





























Fig. 3

The village of Kanashen on the north bank of the upper Essequibc River.
The west end of the airstrip is visible on the left side of the photo;
cultivated fields begin the right and lower edges of the photo.

Fig. b

A closer view of a portion of the village of Kanashen with the Essequibo
River in the background. Mango, plantain, and a variety of citrus
trees can be seen adjacent to> the houses. The mission staff homes are

easily identified from their rectangular shape and their construction
upon stilts - an innovation that has only recently been accepted by the
Wai-Wai with the construction of one Amerindian home on stilts in
November 1966 and one currently under construction.
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Fig. 5

A new field in the vicinity of Kanashen surrounded by montane
rain forest (some 85-100 feet in height). The field is
approximately 2-3 acres in size and was cut, burned, and will
be cultivated by several families.
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Fig. 6

A gereralized profile of the forest (high bush) in the immediate
vicinity of the villege of Kanashen - the profile shown in an
abstract fomrm. The symbol ( A ) indicates = buttressed stem.
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Fig. 7

General relationship of the cultivated fields to the topography and village
location at Kanashen on the upper Essequibo River. The symbol (A)
indicates a soil-sampling site at which soil samples are to be collected at
three or four month intervals over a two-year period.

Fig. 8

A typical field of bitter cassava
(Manihot esculenta) at Kanashen.
This stand is now ready to harvest
after some 12-14 months of growth
after which the field will be
abandoned for a period of 4-5 years,
recut, burned, and once again
planted with cassava.



















Fig. 9

A group of Wai-Wai children with one of the young Wai-Wai teachers.
These children take a tremendous interest in any visitor and are
eager to help in any way they can and like children everywhere
expressed a great interest in photographs of the author's children
taken in the United States.
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