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HEADQUARTERS 3D BRIGADE
1st Infantry Division
APO US Forces 96345
~

-~
AVID-WB-C o 3 April 1966

SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report (MACV/RCS/J3/32)

THRU

TOs Commander
US Militery Assistance Command Vietnam
ATTN: J321

APO U3 Forces 96243

1. NAME AND TYPE OF OPERATION: Operation COCOA BE’C:! =~ Search

and Destroy,
2, DATES OF OPERATION: 030700 March 1966 -~ 061600 March 1966,

3, LOCATION: BINH DUONG Province and BEN CAT District XT7948 =
XT7940 =~ XT7040 - XT7048 (Overlay attached as Appendix 1),

4, COMMAND H UARTCRS: Headquarters 3d Brigade jet Infantry
Division,

5 UNIT COMMANDERSI:

Colonel William D Brodbeck, CO 3d Brigade

Lt Col George M Shuffer, Jr, CO 2/2 Infantry
Lt Col William S Lober, Jr, CO 1/16 Infantry
Lt Col Kyle W Bowie, CO 2/28 Infantry

Lt Col Frank R Tims, CO 2/33 Artillery

6o TASK ORGANIZATIONS

Headquarters 3d Brigade
2/2 Infantry

1/16 Infantry

2/28 Infantry

2/33 Artillery (DS)

B Btry 2/32 Artillery
D Btry 8/6 Artillery

D Company 1st Engr Bn

7. SUPPORTING FORCIS:
a, Artillerys
(1) Size of Force:t 3 six gun 105mm howitzer battcries

and Headquarters Battery 2/33 Artillery; D Battery (3 inch howitzer
SP) 8/6 Artillery; and B Battery (175mm howitzer SP) 2/32 Artillery,

Fol or RD
box 209
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LUBJsULt  Crmhet me=stifane yfpoe pstden Mamant M /is IR /22)

defensive concentrations fired in arovna the /28 Infantry perimeter, Kxten-
sive harassing and interdictory fires were employed around Lhe 2/28 Infantry
perimeter durir; th. hove-s of darimesa. On . March ccntinuous fire support
was provided to the 2/28 Infantry during their search ax! destroy operations,
Check rounds wore fired on the aefensivc roncentraticns avourd the 2/28 Infantry
perimeter and H&I fires employed duying the Kours of darkness, On 5 March at
0600 nours the battalion FQC answered calls for fire from the artillery FO's
with the 2/28. Infanery. b O745 hours t e aevial FO arcived over Lhe battle
area and, in conjuurtisn with the groun: FO's, coniinusa to adjust artillery
fire the remainder of the day. At 090" hours D Btry &5 artillery and B and
C Batteries 2/3? aArtiliery fired prer -ation fires around 1. BLUE (XT735465)
to be utilized by the 1/16 Infantry., On 060%0") hours March all batteries fired
preparatory fir~c ca 14 hed (X1707477) Lo be ntilized by the 2/2 Infantry. Cobe
tinuous artillevy support, on cill, was provided as the infantry battalions
policed the bati:ls a--a,

(3) Rosulte: anemy losses attributed to a:tillery fire are 75 KIA
by body count, ;

(4) Summary of Rovnds Fired:

10fmnm 2230 rds 2Q +onn
¢ inch 9. rds 9.5 toms
17)na A€ rds —Ae2 s
TOTAL: 233L rds "0  tonsg

b, ATY cvyiatiap:

(1) All infantry battalion commanders veérc supplied with an
OH-B‘)Ior oemand and ccitrol, The Brigade CP group rperatod from a UH-1D
equipped with a cor . ad Cons~le,

(7' Resupply of the battalions in the field was accomplished by
UK~1D heldcopt o,

(7} OW-13 holic-pters fr.m the 3d Bris..c rviztion Section had
provided day anc night swrveillance f Lhe Brigade TAZR prioe to the battle an
5 March and cbaexv.' = aftor the katbtl: to detcinarus ! e VO routes of with-
drawal, ‘

(») UH D helicopters ve,e utilized in ‘he sirmrbile arsaults of
the 1/16 Infan.:y and the 2/2 Infantry :2 § and § iav h respectively,

(L) Armed helicoptors provided suppor. during the opcration and
assisted in th> preparation of the LZ's on 5 and 6 luw-h 15065,

¢, US Alr Force: [uring Operation CUWa BiaCH T3 clese air support
sorties were flown ‘n support of the 3d Brigade Task Force, iithin 30 minutes
after the Brigade rsadquarters was notified of the attack on the 2/28 Infantry
perimster on 5 Mar h, an airstrike was diyected againzt the attac vC. .
Contimuous clcse - .r ~pport missions w:-re fl-wn in rurpirt of the 2/28 Infantyy -
from 050715 March nntil 050915 karch. At 050900 n~rch an F.-)JOO was shot dewn
by ground fire whi:e making & bombing run, The pil-i e 3cted safoly and was
picked up by gr-ur+ troops from the 2/2 Infantry wichin 20 minutes after ejottn
ing., The plane wa: a total loss, at 050915 March 3 s.cti s were used to pre=
pare the L. for the asse1lt lanwing ~t the 1/16 Infentry, On 6 karch 1966
sorties wero used to prepare the L fr ine assauli lavmng of the 2/2 Infantpy,
The air Force is crev 'ed with kdlling 150 VC and destroying two 8lmm mortars
ana four 50 cal machii : gune, The cl~ea air support during Opcraticn COCOA
BunCh was outstandiry,

-

5 mareh 1966 66 ¢ ~ciecs
& March 966 ~ 7 e ties,
TOT, L: 73 arrties
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LUBJuCls  Caubet cperaticus after notioa leport (1wC//R(S/J3/32)

8, INTZLLIGaCEs
a. Lstimate of VC Strength:

The VC units deteniaed to have taken part in the battle of 1O Ki
on 5 harch were the 272 regiwent and the /41 Heavy weapons Battalion which
norually supports the 272 .egiuent, .st .mated strength of the 272 Regiment plus
the 44l Battalion is 2000 men,

b, Intelligence iteceived Pr-or to 5§ Merch 1966:

The last reported location of the 272 Regiment prior to 3 iarch 66
was received 28 February 1966 from lieadquarters lst Infantry Division (source:
Headquarters, 1ACV), However, a report was receiveu at 3d Brigade Headquarters
on 042035 larch frou the Buuw CiT .avisor that an unidentified regimental size
unit was located vic XT790485, This ie approximately 4 kilometers northeast of
the location of the L0 ki battls on 5 harch, The source of this report was an
agent, The 272 degiment haa previcusly been reported as follgws:

UATE LOGT10H SUUAGE
15 Pedb 66 XT6545 I1I Corps
19 Feb 66 XT7150 1iI Corps
20 Feb 66 XT7148 IIT Corps
28 Feb 66 XT7044 MLCV

6, Situation ant.icipated in Objective .rea:

Reports inalcated that a large scals V( operation was either in *he
planning, trajniag axi supply phase or was roady for execution in the northemn
portion of the Brigade TaOR, It was anticipated that a large VC force would
attack friendly units vhen committed to an operetion rather than attaciking a
hase camp area,

d, OSituati: 1 sneountercd Luring the Op:svaticns

The VC tollowed their estnblished pattern of attacking a force mueh
smaller than thoir o :. s oxpocted, they attacked a US Farce in an operational
area away from the biase camp, After the battle and a pursuit was initiated the
VC withdrew on all sides to scattered areas, They were routud into disorganised,
szall groups and t ok advantage of their knowledge of the jungle and terrain to
effect a rapid ret.oat,

o, Terrz’'n Peatures, Obstacles and Weather:

The bzttle was fought in the 1O K< iubber Plantation which is flat
and devaid of underbrush except for scattered patches of tall grass and hedge-
rows, The area to the west of the battle area was thick jungls, There were no
major obstacles in the area., The weather, initially, was good, On 050800 Mar
a low stratus began to form, By 050830 harsh a 1900 foot broken ceiling existed
and remained until 051100 Mareh at which tims the cloud cover became scattered,
Visibility below the ceiling was gond except for smoke in the battle area,

f. Survs; Llance:

During and immediately following the battle on 5 March, all means
available were utilized for surveillance of the enemy, Visual air and ground
reconnaissance were eiployed during daylight hours, OSLAR, Rub Hali, and the
Starlight Scope were used at night, The RiU Team ma‘rtainad constan® vigilance
to detect enemy rodio and COW transudisstions,

8» Puychologieal Harfare:

There were no psy:nolngical warfare cperations conducted uuring the
operation, Tho 3d Brigade d«es not hi7e the capability for conducting tactical
psychological warfare operations in a timely and effective manner, asgain, an
opportunity to iumediately exploit a ta.get of opportunity (ie, a major victory
and the rout of an enemy force) was lost due to improper organization of person-

3
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nel and equipuwent of the rsyilar team attachec to the 3d Brigade, Reaction time
to obtain either loudspeaker broadcast aircr ft and/or an appropriate leaflet is
too long to be of value, Hundreds of VC we.e fleeing the battle ares secking
safe areas, Tley were susceptible to psychological appeals and directions on
how to surrender, It is believed that many ralliers were lost due to inadequate
Psy/Ops support, 4 recoumendation as to organization of a tactical Psy/Ops
team is being prepared and will be forwarded to higher headquarters for
consideration,

9. MISSION: The wissiomsoriginally given the 2/28 Infantry in their
Operation Order 13-66 (Operation CUCOs BiaCH), dated 2 March 1966 were:

(a) Destroy VC, their equipment and emplacements,
(b) Disrupt VC activity,

(c¢) Gain intelligence.
(d) Interdiet VC supply routes.

Upon comnittment of the 1/16 Infantry and 2/2 Infantry on .
five ard six ., March the mission of all units was to pursue, find the
enemy anu destroy him,

10, QONCAEPT UF OP.iatlUns The overall Brigade concept of operation for
March, of wnich COCOa BéaCh was a part, was to comuuct & series of battalion
size sperations within the 3d Brigade TAOR, The 2/28 Infantry was the first
wiit to initiate 5&D operations in their portion of the Brigade TAOR from 3 to
8 March 1966, vhen the 2/28 Infantry had been out for 4 days, another infantry
battalion would initiate a battalion S&D nperation in their portion of the
Brigade TaOR, aAfter six days the 2/28 Infantry would return to base camp and
the third infantry battalion would conduct S&D operations in their portion of
the Brigade TAOR, all operations would be within 105mm howitzer range of Lil
KHE, Therefore, ene or two infantry battalions would be operating in the
Brigade Ta0R at all times, .

This concept proved eitfeotive in that a majar engagement with the V¢
occurred on 5 harch 1966, After the battle of LO KK the Brigade concept was
altered so as to comit fercss in an attempt to find and destroy the fleeing

enemy,

The 2/28 Iafantry initisled the Brigade conoept on 3 Mareh with Operee
tion COC0A BSuCH, The 2/28 Infantry's concept for Operation COCCA BuaCH was te
urve by foot into the area of eperation and set up a battalion perimster,
Companies would then search and destroy from this dattalion perimster, The
battalion would move every two diys to a new ares until the entire ares
operation had been searched, .

11, EXECUTION: 4 day by day description of the axesution phase of
tion (OCOA BEACH is included below, The major action of Operation COCOA 4 .|
was the battls of LO Ki on 5 March, This action drastically alterea the plane
for Operation COCOA BiZACH and changed it from a battalion S&b eperation fnte
a Brigade pursuit and destroy operation, (NOTE: A complste resums of the
2/28 Infantry acoount of the Battls of LO KE as published in 3d Brigade Battle
Bulletin Number 8 is attached as Incl 1). »n

3 harch 1966 - The 2/28 Infantry initiated Operation COCOA BeaCi on
030700 kharch, The battalion moved by foot from LAl KHE to a battalion defensive
position vie XT773445, where they dug in and resupplied by air. During the
evening of 3-4 March the 2/28 Infantry placed out ambush patrols on likely ensmy
avenues of approaches arowx the battalion perimster, There was no enemy cantact

on 3 March,
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4 March 1966 - On 4 iarch » and B Coupanies 2/28 Infantry woce dis-
patched to the west and north respecuively., at 041140 harch a Company 2,/28
Infartry sprang a VC anbush at XT754459 rees.dting in the routing of ths ambush
force, C Company was sent to assist 4 Company, a Company then con’inued to
XT753459 where they found a base camp that could accomodate 40 to 60 uen and
convained tunnels, faxholes, docuuents and 7 underground cooking stoves, The
camp was destroyed and the documents eva-uated, B Company had negative contact
but did discover a large trench vie X1780455 that ran for about a kilometer into
BaU 3G (XT799458) and had been recontly occupied by a large VC force, all
campanies returned to the battalion perimeter by 041645 March and resupply by
air was accomplished, The battalion remained in the same perimeter as on 3 Mar
and again dispatched auwbush patrols around the perimeter,

5 March 1966 -~ On 050030 iiar an intelligence report received from the
Bii CaT Ulstrict advisor wae passed to the CO 2/28 Infantry, This report was
that an unidentified Vg regiment was locuted at XT790485 or about 4 kilometers
northeast of the 2/28 Infantry. 4t 060V hours the patrol from B Coupany 2/28
Infantry spotted a VC company vic AT768461 and fired on it inflicting heavy
casualties on the VC, The patrol then moved back to the 2/28 Infantry perimeter
where they had to fight through anothier VC company that was preparing to attack,
At about the sames time, the patrol from A Company spotted VC all around them
vic ATTPB439 woving from east to west ana this patrol fought its way back to
the 2/28 Infantry perimeter, By 0630 hours all patrols had returned to the 2/28
Infantry perimester and at 0635 hours the VC launched their first attack from the
~~~thwest. The Srigade Headquarters was notified of the attack at 0640 hours
and an FAC was sent up and gun shipa requested, The VG continued thieir attacks
from all directions but heavy fire from the 2/28 Infantry, artillery fire and
airstrikes stopped every attack resulting in heavy VC casualties, At O745 hrs
the 1/16 Infantry was alerted for commitment:to assist the 2/28 Infantry, at
0800 hrs the 2/28 Infantry was running low on ammnition and a Ubs=lD helizopter
cuccessfully brought in soms ammnition. The helicopter reccived he.vy V©
ground fire and crashec short of Lial KHE killing all 6 men aboard, xt 0930 hrs
ths 1/16 Infantry made a helicopter assault lanaing vie A1785465 in an attempt
to cut off the escape routes of the VC to the north and east, The 1/16 Infantry
moved tn the west rur.iing into small groups of VC attempting to flee the battle-
field, At 1200 hrs ‘he fighting around the 2/28" Infantry perimeter had subsided
8o that a patrol frou » Company 2/28 Infantry moved to the south in an attempt
to make contact with the VC, This patrol came acrossa L company digging in
along the roau vie X: 773439, The © was oriented to the south =n as to
block any attempt to reinforce the 2 Infantry by land from Lal KHr, The
Jatrol backed off :nd artillery fire was called 4n an top of this VC company,
At 1430 hrs the 1/16 Infantry linked up with the 2/28 Infantry and the battle
vl L0 ki was over. The VC had been completely beaten and reuted lsaving over
200 bodies arounu “he 2/28 Infantyy perimster, The remainder of the 5th of
march was spent irn polieing ana ssarching the dattlefield. The 1/16 Infantry
and the 2/28 Infantry went into a perimster for the night of 5-~6 kMarch in the
area af the battlexield,

6 liarch 1966 -~ On the morning af 6 hareh the 1/16 Infantry ana the
2/28 Infantr; cont.inued to police and search the area around the battlefield,
Intelligence reports indicated that the probable escape route for the VC had
been to the west and north, This inforuation was received froin several POn's
who indicuted that their rally point after tne battle was in the vic of iHa HAT
(XT6949). Based on what little information was available, the Brigade CO de-
cided to conmit the 2/2 Infantry te the west in an attempt to cetch some es-
~oning VC and to search and destroy toward the east in order to gain more
intelligence onthe VC whereabouts, The 2/2 Infantry made a helicopter assault
landing vie XT707439 at 060900 March 1966, The landing was unopposed and the
2/2 Infantry moved east to link up with the 1/16 Infantry who occupied a block-
ing position vic XT769460, The 2/2 Infantry had negative contact =xzepth for
srivers. The 2/2 Infantry did find several fresh graves and come hl.uly handages
that did indicate that a portion of the VC regiment had in fact withdrawn toward
ths northwest. The 2/28 Znfantry, after sweeping the battlefieid arua thu vil-
lage of BaU BasG, roturned to Lal KHE and Operation 0OCOA HiaCh wes terminated
oh 061700 March 1966,
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12. L@ULT_P_!
2, Lnomy Losscs:

(1) .round the 2/28 Infunt v perimeter ct 10 ns 199 VC bodies
were found, UOuu to durkness, tlw creas ‘urther out from the perimeter were
nct se~rched until the following duy, . .retrikss .k artillery hit groups
of VC as far ce 2 kdloucters from th. 2/28 Infontry perdmster, oys witness
reports from crtillery FO's, FnCls um thu Brigode CO in the air clong with
cgent reports received cftur tie bottle indiccte thot et least 460 VC were
kdllud during the bottle,

(2) Coptured Jquipuent:

NUB.it IT. M
4 50 e~1l MG
1l 6Om mertur base pl:te
1l Mount, 57m R
1l Mediccl kit (large)
1l T weapon
2 Submachine guns
9 automntic rifles
13 wifles
850 Rounas 50 ccl acnmunitisn
2 ourds 57mm il cuamunition
8 dounds .T ammnition
32 Rounds 60um mcrtor smmnition
2500 Rourds 30 62l cnmunition
30 Hond grenades

Thouacnds of fwt of eluctrical wire and Mscellaneous wed
equi jment and elothing

(3) De troywd Equipment:

1s0 Hard grencdes 1 57 R
2 8lmm mortors In 50 ccl MG
3 6Gum mortars 1l sioysle
b, Frienc. .y losses: UaTy Aln Aa
3 Mcreh 1966 5 0
4 liarch 1966 3 N
5 lzreh 1966 10 25
6 karch 1966 0 [
13, D ITIVE b ITuglds  Initiclly tho bittalien S4, 2/28 Inf plonned

and neerdimted tlw resupply by air of the 2/28 Inf, Luring the ocsurse ef the
battle of LU hd cu 5 March it bucoms ecpprrent that the Brigede nveded ¢ parae
chute resupply ccprbility, Two hsurs cfter the bottls started, emergensy re-
supply of amunitisn was requusted, The 54, 2/28 Inf, lacded a UHLD and pre-
cevded to the bittle area, The azmxmnition was delivered but at a cost nf 6 men
idlled and 1 UHL' destroyed, The battalinns out of nesussity ge on operctions
lightly locded, which plrces the burden o the Brignde to insure thot thuy ecn
be rvsupplivd withh the items they need cmu in the quontities requested, ix-
pvrience has shewrn thet ell four mejor onntocts with the enemy by unite of the
Jd Brigade have resulted in the memeesity of resupplying during the battle, a
parachute delivery c pability should be recdily aveailable to the Brigede,

Uy QCUBIOD ail) MidO Linpluh:
8. Cmanclusions:

(1) FCL's mus® be vstoblished for coordinction of crtillery/nir
Force support sn thot continmmous support is provided ani neither an must
" st oad-down,"

(<N

\
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I A .itten'qence data sunound.'rqan area of operation ™st
be made availabie to the vommanas:.

{3) The Brigads must have the ‘-apability to resupply a unit by
parachute as curing an engageu>rnt, resupply by heiicopter may be impossible or
may result in uustly Joss nf aircva€t end lives,

(4) 41l weurs of gath-ring intelligence in erder to cdetermine the
route or rcutcs ¢f withdrawal of the enemy mizt, be utilized in order that an
effective pur-suit car be lLuuedistely inliisted and the cnemy dest:royed,

(5) It io extrewnly important that units dig in woll and have
an exteugive soturity plan to include patrols and LP's in ¢cder to provont a
surprise attaclc,

(6) Reaction fcrces must be committed when sufficient information
is avallable to determine the VC mrin attack and his most probable route of withe
drawal in o~er tn cut him off and destrey him, Once the reaction force is com=
mitted it muct push the attucl: gggressive!y and remain flexiblo so as to react
%0 any enemy c~tiona. The pursuit must ta initiated as soun as it. is apparent
that the enemy is withdrawing

b, 1ecomendation-:

(1) That a Psy/Ope -amith the capability to give ‘wn~diate
leaflet and lomdspeaker gipor: be avai lable ‘r the Brigada,

(2) That a narachuie delivery capability be available for imme-
diate use by the Brigade if the necessity o ‘ives,

15, Clluwive!S Ail-Lbls:

Operction OOCUA BuaCi reinforcel the tellef that small battalion S5&D
operations in the Brigaide TaOR and more likely to produze contact with a large
VC unit than tho lar:. Brigado end Divi~i wm sisn operations, The cutetanding
conduct of “he defense by the 2/28 \nfantry, th-. speedy and aggressive reactisn
by the 1/16 Infantry ad the mitataniirg artillery and close air support come
bined to make this « eratim a cow;’>ic suzcess,

Oonce it he. been determinad that, ihe 2/28 Infantry wae undor an attask
by a large VC regimant, the criginnl plans for Opevation COCOA Bunlli were ne
longer applicablo ind the aperatioa changed fiom a S&D operation to a pursuit
and destroy micsi~n, The enemy had b-on located, The heaviest and most persie-
tent attacks on tis 2/28 Infantry povimeter in the early hours of the battle
wore coming f:nm the northeast, Thua, the decisipn was made to airlift the
1/16 Infantry to the northeast of the baitle area in an attempt to cut nff VC
escape rnutes to t.e north and eas’ 2014 ic place the main VC force between the
2/28 Infantry and she 1/16 Infani-7 :r L. 'ar t» destroy it. The results proved
this to be a courl decision as 4o 1/u5 Tufantry did encounter muny groups of
flceing encmy., Complste destruction ef the cnemy force was not accomplished as
the VC units were broken down into numereus gwsll groups that fled in all
directions and eluded their puravers,

On thn m rning of 6 Mareh. aficr anriysing all intelligonce data
available in~u:cin; reports of POW'a cept'red in the battle, the de:ision was
made to comm’: the 2/2 Infantry to th. west .. iLie babiie ared, Ii was believed
that a large portion of the enemy foree may have escaped to the west and nerth,
Since it was known that the VC had suffercd many casualties, it was hoped that
the 2/2 Inraniry's swesp froa Lhi west to the battle area might turn up more
enemy clead &nd wourded and re-sver abardened VC equipment, It was rzalized at
this tine that the lardi:g of he 2/2 Infantry was too late to cut off any force
which may have fled f-om the b~ %1~ arcn ~n the 5th ~f March, The main purpese
of landing thc 2/2 Infantr” er tl- 4Lh war to 2id in scarching ard policing the
battle arca 2ndi in attempting to g.» iir"2%1icete a8 to tho probehle lecation
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of the defeated VC forces, The decision not to commt the 2/2 Infantry on the
5th of March proved to be a sound decision because no sccurate information as
to the route of the VC withdrawal was available on te 5th, The commitment

of the Brigade's last nameuver element without adequate intelligence as to the
location of the enemy force would not have been appropriate.

Operation CLOOA BunCH oonfirmed that the VC are no match for a US unit
when the VC elect to attack or to stand and fight in force., The tenacity and
the aggressiveness of the US intantryman when backed up by the tremendeus fire
support available to him remains unbeatable,

WD B st

Udned W1LLIAM D BRCDBuCh
Bs. Colonel, Infantry
Coumanding

Ccpies Furnished:

HaCV J2

MACT

Coumander 2d Air Div
Comuanding General lst Inf Div



Inclesure 1 (Resume of Comments of the Commanding Officer ef the 24 Battalion
28th Infantry on the Battle of LO KE on 5 March 1966) to 34 Brigade Battle
Bulletin Number Right (U)

1o M%ﬁ&&’lﬁ On 3 March, in sccordance with 34
Brigade Operation s the 2/28 Infantxy initiated Operetion COCOA BEACH,
The mission of Operation COCOA BEACH was tos

&¢ Search and destroy the enemy within the battalion TAOR,
be Develop intelligence.

6, Confirm intelligence reports.

de Interdict enemy supply routes,

The 2/28 Infantry moved by foot to the north at 030800 Mar 66, No
vehicles were taken, The battalion moved to a position vic <T77045>8 which
was tentatively selected for the RON position but was unsuitable because of
the tall grass, The 32, from the air, picked out another ares vic XT775444
which proved to be suitable, The area was wide open and the rubber plantae
tion to the south was devoid of brush and undergrowth, The battalion went
into a tight perimeter defense and proceeded to dig in (see attached uketoh).
Picks and shovels were brought in by helicopter to aid dizging, During the
evening of 3 « 4 March threc ambush vatrols woere placed out, The evening
passed with no incidents or contact.

On 4 March one company was dispatched to the west to check out intelli-
gence information that there was a VC base camp located vie XT758460, The
company did find the base camp which was defended by about 10 VC4 A small
fire fight developed resulting in 1 friendly KIA and 2 WIA, Inside the base
cemp they found 4 or 5 small huts, warm rice and fish and several large
underground cooking stoves, The camp appeared to be a way statien along the
main supply route. Also, on 4 March, one company was sent about 3 kms to the
north to search and destroy, The company moved north and checked out the
plantation buildings (sketch)s They found nothing but on their return they
found a huge trench (Trench ;1 on &ketch) that ran for about 2 kms from BAU
BANG towards the west, The trench was about 9 feet deep and had holes dug
into the sides for protection and for cooking food, The trench obviously
had held a large force and was oocupied as recently as two days earlier,

This find disturbed the battalion CO very much, The battalion CO went to
the Brigade headquarters and ocoordinated with the Air Force LNO and ‘rty LNO
to insure that they knew of this trench and knew exactly where the 2/28 Inf
perimeter was, The battelion CO then returned to the batialion perimeter and
insured that all positions were deep and well constructed,

The 2/28 Inf made preyarationsg to move the battalion to the west at 050900
hours March 1966, The CO, 2/28 Infantry, did not want to move too early in
the moming a8 this is & very vulnerable time, The deocision to move at 0900
hours would give the battalion ample time to complete resupply and sufficient
daylight to prevent a VC surprise attack,

Daring the evening of 4 « 5 March three patrols were deployed after
dark (see sketch), The battalion CO specified that eech patrol would cone
sist of at least 15 men and a radio, A four man LP was also dispatched to
the edge of the jungle to the west,

At 050030 March 1966 the battalion CO received a radio cell frum the
Brigade S2 sergeant notifying him that & report had just been received from
the BEN CAT District Advisor tlat a VC regiment was locatud to the northeast
of BAU BANG, This report disturbed the battalion CO very much, for if 4t
wee. true it placed the VU regiment about 4 kms from the 2/28 Infaatry perie
meter, Having knowledge of the recently occupied trensh to the northeast the
battalion CO believed the report and personnaly alerted all the company come
manders, At 050530 March the 2/28 Infantry oconducted stand to,
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2. The Battle, At about 050545 March Patrol B (sketch) with Lt Hibbs as
patrol leader, heard noises to the east and notified the tattalion,

At 0615 hours Lt Hibbs®' patrol saw a group of civilians (mostly women

and children) coming down Route RED (sketch) from the east, They were mov-
ing slowly., Some of the women were carrying weapons and almost all of the
children were cerrying ammmition., Yhen they got to within 100 meters of

the patrol they halted. Then from the north along Route BLUE (sketch) Lt Hib’
saw an estimated VC company double timing toward his position, (Notes It was
still dark at this time but Lt Hibbs had a Starlight Scope on his napon.)
When the VC got to within 50 meters of the patrol they halted, The VC obwvious.
1y had been running for a long time &3 they began to cough and spit when they
halted, From behind this group of VW a baldheaded man in a white robe came
forward with 2 or 3 other men, and they walked down Route BLUE and turned
east on Route RED to join the civilians who were waiting. The bald man be-
can to talk to the civilians, He seemed to be telling the civilians to fol-
low him but they were & bit reluctant, The talking became quite loude Mean-
while, Lt Hibbs had repositioned his 2 Claymore mines so as to fire down the
road where the VC company was halted, He had also gone to each man in the
patrol and given them instructions on what to do, Each man had carried about
8 hend grenades, Finally, the man in the white robe left the civilians and
rejoined the VC company. He began leading them down Route RED toward the
2/28 perimeter, Then the VC company was in the killing zone Lt Hibbs fired
the two Claymores, killing numerous VC, The patrol then jumped up and startec
throwing hand grenades, Lt Hibbs jumped into the road and tried to kill the
man in the white robe but he apparently missed hime By this time, the VW to
the rear, who had not been hit by the Claymores, began to fire, Lt Hibbs
instructed the patrol to return to the 2/28 perimeter and he covered them by
throwing more grenades and firing his !f16, Lt Hibbs then rejoined the patrol.
The patrol members remember seeing numerous VC dead along the road and cseing
a small boy running csround in circles who had obviously been hit by the
laymore, Apparently, the head of the colum of civilians had progressed
down Route RED to the intersection with Route BLUE and several civilians had
been ceaught in the Claymore firing area, (NOTE:s On 7 March two badly
wounded children got on a bus at B U BANG and were picked up by the }P's at
the south check point, They had been hit by shrapnel and were probably in
this group of civilians that Lt Hibbs had scen,)

In the 2/28 Infantry perireic: this action was heard and the bettalion
was complectely alert.

Meanwhile, Lt Bibbs' patrol moved south along Route BLUE to rejoin the
battalion, Vhen they reached Position X (sketch) they ran into a VC unit
(estimated at least 1 company) deploying to attack the 2/28 Infantry peri=
meter, They ran into the rear of the VC and caused some confusion, Then,

a few of the VC fired on Lt Hibbs' patrol. The patrol, thinking they had
run into 3 Company's lines, began yelling "Bravo, bravo, bravo,! All around
them they heard men with obvious Vietnamese accents saying ‘'Bravo," But,
they heard one voice in excellent /mericen English s y '"Bravo over here,"

Lt Hibbs said "Like hell, those are VC" and the patrol fired on the VC with
M16's and threw more hand grenades. The patrol fought through the VC and
reached the 2/28 perimeter at about 0635 hours. '/hen the patrol had just
about closcd, it was discovered that one man had been wounded in the elbow
and was a bit dazed. A sergeant and Lt Hibbs went back to get the man., By
this time, Lt Hibbs had been wounded in the leg, Also, the VC to the north-
west had begun to place heavy fire on the 2/28 perimeter and had et least
two 30 cal machineguns set up along Route BLUE, The sergeant picied up and
brought back the wounded man but Lt Hibbs continued on to try and destroy
the two machineguns., Lt Hibbs wasn't seen alive again. Lt Iibbs! patrol
had accomplished many things and was the key to the complete success that
followed. His actions:

(e) Alerted the 2d Battalion 28 Infantry

(b) Destroyed the better part of one company of VC
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(¢) Disrupted an attacking unit and caused them to attack
prematurely,

While this aotion was going on, st about 0615 hours, Patrol A spotted
many VC moving from the e<st to the west. Before they knew it there wcrz T
all around them, Since it was still dark, the patrol mingled with the VC wnd
headed towards the 2/28 Infantry perimeter. ‘then they got through most of
the VC they fired on the VC around them and headed for the 2/28 Infantry
perimeter, At about this time, the VC began firing 81mm mortars from vic of
the plantation buildings. The mortar rounds missed the 2/28 Infantry and
went about 300 meters to the south and landed in among the VC who were moving
west, Patrol A reported they were certain that the VC mortars hit some of
their om men and the confusion caused by the mortars aided the patrol in
getting back safely., Patrol C had come back in at 0630 hours with no
contact, The four man LP withdrew when they had heard VC movement to the
west,

The firast VC attack ccme at approximately 0635 hours from the northwec -
(sketch Arrow 1), This attack was triggered prematurely by Lt HibLs' pasrol.
This attack was haltad by the intense small arms fire from the 2/28 T.fentiy
perimeter, At 0645 hours the VC attacked from the northeast (Arrow ,'2). A%
0655 hours an attack came from the east, Brigade headquarters was notified
at approximc.tely 0640 hours and a FAC and helicopter fire team were requested
The FAC was airborne within minutes and a flight of fighters arrived and
dumped their bombs on an attack from the west (Arrow :4) at 0715 hours, Con
sidering the gun-target line and to insure that all support could be used the
decision had been made to fire artillery to the south and west end uve air to
the north and east of the 2/28 Infantry perimeter, Airstrilies were conducted
throughout the morning and these striles in conjunction with the an»tillery
support and stiff infant.y doefeus: pounded the enemy aid broke eve i aitack,
The attack from the northwest shifted more to the north (Arrow .'5) «s the VC
attempted to find cover in Trench 2.

At 0800 hours the firing died down, Therefore, an attempt was made to
get a resupply of ammunition. The helicopter was told to make one high pass
and see if it would drew any fire and, if not, to come in, Suddenly, a UH1D
came over the tree tops and into the 2/28 Infentry perimeter Ifrom the ecast,
The VC opened up on it with everything they had. The UH1D landed in the north
west corner of the 2/28 Infantry perimeter and the load of ammmnition was
kiocked off, The helicopter was receiving unusually heavy fire from small arm:.
and machine guns including at least one 50 cal machinegun. The helicopter
took off and headed toward LAI KHE. The battalion commander felt it woulda't
make it and notified Brigade headquarters to be on the lookout for a crippled
helicopters The helicopter did orash just short of L:I KHZ., The attacks
from every direction but from the northeast faltered and halteds The attack
from the northeast continued throughout the morning but when the 1/15 Inf
landed behind the VC at approximately 0930 hours, the VC were routed,

At approximately 1200 hours the firing died down and A Company 2/28 Inf
sent a patrol to this south. This patrol ran into an estimated VC company
digging in and facing south at Trench *3 (sketch). It appoared as though
this force was attempting to ambush a relief force if one hed heen sent from
LAI KHE on the ground, The patrol fired on the VC but received a heavy volum.
of return fire and s> withdrew, The artillery fired on this VO ccmpany using
VT fugzes, At 1230 hours the attack ag~inst the 2/28 Infantry perimeter ceasec
The closest the VC ever got to the perimeter of the 2/28 Infentry wag about
40 meters, The 1/16 Infantry linked up with the 2/28 Infantxy -t 1430 hours,
and the battle was over,

3. After the Battle., During the afternoon of 5 March the 2/28 Infentry and
the 1/16 Infantry continued to search the area around the battlefield.
Numerous bodies and & quantity of weapons and equipment were collected includ-
ing four 5C cal machineguns, On 6 March the 2/28 Infantry continued to sweep
the area and to search the Village of BAU B/NG, The 2/2 Infantry was com-
nitted in the morning and the 2/28 lifantxy returned to LAI KHE on the after-
noon of 6 March 1966,
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. Factors Contributing to tie Vietorr o Y3 from the Viewnoiat o e
4. Pactors Contributing to the Vietory of IO i £ he Viewnoint of the

2d Dattalion 20th Infantry.

a, The battalion traveled light and had no vehicles, This left the W
very few tarsets as everyone was in & hole, It was evident that the VU ex-
pected the vattalion to have vehicles by the large number of anti-~-tank weapons
that he carried but never used,

b, The commander picked e position that had good fields of fire,

oe It is imperetive to dig in and dig in deeply, Every man must have a
good fighting position,

d, Patrols must be placed on roeads and intersections as the VC use roads
and trails for movement at night and avoid the jungle,

e, Artillery and the air LNO's must know the exmct location of the bet-
talion positions and coordinate strike areas so that air and artillery can
ocontinuously operate without anyone!s having to "atand down,"

s, Intelligence data must be disseminated in a timely manner to achieve
full benefit therefrom,
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