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SUBJECT: Operztioral Report - Lessons Learned, 34 8quadron, 17th iir
Cavalry, Period Ending 31 October 171, KC8 CSPOM5?R3) (0)

SEE DISTRIBUTIQN

SECTION 1

1.(U) MISSION: There has been no crange in the unit!s mission during
tha reporting period.

-

1 October 1671 when the 334th Lvietion Compeny (Lttack Helisopter) was

2,{T) ORGLNIZ.TION: The orgrnizetion of the unit wes changed on
’ resssgigned to the 145th Combet .viation Dattalion (see Inel 15.

3.(FOUO) PERSONIELs Following is the command group and principal
staff as of 31 October 1971 with changes during the reporting veriods

SQIN €O 8 oKL J, HGLLLND
on 30 Oot 71,
Repleced MeJ JAMES R, RLFFERTY
- ;- .
SN X0 Replaced MiJ JI}Ni.IE S, PORD
on 30 Sep M.
CPT JOKN R. JOHNSTON JR 8-1 B . XENDRICK
n 20 Sep 71.

Mo JDOGE 8, JORD SQN X0

MiJ & « B

CPT ROBERT J, COPEN S-2 Replaced CPT G.PY R.COTT
CPT DENNIS W, MoCLELLAN 3-3 Replaced MuJ BIDGH X, RUL
I I - - o 7.
MaJ RICHLRD 4. CHILCOLT S-3 Replaced CPT DEN I™ W, MoCLELL/N
PT s M, SMITH -4 Ra CPT ELRL ED)NCIDSON
| on 36 Jul 71,
l
’ DAFD-OTT
el _CONFIDENTIAL downcesde AT RVALS;
L | DECLASSIACE AFTER 12 VEARS.
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Subjects Operational Report-Lessons Learned, 3¢ Squadron, 17 iir Cavalry
Period Ending 31 October %71, RCS CSFOR-65(R3)(U)

CPT JOHN B, LLDEN

CPT JON ), SHIFFER

CPT JOEL M, /[NDRES

CPT FELIX T, GUTIERREZ

CPT ROBERT R, RICB

}iJ RICHLRD 4, CHITZN.T

}aoJ FREDERICK L, ROSC

CPT JJMES W, BECK

CPT RICH..RD &L, BELL

CPT FELIX T, GUTIERREZ

- ’

TC:

MaJ MLTTHEW M. McGUIRE

CPT WILLI.M R, ST.LUFFER

SQDN MLINT Replaced CPT WILLL.M B, KELLOGG
SQDN MAINT Replaced CYT JOHN B, LLDEN
SURGEMN ace NIEL G, BLKER

n 29 Oct 71,

HHT CO laced C OHN W, COZLRY
on 30 Sep 71,

A Trp CO Replaced MeJ DAVID B, RUSSZLL
n 18 Jun 71,
n 30 Mi’y 7.

3Trp 0 Replaced M.J RICHLRD 4.OHIIEQLT”
on 14 Oct 74,
T .
FTomp 62 acpl <od MAJ THOMLS HAMILTON T
on 17 Jun 710
F Trp CO Repl.ced 707 RUCLLRD 4 BELL
on 11 Jul 7,
F Trp CO Repl ccd CPT FALIX T GUTIERREZ

- s 7

334th 4ivn Co Unit reussigned 1 Oct 7.
co No chanun,

934 Med Det  Replicod 7T JCFU M JNDRES

(2)
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Subject: Operational Report-lessong Learned, 3d Squadron, 17th Ajr
Cavalry, Feriog Ending 31 October 1971, RO CSFOR-65(R3) (1)

4e(C) UNIT STRENGTH Following is the authordzed ang present for
duty strensth of the unit as of 31 Oetober 1971,

a, Military
OFFIGERS WARRENT OFFICERS ENLISTED

Auth P/Duty Auth P/Dutyr Auth  P/Duty

HPT 24 32 7 6 181 133
A3/17T 18 2, 3 13 182 150

B 3/17 18 23 3 19 182 144

D 3/17 5 4 0 0 127 53

F/4 16 26 34 16 216 168
93 MDD 1. _1. o Q & 5

TOTAL 8 110 103 54 896 653

b, Civi‘ian

URIT Co VN L NATL CONSTRUCTIQ H
EHT 00 6 4 o0 o 0 0 0 o
AT C 0 & 4 o0 o0 0 3 0 0
B Trp C 0 6 3 o o 0 2 0 0
D Trp 60 6 5 o0 o 0 o0 0 0
F Trp 00 6 1 o o 0 2 6 0
93D 1ED 808 ¢ ¢ 9 9 0 2 0
SQDN TOTAL © 0 30 17 o0 o 0 0 o

(3)




LVBLUY-0C
_8:? oots Operatioml Report-leesons Learied, 3d Squadron, 17th Lir Cavalry
od Ending 31 Ootober 1971, PC§ CIRR-K5(A3)(U)

5. (0} LIFCRAFT:s Pollowing is the number of airsreft authorisod
. -end on hand as of 31 October 1971,
UB..1H LH-1G OH-64
. AUTH OH LUTH OH LUTE O
T 7 5 0 0 O 0
& 3/ 8 8 9 9 10 10
3 3/ ¢ 8 9 9 0 9
v L8 210 2 9
TOTAL 31 29 27 28 29 28

é, {6)- RESULTS OF OPER.TICNS: While flying 62,379 sorties, tha
8quadron lifted 43.447 troops, 253 tcne of cargo, and was credited
with 345 enemy kill:3, P63 structurcs destroyed, and 35 Jampans

: destroyed, This was al & miterial ocost of 1] Alrcraft lost and &6
airereft damegod (seo Iacl 2 & 3j.

7. {6) OPERLTION.L REPORT:

8, ST: .

(1) “The 3d Squadron, 17th Air Cavnlry area of operations (L0)
consisted of thc western portion of lllitery Region I1I and scuth-
eastorn Cambodia, It included the Bong Be River, Saigon, Smw), Krek.
the Chup Rubter Plantation, and the Parrots Besk. The Squsdron opersted
as a reinforced iir Cavalry Squedron consistir: of A Troepy B Troop;

F Troop, 4bh US Cavalry; Lir Cavalry Troop, 11th Armor:d Cavalry Regziuent
(OFCON); 334ta Lvistion Compeny (Attack Helicopter); and D Troop, tho
Squadron's grovnd Cavelry Troop. The unit was enployec in support of
4RVN III Corps with ths troops oricnted in the 40's of ike J{R. f8tr,

end 25th ARVN Divisions, 4dditionelly, troops vcrked for the Capital
Military District and the ARWN .Lirbore Bivision. =

(2) During May, & Troop sup-orted the 8th ARW Regimenl operating
in the viecinity of Snuwol, Cembodia. Thoy supporied the 3d ARW Cevaley
Brigede during the first few deys of June ami thun cupported the 9tk
} ARWN Reglment in the area between Quan Loi tnd tho border, the Song

Bo River, and the Flatiren, On 21 Jume, & Troop mov.d fram Quan Loj.
to Lai Khe, Later, they provided dircct support £or tre 8th ARW
\ Regimont and the 34 LRWN Lirborne Brigude in the Faouc Vish AD in trn
vostoyn part of War Zope *D" and SR~-5, The troop was empleved in
locuﬂi\.;y operations around Seigon during Ssptember and inm eerly Cetobws,
\ 4
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Subjects Operational Report-lessons Learned, 34 Squadren, 17th Lir
Cavelry, Period Ending 31 October 1071, RS CBFOR-65(R3)(U)

they performed missions in the Parrots Beak, ingdls Wing, Pinocapple
Koy Hole, and areas north end south of Saigon. 4 Troop also supvo:
th: 9th LRVN Regiment thru Qctober in the Saddle area elong the
RVN-Cambodian border,

(3) B Troop supported the 5th .RVN Division during May,
On 20 Mey, the troop's forward elements retwrned to Phu Loi from
Quan Loi. B Tyoop then worked for the 25th LRWN Division, Oepital
Military District, end the 18th LRVN Division. In October, B Troop
supported the [RWN Lirbornc Division and III Corps in operations
around Tey Ninh Province.

(4) During tho reporting period, F Troop, 4th US Cavalry was
located at Lai Khe and provided visurl reconnaissance support for the
6th Ranger Group, the 25th LRW Division, the 5th ARVN Division, the
LRVN Lirbornc Division, and Binh Duong Province Regional Forces,
idditionally, the troop performed special missions for Third Reglonal
Ldvisory Commend,

(5) Between 1 Mey end 31 October, the 4ir Cavalry Troop, 11th
drmored Cavelry Regiment, wes under operational control of tho 34
Squadron, 17th 4ir Cavalry., They flow in direct support of tho three
LRVN Divisions in III Corps, end their parent ergmnisetion, the 2d
Souadron, 11th Lriored Cavelry Regimpnt. The Lir Cavalry Troop
conducted migsions in support of the reginemt in and around the Ho Bo
Woods, Doi Loi Wocds, end the arca bordering Highway QL1 from Cu Chi
to Go Deu He, During the roporting poriod, the troop relocated twiee)
on 3 Lugust, they moved from Tey Ninh West to Cemp Frensil Jones :=nd
on 25 Lugust, they moved from Camp Frenszil Jones to Phu loi,

(6) Proa 1 May to 30 September, the 334th aviation Comncny
(Ltteck Helicopter) was assigned to ths Squadron end conducted missions
in general support of Third Regionel iLdvisory Command end Military
Region III. La an ettack helicopter unit, their role was primerily
providing gunship support throughout the III Corps 40, On 1 October;
the 33,th was rezssigned to the 145th Lviation Bettalion,

(7) TFrom 1 Moy until 28 July, D Tronp wes \nder operationel
ocontrol of 3d Brig=de, 13t Cavelry Division end locited 8% RB Mzace,
Their missions were primarily convoy security, end mounted and dis.
mounted partols. On 28 July, the troon relocated to Lai Khe whero their
priwry mdssion was to strengthen the security of lei Khe Base Caup,

(8) During this reporting period, there were two high points
of signifioant enemy activity, The first wes the Battle of Snoul,
Ceutodie, vhich occurred the end of May and the first deys of June,

In this ettlc, dcnd B Troops, cnd the 334th provided asrial support
for ARWN forces engaging elemonts of three VC/NVL divisions, The
seoond high ppint, the Battle of Krek, Carbodia, end Tay Ninh Provinoce,
oceurred from 26 Septenber uniil the and of the reporting period on

31 Ootober,

(5)

~CONFIDENTIAL
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Subjects Operstional Repori-lessons Leerned, 3d Squodron, 17th Air
Cavelry, Period Ending 31 Ocuvober 1571. RCS CSPOR=65(R)(U)

On this occassion, B, F, cnd the 11 ACT provided Lir Cavalry support
for ~n LRVN task force engaging two eneny Jdivieions. In eech of those
two battles, air cavalry cperctions conductcd by 3d Squedron, 17th Air
Cavelry produced significant and decisive results while in support of
LRVN ground forces,

b, Significant ictivitiess
(1) 4 Troops

(a) 2 May 71 - XU368274, XU3332%6, XU3,1248 ~ 8th LRW Regt,
4 Troop guns destroyed 4 sempans while performing & river recon, Later,
the team cauc upon 3 more senpens and destroyed thom, One individual
wes sighted and engaged, but a BDL could only produce his clothcs,

(b) 7 Mey 71 - XU59434 = Bth LRW Regt, While in direct
sunport of an 8th LRVN Regiment contect the scout received ground to
cir fire with ncgetive hits or injurics oceuring, & Troop was credited
with 20 KBH's,

(e) 10 May 71 = XULBTL58 - 8th LRVN Regt. The scout spotted
one individurl, the gun engaged, Resultss 1 KBH, 3 cows killed, 2
c:rts destroyed,

(a) 12 May 71 - XU528991 - Bth LRWN Regt, The scout ocame
across five huts and Lunkers with durl entrances, activity was within
the lcst 15 minutes, the scout reconned by fire, Returning to the
aree, the scout found blood steins on e tres with a pool of blood ot
it's brse, Results: Seout eredited with 1 KBH,

(e) 18 Moy 71 -« XU328233 « Bth LRVN Rogt, The scout found
5 NVi. soldiers in fighting positions., The gun engcgod, Resultas
fun crcdited with 3 KBH and 2 huts destroyed,

(£) 20 May 71 - 8th /RW Regt. The scout received groumd
to 2ir fire from a 30 crl, position, The low bird sustsined negative
hits or injuries, -n airstrike was put in on the position. XU&T8445

'8) 25 Mey 71 - XU479399 - 8th LRW Regt, While on »
rceonneissnnce 1dssion, the scout siotted 3 packs on e ireil, 4lso
soyotted on the trcil wes en individurl #nd enother two indivicucls 4n
the bushes beside the treil, The scout came under ground to cir fire,
The gun engeged. Resultst the gun wes credited with 2 KBH,

() 26 May 71 - XU560350, XU552335 - 8th LRVN Regt, In direct
cup ort of an 8th LRVN Regimont contact, the Cobre on atction wes on
s gun rum end roceived 51 caliber ground to 2ir fire, One round hit the
main rotor blade, ancthor contaet vas suparted 2nd agein the Cebrg eang
under ground to eir fire, but hed negetive hits or injwries,

(o)
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8ubjects Operational Report-Lessons Lecrned, 3d Squadron, 17th 4ir
Cavalry, Period Ending 31 October 19M. RCS CSFOR~65(RY(U)

(1) 27 May 71 = & Troop DS to the 8th LRWN Reginemt,

Tho following ground to cir firings occured during the days

XU684264 UH~-1H 51 Cal, NEG H/X
XU68L264, UH~1H 51 Cal, X2Q H/I
XU589379 UH=1H 30 Cal, NEG H/I
XU576353 OH-584, LH=1G, UH-1H 51Cal, NEG H/T
IU539380 UH-1H 51 Cal, NEG H/I
0576353 UH=1H 51 Cal, NEG H/I
10589380 OH-584 30 & 51 Cal, NEG H/T
V661289 OH-584 51 Cal, Neg H/T

4% 1630 hours, an OH~-584 was returning to home bease whan it received
hoavy ground to air fire, The ahip explodsd twenty feet from the
ground, Pllot and observer were declered MI., later chanded to KILi,

(3) 28 May 71 « 05,8313 - 8th LRW Regt, While the Cobre
wes exponding on an NVL Battalion in the open, he roceived graind to
oir fire, Firing ceme £rom a 51 Cal. position end 9 othor lighter
avtonetic wea ons positions, There were negetive hits or injuries.

(k) 29 May 71 - Bth ARWN Regt, Ground to eir fire was
very mrovelont during the dey, 411 ships in the teem receivad grownd
to air fire as did the asaisting organic Cobrzs from the 334th ANC
end TLC LIR while putting in follosup ¢ ir strikes, JLir strikes were
utiliged against enemy buildups found by L Troop Pink Teens,

(1) 30 May 71 = XU651277 = 34 LRVN Cuvelry Bde. The seout
took ground to e2ir fire rosulting in 4 hits, The ship vas londed at
Mire Sup ort Brse Heymaker with negative injuries occuring, While
supnorting two T,1,C.'s all three aircreft egein ceme under hecvy 2uto=
natic weapons fire, In the evening, A Troop 1lift ships were usec to
nediveo 19 LRVN's from Fire Support Beso Hev.akor,

(z) 31 May 71 = XU660270, XUGL5285, XU661266 = 3d LRWN
Cevelry Bde, 4 Troop sup-orted LRVN troops in three T,I.C.'s in the
norning and in the efternoon, observid TAC LIR destroying abendoned
Firo Su, ort Beses cnd crippled vehicles, There were two more gromnd
to eir fire incidents wvith %Y oul, positions. & Troop 1if% ships wore
cgoin used a3 nedivac ships &n the lete afternocon, medivecing 80 LRVN's
from Fire Support Bese Heym-kor,

(n) 1 June 71 - XU650285, XU388Y74 - 34 LRVX Oawvalry Bde,
In the morning, & Troop supportec a smell T.1.C, north of FSB Heymaker,
In the late cfterncon a VR toam obaerved & 155mm Hovitser towed by a
truck, Later the tcan ocbserved 2 105's bLulng towed to e hamlet, 411
guns were in good condition, (1)
7
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Subj;r::t: Operctional Report-Lessons Leerned, 3d Squadron, 17th Alr
Cavalry, Period Ending 31 October 1971, RCS CSFOR=65 (MS(U)

(o) 9 July 71 = XUB12271 - 9th ARWN Regt. 4 Troop scart
found 5 individuals in the open., The gun engegsd elong with ARA 2nd
Artillery, Results:s 2 KBH's credited to & Troop.

(p) 24 July 71 - XU730333 - 9th ARW Regh, While porforming
@& VR mission in Cembodia, the scout took ground to sir fire., The
eirereft went into a spin and crashed into the tiiek triple conopy jungle,
stte:nts were futile at insert-ng the Browns. The nedic wag finally
repelled into the area and was only atle to recover the wounded pilot,
The two crewmembers, having been confirmod dead, were left 2t the oresh
gite due to intense enemy activity in the area, Two days later qn attempt
wes nede to recover the bodies, but the aireraft hod been tampered with
en¢ the bodies could not be located,

(@) 27 Jwly 71 = XT7737 - 9th LRW Regt. & Troop revetnent
orea at Lai Khe Base Comp wes probed by 6 seppers during the early
sorning hours, Resultss 2 All-1G, 2 OHGL zircreft totelly destroyed.

Two US wounced,

(r) 6 September 7. - YTU47313 - 3d ARW 4irborne Bde.
4L Troop Pink Teems found 40 bunkers in an ares south of Phouo Vinh,
The gun eng~ged, Results: Gun credited with 1 KBH outside of bunker,
Llso five bunkers destroyed,

{8) 9 September 71 - 3d LRWN Lirborns Bde. & Troop sunported
a2 T I.Co for the 3d ARW .vn Pde. Results:t 3 Bunkers destroyed, 1 KBH,

(t) 15 Septenber 71 =~ XT377093 -~ Kau Neghia Province, While
porforming @ VR the Crew Chief of an OH~6A threw & wihite phosphorous
grenade from the beck seat, The grenade went off preueturely cnd sproyed
tho inside of thr eirerift, Resultss 2 US wounded, 1 US “ead.

(u) 21 Seotember 71 -~ XT929332 - Capitol Military District
(Cha Uung Jungle) 4 Troop perforned e special mission for the Capital
Militory District in the Che Dung Jungle, 8ix individuals were spotted
with n-cks c°d helmets, The fun engaped, Resultss 2 VO K7H,

(v) 22 Sentember 71 - Capital Militery District (Xeoyhols)

Ta.: low bird, while perloridng aerial riconnrisscnce, received ground
to rir fire from four diffe -ent positions, Results: 1 OH-8A 17 hite,
1 US WIA, 1 LH=1G neget.vo hits or injurics, gun destroyed 3 burkers
rnd 1 s,

(w) 1 October 71 - XS939943 - Cepital Military Distriot
(Koyhole) The low bird, while on & VR rdasicn receivec ground to eir
fire, The run engaged the nositions with negetive roadout, U8
C- swltiess 1 US WIA, 1 OHx6h 10 hits,

(3)
~CONFIDENTIAL-
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Subjects Operstionel Report-Lessons Learned, 3d Squadron, 17th Lir
Cavelry, Period Ending 31 October 1571, KRGS CSFCR=63(R3) tU)

(x) 6 October 71, = X3998461 = Bk LRV Regt, While
performing eeriel reconneissence, an & Troop CH~&L took yround to eir
fire, Resultas 6 hits to the airereft, 1 US WIA.

(¥) 13 Octobsr 71 - XT87R440 - Bth LRVN Regt, 4n & Troop
light fire tean supported an 8th LRVN Regiment conteot and was oredited
with 3 KBH'a, Later in tho cay, the Cobra took ground to air fire esd
ex'ended on thec aree, 4L FDL was performed by the soout producing ons
KBH on a treil end another KBH wes found after folloiing & blood trell
100 meters,

(8) 14 October 71 = XT878445 - 8th LRVN Regt., & Troop
supported an 8th .RVN Regiment contact agein, Due to meintenance, only
one Cobre was bounced, The Troop wes oredited with 4 KHl during it's
support,

(aa) 22 October 71 = XT6X429 ~ Bth LRVN Regp. The & Troop
Pink Team on station, located 50 individucls digging bunkers and
fighting positions., The scout received ground to air fire susteining
ons hit, The gun engaged the target, Negetive HDA wes perfomred,

(bb) 23 October 71 = 8th ARWN Regt, 4 Troop inserted the
Lero=Iifle Platoon for groun’ reconneissance of the erea engr zed on
22 October 1671, In the wet LZ, one individual had to be pulled out
of the water, after welking into a bomb creter, end nediveeed to the
24th EVLC with weter in his lungs, 4nother indivicuel wes then dotermined
to bo missing and a search of the LZ proved to be fruitless, The LRP's
vero extracted,

(cc) 24 Ootober 71 = XT632430 - 8%h LRVN Regt. i Troop
inserted the Brown's, 4RP's, #nd two NAVY divers, The divers located
tho body of tle miseing Lero Rifle Pletoon member within 10 ninutes,
The hody wes axtrocted with the 4LRe's,

(2) B Trocps
(2) 1 My 1971 = 19 ¥ay 1971 %th LXVN Divisions

(1 1Mey M - IU755275, Soout found 5 uts 10 x 20
vith cooking equimant, Severcl erticles of oclothing end bleck PJ's,
Lotivity an the area wes 2 howrs ol, Gun engeged with organics and
dostroycd 1 hut end denrged 4 huts, destroyed 1 bunieer and danapgsc 4
buniceers,

(2) 2 May 71 = XUGE3204. Low bird took ground to eip

fire from LX=47, FEigh birc also took ground to aiy fire at the sane
loottion, the low bird tcok ground to air fire for the second tinme,

(9)
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Subjects Operational Report-lessons Lerrned, 3d Squadron, 17th idr
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Blue Mex w-s celled in ¢nd Lounced second Pink Team to locations <11
three teens exwended, 4rtillery was recucsted into cree that night
«nd agein the next day, There was mcgative rerdout on the HDL,

(3) 4 Moy 71 - XUSS2440. Scout obscrved 80 woter
buffelo with peck arks, :ngaged end destroved 22, &t XU563339 tho
VN LNO reportcd a T.I1,C. Gun engaged the aree on resucst of LNO, with
negative rcadout, LNO also reported FSL Snuol under iortar att.ck,

(L) 6 May 71 - XU015620, Scout found 1 mort~r wosition
(nogative weepnn), Scout engrpcd and destroyed the ~osition with
or, rnics. 4t XT840939 the scout swotied 1 dam 6 ft, long, 2 ft, wide,
one, 2 ft, high, The dem wos engeeed end destroycd with org-ries,

(53) 7 May 71 - XU7T19246. Low bire took groun’ to cir
fire, ep,roxiitely € run’s of 4K-47. Bird enger. * with orgonics,
necctive results,

(6) & My 71 - XUL601, EDi of airstrikes 35 'aniers
destrored, size 4x4 to 1x15, 16 huts 10x10 to 30x3C cestrerc”, 10 huts
30x30 with ¢ ncrcete wallsg destrorcod,

() 10 Mey 71 - XU66R4E, Inserted Erowns (LZ Groen)
% 1238 howrs, Extroetod ot 1440 hours, Browns foun® 30 bunlors
3x6 with 50% overhe:? ccver, 5 huts 5x10, 1 eftine tuble, meze of tredls,
an” cetivity in th sren v o 2«4 hours cld,

(8 11 May 71 - XU425047, Scout spotted 120 uen,
wonten, ¢n’ ¢ il ren walking on trall, some apreerc te be nid’lc age
ncles, ..ppeercd to be mijisting fron villege ot XU435032 movin north-
west, &t XU430138 the sccut spotted 1 hut 28x30 with iwultisl: rooas
.rda tin roof, 1 Militur; ogid rele ovrled into hut, Scout .'ro wooed
s oo to tack and hut coov R fire with 3 seccn’spy exslosicas. Stotug
of inCividual unknown, pesszibly Cie’ in fire . nd exnlcsions, 4t XU420190
ti scout cobserve” 2 men, 1 riding Bon’a pulling ox cart with 1 300
poud’ teg <f rice, an’ 5 bigs of 10 noun’s exch, The othe: inivilual
w.s on & bicycle with nwerous begs of rice, Seout cngeped vith orgzniecs,
ell vehicles dertrcycd, Unntle to locate bn'ies of incivi‘u-ls,

(2) 13 Moy 71« XUT32275, Spotte’ 25 bunkers 6x12,
12 huts 8x1C, erticl. s «f clotiing thrrughout ~ree, Llso spottes 35-40
in“ivicduels, eagercd with orsrrics resulting in 4 KBH's == further
read out of wction -- 6 KBH's for Brave Troop, 1 KR for Blue Max,
2 Bunkers rn? 2 huts ccstroyecd by eir strike, BDL of cirstrike ot
XU7352753 5 huts destroyed, 2 bunkers, 2 tebles “ostrcyed. 1 Hut
8x10 with 1 irdividurl eveling insi-'e, engege! and partielly Jostrc ot
hut, Low bird snottec blocd treil. Individuel foun” on streitclher
cear at XU735275,

(10)
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Cavelry, Ferso? Ending 31 October 1971, HCB CIPFOR-65 (R3$(U)

(10) 17 May 71 - XU46056D, 1 VO KBH,
(11) 1S May 71 - XU588325. 1 VC KBH and 2 WC pro’ables,
(b) "20 Mey 71 = 31 May 71. 25th LRV Division.

(1) 20 Moy 71 - WT548646. Lowbird took iK=47 ground
to oir fire, with ncgetive hitsy Cobre engugec, negrtive reecout,
«t WT609612 Lowbird took ground to rir fire. 1 Indivicdwel cvaced into
hut, Gunships engrge! hut with rosults of 2 KEH's, 3 NVL KiH's at
WT607629 - WT607627.

(2) 21 May 71 - WT636602, Spotted 2 individucls, 1
with LK=47, Gunship expendec with ncgative rcadout, Spotted et
WT636602 SO to 6C bunkers, 50 to 60 fighting positions, BEngagec 1
indivicual with &K-47, with negative #ocdout, 10 Huts end 3000 pounds
of rice costr yo at XT645995,

(3) 25 May 71 - WT608518 = 2 WC KEH's, WT492648 ~ 2
huts destrored.

(&) 27 Mey 71 = XU542308 ~ 2 VO KEi's, XUS{3307 = 1
nortar destruyed,

(¢) 1 June = 15 June 71, 5th .RVN Divisioms
(1) 7 June 71 - XT285616, Frien’ly unit & oushed,
5 Cobres oxpendc” «n’ 1 section of Blue Mex. 4«lso provided dusteoff
far 3 JRW =nd 1 US acdviscr WIbta,
(2) 14 June 71 = WT655444e 1 VC KBH ¢nd 4=5 prodelles,
(¢) 16 Junc = 15 June. Specicl covor -dssion Saigon arce,
(e) 20 June 71 = 2 Lugust 71, 25th LRVWN Divisions
(1) 23 June 71 - XT902255., Lowbir< took ground to
oir fire fron &K-47, with aproximately 4C rounds :nd negative hits,
Enz eert wit! crgonics with nogetive recrout, Spotted 1 bunker 10x15
use lest 2 hours et XT902255, BEngege bunker blowing top off, Inaice
wvos 1 roll of Jctenrting fuse, 1 radio, 2 bolies, end 1 175m round,
211 aortinlly Jestmoyed,
(2) 6 July 71 - XT652405. Seout obsorved wreck-ge of

UH=1H showing negative ectivit-, Sccut spotted at XU4L35036 2 100 bunker
cciaviex showing heevy rccent activity,

(11)
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Subject: Operational Report-Lessons Leearned, 34 Squecron, 17th Alr
Cavelry, Period Ending 31 Gctobey 1971, RC8 C8TOR-65 (R3)(U)

o B A

, (1)) 70y 7 - IT636301, Scout observed wreckage ‘
of 2 CHefb's, 4t tho seme grid Low bird tock ground to eir fire '
sustaining 5§ hits fron &K=47, the pilot wag listcd ag WILA from e minop

shrannel wound in'leg, Gobra engege? the area with nogative results,

(&) 1130y 71 - 1934303, Scout spottod Hondr lying
in weeds. Seccut r:eonned by fire resulting in 1 Honde destroyed,

() 1wy mn. IT329949. Low bird tock ground to

nir fire of 30 to 40 rounds of aKe4?7, Liroraft took 5 hits, gunship
oxanfled with nepctive results,

(& 17y 7 - XT4388, Scout spotted larce bunker
canplex/base cemp apea with two kilometer radius. Hunreds of unkers
wore spotted :long with such things as bulldings with 'ote) roofs, elothing
gnd beck packs, 4T XT5169 the scout spotted numcroug bunkers, fighting

bPositions, blue wpiforms spread out on the ground, end severcl weejons
doying arcund on top of bunkers,

(2) 25 Jwly 71 - XU4606 EDL of tacticel eirstrike
in thc Msh Hook reverlee roletively light demege to onony foollities
in the cren, dctivity he? beon reocentei0stly within 24 hours,

(8) 28 July 71 - wrr71401, Gunshive engrged VC/NVL
in the open =nd were credite! with 40 oonfirmed KBH's and 1 WEH,

(£) 3 Lugust - 28 September 1571, 18th LRVN Divigion,

(1) 6 wugust 71 - WT8290, 4 significcnt built-up cren
w.s uncovered which included 50 tuilcings renging dn sise fran 10x10

to 1025, 4lso 50 to 100 bunkers, sc'ie as large 16 10x60 were observed,

Thc epee showed hocvy recont ectivity, .Jica engoge with or “nios;
nuwierous srell fires were ignite’, US artillery wus orought into area,

(8 7 dugust 71 - WU983100, Extraetcd 4 LRRP's,
one of which wes wounded,

(2) 7 Lugust 71 - w098511g, Insarted Browns o loecte
mdeaing LRRP petrcl ler cr, (L2 Green) Lt WU992118 extrectud browns
with nepetive results, 1 Hut weg Gestroyecd at WT822907,

(4) 12 Lugust 71 - WI965740. 1 Bunkor destroyed,
Lt WTG470 scout obscyved necy builiing, bunkers, fighting positions,
old comploxos boing occupded, sevorzl NV. unifoyms hanging in troes,
cooking utonsils, ani:nl pens (corrals), and construction metoriel,
8ovors1 bunkers 15x20, reinforeced with sonbags were 0lso spottcd, &4t
WI9669 scout obscrvee numcrous docking eites, an sevorel large sa'ipans,
one 75 ft, long boet wes docked tlong rivey,
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Subjocts Opereticnel Report-Lessons Learned, 3@ Squadron, 17th Air
Cavelyy, Poeriod Ending 31 Octob~~ 1971, RCS CSFOR-65 (1135(0)

(3 15 iuvgust 71 - XU203147. Both high «nd low Lixd
took ground to ~ir fire, No hits or injuries,

(6) 19 dugust 71 = WU03S149. Lowbird took grownd to
air fire, ncgetive hitse 1 NVi in uniforn wes spotted evading aree,
. 4 Hut wes dostroyed on sare grid, ..

(7) 16 Lugust 71 = WIS55725, 5 Bamboo coges 4xAXT feet,
It wes speculated that these cages were used for purposes of Cetaining
humer beings - moybe POW's, Hewvy recent cotivity in erca, Ceges gone
en 18 Lugust,

(8) 21 iugust 71 - XU375490. HDA of B52 strikec resulted
in negitive demnga,

(9) 25 .ugust 71 - XU345336. BDL of B52 strike rosulted
in nogetive significent fincings,

27 Lugust 71 » WI786635. 2 Individuals weie
snatched and teken to 18th Division CP. The indivicuels wero ecting
suspicious, riding bicyclos, wecring bl-ck =nt? purple PJ's, hed crow
cuts, and rmap with markings on it, Initicl rerdout wes thet they vere
corvunist Ccubedicns,

(11) 28 iugust 71 « WT684866, 4 Individwls wore smatched
while riding.bicycles lo.ded wd th packs a2n? bundles, Inforzetion grined
fron the deteinces wos not significant; they wore roturned to the swue
area 2 deys liter,

(12) 2 Soptember 71, Spotted sigmiftcant snemy activity
in arce of the nock ¢f thc Dog's Hea' lerge size bunkers, huts, evi-
Gence of new ccnstruction, clothing, concertine wire, and recont treil
activity,

(13) 4 September 71 - WI943740 to WI943746, & EHDL
of BS2 strike revealed 12 bunkers cnc 10 fighting positions were
cestroyed, 1 bulliing fremg partinlly destroyed. .Llso uncovere! wore
uniforms, cooking utensils, anf! other bunkers an?' fighting positions,

(14) 6 September T1 « WIGRE778, WT916780, WT913782,
and WT915188. Spotted nwiorous bunkers, treil activity an buildings,

(15) 9 September 71 = XT051347, 4 Individuels wore
snatched and tekun to the 65th Rengor Bettelion whore thoy gove information
relating to Y olomonts moving ecatwar? aleng Higlway 241 townris the
Stroight Bdge Woods (vicinity XT1536).

(13)
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Subjocts Oporational Report-Lessons Lecrned, 3d Squadrons 17%h dir

Cevalry, Poriod Ending 31 October 1971, RCS CSFOR-65 (R3)(U)

(16) 11 September 71 ~ WT793509, Snatch mdsalon was
executed after spotting 2 individwels evading v th weapong, 1 escaped
end the other wes detcined end interrogeted, It wes ’etorminec thet

he was Chinese and ecuitted ncthing eoncerning militery activitios.
He maintained that he was a nerchant,

(12) 13 September 71 - WT967498, Browns were insertod
to perform ground reccnnaissance in an enery croa. Low bird scouting
choad tock ground to «ir fire resulting in 8 hits on the aircreft ond
the pllot kdlled, The obsorvor flew the cirercft beck te Tzy Ninh,

The QRF was insertcd iimecdietely, linkedeup with thc Browns, end a

sweep of the ares was nmade., 4 small couplex was locoted, @ nuiber of
nortar rouncs, and small erms amaunition were locatod and destroyed,

¢nd 3 B claynore mines were captured, The ' rec was also heavily booby
trapped. Thore were five or six locations frem which groun? to vir

fire was roceived tc inclucde possible ,30 celiber, During the extraction
of tho Browns and QRF, the LZ wes red on both 1lifts (nc hits, no injuries),
Tho operetion took placc over e five hour pericd. 4t XT987492 1 bunker
wos destroyod, At XT968452 3 huts were Cestroycd,

(18) 14 Septenber 71 « XT170370, While workdnz the
Stroight E'ge Weols & bunker ccuplex (75-100 bunkers) wes located showing
signs of fresh cctivity, The bunkers h d boen congtructed 2 long tine
age but were neinteined,

(18) 15 Septo:ber 71 = WIS650, The 65th Rngor Bottelicn
cornducted a lorge seile cpercticn inte the 13 Soptenber contoct aroc,
Tho operction wrs n twe doy sweep of the zree. ool proved to b vory
successful, 5 W were killed, weapons rnd riunitions were capturo’ op
destroyed, and eneny brse cio:p facilitics were destroyod., Sipndficant
ccentacts wers repor.cd on severtl cceesicns end 18 peunds of docunents
(eonteining preprgende meteriel, treining inferortion, end infernation
on the VC infrs structure arcund Tey Ninh) were ccpturcd,

(20) 17 Septonber 71 - WT861491, Whilc reconring an
~red showing hcavy rccont use, the Low bird spctted 1 bunker 12x20 with
6 entrances and nuserous weipong an' goer leying arcund the bunker,

2 Individu:1ls vere spottod croun’ the bunkerj the Cobre engagud rosulting
in 1 KBH en 2 bikes destroyed,

(@1) 20 Septeiber 71 - XT056551, While supporting the
18th Division in defocting the VO/NVA sappor attack on the vieinity of
Tey Ninh West, grcund to air fire was recoived in the vicinity of XTO56551
ond aytillery wus acjusicd into the aree, loceticn wos erea fron wheye
it ves suspocted thet 1221m rockcte wore fired. VR!s conductid in the
nven indiernted rocent sovonent,

22 Septaubor 71 « WIG862 vicinity, Spotted trcil
cetivity, bunkers, cnd huts ell with recent activity end hcavy use,

(14)
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Cavalry, Period Ending 31 October 1971, RC3 CSFOR-65 (R) ZU)

At XT152627 the Troop supported o heavg contact involving elements of
the 43d Reginent, 18 KBH's were crodited to the Troop who fired over
300 rockets as Circoted by US advisors on the ground, Capturec docurents
inticeted the enenmy unit was the W headquerters for Tey Ninh City,

4lso considernble supplies end equipment were captured in the contact
aroa,

(23) 25 Septenbor 71 ~ Supported Phu Loi Base Cemp,
1 Incividunl with weepon was sighted ncor & small bunker couplex and
an infentry pl-tccn froi D Trocp wos ingerted (vicinity XT1888237),
Negative resuits were cbteined, 1 KBH, XT899249, individuel wcs
cerrying & K«54 pistcl,

(f) 26 Septewber 71 =« 10 October 71. 25th ARVN Division,

(1) 26 Septenber 71, Gave gunship support to Krek,
Cciobodia, FSB Poce, Ketum, and Thien Ngon which were receiving ccordinated
attecks frow: VO/NVA forces, Requested an® roceived VNAF air strikes
' nt, XTO60863 ant X1058870, 3potted VC flng at XT103755

(2) 27 Septeiber 71 = WU997045 &nd WISE3978, Cotwcs
oxpuncoedl in suppert of T.I.C. Ccnducted a dammge assesoment on rll
the LRVN fire besos in Ceibolie of the 25th Division, HResults were
idner dronge, Lt XTO58040, cne truck wes cdestroycd. Reyuestod ond
rocaived 6 Liericen cir strikes,

(3) 28 Septormber 71 - XT0976, First tean suprorted
T.1.C. at Hung Doa, 411 trcils in arca showed west to ecst iovement
with very huevy activity 1:st 24 hours, Marked gric XT094766 for 1
asericon cir strike,

(4) 29 Septoiber 71 = XT085748, Supported T,I.C. and
roceived ro;ort freir 25th Divisicon thet 325 W were killed by Loerdcean
gunships thet shet in sup,ort of T,1.0.'s on 26, 27, end 28 Septeider,
Supported resupnly rissicn 2t Hung Doa.

: (5) 30 Septenber 71 ~ XT1.3522, Uncovered g'geatie
enery brse cenp and supply arce which incluled bunkers, bulldings,
tronehes with overheed cevor, supplies (to includs pellets of 8amn nortar
roun’s °n? spall fmms anrunition) an! aproxinately 150 ene:y soldders
in the tror, 20 Scrtios of ciratrikes wero put intc the ere: on the
30th, EBDL of riretrikcs:s 1 Seconvayy, 6 KM, 11 dwunkere 10x10 dostgoyed,
perscnel go'r, pets, pens etc, 4XK-47, clothes cn’ cmw destreynd eo
soattered, 10 bunkors 10x15 destrcyed, 1 trench 15 neters long dostreyed,
1 troach 0 netors long Cestroyed, & fo meter trenches dostreyed, 1 hut
10x20 destr~yud, 1 pellstte of 82mn destrvyed, 20 to 30 pallettes of
sup lies dostroyed, nuwwrous wetpens £nd amno destroyed and scnttored.
Frllottes were 10x10, &t XT282853, airereft took hit by .51 621} erewan
received ninor weuwnds, (15)

-CONFIDENTIAL

R 4




3
P |
L]
;
|
.y
A
T U

.
FIE T
s i

A
o~
¥
by
-
%
£
'
-
:

LVBLUY-GC
Subjccts Operzticnel ReporteLessons Learnod, 3d Scuadron, 47th 4ir
Cavelry, Period lnding 31 Octobor 1971, RCS CSFOR65 (R3)(U)

(2) 1 Octcber 71 - XT137930 to XT140920, 7 Bunkers
10x10 Aestroyed, 6 bunkcrs 10x15 destroyed, 60 bunkers 4x5 dostruyad,

1 conerete bunker 10x10 destrcyed, 2 trenches 25 neters long destrcyed,
2 bo’ies with green wifiris, tin cing-pint sige, pioces of weapcns

all over arce-ensli aris type, pots, eans, ccoking utensils in area,

2 ,51 caliber positirng destrcyod, 1 hut 5x8 destrcyed, 1 bomb hit

in center and destrcyed 1 puint or flour storcge aree as white substancs
wes thrown around nroa of 25 ueters, 1 bunker 10x10 had been caved in
sinco strike, scnieone hed cleaned bunkor out searching feor sonething,

1 hut 6x12 destrcyed, nnd parts of pecple's bodies all cver the crec,
lots of green clothing in arca, Podple in srea curing strike, all foot
treffic showed carrying hervy loeds, 4ll groups noving east out of
BDL ~rea, No orlinance left in arcs, 30 poss KB.L; 10 possible WBA.

In 211, 8 ~irstrikes were received on this date,

(2) 2 Octcber 71 ~ XTO6S872, Scout spottel seotive
«51 ¢71 position, 4t WT933778 to WT951778 BDA's of B52 strikes in the
ncck of the Dogls Heed revealed considersble dowpge and destruction te
ooy base ganp arcas ond supply ercas, Destroyed were nwerous bunkers,
huts, fighting positions, trenchcs, 4 51 #nd 3 +30 cnl positions, 1
kitchen site with picni: tcbles, silver were, 55 gal drun hrlvce, 3 KBA's
and nunercus pleces cf bocdies thivughout area, Pallets of rockets,
82rm1 norters, end suzll arns ai o wore uncovered nd destroyed by
additionrl ~irstrikes, It wos spoculated thet the rro-. wes & rerr supnly
brse for & reglioent, possibly the 141st, Thion Ngon unler grownd ottack;
supported T,I1,0, 4Lt loost 1 KBH,

(8) 3 October 71 ~ 2 AH-1G's werc deucged by incodng
rocket shrepnel in POL at Tay Ninh West. 2 KBH credited frr previous
nicht, HDat WT89<871, muercus bunkers custroyed, 150 to 200 bunkors,
ix4, still stonding, 50 to 75 of which were p rticlly cemnged, In the
vieinity of XT9180, scrut spotte! nwiercus bunkers, trrils, (sone
herr pucked), ond tunnel ontrenees, Lotivity wes lost 6 tc 36 hours,
ot WT948778 numerovs destrcyed bunkere, 1 destroyod pallet conteining
2 sleeping begs and nmany 18"x12" boxes, The entire area hai heavy
recont use., Received 12 air strikes on this date,

(9) 4 October 71 - XT070855. Co.mend and Control
aircreft took .51 Cel ground to eir fire receiving 1 hit in the t~il
boorle At XT220080 the scout spotted 8 to 12 bunkers with &' to 8"
overhecd cover, 1 trench 35' long, tlothing throughout the >rer,
Supportod T,I,C. at XUO0501, At WI76778, several bunkers and fighting
positions were spotted throughout the villege. 4 snatch mission wes
atte.pted efter 3 NVA wore kdlled at WT745820 by tho low bird, The
Browns were inserted but could not sutcue the individual captured; °* .
individual wvas killed by the Eyowns. 3 More KGH's were obtained in the
area,

(16)
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Subjects Operationel Report-lessons Learned, 3d Squadron, 17th Alr
Cavalry, Period Ending 31 October 1571+ RCS CSFOR65 (&35(0)

(10) 5 Gotober 71 « XT065865, Requested and received
100 rounds of 10%mn, 155m, and 8" US and ARVN artillery, OCobres expended
on XU099023 in support of downed aireraft, In the vieinity of XU1€96
numerous bunkers and clearings all with rccent use were spotted, At
XT171970 the scout spotted a ,51 8al tripod in clearing along tree
line, WT930845 spotted trail 12® wide running east to west, ectivity
lest 2 to 3 days by an estimated 50 to 60 people, 4t W1788935 the scout
spotted bunkers and individuals in green and black uniforns with blue
shirts, Scout spotted more individuals in green wniforms at WT752840,
WT782940, and WT710758 1 barge was spotted, Barge was 10x10, At WT13753
3 individuals were snatched, 3 Kili's &lso resulted from the miseion,
Interrogation report indicated individucls were civilians, They
inticated 2 NVi squads had been in the imediate area end 1 squed wes
loccted appreximately 1 mile away, They indicated the enemy were
renbers of MR €30,

(11) 7 October 71 - WI967458, Spotted carpsite with
rocket sites, XT2679.9, 1 Base Cemp, many fighting positions with
berboo fence ciroling bese camp were spotted, This aree showed negative
Uge,

(12) 8 October - WT9185. Spottec 40 to 50 useable
bunkers, showing heevy reccent activity lust 24 hours, BDA of WT918858
srell armms type secondery in bunkers, 2 bunkers destroyed of which 1
contained possible fuel with flanes 4 to 5' high burning for over 5
ninutes, 1 Bloody area, BEDL: WT917858, 1 large secondayy croated
crater 100 feet ccross, 5 bunkers destroyed. Recuested and received
US ortillery of 175mm, 40 rounds on this location, BED& XT1699173
20 to 30 bunkers pertially dameged to destroyed, 6 KBits and 10 possible
WBA's. 4t WP153974 the scort gpottod 25 to 40 bunkers built within the
last 1onth; fresh activity last 24 howrs, BDA XT132984 to IT132003,

23 huts destroyed,

(13) 9 October 71 - WI951602, Spotted dessrted village,
npicnic tables with fresh food on it, 1 bleck shirt, 1 enpty amio container;
ectivity last 1 to 5 hours, T.iC .IR on this location,

(14) 10 October 71 - WT967483, Scout spotted 1 tunnel
going into underground bunker, well built, WFS33857 en 0ld base camp
running east to west wus spotted, Lt WT913858 scout spotte? 40 bunkers,
20 fighting positions and trench line, nunerous treils; activity lost
2 hours, & platoon size elenent passed through WT967500 in last 6 hours.
The secut spotted at XT108301 20 fighting positions 4x2x2 with a blast
w2ll aroun’ 5 of tho fighting positions, Jictivity was 24 hours old,

4 possidle resupply erea, rice bags, chopped wood, and recent use 24
hours o0ld by & pletoon sise elenent was spotted at XT105397. XT100404,

1 bridge 24' long, 5' wide destreoyred was observed by lowbird, 4t XT089791,
4 aircraft received ground to eir fire from small arms and .51 Ccl with
neretive hits,

(17)
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Subjects Operetional Report-lessons Learns?, 3@ Squadron, 17th iir
Cavelry, Period Ending 31 October 71. B> CSFOR-65 (R3)(U)

(g) 11 October 71 » 16 October 71, Began supporting
I11 Corps.

(1) 11 Octcber 71 - EDi of BS2 strike WI972493 to
WT936482: 17 bunkers cestroved, 10 bunkers demaged, 3 Trench lines
30 meters long destroyed. 1C Spider holes uncovered., 2 Huts destroyed.
2 Saimpens destroyed and 1 pallet of ammo boxes scattered through aves,
Lt WT95,480 2 pallets of suspected 5.56mn arrmunition wes observed, '
Sccut spotted at WI952489, 1 .51 Cel pit with 72 hour old activity.
1 Hut with bunkor underneath at WI971486, Hut was engaged resulting
in 3 KBH's, 6 Gellons of fuel and 1 AK-47 destroyed,

(2) 12 October 71 - BDL of B52 strike WT982625 to
IT003624: Probeble 10 to 15 KBi's, 7 bunkers destroyed, 2 huts cestroyed,
2 huts destroyed, pallet of rice with 10 to 15 50 pound bags deostroyed,
Spotted 0l? trail enA bunker couplex with 3 individuals eveding into
bunker &t WI885864; engaged with negative results, Requested end received
alr strike at this location, Lireraft took ground to eir fire with
nogative hits at WT8584. 6 Bunkers 6x8 and 2 10x10 huts showing ectivity
2 days 0ld were engagcd end destroyed at WI962620,

(3) 13 October 71 - Lt WI865937 spotted 4 bunkers,
and 1 hut in an area used by 30 individuals within last 24 hours of
sigiting, 4 bunker courlex with activity throughout aree was spotted
et UT903830.

(4) 14 Octcber 71 - EDA of B52 strike et WI800S515
to WI'802935 =nd WI797915 to WI797635: 508 destroyed and 50% pertinlly
Qestroyed were 19 huts, 40 btunkers, and 45 fighting positions, LDL
WI788G57 to WI798940s 75 huts, 100 bunkers, and 100 fighting positions
destreyed, S8pottod undanared were 300 fighting pesitions, 300 twnlers,
and 225 huts, &t WT9390 spotted nwwercus truils throughout area
showing recent activity, 15 Bunkers with 24 howr olc activity were
spotted at W1928858, Ln estineted 100 individuels werc spotted at
XT030866, Lirereft took grownt to air fire from .51 Cal and sucll arme
resulting in nogative hits,

(5 15 Octobsr 71 - WT948657, Spotted nunerous sanpen
Aockings showing 12 hour old activity, BDL XT035873 to XT025863: 13
bunkors dostreyed, 21 bunkors porticlly destroyed, 5 fighting nositions
ostrryed, BDL XTO31872: 30 bunkers 20 to 30 nsters frou crators,
pertielly estroyed; nuuerous trails and foot prints in arcc after
bonb strikes, WT968827, spotted 25 fighting positions showing negrtive
recent use, possible etop over and resupnly point, Xro58879, aircreft
tonk grounc to air fire, ,51 Cal resulting in 1 WIA,
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(€) 16 October 71 - WI853611 to WPB02648 to WT845605,
Scout spotted bunker end hut complex. 4Lporoximately 100 bunkers,
25 huts with wor® overhead cover, Jirea showed heavy activity last 48
hours, 4t WT8276 requeste’ end received air strike on this location
due to bunkers, huts, pecple and blue uniforms in aree, Scout spotted
7 huts and 50 bunkers in constant use along with 25 fighting positions
at WIB276, 4lso a trail complex running mostly west tc eest. Cotwxs
engnged bunkers with 1 seccndary explosion, white or light color &pproxe
inately 75 to 100 feet high. WT94S695 to WT945674, scout spotted
estimated 100 bunkers with heavy log overhead cover, Bunkers showed
light recent 24 howr old activity. 12 Bunkers with light overheecd cover
vere spotted at WT983676, 2 iLntemne wires running up & tree. Recent
light use last 24 hours, WT933652 spotted posaible bese carp consisting
of 7 huts of which 4 were eembtrusted of tin,

(h; 17 October 71 = 20 Ootober 71, Begen supporting 81st
Renger Bn (4LBN

(1) 17 October 71 = WT4861, Socut spotted 100 to 150
bunkers showing light recent activity., Bunkers were &x6 ani numerous
trenches in ares fron 20 to 50 feet long, 10 Probable KBi. Footprints
of vstiratcd 20 inddividuals, WT840851, spotted estiiated footprints of
100 indivicuals neving south,

(2) 18 October 71= WT894827, Spottec 1 trail 24" wide
running novth to scuth, Trail used last 24 hours by 25 individuals
heeded north, 1 Tenil rumninj nerth to south, bodd peekod, and “usod
by cstimated 50 individuels caily through area, Secut apotted bunker
erea of estinated 20 to 30 bunkers at WTB76844,

{3) 19 Gctober 71 = Scout spotted several sets of hlack
an® Mue clothing, strew nmats and 2 ox eapts at W1909881,

(4) 20 October 7% = WI963819, Soout apotted trail
showing baot prints of estineted 30 indivicduels moving in both Aiructions
Jusgt 2‘ hom.

(1) 21 Detober 71 = 29 October M. Supported 18th 4LRVN Div,

(D 23 Ooctober 71 = rrzzzgg:. Insertod ani extracted
8 Browns for snetch of 1 male, LZ Green. h individuals wero turnel
over tc the 524 Reginent., WI966211 BDLs 7 bunkers dostroyed, 3 figiting
positions destroyed, end 1 tunnel entrence uncovered, IT112388 spotted
nusrous stesl pots, M=-60 amw cans, 4 bunkers and 1 treil shoving 24

to 48 hour old activity. XT112388 destreyed 1 tanker anc spotted blood
treil after firing, Requested end received 2 air strikes on thig dute,
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(2) 24 October 71 - XT037626, 8potted 6 bunkers and
20 fighting positions in area. XT004542, Spotted nuierous steel pots,
M=-60 amro cans, 4 bunkers and 1 trcil showing activity 24 to 48 hours
old,

(3) 25 October 71 - WU795088, Spotted 1 bike with
rell of oonsertina wire on handle bars, WU750099, snetehed 1
indivicdual, LZ Green, Individual had numercus pepers end was able to
throw soie eway, WUB65101 spotted 1 village that was deserted 1 month
egr, There were alsc 2 bunkers and 1 fighting positicn 3' high, 2! deep,
and 10' longs Requested end received 12 rcunds of 8" artillery at XT004543,

Destrcyed or darv:ged were cooking utensils, M—60 ammo cens, hut franes,
and bunkers,

(J) 30 October 71 = 31 October 71. Capital Military
District., Negctivo significant activity,

(3) D Troops

(a) On 11 July 1971 scouts of the Third Platorn, D Troop,
OPCON tc 1/8th CLV, 3d Bde, 1st 4ir Cavel:y, whilc invclved in « night
interdiction cperetion on Highwey 1, sighted 1 evading suspectod VO

on QL 1, cocrdinntes Y8820990, Enemy tukon under fire with nogative
results,

(b) On 23 July 1971, sccuts of the Thir Platocn, D Troop
OFCON tc 1/8th CAV, 3d Bde, 1st Air Cavrlry, while concucting @ ground
ond reunte” pabrol wes taken under fire in the woods by a sniper,
cocrdinrtes Y8836977, Firev wes returned; results were 1 US KIi,

(c) Upon arrival ot Lai Khe, D Troop provided socurity
for Lei Khe Bese Caip, engiging in bullling defensive pesitions and
c-n'ucting Adancunted sweeps in the Lri Khe yubber, D Troop also
proviced ecnvoy security bestweon Lai Khe rnd . Loc ot verdcus times
dwring the reporting period.

(4) P Troop, 4th US Cevelrys

(2) 1 Mey thru 8 Mry 1971, Troop P perfrmed VR!s in direct
suppert of TF 52 in end eround the Krek Rubber Flantaticn in Cembodin
20 previdad gunshin suphort for Lai Khe Bese Canp, One NVA en¢ 2 VO
wore kille” by helicppter (KBH) cduring this period. Pour bunkers, 3
huts, on® 1 netor bike were clsc cestmyed, Thero wore 2 instrnces of
croeund to eir fire, The Treep stege? cut of Xetw: Firo Suppert Brae
while supprating TP 52 north of Highwey 7 in CenbnCir, Nunerous trecils,
500 new, lc:ing in pnd ont of the rupber plentitiin vere secn by
Pink Ternis, Thore were alsc .ichy civiliuns in the aree living in tho
vill ges, In the Loi Xhe erce, PAnk Tetr s disccvered new fighting
pcaiticns ¢nd recrtct thon te Bsn(cze‘:)fi Soctey Teon 91,
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(b) 9 Mey thru 21 Mey 1971, Trocp F previded Aircet sup-
port to the 6th Reanger Group by perfcridng nericl VR's emd grve gun-
shi) sup ort t¢ Ben Cat Sectrr, Six eneny (1 NVA and 5 VC) woro killed
Uy gunships in this puricd, There were 3 bunkers cnd 1 hut destroyed,
Thoio wes 1 ground tc air fire incident, While still staging frer Katun
the troop werked belew the Fishhook region in the vicinity of Tonle
Chor,  Truck or wheelel vehicle tracks were seen in the 40, The 1
incitent ¢f grount te cir fire was believed tc be fror srall erms or
LK-47 fire. There were now bunkers and treile diseoverud clese te the
Fishhock soction cf Cambedie, Twe of the KBH's were in this ecrec,

The enery activity ercund Den Cat District picked up sonewhat with
fresh treils end mertar pesitions being disccvered, The cthor KBH's
were in this J0. Lei Khe Irse Camp rceceived en attock by fire with
tw: 10T reckets lending in the trocp nmaintenence erea, 4 tctal of
3 KLi. and 5 WIA, all US, resulted from this rocket attzek, Onc UH=1H
wes tctelly fostroyed,

(¢) 22 May thru 26 June 71, ultheugh the mejerity of the
VR nissions were flewn in support of TF 52, Treop P elsc supperted the
6th Renger Group and the 5th 4RVN Infrntry Division 2nd proviced gune
ship suppcrt f£~r lei Khe B-se Cenp Defonse, tokil of 11 W and 1
NVa wore KiH on! confirnecd by greun? units, FRifteen huts, 27 bunkors,
2 sihpans, 2 houses, 5 bicycles, end 1 truck were dustroyed, While
working with the 6th Renger Group, 6 bicydles, incluling 2 mcter bikes,
wers ciptured ent given to the Bengers. There wero 8 grcun” te cir
fire incidonts diring this poriod, Fresh treil eclivity, bunker
conplexes, «nf fighting pcsiticns were discovered in the Krok Rubber
Plenteticn crea, &11 the groun’ te cir fire incidents were in this .0,
Nunercus trackod and wheeled vehicle trecks were seen geing in nnd out
«f the pdantation cnd 1 truck destr yed was in this vicinity. Rain
slcwed coperaticns during this pericqd,

() 27 June thru 1 July 1917, Trocp F wrs elerterd and
vecked for rovoncnt t¢ Quang Tri Prevince cn 27 June end cnly local
flights were perfcricd, The move wns cancelled on 1 Julys On th't
d:tc while supperting & T.I,C. fcr the 5th LRVN Divisicn, 4 Ki#H's worc
acccuhted for,

(o) 2 July thru 20 July 1571, Tusk Fcrce 46 of the 25th
LRWN Infentry Division wcs tho unit supperted during this pexicd, VR's
wore flewn in the Ho Be Weos, Boi loi Woods, Ircn Triengle, Murarecn,
cnd Koyhcle arcas, While cn a VR, a LOH took a1l arns ground to air
fire resulting in the sircraft crashing and turning, The ¢rew ot cut
of the aircreft but the nilet Aied from wounds scon -fter errivel at
the 24th Evecucticn Hespitel, The renein’er of the pericd wos spent
in porfrrdng scrooning ;dssicns, VR's, ~nd gunshi. suppert for opernticns
in the Perrot's Beek cnd ungel's Wing arca of Canbodis, Llso supportod
wi 5 the Ben Cat Sub-sectcr whencver they hed T,I1.C.'s,
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Subjects Operctirnal Repcrt-Lesscns Learned, 31 iguadron, 17th 4ir
Cavalry, Pericl Ending 31 Oetcher 171, RCS CSFOR-65 (R3)(U)

(£) 21 July thru 1 Lugust 1S71. Treep F werked in Bing
Durneg Previnec fer the 5th LRW Divisicn, The mdssions were VR's and
sunship sup rrt for the 8th Regirent. Three days during this peri-d
ware spent in sup ort ~f the Fishhock ¢rec end Tonle Chet., Thore hid
boon nwwrous reperts of rencwed eneny ~etivity and bunker o mploies
in this L0, This wes verifiec by the Pink Teaiis whieh receiver rrcund
to 7ir fire, The trecp alse sup,ortcd T.I.C.'s in the Tenle Chem area
resulting in 6 NVi KB, Therc were 2 bunkers and / huts cestr yed,
1 suipan énd 1 bunker demaged, A Pink Tean cn VR crrund the L:d Kho
Dcso Cenp arev discevered sn 82mn morter pesitinn ond Cestreyed it.
While previding gunship support to Ben Gat Regicnal Forees the traop
rnet 2 ceonfirie? 8 VO KBH, These VG were supixsed to hove becn WG
Distriet Cordttoe rerscnnel ettending e reeting, Most ~f the aetivity
in this 40 wes within a 10 kileuecter redius of Lei Khe Brse Camp.

() 2 iwmst thru 13 iugrust 1571, Troop F egrin flow VR's
#nd screening rissicns in sup-ert of the 25th ARVN Infentry Division
cround the Parrit's Bick nrca in Cerbodia, One bunkir, 18 huts, 1 sampen,
and 1 fish trop were dostroyed. The trecp ws eradite? with § NV, KEH,
Th: operdtirns hero posed a idncr preblen when hundreds of civilians
evecurted their villuges cheed of the ARW forces sweening en the greund,
Mixaed in with the nopuliticn were nuterous inles of militory age whe
sce.o! t¢ be cveiding e nteet with the griund troops. Durine cne 1dssicn
tio Mnk Teen sizhted a rrivun ~f individuals dressec¢ in blogk prjamas
“ho, when the LOH grt nerrer t thau, opened thoir jockcts to shcu thoy
wei'e nct nen,

(h) 14 Lugust thru 26 Sentenber 1571, The S5th LRWN Infentyy
Divisicn's 7th, 8th, ~nA Cth Regir.nts wore the units directly supportesd
curing the pericd, Missicns were VR's, screcns fr greund teecps, nnd
urgont dust-offs, The 40 wes fren arcun’ Lei Khe nerth to the Cribedian
wrdor on® Jhuce Leng Provinco, Frosh trail cetivity wes noted along
the streeas vn' now bunkers «nd fighting pesiticns wore discovered,
Mueh of thi retivity was ¢vound the Loec Ninh aroc. &1 cetivity wes
repertcd to the suppertcd units whe sont in groun tracps. Throo
roun?! te aix firo ineidents with ne hitz were rewrrted, Wndle mummorting
tho Gth Jogi ont the treep wis ngaigned & spacicl idasion to lnsort
"1 oxtiret @ TRE TRU in the vieinity of Deng Xeed. Theie wero 7
ounkers, 5 huts, :nd 2 tiucks cdestroyec. In support £ Leil Xhe Brso
G.'» the 'H:hthruk spotte? in estimated 40 VO reportu” bty Ben Cat Sub-
scetare Twe LFT resporded cnel cnijazed the enery ne:r the compoun at
Cn: » Luu JT820323, The enery troke o niiet nncd withdrew north along
the ~brndcned railrosd trrcks, & prelinincry ropert of & VO KEH was
chonrc o 17 KBH's two days lat r after RF troops swopt the 8-ea.
o trt-1 of 30 VC were RI¥ during lho rep-rting pericd,
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(1) 30 Septeuber thru 31 Ooctcber 1579, The 4D éhanged
to the Tey Ninh Jrcvince-Canbodie Morder. Initial reports had indieated
ma jor enery mcvedents arcun’! FSB Pace, Hung Dac, Thien Ngon, Xotw:,
cnd Tuy Ninh City, The Troop provided an aver:ge of 4 Pink Pcons, 1
C & C ship, «nd 1 1ift ship in direct support of the 1st LW Lirbormo
Divisicn, Ancther «H=1G was OFCON tc TRAC for use ea & CHwd7 eacort.
Thore wore nunerous repcrts cf grcund t- air fire fren iK-47, <30
cnliber, ¢nd ,51 ccliber autometic weapins, One LOH received 51 calibor
subenntie waipons fire which weunlel tho cbserver end daieged the air-
cerft, Tho Trcep discovered decking sites cleng the stroans ond rivers,
suply ceches, bunker cimplexes, fizhting pesiticns, and NVA/NC troops
in the weeds «n” in the cpon, The Treop ften did beub deneps asscssionts
fer 4ir Ferce odr strikes, ]It elsc inserted LRIP's intc suspocted everny
are~s, During T.I1.C.'s the obies acecunte” for 16 XBB'g during this
re,rrting noricd.

(5) 4ir Cov Troep, 2/11 brcored Cavelry Regirents

(2a) 1 May thru 16 June 71. The 4ir Cav Treop supported
the 18th LRWN Divieicn, The ineccuntry ndssion wes frem Thien Ngon
westwerd through the Degts Heed inte the Kenpong Trcoh eret in Gabodia,
The 4ir Civ Treop conducted VR's ~£ the Jhun Krek Rubher Mlanteticn
-nd westwerd te thu Chup ‘lubber Flantetion elcng Highwuy 7, Pron 1
My tc 6 Mcy 197, the &ir Cav Trocp suppcrted Task Pores 48, 18th
ARVN Divisicn in Cridbcdia. The urca cevured was aleng Highway 7, fron
the Fhun Krok ubber rlantaticn (XU0201) west te m‘gcw- (W&M).
The 4ir Cav Troop porferved VR 1dssicns for Tesk Foroe 52, 188 LRVN
Divisicn frem Thuw Krok Rubber Plantcticn ocst en? neitheest c¢f Highe
wey 7 fren 7 Mey te § May M. Fron 10 May tc 19 May 1971, thwo Lir
Cav Tronp supnerted Tesk Frree 48, in un crer fyen Thien Ngon (XT0881)
wcst threurch the Dog's Heed end oxten'ing intr Comnbeddr elong the
b.rders The Lir Cev Trocp sup,ortcd Task Feroe 49 in Caubodic in tho
vicinity f tho Chup Rubber [lentaticn fren 20 Mey to 7 Jue 1971,
Fre.: 8 Juno to 11 July 1971 the Air Cev Trrcp supported Tesk Joroe 50
in Carb (e due west ~f the Deg's Hoad ond in tho Kempeng Trech aron,
The 4ir Cev Trocp supported Task Force 43 freu 12 June t¢ 16 June 1971
perf~rming VR - issicns west en’ ncrtiwost ~f tho fhun Kyek Rubber
$lontaticn, During this pericd cf observaticn thore wes nc signifiocnt
retivity te bo roprrted,

(b) 17 June thyu 15 June 1571, the perioc 17
June tr 15 June 1¢71, the 4ir Cev Trenp supportc” the Ranger Group,
V2'!'s were 1'e ~f e blrek ovrncred on the ncrthwost by X03995, on the
n.rthesst by (U395, on tho scuthwest by XU5095, cn! cn the southoast
by ZU5005, Trril ectivity was very nctioable an? vell tended gerxdune
swore f-un' in this area vhure thero is vory little oivilian populaticn,
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Subjects Operaticn:l Repert-Lesscons Leernec, 34 Souadrcn, 17th 4ir
Cavelry, Period Ending 31 Oct:ber 1671, TCS CSFOR-65 (R3)(V)

(c¢) 20 June thru 25 Junc 71, The Lir Cav Troop again
wont into Cambedie tc suporrt Task Feree 50 in wrees scuta 2nd west
~f the Dogts Henly, The air Cav Tracp alac conlucted & VR arc'md
{70358 with very lisht cetivity reveclod in this crot,

(¢) 26 June thru 25 Jwne €71, During tids seri:’ the
wir Cov Trrop supnrrted Tigk Ferce 48 in three grill ~rees t. tho north,
s uth on® woest f the Deg's Herde On 26 June et WT6669 rn Vet Ceng
strohg hcl? ecnteining 30 bunkers on® 20 structures wore snetics” ~nd
crtillery wes erlled in, o Pk revosled 4 structures end 13 bunkers
Azstreye? wath heevy dovope te the ~thers, On 28 June hoavy tr-ffic
cn {Cutes 155 “nd 102 wes s» tte mevine nerthwest near a sus;ectord
berder cressing peint,

(e) 30 June thru 4 July 1571. On 30 June the .ir Cov
Trocp w rked o ene “ny rdssien fer the 18th LiRVN Divisi~n in ~n ~reo
eroune XT00B5, ictivity in the ~re wrs very light, Fron 1 tr 4 July
the 4ir Gev Tree~ wrrke! for Tesk Feree 43 in #n rrer seuth.~st of
Krek «n? elens the birder nirth f the Dg:'s Hend, Much recunt ctivity
W s reported, but there wis negrtive contact with the enemy, On 1 July
¢ graen ond whitc bus ir us-ble ¢ nditicn wos spctte? ot WTBB84B04,
e Ccbr: en ol 2o wrtirlly Cestroyed the bus,

(£f) 5 July thru 8 July 1671, 4iir Gov Troop suaerted
Task Ferce 48 in an erew r un' Thiden Necn ine ¢ 81l grea -t the
tip . f the Deg's Herd Quring this porind, .etivity in thes> aro-s wos
verv 1i ht with reo nverrnent siructurvs visiblo,

(g) S July thru 17 July 1<71. During this peric! the iir
C.v Trecp wrkedl £ir Trsk Foree 43 with ¢« tw- lay ydssicn on 12-13 July
for Tesk Ferce 52, The frec of ~perrtions for bith idssicns wrs the
Krok fubber #l:ntrti~n with n~ iiwport-nt ¢etivity noteds On 10 July
o vi.of £ sxe rncre’ on the northwest hy WI955617, the nerthe. st by
WTCH4613, on the scuthwest by WT954613 -1 -n ths s-uthe.st by WT963612
w s perforeels Thig erce ~operre” & be © strring cree with cver 50
bunlirs . f voricus sized, ocont cctivity wis spotiid in the (ren
1th-uch nergotive eneiny were cbsorve’,

(h) 18 July thru 39 July 1¢71, The wir Cav Trocp ¢ 73n
w-rked in the Kick Kubber Tlant:tion with Task Frrce 52, wvith ne
sirnificant activity to be renortel,

(1) 20 July thru 31 July 1¢71. During this period tho
éidr Cov Tre p sup cricd the 30 wmered Brijede. The cree of opcroti ng
wes sr.ound the siie gonert) eren s worked cn 18 an” 16 July with Task
Forco 52 ia Canb~liz, On 21 July the Air Cav Troop sent threc Ccbres
te sup,art trecps in erntict ot XT285569, On 23 July e villege leeate?
et UT WUB34695, wis rennrted t¢ hove wsny NVL in it, While mekinc a Vi
of the ares the eircreft rcceoived sucll crms fires Firo was returnod
fostrc ying 6 structurcs, 4t WUS312 cn 30 July & ccmaen’ en? control
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ship reccived greund to air fire fren 23ma cr .51 ealiber rachine runs,
The =ireraft rcceived no hits. On 30 £nd 31 July nunerous BDL's wore
porf rued with necetive rcsults, It cen be c:neluled thrt this ores
wes infeste® with eno 'y netivity ~nd sttecks cgeingt tho aircreft
indietted the cnery hed much fire powsr in the aren,

(J) 1 august thru 2 sugust 1$71, The Air Cev Troop suppvrted
the 3¢ brmered Bpigede, in the si.e arca ss 20-31 July, but ncpntive
enery cctivity was cbsgerved,

(k) 3 .uwust thru 16 uumust 1671, The iir Cav Trocd

siwwyr rted the 9th Regdnent, Sth Divisien frem 3 Lughst te 16 Aujust 971,
On 3 Jupust o squw:’ sige eleent ~f Viet Cong weie ren-rted stuivdng
* VW Bus tc eollect toxes, at XUBG1186, Leter thot dny the air Cev
Trocp supporte: &RVN's in contcet at 7T837937, There were nerctive
WIi's or KLi's repertesd, This cntirve fres h~@ gigns ~f fresh troil
retivity, On 6 wugust the iir Cev Treop w s given a nigsicn t- ¢ a‘uct
& Bk cf a E52 strike ¢t XU2820, This #tca &) ecred te be a base ecrp
~al nwny bunkers and structures hed teen danged or “estroeyod, On
8 surust a ebnsh site ~f & CH-34, tnil nuiber S31 -r 321, w2s s otted
0034247, The ex-ct t~il nurber could not be “eterrine! bee: uso of
the toil sceticn beine Sarnerd, Yo eneiy activity cculd be cbscrved in
the ~rots On 11 August »t XUR20125 supprrt was rencdercd to JRVN's in
¢ nteet with ~n eneny forcu «f eisht to twelve., LiVN trecns h 2 three
Wli.'s whe were 1wiiv sed te Fire Base B, On 12 iLurust ercuny’ ZU9314
tc X302 h. »vy cnery ‘ctivity wes ¢ teerved and an LRWN Plateon evpeged

st size enevy frrec 2t JU211121 with negetive friendly crsurltios
~na unknewn enery losses,

(1) 17 «uru=t 1671, The Adr Cov Treor supperto” Trok
Ferco 50 frr @ - ne ey rissicn eround XU3730. The sror shewed sims
cf well tende” rirdensy however, thore wero ne villeges in the eroc,

() 18 supust thru 29 wugust 1¢71, Fron 18 Lugust to 29
iurust the Air Cav Trcop sup wrted Task Force 49 end T-sk Forceo 46.
Tle ~rer of cpcreticng (XT4050) with Trsk Ferce 49 showed veiy little
actrvity freio 18 te 22 wupust. The aree of operaticns wes ghrncoe’l te
£T4320 ond this srec hed -wny tunncls, fichting pesiticns, and bunkers,
This cntire ere~ shewed signs f rcent ectivity., On 23 auyrust 1¢71
tro: s in ¢ ntuct were supperted al-np £ reed lecaten fren XT48863%
t XT450637. On 26 wugust 1971 whilc supperting Tesk Feree 46 :
corrr'nd and contrrl ship teck greun! to ¢ ir fire et XT564236. Thore
vore nc ative injuries cltheugh the pilet wes hit in the pretoctive
vcste On 27 Auiust ¢ UH=TH wreckege wi s sprtted gt XT566238, but it
cppeured te bo ¢ very <14 wreckrge onc nothing ncre could be renorted.
On 28 and 2 su ust Task Frrce 46 wis supported in an ~roa bounded by
IT32 srid line, 62 gric linc rnd the Svigcn River, Unusuel sctivity
ws spctted in the vieinity ~f XT655288., Riee in a field was horvester
between two cver flipghts of the area end ocrried off between tw~ other
flirhts, This aree is not inhcbite’, On 2€ Lugust e ccruend and ocntrol
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Subjcets Opereticnel Reprrt-lesscns Lorrned, 3@ Squadron, 17th Alr
C-vclry, Pericd Ending 31 Octcber 1971, ICS CSFOR=65 (RBS(U)

e R

ship and a scout rcceived ;round te uir fire in this aree, Tho ccrviend
rnd contral ship teck one hit, however the scout received nsg:tive hits.
Artillery wis ¢#11e in, but & BDA rovealed negrtive important rosults,

(n) 30 august thru 31 sugust 171, The Air Cav Troon
superte’ Tesk Force 45 an’ the 6th jwnqcrs in feur sell areas of
cueretisng nerth «n? ecst ~f irek Klok en’ erst ~f French Fert,
Movoments throuch thesc arcas ep;eercd light with ne rctivity cbservor,

(c) 1 Septenber thru 2 Sentenber 1671, Supjpcrt vw-s rendered
te tie 4Cth Repiment west ef the Raz r Necks ~n 1 and 2 Septcirvor,
This cro~ wes leced with trail retivity » oving roner:lly t- tle scuth-
west, hwever, ne:ative crntoct wis 1wde and the nigsion ended ~n 3
Seteiber,

() 4 Sentenber thru 7 Sete ter 1€71, On 4 Serteiber

while supperting Tesk Ferce 46 at XT652221 & scut to k thrue hits in
tho undersifo of the tirercft, Threo Cobres on’ ertillery fro.: Trung
Lep enriope” the 'rec with unknewn results, The sec ndl ¢ ntret wos nede
cn 5 Septenber whon five »les with wen s ns were obscrved rw o at
X7573233 fre:n XT576330. The 1 ttor prid wes in ~n sre: which e ntained
rne fifteen by fifteen bunker. The Air Cav Trrcp ren-rted three KIH's .
n! tw~ WEH's with .ne Ccbre being hit in the tdail secticn, Groun?
ferces £und twe JK-47's, cne Chicom K-54 Iistcl, -n” rne ReG=-2 lruncher,
The WLH's bocome F(W's #nr werce ev: cunte” for intceriosation, ARVE

crovn’ ferces killed on aditicnel £ ur cneny soldiers, Infrm-ti-n
frei: the rOW's riscl ‘ge’ they were pert «f ¢ amell locel force Vict
Cung souad fre: that erca, On 6 Sejsterber ot XT662247 » sc ut rceeive!
ground te alr fire rosulting in ¢ne hit end negntive injuries, Ccbras
onvacty the ¢ree end twe structurcs, ¢ne six foct section of ¢ tumel,
o twe lorae begs £ rice were destrayed, A commend one e~ntrel ship
st ¢t in the «rv¢ "nd swtte” fiftoen :eles with werpens, Tho roor-
~unvers onreget, but the rles evade” inte the weedline, 3ix QV-10's
w.th CBU=55 :n’ three Cebres engrpe” this erce we well s artillery,
Trc~ s were insorted by best et JT667244 t- check out the eren, dut
rerrrb 2 onesctive finlings, dnethor serut receoived twe hits ot IT658247,
velin"ing the cbscrver end f reing the cireraft to 2bert the rissien,

(q) 8 Senterber thru 11 Septerter 1€71. Durin: this oricd
tho .ir Cav Treep supp-rtued the 6th LRWN lanrer Greupe On 8 Sopteriber
at FSB Je'le (XT4€7722) e commamd en? contrel ship, while sittin: cn
th groun? coerdancting with th: Rangers, mceive? fire of unkniwn
caliber with negitive 1its, A CH=47 c-ing inte the resupply nlsc roecivecd
fire resulting in two nits, The scurce wes loeatod by ¢ serut ~ircraft
~t XT509728, The scout received iK=47 end RIG r«un's resulting in cne
{K=47 hit in the teild sectipgn, ireraft in the eree of operrtions
e ntinurlly rceeived prounc te eir fire, It apiresrod thet the fire wes
dirccted o erver up nevevent, Lt AT523744 end AT542738 a serut cirereft
took firc cn 10 Septenber recciving 60 t« 80 r: wds with nertive hits,
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Subjcet:s Opercticnal Repert-lesscns Lecrned, 3d Squedren, 17th Lir
Cavalry, roricC Ending 31 Oct: ber 1S71. KRGS CSFOR-65(L3)(U)

Tw Gebres cxponded n this ~roc, but due tc anosrarching derkness €
BD& wes nct orf rmied,

(r) 12 Senterber thru 16 Scpterber 1671, The 4Sth
wegirent wos supcrted cn £ £ ur dey rissicn by the Lir Cov Treoy in
“nooacn eneoitssing the Rezer Becks ond an aren to the northwest,
wctivity wos very 1ight in the ¢rea, On 14 Septonber e specinl iissicn
was recoived frr e eovivnd rnd centrel ship and one Pink Teaw: to Vi
# blcek nerth of Menut, Cembedie. Moderste retivity wos cbserve? ~nd
ep erred b be 6 te 12 heurs ¢ld. Duc to bod weither the rdssion wes
cut shert, &t 1730 heurs the 4ir Cev Treop supnerted & treop in
c ntact scuthe: st of Dou Tieng, Gunships r~n? & cormand end control
shi > went int. the cree end sup lio® gir suppert to include nw'ic.
evoecu ticn until 2260 hours,

(s) 17 Se. teibor thru 18 Septeiber 1971, On 17 Septenber
the air Cav Treep continue” ¢ sup vrt the LikWN's in ¢ ntret ~t Binh
Du n; ircvince scutheast ¢f Dru Tiong, Eneny c¢-ntact wee hervy until
neon, hewever, after thet cnly cecesirnel light c:ntoct wus refe,
On 18 Sejterber, the air Cev Trocp wo s in the s i rros until if=
nerming, when ¢ specic) issicn with the 50th [cpient southwest cf
Thicn Nyen wes perforiceds Onc conercte bunker 2n? twe bunkors reinfcerce
with sen'begs werc spctted -n’ light activity wos ncted,

(t) 1¢ Sentenber thru 22 Septcriber 1571. 15 Sepjte ber to
22 Septenber the wir Cav Treo p sup-erted the 34 wrncre? Dric ¢ syeund
the rhu: Krek wubter Plenti ti-n dn Cerb-’ie, This :res shouet sirms
of teing used by troips | ssing thriugh, rether then ¢ permixnont ty o
activity,

(u) 23 Septenler thru 25 Sopterber 1¢71, On 23 Se te'ler
the wir Cav Tre-p supperte? the Sth 4RVWN Rangers 4n e2n arce erst <f the
Jhu Krek nubber Plontotiqrn cleng Highwey 7 with cpcrrti ns bcth north
.nA scuth, Nwwerrus tr-ils, rest ereas, leen-tr's “nl fish nets wore
sagited, but there were nc percsnent structurcs ona it enveared the
cnetyy h:d rnly persser thrcugh this arse,

(v) 26 Septe.iber thru 21 Oct: ber 171, On 26 Scptumber
widle supperting the é6th LiVN Dengers, the wri Cav Troep wes divarted te
su;Hert troens in ¢ ontaet nerr Thicn Nirn., At XTO75832 cne sceut shin
tosk fire enf.peceived cne hite 4 Cebra fren encther supperting unit wes
shot crwn 2t XT110760 =n" the 4ir Cav'Tracpls cnnnd end eontrol -ire
croft picked up; the erew. Five Cchrig cx onded on the crea ond nuiercus
sz¢ nlery cxlr sicns worc ¢bserved. «n &ir Feree Ful touk fire at XU053028
and a Cubre fro: the air Cov Trecp enmapodt gl destroyed cno o430 ctlibir
pesitien, On 27 Se teiber due t¢ hecvy enony ectivity in the oren
tw: Cobres were used tc ecwr ~ne se ut, 4t XT042045.0 it XT0/2045 cne
Cobre roceived prrun? te @iy fire .nd the Cobmas exrenred ¢n the: :rea,
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ot LT053052 recont cnory ¢ ctivity wes cbsurwe” an? & secut airercft
teok greun” te cir fire, but rececived ncgitzve hits, On 28 Septonber
et XT060880 twe Ccbris trek grund te ~ir fire at XT075028, however,
nur.tive hits were roceived, ot XU074058 two Cobris ox;-;onf"' on & 12ru
site ¢n? the round forcos vorificd the destruction of the site. Durdng
the week 1 Octeber to 7 Octcber cener:cl VR nissicns, support of troops
in contact end escert of CH-47's, CH-54's end iedivees intc cifferent
five support tases end trocp lecatisng were conducted by the &iir Cev
Treep. The orer eest of Lrek, CanboCiz apreered tc hive a hish
ccnecentration of enery :nd this wes where nost of the conact woa en~
cruntered. On 1 Octcber cne Cobre wes shot down and burned .n 1-nding,
however, the crev was e.tracted with ncgative injurics, On 5 October
a8 comrend an” esntr:l shij froi- the Air Cev Troop was hit by two .51
c¢-liber roun.s with the Jiioriesn Li'0 beiw, hit in the leg and stoiiich,
Cn 6 Qctcber the cres nor ub And nortieest cf the Dc:'s Fead w2s still
veint wrrked with only 1i ht treil retivity ¢n® ne cuntret roixited,
On 7 Qct~ber tdversc weither cenditicns 1i:dted operctirns wrhiclh could
ve perfurnet, sc tie Adr Cev Troop wes diverted to wark for the 1éth
ARVN Divisi~n, 4 BDA ~n° VR ~f the Strright Bdpe Woo's erec sicwer
1ittle activity with rcovelent rostely tc the nertl:, On 9 Octcber cne
scrut ediver~ft ¢ .k mroun? to ¢ir fire £t JU070015 rnd cne Sohre tock
Somene to edr flre et RUOLL0404  Neitler eirer. ft svsteined cay hits,
Lir Gev Troep Cobras sunderted trocps in eontact at XUGLLOLY, Ap-rced--
mately 150 eneizy were killeZ cnd nwiwrcus weerons were ceptures’, @n
10 Octcber & corwend en® ecntrel ship tonk grann? teo eir firc ot XU0E2033
kowever, receivin; negetive hits, On 12 Oct ter the air Cav Treop
sup-crtel treops in eoniret crcund Krek, Conberia, Dur to inclemont
weother issicns ¢ uld not be storte” until 1145 heurs cn 13 Octcder,
On 14 Octrbier en cirstrike (C-55) wra rut in et XUOSR04L2 te cle-n the
czc@ of beety traps fir prund® f~eos of the 3¢ ar ored BriscCe,
G un fereces ropcrte” 52 enany Khi's at aU072038, & trtcl of eirit
Vi'o.F &e1E sortics vwere ugedt frern 15 Octover ¢ 1S October, Fr~ 15 to
17 Octeber thw Lir Cav Trogp continuwd to support tho 3¢ wricre” Prigede
erovad Krek, Camboiic with nerrtive significent sightings ind mg:.tive
c-nt ct rerrteds On 18 Octoter the air Crv Troop work:d in i LG
verdercd by giid line LUO7 west, AU15 south, XU23 ncrth, I3 XU13 east,
T e entire reo wes heevily 1~ced with trgils snd everent esticto?
t. Lu within the last 24 hours, 4lso within the vver & 1200 gallir-n
t'll‘.:%:t' truck wes spottad. Ten Cnbres ex-enced cn tho torret with
unlm wn resulls, 8: 16 October the Lir Crv Treop werked the semo ere-

as the dcy before. .ctivity wes 1i/it with cnly one simificent s ct,
Thac tamker tinck S‘)(‘ttix‘-:". cn 18 Octrier wed prne on the 1th, Cn 21
Octover the Air Cov Ticn werled thres crecs decated -t XUS11S, ZT1555,
gnd V2218, Three new .51 celiber pits were sizhte” by the eax~nd one
contrel aircreft at AV223150, A scout sirercft ongaged this nren
reswWting in rne eno .y KId,
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LVELUY-GO
Sbujects Oper-tionel Repcrt~Lesscns Lecrned, 32 Squ dron, 17th iir
Cevclry, Period Ending 31 October 1971, RCS CSFOR-65(R3)(U)

(w) 22 October = 31 October. The 4ir Cav Trocp supported
the 25th iRVN Division in several VR Blocks: one to the sowtheast and
one to the e~stencrtheast ~f Krek, 4 HDL of a B52 strike in the vicinity
of WTC81630 was perfrried with nc ‘amere tc any structures indiceted,
Loter, seven huts were spotted at XU234119 and e FAC (Sundog 14) engaged
the aren dostrrying four huts, No greun’ te air fire wes received from
this area but between the twe VR!'s a scout bird ncticed thet straw :ats
which were ccvering crete8 had been meved, On 24 Octolber, while enroute
froi: JU233083 to trc vicinity £ XU255071 a sccut ship received 10=15
rounds of AK=47 fire withcut teking eny hits cr demege. 4 VR of an
NV Buse Caip ereo where he receivec fire, pricr te deperting to refuel,
he received rprrexirmetely 100 rcunds fren 10-15 individu.ls who appezred
teo be hervesting some type rf crep, One rcund wes taken through the
fuel cell of the eireraft, Twe lipght fire teans ¢nd r~ne eirstrike wrs
oxpenced in this area (XU255073) but no cavuzltics were revealed fr-u
the T4 perfrped later, On 26 and 27 Octcber 1971 weether ;loyed w
pri 1y rele in that it 1inited VR missicns which could be jorfir:acd,

& ~ererel VR w.s popfcrmed east cf the Keyhole Rubber Flantaticn revealing
light trail cctivity on 26 Octcber, Ncrth of Krek & genercl VR rcveeled
old bunkers and nc recent activity in the frea, & new bese cmp, =t
lcast resinentel size, wes spctter =t vicinity of LU2716 on 27 October,
vut due t: 1i dted TLC air essets An' clrsing weuther the arce was
uni:dle te be worked ccrpletely., & request was neds te return to tix
©ved (n 28 Octc.er, but instead of ¢ VR nission between Krek an? Kerhole
Rubber :lentaticong wos received, This arce ylelded only 1licht trcil
cetivity, On 25 Oct-her €71 the 4ir Cav Trecop started tc support

thg 25th ARVN Divisicn but were essigned tc the 50th Reginent in tie
¢ree in the southern pcrti'n f the Boi Lei Weedss, Twe VR's wure per-
f med, cne in the scuthern reci Loi's end cne in tie dc Be Wrors,

Frosh activity was note! and cculd e clessific? as light teo 1efiw,

4t XT642299 one ¥hite Tir tosk fire., The aircroft sustadned i jor
carege ond pilet &nd observer were btoth injured slightly, Ome of the
4ir Cav Treepts Cobres and cne Playbey (334th) He:vy fire Tean exiended
cn the rree with ne:ative rosults spctted, On 30 Octcber, while supi<crting
thv 50th Regivnt in the Ho Bo Wc-ds, a sccut ship wes hit at XT656300
by ¢ suspecto! RPG round, The eircrnft went down in a bell of fire

¢n? cresheds The corian® and centrol ship attempted twice to lont at
tho cresh site to locate tho crew but because of hevvy eneny fire e
lhnding was net executed, On the third try the crivicng and ccutrel ship
picked up the pilct but tho cbserver rereined 1dssing, Upen l-oving
the site the C & C ship took intense enery fire susteining one hit in
the F¥ enmtenna, ARVN's wers inserted in the crea northeast of the
cizsh site (XT6355307) to try te locate the nissing obscrver, Within

a short tie the observer was foun' KIL, strepped in the seet of the
charred heliocpter, While oxtrrcting tiie ARVN's at XT630268 tho treil
ship received hoavy fire while departing the pick up area agein and

wrs frrced tr lend et XT552262, dncther ship picked up the crow ond
«RVi's were insertec tc sccure the circreft until neintencnece perscnnel
extraetcd the airereft. The Air( Ca)v Troop requestad rn 4Lir Strike ot
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Subjiebs Operctaicnul Honert-Losscons wesrnen, 3° Scuafron, 17th wir
Covdry, Porled Enting 31 Octcber 1671, HCS CSFOR-65 (R3%(U)
47638298 but ncgetive T.C csscts were sveileble, On 31 October 1571
vhile supporting the 25th Divisicn in the creu of the "Trepezoidh, a
sceut ship spotted five W pving along & trcdl ot XTE04455 tcw s

the west, The sccut ensorcd the VO and kille! twn, Tho qrea wos enpapger
by & Cobre and ~rtillery from FSB Androws. A DL reverled two W

Ikillcd by the seout en? cne acditiconzl VO probebly killed by the oight
inch crtille y fre: FSB Andrews,

(6) 334th «viation Crmpeny (Atteck Helicopter):
(2) 1 May thru 31 May 1¢71.

(1) Mission V=3/=5 (Falcen), There were no s»:nificont
cctivitics dupins the nenth of Mey. The :idssica ecntinues to e the
nest neoneprecductive nission end tepmancticn hes been reaucstad,

(2) Missiin V=34=1, (5 :¥inute ESB) Durinr the perdcd,
27 1=y te 1 June 1€, the 5 rdnute teaw flew in support cf the 5th
«RVN Divisirn's withdawal cperstion fren the erca aroun? Sneul,
CgmixCit, In vdditien t- the 5 ninute teur, one toan: frcn the V-33-1
2oisidcn 7nd cne extra light fire tew: were provided tc supp-rt this
aoerticn,

(g) On 27 Mey 1€71, a light fire tewx. fro- this
unit &ttucked and dostrayed one ixrtir nesiticn ond twe ,51 celier
aegitions,

(b) On 28 May €71, a ligrt fire team destroyod
onc .51 celiber p siti-n,

(¢) Throuph the weric? of 30 - 31 Moy, elcients
of tods unit cestr yed scven huts at XU5G33; one aben’oned tonk,
coordinati? artillery st JU6131; thrce nizndoner tinks et XU632G; rne
«51 ccliber positien &t XU6330, eight RPG pesiticns at XU6330; «nd
threc secondaryr cxplcsions ¢t coor'in tes XU5534.

{3) Lest Lisnt Roc nnnissince (LLVR)

(2) On9 ey, dic eft fre. this unit Jdest:-yor,
enu 1227 recket and killin, ene pers n menninge 1%, ecor'in:stes XT908239,

(b) On 18 M2y, destroyed ano 107:i: rock.t -t XT896235,
(b) 1 June thru 30 Juns 1571,

(1) V=345 (FLICCN), nc significrnt activities, cncelled

(2) V-34=! (5 sainute ESB).
(2) On 2 June 1971, airereft from this unit ettackod

~ @nd destr:yed one 51 culiler poe(:.ltiion at XU580320,
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Subjects Operaticnal Reprrt-Lessons Learned, 3d Squadrcen, 17th Lir
Cevalry, Period Ending 31 Octcber 1971, (RCS CSFOR-65)(R3)(8)

() On 8 June 1971, the tean engnged an ostinated
VG platocn at coordinetes XT778238, estinated 4 KBH's,

(¢) On 10 June 1571, the deam enpeged twe' sanpans
and an unknown sige VO force ct ccordinatos 18355507, Tean was credited
with twe sampans destrcyed end twe confirmed KBH's,

(d) On 17 June €71, aircraft engaged estimated
VC Platoon at XT765350. Two confiried kills were reported,

(e) On 21 June ©71, aireraft dostrcyo? throe bunkers
at cooxlinntes X8322605.

(£) On 26 June 1971, aircreft destrcyed two rdlitery
structuros et Yr069885, estirating cne KIH,

(3) On 18 June 1671, the 334th Lvn Cc was assigne’
he edditiconal ixissicn of providing two AH-1G's for the 11th LCT teo
fly as high birds on Pink Teems., These aircraft were prcvided for
three cays an? total results fron this rdssi-n werej twe militory
structures cestroyed and cne bunker destroyed with three estiivrtcl KBH's,
All rcsults wore obteincd on 20 June "1971 at--cooddindteos X1T5533%9.

(4) Lest Light Reccnnaissence (LLVR)
(2) On 5 June 1971, destroyed two 107mm: rocket
sites at ccordinates XT845277 and XT890245. Also dostroyed two bunkers
and cstirwted four KBH's at JT894287,

(b) On 15 June 1971, alrecraft Aestroyed twc 107m
rockets ¢t ccordinetes XT901237.

(¢) On 20 June K71, estinntod three KHi's ot
coordinates XT902238,

(d) On 27 June 171, cne 107m ricket wes destro-yer
ot coordinatus XT903238,

(¢) V-34=1 (5 minmute ESB) 1 July thru 31 July 171,

(1) .On 5 July 1571, destrayod twe gilitary structures
an® twe bunkers at coordinates XS4272,

(2) On 8 Juy 1971, airereft engaged an unknown sisze
W feree at coordinates XT390852, estiieting 5 KB's,

(3) On 9 July ©71, sircraft destreyed four bunkecrs
an® an estineted threoc KiH's et XT372855,

(31)
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Cavalry, Period Ending 31 Octcber 1571, RCS CSFOR-65 (R3)(U)

(4) On 12 July, estimated § KBH's ct ccordinctos XT588922,
(5) On 19 July, estimated 10 KBH's et eoordinctos XT281565,

(6) oOn 21 July, eircreft destroyed cne bunker «nd
hac three crnfirned KBH's &t ccordimtos 1S526S84,

() 1 hugust thru 31 Auzust 1971, V=34~1 (5 minuto ESB)

(1) On 2 iugust, aireraft destrcycd seven military
structures at c-crdinates WI'695200,

(2) On 16 Lugust, arieraft destr.yed twe worters
anc. an unknown nurber of 107w reckets, et coordinates XT443105.
dircereft fron this unit dectreyed cne sarmen, while the C and C estiiczted
k3i1ling twe personncl,

(3) On 21 iugust 1971, aireraft engeged an unknown
size eney W feree ¢t ecuxdinctes XT936234, cstircting 5 KBH!'s,

(4) On 25 Lugust,”the UH-1H C and C ship nodivecod
five veunde! LRVN trecpss

() Missicn Ve34=1 (5 ninute ESB):

(1) On 4 Sevtenbe$ €71, the 5 ninute ESB tea »ttucked
nn unkncwn sige force at XT400150, toar estineted 5 KEH's,

(3) on8 Sej.utrylﬁer 1671, destrore” cmo 60nia rortar tube,

(3) On 13 Septeuber 1571, the § mihute tes: Jestr- yed
two ndlitery structures at UT4052,

(4) Om 15 Sentenber 1971, teen achicved five ¢ nfirmed
kills end thrco bunkers destrcved at YT'5601Q4.

(5) On 21 Septesber 1971, the 5 ninute tea: ovtiiwtod
20 KiK's «nd fcur bunkers destreyed ot XT915300,

(6) On 26 Septenber K71, the 5 minute tor: at Tay Ninh
destr yed cne 51 ealibcr at XU058864, Later thot day the tocn flew
f-r the 25th LRVN Divisirn an' sohleve” twc kills,

(7) On 27 Soptembor 1571, ot 3265365 the 5 mimuto t au
wore able to crafim two KB's,

(8) On 30 Sontenber 1971, ono 51 celiber >siti-n wus
’!OBtFYQd.

(f) On 1 Octcber 1971 the 334th Lvirtion Coupeny (Lttack
Helieoptor) wes reassipmed tc the‘u.{th wvieticn Bettalion,
L
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SECTION II
Lessons Learned: Cormendop!s 8

valuetions, and lsco jendatio

1. _Eermgnel t None

2. JIptelli-ence: Expedition of intelligence,

&, OBSERVATION: Many agent reports were being received on Secure
telotype 2 to 3 days after they were reported to U8 agent handlers,
This, edded to the tine betwecn an agent naking an observation en® his

Teporting to his handler, made nuch of the inforretion 5-7 days old
bofere it was in the hap

s of 3/17 4iCS elements operating in the fieln
whe could expleit the infernation,

by EVALUATION: With ¢
Z0no, meny of these apent r
elemy unit had rovec
the infor-aticn,
within the 3/17 4

ticns,

€ constantly chencing situvetien in o Cconbat
epcrts were useless beciuse the reported
out of the area befers 3/17 4C8 eleiicnts rcceived

4 clcser liuson with intelligence +wits operating
C8 area of operaticn wag necessery,

¢o RECOMEND.TIC's Both ficld cfficos end user units should tcke
it wxn theiselves to establish & liascn systen,

e COMMIND .CTION: Iimson hcs been estr
4CS rnd » field toen cpercting cut cf Fhu Loi, 4s they rcceive tig
information typewritten coples ~re forwnrdod directly to 3/17 ic8,

*dng this syster, it hrs been pessible to cut the tie spAn fren

tho agent 1glking an observ:tirn until the uger unjt rcceives it tn us
little £s 12 heurs,

3. Qpexctiopg:

Ay Utiligeticn of Brown Plctoons

blishcd between the 3/17

(1) OBSERVATION: The lec tion of the Brown Platoons restricts
th, eopnbility of tho Lir C

tvelry to cpercte nnywhere in Militory Region
III,

(2) EVALU.TION: The Er-wn i'letcons are prosontly loented in
b1der eross e8tly with the Eorcer Ronger Battelions, In oxcor tc
werk tho contrel porticn of MR3 n Troop nust plok up thody Brown Pl-tocn
M then return, To werk in the Phu Ly

aren a Treop westos 12 blide
hours (3 UH=1's x 1 hp x 4) during the cey,

Tho problen is xgnified
whon vwerking the Xuan Loc rrea,

(33)
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(3) RECOMENDATION: That a Brwn Cciypany, consisting of 4
plateens, be esteblished at Phu Led cr in elose proxinity to Phu Loi,

(4) COM#KD ACTION: This recemmondcticn will be frywarded
thrcurh corrvnd chennels,

be Training of New Lviators - LH-1G

(1) OBSERVATIONs The transition of en aviator frow the front
sect to the brek sect of on LH=-1G prosents preblens unique to this type
of eireraft “ue te the difference in tho flight c-ntrols, instrurcnts,
~n visibilit:, Ofton when 2 pilct begins his transition from the
fromt tc th: brek seat, he has nct flown in the beck sect f-r scvoril
nirnthg, thorefore his trcticel training imst be deleyed until he becones
prcficient in flying from the beck seat.

(2) EVLLULTION: Bcfere actunlly beconiny an Lireraft Ceivinder

; (4C) or pilot = in = cniwend (PIC) of an iHe1G, ¢ pilet shoul” bLe ~iven
' as :uch tise as prsgible in the back scat te beerue frwilicr with the
» instrunents, flight contrcls, and other aspects of flying the .H~1G

fr.o: the reer sect, By deing this, he is better prepercd to c-neentrate

cn the tactical :snects rether than hrving to ecncontrote en fming
the -ircreft when hc is beerrdng & PIC or &C, He shculd know how the
aivercft is reine to roect during dives, pull-cuts, #nd hiph-G ma-
neuvers beofcre boin: plece in a situvati-n where he nust enncentrite
en ceontrellin the alreraft and the tacticel sitwiticrn at the scie tiue,
This bee nies extrenely liapertont when cscorting un-aried airercaft inte
LZ's whero they iwy rcceive hostile fire frem any dirccticn and @ tocticil
2ocisicn uust Limedintcly be redes

(3) RECOM'ENDLTIONSs That new 4H-1G eviators fly as ::uch back
seet tinve as possible aftor their initiul orientation in country,
Flirits to stagirg arcas, test fires, =nd othor non tocticel flirfits
rrovicde oxcollent treining ojr:ortundtios for new LH-1G aviators, Froctise
rockot runs an fire tesn attacks on sirwletod targots will cic” dn 2
snoother iore offoctive tronsition whon the pilot is prepering to fly
tacticsl nissions fron the bick so-te

(4) COMM.ND LCTION: This inforwvtion is bing distributud
to 8]l subordinate units in ¢ Lessons lLoarned bulletin,

:‘. Use of Greund Gnides While Pesitiosing Atreraft in Revets
pontas

(1) ORSERVATION: Rccent nolicy dictates thet all edrcreft
beings positioned in rnd cut of revetnonts will have (-oun’ guicdcs,
This policy h's causod soverzl ncar accidents and/or .ncicents,

(34)
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(2) EVLLULTION: It hgs boen found thet it is not possible
to divide ono!'s attention between & gromund gulde anc the revot.ant
while positioning the circreft, especially in an 4H=1G that is nomelly
ncer it's pexdnun gross weight, If the pilot attempts Yo conccntrate
on signzls fron the ground guicdo, he loscs the feeling of notion of
the alrernft thot is nost eriticel Auring this nonuver, Hovering in
& confined sprce is a eriticel mamuver for ¢ helicopter and it 1s very
donrorous for tho pilot to divert his cttention away fron control of
tho rircreft, The pround guides only corramiczation with the pilot is
visual (rather then cudio), therofore tho pilot rmust look at the rround
rudde if he is to be used, If the aircreft is cleared fron insi‘o the
aircraft by a nenmber of tho crow, tho pilot hes mucio communicition with
his fuide, lenving his other senses to control the airereft, In ad’'-
ition to the < anger to the crow ond aircreft, the ground gulce hinsclf
is exposed to serious or fatal injury should the aircreft havo & pevotiont
striko, The groun? puide .wmst position hi:self sorewhore forward of
the aireraft where he can be seen by the pilot, thersby exposin: hi:self
to a rotor strike or other injury should en accident occur,

(3) RECQOE!IDLTIONS:

(a) Thet the we of ¢(round guides be discontinued i:odiately
before a sorious accidont occurs,

(b) That the unit's initicte & progran of troining now
avictors in positionins airereft in and out of revotuonts, to include
biofing crow renbers on what is required,

(4) COMMLND 4CTIONs & chango in poliey h<s boan roquostod
through corvxn? channels.

de Turret Weapana 8ysten Treining « LHe1G.

(1) OBSERVATIONYs New uH=1G avictors cru not effectively treired
in the operetion, neintensnco, an? o:ploy ent aspects of tho [H-1G
Xv28B1 turret wezpons syste:,

(2) BVLLULTION: Lack of tr-ininy on the turret wee ons srsten
hrs been thc ctuse of sowral racent recidontsl firings end turrot
wacnon melfunctions, We huve found that this can bo prevento’ by ine
structing tho new aviitors in the o orntion uf the turrot systes, in-
cluding practic 1 coonstretionsy ‘sotually lcading, awming, and sloaring the
systoris, E-phasis i3 boins pl:rced on the pilots thonsclves roardnp rnd
chacking the operction of the turret woepons aystie «ftor a rission,
boonuse of thu lack of trrining of the crow chicfs nnd othor neintencnee
porsonnel on the systers. dLfter ipleienting o policy of pllots thone
selvos reeming (or st loret cercfully supervising: the rerrming) vo heve
axperionced an imnoliate, lrrpo Cecrocse in turrot irlfunctions,

(35)

_CONFIDENTIAL




« U Y=-0C
Subjuets Orerational Report-Lessons Lorriaed, 3d Squidron, 17th Lir
Cevolry, Period Enting 31 October 1971. MBS CSFOR-65 (R3$(U)

(3) KECOME'DLTIONS: That new AH-1G pilots receive ¢ deteilcs
elcss on the operction, 'wintenance, nnd ermnloynent of the XM28E1
wurpons syster: upon thoir rrrivel et the wdt, The cless showld bo
idven ot the plrtoon/scction level to nllow for ~s nwuch prectieal
instruction ~s possible, Other aviators in the platoon/section should
j\;reient the elrss, therely constently increcsing thoir knowledis of the
&.sten,

(4) COMMAND LCTION: Subercin te units heave been dirceted to
insure thrt ~11 LH=1G pilots heve a tiorourh knowledie of roarming
procccurt s, 411 units ere encourcped to hive their pilots tele an
~ctive port in the reariing of uH-1G's,

o ;51 Caliber Ruvironnont:

(1) OBSERVATION: Durins the recent oper-tion ncar Snoul,
G hordin, nu-'crous enony .51 ccl positions werc oncountured, pls eing
tvi~tors in :n environicnt rnd situ:ztion th:t .rost wecre unfamilior
with,

(2) EVLLULTION: The major ;roblen in Ac:dias with o51 cal
vocitions w8 knowin~ thecir positive loc-tion. On 2 nuiber of occrsions
during an atteck on = particulcr target, an siverift would receoive hoavy
firc fron all sifes, The birmrest denger was not so .wch known 51 cal
rositions cs it w's the other (51 eul's locrted in t!'¢ vieinity of the
t'rect areny 4 nunber of virereft recoive! hits; iost of thosc wero
tolken fro enany positions not in the torpet cree, ut loente in the
innodirte vicinity, Once n .51 cal position was positively locotud,
it cmld bo ‘estroyed, The turret proved very offuctive as an injticl
supprossive wuoyon, Durin- the etteek, the eo=-pilet/.unnor siould nevor
Yircet his rttontion solcly at the target area, but kecp ¢ const nt
w teh to ti sifes und ruor to dotect enaiyy firc und positions :nd to
.ltee suppressive fire on those furing the broek, & censtrat elvn-ce
in thu circetion of rtt-ck . nd bronk (friondly situation allowing) elso
provie offoctive. wltitude hid eortrin ndventopes, one of which wi's,
it afforded a o ller n” "orc difficult targot, The dsi vent.go of
hi;h r.ltitule is the 1. "uer’ acoupecy of the LH=1G werpons systons,

It w~s found thnt the oest Jefenso apeinst & 51 ovl position weg not
alwiys cltitudeo, but on intense, accurcto attrck on tho positio: itself,

(3) RECOMIE!D.TIQNS: 4Lviators flying in @ .51 ¢l onvironaont
shoul! stry congtuntly wbtrust of enely 51 cal positions as: they axe
roprtcd, Whilc sttocldny tor ots, tho eowpilot/gunnor's attention
should be dinctcd to the sices an prear of the ireruft to detoct
onoy fire <8 soon as [ossible. Filots should 14,4t their altitude to
that which still offors thci: the caprbility of deliverdng inxdicte,
scour~to firec on enery ;csitions.

(36)
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s ErTpen oy
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(4) COMLND iCTION: This infornction is being distrilbuted to
211 subordinate units in 2 Lessons Loerned Bulletin,

fo Uso of Hoavy Fire Teans; 151 Calider Enviromnent:

(1) OBSERVATION: During the rveent oporction, light fire

teans wero not foun! to bc hirhly effoctive 2grd nst numerous .51 cal
nositions,

(2) EVLLULTION: While atteckins; known ene:y locations, tho
fire tcans cniie under fire fro: eneny .51 erl positions scettered throupn-
out the eneny eres, Usuclly the .51 cel positions wore et a lecetion
other than the targct buing sttacked by the fire toan, These 51 cal
prositions wore able to placo offective firc on tho firo tean while the
airers £t were going outbound or preparing to turn inbound, Tho fire
torn wes usuelly not in ¢ (oo’ position to ettack the newly cdiscovere!
cnery locctionss The 7,62 rinizun proved to be nn effcetive “cfense
crninst these positions, whun eltitude wes such hat it pepaitte!
offcetive engape onte Tho altitudes uscd to atteck the terazcts viried
froi1 2500 to 4500 foet LGL. 4t hipghor dltitules, the fire could not
bo ylreed on the terret with the deproc of sccurccy needed to ncutrmlige
the .51 cel position, altbecurh th: highor altitudes did pleeo the cipw
creft beyond nexinun effoctive renge of the 451 cal, Most of the
cirereft sustwining hits did so et the lowor altitudos. Howover, with
an arressive cttack fron arowd 3500 fect 4GL, sccurrte fire crull be
plreed on the tarpot and the terpct dostroyeds ad?itionc] adventages
were cbtainad by using hervy cnd heavyehcrvy firc toe:s (3 2nd 4 #H=1G)
to cnpngo known o51 eal positiony once it is located, it ocan bo destroved,

(3) RECOMENDLTIONSs Tkot = hervy fire tumr or noro bo usod
tu wnpnpe kiavn heeovy crliber enemy positions, The fltitude use” to
unc e knewn hoovy celiber ency enti-cireraft positions shoul® be
tiv t which will ellow cecurrte and intunse fire to be plrecd on the
tar ot (3000-3500 fect LGL).

(4) COMLID LCTION: This informction is boing disseminated for
c-asicerition by subordin:te unit comrv'ers,

g 451 Calibor Configurations,

(1) OBSERVATION: Twice in th past six :ionths onc air Ceov
Troop ohsorve” cxtonsive .51 crliber confirurctions, In both instinces -
t. 002 were frr ..ore run ositicns obsorve” than theye wore “nti-cirereft
we~ «wns, In beth instences tho positicns were in the onen, but loertod
within 50 wotors of ¢ woodline or densoly vercteted arce, In occh
ec 8o the positions were crrenpcd in crows of threo in e trianul r
3 ottorn with the distonce imtweon positions renping fron 25 te 30 reteps
s;art, Where onc gxcup of three wis obsorved, enother greu,: alenp on

(37)
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edjacent woodline wes 21so observed, This seco.d group would be
secondaxy positions in cesc the first group wes sighted or .iwvn
awa;” by firing, The second prroup of jositions would le loccted from
200 to 400 meters fron the firs¢ group and would cover the sane fields
of fire., If active positions were observed and not destroyed, and
ohservation on the ¢res w's not continuous, subsequent attacks on

the first positions would be enpupged from the secondery positions,

In «11 cases where thr initi.1 pesitions wore destroved, no fire

was ever received froi. tic secondury positions, It is simificrit

to note trot the mejorit: of enemy initiated firin's came froo the
aireraftts 6 O'clock position, thereby decreasin~ ene:y vulncrobility
to detection ond destrurtion,

(2) EVALUATION: It is anoerent from the obove obscrv tions
th~t the enamy uses secondery positicis to full tack to whan prinary
cnti-cirereft positions <re ohserved or riven away in the roc sg
of enya@ding <ireraft. This nethod of eiivloynent is hijhly effzctive
when gontinuous olservetion cannet ‘e 'v intiined until the pri-ry
positions are destroved. The US Arry doss nct yet iave a helicoter
.ounted wea ons svster, (20 included) wiich is cepakle cf destroyin:
< well positicnec and 'winned 51 calibter positien withcut suvjeetin
the crew of the ettacking aircreft to un‘us risks The US 4ir Force
hes this capability, but is for the most pert rot rosponsive enousth
to prevent that jeriod of mop—obscrviticn wien the secondary P"sitions
are occupiui,

(3) RECCIZENDATIONS:
(2) That infor ation of this time be disseninated to
.viation vndts s soon .'s ossiule without rcg- o0 to security ¢l ss-—
ificetions,
(b) Thet avoropriate a encies coutinue to res:z:rch
Lelicopter arnament systc. . with the intent of roviding 4 wenons
srsten with a hish derrec of reliabilit:, & ri-h percentage of first

row'] hits, &nd destructive power rouctly equivalent to a 10%m IB
round.

(4) COMinMD ACTION: This information i: being distrilmted
in o Liscons Leerned Lulletin,

4(U) Qrganimtion: lene
5V} Iredadnc: None
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6.(C) loglstics
g« Care #né Turn-in of iirmurdticn,

(1) OBSERVATION: Snell ams cisunition was not beinr properly
¢ for end unserviceahle armunition was not being turned in to
3 Ordnance Trttalion,.

(2) EV.LUATION: 3¢ Ordincnce wolicy regarding the twmrn=in of
unserviceable anmunition wes not known or adheared to, GCobrs ,ilots
were unloa/in: their airer<ft prior to periodic inspections .l leaving
the minigun ond 4Cnn aivmunition on the ground and disrepariing it
ingtosd of rogtucking it in a can for future use. The Navy Se:wolvus

ver e not progorly cerdng for ninicun asmunition teken from the reswm
noint,

(3) RECOMEMK.TION: Chack with 34 Ordunance on pro.er turn-in
procecdures for s-all arig cirundtion and advise :11 eémmunition han lors
and users of the “roder c.re of anmunition,

(4) COMM.ND (GTION: 3¢ Ordnance policy regerding the turn-
in of smcll ars anirundtion is now boing edhearcd Lo and all v
hanclers «nd users have Leen briefed on the precr cere of armunition,

b, Shorts;e of Darrier Materinl

(1) OUSERVATICN: & criticel shortage of barrier metericl
oxisted during tic period July thru Se terber 1671,

(2) EV.LULTION: The phesc ~own and rduetion of United
Statcs stre :th in the 33 Mlitery Rerien wag exiretod to trips; about
a lessenins of thc dernnd on itens such <s concertina wire, sand
higs, enginecr stekos, and B-40 (chain 1ink) fence. However, with
fewer troops, the demand inerecsed substancizlly s#nd could not he
nict by depot.

(3) RECOMMENIM.TION: That ostimetcs be made by all units
of their futwre necds of berrior type material to enahle de ot to
have the neterirl - ilsble,

(4) COMMAl  “TION: Requcster! c¢sti@tes on brrricr tyw

natorial froniell e...ionts of this corwnd, en’ forw. rd the estimates
to 12th CaG,

(39)
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7. (U) Cor cations: None
8. (V) Materiel: None
9. (U) Qthep: None

Mol g
JOHN B, DUGLN

Gorrmding
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AVBAGC (10 Nov 71) ist Ind 11DEC €N
SUBJECT: Operatiomsl Report-lessons Learned of 3d Squadron, 17th Air
Cavalry for Period Ending 31 October 1971, RCS CSFOR-65 (R3) (U)

DA, Headquarters, 1st Aviation Brigade, APO San Francisco 96384

TO: Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHDO-DO
APO San Franolsco 96375

This Headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report - Lessons Learned
for the perlod ending 31 October 1971 and concurs.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

’

1LT, AGC
Asst Adjutant General
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3 & S e
- .ﬁ. J_’* by S Fh s % pm— =
AVEDO-DO (10 Nov 71) 2nd Ind 16 DEC 18/1 g

SUBTECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned of 3d Squadron, 1Tth Air
Cavalry for Period Ending 31 October 1971. RCS CSFOR-65(R3)(11)

Feadauarters, United States Army Vietnam, APO San Francisco 06375

T0: Commander in Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATT™: GPOP-FD,
APO 95558

This Headquarters has reviewed the Operational Rerort-Tessons learned
for the period ending 31 October 1071 from Headquarters, 3d Squadron,
17th Air Cavalry and concurs with comments of indorsing headquarters.

9 Ve
L HONSOWETZ

CPT. AGC.
Assistant Adjutant General!

FOR TI'™ COMMANDFR:

Cy furn:
1st Avn Bde
3/17th Air Cav
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GPOP-FD (10 Nov' 71) 3d Ind (U)

SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned, HQ 3d Squadron,
17th Air Cavalry for Period Ending 31 October 1971,
RCS CSFOR-65 (R3) (u)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 21 JAN 1972

TO: HQ DA (DAFD-ZA), WASH DC 20310

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

gPT. AGC
Asst AG
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