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HAND-PORTABLE FIRE EXTINGUISHER
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Enclosed is a listing of the types of hand-portable fire extinguishers

now available, with a description of the advantages and disadvantages

inherent in their use. The Systems and Equipment Committee of

the Federal Fire Council has made recommendations to serve as

guidelines in the purchase and use of extinguishers by Government

agencies, in the hope that less desirable or duplicating models will

be eliminated, and that the Federal Supply Service will be able to

offer a family of extinguishers comprising the most effective models

for a particular type hazard.

The material herein supplied is offered as a supplement to the in- —"1
structions in the National Fire Protection Association Pamphlet

No. 10, Standard for the Installation of Portable Fire Extinguishers
and Pamphlet No. 10A, Recommended Good Practice for the Main-
tenance and Use of Portable Fire Extinguishers. The ratings of the
various types and sizes of extinguishers are available in the Under-
writers' Laboratories, Inc. Fire Protection Equipment list.
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Current recommendaticns are as follows: : ; ty
5%
1. Eliminate the use of soda-acid extinguishers, substituting > : H
stored-pressure or pump-tank water types. In many cases it may : "“E

e advantageous to use multipurpose ABC (ammonium phosphate base A i= |

dry chemical extinguishers to add extinguishing capacity for flammable
liquid and electrical fires.

2. Spe-ify muitipurpose ABC type dry chemical extinguisher,
except where no Class A (ordinary material) extinguishing capacity
will be needed, or if exceptionally high effectiveness on Class B
(flammable liquid or grease) fires is required, potassium bicarbonate
base dry chemical may be substituted. '

3. Eliminate the use of extinguishers that are actuated by inverting.
In addition to the soda-acid type (recommendation 1), this would bar
the use of a few cartridge-pressurized extinguishers, and those of the
foam type. The latter have their principal application on flammable
liquid fires in a contained area (such as a small vat or tub), and if
particularly required, may be available on special order.
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