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The specific heat of wood is an important physical property, especially in the
areas of wood drying, fire performance of wood, and other applications relating
to heat transfer. Unfortunately, inadequacies are apparent in the information
available on specific heat of wood. Hopefully this discussion will suggest caution
in using the published values as well as stimulate a further examination of this
property.

Information on the specific heat of wood over the temperature range of 0° to
100° C. is scant. One of the most accessible references (_‘Dl reports a value of
0.42 for the specific heat of wood without specifying the temperature or moisture
content. Data covering the higher ranges of temperature, particularly with
regard to pyrolysis and charring are simply not available,
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