





AJSTRACT

Sixty -three subjects worked at a vigilance task for an hour
while listening to one of three musical programs. While all three
programs included the same 23 sei.ctions, the Ascending Program
grew steadily more Uvely, and the Descending Program grew
steadily less lively, while the Increasingly Variable Program pro-
gressively increased the contrast bctween adjacent selections.
Results showed that changing the sequence of the 23 selections
profoundly affected reaction times and variabilities, as well as
individual consistency. Subjects performed the vigilance task
better with the Ascending Program than vith the other two programs.
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Fig. 3. STIMULUS-CONTROL CONSOLE
Control equipment used to discriminate tones and present stimuli.
Pilot lights near bottom of console monitor subjects' responses.
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Fig. 4. DATA-STORAGE CONSOLE
Magnetic -tape data recorder stores gated timing-tone bursts that
indicate subjects' response times. Patching panel at top routes tone
bursts to tape heads; below it are recording and playback amplifiers,
and power supply.
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