
























































Fig. 1—lsrael

Half the country is desert, primarily in the area of Beersheba and
to the south. This area, generally known as the Negev, is more trafficable
in the western part than in the eastern part. The eastern border of the
country is mostly below sea level. Lake Kinnerec (also called the Sea of
Galilee and Lake Tiberias) is 665 feet below sea level. From here, the
Jordan flows down into the Dead Sea which is 1,286 feet below sea level,
the lowest spot on the earth's surface, From the Dead Sea, the Great Rift,
also called the Wadi Arabah, slowly rises Lo sea level in the vicinity of
Eilat. The area along this Great Rift is very harsh and inhibits the growth

of the settlements except in the vicinity of isolated springs.
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Fig. 2—Jordan and Soudia Arabia as Seen from the Beach At Eilat Looking to the East
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Fig. 3—Sinai (Egypt) os Seen from the Same Point on the Beach at Eilat
but Looking to the West
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Fig. 4—Kibbutz Nahal Oz Adjacent to the Gaza Strip in the Western Negev

The Hillcrest in the center is in the Gaza Strip.

Fig. 5—Judean Desert in the Eastern Negev
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Fig. 6—View of the Greot Rift along the Israel-Jordan Border

Fig. 7—Another View of the Great Rift along the Israel-Jordon Border







































As in the Haganah period, the Israel Defence Forces play a large
role in the selection of sites for border settlements., At times military
considerations prevail at the consequent cost of government subsidies to
make the settlement economically viable., These decisions are undoubtedly
complex. With the high development of Israeli agriculture, new methods of
farming are evolved at times to reduce and even eliminate the special
subsidies. For example, the defense of the exposed Jerusalem corridor
has been bolstered by the establishment of farm communities on the hill
tops of the Judean hills. These communities depend on terrace farming. New
developments in such types of farming have enabled these commanities to be-

come more self-sustaining.

Fig. 8—Terrace Farming in the Jerusalem Corridor
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NCO training or service with specialized branches. At the end of the period
of service, the Nahal program is designed to produce a highly-trained and well-
integrated social group ready to join an existing kibbutz or to establish

a new one of their own--at times on the site of a previous Nahal post.

Fig. 11—Nahal Post on Sinai Border
The Hillcrests are in Sinai (Egypt).

The Nahal program is designed primarily to reinforce the kibbutzim,
However, the numbers of Nahal graduates who do enter Kibbutzim is highly
questionable, There has been some criticism that the Nahal program is
not efficient because better use, from the viewpoint of military considerations,

could be made of such relatively high-caliber personnel. Although numerically














