




















Figure 1 shows simultaneously recorded impedance and pulmonary flow
pulses along with the electrocardiogram. The upstroke of the impedance pulse
represents a decrease in impedance coincident with forward flow in the pulmonary
artery. As would be expected, the onset of flow in the pulmonary artery precedes
the impedance change by a few milliseconds. Both peak flow and peak change in
impedance occurs simultaneously, whereas the dicrotic notch in the impedance
pulse precedes the backflow component of the flow pulse. These observations
are consistent with those which indicate that the primary pathway for current
flux in the thorax is through the lungs (reference 8).

Figure 1. Simultaneous recordings of ECG, pulmonary arterial
flow pulses and transthoracic impedance pulses.
The upstroke of the impedance pulse represents a
decrease in impedance.





















































