
UNCLASSIFIED

AD NUMBER

CLASSIFICATION CHANGES
TO:
FROM:

LIMITATION CHANGES
TO:

FROM:

AUTHORITY

THIS PAGE IS UNCLASSIFIED

AD515964

UNCLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL

Approved for public release; distribution is
unlimited.

Distribution authorized to U.S. Gov't. agencies
and their contractors;
Administrative/Operational Use; 13 NOV 1970.
Other requests shall be referred to Office of
the Adjutant General (Army), Washington, DC
20310.

AGO D/A ltr 31 Mar 1976 ; AGO D/A ltr 31 Mar
1976



UNCLASSIFIED 

AD ^•/^   ^/y   - '    ■ 

/   ♦-- 

CLASSIFICATION CHANGED 
TO: UNCLASSIFIED- 
FROM: CONFIDENTIAL 
AUTHORITY: 

UNCLASSIFIED 



SECURITY 
MARKING 

The classified or limited status of this repon applies 
to each page, unless otherwise marked. 
Separate page printouts MUST be marked accordingly. 

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF 
THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE LAWS, TITLE 18, 
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AGDA- A (M)    (8 Jun  71) 

SUBJECT 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT CENERAL 

WASHINGTON. DC      20310 

FOR  OF BT      704157 30  June 1971 

Operational   Report   -   Lessons   Learned,   Headquarters,    212th 
Aviation   Battalion,   Period Ending  Jl   October   1970   (U) 

SEE   DISTRIBUTION 

1. The attached  report   is   forwarded   for  review  and  evaluation  in 
«rcordance  with  para   4b,  AR   525-15. 

2. The  information  contained   in  this   report   is   provided  to   insure 
that   lessons   learned  during  current   operat ions   are used  to  the benefit 
of   future  operations   and may  be  adapted   for use   in  developing  training 
material. 

3. Information of  actions   Initiated  as  a  result   of  your evaluation 
should be   forwarded  to  the Assistant   Chief of   Staff   for Force Development, 
ATTN:     FOR 0T UT within  90  days  of   receipt   of   this   letter. 

BY ORDER OF  THE  SECRETARY OF  THE ARMY: 

1   Incl 
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DISTRIBUTION: 
( onrianding  Oenerals 

US   Continental  Army  Coimand 
US  Array Combat  Developments  Comriand 
US  Army Materiel   Comniand 

Commandants 
US  Army War College 
US Army Conmand and General  Staff Col 
US Array Air Defense School 
US  Army Armor School 
US Army Aviation  School 
US Array Combat  Surveillance School 
US Array Electronic Warfare School 
US Array Engineer School 
US  Army  Field Artillery School 
US  Array Infantry School 
US  Army Ordnance  School 

VERNE  tf,   BOWERS 
Major General,   USA 
The Adjutant General 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

VBtsaaxt & T::2 uü 
Headquarters 212th Ccr.'bat Aviation Battalion 

"Wlnrs of Frc€.J.on" 
110 SF ?63ü9 

AV3ACF-BC 13 liovenber 1970 

SUBJECT:    Operationr-J. Report - Leseone Loarncc1 of the 212th Combat Aviation 
Battalion tog the Porlod End^np    31 Octjb«r 1970, RCS CSFOa-65 (R2)(D) 

2 - BXII0raafAfl A:TN:    CPOP-DT AFC 96556 
3 - CG, TSARV ATTk:    AVJIGC-DST AFO 96375 
5 - CG,  Ist Avtf.tlün Brigade ATTN:    AfQO-O ATO 96381i 

1.    (C)    Opcratior^:    Significant Activities. 

a. Tho mission of the 131st Aviation Company (S/l) was L xpandod to include 
one (1) additional SLAR mission.    The location of t!.is mission Is claesifiod 
SECRET.    Thore wore no miasicn changes in othor units of the battalion. 

b. nCn Troop,  3rd Squ-u'ron, 17th Cavalry, ^.ich had displaced from Di An, 
RVN, bocano operational on 3 Aur^ust 1970.    "C" Trocp was attached to the 212th 
CAB on 31 July 1970, hy 1st Aviation Brigade Goreral Order Nc.  729h, dated 
21 July 1970.    Tho troop was further OPOOM to the Ist BriEade,  5th Infantry 
Division (Mcch) to support the 175 in its AO alons; tho Dl-E "Jid tiestem bounrijy 
of «If 

c. Tho 196th Aviat'on Conpnny (ASH) was attached t.   the 212th CAB on 
11 July 1970, by 1st Avirtion Brigade Opnoral Order I.'c. 7712,  dated 11 Aufust 
1970.   The mit T/as relocated from /JI Son, RVN, to K^ Ha, RVN,  on 10 .'.ur.'uat 
1970, and became operational on lh Au^-upt 1970.   Tht 196th was further OPOO:.' 
to the Americ.-'l Division with its asaetr beirn; utilised by both IXIV Corps 
and Amorlcal Division.   Mission requirements were processed to the unit through 
the llith CAB,  16th Aviation Qroip, Amorical Division.    The capabilities of 
1 medium lift holicopt'-jr ccr^anj' had b( on rcquostcl by XXIV Corps to support 
its stunner canpalgr. operations al.,nc the westoni bour.dry of NtZ« 

d. On 21 August 1970, the 369th Tr-nsportation Detachment and tho 8l6th 
Slf-Tial Dctachricrt were inactivated by USARPAC Goncraj. Order No. 331, dated 
2C Jidy 1970.    These c'ttachro-'ntfi were Intcgmtod inte c Trccp,  3rd Squculron, 
17th Cavalry as or organic part of tho troop todor WOE 17-098T Hqs DA,  -latod 
2! April 1970. 

o.    On 8 September 1970, the 262d Aviation Cor.ipany (AH) rcccivrd twenty 
(20) VHAF pilots for training under the  Impr-vnncnt and Modernization prerram. 
The pilots rocolvod unit orlontrtlcn classes and bog.in t^ieir Phase I (Standard- 
ization) traininc on 10 September 1970.    Ph-ise I tralnlnf was corylctcd on 
18 Soptonbcr 1970.   As Of 31 October 1970, tho VNAF pilts had flown • totel 
of 1,223 flight hours. 

FOR ox UT DOWNGIADED AT 3 YEAI MTRVAU; 

704157 CONFIDENTIAL mtTftfSSJm' 
Inclosure DOO Wl 5200.10 



CONFIDENTIAL 

AVBACF-BC U  November   1970 
SUBJECT:    Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned of   the  212th Combat Aviation 

Battalion   for  the  Period Ending  31  Cctober  1970,   RCS  CSFüR-65  (K2)   (U) 

f. On   21  September   1970,   the   196th Aviation Company   (ASH)  was alerted  to 
move  one platoon  of CH-47A  aircraft  to  Phu  Bai,   RVN,   to  support  the   101st 
Airborne Division  as a result of  the grounding of   the CH-A7C aircraft.     The 
platoon was  0PC0N   to  the   101st Airborne Division  and  began  receiving missions 
on   25   October  1970.     Mission   requirements  were   received  through  the   159th 
Aviation Battalion,   101st   Aviation Croup. 

g. On   23 September   1970,   the   final   unit   report   on  the Army Airborne 
Gradlometer was submitted  to XXIV Corps.     The  last   flight  utilizing  the  system 
was conducted on   31  August   1970,     Further  testing of  the  system was  discon- 
tinued due  to  structural   failures  in the aluminum  boom supports.     In addition, 
replacement     booms   did not  meet   design  specifications   in  that  all  attachment 
points   did not coincide with aircraft  cabin  floor attachment  points.     The  final 
report   from XXIV  Corps was   submitted to USARV on  19 October  1970. 

h.     On 9  October  1970,   the   116th Aviation Company  (AH)  was  assigned  to 
the  212th Combat Aviation   Battalion  by  1st  Aviation   Brigade General  Order No. 
10329   dated   19 October  1970.     Previously the   116th  had been attached to  the 
?12th  CAB for a ninety  (90)   day  duration.     The   116th  remains OPCON to   the 
Americal Division  and receives   its mission  requirements  through  the   14th 
Combat   Aviation  Battalion,   Americal   Division. 

i.     On   15 October   1970,   twelve  (12)   aircraft  of   the   131st Aviation Company 
(SA)  were evacuated  to Udorn,  Thailand to  avoid the  possibility of damage 
from TyphoonJoan.     The 62d Aviation Company (Corps)   evacuated two  (2)   U-21 
aircraft  to Ubon,  Thailand.     The  remaining units  secured  their aircraft   at 
their  respective  locations.     There was negative  damage  to  aircraft or  structures 
as a   result   of  the   typhoon.     Maximum  recorded winds  were   thirty-five   (35)   knots. 

J.     On 25 October  1970,   eleven  (11)  aircraft   from the   131st Aviation 
Company  (SA)   and two  (2)  aircraft   from the 62d Aviation Company  (Corps), 
were evacuated to Thailand  due to  Typhoon Kate.     The   21st Aviation Company 
(UA)  evacuated twenty-four   (24)  0-1  aircraft  to  Pleiku,  RVN.     The remaining 
units   secured their aircraft  at   their respective  locations.     There was negative 
damage   to aircraft   or structures  as  a  result  of  the   typhoon even  though  the 
winds  were recorded   in  excess of  sixty-five  (65)  knots. 

k.     On  25  October  1970,   the   196th Aviation Company  (ASH)  was  alerted  for 
standdown on   1  November  1970,   and  for  inactivation  on   14 December  1970. 
XXIV Corps released   the  196th Aviation Company  (ASH)   from OPCON  status  on 
26 October  1970,   in   preparation   for  standdown. 

It     On 27 October  1970,   the  196th Aviation Company  (ASH)   was  released 
from attachment  to  the 2I2th  Combat Aviation  Battalion  by  1st Aviation   Brigade 
General   Order No.   10653 dated  29 October  1970. 

(2) 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVBACF-BC 1J   November  1970 
SUBJECT:     Operational   Report  -  Lessons  Learned of  the   212th Combat Aviation 

Battalion   for  the Period Ending  31  October   1970,   RCS CSFOR-65  (R2)   ('J) 

m.     On   29 October 1970,   the   282d Aviation Company   (AH)   began  participation 
in the   flood relief  program in  the Quang  Nam Province.     As   a  result of Typhoon 
Kate and abnormal  monsoon  rains,   extreme   flooding occurred   in the Quang Nam 
Province.     During  the periods  29  October  1970  thru   1  November  1970,  the   282d 
Aviation Company  (AH)   flew  1256   sorties,   185.2   flight   hours,   transported 
8,579   passengers and handled 42.6   tons of cargo.   The entire  operation was 
performed under extremely marginal   weather conditions. 

n.     Organizational   structure  and unit   locations are  attached  at   Inclosure   1. 

o.     Changes of  concnand and principal   staff  positions within  the  212th 
Combat Aviation  Battalion   for the   reporting period are  attached at   Inclosure   2. 

p.     The   212th Combat  Aviation   Battalion and  subordinate  units  authorized 
and present   for duty strength are  attached at   Inclosure  3. 

q.     Type  aircraft,  number authorized  and on  hand  for  the  212th Combat 
Aviation  Battalion  and subordinate  units   are attached at   Inclosure  U. 

r.     Results of  operations  conducted  by subordinate units   during the  report- 
ing  period are attached at   Inclosure  5. 

s. During this reporting period the 212th Combat Aviation Battalion engaged 
in operations against the enemy on 92 consecutive days, flying a total of 33,790 
hours  and 70,860  sorties. 

t.     Events of Historical  Significance: 

(1) On   20 October  1970,   the  OV-1   element   from the  131st  Aviation Company 
(SA)   located  at  Chu  Lai,   RVN,   was   relocated with   the  Company  Headquarters  at 
Phu  Bal,   RVN.     The  element was  relocated   from Chu  Lai,   RVN  as  a  result   of  the 
movement  of  the   16th Aviation Croup  to  the Chu Lai West Airfield.     The   lack of 
hangar   facilities  and revetments  were  factors contributing  to  the move.    The 
element   continues  to  support  the Amerlcal   Division  from  the   Phu  Bai,   RVN  location. 

(2) On   I  October  1970,   three   (3)     0H-5aA aircraft  and  five  (5)   personnel 
were  attached to  the 62d Aviation Company  (Corps)   from the XXIV Corps Artillery. 
The aircraft  and personnel  will   support   the XXIV Corps Artillery Mission 
requirements. 

(3) On   15 September   1970,   an  0-1  aircraft   from the   21st  Aviation Company 
(UA)  crashed  for unknown  reasons   during  a visual   reconnaissance mission    n 
Quang Ngal  Province killing  the  pilot  and observer. 

u.     Significant   flight  operations which  involved enemy  contact  during the 
reporting period are attached at   Inclosure 6. 

(3) 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVB/.CF-BC 13 Ncvcnbcr 1970 
at'BJECT:    Orcratlona). Ri-port - Lcsrors Lcimc1. of the 212th Crnbit Avl'tron 

iKttaXioa for the P-riod ErcUng 31 Oatotour I?7©, RCS CSFO!l-65(R2)(U) 

2*    (C)    Lcssona LMfnodl    Cor.-umc'erp Obsc rvti ^r.s, Ev,?JLuatlons and 
RocorinendAt i ona. 

a»   Pcrscnnell 

(1)    Crltic?I MDS shortr.ncs» 

(n)    Obccrvatlon:    ths incrcaccd donand for svrvi;lll-\ncc wissl^no paid 
tho corownd KitrphÄsis plvcn tc the successful OMblttiCB ^t these nlsslfrs 
nccoscltrtc tlmt the 13lBt Avlntü-n Conpany (SA) p^rssonncl strunpth be malai- 
tair.cd at TOE D.cvclt    Ijrcza that arc presently aruVgr forccaetud to hav« 
pcrronr.el rhortages rrci    hydraulics repaimT,  68K.?Oi  nlrcraft elcctriclaji, 
6fiF20; crev; chief,  67H20j apprentice ropalrmji,  oTAlOj  r.irfraiic rcpalxn-ui, 
68G20; airfr-'JiG repair ovpervis^r, öCGl-Oj nlrbomc radar ailnton-'jice supervir-r. 
26l'^D; airhene scmur specialist 17L20 and 17L1|0» supervisor. 

(b)    Evrvluatlcn:    TOE fill of scheel trairxc' and experienced personrel 
would ennblo the IBlst Avir.tlon Conpnnj- (SA)  to arlcquatoly support tho mission 
reqv.ircrjcnts of MACV,  7th Air Force,  and XXTV Oovpt«   A shertarc of personnel 
will exist in thoac areas unless orphaaic is placed on replacinp critical 
liOS personnel. 

(c) Roccrii,icndatlor.n:    That, the 131st Aviation Ccnpr.r^ (SA) be fiven 
pri-rity on rc/ilacaient personnel due t- its mi:;aiön requirencnts "Jvi th4t Ißt 
Aviation Brigade clesely ncnlter the distribution 9f availablo porscrmel. 

(d) Ccitmand Actioni    1st Aviation Rri^aife will be  constantly advised of 
the personnel stattis of the 131ot Aviation CcTp,in:r (SA). 

b. Intelligence« l.'ono 

c. Operations: 

(1)    Aircraft F^r lAlntcnanco Support Requiraierts. 

(a) ObgorvaticTit    The signal platcxn cf the 131r;t Avlrtlon Oaaniy (3A) 
has experienced difficulty, rt times.  In cvrcvatin;. its MchiwR-pccullrj *\-l. nioc 
cquipneit to Ronaral sr^pport facilities at Vur.^C ft» 8B^ Hha Tranp,    These 
facilities ire located li50 and 250 nautical mill s resj)cctively,   from tho 131st. 

(b) Evaluation«   Duo to tho volune- of frupp.rt required md tho lon^ distance 
invclvcd,  it Is not fractlcal for the 131st to cv.cvate those rwts utilizing 
orpanlc ?.lrcraJt, 

(c) Reccmmondatlons»    It is reccmended that Ist A'viati^n Priradc cr 
XXIV Corps provide a U-21, on request, tc make a weekly courier run tc t'-cso 
support faciliticB. 

CONFIDENTIAL 



CONFIDENTIAL 

AVBACF-BC 13 November 1970 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report - Lessors Learnoc' Of th;   212t'-. Combat Aviation 

Battalion for the Period Endlnc 31 October 1970, RCS CSPOR-65 (R2)(U) 

(d) Goirvind Action: Request for TT-21 aircraft support will be forwarded 
to let Aviation Brigade and XXIV Corps# 

(2) Reduction of radio traffic. 

(a) Observation:    In daily combat assault operations it ie often necessary 
to prepare multiple landing zones with artillery prior to the insertion of 
a fltries of flights.    The radio traffic in the cor.irvnd and crntrol ship 
sometimes beconos so congested that    it Is alnort Imposeiblo to distinguish 
between cnlls from Ccemarfr UHF, FK,   VHF,  or intercom, 

(b) Evaluation:    This congested traffic becones most critical during the 
final count-doim of the artillery praptratlon when tht FD is notifying the 
Air Hirsion Comriander of each minute remaining i'ntil end of fins.    All of 
this Information has to be passed along to flirht leaders in order to effect 
an assault landing ira.k-liatuly after the final round of the preparation. 

(c) Reconnondation» That an ortille-ry prnparation data board be mevnted 
behind the left cockpit door at station number 70» Tho board would bo easily 
accossable to tho PO wi in full view by the AIIC.    The PO cr«ji post all 
data on the d.-rta board, thereby reducing intercom transnissionfl by 50^» 

(d) Comraand Action:    Units have been advised cf this procedure for 
reducing intercom transit1 seion«. 

(3) Addition of Aerial Observer fl.itoon to Aviation Company (UA)« 

(a) 0b3> rvation;    The capabllltiös of 0-1 CoiTpanics have beeJi limited 
by the degree of efftctlvoneBS of the aerial ubsorvcrB,    The average AO haa 
rocoivod no fomd aerial observer training and servos on flying status for 
a period of sljt (6) months.    Before the AO can become effective in visual 
roconnalsflance, aerial artillery adjustment nnd map reading,  one quarter of 
his flight assignment has expired.    During the AO's training period, tho 
aviator must porfom tho Job of both pilot end obsurvcr, thrrcby diverting 
his attention frori flying duties.    In addition, the AO docs not have sufficient 
time to become proficient In directing naval gw fire, htllcoptcr gun ships, 
or high-performance fiacd-vlng attack aircraft, 

(b) Evaluation:    During 1966-66, the 3rd MrTtnc; Division assigned en 
Aorlal Observer Plr.toon to the 220th Aviation Cortpany (UA).    These AO'a were 
extensively school trr.lnod before Vietnam deployment and were combat ready 
on their first mlnsion.   Their schooling enabled thorn to perform nil AO 
roqulrcmcnts; ncrlal lu-vigatlon, artillery adjurstment, naval gun flro, heli- 
copter and flxod^rtng fon/ard air control,  ari visual reconnaissance, 

(c) Recomcndaticn:    Thr.t krmy Avi-tion recürnalssancc corapanics be 
assigned a school trained Aerial Observer Plxtoon,    Such an addition would 
greatly cnJunoo the Any's combat capabilities an 1 ..roficiency, 

(5) 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVBACP-BC 13 Kovenbor 1970 
SUBJECT:    Opcraiiicnnl Report - Lt-ssors Learned of the 212th Combat Avirtlun 

Battalion for the Period Ending 31 Octot>er 1970,  RCS CSPDR-65 (R2)(ü) 

(d)    Co^n^and Action:    Proposed addition to the- TOE will be submitted for 
consldcratlcn through channels. 

d. Organization:    1-one 

e« Training»    Uono 

fi Logistics: 

(1) Stockte of nlrror/platc assy, FS1I 671/3-370-3050. 

(a) Obstrvntlon:    The mlrror/plitc asser.bly, KSK 671/0-870-3850 In the 
R0-166UP, xrhich ir a com^onent of tha SLAR system In the 0V-1B olrcrnft, 
lo a critical. Iton requiring frequent rcplaccnent.    However,  It is listed ix\ 
the SB-11-1 as an RRU item. 

(b) Evaluation:    Because it is an RRU Itcr.:, roplacemcnt of the mirror 
roaulres that It bo sent back to COIUS for ro-svrfacing which requires approx- 
liiatoly six (6) to twelve (12) months for turn around•   Moanwhile, the R0-166UP, 
a $26,000.00 item, is unusable as a rocult of the shortage of a $91.00 part. 

(c) Rocoiicjcndatlon:    That the mirror/plate pssembly be na'lc rji RRS  (Repair 
and Return to Stec!:)  iton.    If this were done, the user could turn in the 
defective mirror and requisition a new one fron ctock it AllX. 

(d) OSMOBd Action«    The signal supply section of the 13l8t Aviation 
Corpary (SA) has been given special authorization to stock five of these rdrrors 
to terporarlly alleviate the rrobltm. 

(2) Availability of T-53-L-7 Engines. 

(a) Observation»   Seven (7) HDD canccllaticns on T-53-L-7 cngincB, PS!' 
28U)-102-3966, Iv.v« occurred during the period 11 Scp 70 tc 29 Oct 70. 

(b) Evaluation:    Upon inquiry to the lk2d Trcnaportatlon Company (DS) 
Ar0 9^219,  it VSB fenmd that crnccllntions \icrc due to a lack of sufficient 
funds to provide the RDD engines. 

(c) RcconBBend»tlor.s:    That the ROD progr«« bo ro-initlated so that air- 
craft arc not required to be carried in EDP status to receive engines which 
had ■ forecast TBO dat«. 

(d) Cuiroiuird ActKn:    The supporting unit has b«>«n iiado aware of the 
problems encountered as a result ef delays in receiving engines» 

g.   Comnunicatlüns:   Nom 

h.   Material:    None 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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AV3ACF-BC 13 I^ovenbor 1970 
SUBJECT:    Opferatio.al Report - Lessons Lcamod of the 212th Combat Aviation 

Battalion for the Period Ending 31 Octobrr 1970, RCS CSP0R-6$ (R2)(U) 

i.    Otlicr: 

(l)    Ehployr»nt of Assault Supj-ort Kellco-ter Qctftgft 

(a) Observation:    The grounding of the CH-liTC rlrcraft greatly roducod 
the ricdiupi helicopter support capabilities of the lOlat Aviation Group, 101st 
Alrbomo Division.    To assist in allovlating the shortage of aircraft, the 
196th ASHC MM alerted by XXTV Corps tc roloceto one platoon of CH-bTA air- 
craft and support personnel to Phu Bai, RV1',  for in indefinite period, of tir.ic# 
The duration of stay was dependent upen the Vr.c required tc n^dil^ the CH-li7C 
aircraft.    The 196th ASHC was to continue its suppcrt of the Anerical Divislcn 
Vd XXIV Corps frcn its Con^any Headquarters location at Ky Hr., RVK.    The 
tctal ccnrdtiBcnte Of aircraft frcn the two ccniWned locations was net to exceed 
six (6)  .-.ircraf t per dx' and six (6) hours per r.ircraft. 

(b) Evaluation:    The organisation of rx Ansavlt Suppcrt Hcllccptor Ccnpany 
decs n^t perr.'.it the mit to operate at two Independent locatione.    The perconnol, 
equipment,  and DS mr.intcnancc capability prohibits the unit from beint organized 
into Bcpirate operating platoons.    Requlrcmcr.tü f^r supporting fron several 
locations should be fulfilled by pesitionine cf the r.ircraft and crew at the 
specific locations l.o« fr^gmentinf; flyablc arscts rather than frapr.cntlnß the 
unit.    Integrity of the ccrpany, tc Include ulntomnec support, should be 
retained at a single location.    Aircraft rcquirinc naintcnanco beyond the 
capa\;lllty of tho fliglit crew should be returned tc the single nalntcnancc 
facility of the coppmy T.d a roplrxcncnt aircraft provided.   Although this 
procedure requires MM "deed tine" it dcea allow tho unit tc effectively support 
mission roqulromcnts fron two lec'tiens. 

(c) nec^Tnmsndation:   That whenuvor an Assault Suppcrt Hcliccptcr Coryany Is 
required to operate fron two locations conflidoration bw fiven to providinc the 
required support on r mission tasking basis. 

(d) Ccntmar.d Action:    Tho 196th ASHC located at Ky Ha, RVN, provided effec- 
tive aviation support t- the lOlst Airbrrncj Division from Phu Dal, RVK,  on a 
minsion tasking basis while efficiently supporting" tho Ancrical Divislcn «nd 
XXIV Corps fro« Ky Ha, Hi« S~) ^ ^-^ y / ' sJ/J 

6 Inclosurcs i 
1 - Organizational Chart Strncturo 
a ■ Pereowel CKwfta 
3—Au^h/Presan» far DuOy Qbrenffch 
\x - Aircraft Statue 
5 - Quarterly Statistics 
6 - Surmary of Significant Enotny Enpagcnents 
Incls   2  4 3  w/d  HQ DA 

QOBVsnva<ryiAin 
LTC,   O/   / 
C^jranarjdij^': 

(7) 

CONFIDENTIAL 



II CONFIDENTIAL 

kVäU0O4   (13 .'iov 70)   1st lad 
KBtäCtt    Operational Report - Let-ont Latftwdj TLZth ^viatior. a=>tt-lion (Cor.tx.t), 

Period Ending 31 OctoUi- X970j SCi CiFdi-o^ (hi) (L) 

ru, mooBIBSii IST AVIATION ftlQUSt ^ö   963Ab T.^npn WTO 

TCl    Co.Tinianding General, United ttatM Arstf tfictw^j AlTli    »VHCC^OfiTj APC   96375 
Co..imaader-in-Chief, Unittd 8Ut«a .•kr. v Pacific, «mil    GPcJ-CT, .Ü'C   9t;$b 
Assistant Chief of Stcff Tor ?jrce DtV«loputnt| Dtparttftnt of UM «trs^, 
,VäshinÄ-ton D. C.    20310 

This Headf.uaiters bftl revltwed subject  report and 6Ub:.üts> th<   follcwin,. addülODbl 
conrnentst 

l^^teference para^rsiph 2a(l), pa^a /,,  Critle&I ■ C^, Shorties;   .'.'onconcm-,    i-.tcoras 
at this Headi.uaiters indicate no sltnific at short ^5 oirt i;. .CJC

1
^ listed for. 

the 131st JUC that would justify an urifnaant priority« 

^Xß/Reference paragraph 2f(l), pate c,  Btoeka^t of iiu.rrcr/platc  assyj  Concur, 
The FIA code of the subject ite^s (G22TU) lists it as a non-repairable«    However, 
kbJC has been instructed b^-  UCP to cair^ it ii an hKb ite;n,    üeturn of the itec 
to users has been extrernel/ slow, and at tiiies nonejd.stfcnt«    Currently the 13l6t 
has two open work orders on this itei.. wh-ch c:re I03 cn^s olu as of 10 Dec 70« 

FOh THE CO&LNDERl 

b.üoDa OJUI^ 
läUS h. MOLLZAKS 

CFT, AGC 
Asst AG 
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nVHDO-lXJ    (13 Nov TO)    2nd Ind 
aOUNfl    Operational Report - Lessons Learned of the 212th Combat 

Aviation Battalion for the period shding    31  October 1970, 
MS CSFOH-o^    (B2)(0) 

Headquarters,  United states Army Vietnam, APU San Francisco    96375    28 MAR 'fl71 

TO:    Commander    in   Chief,   United ,:tates Amy pacific,  AtTMl    ÜPCF-DT, 
APO    96558 

I«     (U)    ""his  Ilecidquarters ha^  reviewed the Operational Heport-Lessons 
Learned for tt.e quarterly period enuing 31 October 1970 from He-dquarters, 
212th Combat Aviation Battalion and comments of indorsing headquarters, 

2.     (C)    Comments follow: 

a»    ileferance item concerning "Critical M06 shortages," page 4, 
paragraph 2a(1 ) and Ist Indorsement, paragraph I«    Concur with the 
comment contained in the  1st  Inaorsement,  paragraph 1,    Mo action by 
IEARPAC or DA is recommended. 

b, Reference item concerning "Aircraft for Maintenance support 
itequireraents," page 4,  paragraph 2c(1),    A oonference was held 27 
Uececiber 1970 with the supported and supporting units atterding. 
Information was presented that the general support facilities at 
Nha Trang has been relocated to Tuy Hoa,    This move reduces the 
severity of the problem but does not eliminate it.    Additionally the 
attendees agreed that iwe of a IJ-21  aircraft once a week to evacuate 
avionics equipment was the best solution to the problem.    Unit has 
been so advised. 

c, Reference item concerning "^tockage of mirror/plate assy,  V6li 
6740-Ö7Ü-3850," page 6,  paragraph 2fvl) and Ist Indorsement, paragraph 
2.    The five float mirrors authorized the 13l3t Aviation Company will 
permit faster service than a requisition.    Should these five prove not 
to be sufficient more can be rmule available from stockage.    Action ia 
being taken in an attempt to speed up turn around time for Repair and 
Return to Litock (iÄi) items.    The lib Amy lilectronics Command (Phila- 
delphia Office)    Supply Lifonaation letter (3IL) 9-69 states 15 days 
are needed in depot to resurface these mirrors.    Unit has been so 
advised, 

d, Reference item concerning "Availability of T-53-L-7 Engines," 
page 6, paragraph 2f(2).    The RLD program to satisfy forecast TBO dates 
for AUKI L-7 engines is standard procedure.    However, when stocks become 
low,  issues are made against EUi   resuirements only.    Luring the specified 
period, stocks were drawn-down bj   issues.    ..ith low balances, KDO renui- 
sitions v»ere cancelled to ..ssure s.ifficient stocks on hand to satisfy 
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AVHDO-DO    (13 Nov 70) aid Ind 
JUBJECT:    Operational Report - Lessons Learned of the 212th Coabat 

Aviation Battalion for the Period aiding   31  October 1970« 
RGS CSFQR-65    (H2)(U) 

GDP requirement a.    In addition to the standard practice of honoring RED 
requisitions for TBO dates when sufficient stocks are available, an attempt 
Is being made to maintain at least one L-7 engine in prepositloned stock at 
those DSU's supporting 0V-1 units.    The comment in paragraph 2f(2)(b) that 
ROD cancellations were due to lack of funds is erroneous because L-7 
engines are not stock funded items. 

FOR THE 00MM«ND3l: 

lark W. Stevens Jr. 

Cdp'^i'i   ACC 
Assisid'.t AdiuiHht General 

Cy fum: 
let Avn Bde 
212th GAB 
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\S 
GPOP-DT    (13   Nov   70)       3d   Ind   (U) 
SUBJECT:      Operational   Report   Lessons   Learned   of   HQ,   212th   Combat 

Aviation   Battalion,   for   Period   Ending   31   October   1970 
RCS   CSF0R-65   (R2) 

HQ,    US   Army,    Pacific,   APO   San   Francisco     96558      9 APR iq7^ 

TO:      Assistant    Chief   of   Staff   for   Force   Development,   Department 
of   the   Army,   Washington,    D.    C.       20310 

This   headquarters   concurs    In   subject   report   as   indorsed. 

FOR   THE   COMMANDER   IN   CHIEF: 

14ML 
CLIHI 

1LT. AQO 
Ad8t Ad 

11 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
ORQANIZATIONAL STRUCTUaE 

212th Avicticn Battnlion (Combat) 
APO SP 963li9 (Ilarblo Kovr.tp.ln Air Facility) 

HKC 212th CAB 
APO SF 963h9 (WAF, Da I'ang) 

519th Medical Detachment 
APO 963ltf (Mif, Da Kang) 

2l8t Avirtion Corapany (UA) 
APO 9637l| (Chu Lai) 

lr.t Platoon 
APO 9C31J9 (MK/J, Da I!anp) 

2d end. 3rd Platoon 
APO 963714 (Chu Lai) 

62d Aviation Company (Corps) 
APO 96319    (HMAF, Da Nang) 

131st Aviation Connpany (SA) 
APO 96308 (Phu Bai) 

Detachnont 
AIQ 96237 (Udorn, Thailand) 

220th Aviation Contorjiy (UA) 
/JO 963O0 (Phu Bal) 

59th Signal Detachment 
ATO 96308 (Phu Bal) 

13lith Medical Detaclmont 
APO 96308 (PfaB Bal) 

y03A Detacliment 
A-O 96308 (Phu Bal) 

282d Aviation Company (AH) 
APO 963);9 (MKAP, Da Nang) 

116th Aviation Corroany (AH) 
/iPC 963714 (Chv Lai) 

C Troop, 3nl Saucrlron,  17th Cavalry 
APO 96177 (Quanc Trl) 

196th Aviation Comr.^jiy (ASH) 
APO 96371* (Chu Lai) 

f- 
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SUKMAfll OF MUnnOUn MM 3;a'.aEMQ.TS 

1«    On 5 Aug 70,  cm aircraft from the 220th Aviation Conpany (UA) received 
heavy «ntonatlc weapona fire from throe (3) SX caliber pooltlow at ccxardlnat«! 
IC 9Sh2,   The eneri^ was taken under fire by Ccbrr.s from the 2/17 Cavalry 
resulting in throe (3) 51 caliber position« destroyed, five Interlocking tunnelt 
destroyed, two (2) conflnv.d KBA and six (6) prcbablo KBA. 

21   On 6 ||g 70, twe UH-1D aircraft fron the 116th Aviation Cor^any (AK) 
received Intcneo AK-^7 fire at coordinates ZE 021953 while performing defoliation 
sprny missions for th« Ancrlcol Division.    One aircraft sustained four (h) 
hits. 

3«   On 8 Aug 70, ör.st of LZ Dottle, a pilot frcn tho 2lBt Aviation Comp/wy (UA) 
observed eleven (11) VC In the open.   An artillery fire mission was conducted 
on the tarcct resulting In eight (8) KBA and one (1) socendary explosion» 

h,    Ott 9 Aug 70,  a scout ship from "C" Troop 3/17th Cavalry received ampZl 
arms flro at coordinates YD 093309.    Tho oncry Mac engaged by ercanlc fecpona, 
artillery and TAG JLlr.   The .'icro Rifle Platcen was inserted and reported throe 
(3) KBA pluc various Items of equipment,  food ar.l anmunltlon found.    One small 
child was evacuated by the A«ro Rifle Platcon. 

5. On 12 Aug 70, south of FSB Nancy, an aircraft fr .n the 220th Aviation 
Conpcny (UA) received flro at coordinates YD Ii6h2 vhilc working closely >rlth 
Colä-as and an ARVK annDred unit which had encased an KVA Battalion.    Final 
results were five  (5) Chiou Hei,  twenty-two (22) POWs and three hundred 
t;     ty-two (332) CUU 

6. On 12 Au» 70, ■ pilot from the 220th Avintior Conpany (UA) spotted 15 
IN!, at coordinates YD 215135»   The oncny was cngacrod by Cobra gunahips md TAC 
Air resulting in cloven (11) NVA KPA and one (l) irrßc bunker destroyed» 

7. On 13 Au& 70, a sccv.t ship frcn ,,C" Troop 3/17th Cavalry received flro 
frcn vicinity coordinates YD 395^.    Ounshlps engaged tho onery resulting in 
six (6) secondary cxplcslcns, thirty (30) hOOtohDi c'cstrcycd, and twcnty-olfjht 
(28) KBA oonflmod by ground unit. 

8. On 15 August 70,  1 light fire team from "C" Troor 3/17th Cavalry sighted 
seven (7) onewy persormel in vicinity YD 062669.    The team engaged with organic 
gunshlps resulting In five (5) KBA.   Later in the sane area twe (2) additional 
onory persorjicl wore engaged resulting in   no  (1) KH and one (1) POW. 

9. On 21 Au^ 1970, a pilot fron "C" Trocp 3/17th Cavalry sighted eleven (11) 
cnorc' at coordinates JtD 855^20,    The cnen^ w-s onrjicod ty a light fire ten 
and ARPS were ineertod.   Results were ton (10) KBA, CM (1) POW, ore (1) 
Ak-lJ, Chic:'« gronartcs and various raisccllanerus itms captured. 

10. On 22 Aug 1970, an 0H-5e fron «•C» Troop 3/17th Cavalry wrs sh.t down at 
coordinatoo ID 937590 killlnf. the g^inner anc* obMmr« The aircraft burned 
after impact and wap totally destroyed. 

Lml 6 CONFIDENTIAL 
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U.   On 23 A«6 i^0» a ÜH-1H frcn the 116th Avir.lcn OiiMMy (AH) eupp.rtlrg 
the 1/1 Cavalry, justain^ ten (10)  hies at c-rdin-tcc BT 160220.   The  air- 
craft connandcr wca wounded ard Iritl.-.tcrt i. succot»»ful .fofced Innfilnc.Tho 
Aircraft and crev v«re rocevcred« 

12, On 26 Aur 1970, the pilot of ■ Y0-3A aircraft, during a night VR, spotted 
a fifteen' (1$) fact sevjion at c^crt-ln^.tce YD 789113.    A helicopter f^msMp 
w?s cryloyoc4. aealr.st the aanfan resulting In .r.c (1) sar^an dostreyed. 

13. On 30 Aug 1970, a Mlot from the 220th Aviatior. Cony^Jij'  (U/.), «Mlc flyJj-.E 
a VR misaicn for the 103th Artillery Qrcup, ]ocatcd a rocket launcher thAt 
wae shelling FSB Pidlcr.    In the prcccss of adjwtlQg artillery on the tr.rget, 
15-20 WA were fluphwd inte the tpen.    The tarrpt -urea was engagod bj' TAG Air 
utilising strafirg wad napalm.    Results were sia (6) KBA,  ^ne (1) rocket launchi r 
■^ic1 position destroyed and ten (10)  scc^ndar/ ex/lvcions, 

Uh   On 1 Sep 1?70, a l^ght flro toaa frcn th, 116th Aviation Hi i^niy (£E) 
killed ten (10) liVA rnd destroyed a large bim::er c nplex while suppcrtlnf en 
assault west cf Tam ][y» « 

15. On 9 S«r 1970, the 2ß2d ;4vi.atitn Ccrpaiv' (AH)  cer/'ueted an "Eagle Flight" 
in support of an operat-'.on in Dlcn Ban District.   /. tctal -f thlrty»two (3?) 
troops and ore scout dor; v>.ro inserted at coordinates BT 05U619,    The DittiOB 
resvlted in tvanty-r.n\r (2I4) K3A. 

16. On 9 S«p 1970, a UK-1M from the 116th Aviaticr. Germany (AH) received 8-10 
rounds of autojuiuio T.-eapons fire at r-ocrdinates BS 5^6901^.    The aircraft caur.^t 
fire ar.^ hagar. Uirni-nK Jurinp flight.    The aircrvCt was landed and crew oscaned 
uninjurod befrc the aircraft explcded, 

17. ')n lit Sop 1970,  B light fire team fron "C" froop 3/17th Cavalry enfapod 
seven (7) oneny it XL 916628 resulting in sever (7) KDA. 

18. On 15 Sep 1970. en ün-58 from "G" Trc.p, 3/l7th Cavalry was sh-.t down at 
coordin-.ttr XD 9185U3 *7 51 Caliber fire PQfnltiag in two (2)  fatalities 
and one (1) vroune'ed.   Anothcv OH-58, rocennoitcrinc nearby at coordinates 
XD 9575r8, Wftf also downed by 51 caliber fire resulting In throe (3) wounded 
crewntnbers.    One aircraft was rtcovered and ore di.atrcyed In place. 

19. On 23 Sep 1970, during • night VR missUr, a pilot flying a T0-3A d rrraft 
spctted three (3) eneiry crcerlng a river Rt cccrdin^tcs TD 80l|079.    Arti]lery 
fire was requested fror FSB Arsenal resulting la three (3) probable KIA. 

20. On 26 SCT^ 1970, r. fire tean from "C" troop 3/17th Cavalry engaged ei.ory 
pers-nnel at coürdinatcr YD 113li62 resulting in si:: (6) KBA.    A sweep by 
grcund elciiients the f.lluwlng day cenfirrocy' tvo  (2)  additional KBA and rosiltci' 
In tlic capture of six (6) AK-17 rifles, one (l) 60rr. mortar,  tnc (1) Obioca 
ru'ltl-channcl radi-, eight (8) packs, tue (2) civllirn rVlcs,  RIKS approrlnitt.ly 
fifty thousand plasters. 

CONFIDENTIAL 



^3 CONFIDENTIAL 

21. On 8 Oct 1970, r. fire toan from "C Troop 3/17th Cavalry located B large 
base camp nt cocrdinr.tcs XD 753$ and X35 7536 CwnslBting cf an cstljni?.tod battalion 
size «lement«   An OH-58 was shot down while reconnoiterinr the area«   An 1H-10 
trying to rescue t!ic crew, waa also shot down.   Beth r.lrcraft wore destroyed In 
place duo to pr >xlmlty of KVA troops, lack cf seciurlty, poor woathcr nnd 
darkness.   An Insertion of one (1) platoon fron the lot Bn, 11 Inf Bde resulted 
In three (3) KIA and twenty-six (26) confirmed KBA.   TAG Air and C-130 "Stlncore" 
wero enploycd with unknown results. 

22. On 18 Oct 1970, I UK-1H aircraft frcn the 2f12d Aviation Cornpany (AH) 
rocelvod fragmcntatlnn danaco frcn nortir flro during a medical evacuation 
mission.   The nlrcraft was being leaded with patients at Thounp Due CIDO Canp 
when   It cawc oBdtff flro by eneny mortars. 

23. On 18 Oct 1970, B llßht fire team from the 2e2c,. Aviation Coirpany (/JI), 
supoertlng CIDO forces at ZC 1551» received nunerous fifty (50) and thirty 
(30) cnllbor hits rosultlng In major damage to the aircraft and one (1) 
gunner wounded. 

2I4.   On 18 Oct 1970, 1 light fire team from "C" twosm 3/l7th Cavalry encaged 
five (5) NVA at coordinates XD 9OII4OI resulting In five (5) KBA.   An insertion 
of ARPS resultod In one (1) AK-ltf, two (2) ;ac-50»s, four (i) Chlcom gren-des 
and three (3) packs being captured, 

25. On 20 Oct 1970, a light fire team fror, the 282d Aviation Compary (AH), 
supporting CIDO forces at coordinates ZC 1557» engajed the onony resulting 
In thlrty-scvon (37) KB/U 

26. On 22 Oct 1970, a light fire team from tte .282d Aviation Company (AH) 
engaged the encEV at coordinates ZC 1551 resulting In twenty (20) KBA. 
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4 
I    RIRORT   TITLK 

Operational   Report   -   Lessons Learned,  HQ,   212th Aviation Battalion 

4   OltcMlRTivc NOT«« (Trß* ml twßt'l WH httlittln 4m f) 

Kxperioncos of  unit   engaged  in counterinsurgency operations.  1  Aug  to   31   Oct   70. 
t   *UTHORI*I ifirmi nmmm, miiddim Inlllml, Imtlm—t 

CO, 212th Aviation Battalion 
•    RIRORT  OATC 

13 November   1970 
7«. TOTAL NO OF P» .tl 

21 
it.  NO or RI»I 

im.   CONTRAC T OR SRANT NO 

6.   RROJIC T  NO 

N/A 

M.   ORIGINATOR'* REPOHT NUMREROI 

704157 
OTHER REPORT NOISI (Aitr oVfr numbmrM Ihmt wimr b» mmmt0>—l 
lb im tmpori) 

10    OIITRIRUTION   ITATaMENT 

I     »URPLEMENTART  NOTE! 

N/A 

II    (PONtORINC MILITARY  ACTIVITY 

OACSFOR,   DA,  Washington,   D.   C.     20310 
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