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U.S.C., SECTIONS 793 AND 794.  THE TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF 
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NOTICE:  When government or other drawings, specifications or other 
data are used for any purpose other than in connection with a defi- 
nitely related government procurement operation, the U.S. Government 
thereby incurs no responsibility, nor any obligation whatsoever; and 
the tact that the Government may have formulated, furnished, or in any 
way supplied the said drawings, specifications, or other data is not 
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or permission to manufacture, use o#r sell any patented invention that 
may in any way be related thereto. 
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SUBJECT:     operafional   Report   -   ! ossoi ■,  L«am«<||   Headquarters,    13th 
Aviation  Battalion,   Period  Ending  Jl October   1970  (U) 

28  June  1^71 

SEE  niSTRiaiTION 

1. Th»  attached  report   is   forwarded   for   review and  evaluation   in 
•ccordance with  par«  Ab,  AR  525-1"). 

2. The   information  contained   in   this   report    is  provided   to   insure 
that   lessons   learned  during  current   operations  are used   to   t fie benefit 
of   future  operations  and may  be   adapted  for cse   in  developing  training 
mat eria1 . 

3.     Information  of   actions   initiated  as  a   result   of   your   evaluation 
should  be   forwarded  to  the Assistant   ( hiet   of   Staff   for  Force Hevelopment, 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

Hftuamf OF THE aw 
Headquartera,  Ijth Combat Aviation Battalion 

APO San Francisco 96215 

AVB.\BN-GC 11 November 1970 

SU3JBCTi    Operational Report - Lessonc Learned of the 13th Combat Aviation 
Battalion,  lor the Pcrici Ending 31 Octcbtr 1970,  HCS CSFOR-65  (H2)   (U) 

CUDSAViCi  ATlNi    GPÜP-DT,  APO San Frmcisoo 96558 
Conm.-ir.dlng General,  USARV,   A.TTH1    AVH'CE-DST,  APO Son Francises S:6375 
Ccnwindin^ General,  Ist Aviation Brigade, ATTN:    A^/BAGC,  APO San Franciyco 
9ö381i 
Connanding Officer,  l6Uth Ccnbat Aviation Group, ATTil:    AVBiXci-C, tfO Son 
Francisco 96215 

1,     (U)    Oporationai    Sj^jfleant Acitvitiej; 

a, (U)    Unit Mission!    The 13th Conbat .iviaticn 3att,alicn constituted as 
TASK FüSCE GUAiffilAN was placed in direct support of the 21st JOT Division 
on 1 January 1970.    This tactical rdt^icn w is supploncntod vrith sunpi.rt to the 
Nnvy at Solid .anchor Naval 3asc,    In addition to its  tactical missioii,  the 
Utll Combat Aviation Battalion has playod a togy active relo in tho VNAF In» 
pi^venont and MLdümizati>..n Prograj.i,    Soc '^'rang Anar Airfield,  her.    fer units 
of tho 13th CiiB since 1962 and HHC,  13th (UB since 1968, was turned over to 
the VMAF during this reporting: poriod« 

b. (U)    Organizatii^nj    The crg.'inizati(.n wf the entire Battalion und; r- 
v;cnt major changes as a result of the VI^AF I and II Pn..r.am.    Tho 121st 
assault Holicepter Cerpnny,  senior menber ef the 13th CAB,   :md the 336t}i 
Assault Helicopter Company were reducod to training ca.ires f.-r UlG aev;ly 
activated VNAF Helicopter Squadrrns.    The  162nd üssau] t Helicopter Qoapmy 
became part of TASK FORCE GUARDIAN,   is a result of the t ictlcal    peratiunal 
loss of the 12l3t .and 336th Assault Helicopter Cuftanioa«    IHIC, 13th CAB 
relocated frem Soc Trang Army Airfield te Can ftu   Army Airfield cm 31 Octcber 
1970.    The 221st Utility Airplane Conpany relocated fr^m Can Th    iuny Airfield 
to Vinh Long Army idrfield en lh October 1970.    In addition,   as result of the 
Inactivation of the  199th RaOuonaiaatftM Airjlane Cenprjiy,  the 221st lias been 
assigned 0-1 airplane support to all the Provinces in MRii.    The hist Ncdienl 
Detachment  and the 262nd Field Artill'.ry Ccuntcr Wertar Dctaclirunt Men re- 
located to Bong Tarn on  13 September 1970 and were attached U.  the 21üth Ctnbat 
Avlaticr.  Battalion.    At  the cl. se ef the reporting pcx'i'. d thu or^aniz-vti; n    f 
the   13th Combat Aviation B.attalien W.a3  U follows   (Inei l)l 

(1) BUC|  13tli Combat uvi^tlon Battalien,  APO San FrmdOGi   96215 
(2) 121st Assault Helicopter C.rpany,  APO San Precise.   96296 

FOR OT UT 
704069 
Inclosure 

CONFIDENTIAL DOWNGRADID AT 3 YIAI INTflVALS; 
DICIASSIFIED AFT« 12 TEARS. 

DOD Oil 5200.10 

^ 
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A7DABN-GC 11 Ncvcnbcr 1970 
SUBJBCTi    Opcrationil Report - Lessens Loomed of the 13th Combat Aviation 

Battrllon,  fur the Period aiding 31 Octcbor 1970, RCS CSF0R-65 (H2)  (U) 

(3) 162nd Assault Hcllcoptor Cen^any, iiPO San Franciscr  56215 
(U 191st Assault Helicopter Conpeny, APO San Frnncisc^ 96215 
(5) 22l8t Utility Airplane Company, APO San Franciscc 96357 
(6) 336th Assault Helicopter Coryany, APO Sm. Franciscc 56215 
(7) <; Tfoop, 16th Air Cavalry, APO Son Fr.Tncioct 5^215 

c, (U)    Changes in Conmand and Staff» 

(1) MAJ Walter D, >bürc, Ü65-56-1985, IN, was assigned as Ccmpnny 
Cumander of the 162nd Assault Keliccptor Ccrpany en 20 September 1970.    HaJ 
Thonaa £• 3caucha.^,  225-iUi-6703, was reassigned tc HIIC, l6lith Ccmbat Aviation 
Grcup. 

(2) CPT Thonas il, Brackctt, 223-10-7350, AR, was aesigncd as Ccnp.any 
Commander of the 121st Assault Helicopter Ccnpany on 1 October 1570.    MAJ 
Judstn R. Lucas, 265-30-5138, AR, was reassigned te HHC, l61ith Ccmbat Aviation 
Group, 

(3) CPT Re bort E. Hasclow, 357-li2-92li9, 1C, was assigned as the Battalica 
Medical Officer m 17 October 1970.    CPT John F. Zurck, ii7li-ü6-8865, IK, was 
reassigned tc C0HUS. 

Ql) Cx^T Willi-un J. Kranor, 161-31-S17li, Hi, was assigned ^e S-l/.k?jut.Tnt 
en 28 Octubcr 1970. CPT Stephen P. Qorrwtt, lUi5-l|0-2572., TC, was reassi'tne! 
to COIIUS. 

{$)   C?T Richard Q. CpJ.lontimo, 299-3ii-3808, CHC, was asuignec' -».s the 
Battalion Chaplain en 28 Octrber 1570.    MAJ Phillip B. Bliss, 0140-22-5068,  CHC, 
was reassigned to COHUS. 

(6) CW2 William .i. Stpjilcy, 5^6-5o-2553,  AVH, was assignjd M Safety 
Officer en 25 October 1570.   CW3 /.nthony 0, Rczcndos, 563-36-0133, AW! was 
reassigned to CoNUS. 

(7) CPT Warren R. Acker, 50h-W-5359, FA, was assigned as Company 
Commandor of HHC, 13th CAB on 28 October 1^70.    CPT Allen J. Hardt, 536-10-8SliU, 
ASf was medical evacuated tc Japnn. 

d, (C)    Unit Strength»    3eo Incl 2, 

0«    (C)    Aircraft Status»    See Incl 3. 

f.    (C)    Operationjil ilesuits»    See Incl h* 

K.    (C)    Qfcer/jÜAgmt 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
5"   nV:)iJ3fJ-QC 11 H vonbcr lr70 

SMBffl    Opcrationxl liopc rt - Lessons Leamoc! ot the ]3th Conb-.t Aviation 
3-ttxLion,   t\r the PcriLd Endinf 31 Uctobv.r 1970, UCS CSFOR-f S  (&)  tP) 

(1) The 13 ch Conb;\t Aviati n Battalion, durin • the rc.ortinr ] t ri  d, 
continued to provide  wlation  n.ssotö fcr fteplauUtC .".irm bile -usa mltr.,  trccp 
insortions and uxtricti^nc,  air cavalry cpurati.ns,  tictic J  Wld Vministri- 
tivc support,   command liaisrn,  medical cvacu'.ti n  md ..ctailc.: visual n.c-n^ 
naiss-incc In direct supfort of the 21st ARV1J Divi3v.ni    Tactic ü   nd   v'miniotr-i- 
tiT« UMti for the 21st ARVH Division were nrovidod by the olcn-nts ot the 
BattJilioa ccnatitutcd in TASK FOUCE OOäBDlMi    the l62nt! AMwlt :!clic> pti.r 
Conr-ar.y,  i??lst Utility Airpl-ne Germany,  rnd C Trorp,  16th .dr Cwalry. 
Tactic.-a support j)rovided by T.1SK FC.;GE QUMDLdl enlisted of riini-pack-'.'es 
and .lir OtcnCLrf picki^os.    \ minl-pi.ckag'e consists if five UJ-1D/K utility 
hi-licopter troop truiüports, a fire tean of UH-1B/C utility hclic. pt .r   -un- 
ships and ■ UH-lE/H utility helieoptor Comand tüi Ci.ntrLl ship.    An   -ir 
cw.lry paoknec consists if four 0K*6A lirht ■.bserv it i.n hcliCvptcrn,  f UT 
/Ji-ID .attack helicopter t:unships,  f ur 'JÜ-1H utility hclicopt- r tree? tr-ns- 
ports   nd ■ UH-lii utility holic pter CcNKlDd  -J\C C,.ntr( 1 ship.     In  -.ddi + i'H 
to its sirrnificint tactical «vid a'r.iiniütrative erntributi.ns,  the  13th C1 rib it 
Aviiti^n Batt.ali-n was instzunont-'.l in the üUCCCSS    thu Victnaivs«   Air f rcc 
Lrprovenent and Modt. mlzation Progrrui baa had to date.    Durin: the repc rtin : 
period the 13th CAB cornplcted phftM  I   «d II trdnin ■ for 20 VIJAf' pilctSj  ^n 
th'J jub (OJT) nnintenance trniniaß for 28 VNiP MoehrMea and technici-'jis, turn- 
over uf iicilitics  ^Jid equipn. nt f r> m twi   assault hcliccptor Culpnni^a t'   tu. 
VHAF helicopter squadrcne,  and the truisfer uf all «quipment  -n.1 faeiliticfl 
loc-.tod at Soc Tran,- Ariv Airfield t.   the Vietnamese Air Krce, 

(2) -lirncbile 0-4?<jrations:    The iatttlicn supported If tiivcbilo 
pcrations durinj tlio rüp.:rtin.; poriod«    Some cf the lignifiOMll opr.'.ti.ns 

•'.re listed bel^wj 

{ i)    OoAat Operation    f It kagaMi I'70:    The 33^th iaaaolt .'.'clicopter 
C^r^'iny (Warriors) supjn rto^' Kion Oiang i'r.vinco en B "Vanpire Micsi n",  e, 
nipht scrariblc nissicn utilize-' when ni 'ht insertii ns are necesc a-y»    ^^ 
Viet Coni; were attempting to overrun tha PrcvinOC forces loeftted    n th.  tep 
of Nui BUD Sec Mountain, ce* rdinatos VSS03225.    0» Wnrri^ra scr.Tiblec' a 
rdni-pachope and flare ship at 0U30 horrs, U Aujuat lf70«    The Tliun^.'-rbir: 
ikmaäipa arrlfod en station anc4 were greeted by mi rtar n undc tad sni,   r 
fii'u.    three inserti ris uerc male at the base of thw TLuntain nnr! th^ ^ncq/ 
was furoed U  abandon its att'.ck. 

(b)    Combat o-poruti n cf 17 August ISTOi    The 12l3t «aa.uilt Helicopter 
Company (Tigers)   supported the 21st AltVTi Divisi n witli  "i mini-pa'd'ag    • n 
an operation  in  Phong Ding Province,   (Oenter >-f fhss   (Ql)l    MDIOO)«     Li :ht 
enemy contact was made and the Vikinp gun^hips  relied in tine iftcr tin-   with 
rocket  strikes  and ralni-gun  fire.    A total  ^f  ÖOO troojs  verc   airlift.d by 
the    Tiger   lift   ships,   and whentvhc  smoke had cleared the Vikinp   ainrhi; s hod 
accounted  for three Viet Cong killed by air   (KBA),  tw.   :.ai\]rs\s d^str y:. '  and 
one  structure  destroyed.     The dl5üd2  canister cluster win utiliz. '   t     flush 
the enemy  into  the open  and proved to be- Very eflVctivt,, 
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(c) Ccrü)at Opcntion of 30 «d 31 August ISlOt    C Trcop, 16th Air 
Cwoliy (Dark Horso) supported the 2l8t ARWi Division with  in air cay -Iry 
piick«M:e on nn opcrati. n in Chcunp Thien Trovince (CMt   VU2B5S)t  anpnjcii.ntcly 
15 milos southc int of H Than, KTN.    At ab.ut HiOO hcurs, 30 Aufaist 1570 while 
OondttOtlBg i viau.il rccinnrdssance  (VR),  the Sc. uts  (0II-6A) spotted several 
porscmol hidinj in tall clcph-Tnt graes.    Seeing thit they weren't frion(:iy, 
thu Sccuts engaged Uicin nJtcr obtaining clearance tc fiiv,    /JB tho Ctbr--\3 
mcvorl in ftr the kill, heavy enemy fire cwje frcra the .irea«    One C.bra took 
nunon us hits .^id had t^ make m emergency l->nün3.    The Ccmmand and Contn.1 
aircraft  (C&C)  took two hits ,and ancthcr Cobra took a hit in the rrin rOt^r 
blalc.    Niuicruus Cobra nnd Black Pcny (Navy Ov-10 "Brcncoa")  air strikes wore 
jut into the area,    friendly trcups were inserted intc three different   rcas 
in an attorpt to box in the retreating enemy.    Darkness ncved in i>h. rtly 
after the inoertiona and the Dark iLrsc Package spent the night at the Vi Th^nh 
St.pgcfiold en standby, in the event the frUndly troops needed air support 
during the night.    At first light on 31 Aufuat 1970 a Vd was conducted „f 
the area.    Nu oneiry movement waa detected In the previous contact .area, but 
nunoi-i ue tr.iila mm l«adin<C out of the area.    VR's were etn-'uetod throi'gfout 
the day in nn at.tcii\)t to rel catc the enemy's position.    On the third VR 
several onemy scldiurs wore spotted hiding in a bunker and were killc '.    The 
friendly grvund troopü moving through the -area confirmed lh KBAs f.r C Trcrp 
during the twr» day operation and learned that the enemy was part cf an 
cstinfttod NVA reginont.    Dark Horse v/as released at 1600 h. urs,  31 -ui.-aist ir70 
when contact could n^ t br rögainad. 

(d) Coribat Operation uf 12 September 1S701    The 162nd AMtnlt Ilelicepter 
Goi^);Tny (Vultures) supp-rtod the 21st AW Divisicn ^n an i4 cratitn ne-x 
Ca Mau, ilVN (CMt    VQS^OSOO)«    Intcllignecc had pinpc Latud a Main fcro« VC 
Cor^iany cpurating at O&ordiMtM VQSSOS-OO.    The* Vultures» lift .-.ircr-ft  (Slicks) 
wore tc insert two companies of ARVN troops at cierf'inatcs VQS&SÜOa    The 
first lift was Insertrs^l without any contact.   Vftiilc recennin- the   S'.c nd landin? 
■CQfl   (LZ) the Gc^porheail gtaships received intense automatic we^p. nj' fire frtm 
well canouglagod and f Ttificd onencr positions.    All three eunshijs received 
numerous hits.    One lainship was forced te  land as a result of ■«MForal hits 
frcm a .50 caliber ruachine^\m position«    After the gunsi.ip landec1.,  the enemy 
continued to fire ca the dcivn^d aircrai't.    Extraction ef the aircraft w s neces- 
:.itato.!.    First, 36 gFUOBd tn opa wore inserted near the aircr-'ft to secure it. 
Cupperh^ad ^Unships provided supprcssive fire, while tho rigging cr^w prepared 
the aircmJt fer extraction.    An aircr/ift modified uith the XM52 svstnm, smckc 
screen equiprv-nt, flew between the enemy positions and thu dewnod aircraft,  and 
laid down a crxke ecreen prior to bringing in r. Cliinook, CII-ü?,  t<   extract the 
aircraft.    It w aa becr.usc ef the offoctivc use if "Siu key" that tho   ainship 
vrjj successfully extracted, 

(e) Combat Operation   f 9 October 1^70:    0 Troop, 16th Air Cavalry 5u:j;xrt- 
ed tho 33ni Rogin nt, 21ft ARVN Division en an operatii n in An Xuyon Trrvince 
(CM<    VS9303)«    '^he- previous day an amphibious landing had b^en mad- on an 
island off tho west coast, so that an artillery fire supp'.rt base coul' be 
catablished u   sitpport epcrations in the "Hatchet" area (CM;    Vi:9212). 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
7    AVDARN-GC 11 Vofmtmt 1S70 

SUBJECT:    üjerational Report - LOMUM teamed of UM 13th C„nb-.t Avi-iti n 
Battalion, for tk« Period rjn'in- 31 Octtbor lf70,  RCS CStCR-Cy   (.(2)   (U) 

T}ic D«rk Horse :dr c ivrdry pncV^c's mirjsion wac tc scr-..cn u;1 an.1 doi/n ^hc 
coast line to   'oturninc if nny buildAp'of VC cr Hfi l\rc>-s  in the area Vtuld 
provide a threat to tba MVly establiahod fire cun ort baao«    On the first 
VR a pXattoon size element of VG wore tieccTtrod End MBßa^od by Uw LCii Secuti 
when they roceiTOd fire fnn N VC hif'in • in ft Wish.    Re was quickly  -lininated 
''nd  tho LoH's b^^in roeuivinr; hoivy fire fnn nunerous hidden bunkors«    HJO 
Sooata ■trkod the banken -Jid the Cobm hit the area with rocKts   nt1 ZOmn. 
Two lifts of Al?^ trt^ps were inft«ff%Bttaad they swept thrc-ugh tl:.,  arc-,     Ihfl 
reoult for tho tiiy w^ ri^ht (6) KB.'^s, 

(f)    Combc.t G|por«tion cf 2l| October 1S70:    C Trovp, loth Air C-v Jr/ 
supp' rted the 33rtl Qogiliant| 2]3t i'JlVN Divisicn in a special operation north- 
»eat of Oa Hmt iVfll  (Cfb    VR9p'20).    The cnorctlMa »«i « "Fright Lite" nissi.n 
ilterptintf'to froo Amcic ji Prisoners ».f V/ir  (POV/'s).    A Chiott Hi i had  rcvoalcd 
tJie lec itiwi of the PO'^ MHpa    An early operation Mfts plrjinod to   BWOtf 'h'-oueh 
the .arc-n be-fore the l\X!b c uld be -..'V icur.ted.     Ihb op».ration got under i-'^/   -t 
0630 hours with % fR of tho üus.v.ctcd 1..cation of tho r.&v..    The 
initial WB rooaltod in nog^ttlve fintflncsj but en the soeenc! Vli the LO.'.' Sc.uts 
diftOt/VOrod an or«?! th-.t had be.,n rooontljf OOOttpiod«    i:p^n further inv. nti •'.ti..n, 
B cape and intorrufatlcn ■■ro. wen üaeuTorod«   An insortiwn if trctpa 'r.s nadc 
and fresh cunp fires were discovered al-rv: with 100 pounds 'f dnoononts«    fere 
ci^es were founl but the area had just been cvaouatod pri r ti  th< lr nrrlTal« 
F, ur VC w<-re killei by the Scouts in the  ■nrroundin    are*', 'aid addit 1. nrl tr. e^s 
v^o-e inserted.    No Toil's were Loeatod h. wev^r,  and thu friendly troopa Kc re 
ooetraetod in the afternoon« 

h.     (U)    Tra^iin^:    The 13th CScnbat Aviation Battalim cntinu-.c' t.   send 
poncnnol te various schools ngui ocnrooftf 

(l) arny iWiatien Refresher TrvLning; Curj.»    I-., Vha L. i 
(:) U]I-1  Instructor Pilot C.urs-J    "j  Leng Binh 
(3) UH-5ÖÜ InstruGt.r Pilot Course»    1,  Vun? 7 .1; 
(I) AH-IG Tr-jicition Ofunef    1«  Vung Tm 
(>) ÜH-6A Trnsitlon Coursoi    h, Vung Tau 
(61 OH-flA Ihatruetcr Pilot Ooursei   2, Vun • 7^ 
['/) Pi*6jecti .i.ist Scliool: 1, Lui,; Binh 

1.  Morale and Discipline:  The number of approved recommendations for 
awards received during this reporting period are shown by the types and totals 
awarded:  Silver Star:  17, Distinguished Flying Cross:  139, Bronze Star:  217, 
Air Medal "V":  174, Air Medal:  215, ARCÜM "V":  63, ARCOM: 470, Purple 
Heart:  17, Bronze Star "V: 11, Soldiers Medal:  12. 

(1) During the reporting period the number of approved disciplinary actions 
taken under IJSMJ were: 
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OFFICERS 
GENERALS 0 
SPECIALS 0 
SUMMARIES 0 
ARTICLE   IS's 2 

AVBABN-GC 11 November 1970 
SUBJECT:  Operational Report - Lessons Learned of the 13th Combat Aviation 

Battalion, for the Period Ending 31 October 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) 

WARRANT OFFICERS       EM 
0 0 
0 7 
0 0 
0 147 

(2) The number of personnel that took R & R or leave to various countries 
are denoted below: 

Australia     69       Taipei       26 Bangkok       34 
Hong Kong     18       Hawaii       96 Tokyo        13 

J.  (U)  Safety: 

(1) During this period the Battalion flew 34,786 hours and experienced 
five (5) major accidents. At the end of October the Battalion had 48,648 
cumulative hours which gave It a rate of 14.3 accidents per 100,000 flying 
hours for the FY 71. 

(2) HHC, 19lst AHC, and C Trp, 16th Air Cav did not experience any major 
accidents during this period. 

O)  The statistics for the period 1 August 1970 to 31 October 1970 are 
as follows: 

FORCED PRECAUTIONARY FLIGHT 
UNIT ACCIDENTS INCIDENTS LANDINGS LANDINGS HOURS RATE 
HHC Ü 0 0 0 666 0 
121 1 1 H 2 3,098 32.4 
162 2 1 3 0 7,128 28.0 
191 0 4 1 6,204 0 
221 1 0 1 5,260 19.0 
336 1 1 2 5,099 19.6 
C/16 0 0 4 7,330 0 
TOTAL 5 7 10 34,785 41.5 

2.  (C) Section 2, Lessons Learned:  Commander's Observations, Evaluations 
and Comnand Action. 

a.  (C)  Personnel: 

(1)  Critical M0S Shortages: 

(a)  Observation: While the battalion strength has significantly In- 
creased during the reporting period, critical MOS slots still remain unfilled. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVHABN-GC 11  November  1970 
SUBJECT:     Operational  Report   -  Lessons  Learr.ed of  the  13th Combat Aviation 

Battalion,   tor  the  Period Ending 31 October  1970,   RCS  CSFOR-65  (R2)   (U) 

(b) Evaluation:    Critical  MOS  shortages  in the  field of aircraft 
armament  and  specialized maintenance,   both are well  below 50%  strength,   reduce 
the  effectiveness of a Combat Aviation Battalion. 

(c) Recommendations:     With  the withdrawal  of  personnel   from Vietnam in- 
creasing,   it   is  reconmended  that   a  close  screening  and  redistribution  be made 
ot   those  personnel whose units  are  redeploying  to  CONUS. 

(d) Command Action:     Unit   requirements   for critical  personnel   are con- 
tinuously monitored and higher headquarters  are kept   infon.ed. 

k*     Intel 1igence:    None 

c.     Optrat ions: 

(1) Airmobile Operations: 

(a) Observation:     Many airmobile  operations are continued after darkness 
due  to  Improper planning. 

(b) Evaluation:    The  primary  reason for the operations  being extended 
after  darkness   Is  that  extractions,   are not  planned until   late afternoon and 
the  ground  forcei  are not  prepared  to   spend the night   In  the   field.     The Viet 
>ong  become much more aggressive when   they have darkness  to  cover  their move- 
ment   to  set  up anbushes   In   PZs  and LZs.     These extractions  are  almost  always 
contested which   results   In  air crev; casualties and combat   damage   to  aircraft. 

(c) Recommendation:     Air mission   task   force commanderb   (AKTFC's)   and air 
mission  connanders  (AMC's)   must  plan on the possibility  that   the  ground troops 
may have  to  remain overnight,   due  to  Inclement weather,  maintenance problems 
or the combat   situation.    These contingencies should be  thoroughly discussed 
during mission  briefings. 

(d) Cormand Action:     Discussions  between aviation commanders  and senior 
ground  force  commanders and advisers,  with emphasis on beginning  extractions of 
troops   in  sufficient time prior to  darkness  and the necessity of having troops 
prepared for overnight operations,  have been accomplished.    It  is constantly 
stressed through  letters,   directives and SOP's to our AMC's  that   thorough 
planning is essential« 

(2) Use of  the tl58R2 CS Canister Cluster: 

(a)     Observation:    The Viet  Cong   In   the Delta have heavily  fortified bunkers 
and use  the  art  of concealment  very  effectively.     The Z158R2 CS  Canister Cluster, 
utilized correctly,  can  flush  the enemy   from his hideaways. 
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AVBABN-GC 11  November  1970 
SUBJECT:    Operational  Report -   Lessons Learned of  the  13th Combat Aviation 

Battalion,   for the Period Ending 31 October 1970,  RCS CSFOR-65  (R2)   (U) 

(b) Evaluation:     The E158R2 CS Canister Cluster Is very helpful   In pre- 
paring  LZ's   for Insertions,  driving the enemy Into   the open during VR's  and 
providing blocking positions  during sweeps by ground  forces. 

(c) Recoimendatlon:     A normal supply of E1S8R2 CS Canister Clusters be 
made  available to aviation battalion»,   and ground  commanders be   Instructed on 
their usage. 

(d) Command Action:     A   letter,   subject:     Air Delivery  Procedures   for the 
E158R2 CS Canister Cluster,   dated 2 August   1970 was  sent  to all  units of 
this   Battalion. 

(3) Aircraft Hits: 

(a) Observation:     There have been many  Instances where our aircraft have 
inadvertently  received  fire  from  friendly ARVN elements on  the ground.     One 
LOH  (OH-6A)  was destroyed and two crewmembers  injured as  a  result  of friendly 
M-79   fire. 

(b) Evaluation:    A  conmon   technique used   -y ARVN  forces upon   Initial   land- 
ing  In  an LZ   Is a  reconnaissance  by fire.    This  fire  Is often  fired  In- 
discreetly in  the  air.   Jeopardizing our gunships and LOH's.    The gunships  and 
LOH's   have the capability of providing warning to  ground elements  and sup- 
pressing enemy  fire  during the  critical   initial  landing phase.     The effective- 
ness of  this  capability  is being   reduced as  a result  of  the measures we must 
take  to  avoid  the  friendly  fire. 

(c) Recottmendation:     ALL U.S.  ground advisors  must be   informed of  the 
danger  to gunships  and LOH's,   as  a result of  uncontrolled  reconnaissance by 
fire  and the  reduced effectiveness of  aerial   fire  support  when protective 
measures  are  taken. 

(d) Comnand Action:     All units have been   informed to  be watchful  during 
the   Initial   landing phase of a combat  assault   for the  frlendlles'   reconnaissance 
by  fire. 

(4) Air Cavalry Operations: 

(a)     Observation:    Our air cavalry  troop   is often employed in  preplanned 
insertions  rather than Insertions  based upon   Intelligence  gathered by the 
scout   elements.     Frequently,  battalion-sized units   are Inserted  Into areas where 
light   contact   has been made when  a platoon or  company size unit would be an 
adequate   force   for the mission. 
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//   AVBABN-GC U Ncvcmbcr 1S70 

SUBJECT:    Lvcriti^nal Tlcj:ürt - Lessons LcamcJ cf tlM 13th Combat Airiati n 
MttallcA, ;or tho Purled Ending 31 ucto'cr 1970, RCo CSF0Ji-:5  (.t2)   tP) 

(b) Evaluaticni    TJic LOH pilot is -U * bettor .idvinti-o tc cbscrvo the 
aroa and my recent or taclstin-j activity.    Gcncr-tlly, vb.cn i LOH   dl* t h s 
midc A VR of tho .area and has repcrted that an area is net being occupin" 
by the QOmpTg  chances of tho ground troops finclint: -iny a'llitional intelligence 
ur mnklnt: ccntict are alim.    This results in a misuso cf m-mpewer an^ bl'.dc 
tine. 

(c) Rccomonditicr.»    Senior /tRVN  ^vis' rs ind their count rpartn sh^uLl 
bo onoonragtod to take full •tffmtag« Of the LOH'c  observation capability 
md inai.rt based en acquired intelliconcc, 

(d) GonMnd letieni    AintfMlQ classes, U  inclu.l,' -dr cav-ln' cnpli yment, 
hive been given ^o grvund coTOian^iers and their L'.3. idvis rs in t,h.  ij2nd TAOI!. 
A "Back Seat" tnirtlng prt.4(ram in conducted in cenjunctim with the l6/4th Coribat 
Aviatien Greup..    This Pn-grim illuM fi r prospect i\\  AirfFC's t<   fly ^n all 
typo aimo!)ile .p<jratiens and loam hew they üh-.ul-l be eendaetod« 

(b')    /»dv^rso Wentlier Oon-litiens: 

(a) O^acunratitni    Oiirin : the rcportlat! period wcath.cr, in the fem   i' 
tlTmderotonis,  lew ceilinjrs anc! rain shewere hirper^ i üf6xitticaB$  especially 
in the late afterm on. 

(b) Dvaluatin:    un mjiy > ccasiens epurati; ns hid tc  bo OCtaadOd du>, tc 
dolaja fir v/cather.    This resulted in ni<fht operati>n3.     In  addition l.v 
coilin/s resulted in lower altitudes boin-; utilized by th.  paci-'igcs,  thvn 
'ivir.,^ more cxpo.;ure tin.   to jneriy fire. 

(o)    Bocowamdatitm    tfaatlltr, nKpcciilly durlnc the laot three- n nths 
of the 3*.uthw(i3t Monsoon,  r.houl 1 be hi,:h priority considerition in missi( n 
plinnin.^ by I ^ th the AMC and AKTFC,    Oporatloiu shtfuld be planned t*  terrdnite 
prier tc -i.u'kness,  even with a weather held.    Minirrrun ex]^osuro time, l^cl^w 
1$00 feet,  shtuld be itretaod by ,uICs.     If tho ceilin: i~  too low,  the tpOPatlon 
should be cancelled. 

(d)    Cünwand Actiün!    Iho Sctttlarost Monsoon hoa bt-r'n the tcpic cf d-'s- 
cussi'n during th« Battalion Monthly S-if cty Rootiaf for the pant, fen nwntiis. 
Tha result has be'en negative accidents r'urin.; the reporting period du^ t' 
weather,    Cerpmy Gerninders have stressed tc their Al.'C's the necessity tc 
include weather in their mission pl-nnin;. 

r".     (U)    organization;    N.^ne 

e. (U)    Training:    N.ne 

f. (C)    L  -ioticsj 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
AVBABN-GC 11 November 1970        /2 
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned of the 13th Combat Aviation 

Battalion, for the Period Ending 31 October 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U) 

(1) (C) Shortages of Helicopter Gunshlps: 

(a) Observation: The 191st Assault Helicopter Company was selected to 
receive eight (8) UH-1M gunshlps.  Therefore,  their UH-IC gunshlps were re- 
assigned to other units.  Initially the unit received three (3) UH-1M gun- 
ships and was to receive the remaining five (5) UH-1M gunshlps a short time 
later.  They still have not arrived. The UH-1M gunshlp is primarily utilized 
for night Interdiction missions and cannot be utilized for combat assault 
operations. 

(b) Evaluation:  The 191st Assault Helicopter Company could continue 
to have a combat assault capability if four (4) UH-IC gunshlps were assigned 
to supplement the UH-1M gunshlps. 

(c) RecoimendaCion:  It is reconnendea that four (4) UH-IC gunshlps be 
assigned the 191st Assault Helicopter Company. 

(d) Command Action:  This has been verbally requested to higher head- 
quarters. 

(2) (U) Engine Failures: 

(a) Observation:  The greatest cause of accidents during the reporting 
period was engine failures, primarily with the L-13 engines in the 500-900 
hour bracket. 

(b) Evaluation: The engines seem to be falling internally in the N2 com- 
pressor. Accurate dally engine records have not shown any prior warning.  The 
present solution seems to be the distribution of the L-13B engine with a N2 
compressor made of titanium. 

(c) Recommendation:  The new L-13B engine be distributed as rapidly as 
possible. 

(d) Command Action:  L-13B engines have been requested through supply 
channels, although it is realized they are in short supply at this time. 

(3) (U) Fuel Contamination: 

(a) Observation:  Fuel contamination at An Thol, VI Thanh, and Rach Sol 
stageflelds continues to be a problem for 0-1 aircraft, resulting in one 
precautionary landing, one major accident and several rough running engines 
during the reporting period. 

(b) Evaluation:  Although many field expedient methods of fuel filtration 
have been tried and fuel samples are taken before and after fuel servicing, 
extremely fine rust and dirt particles continue to be found in the fuel which 
clog carburetor Jets and fuel strainers. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
/3 IftiH fltl 11 UwfUtW 1^70 

SUBJECT:    Q|)omti«Ml Report - Lessens Learned of U» 13th Cnb-t Avi.ticn 
Batt.xLi^n,  fcr the Period lindin- 31 Ocuber 1970,  RC5 C3FOR-c5 (t2)   (U) 

(c) BMUMOndAllcttl    operational fuel scr^.rntors  -c n-clc  SVailfltoli  in the 
3upiily system fi..r distribution to all at.T^cficlr'.St 

(d) Oonnnd Asilmi   Additicn<ii fuel Mparotcn and Mainteiifnod support 
have been requested, 

(U)    rteplactnent Hattcries F^.r Survivil Hac'iis: 

(i)     (U)    Obsorvati-n:    K^laccmcnt '.nttories P-A-1112AJ, fcr UKC-6^ sur/ival 
Tfidios «ri- not  ivailaMe through supply channels. 

(b) HrnlttatlMI    Currently,  soventy-fivr par cent of UM URS-60 nidi s 
in h.ind in this baitalion are n^ n^pcrat-i^nil dttfl t;   lack Of r?-placer^:nt 
1 atterioü. 

(c) Recommendation:  Command emphasis should be placed on the procurement 
of replacement batteries. 

(d) ( ommand Action:  Batteries, UA-112/L!, continue to be requisitioned 
through normal supply channels. 

g.  (U)  Communicat ions:  None 

h.  (U)  Material:  None 

U Incl 
AS 

n * /? I.' 
'O r.< t *-r-z? 

aJDE»T L. SAüEH 
LTC,   IK 
QonMon linn 
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vmsBma r^s '-L-uac-noT FILMED 

AVBAC£-C    (20 Nov 70)    let Irei 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report - Lessons Learntd, 13th Coiubat nvlation 

Battalion for Period Unding 31 October 1970, BCS CSFÜIU65 {92) (U) 

DA,  Headquarters,  164th Combat Aviation Group, APO 9621$    20 November 1970 

Departaent of IIM ^ru.y, kWh    AC3F0R 
Comoandini GeiKral, Ist aviation Brigade, kWh    AVBiiGC-O,  HPO 96384 

1. (U)    Ihe attached 13th CAB ORLL for period ereiln^ 31 October 1970 
has been rovlowod by this headquarters. 

2. (U)    The follo^ln^ coanonts are cade on the report:    Para 2, pa^-os 
6 thru 11,  concur with cocnents. 

UD a; oouciof' 
Colonel,  CE 
Commanding 
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▲VBißC-0    (20 Nov 70)    2d Ind /6 
SUBJECTt    Operational Report - Lesson Learned,  13tb Aviation Battalion 

(Combat), Period Aiding 31 October 1970, RCS CSFQR.63  (R2)  (b) 

M, HEADQÜlüi'IBS, 1ST AVIITION BPJGILE, IPO   96584    15 DEC G70 

TO 1    Commanding Oenerslt United States ingr Vietnam, ATTOi    AVHGS-DST, 
APO   96375 

Comnander-in-Chief, united Statee Anqr Pacific, ATTN, GPOP-OT, 
APO   96558 

^u)Oii8 Headquarters has reviewed subject report and concurs with the contents 
as indorsed. 

FOE •am comiNDSHi 

(Qu^l> liöÄ)^. 
OWE R. WILLIAM3 
OPT, AGO 
isst AG 
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tl AVHJDO-DO (11 Nov 70) 3d tod 
SDBJECTt    Oparatlonal Report - Laasons Learned of the 13th Combat Aviation 

Battalion, for the Period aiding 31 October 1970, RCS CSPOR-65 (R2) (U) 

Headquartera, Uhlted States Anggr Vietnam, AFO   San Francisco   96375   2 4rEB 1971 

TO i    Coonander in Chief, Uhited States Anny Pacific, ATTN:    OPOP-DT, 
APO   96558 

1 •    Ihia Headquarters has revlerwed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned 
for the quarterly period ending 31 October 1970 fron Headquarters, 13th 
Coobat Aviation Battalion and coanents of indorsing headquarters. 

2.    Coranents follow: 

a. Referflnce itm concerning M9iortages of Helicopter Qunships," page 
10, paragraph 2f(1).   Ist Aviation Brigade has assipied the number of UH-1C 
gunahlpa authorised.    If the 191st AHC has a valid reason for requesting 
UH-1C gunahlpa they should address their request to the 1st Aviation Brigade. 
No action by ÜSARPAC or DA is reconmended.   Unit ha.j been so advised. 

b. Reference item concerning "Engine Failures,'1 page 10, paragraph 2f(2). 
The T53~L13B engine is now being issued by AMMO for UH-1H and AH-tQ helicopters. 
Nomal donand replenishments is expected to change out 2^0 per month. 

c. Reference it«n conoemlng "Replacsment Batteries For Survival Radios," 
page 11, paragraph 2f(U)t   nonconcur.    BA-1112/U batteries are and have been 
in stock at AMMC.    AMMC retrograded 8000 BA-1112/Ü batteries to 00NU3 in 
October and November 1970 due to lack of demand.   No action by USARPAC or 
DA is reooranended.   Unit has been so advised. 

FOR THE OCKMANICR: 

/£iifa£Z*A 

Cy fümt 
1st Avn Bde 
13th Avn fti 

,ldi k    W     StP\ ens   Jf. 

AMwtanl Adjoidnt (jeneral 
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GPOP-DT (11 Nov  70)    4th Ind  (U) 
SUBJECT:    Operational Raport of 13th Combat Aviation Battalion for 

Period Ending 31 October 1970, RCS CSPOR-65 (R2) 

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Pranclaco 96558  24 MAR ^ 

TO:    Aaelatant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the 
Army,  Washington,  D. C.   20310 

This hcadquartara concurs In subject report as Indorsed. 

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF: 

/I 

L.U.   OZAK 
CPT,   AOC 
Asst   AO 



I<f A7BAiw-Gc CONFIDENTIAL n iof«*w ISTO 
SUBJiCTi    (^crational Report - LMMM Lcamod of Uic 13th ConbÄt Avi^ticn 

Battalion for the Period Sndiru; 31 Octcber 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 {il2)  (b) 

■ 

o 

r 
I B 

1-J 

o 

c 
OS 

■If 

—- "-"" — 

\ 
| 

o H 
H rr 

»1 (~5 M 

j c+ 

"1 

.  _-.   

< c 
M.   c*   ISO 

tr H H u 

L 

n 
o TJ 

I'C 
K* o 

i 

16 

HETTCT-! 
CONFIDENTIAL 



AVBABN-OC CONFIDENTIAL u November 1S70 
SUBJBCTi    Oporntioruil Report - Lesaonfl Learned of the 13th Conbat Avintirn 

BmttaUon, for thu Period Bwllng 31 Oct(*er 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (10)   (U) 
13th Coihbat Avlaticn Battalion Unit Strength breakdown bp Unit 

UMIT 

üHTlCE.tS               | WAaa.lNT OFFICEIS 1     BiLISTED              !     ToT.UL 

AUTH .1300 ?XE3 

r 

JJTH ..SOD    rHES 
1 

üUTW .iSOD 

 1 

TIES .JJTIl «aop 

IQIC 15 2$ 25 3 11 11 05 115 113 107 151 

13th Scty 1 0 0 0 0 0 21* 21 21 25 21 

52n(l QM 0 1 0 0 0 0 6 lii lii 0 li* 

62nd QM 0 n 0 0 0 0 0 10 11 10 

CA^th Cav Trp 16 ir 10 31 30 30 216 210 206 266 255 

i2iflt m $ 5 5 10 t 5 tt 15 Ih 2'. 25 

162nd /JiC 19 22 21 51 1*6 (A 210 220 216 200 2Gi: 

I9l3t .iHC 15 22 22 51 u bf 21S 237 231 28n 302 

231st Util A/T 10 31 25 2 12 12 im lii5 m li*6 152 

336th AHC IS 5 5 51 17 16 218 03 75 160 105 

TOLIL 130 

1                i 

125 125 202 16U 160 1113 ion 1^52 11*53 
, 1 

1371 

Iwh-t 

UWIT LJL'TII VN   [pi mv ! 
IDiC 

P       
2 

12l8t AHC i 1 

162nd AHC 0 2 

19l3t AHC 9 0 

22l3t U 4/? 3 1 

336th AX 13 13 

C/I6th Cav Trp 0 o     1 
TOTAL 30 27       1 
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ai AVBABN-GC 11   November   197Ü 
SUBJECT:     Operational  Report   -  Lessons Learned of  the   13th Combat Aviation 

Battalion,   for the Period Ending  31 October  1970,  RCS LSF0R-65  (R2)   (L') 
MOS Shortages  and Civilian Technical  Representatives 

MOS TITLE 

Shortages MOS Report (50% Strength or Less) 

AUTH ASGD 

11B2F Door Gunner 6 
11D2F Door Gunner 8 
45A10 Armt Maintenance Rpmn 1 
45J20 Sr Acft Arm Rpmn 16 
45J4n Sr Acft Army Rpmn Sup 1 
67A1Ü Hel Rpmn Appr 42 
67F20 Apln Tech Insp 3 
67N2F Crew Chief 70 41 
67W2F Hel Tech Insp 2 
esAio Acft Eng Rpmn 6 
68D2G Acft Pwr Trn Rpmn 3 
68E20 Acft R/P Rpmn 10 
68G30 Airframe Rpmn 4 
70A10 Clerk 10 
71H30 Personnel Spec 4 
71P';0 Flight Opns Sgt 1 
76A10 Unit Supply Clerk 14 
9^10 Cooks Helper 4 
96B50 Intelligence 1 0 

UNIT 

Civilian Technical Representatives 

ASSIGNED 

HHC, 13th 
121st AHC 
162nd 
191st 
221st 
336th 
C Trp, 

CAB 

AHC 
AHC 
Util A/P 
AHC 
16th Air Cav 

0 
0 
2 
1 
0 
0 
0 

Incl 2 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
^3    AVBABN-GC 11  November  1970 

SUBJECT:     Operational   Report   -   Lessons  Ledrned of   the   13th Combat  Aviation 
Battalion,   tor  the   Period  tnding  31   October   19I0|   RCS (:SFOK-65  (k2)   (U) 
13th Combat  Aviation   Battalion  Operational   Result 
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CUNFIliEN'IlAL  

>    «CPOXT   TITLC 

lb    CROUM 

Operdtional Report - Lessons Learned, HQ, 1Jth Aviation Battal ion 

4 ottcniPTivc MOTES rTVp« o/npori and Inc/iMlr« daM«> 

Hxperienrüs  ot   Mnit   engaged   in  counterinburgency  operations,        AUR   tu   .U   Uct   70, 
5 Zu THOHIS) (Html nmmm, middle Inlllml. Imel nrnme) 

CO, 13th Aviation Battalion 
•     RIPOnT   D* IC 

11   November   1970 
M   coNTnacr o« GRANT NO 

6.   RROJCC T   NO 

N/A 

tO    DISTRIBUTIOM   STATKMCNT 

I        SUPPLKMENTARV   NOTCB 

N/A 

DD 1?o?..t473 

7a.   TOTAL   NO    OrPAbES 
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MI    ORICtNATOn'ft   Hl  i   ...   '    MUMHI   R<S» 

704069 

9b. OTHER RTPORT NOISI (Any othmr n.miber» Otmt mrny he memtgned 
this fmpott) 

II    (PONSORINS MILrTARV   ACTIVIIT 

OACSFOR,   DA,   Washington,   I).   C.     20310 

Mm ■• "' .. 

21 

UNCLASSIFIED 
Scruntv Classification 


