Surveillance  School 
US  Army Electronic Warfare  School 
US  Army  Engineer School 
US  A*my  Field Artillery School 
US   A^my  Infantry  School 

KENNETH G. WICKHAM 
Major General, USA 
The Adjutant  General 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
DEPARTIIIKT OF THE ARMT 

Headquarters 212th Canbat Avl^tlan Battalicn 
•Vines of Froedon" 

IPO SF 963IS 

AVBACF-BC 13 lupist 1770 

SUBJECT 1   Operational Report - leatons Lermcd of the 212th Conbat Aviation 
Bottallon for the Period öidlrv: 31 »hi^ 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)  (U) 

2 - CTMDHIfl   ATTNi OPOP-DT   APO 96558 
3 - CO, USARV   mWl    AVHOC-CST APO 96375 
5 - 00,  let AVXATIOr BRIGADE ATTNt    AVBAQC-C    APO 96381 

1#    (C)    Operatlcr.fli    Significant Acti^-ltios. 

lu   On 15 Hv 191D| the 2l45th Aviation Co (SA) wa« placed on rdselon 
stand-d<AC'. in ar-tlcipation of that unit»« Inactlvotlon on 15 July 1970« 
Prior to ytand-dovr. the 2l^th flew li38 hre and 16? eortlt« In eupport of 
HIV Corps,   Btrlnc tho pf-riod 7-lij Mny, 70 aviators of the 131st Aviation 
n.o '3A^  trrined vrith the 2l5th ir, prcparaticn for transfer of mission rce» 
[onribility or. 15 Ify 70,   To rccor^lish this expanded nlssion schedule, 
four visnal rcconnAienrj^cc oortles per day ir eupport of MACV, «ere die« 
ccr.tinucd in the Steel Tiger arai (reference 7th Air Force Weekly InteHipenoe 
.AU.nnary for location of Steel Ti    r area)»   An ■ddltlonal four to el^ht 
VR/'photo sortlos and thrct  infri rod (IR) sorties were then aesicned in the 
"^rst Military Reel on in support of JOCIV Corps»   Final Inactlvation of the 
2li5th Aviation Co (SA) waa conpleti.d on 15 July 1970, 

b.   On 9 July 1970, the 116th Assault Helicopter Conpanj' waa relocated 
fron Cu CM, RVK, /SO 96353, to Chu Lai, R7H, APO 96325» «rd attached to the 
212th CAB under oper-itional control of XXIV Corps for a period of 90 days 
(roferancc let Aviation Brlg.Tde Oennrol Orders nunber 6080, TC'015# dnted 
6 July 1970),   Tho unit dosed at Chu Lai, RVK,  on 9 «My 1970, and beaan 
opcratione on 12 July 1970, In eupport of the Anorical Division's dtnner Ce»> 
palfji»   All oporationa conducted by the 116th AMC prior to 9 Ally 1970 (which 
Include all Cambodian operations) occurred while tho 116th AHC was aesicned 
to the 2(9th CM, APO 96353, under the 12th CAQ.    The 116th Aviation Co 
flew its List rdesion into Cinbodia on 20 Jun 1970, totallnc I6,7l»l troops 
moved, $1 tens of supplies transported, and h,000 conbat hours flown during 
that operation» 

c»   Durlnn the later part of June ruid early July, the 220th Avn Co (UA) 
received porsonnol and equipment au/7ientetion for the purpose of testing 
and evaluaticn of the T0-3A Quiet Airplane»   The first aircraft arrived 
on 17 July 70 and the first mission was launched on 27 July 70,   Tho Initial 
tests are to last approxtnatoly six months» 

d»   On 18 July 1970, the 212th CAB received the Armjr Airborne Oradlonetor 
(Cache Detection Equlpnent) for eirfjloyment by XXTV Corps in n test and eval* 
uatlon procram for the period 18 July to 15 August 1970,   At the end of this 
FOR 07 IT , DOWNCUDCO AT 3 YfAl IMTHVAIS, 
7" ^54 rnNPinrNTiAi DKIASSIPIID AFHI 12 TIAIS. 
inclosure LÜHMÜtRMÄl 000 Wl 5200.10 
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report IT;' period the equlpnent res unirr t'.o optrOttOMl control of the Ancr» 
ical Dlvision for crployncnt nd evaluation» 

a«   On 31 July 1970, "C" Troop,  3A7 Cc.vrlry Scju-idror. wca relocated from 
Dl An, RVi;, APO 96289, to Quar^ Tri, R^i, APO 96371, nnd attached to the 
212th GAB, under oper-ticr.-J cor.trc cf BCIf Corps for an indufinltu period 
(reference lat Aviation Hricadc Ocoard Crv.cr nunber 729ä, TC 015, dated 
21 July 1970).   This unit subrdttod its CRLL for this reportinc period to 
3A7 Cavr>J,ry Sq-jr.dror. prior to relcc.tir.rj therefore,  it is listed on Inclo- 
turo 1, but is not nent:cr.cd in the  ot!.:r portions of thip report, 

f«   Ori'anizr.tionrd s*ructuro -nd 'unit locrtlonr are listed at Inclosurc 1» 

f!«  Chrxiooc   9t r ~..-j\d and princip'2  itnlf positions within the battalion 
for the roporlln-  porlod rjrc listed at Ir.rlosurc 2* 

h«    Tho 212th CAP ar.d suboruinatc u'-.ii.s axithorlzcd and present for duty 
^ i-ength arc littcd at Inclcrure 3» 

i«    T'/'pc aircraft, r.'^nber authcrizod and or. hand for battalion and svb- 
orlinate .nits KN lintcd at Inclosurc It« 

ja    Rjcults of oper-'tions conducted bf subordinate units durin,-; tta re- 
porting ptriod are listed at Inclosurc 5« 

k«    During this r'-portin.- period the 23 2tl; Ci'Ji enfofod in operations 
against the enerv on 92 consecutive days,  Ilyin-, a total of 61,763 sortier;. 

1«    Evcn'-c of historical sifnifl cance: 

(1) On li June 1970, ■!—nUi 0i Vtu   212th Conbat Aviation Battalion 
located at 'hrblfe ilcnuitain Air Facility rccci\,cd ten (10)  rounds of cnerp 
82inin nortar fire, result inn te nlnor dana- c to seven (7) OH-58 aircrri't, two 
(2) 'JH-l alrcr,_ft, ard one (1) U-21 aircraft. 

(2) On 19 July 1970, a friendly 105nn artillery round was acrident- 
glly fired into thx 131st Aviation Company area at Phu Bai Corrhat Base,    ttm 
round exploded r^proxlnatcly twenty (20) nctcrs in the air, rcsultin    ^n 
four pcroonr.el roundec1 and one  indi\-idual killed.   One of the indlvlr'Aials 
;TOundi.d wrs evacuated to Japan fcr ler; worxds.   tjn inv^sticatior. is •rer.cntly 
bcin,": conducted by the 101st Airborne Division tc dctcmine the ci raunst an cos 
surroundinc tMs incident. 

(3) On 30 July 197D,  an 0-1 aircraft of the 220tli Avn Co  (UA) 
erased on takeoff at Donr Ha Airfield, ki-Utnr the pilot and observer. 
Causr of the accident has tentatively been established as pilot error» 

m.    Significant  flirht opor-.tions whici. involved encry contact dur^ the 
report Inc period are oft Indosure 6» 

2*    (C)    Lessons Learned:    Comandcrs Observations, Evaluations, and 
Pocomendations • 

%•    Personnel J flone 

iNn, 
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b«    Lntelj Ig.r.cc;    'lore 

c«    Opcrrtl^nst 
CONFIDENTIAL 

(1) UtUlzr.tior. of 0-1 Urcr .ft fef y.ippcrted Unit, 

(a) Observ-itior.:    ftcm UM p<.:'ifd 11 July 70 until the evacua- 
tion of Fire Support laM Hipccrd, t;x 220tL Avn Co (lA) was InstrjcUd to 
cancel einht daylight VB missicis esidl md roitutc a similar number of nicht 
rocket/mortnr pr.tr'-l rissions over the fire support base which was then under 
thre-it of crory attack* 

(b) LvrJluaticn»    The onit»« nission WTJ basically' one of nortrr 
ratch for the ttl-v. ^MMd fire lar«. ..    irx 220th Avn Co (UA) was enploj'cx'. over 
the fire support baje as a strategic detervnt.    The tl»eory was tl^.t  If ',, c 
oncr-y s-n; or hoard on 0-1 flylr-c Ir» the  -.rea V.xy would not attenpt ar. ^ttr.ck 
for IV r   it ffiilllii t:.eir pcsitUn.    Thii wr.E apparently a rdscalculation 

I  fchi p^v- of UH 3Mpr.rt.od unit,  u the  naff pcrurity elements and the fire 
base did rueelv      r u. I jrcV^.s and  itl     ' :   as the O-l's orbittcd overhead« 
Tl     airi orr.o OOfWr MM DddltlOBaU^ uselesr^  in ti.-t there alread^v were AH-1G 

err^i)  gv    . :■ L la tlic area ^.ich m re   ;cir.    controlled by (round cloncnts» 
ry.c att^r. t to plaM covntcr-'".'•.. r/ fire on the mortar and rocket launchinf 

• iti n    was btt p      ' b-/ the inability tc obtain accurate ppM cocrdinr-.tcs» 
It w-u pr VW f.. t  i laatitloal    n Of tar; Ot lee tions In m unll; hted aron 
r.t n'-K'.t, or even With flare illunL'.•♦-i :., i:aü next to irposslble. 

(c) P.. C     ondatldMI    That 0-1 aircraft not bo employed as a 
Strategie d«ter«t a*  ..i lit« 

(d) C Hand UM n:    CocrdinatiTi i-as been made with the sup- 
ported unit car.cerT.'!ji-- the varL^ac dr.-rwbacks ür/olvod in uslnn the 0-1 as a 
mortrr/rocki t patrl   >vur i fire Mpport ITIOC»   The pcnr.ibility of the unit 
uslnr lit own or-.urdc ^-ir.tion cl'nents was also discussed and it was further 
onphasizod that the noa*.  Mvantafeous use of 0-1 aircraft Is for daylight 
visual rcconnaiosanco rdssions. 

(2) Art ill nrj'-Rcconr-iis saner By Fire« 

(a) Obscrv-.ticn:   Artillery rcconnaissruice-by-firc alori- 
known and suspected infiltration routes lias proven to be a valuable means 
of locatin:; troop positions»   Recently these rdscions have been curtailed 
alon,-; the D>!Z due to an arrrunlticn shorta-o» 

(b) Evaluation:   When artlXUry Is omrloyed in a roconnaissarco- 
by-fire rclc alone trails, roads,  "Jid small rtroans,  it usually causor the 
cncir^' to leave his hasty positions for bett- r cover«   The observer can then 
oiaily see the locaoion and direction of SMOfP mevement« 

(c) Rcconnendaticn!    That s">ifficlent artillery amunition be 
-ade available to units in areas with significant ener^r activity t'   support 
roconnaissancc-by-fire miFsior.s« 

(d) Connand Action:   Recomcndrtions have been made to tlie 

I NCI. 
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unit concerned rwqutrstui^ tnat  ibt units ASi   t^  suppl^nentod to support 
recauialsetr.cc^b)--rire rjas^-» -. 

(3)    Trr-sp-nitr-.  for 0-3. Aittraft« 

(a) C'bscrvat ion:    Iht only  liavl^aiioi.  aid»  presently   iiikiallad 
In  tha 0-1   aircraft   are Alt   and  K^ tioii-ln^.     'Iheaa  nav-alJs  are ol   lln.lted 
value  In  tha First   Military  Kaglon.    Iha  »l^na-   r«t lection  In mou: : ..i   i .     ter- 
rain makes     the   reliability of   the ADF   questt lot able.     1 he FM homing  hau   liiiilt- 
ed  range and  Is  also   subject   to  signal   reflections.  An  U-I  can be  detected  by 
ground  station  radar  by     srli.   painting     for  a  distance  ol   approximately   twenty 
miles.    This  distance   Is   reduced consider.. :.   |     criods of   laclCBMll 
weather,   the  time when  positiv«  contact   becomes  critical. 

(b) Evaluation:     fbl unpredictable weather  during  the monsooi. 
season make«  the  possibility of   inadvertant   1FK  flying   a  constant   threat.     The 
Increased  radar pick-up   range  and reduced  time  rc^jlrcd   tor positive   identifi- 
cation  provided  bv a   transponder  would   increase  the n.ission capabilities  ol 
the  ')•[.     Radar  vectoring  would  jirevide  a MMBI  ol   jeicise  navigation   and  pm 
point   target   location  at   night   when ground  rd.:.      ..      ..:.     al   \l.-::lc.     While 
performing   radio   relay missions,   .   .:        ...'   iltiCttda   is   required,   It   wcild 
provide  a means   for controlled climbs  and  descents   through overcast   conditions 
.mi  navigation  while VFR-on-top.     The  value of  a  transponder   in  an  emergency 
is   well   known   and   It    -,.... ...:.. ,■   '    v..l^>.    !ii    thil   purpose. 

(c) .'.. rcnfsrnJ-.tion«:    Thftt trrrfponrtera be Inatalled In the 
0-1'B opcritL-. ■ In tl-.to fU»yub1lc of Victnon» 

(i)    CcaBna/xl Act-.o; :    ;. letter la proacntly bclnr drafted for 
submlssloi'. thiT^ '. bigaaJ   uMHMl^ tc lot Avlntlfti Prlrade» 

(li)    Tro p.-»   'urTi»V Prcr tArcrrSt, 

(a) Obstr-v^llcr.;    G-. vr.d ccwr-Tndcrs "vHcw their troops to ^unp 
from troop crxryir«; hollo pWn la LT's, 

(b) E-/rJ.u.-\t i'. T, :    Fhig practice has botn n ccntrlbutln    factor In 
*^o accidents aiil s-'V ral  cth.— nrr.r accldontct    Infantrymen junfiinc trca nlr« 
ZTift prlar to touch   'ovr. la IZ's h,Tve cmiE^d the  aircraft to [»o into (\ vlolsnt 
sv^a In   notion»    This vl-lcnt action has IMMd aircraft to strike the rround 
or the tall rotor t: strüie cbc\.".clo8 or trc -js '..ithln the 12«   One soldier who 
Icapt-d frcm an aircraft OB short final lancV    in a 30 foot deep rarlno, break« 
Inr both lcj{8e 

(c) Reconnendations:    That pOTMMl bo briefed that thuy not do» 
part the aircraft until Instncted to do so by the crew.    Doe to the difficulty 
of piwldin'-; brleflr.'s prior tc combat asFmiits, the fround coBnanders rust Im» 
press upon all personnel the haiards rosultln,   fron troopsJunplnc; from aircraft» 

(d) Comand Actirnt    This unit irlefs each ground unit to be air 
lifted concemlnr the hazards of ju»f!inr fror   aircraft.    In addition, the crev? 
chief nnd door gunner assist to Insure the safety of the troops and the aircraft» 

d»   OrrTinlzatlcn i    None 

e»   Tralnin/;!    None 

f»   Lorrlstlcsi    Availability of monob-.th and SUA film for the 131st Avla» 
tlon Coapony (3A). 
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and VH risaior-a '."hlch c>-ntinv.c  ^c suffer fir • '   ' -nvr.lL-ibility rf In- 
dct© -»JKI ..r'-'perly £rt-r«fc><i 7x.ncto.th  sJ SIAB fll* from its direct aupirrt 
unit« 

(b) Evrvhatloni    tt ih* orx" sf t".c re;>orttn'   j>cri>i tfu 131st 
AvlAtlon Coi^rjry (St)  hai' requlsltlor.tc'. 620 rolls of VTt filjT. of w» ich 1.0 
rolls wert r.cuiv V.,    Also 37L kits uf ncn.bftt!-. \rrt rcquieltionty' r.n.' .■r"|v 
6C kits wtn,' rucü'vc ',    Currently vallc". poqvlaltlaM r'nte br.ck r^ frj as 
U Jfjni.-jr:' 1910« 

(c) Rocomcni'aticnat That MBMrf action bt talcon k( t;.r'.ir»i 
thr».t the 131st .'.v'-ati n Cor^:'jry {SX) roce'vea crrent ar.d pr ptrly ptcrcx" 
filn ?jid ncnobr.th tlu-ough th», lit6th StS Ooyiprxiy, Pin- Bei, .'JO (.630fl, 

(;')    Ccsr-?jid Action:    Ccorr'lnation hu boon efft-ctoe*. uU'. 
Bi N-JT,- i>;ot rjid tho ll,6t^. Sf-2 Cory.ar:' t.. obtaiji filn anf* »aonobr.th tla*^-^ 
pr'' cr riMMWlj i.'Hh hl^i priority walk-throiv h roqulsitions» 

g,    OoMMdOttHüMI    iOM 

.    Marirli    N.r.t 

i»    Othcn    E?r< ricnecs ."■/»('. lessons 1   - 
♦• fh.   21   .;. ;.v4-iti5r Corrv%Ty  i8k)l 

'vrin    the   inact 1 vr.t^ rm 

(1) .' priavuy pr '?i-;i6 meowatw ." durxnn the laMtlvsttte ueiix. 
frur,  viayo ORI ■ e nfusl I   on tbi  proyov lispositicn of cvuipnünl» 
Rda Irf raeiifln sti-uV. be inclu«'.«/4, as par     1' -N   rrl-inal Innctlv.'^ion 
jnlcrs. 

(2) r>   Ir^.f"'^v^.tion hlgKU^lM l Mi "  lor carf ful plnrnir    la 
BU RNea At    '.    --r-it,    Tum-ir. nclicdulcs, ; ' Tcnnel  roqulrencrto, work 
r'.-""^lls,  ote«| M0i   I     i valu-itcd  .^n^ bal.-.Trf'   -■ rinfft- a riqvlrcaent tttf 
th«. mllMl yj'-.r'''c rclcr.sc of porsonrcl tot reassi nrMnt to thr.lr )'c-\: 
units» 

(3) Oio of u'/.r nest ^npcrtant fac.orr rhich pro-nitcc; tho KKHTÜI 
llMMtlflAlsa ^i" V c 2l^th was tht close ll-ls^n r:th lo-lstical rrcoivin.' 
uritr.  lfir.i d'at1:   -ftcr "ccclpt  :£ inAcilvn» ' ''i rs.    Thron h taroM 

■■' i::~   i n,  klu  wrc"'-<ji^ rp of t]ic liUT-ir.r -(.rr   liaeWMi  ".rKl lapvovi 
'p'"!"'» f-  Mut wlirr dirposlfcion of aqulpmit fir«!];- ^ccanc  IBHW UN ec-'tlrc 
optratloi   prtOMAed ruic':ly rjy' tfflelinily* 

(li)    AflaV turr.-inc nctu.-Ily Vjgin UmVO If ■ ncod for OflBtinMd 
clooc cccrHVrrti  •.   v4 *.h the  -. encie» ncc-pl^nf;    hi  rrvipnont.    At the  rloro 
)f «rch drz'f jolri plrjig nust Vc  f4a-.lizf.d for the follcfin-   day, K^ovirK 

bet'.- iirlln to plai'  f T rtora (   ciace !Vid «^N'"!'   '■•*!••""■"••♦■- 

6 Incl 
1.    Organlnaticr-al C.iart-Struct'ir« 
2-9—Pers',nwpl Ghwrpeo 
3.    Auth/Prorcr.t for Duty Strcn-th 
li«    Aircraft Status 
5.    Quarterly IMlllgllil 
6«    Sunnan- cf Significant Enrry En 
Incl   2 w/d HQDA 

CORJ 
ITC,   CZ 
CorrvT/'l 

ar ork .nt 
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a .      (13 A.   70j   : : ::-i 
SIDJJ7:i    Operction-l  l.e cr.-l-       . :, U>Wdg 212ÜI Aviation battalion  (Combat) 

?eriod Ending jl July 1970, B0| CtPOB-^ (R2) (ü) 

DA, JBL   . üSm  IX AVL      T BSnOIi tfO    96564       U September 1970 

i    teaandiac;    ■       . .;•.-•   • ._:    fiHMBf JCIVi   AVifiC-DJl, 
tfO   9^375 
Comiaander-in-Crüef,  'Jhited States Arr,y Pacifir, ATTlIi    Gi^JP-DT, 
APO   96998 

TOi        iMlftant C...-;     ;' Ct:.ff for foSM T-v- lopner.t, Iippartincnt of  1 h- 
A1X7,  UMhlnftORi D.Ct    2C510 

1. ....     iMd^MUrtox    ..      iwii?vred s-jbj^ct wport and ccncure \ath its contonts» 

2. tlM follwrLn^ additional ^o.-v-.ent is add. :: 

. .^T,-raLh 2»o.(5)»  pace 4, adires^ea  ( .    n td for t:-annponders to be 
la     --        in C-l Rizoxaft iperat. .   •.,•• "   public of Vietnam.    The:r? in 
•urrv-at Ly an 'rlJT.-I" art:   :. i:. -r .T'-r for -/uj.inr 0-1 aircraft with 
tanapond«]  . 

FC   FJQ: ^OIIL^OSRI 

* «AHRE: n. PETE»» 
CPT, A£K: 
A      iditttaat 0«n  »1 



/ 

CONFIDENTIAL 

AVHDO-DO  (13 Aug 70)  2d  Inj 
SUBJECT 1    Operational fiöport  -  Leeeona Learned of the 2!2th Coabat Aviation 

Battalion for the Period Ending 3! Jjly  ,9?0,   RCS CSFOR-63 (R2)(U) 

Headquarter«,  United State»  Army  Vletnatt,  APO San Franclaco    96373  ^ f) Hü* 117/) 

TOi    Coaaander In Chief,   United States Any Pacific,   ATTNi    GPOP-DT, 
APO    96558 

t«     (U)    This Headqjartera nae  r^vleuud the Operational  Report - Leaaone 
Learned for the quarterly period  ending 3- July  *970 from Hoadquartera, 
2!2th Combat Aviation  Battalion and comments of indoreing headquarterr. 

2,     (C)    Reference  item concerning "Artillery-Reconnaissance by Fire," 
page 3.  paragraph 2c(2)i    nonconcur.    During the 90 day period covered by 
this  ORLL,   ,75m« and  B inch HE ammunition Mae allocated  for one «onth due 
to a declining asa^t posture.     Mith this single  exception,  artillery ammunition 
has  been and contlnuee to  be,   in adequate supply throughout  RVN.     The uet 
of artillery ammunition  in a  reconnaissance by fire role  is not encouraged. 
Such  expenditures are not ae   renarllng and profitable as  are expenditures on 
confirmed  or acquired  tarp;etB.     This Headquarters   is  encouraging Commanders 
to achieve  the greatest  return for ammunition expended.     Therefore,  re- 
connaissance by fire should  not  be used as a substitute for other intelligence 
gathering processea.     'Mit hac  been so advised, 

FOR THE OOmANDKRi 

Cy fumi 
Ist Avn Bde 
212th  Avn  Bn 

^   CVl   W    Sl^^r.i   Jf, 

Awst«"' Adiui»if (jeneral 
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GPOP-DT    (13   Aug   70)       3d   Ind   (U) 
SUBJECT:      Operational   Repott-Lessons   Learned   of   the   212th   Combat 

Aviation   Battalion   for   the   Period   Ending   31   July   1970, 
RCS    CSFOR-65   (R2)    (U) 

HQ,    US   Army,    Pacific,    APO   San   Francisco     96558   ||   '' 

TO:      Assistant    Chief   of   Staff   for   Force   Development,    Department 
of   the   Army,   Washington,   D.    C.      20310 

This   headquarters   concurs   in   subject    report    as   indorsed. 

FOR   THE   COMMANDER   IN    CHIEF: 

tfBf'r 
j*    -•«.   02AK1 

CPT,  ACC 
kam\ AS 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
ORGANIZITTONAX STTOJCTURE 

212th Aviation Battalion  (Conbat) 
APO SF 963i;9    (ihrble Mountain Air Facility) 

HKC 212th GA3 
APO m 963h9 (ICIAF, Da l.ang) 

519th IhdiMl Detachincnt 
APO 963it9 (IMFi Da l.'ang) 

21at Aviation Conpany (UA) 
APO 963714 (Ota Lai) 

Ist Platoon 
APO 963J'9 (Mir«  Da Nang) 

Znd rjid 3rd Fl^.toon 
APO    96371 (Chu Lai) 

62d Aviation Conpany (CORPS) 
AFC 962l9    (MMAF,  Dr. V.rjig) 

IjQ-st Aviatij.i Conprjiy (SA) 
APO 96308 (Phn Bui] 

DctachTPcr.t 
APO 96237 (Udom, Th.-ila))d) 

220th Aviatior Coiroany (UA) 
ISO 96300 (Fhu Pai) 

59th Sign.l Detachment 
;JX) 96308 (Pin- Eai) 

I3l't"n Hrdicol Drtachment 
APO 963^8  (Fhu Bfti) 

Y0yk DttMkHMt 
ISO 96308  (Phu Br.i) 

282d Aviation Comp-r.y (IS) 
ISO 96}h9 (M1F| Dr. V.cnO 

116th Aviation Conpany  (AH) 
APO 9637li (OH Lai) 

C Troop, 3A7 Cavalrv Squadron 
APO Wm (QÖfl^ Tri) 
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Prvsent For Duty Strength 

Authorised end Present For Duty Strength 

a) Military 
SUBORDINATE 
UNIT 

OF?IGEIlS 
ALTH O/H 

wo 
AUW OAi 

EM 
AUTH O/H 

TOTAL 
ADW O/H 

HHC 19 19 3 U 66 ne 108 in 
517th MED DET 1 1 0 0 7 n 6 12 

net AVIJ 00 (RAG) 32 19 2 10 89 92 123 121 

62d AVI' 00 (GAG) 12 13 22 21 Ul 116 115 150 

116th AVN GO (AHG) 19 22 51 1« 216 186 288 257 

131st AV}' 00 (S/iG) 19 25 22 15 290 310 331 351 

220th in GO (RAG) 11 20 2 u 103 106 II46 137 

59th SIG DET 0 0 1 1 5 I 6 5 

13hth m DITT 1 1 0 0 7 10 e 11 

282d AW GO (AHG) 12- 20 2L i 218 222 288 290 

212th WM T0T/JL5 163 UiO lA 159 UHi 1175 1U51 li475 

(2) GlvUiaa; 

SUBORDINATE SAG 
IHR O/H 

VN 
AUTH O/R 

3d NATL 
/JJTH O/H 

TECHNICAL RB> 
AUTH O/H 

HKG 0 0 5 5 0 0 0 0 

2l3t AVII GO (RAG) 0 0 5 5 0 0 0 0 

62d UM GO (G/X) 0 0 li u 0 0 0 0 

116th IM 00 (/JIG) 0 0 17 17 0 0 0 0 

ijiet AW GO (arx) 0 0 U Hi 0 0 3 3 

220th AVN GO (RAG) 0 Ö 9 9 0 0 1 1 

2*2* ATO GO (AHG) 0 0 9 9 0 0 0 ^0 

212th GAB TOTAL 0 0 70 70 0 0 I h 

BHl 3 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
SIDKIPICA!.-: Tuzm OPDUTIO« 

I»    Ch 5 *7 70, M8l of fire ^f , ■'.Loria, a pilot  from the 220th Aviation 
Ccnpanjr (UA) directed artillery fire on IB active :-artar base.   A tetAl of eifht 
(8) atmcturee and five (5) btahVI wtit ie^tj oyca,  four {U) KIA, numerous »ec- 
ondary exploelona, two (2} n.rtar j-iu daflaj«»; ^nd one (1) nortar pit destroyed. 

2. On $ »fcy 70, a UH -1C ttm Hi   116t. A'lC, received Intense autonatic weapons 
fire at coordinate« yT5325V2 vr.ile yrtpai-xnf rr. LZ for an Insertion causing 
the aircraft to crash mA     r'..    The oxrcraft canx'.der and pilot Here killed. 

3. On 6 May 70, the 116th AHC, working with other units of the 269th Avn Bn 
(CAB), Cu Chi, nade the  first  thrust  into the eanctuaries of the VC ind NVA 
troupe located in the Aag«l*i Wing and Parrot's beak exco of Canbodia,    During 
the early part of the ctmpmigu ehe  llfctt. AH    worked as a flight of 10 slicks 
«1th a heavy fire tean T .r   cover along with attack ntlicopters fron other 
conpanies« 

U.    On 6 I-by 70, a UH-i;-  fr. r. the  2b2' A};-.' cv^cu.xtd sixteen  (16) wounded 
pcr3onr._l from FSI  ■ndarSOt« 

5. CT      1 v   70,  a pilot Ircw th« 2?av. AVT. CO directed 8" Artillery on coor- 
dinal-'-  •",,i'0760, MMlUai in •   Of  '.-.) WtA KL'i. 

6. Or. 7 Kv 70,  a pilot from it    220tll &VB Co supporting the Ist Bde,  5th 
HoehonUvd Xtafantry DiTltion  .'1/5 Mc-h) loc.aUd three  (3) 51 caliber machine 
gur pita  a;ii r.um^r^is !r.'A ♦roops.    A rlil rocket  artillery was called to engagt. 
thr  tar.'et.    Two flight-.",  of QotortM  »WS utilized resulting in four  (li) second- 
x;    -xpl ulors,  JIX (6) ?: A ard -.vo (2) 5l caliber pits destroyod,    Orje air- 
craft was hit, by one  (lj r   . . .    :   ih caliber in thti canopy. 

7. On 7 ^tr.y 70, ■ pilot freu tb    22ath Avn Co, while .adjusting artillery 
from Cnrnp Carroll, flushed  2C-30 W^A aljri? a trail vicinity of coordinates 
■^1)960557.    An Air Korct J\,T-IC wa- u:e' to ctrik«. tholr pot^ition resulting In 
2 ;r;.. KL..    Additior.-dly.    "otra ►'ai-.shi^s wore employed r«su3.tin^ In seven (7) 
T'A KT.A and one  (1) secenda*.- • > plo'ii?.'.. 

5,    Two pilots from the 220th /ta)  - ^ while on a mission in the A Shau Valley 
aurporting the 2A7 Cav-dry,  rpctU"! two (2) ca~.cnifl.Tg ed trucKS and two (2) 
gun positlns at coordinates XD210.i. tfU aircraft were employed resulting in 
-wo  (2) trucks damnged and throe  (}) probable KEA. 

9,    On 8 Nay 70, a pilot from the 2?0th Avn Co, while flying a VR mission for 
the  106th Artillery Croup,  located •«n active mortar position at coordinates 
XI)97P559 tnd directed an airstrike  on the position.    Resulte were one (1) mortsr 
destroyed and one (1) KL'i. 

10,    On La May 70, a 'JH-IH aircraft fro-i the 116th AIC,  in formation, was hit 
ty  ?! caliber fire at coordinates >rr96569 while enroutc to Cambodia.    The hit 
caus^ the  ilrcroft to crash killing all four crew members.    Another UH-1H 
received five  (5) hits but cleared the area, 
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U.    OB 15 Ifcy 70,  a UH-1C gunsMp Iron the 282cl MC, while aupportlx« the 
Special Force« at Thucng IXic, -was  fcrc«! to land due to nunerouo 51 caliber 
hita and RPO frafr.er.ta,    Th«   ^jjitman. r recyrcxf aircraft received nuneroue 
hlta  fro« mortar rounds upon ^.rri.aJ al  \r .   /.x-fieli, 

12. On 18 l*gr 70, a pilot fron fein tÜ2d .'.-IC observed 10-12 NVA in the vic- 
inity of coordinates TD1537U2.    Ar* Air Toroe OV-10 and artillery was anployed 
agalnat the target resulting in f :* *   (U)  ounkers destroyed, three (3) oecondary 
exploalon« and five (5) NVA KL'.. 

13. On 22 Ha/ 70, a pilot tn    U.c ItOtll Avn Co located a rocket position 
in rlcinlty coordinaVjs YDXytS^.     AriillMy fire was anployed resulting In 
one (1) bunker destroytd.   on*  [l) beco .darv utploslon arid four (U) NVA KUi. 

12*.    On 27 ^ 70, a pil I    tro«  \h» 2.\\:   ,\vn Co, while flying a mleslon for 
the 1/5 tfceh., observe 1    J . VA on a trail   »icinity coordinates ID037701 and ernploy- 
ed ■ flight of two (2) FVJ    t^ultm     ■. thNt  (3) probable NVA KIA.   Additionally, 
artillery was  cnployea ■ .  • u. U  PDA w    i ivo (5) ?^A KIA. 

15. Or 28 :tTy 70, a ptl-t from the 220th Avn Co, in support of the 1st ARVN 
AT,   IJ    V't two trucks -i i-ity  -ocrdinr.tus yDl833108 and YD268093.    An Air 
I  r :■   0-2 w.s  infflnnd Kid du« U   bifl f;iulty arraaaent system the- Amy pilot 
nuu'tri-d    ao^. t-.arget with '. -.   1 . . -«.oke grenade.    An Air Force strike was 
employed ruauiting in two (2) tmekl dustroyvd. 

16. On ?9 tvy 70, ■ pV.iA Ircm the 220th Avn Co, while supporting the lOlat 
02, Loeattd two (2) Oiaufl^fi kX«ekl it coordinates TD310O80. VNAF A-37l8 
am   ARA MHi onpl oyed rctaltil^ in two (2) trucks damaged, 

17. On 29 ttvy   70, a pUot frtn. UN 220th Avn Co, while supporting the 1/5 
Moch,  -isststud friendly trooptf   Kt cDcrllmtes  TOMlkH« who were receiving 
STill arms T.d mortar  fL-   .    AP.i  a-     Air Force OV-10 were employed resulting in 
nine  (9) NVA KIA, ten  (10) prob/^]«,  KL; and one (1) V.lA, 

in. Or 30 May 70, a lif^.t fire tear rrTn the 262d AHC, scranbled to support 
♦he slst Raglnent at T.uong Dae  (2X0/53) resulting in fiftean (15) KBA. 

19. On 31 May 70, a pAlOl tta* UM  2?0th Avn Co observed two (2) NVA at coord- 
inates tDl56730.    An Air Fore'   CV-U was cnplojred and resulted in one  (1) NVA 
KIA.    Durlnt; the strike eight (8) additional NVA were observed and two (2) 
batteries  of artillery were utilized resulting in nine (9) NVA KIA, two (2) 
NVA VIA, and five  (5) bunkert?  i^r.troyed. 

20. On 1 June 70, a pilot fron the 220th Avn Co, while supporting the 108th 
Artillery Qroup,  located eight (6)  NVA at coordinates YI)l60735.    While recon- 
ning by fire the pilot detected  idditional NVA and called in an Air Force 07-10 
resulting in fifteen (15) NVA KIA. 

21. On I June 70, a UH-1C helicopter from the 116th AHC craahed fron unknown 
roas >na at coordinatea XS581810 killing the pilot and serverly injuring three 
(3) other crew meatjera, 
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22. On 6 JMT» 70, a pilot frCB UM IfOth Avn Be Ixraud twtnty (20) HTA 
Tj.clnlty coordlmua yDlb07i*6 8L-.J 9177712.   CAC air and artllleiy mx* «■- 
ployed reeultlfl« In fütM  (K ) NVA tit., eleven (11) bunkero d»Btrojr»<l» and 
fir« ($) traila InttrOictv-u. 

23. On 6 June 70, a pilot fror. tr.. 220t:. A*n Zo, supportinf a mission for the 
lOBth Artillery Group,  obscr" «d    .n tlMMBl eatinated at 3OW*0 NVA dressed 
as •trees" ruimln« Into a wo'-dei VM friWfilmlM yD17271*5).   Two batteries 
of B" howltiers, AHA, and T/.C air w» rg cnployed.    A BI>A could not be made AK- I 
low fuel state of alrcr^t. 

21i. On 6 June 70, a pilot iVon tfefl ?I t Avn Cc, while flylnf southwest of 
Tta Bong "Ipeclal Forces Ca—, .:crCfc:. i douned USAT airplane that had been 
lost for several wt'-ks. 

2$.    On 9 June 70, the  2 2^ AHC rbCfi-.vü credit for I45 KBA In support of the 
5lat Re^lnent  it TfeMaf but,  cc :   IMÜ     ZTOÖSU. 

26.    Tn 10 June 70, a pUc*   Irjr t»i- 22    .*. Avn Co,  5'jpportlr^ 2/17 Cov sighted 
a truck '.'Icir.lty DOOTttMU«  YD26]0.  tM  (?) bunkers vicinity 11)305070, end 
three  (3J tx^ers rtclnity   -o^rdnatr^ YW06065.    AlL'i »«as ei^loyed resulting 
in dMimetioa of ill tirg-t-   a;.o «'2; »r.A KU. 

27. TR 1 J June 70,  1 pilot fror, thi  220th Avn Go,  while eupportlng the lOöth 
A^tlUr.-r    :r\ip, adjusted vtir.ry  tnd TAG air on coordinates TD1771*, result- 
Li^r  in seven (7) NVA KlA. 

28. On U J«H 70,  i plio*  ft n the 2l3t Avn Co, adjusted artillery on a tor- 
j/'jt  west   jf U SitiürL-i resuJUr.- In stven  (7) NVA  KlA, 

29. On 23 June 70,  1 pilot  ttm Vtm 220th Avn Co, supporUng the lOBth Artlilei7 
Oroup, ob'    vod 10-E   MTA la vicir.f- - rrdLnntcs ID130732.    Ofcing 8" howitters 
and twr  (2)OV-10,8I result:  , »oven (7) bunkers  destroyed, two  (2) NVA KI/., 
five  (5) protablo NVA KlA,  fitv   (^) ^r bible |f| WIA  and one  (1) secondary 
explosion. 

30. On 27 June 70, n OH-IH fr m U» ??2d AHC performed an encrgencj resupply 
ndasion, consisting of trxis; rung l-,000 pounds cf supplies, In support of 
the Ist Rangers  (ccordlmto.--  JC-Zlho)» 

31. Oh 28 June 70, a light ffr.   tmm from the 282d AHC was  scranibled to support 
the 51st Regiment, coordirv-.tua  ZC2062, resulting In nine (9) KRA, 

3?.    On 29 June 70, I light fire tean from the 282d AHC was scrwfcled to support 
th 5lst Regiment,  coordinates ZC206ii, resulting in thirty-five (35) KBA, 

33.    On 1 July 70, a pilot from the 220th Avn Co, while eujportl^ the 101st 
02,  observed | 5 ton truck yvldden at csordinites TD27209S'    An Air Force 
strike was employed resulting In the destruction nf the truck. 

31*.    On 5 July 70, the 116th AHC was instmcted to move from its location at 
Cu Chi to its new location at Chu Lai.   The Company was detached fron the 269th 
CAB and attached to the 212th CAB.    The unit was further placed under operational 
control of the Aaerlcal Division and receives its missions through the iMh CAB, 
16th Avn Oroup.    On 9 July 1970 the unit relocated at Chu lai and set up operations 
for a 90 day period. 
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35. On   12 July  70,   the 2l»t  Avn  C*  began operational   support   to  the Americal 
Division  and   2d ARVN  Division  with  the KAJ9A1   wing-mounted catnera. 

36. On   12 July  70,   the  116th AHC  participated  in  the  initial   insertions into 
the Khan  Due  area utilizing   ten  (10)   slicks and seven  (7)   gunships. 

37. On   17  July   70,   a pilot   from  the   220th Avn Co observed a  truck   in  vicinity 
coordinates YD208135.     TAC   air was utilized and resulted   in one   (1)   truck  and 
one (I)   bridge   destroyed. 

38. On   18 July  70,   a  pllo:   from the  220th Avn Co,  while   supporting  the Ut 
ARVN Division,   detected a   truck  and  POL  dump vicinity  coordinates YD1912.     TAC 
air was   employed resulting   in  truck  being  destroyed and  several   secondary 
fires  and explosions.     The Army 0-1   received one hit   In  the  right wing. 

39. On   29 July  70,   a pilot   from the  220th Avn Co,   observed two   (2)   NVA  loading 
supplies   on  a   truck   vicinity  coordinates   YL)188118.     Two   1 lights   of  TAC   air 
were  employed   resulting  In   truck  and  supplies  being  destroyed. 
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Up «rational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  HQ,  212th Aviati«^  battalion 

Experiences of  ur.tt  engaged   in  counter insurgency  vpr rations 1   ^V   to  31   July  19 0 ■ 

CO,   212th AvUtlon  Battalion 
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