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(2) Upper air potterns during the summer Lecome weak and
i.{fuse. The Bermuda high increases in size and ridges northward and
wostws d dominating all of the gulf of Mexico and Texas from the Pecos
valley castward, A light to moderate warm moist southeasterly flow
rrevails from the surface to 6,000 - 10,000 feet. This situation produces
retely low scattered stratus lifting into a2 few cumulus about 090CC
and then ciearing completely by 1200-1300C. If this flow becomes strong
and persists for 12 hours or more, it produces a heavy 1200-1500 foot
s.atus deck moving in about sunrise, the low overcast ceilings oftem
persisting to 1100C, then breaking into scattered afternoon cumulus
and clearing with sunset.

(3) Air mass thunderstorms are frequent over the higher
elevations in this region occurring almost daily in the Mexican and Texas
Hockiec just west of Laughlin. Convective thunderstorms over the flat
terrain are infrequent, occurring only 3 to 5 times monthly in the local
area and then seldom hitting the airbase proper. During May and early
June, squall lines form west of the station and move though the area
during the evening and early morning hours. These lines are generally
assoclated with upper air troughs near the 500mb surface.

(4) Vvisibilities are usually 15 miles or greater with
25 miles commonly reported. The only obstructions during the summer
are the rain showers and thunderstorms with restrictions to less than
1 mile lasting only a few minutes.

(5) Occasionally, dry hot tropical continental air from
Mexico replaces the tropical maritime at the surface. This produces
very hot periods when the maximum temperatures will soar to as much
as 105 degrees for several consecutive days.

(6) Easterly waves, tropical storms, hurricanes, and
other tropical disturbances are usually in state of dissipation this
far inland (225 miles), however, a strong wave will bring a sufficient
meisture increase to rioduce two days of scattered showers. Hurricane
Celia did reach Laughlin in Aug 1970 with maximum winds of 74 knots.

b. Autumn,.

(1) The fall season is one of extreme contrasts in this
area. The entire area south of 35° is still dominated by maritime
tropical and continental tropical as in the sumnmer season with warm
to hot afternoon temperatures and muggy humid mornings. The water
temperature over the gulf remains high and the resultant high dew points
are advected inland. Gulf stratus still occurs and under the same
conditions as in the summer except with shorter days and longer nights,
it shows more persistency.

2-2

















































i 1 i

4 -~
!2{}”1

1

e

—

|
i
i

Y

| TEMPERATURES—~LAUGHLIN AFB | ——— 1

I11-2

SN

































































































































































