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AD515964

CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310

AGDA- A (M) (8 Jun 71) FOR OT UT 704157 30 June 1971

SUBJECT: Operational Report - lLessons learned, Headquarters, 212th
Aviation Battalion, Period Ending 31 October 1970 (U)

SEE DISTRIBUTION

1. The attached report is forwarded for review and evaluation in
accerdance with para 4b, AR 525-15.

2. The information contained in this report is provided to insure
that lessons learned during current operations are used to the benefit
of future operations and may be adapted for use in developing training
material.

3. Information of actions initiated as a result of your evaluation
should be forwarded to the Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development,
ATTN: FOR OT UT within 90 days of receipt of this letter.

Lo 205

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY:

I Incl VERNE I/, BOWERS o
as Major General, USA 1
The Adjutant General
DISTRIBUTION:
Commanding Generals 4 b ¥
US Continental Army Command U

US Army Combat Developments Command
US Army Materiel Command
Commandants
US Army War College
US Army Command and General Staff College ’ 1
US Army Air Defense School
US Army Armor School
US Army Aviation School

e ntian affecting

US Army Combat Surveillance School ¥
US Army Electronic Warfare School ‘ 1 In
US Army Engineer School : nis
US Army Field Artillery School I i

US Army Irnfantry School
US Army Ordnance School

Regraded unclassified when separated
from classified inclosure.
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DISTRIBUTION (Cont'd)
US Army Transportation School

Copies furnished:
Office, Chief of Staff, US Army
Deputy Chiefs of Staff
Chief of Research and Development
Assistant Chiefs of Staff
Chief of Engineers
Commander in Chief, US Army, Europe
Commanding Generals
US Army, Alaska
US Army Electronics Command
US Army Weapons Command
US Army Flight Training Center
Deseret Test Center
I1I Corps, ATTN: Director, Project MASSTER
Commander, US Army Forces Southern Command
Commandant of the Marine Corps
Gyrodyne Company of America
Defense Documentation Center
USAF Project RAND
Commanding Officers
US Army Land Warfare Laboratory
US Army Logistics, Doctrine Systems & Readiness Agency
US Army Mobility Equipment Research & Development Center
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CONFIDENTIAL

DEP/ATIELT O TUZE LRT
Hoadquarters 212th Ccrhat Aviaticn Battalion
"Winrcs of Freecdon!

APO SF 363149

AVBLCF-BC 13 Lovember 1970

SUBJECT: Operationzl Report - Lessons learned of the 212th Combat Aviaticn
Batialion for the Poriod Ending 31 October 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)(U)

2 - CINCUSARPAC ATTN: GPOP-DT APO 96558
3 - CG, USARV ATTN: LAVEGC-DST AFO 96375
S - CG, 1st Aviation Brigade ATTN: AVGC-O AP0 9638l

1. (C) Opcrations: Significant Activitics.

a. The mission of the 13lst Aviation Company (SA) was cxpandod to include
one (1) additional SLAR mission. The location of tlis mission is classifiod
SECRLTs There wore no missicn changes in othor units of the battalion.

b. "C" Troop, 3rd Squacron, 17th Cavalry, which had displaced from Di An,
RVN, became operstionnl on 3 Aupust 1970. "C" Trocp was attached to the 212th
CAB cn 31 July 1970, by lst Aviation Brigade Goreral Order Noo 729k, dated
21 July 1970. Tho troop was further OPCON tc the lst Bripade, Sth Infentry
Division (Mech) to support the 1/5 in its A0 along the DMZ and westorn boundry
of IRI,

c. The 196th Lviation Corpany (ASH) was attcched tc the 212th GAB on
11 July 1970, by lst Aviction Brigade Genor~l Crder No. 77L2, dated 11 Avgust
1970. The uvnit was rclocated from An Son, RVN, tc Kr Ha, RVN, on 10 ‘u;ust
1970, and becarne oporational on 1k August 1970. The 196th was further OPCOMN
to the Amoricel Division with its assots being vtilized by both XXIV Corps
and Amorical Division. Maesion roquirencnte vere nrocessod to the unit through
the 14th CAB, 16th Aviaticn Group, Americal Division. The capabilities of
a medium 1ift helicoptor ccmpany had bcon roquosted by XXIV Cerps to support
its sumcr carpalgn operations along the western boundry of MRI.

de On 21 fAugust 1970, the 369th Tronsportation Detachment and the 816th
Signal Detachrent were inactivatcd by USARPLC Gencrail Order No. 331, dated
2€ July 1970, These dctachments were intcprated into C Trocp, 3rd Squacdron,
17th Cavalry as on organic part of the trccp under MIOE 17-098T Hqs DA, catod
27 April 1970.

e« On 8 September 1970, the 2824 Aviation Copany (AH) received twenty
(20) VUAF pilcts for training under the Impreovencnt end Modernization pregrane
The pilots roceivod unit orientrticn classcs and bogan their Phrse I (Standard-
{zaticn) training on 10 September 1970. Phasc I training was cormplcted on
18 Soptember 1970, As of 31 October 1970, tho VNAF pilcts had flown o totel
of 1,223 flight hours.

FOR OT UT DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;

704157 DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
Inclosure CONFIDENTIAL DOD DIk 5200.10




CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACF -BC 13 November 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned of the 212th Combat Aviation
Battalion for the Period Ending 31 Cctober 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

f. On 21 September 1970, the 196th Aviation Company (ASH) was alerted to
move one platoon of CH-47A aircraft to Phu Bai, RVN, to support the 10lst
Alrborne Division as a result of the grounding of the CH-47C aircraft. The
platoon was OPCON to the 10lst Airborne Division and began receiving missions
on 25 October 1970. Mission requirements were received through the 159th
Aviation Battalion, 10lst Aviation Group.

g. On 23 September 1970, the final unit report on the Army Airborne
Gradiometer was submitted to XXIV Corps. The last flight utilizing the system
was conducted on 31 August 1970, Further testing of the system was discon-
tinued due to structural failures in the aluminum boom supports. In addition,
replacement booms did not meet design specifications in that all attachment
points did not coincide with ailrcraft cabin floor attachment points. The final
report from XXIV Corps was submitted to USARV on 19 October 1970.

h. On 9 October 1970, the 116th Aviation Company (AH) was assigned to
the 212th Combat Aviation Battalion by lst Aviation Brigade General Order No.
10329 dated 19 October 1970. Previously the 116th had been attached to the
212th CAB for a ninety (90) day duration. The 116th remains OPCON to the
Americal Division and receives its mission requirements through the l4th
Combat Aviation Battalion, Americal Division.

1. On 15 October 1970, twelve (12) aircraft of the 131st Aviation Company
(SA) were evacuated to Udorn, Thailand to avoid the possibility of damage
from TyphoonJoan, The 62d Aviation Company (Corps) evacuated two (2) U-21
aircraft to Ubon, Thailand. The remaining units secured their aircraft at
their respective locations. There was negative damage to aircraft or structures
as a result of the typhoon. Maximum recorded winds were thirty-five (35) knots.

j. On 25 October 1970, eleven (11) aircraft from the 13lst Aviation
Company (SA) and two (2) aircraft from the 62d Aviation Company (Corps),
were evacuated to Thailand due to Typhoon Kate. The 2lst Aviation Company
(UA) evacuated twenty-four (24) 0-1 aircraft to Pleiku, RVN, The remaining
units secured their aircraft at their respective locations. There was negative
damage to aircraft or structures as a result of the typhoon even though the
winds were recorded in excess of sixty-five (65) knots.

k. On 25 October 1970, the 196th Aviation Company (ASH) was alerted for
standdown on 1 November 1970, and for inactivation on 14 December 1970.
XXIV Corps released the 196th Aviation Company (ASH) from OPCON status on
26 October 1970, in preparation for standdown.

l. On 27 October 1970, the 196th Aviation Company (ASH) was released

from attachment to the 212th Combat Aviation Battalion by lst Aviation Brigade
General Order No. 10653 dated 29 October 1970.

(2)
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACF-BC 13 November 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned of the 212th Combat Aviation
Battalion for the Period Ending 31 October 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (V)

m. On 29 October 1970, the 282d Aviation Company (AH) began participation
in the flood relief program in the Quang Nam Province. As a result of Typhoon
Kate and abnormal monsoon rains, extreme flooding occurred in the Quang Nam
Province. During the periods 29 October 1970 thru 1 November 1970, the 282d
Aviation Company (AH) flew 1256 sorties, 185.2 flight hours, transported
8,579 passengers and handled 42.6 tons of cargo. The entire operation was
performed under extremely marginal weather conditions.

n. Organizational structure and unit locations are attached at Inclosure 1.

o. Changes of comnand and principal staff positions within the 212th
Combat Aviation Battalion for the reporting period are attached at Inclosure 2.

p. The 212th Combat Aviation Battalion and subordinate units authorized
and present for duty strength are attached at Inclosure 3.

q. Type aircraft, number authorized and on hand for the 212th Combat
Aviation Battalion and subordinate units are attached at Inclosure 4.

r. Results of operations conducted by subordinate units during the report-
ing period are attached at Inclosure 5.

s. During this reporting period the 212th Combat Aviation Battalion engaged
in operations against the enemy on 92 consecutive days, flying a total of 33,790
hours and 70,860 sorties.

t. Events of Historical Significance:

(1) On 20 October 1970, the OV-1 element from the 131st Aviation Company
(SA) located at Chu Lai, RVN, was relocated with the Company Headquarters at
Phu Bai, RVN., The element was relocated from Chu Lai, RVN as a result of the
movement of the 16th Aviation Group to the Chu Lai West Airfield. The lack of
hangar facilities and revetments were factors contributing to the move. The
element continues to support the Americal Division from the Phu Bai, RVN location.

(2) On 1 October 1970, three (3) OH-58A aircraft and five (5) personnel
were attached to the 62d Aviation Company (Corps) from the XXIV Corps Artillery.
The aircraft and personnel will support the XXIV Corps Artillery mission
requirements.

(3) On 15 September 1970, an O-1 aircraft from the 2lst Aviation Company
(UA) crashed for unknown reasons during a visual reconnaissance mission in
Quang Ngail Province killing the pilot and observer.

u. Significant flight operations which involved enemy contact during the
reporting period are attached at Inclosure 6.

(3)
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBLCF-BC 13 licvember 1970
SUBJECT: Opcrational. Report = Lescons Learncd of the 212th Cembat Aviation
Battalion for the Period Ending 31 Octobur 1570, RCS CSPOR-65(R2)(U)

2, (C) lessona Learncd: Commanders Obscrvotions, Evaluations and
Roccrmendationa. -

aes Prrscnnels
(1) Critical MOS shortngese

(a) Obscrvation: ¢ incrcased demand for survuillance missicns and
tho cammanc emphasis given to the succcssfuvl corpletion cf these rissicns
nccessitate that the 131st Aviation Company (SA) perscnnel stroength bo main-
tained at TOE Jcvels (lreas that arc prescntly and/or forccasted to have
porsonnel shortages arc: hydravlies repairmen, 68H20; aircraft elecctrician,
68F20; crcw chief, 67H20; apprentice repairman, $7A10; airfranc repairman,
68G20; airfromo ropuir svperviscr, 60GLO; airborne radar maintenance supervisor,
26lil0; airborne scnsor specialist 170120 and 17L10, supcrvisor.

(v) Ewvaluation: TOE fill of school traincd and cxperionced personnel
would enable the 13lst Avintion Company (SA) to acdequatoly suppcrt the mission
requirencnts of MACV, 7th Air Ferce, and XXIV Corpse A shertage of persoinrncl
will exist ir thesc arcas unless emphasis is placcd on replacing critical
108 personncle.

(¢) Reccruicndationss That the 131st Aviation Corpeny (SA) be given
pricrity on rgplacacnt personnel due tc its misolon requirermcnts ~nd that 1st
Aviction Brigade closcly meniter the distribution of availablo perscnnel,

(d) Command LActicns 1lst Aviation Brigacde will bc ccnstantly acviscd of
the pcrsonncl status of the 131st Aviation Company (S4) e

be Intclligences lono
ce Operoticns:
(1) Arcraft For laintenance Support Requireicnts.

(a) Obscrvations The signal platccn of the 1315t Avietion Company (SA)
has expcricnced difficulty, ot timcs, in cvacrating its Mchawke-peculi~r aviiniec
cquipmert to goneral svpport facilitics at Vung Tov and lika Trange These
facilitics are lecatcd LSO ~nc 250 nautieal miles respeetively, from the )3lst,

(b) Evaluations Due tc thc volume of support requirod and tho long distance
invclved, it is not practical for the 13lst to cvacwate those parts utilizing

organic aircraft,

(c) Rccommandations: It 18 recomenced that lst Aviation Pripace cr
XXIV Corps providc = U=21, on roqucst, tc make a weekly ccurier run to tlese
gupport facilitics,

(L)
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACP-BC 13 Yovember 1970
SUBJECTs Operatiornal Report - lessors Learned of thc 212th Combat Aviation
Battalion for the Period Ending 31 October 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

(d) Cormand Action: Request for U-21 aircraft support will be forwarded
to let Aviation Brigade and XXIV Corps.

(2) Reduction of radjo traffic.

(a) Observation: In daily combat assault operations it is often nccessary
to prepare multiple landing zones with artillery prior to the insertion of
a series of flighte, The radio traffic in the corrvnd and control ship
sometimes becomns so congested that 1t !s almort imposeibla to distinguisn
between calls from Cosmand UHF, F¥, VHF, or intercom,

(b) Evaluation: This congested traffic becores most critical during the
final count-=dowm of the artillcry preparation when the FO is notifying the
Alr M esion Commander of cach minute remaining vntil end of fires. All of
this information has to be passed along to flight lcaders in order to effect
an assault landing iruw liately after the final round of thc preraration.

(c) Recomuendations That an artillery prevaration data board be mcunted
behind the left coclpit door at station number 70, Tho board would be casily
accessable to tho FO »nd in full view by the AliC. The FO coan post all
data on the data board, thereby reducing intcrcon transmissions hy S0%.

(d) Command Action: Units have been advised of this procedure for
rcducing intcrconm transiissions.

(3) Addition of Acrial Observer Flatoon to Aviation Company (UA).

(a) Obscrvation: The capabilities of 0-1 Coimanics have becn limited
by tho degree of cffcctivencss of thc aerial observers, The average AO has
rocoived no formal anerial observer training and serveos on flying status for
a poriod of six (6) months. Before the AO can bocome effcctive in visual
reconnaissance, acrial artillery adjustment and map reading, one quarter of
his flight assignmcnt has cxpired. During the AO's tralning period, tho
aviator must perform the jobh of both nilot and observer, therchy dive:ting
his attention from flying duties. In addition, the A0 docs not have sufficient
timc to become proficicnt in directing naval gun fire, helicopter gun ships,
or higheperformanco fixcdewing attack aircraft.

(b) Evaluation: During 1966-68, the 3rd Mrrinc Division assigned an
Aerial Observer Flatoon to thc 220th Aviation Corpany (UA). Thesc AO's wero
extensively school trainced before Vietnam deployment and were combat roady
on their first mission. Their schooling cnabled thom to perform all AO
roquircments; cericl nevigation, artillery adjustment, naval gun fire, heli-
copter and fixod=wing forwvard air control, and visual reconnaissance.

(¢) Recomwndaticns That Army Avintion racomnaissance companics be
assignod a school trainod Acrial Observer Platoon, Such an addition wowld
greatly cnhanco tho Ariy's combat capabilitios and proficicncy.

(5)
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACF-BC 13 Novembor 1970
SUBJLCT: Opcrational Renort « Lessons Learned of the 212th Combat Aviction
Battalion for the Period Ending 31 October 1970, RCS CSFOR=G5 (R2)(U)

(d) Cormanc Action: Proposed addition to the TOE will be submitted for
consideration through chonnels.

d. Organization: lone

e« Trainings lone

f. Logistics:

(1) Stockage of mirror/plate assy, FSH 67L0-370-3850.

(a) Obscrvation: The mirror/plate assermbly, FSN 6740-870-3850 in the
RO-166UP, vhich ir a component of the SLAR system in thc OV=1B aircraft,
in a critical item requiring frequent replacermcnt, However, it is listed iIn
the SB=11-1 as an RRU item.

(b) Evaluation: Because it is an RRU itcm, replacemcnt of thc mirror
requires that it be sent back to COiLUS for ro-surfacing which rcquires approx-
inatoly six (6) to twelve (12) months for turn arounds Moarwhilc, the RO=166UP,
a $26,000,00 item, is unusable as a rosult of thc shortage of a $91.00 part.

(¢) Rocoirxcndation: That tho mirror/plate asscmbly bu nade an RRS (Repair
and Return to Stock) item. If this were donc, the uscr could turn in the
dofcctive mirror and requisition a new one fron stock at AT,

(d) Cormand Actioms The signal supply scction of the 131st Aviation
Compary (SA) hee beon given special authorizetion to stock five of these rdrrors
to terporarily alleviatc the problem.

(2) Availability of T-53-L-7 Engincs.

(a) Observations Scven (7) RDD cancellaticns on T=53-L-7 engincs, FSV
28L40-102-3966, have occvrred during the period 11 Sep 70 tc 29 Oct 70,

(b) Evaluntion: Upon inquiry to thc 1L2d Transportation Comp-ny (DS)
ATO 96349, it was found that cancellations were duo to a lack of sufficient
funds to provicde the RDD ongincs.

(¢) Rccoummendationss That thc RBD program be ro-initiated so that air-
eraft are not rcouirod to be carried in EDP status to rccoive engincs vhich
had a forccast TBO date.

(d) Commanc Acticn: The supporting unit has been mado awarc of thc
problems enccuntered as a rcsult of dcloys in rceciving engines.

g+ Communicationss None

he Matcrial: None

CONFIDENTIAL
(6)




CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACF-BC 13 Yovember 1970
SUBJECT: Operaticiial Report - Lessons Learned of the 212th Combat Aviation
Battalxon for the Feriod Ending 31 October 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)(U)

i. Other:
(1) Bmloyment of Assault Support Helicorter Company.

(a) Observation: The grounding of the CH=l7C sircraft greatly reduced
the nedium helicopter support capabilitics of tho 10lst Aviation Group, 10lst
Arborne Divisions To assist in alleviating tiic shortage of aircraft, the
196th ASHC was alcrted by XXIV Corps to reloceio one platocn of CH=L7A air-
craft and support personncl to Phu Bai, RVI, for an indefinitc period of tince.
The duration of stay was dependent upcn the tinmc required to medify the CH-47C
aircraft. Tho 196th ASHC was to continue its suppcrt cf the Americal Divieicn
and XXIV Corps frcm its Conpany Headquarters location at Ky Hn, RV, The
tctal commitmente of alrcraft frem tho two combined locations was nct to oxeced
8ix (6) aircraft per day and six (6) hours por ~ircraft.

(b) Evaluaticn: The organizaticn of an Assavlt Suppert Helicoptor Company
does not permit the wnit to operate ot two indeponcent locations. The perconnel,
equipment, and DS maintcnance ccpability pronibits the unit from being organized
into separate opcrating platoons. Requircmerts for supporting from scvoral
locaticns shtould be fulfilled by positioning cf the circraft and crcw at the
spceific locations 1.0e fragmenting flyable asscts rather than fragmenting the
unit. Integrity of the cerpany, tc include maintenance support, shiuld be
retaincd at a singlc location. Aircraft requiring maintcnance beyond the
capability of the flight crew should be rcturncd to the single maintenancce
facility of the company =nd a replaccnent aircraft provided. Although this
precedure requircs scrie "deod tine" it dces allcw tho unit tc ¢ffecetively support
missicn roquirements fronm two lccaticns.

(c) Reccmmendation: That whcnover an Assault Suppert Heliccepter Company 1is
rcouired to opcrate fronm two locztions consideration be given to providing the
required support on o mission tasking basls.

(d) Ccmmand Action: The 196th ASHC located at Ky Ha, RVN, provided effec-
tive aviation support tc tho 10lst Airbornc Division from Phu Bai, RVN, on a
nission tasking basis while cfficicntly supporting tho Amcrical Divisicn and

XXIV Corps from Ky Hno, RWN, / ) 7 /
6 Inclosurcs , CO’UTCILUS/J mnu

1 - Organizntional Chart Struct - e, o8
2——Ferosornel-Ghanges- Cvm.-w/\*pf

L - Atrcraft Statvs

5 - Quarterly Statistics

6 - Surmary of Signifficant Enemy Enpagencnts
Incls 2 & 3 w/d HQ DA

(7
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVEAGC=0 (13 llov 70) 1st Ind
SUBJuCTs Operational Report = Lecuon: Leurned, 212th avistion sattnlion (Combat),
Period Ending 31 October 1970, ..Co CFCR=6S (h2) (U)

Ds, HEAD UARTERS, 1ST AVIATICN :IGAJE, 50 S€334 150EC 1”70

TC: Commanding General, United States arcy Vietna., aiTis aVEGC=DST, aPO 9€375
Coamander-in-Chief, United Statec Ar:, Pacific, ~Tlis GPUP=0T, APC €556
Assistant Chief of Steff [or Force vevelopuent, Departuent of Lhe army,
dashinzton D. Ce 20310

This Headcuaiters has reviewed subject report ond subuits the followin, additionaul
corment st

lfe)ieference paragraph 2a{l), pu.e 4, Critic.l .C: Shorts_es; lonconcur. kecorcs
at this Headcuarters indicate no significunt short. _cs exist in .C3C's listed for.
the 131st SAC that would justif, an essignueat pricrity,

2@Reforence para.raph 2f(1), page 6, Stocke. e of mirror/plste assy; Concur,
The FIA code of the subject ite.s (G2270) lists it aus @ non-repaircble. However,
AMMC has been instructed by WICP to cairy it as an nkU items heturn of the item
to users has been extremely slow, and at times none:dstente Currently the 13lst
has two open work orders on this iteu which are 163 days old as of 10 Dec 70,

FOR THE COM-AIDERS

(o b LU0

Ghilk Re WILLIAKS
CPT, AGC
Asst AG

8
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVHDO-DO (13 Nov 70) 2nd Ind

SUBJECT: Operetional Heport - lessons Leurned of the 212th Combat
Aviation Battalion for the Period Ending 31 October 1970,
RCS CSFOR-05  (R2)(U)

Headquarters, United States Army Vietnam, APO San Francisco 96375 22 pAn 074

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOF-LT,
APO 96558

1. (U) T~his Headquarters has reviewed the Operationz1l Report-lessons
Learned for t'e quarterly period ending 31 October 1970 from iHeadquirters,
212th Combat Aviation Battalion and comments of indorsing headquarters,

2. (C) Comments follow:

a, Reference item concerning "Critical MO5 shortages," page 4,
paragraph 2a(1) and !st Indorsement, paragraph 1, Concur with the
comment contained in the 1st Indorsement, paragraph 1. No action by
USARPAC or DA is recommended.

b, Reference item concerning "Aircraft for Haintenance Support
Requirements," page 4, paragraph 2¢c(1), A conference was held 27
December 1970 with the supported a¢nd supporting units attending.
Information was presented that the general support facilities at
Nha Trang has been relocated to Tuy Hoa, This move reduces the
severity of the problem but does not eliminate it, Additicnally the
attendees agreed that use of a U-21 aircraft once a week to evacuate
avionics equipment was the best solution to the protlem, Unit has
been so advised,

c. Reference item concerning "Stockage of mirror/plate assy, Fsi
674,0-870-3850," page 6, paragraph 2f(1) and 1st Indorsement, paragraph
2. The five float mirrors authorized the 131st Aviation Compeny will
permit faster service than a requisition. Should these five prove not
to be sufficient more can be made available from stockage., Action is
being taken in an attempt to speed up turn around time for iiepair and
Return to Stock (liR3) items. The US Army slectronics Command (Phila-
delphia Office) Supply Information letter (SIL) 9-6G states 15 days
are needed in depot to resurface these mirrors. Unit has been so
advised,

d, Reference item concerning "Availability of T-53-L-7 Engines,"
page 6, paragraph 2f(2), The RUD program to satisfy forecast TBO dates
for AMMI L-~7 engines is standard procedure, However, when stocks become
low, issues are made against EDP requirements only. During the specified
period, stocks were drawn-down by issues, .ith low balances, UD requi-
sitions were cancelled to assure sufficient stocks on hand to satisfy

©)

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVHDO-DO (13 Nov 70) 2nd Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report = Lessons Learned of the 212th Combat
Aviation Battalion for the Period Ending 31 October 1970,
RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)(U)

EOP requirements. In addition to the standard practice of honoring RID
requisitions for TBO dates when sufficient stocks are available, an attempt
is being made to maintain at least one L~7 engine in prepositioned stock at
those DSU's supporting OV-1 units, The comment in paragraph 2£(2)(b) that
RDD cancellations were due to lack of funds is erroneous because I~7
engines are not stock funded items,

FOR THE COMMANDER:

kW Stevem Jr
Cap!am AGC
Assistant Adjutant General
Cy furn:
1st Avn Bde
212th CAB

10
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GPOP-DT (13 Nov 70) 3d Ind (U)

SUBJECT: Operational Report Lessons Learned of HQ, 212th Combat
Aviation Battalion, for Period Ending 31 October 1970
RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 g APR 1979

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department
of the Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

.J. CLIND
1LT, AGO
Last AQ
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ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE

212th Aviction Battalion (Combat)
APO SF 96349 (llarble Movntain Air Facility)

HEC 212th CAB
APO SF 963L9 (MVAF, Da lang)

519th Medical Detachment
APO 963149 (1MAF, Da Nang)

2lst Lviction Company (UA)
APO 96374 (Chu lai)

1nt Platoon
APO 96349 (MM/\F, Da llang)

24 and 3rd Platoon
LPO 9637h (Chu Lai)

62d Aviation Company (Corps)
APO 963L9 (MMLF, Do Nang

13st Aviation Company (SA)
APO 96308 (Phu Barﬁ)

Detachment
420 96237 (Udorn, Thailand)

220th Aviation Company (UA)
LPO 96308 (Phu Baﬁ

59th 8ignal Detachment
ATO 96308 (Phu Bai)

134th Medical Detaclment
APO 96308 (Pin Bai)

YO3A Detochment
AP0 96308 (Phu Bai)

2682d Aviation Company (AH)
APO 96319 (MVAF, Dz Nang)

116th Aviation Corpany (AE)
APC 9637L (Chuv Lot

c TI‘OOE, 3rd Squecdron, 17th Cavalry
APO 96L77 (Quang Tri)

196th Aviation Comg:my (ASH)
PO 9637h (Chu lai
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SUMMARY OF SIGNIFIC/YT RNEMY ENGL.OEMENTS

1. On 5 Aug 70, en aircraft from the 220th Aviation Cerpany (UA) recciwved
heavy sntomatic weapons fire from three (3) 51 calitcr positions zt coardinates
YC 9542, Tho enexy was taken undor fire by Cobres from the 2/17 Cavalry
rcsulting in three (3) S1 caliber positions cdestroyed, five interlocking tunnels
destroyed, two (2) confirmed KBA and six (6) probable KBA.

2. On 6 Aug 70, twc UH=1D afrcraft from the 116th Aviaticn Company (LY)

received intcnso AK-L7 fire at coordinates ZB 021953 while performing dcfoliation
spray missions fcr the Amcrical Division. Ono sircraft sustained four (L)

hits.

3. On 8 Aug 70, ecst of IZ Dottio, a pilot from tho 2lst Aviation Compary (UL)
observed cleven (11) VC in the open. An artillery fire mission was ccncucted
cn the targot rosulting in eight (8) KBL and onc (1) soccndary explosion.

Le On 9 Lug 70, a scout ship from "C" Troop 3/17th Cavalry recceived small
arms fire at coordinatcs YD 093309. The enery was cngaged by crganic wezpors,
artillery and TAC iir. The liero Rifle Platocn was inecrted and reported throo
(3) XBA plup various items of oquipment, food and armmnition found. Onc small
child wes evacvatod by the Lero Rifle Platcon,

5. On 12 Aug 70, sovth of FSB Nancy, an alrcraft from the 220th Aviation
Compeny (UA) received firo at ccordinatcs YD L6L2 while working closely vith
Cobras and an ARVN armored unit which had engaged an NVA Battalion. Final
reanlts were five (5) Chieu Hel, twenty-twe (22) POWs and throe hundred

ti ty-two (332) T4,

6¢ On 12 Aug 70, = pilot from the 220th Aviation Company (UL) spotted 15
NVL at ccordinatcs YD 215135. The cnemy was cngacoed by Cobra gunships and TaC
Air resulting in cloven (11) NVA KB. and onc (1) lerge bunker dcetrcyed.

7. On 13 Lug 70, a sccut ship from "C" Trocp 3/17th Cavalry rcccived fire
frem vieinity cocrdinatcs YD 3954. Ounships cngagod the onomy rcesulting in
six (6) sccondary oxplceicns, thirty (30) hoctchcs destrcycd, and twenty-oisht
(28) XBA «nfirmod by ground unit.

8. On 15 iugust 70, a light firc:team from "C" Trocp 3/17th Cavalry sightcd
scven (7) oncmy persomnel in vicinity YD 062669. The team engaged with organic
gunships rosulting in five (5) KBA. Later in the samo arca twe (2) additicnal
onory personncl wero cngaged resulting in cne (1) KBA and one (1) POW.

9. On 21 Aug 1970, a pilct from "C" Trocp 3/17th Cavalry esighted eloven (11)
cnomy at coordinates XD 855420, The cnemy wos cnpagod by a light firc tean
and /RPS were inscrted. Results were ton (10) KBA, cne (1) POW, one (1)
Ak-47, Chicom gronsdces and various misccllanecus itcms capturcd,

10, On 22 Aug 1970, an OH-58 from “C" Trocp 3/17th Cavalry wns shot down ot

coordinatos XD 937590 killing the gunncr and obscrver. The aireraft burned
aftcr impact ond was totelly dostroyed.
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11. On 23 Aug 1970, 2 UH=1H from the 116th Aviaticn Company (AH) supperting
the 1/1 Cavalry, sustained ten (10) Lits at courcinctes BT 160220, Thc air-
craft cormander wos wounded and initiatcd o succossful forced lanéing. Tho

alrcraft and crev vere reoccverede

12, - On 26 Aug 1970, thc pilot of a YO0-3A aircraft, during a night VR, spotted
a fiftcen’ (15) foot scrmpan at cucrdinates YD 789113, /4 helliecpter gunship
was cmployed 2gairst the sampan resulting in cnc (1) sarpan dostreycd.

13. On 30 Lug 1970, a nilot frcm the 220th Aviation Comp~ny (UL), whilc flying
a VR missicn for thc 108th Artillery Orcup, Jocated a rocket launcher that

was shelling FSB Fullcere In the procces ¢f adjusting artillery on thé target,
15-20 NVA wcre flushed intc the ¢pcn. The torpet area was cngagod by TAC Air
utilizing strafing and napalm. Results wero six (6) KB4, cne (1) rccket launcher
znd pcsition destroyed and ten (10) secendary cxplosions.

1k, On 1 Scp 1970, = light fire tcam frem the 116th Aviaticn Compary (LV)
killod ten (10) NVA ond destroyed a large bunker cormlex while supperting on
assault west of Tan ly. \

15, Orn 9 Sep 1970, thc 282d .viaticn Ccrpany (AH) conduetcd an "Eaglc Flight®
in support of an operation in Dicn Ban District. £ tctal of thirtyetwc (32)
troops and ore scout dog were inserted at ccordinates BT OSL6l9. The niesic
resvlted in twenty-fovr (2L) KBh.

16, On 9 Sep 1979, a UH-1% frcm the 116th Aviaticn Cempany (AH) rcccived 8-10
rounds of automatic weapons firc at coordinates BS Sh630L4. The aireraft ceughi
fire anc bagan burning during flight. Tho alrcralt wzs landed and crew cscaned
uninjurcd beforc the aireraft explcedec.

17. On 1L Sep 1970, - light fire team frem "C" Trocp 3/17th Cavelry enpoged
seven (7) enemy 1t XD 918628 rcsulting in sever (7) KBA.

18. On 15 Sc» 1970, ~n 0H-58 froum "C" Trcop, 3/17th Cavalry wos shot down ot
coordinites XD 9h85[;3 Wy 51 Caliber firc resuliime in two (2) fatalities

and one (1) wounced. Ancth:r OH-58, recunnoitcring ncardy nt cucrdinctes

XD 957558, wns also davmed by S1 caliber firc resulting in three (3) woundcd
crewnembers. Onc sircraft was reecvered and onc dastreyed in placo.

19« On 23 Sep 1970, during 2 night VR mission, a pilct flying a Y0-34 aireraft
spotted three (3) encry crcering a river ot ccordin-~tcs YD 80LO79. Artillery
firc wos rcquested from FSB Arsenal rcsulting in threc (3) probable K1l

20. On 26 Sep 1970, - firc team from "C" Trocn 3/17th Cavalry cngaged crery
persinncl at coordinctes YD 113482 rcsulting fu six (6) KBA. 4 ewecp by

ground clements tho £:1lowing doy confirmed two (2) additicnal KB4 rnd resvlted
in tlic capturc of six (€) AK-L? rifles, cne (1) 6Cirn mertar, cne (1) Chlcen
mltiechanncl radic, cight (8) packs, tuc (2) civilion rocdics, on< approrimatoly
fifty thousand plastcrs.
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Z1. On 8 Oct 1970, = firc team from "C" Troop 3/17th Cavalry located = large
base camp at cocrdinatcs XD 7535 and XD 7536 consisting of an estimatod battalion
sizoc element. An OH-58 was shot down while reconnoitering the area. 4n AH=lG
trying to rescuec thc crow, was also shct downe Boeth circraft were dostroyed in
place due to proximity of NVA troops, lack cf security, poor weathcr and
darkness. An insertion of one (1) pletoon from thc 1st Bn, 11 Inf Bde rosulted
in three (3) KIA and twonty-six (26) confirmed KBA. TAC Adr and C~130 "Stingors®
worc employed with unknown results.

22, On 18 Oct 1970, o UE-1H aircraft frcm tihc 2£2d Lviation Compeny (AH)
roceived fragmentation damage from mortar firo during a medical evacuation
mission. The ~ircraft wes being lcaded with paticnts at Thoung Duc CIDG Carp
when 1t cano wler firc by onemy mortars. :

23, On 18 Oct 1970, = light fire team from tho 282¢ Avietion Company (),
suppcrting CIDG forces at ZC 1551, received nurerons fifty (50) and thirty
(30§ calibor hits rosulting in major demage to the aircreft and one (1)
gunncr wouncded.

2L. On 18 Oct 1970, o light fire team from “C" Trosp 3/17th Cavalry engaged
five (5) NVA at coordinstes XD $01L01 resultins in five (5) XKBA. An inserticn
of ARPS resultod in cne (1) AK=L7, twc (2) AK-50's, four (L) Chicom gren-dcs
and throo (3) pocks being captured.

25. On 20 Oct 1970, & light fire team from the 2824 Aviaticn Company (LE),
supporting CIDG forces at coordinates 2C 1557, engagzed thc cnemy resulting
in thirty-scvon (37) KBh. .

26, On 22 Oct 1970, a light fire team from the 282d Aviation Company (AH)
engaged the encryy at coordinates ZC 1551 resulting in twenty (20) XBA.

18

CONFIDENTIAL




~LY

PFECEDLG PAGE DLANK-NOT FIIMED

UNCLASSIFIED

Secunty Classification

CONFIDENTIAL

’ DOCUMENT CONTROL DATA-R& D

(Security classilication ol title, body of ebatrect and indesing annatation must be entered when the overall report i classiiiod)

-

! ORIGINATING ACTIVITY (Corporete auther)

HQ, OACSFOR, DA, Washington, D. C.

20310

28. REPOAY SECURITY CLASSIFICATION

CONFIDENTIAL

3. GROUP

}

3. REPORY TIVLE

Operational Report - Lessons Learned, HQ, 212th Aviation Battalion

4. DESCRAIPTIVE NOTES (Type of repert and inclueive dates)

Experiences of unit engaged in counterinsurgency operations, 1 Aug to 31 Oct 70.

8. AUTHOR(S) (Firet name, middie Initial. last name)

CO, 212th Aviation Battalion

6. REPORY DA TE

13 November 1970

78. TOTAL NO. OF PAUEKS 7b. NO. OF REFS

21

8. CONTRACT OR GRANT NO

5. PROJECT NO.

8. ORIGINATOR'S REPOKHT NUMBE A(S)

N/A 704157
33 / 0. OTHER MEPQAT NOLS) (Any other numbders tha! maey de assigned
thie report)
d.
10. DISTRIBUTION BTATEMENTY
1. SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES 12. SPONSORING MILITARY ACTIVITY
N/A OACSFOR, DA, Washington, D. C. 20310

13 ABBTRACTY

19

DD "2V..1473

UNCLASSIFIED
Secunty Cﬁuﬂﬁnuo‘q,l § &

k 1% & %
181" tv it




