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HEADQUARTERS 5B BRIGADE 
Ist Infantry Division 

APO US Forces    96343 

AVID-WB-C y,' 5 April 1966 

SUBJECT 1 Combat Operations After Action Report (UACV/RCS/jj/jS) 

THRU 1 
let Infan*jyDlvision) 
ATTOj 

W Petees   9634D 

TOt Commander 
US Military Assistance Command Vietnam 
ATTNt    J521 
APO US Forces    96245 

1. NAME AND TYPE OP OPERATIONt    Operation COCOA BEACH - Search 
and Destroy« 

2. DATES OF OPBRATIOWt    OJOTOO March 1966 - 061600 March 1966. 

5,    LOCATIOWi    BIHH WJONG Province and BBt CAT District XT7948 - 
XT7940 - XT7040 - XT7048 (Overlay attached as Appendix 1), 

4*    COMMAND HEADQUARTERS i    Headquarters 3d Brigade tat Infantry 
Division» 

5, UNIT COMMANDERS t 

Colonel V/illiam D Brodbeck, CO 3d Brigade 
Lt Col George U Shuffer, Jr, CO 2/2 Infantry 
U Col William 3 Lober, Jr, CO 1/16 Infantzy 
Lt Col Kyle W Bowie, CO 2/28 Infantry 
Lt Col Prank R Tims, CO 2/33 Artillexy 

6, TASK ORGANIZATIONt 

Headquarters 3d Brigade 
2/2 Infantry 
l/l 6 Infantry 
2/26 Infantry 
2/33 Artillery (D8) 
B Btxy 2/32 Artillexy 
D Btry 8/6 Artillery 
D Company Ist Qagr Bn 

7, SUPPORTING FORCES1 

a« Artillery» 

(l) Size of Forces 3 six gun 103mm howitzer batteries 
and Headquarters Battery 2/33 Artillery} D Battery (3 inch howitzer 
3P) 8/6 Artillery» and B Batteiy (175mm howitzer 3P) 2/32 Artillery, 

Pot. tr /zl 



äW.I>-WB-C 3 aprdü 1966 

defanaive concent rat, H.on- flred In aroi'na the ?/28 InfanKry perimeter,   äxten- 
aiva haraaaing and Interdictory flrea ware employed around «he 2/28 Infantry 
perimeter duririi th   hov-a of darkneafl.    On '.. harch ccrt.imiou» fire support 
was provided to the 2/28 Infantry during th«ir search and destroy oporatlons« 
Check rcunda ware fifed on tha oefenslvc noncentraticus around the 2/28 Infantry 
perimeter and H&I fires enqployed during the tours of darkness.    On 5 March at 
0600 tioura the battalion FpC answerefl calls for fir« from th« artil.lery FO'a   ' 
with the 2/28. lrt.fartfery      *ib 0745 houri: t. e aerial F0 arrived over the battle 
area and. In conjurr+icm with the grouru FO'a, contlnuoa to adjust artillery 
lire the remainder of th« day.   At 0^0' houra D Btry 6/6 Artillery and B and 
C Batterlea 2/3? AftllUry flfS^ preparation fires around U BUÜü; (XT735465) 
to be utilized by the 1/16 Infantry.    On 060900 hours March «11 batteries fired 
preparatory fir™ on T-^ Kt'-D (Xr'/O?^;) to be ".tlliaod by the 2/2 Infantry.    Coiw 
tlnuoua artiUnvy support, on call, was provided aa the infantry batt«IiL%ii« 
policed the battJa ar-a. 

(3) Husuite:    ür.emy losses attributed to aibillery fire are 75 KIA 
by body count, 

(4) Sumraary of Hounds Fired: 

ICftra 2230 rda 39 to».» 
C inih % rda V*5 tovi 

17l>&& 1C rde 1^ inn 

TOTAL: 2334 rds 590     ton^ 

b, A-r-y i'irf .iMor; 

(1)    All lafftitry battalion commanders ware juppU^d with an 
OH-13 )for ooimgn'l And cc trol.    The Brigade CF group op^ratod from a üh-li> 
«quipped with a corr   nd vons-le, 

(?'    Ueöupply fit the battalions in the field was accompllahed by 
UH~h) helicoptrjv. 

("N   OÄ-I3    hellcptere f r.^m the 3d Hriö . r  HCf-tion Section had 
provided day anc ni&it surveillance rf the Brigd^ TAOV prune to the battle «n 
5 March and cbservrx'    ^ aftar the battle to detöViarjw     e VO routes uf with- 
drawal. 

(/■)    UH U) hr.Ucopters v/ei*» utilized .in 'he » vrorbile assaults of 
the 1/16 Infan.-y arid the 2/2 Infantry   n 5 and 6 iiat h rpHpctively. 

(^)    Armed heljcoptora provided aupporl during the operation and 
aaalsted in th^ pffpiratlon of the LZ'e on 5 and 6 k-'^h 1966, 

c. Ub Air Force:    Uurlng Operation OUVUn BiiAdi 73 clr«e air support 
sorties were flown In support of the 3d Brigade Task Force,    Within 30 minutss 
after the Brigade headquarters waa notified of the attack on th« 2/28 Infantry 
perüneter on 5 Mar h, an airatrlice was directed against the attacking VC. 
Continuous close r .r -upport aiaaions vr -re fl<-wn in rvnp-rt of the 2/28 Infantry ■ 
from 050715 March wtil 050915 l-arch.    At 05^900 k-irch* an F .100 was shot dawn 
by ground fire whi. e making a bombing run.    The pil-t ejected safely and was 
picked up by gr-ur • troops from tho 2/2 Infantry within 20 minutes after ej«s|» 
ing,   Th« plane wa   a total loss,    «t 0^0915 liarch 3 scrt.l a were used to pr»- 
pare the LL for th'  «tsipilt linuin^ f>x the 1/26 Infmtry.    On ft karch I966 flpus 
sorties wsro used to prepare the L£ f' r i-oe aaoaulc laivafig of the 2/2 lafmwj9 
The Mir Force is creo * sd with killing 150 VC and destroying two Blmm mortars 
ana four 50 cal macMi     gunc.    The cl^se air support during Opcratlcn 0000A 
BLiACh wa« out star dir vj, 

5 M'Jtrrh  I966 66 {  ~firs 
6 Mftrch    966 2! rr ±iS3.< 

TUTyL: 73 ^rtioe 
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4, Üistiuate of VC Strength: 

The VC unit« detezulüeü to h-tvs taken part in the battle of LO Kä 
on 5 ihareh were the 272 iiegiuent and the 441 Heavy weapons Battalion which 
nonuall/ aupporU the 272 .jegiiawit. ^?^ ..üiated strength of the 272 riegixaent plus 
the Al Battalion is 2UÜ0 men. 

b. Intelligence iteceived Fr' or to 5 Kerch 1966: 

The last reported location of the 272 Regiment prior to 3 iiarch 66 
was received 28 February 1966 from Headquarters 1st Infantry Division (source: 
Headquarters, 1-IACV), However, a report was received at 3d Brigade Headquarters 
on 042035 Iiarch frou the &*< OiT ..avisor that an unidentified regioental size 
unit was located vie XT7904&5. This is approximately 4 kilometers northeast of 
the location of the Lu iu. battle on 5 iiarch. The source of this report was an 
agent. The 272 rtegiment hau previously been reported as follows: 

16 Feb 66 XT6545 III Corpe 
19 Feb 66 XT7150 III Corps 
20 Feb 66 XT7148 III Corps 
28 Feb 66 XT7044 M^CV 

e« Situation Anticipated in Objective area: 

Heports ina^.cated that a large scale VC operation was either in the 
planning, traioiiig auu supply phase or was ready for execution in the northern 
portion of the Brigade TüOA. It was anticipated that a large VC force would 
attack friendly units vrhen committed to aa operation rather than attacking a 
Haee camp area. 

d. bituati \ dneouatorod Luring the Qpavaticmt 

The VC toiiowed their established pattern of attacking a force much 
smaller than thoir o u AS oxpactetf, tney attacKed a US Fierce in an operational 
area away from the b-ise camp. After the battle and a pursuit was initiated the 
VC withdrew on all ddea to scattered areas. They were routed into disorganised, 
small groups ana t :>k advantage of their knowledge of the Jungle and terrain to 
effect a rapid ret- eat. 

e. Terr&.'n Features, Obstacles and tfeathen 

The bfttl» was fought in the LO iui Rubber Plantation which is flat 
and devoid of underbrush except for scattered patches of tall grass and hedge- 
rows. The area to the west of the battle area was thick Jungle. There were no 
•najor obstaolee in the area. The weather, initially, was good. On 050800 liar 
a low stratus began to form. By O50b30 harah a 1900 foot broken ceiling existed 
and remained until 051100 March at which tine the cloud cover became ecattered. 
Visibility below the ceiling was good except for smoke in the battle area* 

f. Survey Uaneet 

During and Immediately following the battle on 5 March, all means 
available were utilized for surveillance of the enenQr.   Visual air and ground 
reconnaissance were employed during daylight hours.   SLAK, BXM Ha^ül, and the 
Starlight Scope were ueed at night.   The HxttJ Team ma.-< rtainad constant vigilance \ 
to detect eneay radio and CW transmissions. 

g. Psychological Warfare: 

There were no psy-:nological warfare operations conducted uuring the 
operation. The 3d Brigade d.-es not have the capability for conaucting tactical 
psychological warfare operations in a timely and effective manner. Again, an 
opportunity to iiaasdiately exploit a target of opportunity (ie, a major victory 
and the rout of an enemy force) was lost due to improper organization of person» 
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nel and «qulpuent of the rtyt/ar team attachec to the 3d Brlgaue.    Reaction time 
to obtain either loudspeaker broadcast alrcr eft aiid/or an appropriate leaflet la 
too long to be of value.    Hundreds of VC wee fleeing the battle area seeking 
safe areas.    They were euaeeptible to psychological appeals and directions on 
hau to surrender.   It is believed that waay ralliers were lost due to inadequate 
Psy/pps support,    a reeotfoendation as to organization of a tactical Psy/Ops 
team is Veing prepared and will be forwairted to higher headquarters for 
consideration. 

9.   hISSIONt   The uissiom originally given the 2/28 Infantry in their 
Operation Order 13-66 (Operation 0000* B&hCti), dated 2 March 1966 were: 

(a) Destroy VC, their equipment and eiqplacements, 

(b) Disrupt VC activity. 

(c) Gain intelligence. 

(d) Interdict VC supply routes. 

Upon coBudttwnt of the 1/16 Infantry and 2/2 Infantry   on 
five and   six        . March the mission of all unite was to pursue, find the 

enemy anu destroy him. 

20,    OMCiSPT OF OPJiiHi'lOrt:    The overall Brigade concept of operation for v 
March, of wnich OUOOA Bi&iCti was a part, was to conuuet a series of battalion \ 
site operations within the 3d Brigade THOH.   The 2/28 Infantry was the first 
unit to initiate b&D operations in their portion of the Brigade TAOR from 3 to 
8 March 1966,    .Vhen the 2/28 Infantry had been cut for 4 days, another infantry 
battalion would Initiate a battalion b&D operation in their portion of the 
Brigade TAOXI,    nfter six days the 2/28 Infantry would return to base caop and 
the third infantry battalion would conduct S&D operations in their portion of 
the Brigade TAOR.   HU operations would be within 105nn howitzer range of LJ 
KHiS,    Therefore, one or two infantry battalions would be operating In the 
Brigade TAOA at all times. 

This concept proved effective in that a nmjrr engagement with the VC 
occurred on 5 March 1966.   After the battle of U) KS the Brigade concept was 
altered so as to conrlt farces in an attempt to find and destroy the fleeing 
enemy. 

The 2/28 J nf antry initiaied the Brigade concept en 3 March with Cperfr» 
tion COCOA BbÄiCH, The 2/2« Infantry's concept for Operation COüüA B^tCH was te 
icve by foci into the area of operation and set up a battalion perimeter. 
Conpanies would than search and destroy from this battalion periueter. UM 
battalion would more every two (Uys to a new area until the entire wet of 
operation had been searched. 

11. MfljgBBBL* A day by day description of the execution phase of Optra» 
tion OOCOA BEACH is included below. The major action of Operation COCOA BSACK 
waa the battle of L0 & en 5 March. This action drastically altered the plane 
for Operation COCOA B&CH and changed it from a battalion S&D operation ^nte 
a Brigade pursuit and destroy operation. (NOTB: A ccoplete resume of the 
2/28 Infantry account of the Battle of LO K£ as published in 3d Brigade Battle 
Bulletin Number 8 is attached as Inel 1). >• 

3 Mar«h 1966 - The 2/28 Infantry initiated Operation COCOA BttaGH on 
030700 March. The battalion moved by foot from LAI KH£ to a battalion detonaiv« 
position vie*XT773A45« where they dug in and resupplied by air. During the 
evening of 3-4 March the ?/28 Infantry placed out ambush patrols on likely enMgr 
avenues of approaches aroond the battalion perimeter. There was no enemy contaot 
on 3 March. 
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4 harch 1966 - On 4 iiarch A and B Ccii^anlas 2/28 Infantry were d.is- 
pat?hed to the west and north respectively,    nt 041140 harch A Coiipany 2/26 
Infantry «prang a VC asbuah at XT754459 rerating in the routing of ths ar^bush 
force,    C Company was sent to assist k Company,    A Company then con'Anuea to 
XT753A59 where they found a base canqp that could accomodate 40 to 60 uen and 
contained tunnels, foacholea, documents and 7 underground cooking stovss.    The 
camp was destroyed and the documents evaluated.    B Company had negative contact 
but did discover a large trench vie XT7ÖC455 that ran for about a kilometer into 
B*xU BnuQ (XT79045Ö) ana had been recentiy occupied by a large VC force,    /ill 
companies returned to the battalion perimeter by 041645 hiarch and re supply by 
air was accomplished.    The battalion remained in the same perimeter as on 3 Har 
ana again dispatched auimsh patrols around the perimeter, 

5 March 1966 - On 050030 i'iar an intelligence report received from the 
BiM CAT uistrlct advisor was passed to the CO 2/28 Infantry.    This report was 
that an unidentified VC regiment was located at XT790485 or about 4 kilomters 
northeast of the 2/28 Infantry,    At 060ü hours ths patrol from B Coapany 2/28 
Infantry spotted a VC company vie XT768461 and fired on it inflicting heavy 
casualties on the VC.    The patrol then moved back to the 2/28 Infantry perimeter 
where they had to fight through another VC company that was preparing .to attack. 
at about the sams time, the patrol from A Coapany spotted VC all around them 
vie XT773439 moving from east to west and this patrol fought its way back to 
the 2/28 Infantry perimeter.   By 0630 hours all patrols had returned to the 2/28 
Infantry perimeter and at 0635 hours the VC launched their first attack from the 
—"bhwest.    The Brigade Headquarters was notified of the attack at 0640 hours 
and an FAC was sent up and gun ships requested.    Ths VC continued their attacks 
from all directions but heavy fire from the 2/20 Infantry, artillery fire and 
airstrlkes stopped every attack resulting in heavy VC casualties.   At 0745 hrs 
the 1/16 Infantry was alerted for coumitment'-to assist the 2/28 Infantry.   At 
0800 hrs the 2/28 Infantry was nmning low on amounition and a UIKID helicopter 
successfully brought in sons asuunition.   The helicopter received he.vy VC 
ground fire and crashed short of Lai KH£ killing all 6 men aboard,    at 0930 hrs 
the l/l6 Infantry mad« a helicopter assault landing vie A.i785465 in rn attempt 
to cut off the escape routes of the VC to the north and east.    The 1/16 Infantry 
moved to the west ru   dng into small groups of VC attempting to flee the battle- 
fieOd«    at 1200 hrs 'he fighting arounu the 2/28'Infantry perimeter had subsided 
so that a patrol fro J A Company 2/28 Infantry moved to the south in an attempt 
to maKS oontact with &he VC.   This patrol cams across a ^P company digging in 
along ths roau vie X 773439.   Ths oonnany was oriented to the south so as to 
block any attempt to reinforce the 2/28 Infantry by land fro» Lai KHüi,    The 
Attrol backed off uoA artillery fire was called In on top of this VC coapany. 
At 0430 hrs ths 1/..6 Infantry linked up with the 2/28 Infantry and the battle 
rif LO Ki£ was ovsr« nie VC had been eonpletely beaten and routed leaving over 
200 bodies arounu '-he 2/28 Infantry perimeter. The remainder of the 5th of 
narch was spent Ir* policing ana —nmhlng the battlefield. The 1/16 Infantry 
and ths 2/28 Infantry went Into s perimeter for the night of 5-6 Harch In the 
area of the battle cield. 

6 liareh 1966 * On the morning ^f 6 hareh the 1/16 Infantry ana the 
2/28 Infantry continued to police and search the area around the battlefield. 
Intelligence reports indicated that the probable eseapa route for the VC had 
been to the west and north.   This information was received from several POim's 
who indicated that their rally point after tue battle was in ths vie of ^JHA tial 
(XT6949)*   Based on what little information was available, the Brigade CO de- 
cided to conmit the 2/2 Infantry tfr the west in an attempt to eatoh some es- 
toning VC and to search and destroy toward the east in order to gain more 
intelllgenoe on the VC whereabouts.    The 2/2 Infsntry made a helicopter assault 
landing vie XT707439 at 060900 March I966.    The landing was unopposed and the 
2/2 Infantry moved east to link up with the 1/16 Infantry who occupied a block- 
in«; position vie XT769460,   The 2/2 Infantry had negative contact axcept for 
sr.ipers,    Ths 2/2 Infantry did find several fresh graves and so:ns bluudy bandages 
thai did Indicate that a portion of ths VC regiment had in fast withdrawn toward 
the northwest c    The 2/26 infantry, after sweeping ths battlefield ar.a tho vil- 
lage of BAU BituQ, returned to Lai KHii and Operation COCOA ft^nGh w* terminated 
on 061700 Marr^ 1966. 

i 
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12,    iu^ULT^; 

a«    lühimy Losses: 

(1) ..round the 2/23 Infuni • / perimütar r.t LO iui 199 yfl K^4«>» 
wurö found, Jue to dürKnsss, thö crvas 'urthur out from th« porioöter ware 
net se.-urdidd until th« following de/, i ..rstzliftis t.aQ ^rtlller/ hit groups 
of VC as far as Z kllouuters from th- 2/26 Infantry pbrimbtur. ay* witness 
reports from artillery Ws, FAC'S L/H thu Brigade CO In the air cJang with 
cgent reports re««ived cftur tiie battl« indicct« thr.t at laast 460 VC wert» 
killed duxlng the battle, " ———' 

(2) Captured equipment: 

4 50 cr.l hG 
1 6Ckii& mertur bass pl.te 
1 Mount,  naa hA 
1 hedical kit  (large) 
1 «T weapon 
2 Submachine guns 
9 Automatic rifles 

W Klfles 
850 Uounas 50 col ammunition 

3 iicuma 57mm xui oummition 
8 Hounds /.T ammunition 

32 Hounds 6Gbm acrtar rmuunition 
2$00 itounds 30 col ammunition 

30 Hand grenades 
Thousands of fuet of electrical wire and Kiacellaneous web 
eqtii iment and clothing 

(3)    IK  troywd iiquipKent: 

150 Hand grenades 1       57am AH 
2 8lQm mortars 4       50 oal MG 
3 60wm mortars 1       Bicycle 

b,    Frianrsjr Losses I        ü|R|j iJLr> .Jin 
rMcreh 1966     fl 0 
4 liaroh 1966 3 4 
5 March 1966 10 25 
6 March I966  0 o 

13.   0MbIMäg hläLäk*   Initially the bc.ttalien b4, 2/26 Inf planned 
ana oeordincted ths resupply by air of tiie 2/28 Inf.   Uuring the eaurse ef the 
battle of LU Jui; cu 5 March it beecn* apparent that the Brigade needed c para» 
ehute resupply capability.   Two hours after the battle started, emergoney re» 
supply of ammunition was requested.   The 54, 2/28 Inf, leaded a UHli) and pitw y 
eeeded to the battle area. The aanunition was delivered but at a cost of f me* \ 
killed and 1 UHli1 destroyed. The battalions out of neeessit/ go on operation« 
lightly loaded, wnioh places the burden o:t the Brigade to insure that they ecn 
be resupplied witlt the items they need am in the quantities requested, £c» 
perience has shown that all four nr.Jor cr<ntaets with the enemy by units of th« 
jd Brigade have resulted in tne neaessity of resupplying duxing the battle, H 
parachute delivery capability should be reidily available to the Bilgade, 

14«    0ü«JCLUbIOiJL> 4UiU Ui^bUJb UnMiui): 

a,   CNiclusions ■ 

(1)    FCL's oust be established for coordination of ortillery/^ir 
Force support sn that continuous support i« provided ana neither nn oust 

N stand-down«H 



b« mad« cvailÄble to the <-uiim^jna;r. 

(3) The Brigade roiai Kave ih«    dpability to rosuppüy a unit by 
parachute as d'iring ft» e%ageiii?n+, reau^plj Dy helicopter may bo impoosible or 
may result in uustly lods of aj^ci^Ct ar^ Urea, 

(4) All uaaiis of gath^-rin^   uatelligeace in order to determine the 
route or routes cf withdrawal of the eneny   mwt be utilized in order that an 
effectire pursuit car. be ihuusdiateVy loliiited aud the onemy destroyed, 

(5) It ie axtraawiy ii«fortc\^t that imits dig in woll and have 
an extensive security plan to include patrols and UP's in order to provont a 
surprise atta-'c» 

(6) Heaotion forced nuet be conmitted when sufficient information 
is available to determine the VC main attdck and his most probable route of with- 
drawal in crier to out him off and devtrsy him«    Once the reaction force is com- 
mitted it met push the attack a^gre«siv^V and remain flexible so as tp react 
t)Q any enemy s/rtions.    The pursuit nuiat ba iixit^ated as soon as it la apparent 
that the enemy la withdrawing 

b,    .^soBMendation" 

(1) That a Psy/üps toaa v/.i.t.h the capability to gire :!jDtn«diata 
leaflet and lo'^dspeaker aiv)port b* avai ^abl^ An the Brißad«0 

(2) That a parachute delivery capability be available for imme- 
diate uae by the Brigade If the nscsaat^y dr-ives, 

15.    flÜfe^jjMlS ^i-^fcis; 

Operation OOOJA BJ^&I rsinf«realthe belief tnat small battalion Soi) 
operations in the Brigade TnOK and More likely to produce contact with a large 
VC unit than the lar-    Brigade and Di> i nl m ^i./.n operations.    The out standing 
conduct of the deTens« by the 7f2b Infantry, tho. speedy and aggressive reacti-vi 
by the 1/16 lafantn  and the Titntan-Jirg arbJllery and close air support com» 
bined to make tnis i erati'vi a eoavl'tr oa^ce&s. 

Once it hex. been determii^c'. that   ll» 2/28 Infantry was undor an attack 
by a large VC regiment, the original plp.ns for Operation COCOA BJ^UI were nr 
longer applicable   md the opera:■IJ.I changed fxom a b&D operation to a pursuit 
and destroy slesicn«    The enemy had b?on located.   The heaviest and morft persis- 
tent attacks on the 2/28 Infantry perimeter in tne early hours of the battle 
wore coming from the northeast.    Thu.a.  the decision waa made to airlift the 
1/16 Infantry to the northeast of the battls area in an attempt to cut off VC 
escape mutes to lie north and ear;'; and to place the main VC force between the 
2/28 Infantry and vhs 1/16 Infantry tr o. \*2 tc destroy it.   The results prowsd 
this to be a ca.uri decision as tl*o J/w Infantry did encounter many groups cf 
fleeing enc'^v,.    Conflate deatxitcMen of the unemy force was not accomplished as 
the VC units wore broken down into nuntreus seall groups that fled in all 
directiona and eluded their pursuers.. 

On tho m ming of 6 March- after anijyaing all intelllijoace data 
available ia^ lud Ina reporte of POi/?s csp^'-cd in the battle, the de;iaion was 
made to comm't the 2/2 Infantiv to Ulc wfet   i uio batbxe «uea.    It was believed 
that a large portior of the enemy force may have escaped to the west and north« 
Since It waa known tlttt the VC had «rffsrod man}' casualties, it waa hoped that 
the 2/2 Infanlvy's swt.rip frei tho west to tho battle area might turn up more 
enemy dead find wour.ded and re-.'over aba^dened VC equipment.    It v/as realised at 
thia tlaa that the landltg of .he 2/2 Infmtty waa too late to cut off any fords 
which my have fled f.-an the b" tl« arcj ^n the 5th ^f March,    The main purpose 
cf landing the 2/2 Infantr/ «r 11.- 6th waf to aid in searching <ird policing tha 
battle area rnd in atts^ptlng to giv1. IJ ' ^"'.ij'.p.or.-.o as to tho pro'vbla location 

. 
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of th« d«f«at6d VC fore««,   Th« d«el«lon not to oouudt th« 2/2 Infantry on th« 
5th of Haroh proved to be « sound decision bec«u«« no «oeurat« infonn«tion «• 
to th« rout« of th« VC withdraw«! wa« a*ailabl« qn tft« 5th,    Xh« eoandtaant 
of th« Brigade'« laet namauvor elemsnt without adequate lnt«llig«nc« a« to th« 
location of th« enemy force would not have been appropriat«. 

Operation OOOOA ikwtCh confirmed that th« VC are no natch for a US unit 
when th« VC elect to attack or to atand and fight in fore«,    Th« tenacity and 
the aggreasiveneaa of the lib inlantryman when backed up by the tremendfua fir« 
support available to him remain« unbeatable. 

Ubju-BE 
h&seX WILLLiM l) BxiOÜBiiCh. 

M. Colonel, Infantry 
Comnanding 

Ccpiea Furnished: 

HACV J2 
HiiCT 
CQpnandor 2d Air ULv 
Conuanding General 1st Inf Div 
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IMUSUZ« 1 {Ummm «f GooMUta of th« Cnwunding Offio«r «f the 2d Btttalloa 
26th lafantiy oa UM Battle of LO KE on 5 Haroh 1966) to 3d Brigade Battle 
Bulletin Huaber SLfbt (U) 

1* PagePMatiene Bafeaa the Battle. On 3 March, in aooozdanoe with 3d 
Brigade Operation BOSTON, the 2/28 Infantiy Initiated Operation COCOA BEACH. 
the «lesion of Operation COCOA BBACH was tot 

a« Search and destroy the enemy within the battalion TAOB« 

b« Develop intelligeaoe, 

e* Confirm intelligtnoe reports, 

d« Interdiot enemy supply routes« 

The 2/28 Infantry moved by foot to the north at 050800 Mar 66« No 
vehicles were taken« The battalion moved to a position vio ^7704^8 which 
was tentatively eelected for the RON position but was unsuitable because of 
the tall grass« The 32, from the air, picked out another area vie XT775444 
which proved to be suitable» The area was wide open and the rubber planta- 
tion to the south was devoid of brush and undergrowth« The battalion went 
into a tight perimeter defense and proceeded to dig in (see attached uketoh)« 
Picks and shovels were brought in by helicopter to aid digging« During the 
evening of 3 • 4 March three ambush patrols were placed out« The evening 
passed with no incidents or contact« 

Ob 4 March one company was dispatched to the west to check out intelli- 
gence information that there was a VC base camp located vio XT758460« The 
company did find the base camp which was defended by about 10 VC« A small 
fire fight developed resulting in 1 friendly KIA and 2 WIA« Inside the base 
camp they found 4 or 3 «nail huts, warm rice and fish and several large 
underground cooking stoves« The camp appeared to be a way station along the 
main supply route« Also, on 4 March» one company was sent about 3 kms to the 
north to search and destroy« The company moved north and checked out the 
plantation buildings (sketch)« They found nothing but on their return they 
found a huge trench (Trench #1 on eketch) that ran for about 2 km« from BAU 
BAM towards the west« The trench was about 9 feet deep end had holes dug 
into the sides for protection and for cooking food« The trench obviously 
had held a large force and was occupied as recently as two days earlier« 
This find disturbed the battalion CO very much« The battalion CO went to 
the Brigade headquarters and coordinated with the Air Force LNO and Arty LNO 
to Insure that they knew of this trench and knew exactly uhere the 2/28 Inf 
perimeter was« The battalion CO then returned to the battalion perimeter and 
insured that all positions were deep end well constructed« 

The 2/28 Inf made preparations to move the battalion to the west at 05O9OC 
hours March 1966« The CO, 2/28 Infantiy, did not want to move too early in 
the morning as this is a very vulnerable tine« The decision to move at 0900 
hours would give the battalion ample time to complete resupply and sufficient 
daylight to prevent a VC surprise attack« 

Daring the evening of 4 • 5 March three patrols were deployed after 
dark (see sketch)« The battalion CO specified that each patrol would con* 
sist of at least 13 men and a radio« A four man LP was also dispatched to 
the edge of the Jungle to the west« 

At 030030 March 1966 the battalion CO received a radio call from the 
Brigade 32 sergeant notifying him that a report had just been received from 
the BElf CAT District Advisor that a VC regiment was looatud to the northeast 
of MÜ BANG« This report disturbed the battalion CO very much, for if it 
were, true it placed the VC regiment about 4 kms from the 2/28 Infaatry perl- 
meter« Having knowledge of the recently occupied trench to the northeast the 
battalion CO believed the report and persennaly alerted all the company com- 
manders« At 030530 March the 2/28 Infantry conducted stand to« 

? 



IncloBura 1 (Resuiae of LO XS) to Brigade Battle Bulletin Nr 8 (Continued) 

2. The Battle. At about 030545 March Patrol B (sketch) with Lt Hibbs aa 
patrol leader, heard noises to the enat and notified the battalion« 

At 0615 hours Lt Hibbs* patrol saw a group of civilians (mostly women 
and children) coming down Route RED (sketch) from the east« They were mov- 
ing slowly« Some of the woman were carrying weapons and almost all of the 
children were earzying ammunition. When they got to within 100 meters of 
the patrol they halted« Then from the north along Route BLUE (sketch) Lt Hib' 
saw an estimated VC company double timing toward his position« (Notes It war 
still dark at this time but Lt Hibbs had a Starlight Scope on his weapon«) 
When the VC got to within 50 meters of the patrol they halted« The 7C obvious 
ly had been running for a long time ao they began to cough and spit when they 
halted. From behind this group of VC a baldheaded man in a white robe came 
forward with 2 or 3 other men, and they walked down Route BLUE and turned 
east on Route TIED to join the civilians who were waiting. The bald man be- 
gan to talk to the civilians« Be seemed to be telling the civilians to fol- 
low him but they were a bit reluctant. The talking became quite loud« Mean- 
while, Lt Hibbs had repositioned his 2 Claymore mines so as to fire down the 
road where the VC company was halted. He had also gone to eaoh man in the 
patrol and given them instructions on what to do. Each man had carried about 
8 hrnd grenades. Finally, the man in the white robe left the civilians and 
rejoined the VC company. He began leading them down Route IIGD toward the 
2/28 perimeter. r/hen the VC company was in the killing zone Lt Hibbs fired 
the two Claymores, killing numerous VC. The patrol then Jumped up and starte. 
throwing hand grenadea. Lt Hibbs jumped into the road and tried to kill the 
man in the white robe but he apparently missed him. By  this time, the VC to 
the rear, who had not been hit by the Claymores, began to fire« Lt Hibbs 
instructed the patrol to return to the 2/28 perimeter and he covered them by 
throwing more grenades and firing his 1116. Lt Hibbs then rejoined the patrol. 
The patrol members remember seeing numerous VC dead along the road and casing 
a email boy running f•.round in circles who had obviously been hit by the 
Claymore. Apparently, the head of the column of civilians had progressed 
down Route RSD to the intersection with Route BLUE and several civilians had 
been caught in the Claymore firing area. (NOTE: On 7 March two badly 
wounded children got on a bus at 3 U BANG and were picked up by the IIP,8 at 
the south check point« They had been hit by shrapnel and were probably in 
this group of civilians that Lt Hibbs had soen.) 

In the 2/2Q Infantry perir.evor this action was heard and the battalion 
was completely alert« 

Meanwhile, Lt Hibbs* patrol moved south along Route BLUE to rejoin the 
battalion. VThen they reached Position X (sketch) they ran into a VC unit 
(estimated at least 1 company) deploying to attack the 2/28 Infantry perl- 
meter. They ran into the rear of the VC end oaused some confusion. Then, 
a few of the VC fired on Lt Hibbe* patrol. The patrol, thinking they had 
run into B Company's lines, began yelling "Bravo, bravo, bravo«" All around 
them they heard men with obvious Vietnamese accents saying "Bravo." But, 
they heard one voice in excellent iunerican Qiglish s y "Bravo over hers." 
Lt Hibbs said "Like hell, those are VC" and the patrol fired on the VC with 
Ml6*8 and threw more hand grenades. The patrol fought through the VC and 
reached the 2/28 perimeter at about 0635 hours« ./hen the patrol had just 
about closed, it was discovered that one man had been wounded in the elbow 
and wae a bit dazed. A sergeant and Lt Hibbs went back to get the man. By 
this time, Lt Hibbs had been wounded in the leg. Also, the VC to the north- 
west had begun to place heavy fire on the 2/28 perimeter and had at least 
two }0  oal machineguns set up along Route BLUE. The sergeant picked up and 
brought back the wounded man but Lt Hibbs continued on to try and destroy 
the two machineguns. Lt Hibbs wasn't seen alive again. Lt Hibbs' patrol 
had accomplished many things and was the key to the complete success that 
followed. His actions: 

(a) Alerted the 2d Battalion 28 Infantry 

(b) Destroyed the better part of one company of VC 

/ 



Inolosure 1 (Restune of LO KE) to Brigade Battle Bulletin Nr 8 (Continued) 

(o) Disrupted an attacking unit and caused them to attack 
pxMMituxely. 

While this action was going on, at about 0615 hours, Patrol A spotted 
nany VC moving from the e',st to the west« Before they knew it there wera 7C 
all around them« Since it was still dark, the patrol mingled with the VC n/id 
headed towards the 2/28 Infantry perimeter. 'Then they got through most or 
the VC they fired on the VC around them and headed for the 2/20 Infantry 
perimeter« At about this time, the VC began firing 81mm mortars from vie of 
the plantation buildings« The mortar rounds missed tho 2/28 Infantry and 
went about 500 meters to the south and landed in among the VC who were moving 
west« Patrol A reported they were certain that the VC mortars hit some of 
their own men and the confusion caused by the mortars aided the patrol in 
getting back safely« Patrol C had come back in at 0630 hours rith no 
eon tact« The four man LP withdrew when they had heard VC movement to the 
west« 

The first VC attack ocme at approximately 0635 hours from the northwec - 
(sketch Arrow 71), This attack was triggered prematurely by Lt HibLs' pairol- 
This attack was halted by the intense small arms fire from the 2/20 Tufentry 
perimeter« At 0643 hours the VC attacked from the northeast (Arrow ,.'?.),    Ac 
0653 hours an attack came from the east« Brigade headquarters was notified 
at approximr.tely O64O hours and a FAC and helicopter fire team were requested 
The FAC was airborne within minutes and a flight of fighters arrived and 
dumped their bombs on an attack from the west (Arrow :'/4) at 0713 hours. Con 
sidering the gun*target line and to insure that all support could be used the 
decision had been made to fire artillery to the south and west and use air f-j 
the north and east of the 2/28 Infantry perimeter« Airstrihes were conducted 
throughout the morning and these striJ.es in conjunction with the artillery 
support and stiff infantry defencj pounded the enemy aad broke ove.y alt.tok« 
The attack from the northwest shifted more to the north (Arrow #5) *■■&  the VC 
attempted to find cover in Trench -$2« 

At 0800 hours the firing died down*  Therefore, an attempt was made to 
get a resupply of ammunition. The helicopter was told to make one high pass 
end see if it would draw any fire and, if not, to come in. Suddenly, a UH1D 
came over the tree tops and into tho 2/26 Infantry perimeter from the east. 
The VC opened up on it with everything they had. The UH1D landed in the north 
west comer of the 2/26 Infantry perimeter and the load of ammunition was 
kicked off« The helicopter was receiving unusually heavy fire from small arm:, 
and machine guns including at least one 30 oal machinegun. The helicopter 
took off and headed toward LAI HIS. The battalion commander felt it wouldn't 
make it and notified Brigade headquarters to be on the lookout for a crippled 
helicopter« The helicopter did crash Just short of L..I KH2. The attacks 
from every direction but from the northeast faltered and halted« The attack 
from the northeast continued throughout the morning but when the 1/16 Infantry 
landed behind the VC at approximately 0930 hours, the VC were routed. 

At approximr.tely 1200 hours the firing died down and A Company 2/28 Inf 
st'.it a patrol to ths south. This patrol ran into an estimated VC company 
digging in and facing south at Trench ^3 (sketch). It appeared as though 
this force was attempting to ambush a relief force if one had been sent from 
LAI KH3 on the ground. The patrol fired on the VC but received a heavy volum, 
of return fire and so withdrew« The artillery fired on this VC company using 
VT fuzes« At 1250 hours the attack ag-.inst the 2/28 Infantry perimeter ceaser 
The closest tho VC ever got to the perimeter of the 2/28 Infantry was about 
40 meters. The I/16 Infantry linked up with the 2/28 Infantry >-.t 1430 hours, 
and the battle was over. 

3« After the Battle. During the afternoon of 5 March the 2/28 Infantry and 
the 1/l6 Infantry continued to search the area around the battlefield. 
Numerous bodies and a quantity of weapons and equipment were collected includ- 
ing four 3C cal machineguns« On 6 March the 2/28 Infantry continued to sweep 
the area and to search the Village of BAU B/NG. The 2/2  Infantry was com- 
mitted in the morning and the 2/28 ii.fantxy returned to LAI KHB on the after- 
noon of 6 March 1966, 



IncloBure 1 (Reourue of LO K3) to ■Jrijade Battle Julletin rr G (Continued) 

4. Factors Cpnto^buting to_ the. Viotorr of LO KJ from the Vi3Tr\oint of the 
2d Battalion YpVh 'infantry.    *  ""^ - -       '" ■-'"-"  - *"     * • ' 

a. The battalion traveled light and had no vehicles» This left the VC 
very few targets as everyone was in a hole» It was evident that the VC ex- 
pected the battalion to have vehicles by the large number of anti-tank weapons 
that he carried but never used. 

b» The oonmander picked ft position that had good fields of fire» 

o» It is imperative to dig in and dig in deeply» Every man must have ft 
good fighting position» 

d» Patrols must be placed on roads and Intersections as the VC use roads 
and trails for movement at night and avoid the Jungle» 

e. Artillery and the air LNG's must know the exact location of the bat- 
talion positions and coordinate strike areas so that air and artillery can 
continuously operate without anyone's having to "stand down»" 

f» Intelligence data must be disseminated in a timely manner to achieve 
full benefit therefrom, 

o o o 
o    o    c 
ft  C  c 

Trench #3 

SKETCH OP THE BATTLE OP LO KE 

Highway 13 about 1»7 kma 
-» 
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