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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
WASHINGTON, D C 20310

AGDA-A (M) (10 Jun 71) FOR OT UT 704069 28 June 1971

SUBJECT: Operational Report - lLessons Learned, Headquarters, 13th
Aviation Battalion, Period Ending 31 October 1970 (U)

SEE DISTRIBUTION

1. he attached report is forwarded for review and evaluation in
accordance with para 4b, AR 525-15.

2. The intormation contained in this report is provided to insure
that lessons learned during current operations are used to the benefit
of future operations and may be adapted for vse in developing training
material.

3. Information of actions initiated as a result of your evaluation
should be forwarded to the Assistant (hief of Staff for Force DNevelopment,
ATTN: FOR OT UT within 90 days of receipt of this letter.

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY:

s frwos)

VERNE 1/, BOWERS

1 Incl Major General, USA
a5 The Adjutant General
1 €
DISTRIBUTION: . %
Comnanding Generals |
US Continental Army Command e ¥
US Army Combat Developments Command D =

US Army Materiel Command
Commandants
US Army War College
US Army Command and General Staff College
US Army Armor School
US Army Aviation School
US Army Field Artillery School
US Army Infantry School
US Army Institute for Military Assistance
US Army Ordnance School
US Army Quartermaster School

Regraded unclassified when separated
from classified inclosure.
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US Army Transportation School

Coples furnished: é
Office, Chief of Staff, US Army
Deputy Chiefs of Staff
Chief of Research and Development
Assistant Chiefs of Staff
Chief of Engineers
Commander in Chief, US Army, Europe
Commanding Generals
US Army Flight Training Center
US Army, Alaska
Deseret Test Center
II1 Corps, ATIN: Director, Project MASSTER
Commander, US Army Forces Southern Command
Commandant of the Marine Corps
USAF Air Ground Operations School
Gyrodyne Company of America
Defense Documentation Center
USAF Project RAND
Commanding Officers
US Army Land Warfare Laboratory
US Army Logistics, Doctrine Systems & Readiness Agency
US Army Aviation Test Activity
US Army Mobility Equipment Research & Development Center
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CONFIDENTIAL

3 DEPARTM:NT OF THE ARMY
Headquarters, 13th Combat Aviation Battalion
' APO San Francisco 96215

AVBABN<GC 11 November 1670

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned of the 13th Combat Aviation
Battalion, for the Period Pnding 31 October 1670, RCS CSFOR=65 (R2) (U)

CINUSARPAC, ATTNs GPOP-DT, APO San Francisco 96558 |

Commanding Yeneral, USARV, ATTNs AVHCE-DST, APO San Francisco $6375

ggmemznding General, lst Aviation Brigadc, ATTN: AVBAGC, APO San Francisco
3

Commanding Officer, 16L4th Combat aviation Group, ATTH: AVBACE=C, iPO S-n

Francisco 96215 -

1, (U) Opcrations: Significant Acitvities:

ae (U) Unit Missions Thc 13th Combat .viaticn Battalicn constituted as
TASK FORCE GUARDIAN was placcd in direct support of the 2lst ..RVN Division
on 1 January 1570. This tactical rdssion wis supplemented with sunport to the
Navy at 8o0lid anchor Naval 3asc., In addition to its tactical mission, the
13th Combat aviaticn Battalicn has played a very active rcle in the VaF Ine
provenent and Mcdernization Prograi. Sce Irang irny Airficld, heme for units
of tho 13th CAB sincc 1962 and lHC, 13th C.3 since 1968, was turned over to
the VWNAF during this rcporting period.

b. (U) Organization: The organization of the cntire Battslion under-
went major changes as a result of the VHAF I and M Programe The 121st
issault lleliccpter Cempany, cenior member of the 13th CAB, and the 336th
Assault Helicopter Company werce reduced tu training cadres for the newly
activated VWNAF Helicopter Squadrens. The 162nd assault Heldcopter Cormony
became part of TASK FORCE GUARDIAN, ns a result of the tactical «peraticnal
loss of the 121st and 336th Assault Helicopter Cumpanics. HIHC, 13th Ci3
relocated frem Soc Trang Ammy Airficld t¢ Can Tho Army Airfield on 31 Octiber
1970. The 221st Utility Airplanc Cumpany reloucatcd frem Con The arry Airfield
to Vinh Long Ammy idrfield cn 1L Octuber 1970, In additicn, as result of the
inactivation of the 199th Rocunnaissance Airplane Cenpany, the 221st hins been
assigned 0-1 airplane cupport to all the Provinces in MRL, The Llst Mcdieal
Detachment and the 262nd Ficld Artillery Ccunter Mortar Dctachmnt were re-
located to Bong Tam on 13 Sentember 1570 and were attached to the 2lhth Cerbat
Aviatior Battalion. At the clise of the reporting peri:d the organizatiin f
the 13th Combat Aviation Battalicn was as fullows (Inci 1):

(1) IZiC, 13th Combat Aviation Battalicn, APO San Fromecisce 96215
(2) 12ist Assault Hclicopter Ccmpany, APO San Francisce 6296

» DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
58202; . CONFIDENTIAL DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
DOD DIR 5200.10
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AVBABN-GC 11 Ncvember 1670
SUBJECTs Operationnal Report - Lesscns Learned of the 13th Combat .wviaticn
Battolion, for the Pericd Ending 31 Octcbor 1570, RCS CSFOR=65 (R2) (U)

(3) 162nd Assault Helicopter Company, PO San Francisce 56215
(L) 191st Ass~ult Helicopter Campeny, APO San Francisce 96215
(5) 221st Utility Adrplanc Company, APO San Francisce $6357
(6) 336th Assault Helicopter Company, APO San Franciscc 96215
(7) <€ Tyoop, 16th Air Cavalry, APO San Franciséc ©6215

ce (U) Changes in Command an¢ Staffs

(1) MAJ Walter Be Moore, L65-56-1985, IN, was assigned as Ccmpany
Commander of the 162nd Assault Heliccpter Company cn 20 September 1€70. MaJ
Thomas E. 3eaucharp, 225-L4-6703, was reassigned to HIHC, 164th Ccmbat Aviation
Group.

(2) CPT Thomas Re Brackett, 223-L6-7350, AR, was assigncd as Ccrpany
Commander of the 121st Assault Helicopter Ccmpany un 1 October 1570, MAJ
Judscn R. Lucas, 26$-30-5138, AR, was rcassigned to HIC, 16Lth Combat aviation
Group.

(3) CPT Robert E. Hasclow, 357-U42-9245, MC, was assizncd as the Battalicn
Medical Officer <n 17 Octcber 1970. CPT Jchn F. Zurck, L7L-L6-8865, 1T, was
reassigned to CONUS,

(4) CP¥ William J. Kramer, 16L-3L-S17L, IN, was assigned ge S-1/.djutant
¢n 28 Octuber 1970, CPT Stcphen P. Garrett, LL5-40-2572., TC, was reassicned
to COHUS.

(5) CPT Richard G. Callcentime, 299-34-3808, CHC, was assignec as thc
Battalion Chaplain cn 28 Octcber 1970, MAJ Phillip B, Bliss, 0LO-22-9068, CilC,
was rcassigned to CQIUS,

(6) CW2 Willian .1, Stanley, SU6-50-2593, 4VN, was assigned ns Safety
Officor ¢n 2% October 1670. CW3 inthony G. Hczendes, 563-36=0133, a4Vl was
reassigned to CUNUS,

(7) CPT Warren R. Acker, 504-48-5359, FA, was assigned as Ccrpany
Cormander of HHC, 13th CAB on 28 Octiber 1670. CPT Allen J. Hardt, 536-L0-8SLL,
at, was mecdical cvacuatcd tc Japan.

de (C) Unit Strengths See Incl 2,

ce (€) Aircraft Statuss Sce Incl 3.

f. (C) Operational Resultss Sce Incl L.

g. (C) Operationss:

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL
AVIIDBN-GC 11 November 170
SUBJECT: Operational Repcrt - Lessons Learncd of the 13th Combat Aviation
3~ttalion, fur the Pericd Ending 31 October 1970, NCS CSFOR-05 (R2) (U)

(1) The 13th Corbat Aviati-n Battalion, durin- the reorting yperi-d,
cintinued to provide aviation asscts fur preplanncc airm bile assoults, troop
insertions and extractiins, 2ir cavalry cperaticns, tacticel wd administra-
tive support, command liaiscn, mcdical evacuaticn =nd cetailed visu~l rucene
naissance in direct support of the 21lst ARVN Divioini Tacticil wnd w'ministra-
tive asscts for the 21st ARVN Division were previded by the elemcnts of the
Battalion cunstituted in TASK FORCE GUARDIANS the 162nd .ass-~ult ilelicopter
Capany, 221st Utility Airpl-ne Company, and C Trocp, 16th .ir Cavelry.
Tactical suppurt provided by TASK FO..CE GUARDI.M cinsisted ¢f mini-packniccs
md adr eavalry packages. A mini-packagc censists of five UN-1D/F utility
helicopter troop transports, a firc teanm of UH-1B/C utility hclie. pter un-
ships and a UH=1D/H utility helicopter Commznd and Contrcl shine An oir
cavalry packv;c consists of four OHeOA lipht . bscrv:iticn helicopters, f ur
#h-1G attack helicopter gunships, four Ul-1H utility hclicopter trcen trons-
ports and a UH-1lh utility hcliccpter Cemmand -nd Centrcl shipe In ndditicn
to its gsignificant tactical and administrative ccntributicns, the 13th Combat
Aviation Battalicn wns instrunental in the success the Victnauacse Air Force
Iprovenent and Modernization regram hoas had to date. During the reperting
pericd the 13th CAB completed ;hasc I and II trainin; for 20 VIAF pilcts, on
the jub (0JT) maintcnance trainine for 28 VNAF mech-nics and technici-ns, tum-
over of facilitics and equipnent from twe assault helicepter componics to W
VIIAF hclicopter squadrcns, and the transfer of 2ll cquinment and freilitics
loc-ted at Soc Tranz Army Airficle t. the Vietnamesc Air Force.

(2) Mrmebile Operations: The Battalicn supportec 1€¢ girmobilc
perations cduring the repcrting pericds Some of tle siznificant operaticns
nre listed beclows

(2) Combat Operaticn «f L Aueust 1¢70: The 336th .assault liclicopter
Cumpany (Warriors) suppurtee Kien Gisng Yrovince cn a "Vampive Missicn®, a
night scramblce mission utilize! when nicht inscrticns are neecssarye. The
Viet Conp wers attermmting to overrun the i'rcvinec forecs located n the top
of Mul lun Sec Mountain, cccrdinataes V5903225, The Warriors scrambled a
nini=packa;c and flare ship at OL30 hours, L Augsust 1670. The Thun-lerbir!
#unships arrived on statiun and were groeted by mertar rounds end sniper
fire. Thrce inscrticns were made 2t the basce of the MHiuntain and the enuiy
was furcad t¢ abandin its atteck,

(b) Combat Operaticn cf 17 Auztust 1¢70¢  The 121st assoalt Helicopter
Company (Tigers) supported the 21st ARWVY Divisi.n with 1 mini-pactag. <n
an operation in Phong Ding Province, (Oentcr of Mass (Clf): WRE100). Licht
enemy contact was made and the Vikin: gunships r.llc in time aftcr time with
rocket strikes and mini-gun fire. A tctal of 800 troops were airliftod by
the Tiger 1ift ships, and whenthc smoke had cluered the Vikin~ -unchi;s hod
accounted for three Viet Cong killed by air (KBA), twc sapwns dostr.oyc | and
one structure destroyed. The E150i2 canistcr clustur was utilizcd t. rlush
the enemy {nto the open and proved to Lo very cffcctive,

CONFIDENTIAL
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(¢) Cumbat Operation of 30 and 31 August 1570s C Troop, 16th Air
Cavalry (Dark HKorsc) supported thc 21st ARVN Divisicn with an air cavalry
package cn an operaticn in Choung Thien Province (CM: WR2859), anproximately
15 miles southecast cf V4 Than, RUN. At about 1400 hcurs, 30 Jugust 1€70 while
conducting a visual rcccnncissance (VR), the Scouts (OH-O6A) spotted sevcral
personncl hiding in tall clephant grass. Secing that they werent't fricndly,
the Sccuts engaged them after obtaining clearance tc firc. 4s the Cobras
mcvec in for the K11, heavy cnemy firc cwme from the area. One Cibra took
numercus hits and had to make en cmergency landinz. The Command and Contrcl
aircraft (C&C) taok two hits and ancther Cobra took a hit in the m~in rotcr
blade. Nuncrcus Cobra anc Black Peny (Navy Ove~l0 "Broncos") air strik:s were
out intc the area. Friendly troups wero inscrted intc thres diffcrent =reas
in an attompt t¢ box in the rctroating enemy. Darlkness nmoved in shortly
~fter thc inserticns and tho Dark liirse Package spent the night at the Vi Thonh
Stagefield cn standby, in tho cvent the friendly troops nceded air support
during the night. it first light on 31 August 1970 a VR was conductcd of
thc arca. Nou enomy movement was detocted 4in the previous ccntact arca, but
nuncirus trails were leading out of the area. VR's were cunsucted throughout
tho day in an attompt to relicate the cnemy's positicne. On the third VR
sevoral cneny scldiers werc spotted hiding in a bunker and werc killc’. The
fricndly ground troops moving through the ~rca confirmed Wi KBAs f.r C Troop
duringy tho twn day operaticn and learned that the encmy was part cf an
cstimatod NVA rcgiment. Dark Horse was reloascd at 1600 hours, 31 :umust 1670
when cuntact could nct br regained.

(1) Corbat Oporation of 12 Scptomber 15703 The 162nd Ass-ult licliccpter
Company (Vulturca) supported the 2lst Vil Divisicn (n an (joraticn nenr
Ca Mau, VN (CMs VQS50500). Intellignece hod ninpointec a main force VC
Corpany operating at cuordinates VQS50%00. The Vulturcest 1ift nircr~ft (Slicks)
wore to inscrt two companics of ARVN troops at ccerdinntes VQS50¢10., The
first 1ift was inscrtel without any contact. Whilc reccnnin-~ the sceind landing
zcne (LZ) tho Copperhead gunships received intense autcmatic weopens' firc frem
well cawuglaged and fortificd enemy positions. all threc gunships received
nuncrous hits. One runship was forced tc land as a result of scveral hits
frem 2 .50 caliber machinegun positions After the gunship landéd, the encmy
continued to fire (n the downed aireraft.e BExtraction of the aircraft was neces-
sitated. First, 36 ercund troops were insorted ncar the aireraft to sccure it.
Cupperhcad gunships rrovided suppressive fire, while thc rigging crow prepered
the airceraft for extracticne 4An aircraft modificd with the XMp2 system, smoke
screen cquipmint, flew botween the enemy positicns and thc dewned aireraft, and
lai¢ dwmn a sncko ecrcen pricr to bringing in o Chinook, Cli-L7, tc¢ extract the
adrcraft. It wis because of the cffective use of "Smikey" that the -unship
wrg successfully oxtracted,

(e) Combat Operatin of 9 October 1670: C Troop, 16th Air Cavalry support-
ed the 33rd Roginunt, 21lst ARVN Division ¢n an operaticn in An Xuyen Orovince
(CHy  Vi9303). The provicus day an amphibicus landing had bcen madc on -n
igland off the west coast, so that an artillery firc suppert base could be
catablished to support cperstions in the "Hatchet" area (CM: Vilg212).

CONFIDENTIAL
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7 AVBABN-GC 11 Nevember 1570
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lcssins Learned of the 13th Cimbat Aviation
Battalion, for the Period fn’in- 31 Cctcber 1670, RCS CSFOR-05 (i2) (U)

The Dark lorse -ir cavalry packagc's mission was tc scroen u» and dewm the
coast line tu determine if any buildup-of VC cr Vi firees in the arca would
provide a threat to the newl: cstablished fire support busc, On the first

VR a platoen size clement of VC wore disccvercd and engaud by the LGOI Scouts
when they rcecived fire from 2 VC hidin: in a bush. Ec was qvickly climinated
and the LOK's bigan receiving heavy fire from numerous hidden bunkors.  'the
Scouts narked the bunkers -nd the Cobras hit the area with rockcts ~nd 20mm.
Two 1ifts cf ARVN troops were insated and they swept threugh the arc~.  The
result for the day wns eight (8) KBis,

(f) Combet Operaticn f 2) October 1570: C Trcup, 10th Air C-vilry
supp.rted the 33rd Resiment, 21st ARVN Divisicn in o spccial oparaticn north-
weot of Ca Mau, RVIE (CMs VR9520)e The cperatiun was = "Bright Lite" missicn
atterpting to free American Prisoncrs of War (POW's). A Chicu Hei had revenlod
the location of the POW cap. An early opceration was pi-nncc to sweep throuch
the area before the PGS could be evacusted. The operation got under way ot
0630 hours with a VR f the suspacted lecation of the cans. The
initial VR rcsulted in negative findings, but cn the scecond VR the LOII Sc.uts
disecvercd an area that had becn rceecently occupied. Upin further investisation,
a cape and interrcgaticn arca were discovered. An inserticn of troops wes mode
and fresh camp fires were discevered elun; with 100 pounds of documcnts. Morc
cages were found but the area had just been cvacuated pricr tu their arrival.
Four VC were killed by the Scouts in the surrcundin: arca -nd additiin-1l troons
woure inserteds No IOW's werc locntud howewer, and the fricndly troops were
extracted in the afternvon.

he 0} Training:  The 13th Cumbat Aviaticn Battalion ceontinued to sond
cersonnel to variocus schools ~nil ccurscss

1) army Aviaticn Refresher Troining Ciurs.: 10, ‘hu Lod
(2) Ull-l Instructor Pilot Course=: 5, Lonz Binh

{3) OH-584 Instructur Pilet Coursc: 1, Vung T-u

(L) AM-1G Trensition Coursc: 1, Vung Tau

(5) OM-6A Tr-nsition Ccursct L, Vung Tau

6) OK-6A Instructer Pilot Coursc: 2, Vun: Tan

(7) Projecti.nist School: 1, Lun; Binh

i. Morale and Discipline: The number of approved recommendations for
awards received during this reporting period are shown by the types and totals
awarded: Silver Star: 17, Distinguished Flying Cross: 139, Bronze Star: 217,
Air Medal "V': 174, Air Medal: 215, ARCOM "V": 63, ARCOM: 470, Purple
Heart: 17, Bronze Star "V": 11, Soldiers Medal: 12.

(1) During the reporting period the number of approved disciplinary actions
taken under USMJ were:

5
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AVBABN-GC 11 November 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned of the 13th Combat Aviation
Battalion, for the Period Ending 31 October 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)

OFFICERS WARRANT OFFICERS EM
GENERALS 0 0 0
SPECIALS 0 0 7
SUMMARI ES 0 0 0
ARTICLE 15's 2 0 147

(2) The number of personnel that took R & R or leave to various countries
are denoted below:

Australia 69 Taipetl 26 Bangkok 34
Hong Kong 18 Hawaii 96 Tokyo 13

j. (U) safety:

(1) During this period the Battalion flew 34,786 hours and experienced
five (5) major accidents. At the end of October the Battalion had 48,648
cumulative hours which gave it a rate of 14.3 accidents per 100,000 flying
hours for the FY 71,

(2) HHC, 191st AHC, and C Trp, 16th Air Cav did not experience any major
accldents during this period.

(3) The statistics for the period 1 August 1970 to 31 October 1970 are
as follows:

FORCED PRECAUTIONARY FLIGHT

UNIT ACCIDENTS INCIDENTS LANDINGS  LANDINGS HOURS RATE
HHC 0 (0] 0 0 666 0
121 1 1 0 2 3,098 32.4
162 2 1 3 0 7,128 28.0
191 0 4 0 1 6,204 0
221 1 0 0 1 5,260 19.0
33¢ 1 1 2 2 5,099 19.6
c/16 0 0 3 4 7,330 0
TOTAL 5 7 8 10 34,785 41.5

2. (C) Section 2, Lessons Learned: Commander's Observations, Evaluations
and Command Action.

a. (C) Personnel:
(1) Critical MOS Shortages:

(a) Observation: While the battalion strength has significantly in-
creased during the reporting period, critical MOS slots still remain unfilled.

6
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBABN-GC 11 November 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned of the 13th Combat Aviation
Battalion, for the Period Ending 31 October 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

(b) Evaluation: Critical MOS shortages in the field of aircraft
armament and specialized maintenance, both are Wwell below 50% strength, reduce
the effectiveness of a Combat Aviation Battalion.

(c) Recommendations: With the withdrawal of personnel from Vietnam in- |
creasing, it is recormended that a close screening and redistribution be made

of those personnel whose units are redeploying to CONUS.

(d) Command Action: Unit requirements for critical personnel are con-
tinuously monitored and higher headquarters are kept irnformed.

b. 1Intelligence: None
¢. Operations:

(1) Airmobile Operations:

(a) Observation: Many airmobile operations are continued after darkness
due to improper planning.

(b) Evaluation: The primary reason for the operations being extended
after darkness 1s that extractions are not planned until late afternoon and
the ground forces are not prepared to spend the night in the field. The Viet
Cong become much more aggressive when they have darkness to cover their move-
ment to set up ambushes in PZs and LZs. These extractions are almost always
contested which results in air crew casualties and combat damage to aircraft.

(¢) Recommendation: Air mission task force commanders (AMIFC's) and air
mission commanders (AMC's) must plan on the possibility cthat the ground troops
may have to remain overnight, due to inclement weather, maintenance problems
or the combat situation. These contingencies should be thoroughly discussed
during mission briefings.

(d) Command Action: Discussions between aviation commanders and senior
ground force commanders and advisers, with emphasis on beginning extractions of
troops in sufficient time prior to darkness and the necessity of having troops
prepared for overnight operations, have been accomplished. It is constantly
stressed through letters, directives and SOP's to our AMC's that thorough
planning is essential, ]

(2) Use of the EI58R2 CS Canister Cluster:

(a) Observation: The Viet Cong in the Delta have heavily fortified bunkers
and use the art of concealment very effectively. The £158R2 CS Canister Cluster,
utilized correctly, can flush the enemy from his hideaways.

CONFIDENTIAL
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AVBABN-GC 11 November 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned of the 13th Combat Aviation
Battalion, for the Period Ending 31 October 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

/0

(b) Evaluation: The E158R2 CS Canister Cluster is very helpful in pre-
paring LZ's for insertions, driving the enemy into the open during VR's and
providing blocking positi ons during sweeps by ground forces.

(c) Recommendation: A normal supply of E158R2 CS Canister Clusters be
made available to aviation battaliong, and ground commanders be instructed on
their usage.

(d) Command Action: A letter, subject: Air Delivery Procedures for the
E158R2 CS Canister Cluster, dated 2 August 1970 was sent to all units of
this Battalion.

(3) Aircraft Hits:

(a) Observation: There have been many instances where our aircraft have
inadvertently received fire from friendly ARVN elements on the ground. One
LOH (OH-6A) was destroyed and two crewmembers injured as a result of friendly
M-79 fire.

(b) Evaluation: A common technique used 'y ARVN forces upon initial land-
ing in an LZ is a reconnaissance by fire. This fire is often fired in-
discreetly in the air, jeopardizing our gunships and LOH's. The gunships and
LOH's have the capability of providing warning to ground elements and sup-
pressing enemy fire during the critical initial landing phase. The effective-
ness of this capability is being reduced as a result of the measures we must
take to avoid the friendly fire.

(c) Recommendation: ALL U.S. ground advisors must be informed of the
danger to gunships and LOH's, as a result of uncontrolled reconnaissance by
fire and the reduced effectiveness of aerial fire support when protective
measures are taken.

(d) Command Action: All units have been informed to be watchful during
the initial landing phase of a combat assault for the frtendlies' reconnaissance
by fire.

(4) Air Cavalry Operations:

(a) Observation: Our air cavalry troop is often employed in preplanued
insertions rather than insertions based upon intelligence gathered by the
scout elements. Frequently, battalion-sized units are inserted into areas where
light contact has been made when a platoon or company size unit would be an
adequate force for the mission.

CONFIDENTIAL
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//  AVBABN-GC 11 Hovember 1570
SUBJECT: C(perativnal Meport - Lessons Learned of the 13th Combat Aviation
Battalicn, for the Period Encinz 31 Uctcber 1970, RCS CSFOR-CS (.2) (U)

(b) Lvaluaticns The LOH pilot is at a better advantase to cbscrve the
area and any recent or existing activity. Generally, when a LOH pilct hes
made a VR of the areca and has repcrted that an area is not being occupied
by the cnemy, chances of thc ground troops finding any additional intellisgence |
or making contact arc slim. This results in a misuse of munpcwer and hlade
tinc.

(¢) Recommendations Scnior ARVN adviscrs and their countcrparts shiull
ve cncouraged to take full advantane of the LOH's obscrvation capability
and inscrt bascd cn acquired intellizence.

(d) Cormanc Acticn: Airmobilc classes, to includc air cavnlry cmployment,
have bcen aiven to ground comaanders and their U.S. adviscrs in the L2nd TAOR.
A "Back Seat" triiring program is concducted in ccnjuncticn with the 16Lth Cembat
hviaticn Groupe This Program allows for prospective AMTFC's to fly on all
type airmobile operaticns and learn how they should be conducted.

(5) 4Adverse Weather Conditions:

(a) Obscrvaticn: During the reportin: peried weather, in the form of
thunderstorns, luw ceilinzs and rain shcwcre hampercd opcraticns, cspecially
in the latc afterncen.

(») Ivaluaticn: un mony cccasicns cperaticns had t¢ be oxtenled cuc t
tlays fur wecathere This resulted in night cperaticns. In addition lww
coilings resulted in lower altitudcs beins utilized by the packages, thus
7iving more cxposure timc to cnemy fire.,

(¢) Rccormenicticns Weather, especinlly during the 1.ct three months
of the Swuthwast Monsoon, should be hipgh priority considcration in missicn
planning by Loth the AMC and AMTFC, Operatiens should he planncd to terminate
pricr tc darkness, even with ~ woather hcld., Minimunm expoesurc time, beliw
1500 feet, shculd be stressed by ACs. If the ceilinz is too low, the cperaticn
sheuld be cancelled.

(d) Command Action: The S.uthwoest Mensoon Lins been the topic «f dis-
cussicn during the Battalion Menthly Safcty nmcceting for the past f'uw months.
Tha rcsult has Leen negative accidunts cdurin; the reporting period duc t
weather. Company Ccrmanders have stresscd tc their AC's the nucessity to
inclucde weather in their mission pl-nnins,

0. (U) Organizatien: Nonc
e« (U) Trainings Ncnc

f. (C) Logisticas

5
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBABN-GC 11 November 1970 I7
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned of the 13th Combat Aviation
Battalion, for the Period Ending 31 October 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

(1) (C) Shortages of Helicopter Gunships:

(a) Observation: The 191st Assault Helicopter Company was selected to
receive eight (8) UH-1M gunships. Therefors, their UH-1C gunships were re-
assigned to other units. Initially the unit received three (3) UH-1M gun-
ships and was to receive the remaining five (5) UH-1M gunships a short time
later. They still have not arrived. The UH-1M gunship is primarily utilized
for night interdiction missions and cannot be utilized for combat assault
operations.

(b) Evaluation: The 191st Assault Helicopter Company could continue
to have a combat assault capability if four (4) UH-1C gunships were assigned |
to supplement the UH-1M gunships. ]

(c) Recommendation: It is recommended that four (4) UH-1C gunships be
assigned the 191st Assault Helicopter Company.

(d) Command Action: This has been verbally requested to higher head-
quarters.

(2) (U) Engine Failures:

(a) Observation: The greatest cause of accidents during the reporting a
period was engine failures, primarily with the L-13 engines in the 500-900
hour bracket.

(b) Evaluation: The engines seem to be failing internally in the N2 com-
pressor. Accurate daily engine records have not shown any prior warning. The
present solution seems to be the distribution of the L-13B engine with a N2
compressor made of titanium.

(c) Recommendation: The new L-13B engine be distributed as rapidly as
possible,

(d) Command Action: L-13B engines have been requested through supply
channeéls, although it is realized they are in short supply at this time.

(3) (U) Fuel Contamination:

(a) Observation: Fuel contamination at An Thoi, Vi Thanh, and Rach Sot
stagefields continues to be a problem for O-1 aircraft, resulting in one
precautionary landing, one major accident and several rough running engines
during the reporting period.

(b) Evaluation: Although many field expedient methods of fuel filtration
have been tried and fuel samples are taken before and after fuel servicing,
extremely fine rust and dirt particles continue to be found in the fuel which
clog carburetor jets and fuel strainers.
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B AVBABN-GC 11 Noverber 1€70

SUBJECT: Opcrational Report - Lesscns Learnad of the 13th Comb-t Avi-ticn
Battalicn, fcr the Pericd Ending 31 Octuber 1970, RC3 CSFOR-(5 (R2) (U)

(c) Recurmendaticns Uperatiinal fucl scparaters bc n-de avail-ble in the
supply system for distributicn tc 21l atageficlds,

(¢) Ccmnand Acticn:  Additicnal fuel separatcrs ~nd naintcnoncéd support
have been requestede

(L) Replaccement latteries For Survival Racdics:

(1) (V) Observation: Replacement Latterics Pa=1112/U, for UKC-66 survival
radics arc not available through supply channcls,

(b) LEvaluntien: Curruntly, scventy-five per cent of the URS-60 radics
cn hand in this battalion are nencperaticnal due t¢ lack of replacerwnt
hatteries.

(c) Recommendation: Command emphasis should be placed on the procurement
of replacement batteries.

(d) Command Action: Batteries, BA-112/U, continue to be requisitioned
through normal supply channels.

g. (U) Communications: None

h. (U) Material: None

,“:;/////\‘/% ,4~c¥1\—"

L Incl RudEJT s )AKE.I
as L7C, I
Comman lin<
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PFECEDI!G PAGE DLANK-NOT FILMED

AVBACE-C (20 Nov 70) 1st Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons learned, 13th Combat Aviation
Battalion for Period Ending 31 October 1970, tCS CSrull=65 (i) (U)

DA, Headquarters, 164th Combat Aviation Group, APO 96215 20 Noveaber 1970

Department of the iruy, ATIN: ACSFOR
Commanding General, lst aviation Brisade, ATTN: AVBAGC-0, APO 96384

1. (U) The attached 13th CAB ORLL for period endinz 31 October 1970
has becn reviewed by this hcadquarters,

2, (U) The following comments are cade on the report: Para 2, pazes

6 thru 11, conour with comments. [\ L
A
l(/(CCé

& Wt (
L0 £.750UC
Colonel, CE

Commarding
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AVBAGC-0 (20 Nov 70) 24 Ind /6
SUBJECT: erational Report - Lesson Learned, 13th Aviaticn Battalicn
Combat), Period Ending 31 October 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

DA, HEADQUAKTIRS, 1ST AVIATION BRIGAIE, APO 96384 15 DEC 1©70

TOs Oomm.gging General, United Stutes Army Vietnam, ATTNs AVHGS-DST,
APO 96375

Commander-in-Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATTN, GPOP-OT,
APO 96558

(_u)'nm Hoa.d:qunrtcrl has reviewed subject report and concurs with the contents
as indarsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

@&mmw

GENE R. WILLIAMS
CPT, AGC
Asst AG
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AVHDO-DO (11 Nov 70) 3d Ind
SUBJECTs Operational Report - Lessuns Learned of the 13th Cambat Aviation
Battalion, for the Period Ending 31 October 1970, RCS CSPOR-65 (R2) (U)

Headquarters, lhited States Army Vietnam, AP0 San Prancisco 96375 92 4fgs 19N

703 Commander in Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATIN: GPOP-DT,
ARO 96558

1. This Headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned
for the quarterly period ending 31 October 1970 from Headquarters, 13th
Combat Avistion Battalion and comments of indorsing headquarters.

2. Commants follow:

a. Reference ltem concerning "Shortages of Helicopter Gnnships," page
10, paragrsph 2£(1). 1st Aviation Brigade has assigned the number of UH-1C
gunships suthorised. If the 191st AHC has a valid reason for requesting
UH-1C gunships they should address their request to the 1st Aviation Brigade.
No action by USARPAC or DA is recommended. Unit has been so advised.

b. Reference item conoeming "Engine Failures," page 10, paragraph 2f(2).
The TS3-L13B engine is now being issued by AMMC for UH-1H and AH-10 helicopters.
Normal demand replenisiments is expected to change out 250 per month,

¢c. Reference item conocerning "Replacement Batteries For Survival Radios,"
page 11, paragraph 2f(L): noncorncur. BA-1112/U batteries are and have been
in stock at AMMC., AMMC retrograded 8000 BA-1112/U batteries to CONUS in
October snd November 1970 due to lack of demand. No action by USARPAC or
DA is recommended. Unit has been so advised,

FOR THE OOMMANIER:

W

Jlach W Stevens Jr.
Ceptan AGC
Assistant Adjutant General

Cy furn:
1st Avn Bde
13th Awv Bn
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GPOP-DT (11 Nov 70) 4th Iad (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 13th Combat Aviation Battalion for
Period Ending 31 October 1970, RCS CSPOR-65 (R2)
HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Prancisco 96558 ¢4 MAR 1971

TO: Aseistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Depsrtment of the
Amy, Washington, D, C, 20310

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

L.M. OZAK
CPT, AGC
Asst AG
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11 Nuvember 1970

CONFIDENTIAL
Opcrational Report - Lessons Learned of the 13th Combat Avizticn
Battalion for thc Period Ending 31 Octcher 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)
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AVBABN -0C

CONFIDENTIAL

11 November 1¢70

SUBJECTs Operational Report - Lessons learncd of the 13th Combat Aviaticn
Battalion, for thc Period Ending 31 October 1970, RCS CSFOR-6S (R2) (U)
13th Cehbat Aviaticn Battalion Unit Strength breakdown by Unit

OFFICEAS | WARRANT OFFICERS ! ENLISTED TTAL
! p N
UNIT AUTH | ASGD [PAES | UTH| ASQD | PRES | AUTH | 4SGD | TRES | .WUTI} ASaD
1tic 19} 25 | 285 3l n 05 115 {113 [107 (151
13th Scty 1 o] ) 0 0 o2y ] 2aa| 2 25 | 22
52nd QM o] of of of o} o} 6w |[w | ¢
62nd QM 0 0 n 0 0 0 b I | 15 8 [10
) 9{1_63,3 _c_av Trp | 16 19 18 3k 30 30 1216 (217 |29¢ 266 l25¢
121st AHC § 5 s | 10 < 5 U |15 | W 2¢ 2¢
_162m'. AHC 10 | 22 | 22 | 52 | L6 | LL J218 |220 !216 [2086 |268
‘__1915\3 HC 15 22 22 | 51 | L3 L2 218 (237 (231 [288 |[302
221st Utdl A/ | LO 31 2¢ 2 12 12 j1°L |1L4S |18 L6 [192
PR
336th AIC 1¢ 5| s 11|17 |16 {206 | 83 | 7¢ 280 [1ns
TOTAL 130 125 (125 |2792 166 (160 {1113 {1°7h {1ns2 {1453 (1571
L UNIT AT VM | O HAVD
__Ime L 2
i 121st AHC 1 1
| 162nd AKC 8 2
191st AHC 9 i)
221st U A/? 3 1
g{éth AXC 13 13
_C/16th Cav Trp 0 0
T0Tal t 30 27 |
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBABN-GC 11 November 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned of the 13th Combat Aviation
Battalion, for the Period Ending 31 October 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)
MOS Shortages and Civilian Technical Representatives
Shortages MOS Report (50% Strength or Less)
MOS TITLE AUTH ASGD
11B2F Door Gunner 6 3
11D2F Door Gunner 8 4
45A10 Armt Maintenance Rpmn 1 0
45320 Sr Acft Arm Rpmn 16 3
45J40 Sr Acft Army Rpmn Sup 1 0
67A10 Hel Rpmn Appr 42 1 ..
67F20 Apln Tech Insp 3 1
67N2F Crew Chief 70 41
67W2F Hel Tech Insp 2 0
68A10 Acft Eng Rpmn 6 0
68D 20 Acft Pwr Trn Rpmn 3 1
68E20 Acft R/P Rpmn 10 6
68G30 Airframe Rpmn 4 1
70A10 Clerk 10 3
71H30 Personnel Spec 4 1
71P50 Flight Opns Sgt 1 0
76A10 Unit Supply Clerk 14 7
94A10 Cooks Helper 4 0
96B50 Intelligence 1 0
Civilian Technical Representatives
UNIT ASSIGNED
HHC, 13th CAB 0
121st AHC 0
162nd AHC 2
191st AHC 1
221st Util A/P 0
336th AHC (0]
C Trp, 16th Air Cav 0
Incl 2
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBABN-GC

11 November 1970

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned of the 13th Combat Aviation

Battalion, for the Period Ending 31 October 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

13th Combat Aviation Battalion Operational Results
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