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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310

IN REPLY REFER TO

AGAM-P (M) (5 Jan 68) FOR OT RD 670653 9 January 1968

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquarters,
7th Battalion, 13th Artillery, Period Ending 31 July 1967

TO: SEE DISTRIBUTION

1l. Subject report is forwarded for review and evaluation by .

_ USACDC in accordance with paragraph 6f, AR 1-19 and by USCONARC in

accordance with paragraph 6c and d, AR 1-19, Evaluations and cor-
rective actions should be reported to ACSFOR OT within 90 days of re-
ceipt of covering letter.

2. Information contained in this report is provided to insure
appropriate benefits in the future from Lessons Learned during current
operations, and may be adapted for use in developing training material,
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 7TH BATTALION 13TH ARTILLERY
: APO 96368

AVGK-AA-0 1 August 1967

SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1967 (U)

TO: SEE DISTRIBUTION

SECTION 1 (U) Significant Organization or Unit Activities

1. (U)General: This battalion at the end of the past quarter completed
its 264th consecutive day in sustained combat operations. During the quarter
the entire effort of the battalion has been in support of the lst Air Cavalry
Division. The normal disposition of the organic batteries has one battery
supporting each of the three Brigades of the Division, however, at times all
three batteries have supported one Brigade. The normal missions have been
GSR or reinforcing the fires of one or more of the Direct Support Artillery
Battalions, but on many occasions the batteries have assumed the role of a
Direct Support Battery. In addition to the organic batteries the battalion
had an 8" Howitzer/175mm Gun Battery attached for 85 days through the end
of the quarter. The support rendered by the 8"/175mm battery has been divided
between the lst Air Cavalry Division, 4th Infantry Division and Capitol ROK
Infantry Division.

2. (U)Intelligence: Target acquisition by the I .ttalion has been
greatly enhanced with the commitment of both battalion aerial observers to
the Reconnaisance Squadron of the lst Air Cavalry Division. In additionm,
three forward observer teams have been committed to the 1lst Air Cavalry
Division maneuver elements. The battalion remains primarily dependent upon
other agencies for intelligence data. All available intelligence is con-
solidated at the battalion and an IN>UM is published for the batteries week-

ly.

3. (U) Operations and Training: a. The battalion remained attached to
the 4lst Artillery Group and the entire battalion throughout the quarter has
been under the operational control of the lst Air Cavalry Division supporting
Operation Pershing.

b. Operational requirements permitting each battery conducts a
minimum of one hour of fire direction and firing battery training each day.
During this training emphasis is placed on the training of newly assigned
personnel and cross-training of all personnel within a section. All units
have concentrated on air mdbile training. This training included capabilties
of air mobile items, rigging of equipment, and techniques for air movement.
During the past quarter each firing battery has made at least one tactical
move by CH-47.

FoR oT Eb File
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ce The battalion cismantlFOReGFFEiMallis@ ddp for the thdrd

. time since arriving in Vietnane The mcve vins completed in a period of

ten days without degrading or detracting from the accomplishment of the
battalisns operational mission, This move marked the second time that base
camp Yrs bann located at Plu Cat Air Forcc Base in the past seven months,

de 1. nigiuipht of the cperatiroins during tha past quartcr has
been participatior. in seven artillerr raids in tha Pershing A0, Thcse raids
have proven to the enamy that therc is no place in the Pershing AO where he
is safe fron the destructive firepower of artillery. The 1/9 Cevalry Squade
ron continues to provide security far the fire bases and aerial reconnaise
ance over the target areas The fast reaction times by the battaries of this
battalion and the 1/9 Cavalry Squadron have resulted in the immediate response
to all available intelligence. The relaticnship betwecn the 13th Artilioery

and the 1/9 Cavalry Squadron is the equivilant of that normally found between
a direct support battalion and its supported brigade, When the Gavalry Squed=-
ron needs artillery support for any of its varied nissions it asks for and
expects to be supnorted by a battery of this battailiona

es The following ig a chronological sequence of major events
during the quarter to include the posture of the battalion at the bazinning
and the end of the quarter:

1 May 67 = Hqs 7/13 CPCON lst Cav Div at JZ Twc Bits with a rissicn:
of GS,
Btry A 7/13 Arty OPQ 1lst Cav Div 2t 17 English with a
migsion of GS,
Btry B 7/13 Arty OPCON 1lsi Cav Miv at LZ Tom with a
mission of GSR 2/19 Artye
Btry C 7/13 Arty OPON lst Cov Ddv at LZ Two Bits with a

mission of GSR 1/21 Arty

2 May 67 - Btry A 7/13 Arty airlifted to LZ Sandra with a mi.ssion of
GSR 1/21 Arty.

L Hey 47 ~ Rtry » /13 Arty aoved by road to LZ Pony with a isiszion
ci GSR 1/21 Aviy,.

7 gy 67 = Btry A 3/18 Arty attached in place at 12 Fuglish with a
mission of GSe

8 May 67 = Two 175mm guns detached, moved by road south of An Khe for
a special missiocn.

10 May 67 - Battalicn fired rovnd number 100,000 since srrival in
Vietnan,

11 Mey 67 = Two 1757m guns rcturned to LZ English with a mission of as
and two O" howitzers moved to L7 Uplifd rith: - sozowm of

15 May 67 - Hqs moved to LZ inglish by road with a misrica « £ GSs
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22 May 67 = Two 175mm guns moved to LZ Pony with a mission of @GS

n7 Yoy 67 ~ Pty - 3 73 Arty adrlifted into L Putter for an artillery
ralde

L Jun 67 = Btry C 7/13 Arty eirlifted h tubea into 12 noug for &
artillery raid,

20 Jun 67 = Btry & 3/18 Arty attached to Llst Arty Graup and mov:d to
" Opsis to support elements of the Lth Inf Mv, Bty C 7/13
Arty moved by road to LZ Uplift with a mission of GSR /77

25 Jun 67 = Btry C 7/13 “rty moved by road to IZ Ten wi"h a rd.ssta
of reinforciyz 2/19 Arty : R

26 Jun 67 = Btry B 7/13 Arty moved by road %> 12 Tom with & mission
of reinforcing 2/19 irty. Dty C 7/13 Arty moved by road
to LZ Two Bits with a mission of GSR 2/19 Arty. _

29 Jun 67 -~ Base comp complsted movement frow Casp Tr-mee i ' éat AFB.

1Jul 67 - Bt.ryC?/:I.BArtymovedbyroadtoLZPonywithanﬂ.saion
. of GSR 1/77 Arty. .

2 Jul 67 - BtryC?/lBh’tyair]iﬁed:lntochanis‘borzo“anartﬂlcry
raid,

6 Jul 67 = Btry C 7/13 Arty airlifted into L& Camucter for an wiillery
raid returning to 1Z Two Bits with a rdssion of OSR i/77

9 Jul 67 - Btry C /13 arty moved by road to LT Pouy with 2 mission .
of GSR 1/77 Arty, - '.

10 Jul 67 - Btry A 3/18 Arty moved to Qui Nhon by roed aad +» Tvag Ro
by sea to support the Capitol ROK Infmtry Divieicne

1 Jul 67 - BWC?HJArtyairHItedhtubesintoL?.Paddieform
Arty reids - .

12Jt'1167-BtryBVBArtyaithedintoLZGametformaﬁilieq
rd.d. . '

15 Jul 67 - Battalim fir:d round number 150,000 since arrival in
Vietnam.

22 Jul 67 « Btry C 7/13 Arty eirlifted into 1Z Mendenhall {>r m
artillery rald,

f. The organic batteries of this battalion have fired a total of
77,958 rounds during the repcrting periode The known resvlts of all m‘luima
fired are as followst 42 VC KIA (body count), 8 NVA KIA (body count), Ll
huts destroyed, 34 huts demaged and 11 bunkers destroyede
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ge The following is a breakdown cf nissions fired by type since
1 May 673

TiPE MISSICN n1BFR PERCENTAGE

h&l P 'Tl‘; °

Neutraligation 624 7.9

Defansive Targets Siyt 662 '
Rogistration 202 247

Illumination k] 5e3

Preparations ' 6L 1.0

TO0Tts ] 7)-‘3 Doy :

Total r9Eh TG0

. be (U) Logistics: There tas been no change in the status of logistical
support for this battalion in the reporting periods Cless I, III anc V supp=
1les are drawn through the 1st iir Cavalry Division (/M) Forwar¢ swi.port Element,
The main source for Class IT end IV supplies is the Qui Nhon Supporl Zormand
Dapot, however limited quentities of these classes mey be drawm from the
Forward Support Element to meet immediate demands, £L11 classes of svpplies
are received in adequate quentities and in a timely fachiona

Se¢ (U) Maintenance : a. Signal maintenance has beer furnished to this
battalion by the 1lst Air Cavalry Division 27th Mainien.nce Batualion and 13th
Signal Battalion except for maintenance of the AN/GRC L6 radio teletvpe. ‘his
item of equipment is not in the lst Air Cavalry Divisimn's inventorye The
dead'ling rate for signal equipment where maintenance support has been furne
ished by the lst Air Cavalry Division elements has been nominal, Sy mal.
maintenance support furnished by Qui Nhon Support Command eiameniz is adecyuate
however it is not timely because of ‘the distance separeting this batialicus
area of operation and Qui Khon, : '

be On 15 June 1967 because of a reorganisstion of maintemance sup=
port in the Qui Nhon area the 560th Maintenance Company was designated to
handle all field maintenance for this battalion except for signal meintene
ance. This company recently deployed from the CONUS and does nuc* have adequate
repair parts on hand to affect timely repairs, The compeny is lnsated at L2
Eglish end is exceptionally responsive except in cases where tha repair
- parts or float iteams are not c¢n hande ) ' :

¢e This battalion with the assistance of the support maintenance
facilities conducts periodic technical inspections to detect potential pro-
blem areas and to keep the battalion coimander abreast of the status of maint-
enence within the battalion, Bl=monthly the battaliomn conducts a technicel
ingnection of all motor wehicles, generators, and shop operating procedures.
I:ficlioneies aro corrected an the spot by either battery or battelion maint-
anance personnels Support maintenance cénducts a monthly inspection of arte
illery fire control and armemont and a quarterly inspection cf swall arms
and crew served weapons. Ihis pro;ram has contributed significantly to the
loss deadline rate iaintained by this battalim,

SECTION 2 (U) Commanders Observations and Recommendetions
Part I Observations ' '

le Pearsonnels FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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Iten: Enldeted [mfustom Propram FGR SFHEIA, US? QNIY

i oy, LIAGE Malaly Ml dng Mes WY, AT e oz litad of 386 enliated
WEN 10 GWEXe hn She orarasl f0 b vatabiowasl hump of bhds battallicen were e
fused with other units, he entize wuusion program wés directed aud BOOTde
inated Ly tha AG Personnel sectiong I Field Force Vietlnam which had been
furmi shed a rosier of personnel te be infused. Initially, aall groups of
twe to iy individuals at a time wera reassigned to cther artillery units
‘subordinate to I Field Forces, IThis gystem was abandoried in late March when
the other artillery units chose to curtail tours of personnel to reduce their
rotational humps rather than to continue with an infusion programe FPrior to
this time, I Fileld Force Artillery had not permitted curtailments of tours as
a means of reducing rotation humps, This battalion decided not to curtall

_ tours since 54 enlistod men who were in the original rotational hump had
voluntarily extended their tours in order to re'qaip with thg unit, % was
feit that it would have been unfair to these men to curtail the toura of
thelr contemporaries who had chosen not to exterd. By this time, 57 enlisted
men had already been infuseds I Field Forces.then turnéd o II Eleld Forces
and ultimately to the 9th Infantry Division for a source of replacomants for
infusion, GCoordination was &ffected-directly by I Field Force with the 9th
Infantry Division and transportation arran‘gements vere mad= by I Field Force,
Five groups of personnel, totaling 176 crlisted men, were z7changed during
Mzy with the largest group nunbering 61 meny The greatast problem encovpterad
was the coordinetion of air travdél. IDiversion of scheduled aircraft regsulted -
in & delay of three days _from 15 to 18 May In arrival of the firat group from
the 9th Trfantry Division. The aircraft taking the first group from +kis
battalion to the 9th Replacement Company at Bear Cat (Long Thenh} on 20 Hay
terminated at Tun Son Nhut instead of Bear Cat. It was four days before that
group wag located by the 9th Replacement Compiny and taken to Bear Cat. The
groups acheduled to arrive from the 9th Infentry Division on 23 end 25 sy
both arrived on 26™May, causing transportation, hilleting and mess prob.‘l.n-
"since the arrival of the 26 May group had net been announced in advance,
incoming personnel and their bag:age had to be shuttiec “rom the alr terminalj
additional tents had to be erected to house them; and wfﬁehhh Class A
rat'ionﬁ vere not available to feed them all,

/ Gbservationm " Infusion of personnel _should be restricted o ualts ..abont!.n-

, ate to the same major headquarters t0 reduce the probsbility that air travel

.4 will have to be used between units. Problems in coordinaticn are ‘hereby

- ( sdnimized, smaller groups of persconel can be processed ¢ any ore timdé, and
. obvicusly, & considerable monetary saving resuits from noneutilization of

aireraft, .

: be If infusion must be accomplished between mejor eonnands Headcarters
USARV, should act as the primery coordineting headquarterss , USAXY is #mn a
better position than any major svbordinzie commands to arrsonge fov and to
control group movements of persommel by alrcraeft between Corps Tactical Zones,

‘e Operations: G
2, llem: Computstion of Velocity Error
Discugsiort Quite often firirg bamerieq are located at altltudsa that are

ar tach as 600 moters above the MiFe Table D of the tabular firing tables
cantains correcticns for a ma:mmm’ height difference of + or « 390, With the .

3
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conventicnal metro message sufficient date is not available for the accurate
compution of a velocity errore

Observationt The above problem can be sclved by using a ™mountain metro%,
The motro stetion uses the 500M altitude as the MDP and the message is’
computad using 500M altitude as the sterting point. The "mountain met® is
broadcast} oevory six hours, fifteen minutes after the regular mot is broade. .
cast , .

" be Item: Use of Range "KW

Discussion: Because of the location of friencly elements, availability of

and other limiting factors it is impossible to cbtain a GFT or an

sverage VE for all chargese All artillery units should fire the best data
- avalleble on all missions and to fire a "closed stick" ig¢ the l.uh desirable
. datlo

.Observations This battalion hes had very good results from using a range YEW

firing charges where no GFT or Vi ic availabia, The totel 1ange
oorrection per thousand meters from a registration is obtained fro: the charge
above or below the charge to be fireds Usirg this corroctiom factor a AFT
setting may be constructed fc> the charge in question, ...LS data s'ould not
be used to replace a registratione A registraticn shovil be concductad as

8non as possible.
Ce Ite-: Firing nmltiple caliber weapona.

Discussions Decanse of the nature of the war and the alignment of lrbﬂury
necessary to support the battle area, it is often nccessary for a dattalica
to control the fires of wnits with varing caliber of weapons.

Obsemtiom Battalion fire direction personnel mst be prepared to. mtrol

the fires of all caliber weaponse These persornel should bacoms familar with
the peculiaritics of fire control equipment and fire direotion precedures for
all artillory weapons,

W o

g Jiaas Dafensgive Torget Desigtiat:l.ona.

Discussions As a general rule, company or platoon sige infantry urits Wil
designate their defensive targets by a radio callsign wi.th a numerical su’fixg
is6¢ Quick Silver 1, These targets are ncrmally fired each daye. When the
infantry olement moves, the defensive target designation will remain with the
moving unit, however the grid of the defensive target will obvicusly change

- bagsed on tho rew location of the irfantry unit,

Ovservations Firing elements rust be snre that the old defensive target is
discerded and only the latest grid is kept on hand for quick fire purposes.

3¢ Others
2e JItam: loose Hand Grenades,
Dscussiong During a regsnt mortar attack on a firing bettery a mortar .round
Tanded near some M-26 hand grenades. The heat and blast from %he mortar round

vould have undoubtedly detonated the gronades causing acdditionai casvaliies
had the grenades not bcen in their original storage containers,

FOR UFFIEIAL USE ONLY
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Obaerm:l.om When not 4in actual use fragmentation grenads® BHId be kept In
Thedr original storage containers and given additional protection,

be Item: Blast Walls

Discussion: Casualties can be ceused by fragments from a mortar round that

Impacts near the air vent of an underground bunker even if the vent is :bove
the heads of occupants. The casualties are caused by the recochet of ¥ pe

ments from the top of the ovening and bunker ceiling,

Obscrvations A blast wall should be constructed outside of all openings in
{el'Se

Ce Item Suspended Ammunitica Lots

Discussion: This battalion has had as many as four days lapse bctiween the
suspension of ammunition and the receipt of the suspended lot messagee Any
delay in the dissemination of suspended ammnition could result in a serious
artillery incident. _

" Observations The susrension of ammnition should be vrarsmittel o the firing
units by the most expeditious means.

de Iteme Loss of Communications During 4 Mortar Attack,

Discussions During a mortar atteck the first instinet of individuals in the
open 18 to take covers The RTO at the gun section unless he 1s properly
stationed will take cover and leave his telephone in the gun pavapot. 7The
result is a loss of comnmunications with certain elencnts of the firing
ba‘btery' ®

Observationt: The RTO for each howitzer should be positioned as rclose as
possible to the perscnnel bunker in case of an attack gnd instructed to carry
the phone iato the personnel bunker during a morter attack, |

Part II Recommendationss

1, Personnols Infusion of personnel should be accomplished only ..
between units of the same major headqarterse .

2o Other: The procedures for collecting and disseminating irformation
concerning suspanded ammunition lots should be examined tc insure that it is

time]y.
% / M‘.—-dtva =
MA

m'c. Artillery

Commanding
DISTRIBUTION:
4 CG, IFFORCV Arty
3 HQs USARV
2 USARPAC
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| AVGK-CO (1 August 1967) 1lst Ind
SUBJBUT. Operctional Report for wuorterly Period Ending 31
July 1967 Report Control byubol CoFOR-65

HEADLUARTERS 41ST ARTILLERY GROUP, APO 96368, 14 August 1967

T0: Comuanding Genersl, I Field Forces Vietnanm Aftillery,
APO 96350

In ocompliance with I Field Forces Vietnam Rey 1-3‘dato,d
23 Maroh 1967, the Operction:l Report for Juarterly Period
ending 31 July 1967 from 7¢h Battalion 13%h Artillery is approvcd

and forwarded
.4 - ./ .
"./ % -"////
A ’ , J
“~  8.,H., WHBELER
Colonel, Artillery
Commond ing
inel
a8
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AVFA-AT-D (1 Aug 67) 2d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Lessons Learned for Quarterly Period Ending
31 July 1967,(RCS CSFOR-65)(UIC WFNDA)(7th Bn, 13th Arty)(U)

HEADQUARTERS 1 FIELD FORCE VIETNAM ARTILLERY, APO 96350 25 August 1967
TO: Commanding General, I Field Force Vietnam, ATTN: AVFA-GC-0T, AP0 96350

1. Concur in the observations and recommendations contained in the
basic communications except as noted in paragraph 2 below.

2. Reference Section 11, Part 1I, paragraph 1. Nonconcur. All
units in Vietnam require infusion and it is not always feasible to infuse
just with units in the immediate area or under the same major headquarters.
Any major headquarters has the capability to make arrangements for air-
craft support-and to control group movements throughout Vietnam.

3. Ammunition Suspension notices iundicate that notices orginating
at USARV take 2-7 days to arrive at Headquarters, I Field Force Vietnam
Artillery. Although the messages are assigned a precedence of priority,
the delay is lengthy. Headquarters, I Field Force Vietnam Artillery
telephones the suspensions to subordinate units in the field upon receipt
and follows with a hard copy retransmission.

4. The requirements outlined in paragraph 12a(l) AR 1-19 will be
reemphasized for future reports.

5. 7th Bn, 13th Arty UIC is WFNDA.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

t/LEO E. ELLIS
LTC, Arty
Adjutant
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AVEA=0C=-0T (1 iu- 67) 3d Ind
30 W07 Onerational iemort - Lessnns Leari.ed for uwarterl; Period inding
31 dJuly 1967, {308 Cuxui=653(UIC i w)(Teh 2n, 13tk orte) (U)

s GUadtas, T JTLLl £0.0h Vo 00 L, 120 26350 { . tep 1367
20:  Cormanding Jeneral, United States .rmy Viet:am, 10 96375

This heauquartiers ras reviewed tne 7th Battalicn, 1l:th Artillery Onera-
tional itenort of uessons Learned for the cuarterly pariod endin:- 31 July
1967, Periinent cormments [{ollou: .eference paragran.. 1, Section TI, Part
II (pae 7) = Cormander's .lccormendations: .lon-concur. The infusion of
personnel should be accomnlisned betueen uiiits throughout US~:iV, Control
of tne infusion nrosram shoulc re e.crcised by ileadquarters, USALV and in-
fusicin directed to insure that no :iore than 5. of any unit rotaies in one
month, Those individuals selected .or infusion hetween units should be
thorouzhly oriented as to why assipmient to other units is necessary,
iransportation and excnangse of ecuivment should be manaced by USARV to
make the move to the new unit as simnle as possible,

FO: THE COMMAIDER:

e
ErPTAIN, AGC
kil AG —

1 Incl
ne

/0
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AVHGC-DST (1 Aug 67) 4th Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned for the Period ¥nding
31 July 1967 (RCS CSFOR-65) (U)

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 1% 0CT 1987

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-OT,
APO 96558

"1, (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-lLessons
Learned for the period ending 31 July 1967 from Headquarters, 7th Battalion,
13th Artillery (FNDA) as indorsed.

2, (POUO) Pertinent comments follow:

a, Réference item concerning infusion: Paragraph 1, page 4; para-

graph 1, page 7; paragraph 2, 2d Indorsement and 3d Indorsement. Concur with
coment made in 3d Indorsement,

_ (1) Ah infusion plan is presently under development at this
headquarters, Its scopse will encompass all units experiencing rotational
huips which are probleis and cannot be solved internally by the units,

(2) Individuals to be infused will be identified and their
name;, gradé, MOS, and TOF line item number will be placed in an infusion
pool, Rosters of the units identifying those personnel spaces to be in-
fused will then become a requirement list, and will be matched and filled
from the pool with personnel having DEROS other than during the month of
eriticality. This headquarters will direct and monitor this Infusion Pro-
gram, )

| b. Reference item concerning suspended ammunition lots, paragraph
2, page 7, paragraph 3c, page 7 and maragraph 3, 2d Indorsement: Concur,
Effective 1 September 1967 this headquarters directed 1lst Logistical 7ommand

to act as the central agency for the dissemination of ammunition suspensions
and related actions, This should result in more repid service,

- 3. (U) Unit will be notified of actions and comments by routine in-
dorsement which returns this report.

wl;ﬁo/'. AGC *
Aget. Adiiont Genero'
11
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GPOP-DT(1 Aug 67) 5th Ind

from HQ, 7th Bn, 13th Arty (UIC: WFNDAA) (RCS CSFOR-65)

i /é/ HQ, US ARMY, PACIFIC, APO San Francisco 96558 € DEC 1967

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding
indorsements and concurs in the report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:
o ? ~
gf'(;IZ¢QLZQ¢L44>f(____--

K. F. OSBOURN
MAJ, AGC
Asst AG

12 .
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