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SUMMARY

A study is made of acoustic base line methods for detectiig and locating surface sound sources such as trucks.
The experimental system used is composed of widely separated omnidirectional receivers and a signal processor
which operates on the receiver outputs. The long base lines and the highly periodic nature of the acoustic signals
generated by engines of any type lead to severe ambiguity in acoustic source location. Mathematical derivations
and experimental analysis have led to signal processing techniques which reduce the periodic components of the
source signals and preserve the random signal components for use in time-of-arrival measurements. Subsequent
source location is highly successful. In the present analysis: (a) a source whose sound-pressure level (SPL) is
about 100 dB re 0.0002 microbar and whose signal contains strong periodic compcnents was detected and locatex!
using base lines of about 1000 meters; (b) accuracies in locating the sound source of several meters were achieved
under calm weather conditions; and (c) identification of the sound sources was successfully performed based on
spectral signatures.
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1. (U) Intreduction

The purpose of this work was to assess experimentally the feasibility of locating power generators by time-
correlating their acoustic encrgy relayed by three or more spatially-separated acoustic sensors. Correlation tech-
niques are very commonly used in the process of localizing noise sourcas{!-11) and many of the factors affecting
sound-ranging are well understood12), -

The specific problem addressed in this work was eliminating the spurious maxima from the correlation
function of the generator signal. These spurious maxima result from the dominant periodic compone.its existing in
the generator’s acoustic signal. Depending on the nature of the sensor configuration and the particutar generator
tested ten or more maxima of equal amplitude may appear in the correlation function. This makes it difficult to
correctly identify the true correlation maximum.

This report discusses a successful technique to eliminate the effect of periodic components from the correlation
function and defines relatively simple methods of correctly identifying these types of targets. Chapters 1], 11, 1V,

and V, respectively, di~cuss the theory behind this experiment, the experimental apparatus and microphone con-
figuration, the experimental analysis and results, and summarize the ﬁndings‘.’
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IL. (U) Theory

The location of sound sources is done by using time-of-arrival techniques. To establish the coordinates
of the acoustic source by this metnod the following must be known: (a) a minimum of two independent del1, times
(time differences between the same event received at s2veral microphone lecations); and (b) the corresponding
microphone separating distances (base lines). In practice, the microphone array configuration is known and the only
parameters to be measurcd are the delay times between the elements of at least a thrze-microphone array. If the
acoustic source is of impulsive nature the time difference between signals received at several microphone locations
is easily defined. This, however, is not so in the case of continuous signuls. In the latter case cross-correlation tech-
niques can achieve results analogous to those obtained for the pulse case.

A. Correlation Analysis

The cross-correlation of two waveforms is a measure of their similarity as a function of the time shift berween
them. Mathematically this can be achieved by computing the cross-corsrelation function. That is, the two signals are
multiplied and summed over a specified time window T. This is doae for different values of time 7. For the value of
7 at which the two signals match, a maximum value of the correlation function is obtained. This value of 7 is equal
to the delay time of one signal relative to the other. The mathematical expression for the discrete cross-correlation
function is:

N+m

Ryj (mk) = & E X; (n) X; (n-k) M

n=m

Here, X;(n) is the signal on channel { at the nth sample instant, Xj(n-k) is the signal on channel j at the (n-k)th
sample instant, k is the delay between channels in samples, N is the correlation window ia samples, and m is the
sample instant for start of the correlation window.

In the case of discrete plotting of a series of measurements in the form of pairs of observation points ¥;(n)
and X;(n), a normalized measure of correlation lying between -1 and +1 is often desirzble. The digital form of i“¢

_normalized correlation is: S N . T
N+m T Nem =12
= 1 1 2 :
= (mk)=Ri(mk)-§] — X2(n 1= Xe(n .
pij (M) = Ry(m k) NZ 2(m) Nz;]()
n=m n=m

The normalized correlation function was suggested as a method to reduce spurious correlation maximn. _°
rationale behind it is as follows: Write Eq (1) as,

Rij (m_k) = gj(m) 9 (m-X} Pij (m,k)
N+m T 12

o;(m)= -;3 Z x2 @) @

n=m

where,

If there is a large change in energy in the signal from one correlation record ro the next, thea it is possible
that,

Rjj (my.kp) > Rjj(ma, k) )

JE U R LA
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while,
pij(my. k) <pjj(ma, k) ©)

simply because
. oi(ml)aj (mp - k) >>0;(m3) Uj(mz-kz) )

If the signal is quasi-stationary in the sense that its spectral shape does not change with time, then py; will be
independent of the record time m. Hence it will be a more ccnsistent estimator of the true correlation maxima than
Rij if the signal energy, above, is non-stationary.

i For an example, consider the application of correlation techniques to an acoustic receiving system consisting
‘ of a three-element airay. The coordinates of the array relative to a known origin, in this case a control processing
i center, will be known.

i B.  Time of Arrival Techniques

K In Figure 1 the field deployment of such an array is illustrated. It has been mentioned above that the signal
from the source, whose position relative to the array is S (X,Y), arrives at different times at M1, M2, and M3. The
N difference in time-of-arrival (delay time 7) can be detenmined using cross-correlation techniques. Using the delay
time to locate the source of disturbance one must find a relationship between 7 and the geometry of the system.
To simplify the calculations we have assured a planar geometry (i.e.,Z=Z = Z, = Z3). If this is not the case an
array of at least four sensors is required to locate the sound source.

Ma(Xa, Yp)

m e g

e

e e

; . Figure 1. Location of 2 Sound Source by Triangulation
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Using an orthogonal coordinate system the microphone configuration can be designated as M1(Xy, Y1),
M2(X3, Y5), and M3(X3, Y3). Using simple geometrical configurations the following relationships can be obtained
for the time delays of the signal produced by an acoustic source S having coordinates (X, Y) and recorded at M1,

M2, and M3:
1 1 ~Y)2 2112
VI Bl Ry [[(YrY) *(X-Xr)] v
(YZ“Y)Z + (Xz-X)z 1/2] »
3=ty -ty = 4 2 [(\l-Y)2+(X-X1)2] 12_
(¥-Ya2+ (x3-%)2 | V 2], ®
and ) i

132=t3-t2=$ [[(Y_Y3)2+(x3_x)2] 1/2_.

[Wz*Y)z +(Xz-X)2] g 2]

In the above equation V is the velocity of sound in the atmosphere and is given by:

T
Vv, § T, Y 9

Here V, = 332 meters per second at 0 °C, T is the absolute temperature in degrees kelvin, T, is the ambient
temperature in degrees kelvin and V,, is the velocity of the wind.

... Equations 8-are the equations of hyperbolas whose foci are the fixed points M1, M2, and M3: Therefore, sz i

for a given 7 we can determine a hyperbola, that is a set of points whose difference in distance from the fixed
points, for example, M1 and M2, is equal to 715 (a constant). Two such hyperbolas should intersect at least once.
The point of intersection determines the location of the source of disturbance. As the source changes position
the delay times will also change and hence a new intersection will te defined. Therefore, by computing the delay’
times between different microphone pairs in real time the source of dzsturbance can be tracked.

C.  Signal Prewhitening

Signal prewhitening is used primarily to reduce the periodic structure of the correlation function.(10) In the
present analysis the prewhitening and cross-ccrrelation scheme consists of taking two time functions X;(t) and
X3(1), taking the discrete Fouxier transforms Fy (w) and F9(w), multiplying the first with the coujugate of the
second in order to find the cross-spectral power density, prewhitening the result in order to suppress periodicity,
and then taking the inverse transform to obtain the cross-correlation. Note that if the prewhitening step is omitted
the result is a normal crosscorrelation function.(!3)

For example, if Xl(t) and X(t) are two time functions therr Fourier transforms Fl(w) and Fa{w) can be

written: .
Fj(w)=a) (w)+jby (w)

and } .
R@rn@ubh (10)

10




! CONFIDEMTIAL

Then the cross-spectral power density is:
S1, 2w) = Fy(w) F*y(w) = [a(w) az(w) + b (w)by(w)]
+jlag(w) by (w) - ha(w)ay(w)].
Any prewhitening scheme in the frequency domain can be cons:dered to be a multi; lication of S 2(w) by a function

P, Kz(w) (10) 1 general, there are no restrictions placed on K2 (w). However, in order to preserve phase inforrmation,
L K2(w) is required to be positive real. After performing the multiplication we have,

T) 2(w) = s&?n@ (w) (1)
: where,
: K2(w) = @280 (12)
2 20a24g?] 12
g here,

a=1] (w) 13 (w)+b) (w) by (w)and
B=1a3 (w) by (w)-by (w)a] (w) 13

At this point take the inverse transform of T z(w) Using the convolution theorem the inverse transform of T 2(w)
equals the inverse transform of Sy, 2(w) convolved with the inverse transform of K (w) Then since the inverse
transform of §) 2(0.)) is the cross-correlation Ry 2(1') of X(t) and X5(t), the result is the corss-correlation of
Xj(t)and Xz(t) convolved with a function k(7), ‘where k(7) is the inverse transform of K2 (w).

D.  Spectral Analysis

Spes.tral analysxs is based upon computanon of the Founer mtegral

il it} es

Sx (D= f X(t)exp(—ant)dt . (14)

In order to understand how computaticn of the Fourier integral helps to make meamngful measurementa, consider
o the Fourier transform svritten in its sine-cosine form:

SX(O’_'_/; X(t)('c‘os 2nft - jsin 2’1rft>) it ( i (1’5)‘

the content of X(t) at some frequency f. Thus the transform resolves the time function into a set of components at
various frequencies much as a set of analog filters would. However, it not only yields the amplitude of each frequency,
; . but also resolves the in-phase (real, cosine) component and the quadrature (imaginary, sine) component, thereby

A giving magmtude and phase information which is dlfﬁcult to obtain in any other way.

. ‘ This equation states that the transform averages a time function input X(t) with a set of sines-cosines to determine

»
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IH. (U) Experimental Apparatus and Experimental Arrangement (U)

A.(C)Target — Sensor Configuration (U)

(C) The target, 50 Hz, 75 KVA generator motor set, was tested in a semi-jungle environment area on Auxiliary
Field No. 6 at Eglin AFB, Florida. The test was conducted in order to establish criteria for locating and identifying
generator type targets. Figure 2 depicts the relationship between the sound source and the sensors. The detection
system consisted of modified Phase 11l commikes (MCOM), hand-emplaced commikes (HEC), and an RADC acoustic
system. The Phase Il commikes were connected to a central recording station via an RF link, while the RADC
microphenes were hard-wired into a recording system.

(C) The MCOM and HEC were placed at points designated by stake markers on the four legs (north, south, east,
and west) from the source. The stakes were in 100-meter increments up to 1 kilometer and from thete in 500-meter
increments up to 2 kilometers. The source as indicated in Figure 2 was positioned off-center. The location was
approximately 20 meters from center on the north leg and approximately 8 meters from center on the west leg. It
should be noted that the exhaust was directed parallel to the east leg.

(C) The two MCOMS and one HEC were collocated on each of the four legs. Two MCOMS ailowed for backup
data in case 2 MCOM failed during a test. The HEC gave continuous audio data for evaluation of the audio signal
at any time during the operation of the MCOMS. :

(C) The RADC acoustic microphones were positioned at various points along the four legs of the test array.
Figure 3 depicts the four different arrays used by RADC and the positions of the microphones relative to the source.

B.{C) Sensor System Description (Phase Il Commikes) )

(C) The HEC transmitted continuous audio while the MCOM transmitted type I messages upon recognition of the
source. The MCOM vras commanded to the audio mode at various times throughout the test. The MCOM consists of

T TTTTETT T T Phase Ul commike modified by NADC (Naval Air Developmenit Center). The commike was modified to consist

cen a3 AL SR BT A ST L b A G0,

of detezijon circuitry which was included in the audio module,(1) as shown in Figure 4.

: (C) The detection circuitry consisted of a phase lock loop which sweeps from 72 to 78 Hz nominal. A signal

; within this frequency range must be present at least 10 seconds (enable timer) before the unit will begin to process
the signal. After the 10-second period, the signal must be present for 7 minutes more (verification timer), with no
dropouts exceeding 10 seconds. At the end of 7 minutes a type I message is transmitted signifying the presences of
the “source.” If the signal should dropout for more than 10 seconds the entire process starts over with the enable
timer. At any time during the processing of the signal the MCOM can be commanded into the audio mode.

(C) There is a certain finite amount of time during which any MCOM can transmit audio after being commanded
into the audio mode. The amount of continuous audio time after a command o the audio mode is 20 seconds
nominal. Since the unit’s battery life is limited mainly by the number of times it transmits audio, the audio command
is used infrequently. ‘ .

o

(C) The operating characteristics of the MCOM are the same as the Phase 111 conimike but will be restated here
for clarity. The frequency response of the MCOM is from 50 to 2 KHz with output distortion less than 10% for the
audio mode. The output noise level is 24 millivolts rins maximun while the instantaneous dyramic range is 32 db.
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(C) The information transmitted by the MCOM is received, digitized, and transmitted (S-band) by an airborne
segment data link to a receiving and analy:is center. The digitizing rate is approximately 4 KHz. The digita!
information is then transmitted using an S-band transmission. The link is depicted in Figure 5. The audio digital
data is then transformed back to analog data (D/A) at the receiving and analysis center.

ViF VHF keceiver gand
Filter (o —_glheceiverl___glligiplexer o Uigiplexer xciter

Interface
nit l
S-Land Antenna
S-Band S-Band S-Band
'qirectional g— Filter ,‘____An_xpﬁ- - ‘
Coupler fier

Flgur 5. S-Band Data Lmk for Phase lll Commrkes T

C. (U) RADC Acoustic Systern

The RADC expenmental apparatus consisted of the sound system mxcrophones, the micrometeorological
instrumentation, ar:d the recording 2quipment. .

1. Sound System — The sound system was a 100-watt system consisting of two loudspeakers and an audio
tape recorder. The speakers were Lansing Models LE 154 which have a relatively flat response in the frequency
range 40-6000 Hz. The audio portable recorder was a Tandberg Model 11 with frequency response 40-20,000 Hz.
In addition to the generator target the following sound sources were used in this experiment:

a. Broad Band Noise — Filtered ncise in octave bands were used as a noise source. The bands are 40-80
Hz, 80-160, 160-320, 320-640, 640-1280 Hz. The duraticn of these signals is 15 seconds each. These signals were
used to determine the ability to cross-correlate on pure noise and to compare these results with cross-correlation
functions obtained from the “source truck” signals. In additlon to nmse-like sxgnak truck sxgnatures contain strong
spectral lines. .

b. Swept Tones — These are swept tones and pure tones covering the frequency range between 50-150 da.
The structure of these signals is as follows: (1) 50 Hz for 15 seconds; (2) 50-150 Hz range swept in 1S seconds; (3)
150-50 Fz swept in 15 seconds; (4) 50 Hz pure tones for 15 seconds. These signals were included in order to make
direct comparison with'the source signals which appear to sweep the same frequency range. Also, n was of interest
in itself to test cross-correlation on these types of signals.
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¢. Moving Target (Truck) — The signatures from a moving truck along a prescribed path have been
recorded. These signatures were used as an interfering target.

d. Interfering Targets

(1) In this case three trucks were used at the same time. The trucks were separated by 100m.

{2) Prop and jet aircraft were used as interfering targets in various configurations. The masking experi-
ments are designed to determine the effectiveness of cross-correlation techniques to locate and fallow targets of
interest as a function of base line in the presence of interference phenomena.

2. Microphones — In answering the question concerning the applicability of cross-correlation techniques for
a stationary periodic target, four arrays of microphones were used. These are depicted in Figure 3. An array con-
sisted of four omnidirectional microphones. The microphones are GR-P1560-9531's and have a frequency response
which is flat in the range between 2 and 6000 Hz.

3. Micrometeorological Instrumentation — A meteorological system manufactured by Meteorology Research,
Inc. (MRU) was used in this experiment. The instrumentation was mounted on a 6-foot tower. The system is capable
of giving the temperature, wind speed, and wind direction. Using these data, information about temperature stability
and the turbulence in the area can be obtained.

4. Recording Equipment — The signals from the microphones are hardwired to a central recording system.
The lines are driven by a set of amplifiers which are gain switchable. The total dynamic range of the system is 90 db
and the gain can be switched between 27 db and 97 db. The steps are 10 db each. The bandwidth of the system is
2 to 2000 Hz. The output of the amplifiers was fed into a 14-channel analog tape recorder. The recorder was a
Honeywell 5600 magnetic tape recorder. Out of the 14 channel- in the FM record mode four were used for the
microphones and three were used for the meteorological channels. The edge track A was used for voicc commentary.
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IV. (U) Analysis and Results

The experimental data for this effort were collected at Eglin AFB Florida. The experimental details and the
type of the sound source (referred to as “source” in the following sections) against which the data were collected
are summarized in Chapter 111 of this report. The analysis of the data was performed by using the following equip-
ment: (a) Federal Scientific Correlation and Probability Analyzer; (b) Federal Scientific UA-6B Spectrum Analyzer;

and (c¢) PDP-9 Generzl Purpose Digital Computer,

A.  Spectrum Analysis

To determine the properties of the “source,” its sound intensity and the frequency spectrum of the emitted
signal were examined. X

1. Sound Intensity — To establish a safe distance over which the “source” could be detected the sound.
pressure level (SPL) one meter away from the target was examined. The SPL at any distance from the sou1d source

can be determined using the following relationship: {15). (16, (17)
I(R) = (W, + D) - 20 log R - MR - T (dB) (16)

Here, W, is the source acoustic power in dB relative to 10°16 watts; D is the directivity index; M is the attenuation
coefficient in dB per unit distance; and T is the transmission loss in dB. The term 20 log Rrepresents the geometricui

spreading loss.

The “source” exhibited somne degree of directionality. The SPL one meter away and in the direction of the
exhaust system, or the two sides adjacent to the exhaust, was found to be 108 dB, while the SPL on the side opposite
to the exhaust was about 100 dB. The background noise at the test site was of the order of 56 dB during the day and
about 40 dB during the night. The Eglin terrain was heavily wooded and a loss coefficient!?) M = 0264 dB/m is
estimated for this terrain and for this source (i.e., most of the energy of the sourc~ is found to be below 150 Hz).

- Using Equation (16), the SPL of the “scurce,” and the environmental noise, an effective range forasignal-

to-none ratio equal to unity is: (a) in the direction of the exhaust: (1) daytime, R=340m and (2) nighttime, R=460m;

(b) in a direction opposite to the exhaust: (1) daytime, R=230m and (2) nighttime, R=380m. These results are in
excellent agreement with the experimentally observed values. However, data processing improved the ahove detection
ranges considerably (i.e., a factor of two ur more is a realistic rangz with minimum processing).

The above analysis shows that a safe range for detecting the source of interest, with minimum data
processing, is about 600m. Larger ranges could be achieved if the background noise is reduced and/or by additional
processing of the data. The periodic nature of the source of interest (see next section) suggests that ranges of several
kilometers could be achieved by averaging the data over longer periods of time (i.e., several minutes).

2. Source Spectrum — Using Equation (14) the spectrum of the source signal has been calculated. In Figure
6. a. a typical power spectrum over an analysis range 0-2000 Hz is shown. In Figure 6.b. the source spectruin is
shown over the analysis range of 100-2000 Hz after the signal was amplified by 20 dB. This churt was produced by
passing the signal through a high pass filter und then amplifying it by 20 dB. Figure 6.c. shows the power spectral
density of the background noise (generator off), produced under the same conditions as Figure 6.b. In addition to
the fact that the source is highly periodic, Figure 6 indicates that most of the acoustic energy is found in the 0-100
Hz frequency band. Figure 7 shows details of the generator spectrum in this frequency range. It is observed that the
signal has a fundamental of 12.5 Hz and that the strongest frequency component is at 25 or 37.5 Hz (i.c., the
second or the third harmnnic). Whether the 25 Hz or the 37.5 Hz line is the strongest line in the spectrum depends
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Figure 6, The Power Spectrum of: (a) the generator in the analysis range 0-2000 Hz, 0 dB gain; (b)
the generator in the analysis range 100-2000 Hz, 20 dB gain; and (c) the backzround noise (generator -~
off) in the analysis range 0-2000 Hz, 20 dB gain. (Array No. 2)
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on the direction of the exhaust pipe relative to the detector. That is, if the microphone is in the same direction as
the exhaust pipe outlet, the 37.5 Hz line is the strongest line in the received spectrum, while if the microphone is
in the opposite directicn to the exhaust pipe outlet, the 25 Hz line is the strongest. '

From the mechanics of the source, the 12.5 Hz line appears to be associated with the cylinder firing rate.
The cylinder firing rate (CFR) for a six-cylinder, four-cycle engine is given by:(18)

CFR = RPM _ [Revolutions Per Minute] (Hz) an
2x60 [60 _sg..g]x 2
min

The engine 1ested had an RPM=1500. From Equation (17) one sees that the CFR=12.5 Hz. The 12.5 Hz line appears
to be modulating all its harmonice. This modulation is clearly seen in the time function Figure 8, where the two
adjacent peaks are 80 milliseconds apart. This is a distinct characteristic or this type of sound source and can be used
to correctly identify it. Less than one second of data is required to correctly classify the target. Notice, however,
that the 12.5 Hz modulation is reduced when the source is running with no load on (i.e., when the exciter is wumed
off). A direct comparison of the time function of the source with the exciter on and the exciter off is shown in
Figure 9. Figure 19 shows a typical time serics spectrum of the source with the exciter on and the exciter off, When
the exciter is off the lines are shifted slightly into higher frequency (see also Figure 7). The behavior of the source
with the exciter on/off is not wel! understood. Puzzling also is the {act that the 25 or 37.5 Hz line is more intense
than the engine firing rate (EFR), which in this case is given by:(13)

Err= (REMx(6cyl)) o 1500x6 .5y, (18)
60 ¢ x2 60 x 2 (sec)
min. |

This may be due to the mechanics of the muffler. No data have been collected with the muffler off using this
expsrimental apparatus to verify this assumption.

Another important feature of the source is shown in Figure 6. In this figure, although there is significant
energy in the frequency domain between 100-2000 Hz this energy is about 20 dB l=ss than the energy found
between 0-100 Hz. However, randomness in the source signal is more pronounced in the analysis range 100-2000 Hz.

From the above it is concluded that the class of targets can be easily identified on the basis of the modula-
tion associated with the cylinder firing rate and/or using the rich harmonic content and periodic nature of the
source spectrum. Also the fact that there is enough randomness in the source signal allows it to be used as a basis
for correlation, In light of this informatica an attempt was made to locate the tource using time-of-arrival
information.

B.  Correlation Analysis

Using time-of-arrival techniques to locate a source of disturbance is briefly discussed in the theory section of
this report. It can be shown that if an array of three or more sencors is receiving signals from a sound source
simultaneously, the essential parameter to measure is the difference between times-of-arrival of the signal at the
various receiver locations (delay times). Knowing the difference between the times-of-arrival of a signa! at several
locations and the distance between the receivers (base line), the source of disturbance can be located from simple
geometrical considerations (sce Section 1LK.). The most common method for deternining delay times is a technique
knownas cross-correlation. The necessary prerequisite for this method to work is that the signal is not periodic. If
the signal isperiodic (see theory) the solution is not unique and the technique comptetely fails unless time differences
less than the period of the signal are expected. This implies sensor separation less than one wavelength long. However,
this restriction is operationally difficult to realize with the present IGLOO WHITE Phase 111 sensors. Operationally,
for the present application, one works with sensor separation which is much larger than the wavelength of the
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minimun: frequency component in the *‘source” signal. It is thcrefore required that the “source”signals must
contain some dzgree of randomness for this technique to work at all.

“T. Results and Tnterpretation ™~~~

The correlation analysis summarized here is performed using array number 4. Calculations from the other
arrays are omitted since they give similar results. The different array configurations are discussed in Chapter Il1.
Figures 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 and 16 show the correlation function that has been computed using the output from
different microphones of array configuration number 4. In these figures a display of the cross-correlation function
of the source (generator), the band-limited noise, and the swept tones are shown for comparison purposes.

Table I summarizes the results of this correlation analysis. The discrepancies observed between theoretical
and experimentai values of the delay times are believed to be due to the fact that the theoretical values were
computed on the assumption that the terrain was flat. In actuality this was not the case. On the other hand, the
differences observed between the calculated values of the delay times of the source and the test signals using the
same microphnne pair are attributed to the fact that the test signals when played back into the system were physically
separated from the source by about three meters. That is, a maximum delay difference in the order of 8 milliseconds
is pessible. This is well within the differences observed. This point clearly shows the resolution of the technique.

The gocd agreement between theory and experiment demonstrates that a source of disturbance can be localized
with a high degrec of accuracy using correlation techniques applied over long base lines.(!1) The computations
summarized here were performed using a Federal Scientific Correlation and Probability Analyzer.

From ihe above it should be noted that although in the analysis range between zero and 100 milliseconds
no real difficulties existed in reducing excessive periodic components from the correlation function, in all cases it
was postible to produce the true correlation maximum. The real problem for larger delays is by far more complex.
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and (c) 40-150 Hz swept tones.
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TABLE 1. Correlation Analysis (Array No. 4)

EXPERIMENTAL DELAY
MICROPHONE PAIR THEORETICAL DELAY | SOURCE NOISE SWEPT TONES
1 {msec) 1 (msec) 7 (msec) T (msec)
M1 vs M2 510 500 500 500
M1 vs M3 536 528 535 535
M1 vs M4 78 90 96 90
M2 vs M3 26 28 36 36
M2 vs M4 432 412 408 408
M3 vs M4 458 438 442 442

When the analysis range is extended beyond the 100 milliseconds range, additional spurious peaks made it very
difficult to locate the true maximura. Figures 11, 12, 13, 15, and 16 clearly demonstrate this point. In these
figures the correlation functions of the source and different test signals using different microphone pairs are
summarized. Notice that nsing the signal as it is, the additional maxima occurring every 80 milliseconds are very
difficult to eliminate. These periodic maxima are due to the 12.5 Hz signal modulation whose nature is discussed
in an earlier section of this report.

Faced with this dilemma two possible solutions were discussed: (a) deploy a sensor system whose base lines
would be iess than 30 meters; or (b) find the origin of the periodic components and determine means to reduce
their effect an the correlation function. Since the first solution was very difficult to realize froin the operational
point of view, emphasis was placed in the area of signal processing with the possibility of extracting features
(parameters) that were characteristic of the random components in the signal. This was hopefully based on the

.. assumption that by its nature any mechanical system proditces a signal which in addition to the periodic components
“~contains also some degree of raridomness. That'is, =~ T

f(t) = ap(t) + bn(t) (19)

where the ap(t) and bn(t) are the periodic and random parts of the emitted signal {(t). Based on this assumption
the correlation function becomes,

- o .
Ri20=L [ qo fz(t-r)dtﬂ-{ff 2123 p; ().
e g |

. 1 T
pa (t-7)dt +?1—.- fr by ba n(tyn(i-r) dt (20)

The question that arises now is, what is the contribution of the second term to the correlation function? In
answering this question the following analysis was performed. Over a fixed window the auto-correlation function
of the source signal was computed after the signal was passed through a 100-1000 Hz high pass filter. The back-
ground signal was also auto-correlated under identical conditions. The results of this analysis are summarized in
Figure 17. By comparing the two auto-correlation functions (source on/source off) it can be shown that the
additional energy at 7=0 in the case cf the source suto-correlation function fs due to the contribution of the
random components in the source signal. Notice that the 100-1000 Hz fliter was used to eliminate the contribution
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Figure 17. Auto-correlztion of 100-1000 Hz band-limited: (a) source signal; (b) background noise.

of the strong periodic components of the signal that are found below 100 Hz (Figuras 11 and 12). The effect of
the filtering on the cross-correlation function is shown in Figure 18. For this analysis the signals of micropbones
M3 and M4 have been used. Notice that for the case where the 150-1000 Hz filter was used the spurious maxima
" have been greatly reduced and a dizzemnible true correlation maximum i§ obsérved ai 7=438 milliscconds. This —— - -~ — <
figure clearly demonstrates that signal preconditioning is required before cross-correlating signals produced by
generators and other generator-like targets.(10)

In addition to the above, the following analysis was performed with the help of a general purpose digital
computer: (a) the computaticn of the normalized cross-correlation function, and (b) the computation of the cross-
correlation function after prewhitening the signals. Prewhitening is used here with the intent to reduce the effect
of the periodic components of the signal in he correlation function.{19) The net effect would be similar to that
demonstrated in Figure 18 where special filtering techniques were applied.

Using Equation (2) and a digital computer the normalized cross-correlation function has been computed.
The results of this analysis are shown in Figure 19. In the majority of the runs, although the normalized correlation
function was highly periodic, the true correlation maximum was the strongest maximum in the function, as was
expected. For reasons, however, that we cannot explain, in some correlation rung this was not the case. In the case
of Figure 19 the signals of microphones M2 and M3 have been cross-correlated nroducing a maximum at 7=28
milliseconds. From array number 4 and Table I we see that this maximum corresponds to the true time difference
between times-of-arrival of the source signal at microphones M2 and M3. In most of the runs, similar results were
obtained between the other microphone pairs. However, since this analysis dd not give reproducible results 100%
of the time, it was decided to apply prewhitening techniques before the signals were cross-correlated. The theory
behind the prewhitening scheme is s::inmarized in Chapter 11, The results of this analysis are shown in Figure 20,
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In this figure the signals of microphones M2 and M3 used to produce Figure 14 were prewhitened and then were
cross-correlated. In this case, as in the one above, the maximum at +=28 milliseconds is the true maximum and
stands well above the spurious maxima. The analysis done with other pairs of n.icrophones using prewhitening
techniques as a functicn of integration window is shown in Figure 21. In this figre the correlation maximum is
centered over the analysis window. Using this technique all computer runs produced discernible correlation maxima.
On the other hand nctice that the periodic component has been greatly reduced as compared to Figure 10.

Once a workable correlation technique was established an attempt was made to locate the source using
data that were obtained through an operational system (see Chapter ). Although the IGLOO WHITE Phase 11
system filtered out most of the energy below 50 Hz because of a notch filter used at about 60 Hz (Figure 22), the
correlation maximum could be found quite easily (Figure 23). Using the delay times (r) between different micro-
phone pairs and Equation 8 one can solve for the coordinates of the source. These results indicate that mechanical
sources whose main signal is highly periodic could be located using correlation techniques.

Notice that in addition to the methed Jescribed in this report for identifving the generator-type taigets,
a technique based strictly on looking for the engine firing rate has been successfully deployed in SEA.(19) A brief
description of this type of detection is given in Chapter 11 of this report. For more details see reference (19).
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V. () Summary and Conclusions (U)

(C) This work was concerned with application of acoustic base line techniques to detection, identification, and

location of enemy weapon systems powered by generators. An acoustic base line system locates by measuring time- a
of-arrival of acoustic signals produced by the target of interest, in this case the generator, at three or more acoustic

sensors distributed in a relatively broad array. Such time-of-arrival (TOA) techniques have been used successfully in

other applications. In this case, however, the long base line (acoustic sensor separation) and the highly periodic nature .
of acoustic signals generated by the source lead to severe ambiguity in source location. The technical challenge in this

work involved separation of the periodic components of the source signals and proservation of the more random

components for use in arrival time measurement and subsequent target location.

{C) Experimental work was petformed at Eglin AFB, Florida and was designed to provide information on all
variables of interest including weather and interference. The sources used were: .

1. Foreign generators

2. Pure and swept tones

3. Band-limited white noise

4. Explosions -

5. Aircraft interference

6. Vehicles singly and in gxouﬁs.

(C) Detection was performed using the following:

e = -~ -}, -Hard-wired microphones wired into an RADC recording facility, ——==========

L 2. Existing IGLOO WHITE system with Phase Il modified commike collocated with RADC microphones.
All aspects of the experiment including design, installation, and operation of the instrumentation system were
performed by RADC personnel with support from 3246TW, Eglin AFB, Florida.

o (C) Subsequent to the field phééé of the program, the data were analyzed'at RADC using cotrelators, spectrum
P analyzers, and digital data processing equipment. The results of the analysis success{ully demonstrated the

following:

1. Detection and location of the source was possible over base lines of 600 meters by applying:

a. Signal prewhitening techniques; and/or

e

b. Stochastic correlation techniques.

2. Accuracies within a few moters were achieved under calm weather c:)nditiom.

S W s S

3. Identification of the t'argel was performed dased on the modulation of the acoustic signal by the fundamental

frequency of the source. 3
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(C) The technique described above provides an approach to remote monitoring of enemy lines of communications
and fixed installations for tactical target interdiction and strategic purposes. The most important current example is
location of SAM generators in a jungle environment. Presently this type of source is very difficult to locate using

. other detection techniques. This work not only provides a tool for accurately locating SAM generators with
available hardware, it also provides the means for properly classifying the target.

'CONFIDENTIAL




S e e e s g e,

TN ST e pin e pres e o

3k isd o
e e e it e e oot s

paea o R s

N e

RPN

ob i e
f

10.

12

13,

*14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

* *19,

R § Pl

REFERENCES

Faron, Jr., 1.J. and Hills, Jr., R., “The Application cf Correiation Techniques to Acoustic Receiving Systems,™
Technical Memo No. 27 and 23, Acoustic Research Laberatory, Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass., 1952.

Goff, K.W., “The Application of Correlation Techniques to Some Accustic Measurements,” J. Acoustical Soc
AM 27,236, 1955.

Lange, F.H., Correlation Techniques, Niffe Books Ltd., 1967.

Gilbreck, D.A., and Binder, R.C., “Portable Instrument for Locating Noise Sources in Mechanical Equipment,”
J. Acoustical Soc Am 30, 842, 1958.

Jacobson, M.D., and Talham, R.J., “Use of Pressure Gradient Receivers in a Correlator Receiving System,”
J. Acoustical Soc Am 31,1352, 1959.

Jacobson, M.J,, “Correlation of a Finite Distance Point Source,” J. Acoustical Soc Am 31, 448, 1959.

Jacobson, M.J., “Space-Time Correlation in Spherical and Circular Noise Fields,” J. Acoustical Soc Am
34,971, 1962.

Bolt, Beranek and Newman, Inc., “Signal Processing Techniques for Sound Ranging,” Technical Reports
ECOM-0378-1, 1967; ECOM-0378-3, 1968; ECOM-03784, 1969.

Harris, J.R., “Study of Sound Location by Hyperbolic Fixing,” NADC-SD-6814, 1968.

Maloney, J.E., Sebastian, R.L., and Mathieu, K.F., “Evaluation of Atmospheric Correlation Techniques,”
RADC-TR-72-179, 1972, AD 903 724.

Constantine, J.G. and Dickinson; M:; “Long Base Line Acoustic Correlation Techniques,” RADC-TR-72-265,

1972, AD 906 705.

Willow Run Laboratories, “An Investigation of Factors Affecting Sound Ranging; Literature Researchand
Analysis,” The Institute of Science and Technology, University of Michigan, AD 698 565, 1969; AD 711 574,
1970; AD 711 575, 1970; and ECOM-00013-209, 1971.

Papoulis, A., Probability, Random Variables and Stochastic Processes, McGraw-Hill Book Company, 1965.
Defense Special Projects Group, *DSPG Systems Design Description,” 20 August 1971, Secret, Group 3.

Fountain, L.S., “The Influence of Meteorological Conditions on the Propagation of Ultrasonic Energy in Air
Near the Earth’s Surface,” Special Research Report, Southwest Rescarch Institute, May 1962,

Fountain, 1.S., Owen, E.T., and Vest, Wid, *Development and Evaluation of the Sonic Intrusion Detector,”
Final Report, February 1969, AD 500 196.

Eyring, C.F., “Jungle Acoustics,” J. Acoustical Soc Am 18, 257, 1946,

Torok, S.F., “Vehicle, Aircraft Classification Manual,” Naval Air Development Center, NADC-72058-SD,
21 April 72,

AFSC, Eglin AFB, FA, “Evaluation of Modified COMMIKE,” Project Directive No. 0125A001, Headquarters,
3246th Test Wing, 12 Mar. 72, Secret, Group 3.

43




A T YL T A et LR LS
e

vt o e s

ST

o

e e e At A e e et A b | e VT g S

foipe 5T

APPENDIX
The time domain correlation program was written in FORTRAN 1V for use on a PDP-9 general purpose

digital computer by RADC/DCTI. The correlation function is normalized (Eq 2) and printed out ininteger format.
A plot of the normalized correlation function can be obtained by a software plotting program.

The correlation program has the capability of handling 835 points per correlation, The resolution depends on
the digitizing rate of the data in conjunction with the 835 point per correlation.

The three-sensor target location program was also written in FORTRAN IV by RADC/DCTI. The array

geometry and the time delays of the acoustic signatures of interest between the three sensors are needed for a
location.

The general equations used in the digital program for the three-sensor target location using TOA are:

1/2
vor,2=(xg+y(2)) ! - [(Xg - X2)% + (Yo - Y2)?] 12

@n
Vor 13=02 + ¥2) 100 x9)2+ (Y- Y12 112 4
where @)
Vg - speed of sound.
7 12 - Delay time for the acoustic signature of interest between sensor 1 and sensor 2.
7 13 =~ Delay time for the acorstic signature of interest between sensor 1 and sensor 3.
Xp, Y - Cartesian coordinates of the target locatic .
X3, Y5 = Cartesian coordinates for sensor 2. e R T
) -—w-;(—;—;;:;rte;mwn coo;(;;nates vforrs'ensor 3
The location of sensor 1 is at the origin of the Cartesian coordinate system, therefore Xy =0and Y = 0.
Solving for the target location, the following equations are obtained:
Xg=A+BRg (23
Yo=A;+B|Rgy S L (29
where
Rg=(x2 + v2) 12 | @)
A=Yy (2 + ¥2)- ;02 + ¥2)-Y3(Vpr ) + Y2 (Vor 130 )
2(X2Y3-X3Y7)

B~Y3(Vo71)-Y2(Vo713)
Xz Y3-X3 Y2




Ay =X (X2 + ¥2) - X3 (2 + Y2) + X3 (Vg 2% -Xp (Vg r13)?
2(X2Y3-X3Y9)

(28)

By =X(Vor13)-X3(Vo712)

29
X2Y3-X3Ys 29

Squaring equations (23) and (24), then adding the twe equations together, the following quadratic solution for Ry

is formed:
Rg=-J¢ #12-4NK (30)

2N
where
J=2(AB+A1 Bl) (31
N=B2+B;2-1 32
K=A2+4A,? _ (33)

As long as the target is within the triangle formed by the three sensors, a unique solution is obtained from equation
(30). Rg is then substituted into equations (23} and (24) for the Cartesian coordinate of the target location relative
to sensor 1. .

The block diagram of Figure 24 depicts the steps involved when signal prewhitening is used to reduce the
periodic structure of the correlation function. The tneory and equations used to develop the digital computer
programs for signal prewhitening are described and presented in Section 11.C. Below is a description of the symbols
in the block diagram of Figure 24,

- X (), X (1) — Time varying functions -__ -

e S ASUTIEN T oottt o e . o

Fy (w), F5 (w) — Discrete Fourier transform of X; (t) and X3 (1) respectively.
F3* (w) — Complex conjugate of F3 (w).

K? (w) — Prewhitening functions

FFT - Fast Fourier Transform

P12 (1) - Cross-correlation function

WSF — Window Shaping Function (i.e. Hanning, Hamming etc.).
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FFT . FFT
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¥ Figure 24. Block Diagram of Digital Prewhitening Technique as Applied to the Cross-Spectral
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THREE SENSOR TARGET LOCATION PROGRAM.
ROME AIR DEVELOPMENT CENTER.
LT MARK D. DICKINSON (DCTI).

CALL INIT INITIALIZES THE TEKTRONIX 611 DISPLAY.

CALL INIT
READ IN ARRAY DIMENSICNS AND TIME DELAYS FOR THREE SENSORS.

FORMAT (F§.3)

WRITE (4,100)

FORMAT (3BH DISTANCE BETWEEN M1 AND M2 IN METERS:) .
READ (4,101) R12

WRITE (h,loz)

FORMAT (38H DISTANCE BETWZEN M1 AND M3 IN METERS:)
READ (L4,101) R13 . ‘

WRITE (b4,10L)

FORMAT (3LH ANGLE FROM R12 TO R13 IN DEGREES:)
READ (L4,101) TH13 .

WRITE (4,106)

FORMAT (35H ENTER D12, D13 AND D23 IN SECONDS:)
READ (4,300) D12, D13, D23

FORMAT (3F8.3)

FORMAT (F8.5)
CONVEIRT TH13 FROM DEGREES TO RADIANS.

TH13=TH13%*.01745

- CONVERT TIME DELAYS FROM TIME.-TO - DISTANCE BY e

MULTIPLYING BY THE SPEED OF SOUND.
D12=D12%3Lk,

D13=D13%*34k,

D23=D23%3L4},

X13=R13%*COS(TH13)

Y13=R13*SIN(TH13)

THREE SENSOR TARGET LOCCATION COMPUTATION STARTS HERE USING
TIME DELAYS D12 AND D13.

A=( (R12%#%*2).(D12%%2})/(2.%R12)

B=D12/R12

Al={X13*((D12#**2)- (Rle“'z))-Rl2’((Dl3'*2) (R13%%2
1)))/(2.%*R12%Y13)

Bl=(D13*R12-D12%X13)/(R12%*Y13) :
ZAP=SQRT(((2.*(A*B+A1#B1) )**2) (4, ’(B"2+Bl*'2 1.
1)#(Ann24814%2)))
RS1m(-2.%(AB+AL#B1)+ZAP)/(2.%(Bo"24p1¥¥2.1,))
RS2=(-2.#(A®B+A1*BL)-ZAP)/{2.%(B"#2+B1#*2.1,))
IF(RS1.LE.0.) GO TO 103

X1®A1+B1l*RS1

Y1=A+B#*RS1

THS1=( ATAN2(X1,Y1))*57.29

A4
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| Lo c WRITE OUT DISTANCE FROM SENSOR ONE (M1l) TO THE

: C TARGET LOCATION IN METERS.

¢ WRITE (8,105) RSl
105 FORMAT (21H+DISTANCE TO TARGET =, E1L.5)
o WRITE OUT ANGLE THS1 IN DEGREES FROM R12 TO RS1.

P WRITE (8,109) THS1

; 109 FORMAT (23H+ANGLE FROM R12 70 RS=,Elk.3)

103 IF(RS2.LE.D0.) GO TO 108
X2=A1+B1*RS2
Y2=A+B*RS2
THS2=(ATAN2(X2,Y2))*%57.29
WRITE (8,105) RS2
WRITE (8,109) THS?
c THREE SENSOR TARGET LOCATION COMPUTATION STARTS
¢ HERE USING TIME DELAYS D21 AND D23,
108 IF(RS1.LE.O.AND.RS2.LE.O0.) GO TO 113
D21=D12
R23=SQRT((R13%**2)+(R12%%#2) (2, *RlB“RlE*COSfTHlB)))
TH21=ATAN2(Y13,(R12-X13)})
x21=R12*COS(TH21)

; Y21=R12%*SIN({TH21)

{ AP=(R23#*2.D23%##2) /(2,%*R23)

: BP=D23/R23
AlP=(X21#((D23*#2)-(R23%%*2))-R23*((D21**2)-(R21%*2)
1))/(2.%2r23%Y21)

B1P=(D21*R23-D23*X21)/(R23*Y21)

ZAP=SQRT(((2.*(AP*BP+A1P*B1P)*#2)- (L *(B*%2+

e .. _1B1P*%2-.1,)%(AP**2+A1P%**2)))

' RS1P=(-2. *(AP*BP+A;P*BIP)+ZAP)/(2 *(BP**2+B1P'*2 1.))
RS2P=(-2.*(AP*BP+A1P*B1P)-Z2AP)/(2.%(BP#*2+B1P**2-1.))
IF(RS1P.LE.O0.) GO TO 110
THS1P=(ATAN2( (A1P+B1P*RS1P), (AP+BP*RS1P)))*57.29
WRITE (8,105) RS1P
WRITE (8,201) THS1P

201 FORMAT (23H+ANGLE FROM R23 TO RS=,E1lL4.5)

110 IF{(RS2P.LE.O) GO TO 112
THS2P=(ATAN( (A1P+B1P*RS2P), (AP+BP*RsaP)))'S,.29
WRITE (8,105) RS2P
WRITE (8,201) THS2P

102 IF(RS2P.LE.0.. AND.RS1P.LE.O.) GO TO 213
60 TO illk :

113 WRITE (8,202)

202 FORMAT (26H+NO SOLUTION WAS OBTAINED.) .

11k PAUSE 10 i
IF(ISENSW(17).EQ.-1) GO TO 200
STOP N
END :
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¢ TIME DGMAIN CORRELATION PROGRAM.
c ROME AIR DEVELOPMENT CENTER. s
c CAPT MIKE CRONE (DCTI)
c .
c SUBROUTINE CORAL
COMMON IN(4,1670),NREC,NP
c IN(L,16TO-WORKING ARRAY WHERE ROW 1 IS THE
c FIRST CHANNEL OF DATA, ROW 2 IS THE
C SECOND CHANNEL OF DATA AND ROW
c 3 IS WHERE THE NORMALIXZED CROSS~
c CORRELATION 1S STORED. THE ARRAY WILL
¢ HANDLE 1670 POINTS PER ROW,
c NREC-NUMBER OF RECORDS.
c KP=NUMBER OF POINTS.
B=0
NP=NP/2
DO 100 I=1,NP
C=IN(1,I)

100 B=B+C*#*2
DO 200 J=1,NP
Al=0
. D=0
DO 10 K=1,NP
Ri=In(1,N)
L1l=K+J
: R2=IN(2,L1-1)
B S o ‘Al-Rl‘Ra‘fAl et et O
' 10 D=aR2%%24D
200 IN(3,J)=A1/SQRT({B*D)¥20LT. ’
CALL INIT
c CALL INIT INITIALIZERS THE CRT DISPLAY.
WRITE (8,150)
150 FORMAT (3ou NORMALIZED CROSS- CORRELATION-)
WRITE (8,175) (IN(3,J),7=1,NP) , P o ;
175 FORMAT (13 1016) o o ' o
PAUSE 1 , S : S : i
~ RETURN o o :
; ‘END




