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AVBN-PC 

SUBJECP: 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
30?TH OOMBAT AVIATION (PHANTOM) BATTALION 

APO San rranciaco 96296 

i;    rS&nittiy     I TOO 

Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 January 
1968, (RC3 C3F0R -65) 

SECTION I 
Significant Organization or Unit Activities 

A. Organization; During the reporting period, the 307th Combat 
Aviation Battalion included: 

1(U). Headquarters and Headquarters Company 307th Combat Avia- 
tion Battalion. 

2(U). The 199th Reconnaissance Airplane Company (0-1). 

3(ü). The 221st Reconnaissance Airplane Company with the 
325th Signal Detachment (RL) attached. 

4(U). The 235th Armed Helicopter Company vdth the 60Bth 
Transportation Detachment (KD) and the 190th Signal Detachment (RL) 
attached. 

5(U). The 244th Surveillance Airplane Company with the 
502nd Transportation Detachment CKD) and the 537th Signal Detachment 
(RL & RX) attached. 
(See Organization & Stationing Chart) 

B. Sif'nificant Activities and Events : 

1(U).  On 21 December 1967 command of the Phantom Combat 
Aviation Battalion (Provisional) passed from Ltc Killiam H. Harpor 
to Ltc Charles F, Hutchins. The ceremony took place at 3oc Trang 
Army  Airfield, RVN and was attended by M.G. Robert R. Williams, CO, 
1st Aviation Brigade and Col Robert L. McDaniel, Cormanding Officer, 
164th Cbt .\-m Gp. 

2(U). Headquarters and Headquai'ters Company of the 307th 
Combat Aviation Battalion Weis activated 20 December 1967 by GO 311 
KQ U3ARPAC and assigned to the 164th Cbt Avn Cp. The cruder was 
implemented by a formal activation ceremony conducted at See Trang, 
RVN on 19 January 1963, The source of personnel and equipment was 
the Phantom Cbt Avn Bn (Provisional) which was deactivated at the 
same time.  The Phantom Cbt Avn Bn had been organized 25 August 1967 
from TO&E resources of the 13th CAB to relieve the span of control 
problems caused by the influx of new aviation units in the IV CTZ in 
first quarter 68. 
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3(U).    The 235th Armed "HelAcepfc^r Company cloaed at Can 
Tho on  1 November 1967.     In-processing and orientation was rompleted 
5 November   1967.     This unit became fully operational 2U December  1967, 
Initial emplryment  has been in support  of airmobile operations, 
immediate reaction missions and night  firefly missions  in support of 
IV Corps.     Utilising an infusion program,  CONUS replacements and the 
in country AH-1G KiJTT team, the unit had a fUll compliment of AH-1G, 
Cobra qualified aviators prior to the arrival of the first  AH-IG's. 
The unit originally equipped with 2U UH-1C helicopters,   had a full 
Cobra  (AH-10)  capability at tho end of this reporting period and is 
in process  of turning in their remaining  lli-IC's. 

C.    Operational and Administrative Aviation Support: 

1(U).    During this period the 0-1  units rendered visual 
reconnaissance and surveillance support to the 7th , 9th and 21st 
Infantry Divisions  (AR'/N)., iha V+th Special Zone,   IV Corps and 
separate direct  support to each of the sixteen  (16) provinces  in 
the IV Corps area.    The 0-1 assets ar3 placed under operational 
control of each province and ARVN Division senior advisor.    This 
measure gives each of the supported units a responsive capability 
to check enemy movements and targets of a fleeting nature which is 
characteristic of the insurgency in the IV C^rps area, 

2(U).    The 2A4th Surveillance Airplane Company continues 
to operate under the operational control of the G-2 Air,  IV Corps 
for mission assignment and for reporting channels.    The unit,  in 
addition to its primary function of reporting information to the 
Corps G-2 Air,  has been able to make inflight reports of significant 
sightings to all provinces as it passes over them nightly.    This has 
allowed provinces to rapidly evaluate their targets with either visual 
reconnaissance from 0-1?s or ground patrols and engage with artillery, 
gunships or Navy PBR's. 

3(ü),    The Christmas and New Year's truce periods generated 
an additional requirement for increased visual and electronic sur- 
veillance in the IV Corps area.    The effactiveness of the intelligence 
gained can only be evaluated at higher echelons of command; however, 
the increase in enemy troop movements and significant sightings was 
evident when compared to the normal daily activity. 

4(U). The battalion with its assigned and attached units 
provided tactical combat support and direct combat support to the IV 
ARVN Corps, the IV Corps MACV Advisory Group and U.S. Special Forces, 
This support included coraaand liaison, radio relay, visual and elec- 
tronic surveillance, armed aerial escort, aerial direct fire support 
and reconnaissance and security eperations. Statistics generated In 
support of these nd^sions are listed below: 
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ROV IBC JAH 'l'Ol'AL 
llow'8 P'lMfft 6230 7081 &826 20~ 137 
Tetal Sorti .. 7014 7617 87~5 23,336 
VR Sert.ies 41,8 33~3 3751 11,252 
Helicopter CBT Sertiea 1039 1784 2,823 
F/W Sorties 7014 6264 6847 20~125 
Fire Fly l-llssions 24 47 :38 129 
VC KBA 87 163 354 604 
VC Sampans Dest 146 150 287 583 
VC St~u~tures Dest 12'7 195 190 442 

SECTI~Jl PART I 

A. CJBS:rR7ATION ( Les!l!ons Lea:rr·ed) 

1(U) ITEM: Addit1.om.l B~mb Rack on 0-1 Aircraft 

a. DISCUSS!CJii: The 0-1 •s have the llission to fly security 
ever the three major ai:-fi,lds in the Delta during the hout"s of 
darkness. In the event of an atteek on the airfield by ciirect ~r 
indirect fire weaJ")ns, the 0-1 proceeds to the source of the fire, 
illuminates the area and directs gunsh:i ps or artillery to neutralize 
tho seuree. The p!'esence of the aircraft has the psychclogical effect 
of a dctc!'ren~t. The pref'!ent ~1 is eqt~.pped with four (4) b"mb 
shackles and is limited to carrying f~m~ (4) MK-24 flares or 12 
minutes ef lll·.rninativn. The addit.it:ln of tw-:> (2) more bnmb shackles 
at available h'3.r d p-:i.nts in~reas~s the illumination time t o 18 min­
utes. The weit?;llt. cf each ~{--2~ flare :?.s 2!., p~unds and therefc:re the 
extra wei.ght dCies net. exee~d tne static wing load dn t heJJ-1 of 250 
pQunds per wing. 

b. OBSERrA.TION ~ There is a need for a lengcr J)f}riod ef 
illumination and the 0-1 is capabl~ ef pcrf~rming this mi~sion with 
minor modifi~ation. Provid!ng extra bomb Ri:lacklcs end racks arc 
aadc available, this is a rca:iily availnhln measure 'Hhich can be 
employed to increase i.l.1um.in~.tion stat io:1 time. 

2(U) ITEM: Use of D,7nalens Medel 5-0~J Gyrostabilized 
Binocular System on VR !'".J.ssion.s 

a. DISCUSS!~: 

( 1) Tbis unit h~~ been teeting the above ll78tem to 
determine app~tcations for tactical reconnaissance uee and techniques 
ot employment. The binoculars system consist of three components: 
pow_,~ source {battery belt>~ power control box, and binocu.l.ars with 
at.tached gyroscope u:echa~slll. A cable connects the binoculars to 
the power control box and another cable runs from the power control 
box to the yYJ·.,..~ sot,_,.~. The binoculars have a power zoom control 
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ldd.eb cu 1ncnue -.nification ot a tarpt trea 2p to 12x. 1'be 
speed ot the 80011 can be varied 'b7 the operat.or. The powr soom 
eont:-ol:ot !unetion independently ot the gyrcseope. The binoculars 
ean be ut:J.l.!.~d as o:'dinai7 Mnoculars by sfr;:ply detacbir.g the 
gyros~ope ~ech~~t~ 

{2) The binoculars we~ utilized to contirm and fur­
ther identil)' t.arge-r.a i:r.1!:~iaJ~ picked up by the naked qe, and also 
to Lrl.tial.q loce.te t.arg:rt.s a..lcmg canal~, bar.'m .• a!ld tree lines. 
\oJhen !~ing over wooded areas, movement e.hoiitii;.d be detected with the 
naked eye, and then the binocula:~s at 2!;-c powcx- to f.ix the target in 
t.he field or vision. The obser"'!'er cou_td then zoom in on the ttU"get 
with the po-.rer zoom control Nld A~.J :1rge it ~ 2.y_. 

(3) f.beu tl.T.r&& parallel +,o canals or tree linea, the 
binocular& are used to pt.ck up t~get" without t:!.l"S~ havl..l"..g to locate 
them w.l.th the r~ed f11e. With the 2~x l'~tt .i.ng, a ~·!lrset ~-8 pieked up 
and the.n the zoom controls used to e;,lc-.rgs ~-t tor po~:it:lve ,_dent:U'ication. 

(4) The binoeul.ars were U88cl in three separate air­
craft: The 01-1 Jl:)ha.wk, UH-1 D, and t .he o-1 B:L"'<i Dog. The best 
altitude found tor the Dytk"\ler.s 5-02) was from 1QOO• - 2(.100' absolute. 
These al.tUudes perm.itt:.ed good vi•.L'll time o! targets before they 
passed behind the aireran, and enabled positive identification to be 
made or targets as persor.nel or maall boJr.es c,~ bales. 

(5) The binoculars ttt.U.OMd 111)8t etfectbe:q 1n the 
helicopter and ~.n the Bird Dog. Vibraticn. and speed or the Jl:)h&wk 
were gre:\ter than in the other two aircra...f't, and viewing aut or the 
ri3ht side or the cockpit was di:'ticult a.s the harness reta:-ds much 
la~eral movement or the torf!o a:1d ehel!lders. 

b. OBSIR'fA.TIOO: The Dynal.Em.s Uodel s-e23 GyroetabiUzed 
binoculars system provides nn excellent tr.ea.ns of c~servo.t:5.cn whlle 
employed in a helicopter or Bird Dog. It is effecti\'.s. to .:1 Les-ser 
degree in the 0'1-1. The system ls utiBZP.d tor lMat.ion and pc9i-
ti ve identifieat.ion or perscnnel. ThP. binoculars will el.:H·:.n.:lt.e 80 -
90% ot imge movam~nt when used in the helicopter ~"':.d EZ rd Dog 8J').d 
elimi.'late 50 - 6<.;;{ 'r imegc JOvement 'k'hen "G.:":Icd in the OV-1. '£he 
b~:.nocul.:1rs e.re (}.';.c,;:aller.t for detect.'i.!lg p;;rs~n:.'lel, camorla.god ob.jccts 
ll...'ld c.:1rgo in Sru!Ip:l.'ls.. Thcee b1ngcu..la.n enha.n·~e the rcst:lts of V.ll 
missions as r.umermls targe.ts e;l.!'l be dc.te~tcd a.'ld i1ent.ifi'1d t~:1":. 
o!'-ii.:.vltily wou:L! esc5fe ~i>tedion by t.he r.aket! eye. 

3(U) rl'Uf: OV-t Y.ohawkiA~i-tG r.obra Night Se1J.t"Ch ond Dcl'!tro:y 
Cperation.a ~ 3!"!. 'l.k~ Ht:.r~t) ' 

a. !liSCUSSJ'f"N ~ An :i.nt~d hunter/ldller team, ecmsi!ti.ng 
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of a Huey Cobra light fire tmam and two Mohawk» hare been auceoo- 
fnUy employed within the IV Corps area in attempts to restrict 
VC movement during the hours of darkness,    An Infared equipped 
Mohawk searching «rLthin a specified strike xone is closely followed 
by a tmeoad Mohawk, carrying twelve M-24 ajrcraft- flares,  and an AH-tC 
Cobra Hi^hi fixe team*    Vhen the Infaxed Mohank spots a target either 
trlsecally or dcctronlcslly, a flare drop in—iiml is güren to the 
flare equipped Ifcliawk,    The target ta described to the light fxre 
«Mm ^ho then engages the target as eontltmous niiwrinstloa la pro- 
vided fey thft Flare uuusek>    The Infared Mohawk moves to a prede- 
■tgpMfd check podEnt while the target Is being engaged then returns 
to the target area to take post strike photos at the conclusion of 
the strike v    AIL eleaents of the banter/killer tessi regroap at a 
rendesvous point» and then proceed to the next search area»    The 
ÜBhanks fly at 150 knows IAS to allow mors tins for ths sensor opem- 
tor to search for targets,  and to be more compatible with tb« Cobra's 
cruise airspeed» 

ho    CBSEPrATI'e>N:    The Hohawk/Cobrs lean can work success» 
fully to aeaarch a wide area*    However, under current fagnlatlcns, tins 
conauning prior permission must be received to fire on targets. 
Detailed prefllght planning and precise Inflight coordination Is 
essential and should include the following: 

(1) Intelligence briefing to cover the area of 

(2) Designated check points withjjn the search area. 

(3) Plann for take off, reddeavoue^ routes, target 
engagement and reco-vöry of downed crews * 

4(TJ)    ITEM:    Survival Vest 

a. riSCUSSICW: CV-1 Survival Vest, FSN A22(V-300-006, 
was uncomfortable to the rearer and itonis for Immediate use were 
not available»    These it^ms inciedtid; 

(1) Compass 

(2) Marker Beacon 

(3) Flashlight 

(4) Survival h'.dio 

(5) Anraunltlon 

b. CBSEHVATIJNi This unit modified the vest by: 
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( 1 ) Reinforcin& the shoulder straps with a he&'VY 
eotton webbing which provides even distribution of the weight. 

(2) Adding a light u~k0r beacon secured to the right 
shoulder strap which gives the s urv"ivo:C' im.>nediate a~cess to the 
e)gna}jng davice. 

(3) nernovjng the compass from the s~~val pocket 
and placing it jn the wea?on pouch on the Iig::s i:..'::l::lt s i de of t he 
vest. 

(4) Removing the am!IDl!rltiOn bandoleer from the sur­
vivor kit pocket and affixing it to t.hc vest on sn<~.ps already provided 
f or that purpose. 

5 ( U) ITEM: S·.L--...ri 7al K5.t 

a. DJ.SCUSSION: The OV-1 Pa..,arcJ.ft. Kit, FSN ~465-J01-07.4.2., 
was not properly :r·lgged when asE:embled as o·..1.tlined :L""l TM 55-·81:.65--206-
13. Ii' the securing l:u:yard i.s left inside the ld.t, it is l!l!I'.ost 
impossible for a man to ramove it while floati~~ on the water9 If 
the la."lyard is not attached to the jndividu.a.l prior to ejection, he 
ffi~Y forget to attach it prior to the release of the seat pan. 

b o f;BSERVATION: Rig the lanya.:rd to the raft so that 
the attaching hock a!'.d 12 in~!les of the la."'lyard are e;..-posed. The 
lanyard ca."l ther: be a+:.t.a.ched directly to t~e seat occupant prior 
to tal-~e off., el.i:.:L:.r.at.::.r.g t.he confusion of +.he ejectee hooking it t o 
himself ri~:L"lg or after ejection.. 

6(U) ITEM: Nickle Cac:iralum &tteries for the OV-1 Aircraft 

a. DISCUSSION: The nlckle cadrn.ium b'lt.ter5.es were over­
heatirg and exploding. The reason was f oQ"'ld t o be the clogging of 
t!le battery vent. lines, FSN 6140 .. ·522 .. J 56Jh 

b. CBSERVATif'.N: 'J.'he linas lll!.l~t. be b1own cleal" using 
air prP..ssure to e.ll.I;llnate t .:h_i.s ~roblem. !:.1 ad~Ut:.i.c•n, care •t be 
t:lken t.o insure t~.at. the vent l:L"'les do not twist wten the battery is 
removed or replaced, The vent lines, whon t wisted, wiJ~ restrict 
the passage of air and take ~ .permaner.t oet. 

7(U) ITEM: Use c4 Imagery Interpreters in SLAR Data Term:inal. 
Stations 

a, DISCUSSim: This unit coll8olidated, withi.'1 the opera­
tion restricted area at. can Tho., its authorized data terminal station 
(DTS). This consolidation enebles efficie t use of personnel, and, 
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due te the non-cxist~ce of rep~r p~rts fer th~ datn t erminal stations, t he 
rnost efficient use of o~r<rt.ion:tl DTS equipment compnncnts. In ~rcter t(l ·..:x­
petite the in~erpretation ()f the SIJJ1 fi..l.m p:ro~e~sed by the S!.1R pr,.,ces~ "r 
RC'.-166, an enlist cd Imagery Interpret C'i"""0"9.~ ;la":~d jl'l one eof the SLA.H gY ·•md 
stations,. together with the opel'ator.. The two were able to quickly and aocu·­
ra.tely interpret the in88ery in an &14·-conditioned motionless atmosphere . 
The resu.lts were called to the interested Sec to:- or Division TOC, or the Dl 
~rpa TQC. The distant operation centers received timely reaulte by radio 

relaJ rra. the IJ.TS through the airborne SliAR aircraft r s sensor operator. 

b., OESI!RVA'l'ION: Use of the iaagery interpreter in the ground data 
tendu.l station is an em:ellent and efficient means to expedi.te SUR film 

mtel'frd'.t.C:$.Q1!1l &'ftcl to relay the results to :interested tactir.al operations ~en­
ters. n. u ~ted that imagery interpreters will also expedite :fi.bt 

interpretation from airb()me infored transmitter• when IR rapid oda'b$ proces­
•ort b .com. ~v~ilablo. 

·-· DISC";SS!ON: On several occasions, had Arr1Jy 0-1, Command & C'Jn­
trol a~~aft or armr gunships been permitted to adjust an Air Foree atrike 
~ targets of a n.eetin& nature, the action cou1d have been more decldvo. 
the rapid applicatioa of fire power at a precise point i s paramcunt in ec~e 
&peratt.cas to prft'ellt .all airmobUe forc81t from becoml.nj b0111d down i.l'l .:~. 
heavy a.ct.iou and sl..oving the pade of the battle. Many airmobU. t)porationa 
are eon.ducted without ari:.U.lery support and the .tir Force tactictil air ia the 
M&viest fire support. avail.a.ble. The army air in support of the operation i1 
on station for a l()ngar period of time aml has n. bette:.- <l.w::l.!'enes s ('.f t he t ac­
tical aituation and troop disposition. When an Air Force FAC arrives~ he 
must be directed in and on the target and fully briefed as to the sit.unicn 
prior to empl oying the tactical air. This p!'QCed?.re is time c :·m~uwJng a::1d 
sl·.::>Ws t.hc ' l u;:-at i':n t0 a st.:md still while puttL"lg in the tn.ct i -: al E t ~:j_ke. 

1J , ~BSIF.'.VATION: There are C'lcc.as:tons when the ~carcity cf Air 
F('!rce FA~: s up-porr, ::.ircrart hn.ve dcJ.ayed 0r f(.I :T:" ~erl cancellD.tion c f a tn.ctical 
s~r:tke, The .Held e)(fediPnt hns been tc:. n'l!c~ a·~oa.Uable r..."l Arrrry 0-1 aircraft 
either fltM'l by th'9 Air Force FAC c :r A..'l'"fliY pib~ w:i.:.. .u the FAC a:s an c:bseM"er 
~3 direct the strike. I! A:r!fw pilots l-rere e;iven trl' . .:ining in farwnrd n1r con­
trol.ling, the procec!urca t •'l b ,-, followed and th~ perm1.~si<'n to c~ntrel Air 
F~:-ce tactienl air , th·~ tel'!pe -:f er.gn~ements t} 0Ul:.! be mni11tained and cnncal.­
l.:lti~n of valuable f1.re Sitpport wou.ld not b<?. necesenr:r. 

9(U) !'I'm: Spcci.:U l-bnng~ment Jtems 

n. DISCUSSION: The system presently used ;,y aviati t'ln s upply for 
Special Manngemont I t ems (SliT) has a definite purpose but t ends to crippl e 
t he nviation unit . In crder fer n unit to receive .:m ~ such as an engine 
c:- propeller, an Equ:tpxr.ent Deadllncd for Part (EDP) requisti~n DIU.St be :mb­
mittad. 'Ibis cr i ticalJ y redu~es the aircraft; avllilabillty. The SMI system. 
c.:m still operate if the unit is al.l.eowed to have en hand one Ol" more Spe-
ial Management Items and st:!.ll be able tn EDP for an o.ddition&l. engine. 
·'!'his embles the using unit to have a quick change e.esembly (QCA) !or 
inst~llation. Utilizing this methc:i, an engine, f~r instance, can be replaced in 
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«pprojdiBaWly four (4) hours. 

b.    OBSERVATION:    If the aviation unit was allowed to use 
the above mentioned method it would benefit both the maintenance and 
supply systems.    Maintenar^ö personnel would be able to get the job 
done in a timely manner and the supply system would still be able 
to record a demand.    Equipment not operationally ready due to supply 
(NORS) is also reduced becaused tue time required for delivery is no 
longer a critical area. 

10(U)    ITU!:    0-1  Tailwheels 

a, DISCUSSION:     It has been noted many of the 0-1'a in 
Viet Nam are hard to steer, with the rudders,  during taxi operations. 
This problem is a result of the extremely dusty or muddy ground areas 
in which the aircraft are operated. 

b, OBSERVATION^    By merely washing down the tailvrtieil daily 
with fresh clean water this problem of hard steering can be eliminated. 
A small hand fire extinguisher is very useful in this type of work. 
Proper lubrication of the tailwheel should follow the wash down, 

11(U)    ITEM:    Audio Bullet Detection For The AH-IG (Cobra)       S 
s 

a. DISCUSSION:    The AH-1G has a very low noise level in 
the cockpit which is achieved by sound proofing and it is almost 
impossible for the crew to detect hostile fire by sound.     In previous 
versions of armed helicopters the doors were open and the crew 
consisted of four members watching and listening to establish 
target detection.    The loud audible crack of a bullet could be the 
first indication of an aircraft receiving fire.    Though hearing a 
round fired is not positive for target identification,  reconnaissance 
by fire over the area can be established.     Limited experience gained 
has shown that numerous hits and firing received by tho AH-1G have 
gone undetected by the crew. 

b. OBSERVATION:    Audio target detaeiion is alaost 
nonexistent for the    AH-IG.    There are only two people observing 
from this aircraft reducing the visual observation by one-half 
in comparision to previous armed helicopters.    The value of 
utilizing the AH-IG as a reconnaissance by fire vehicle has yet to 
be established. 

12(ü)    ITEM:     Armed Helicopter TO&E 

a.    DISCUSSION:    The present armed helicopter companies 
utilize variations of the standard airmobile TO&E series  1-77. 
This  TO&E with MTOE does not provide for the personhol or equipment 

r    , 
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necessary %o nanage and maintain the number of irmament systems and 
the volume of anammition utilized with armed helicopters. The use of 
gunners from the present TCXVi, as ammunition handlers has alleviated 
the problem to some extent howeier this is a misuse of trained 
individuals. Orgf.nizational armament technicians are required in 
greater numbers primarily because of an increase in the number and 
complexity of the subsystems. Vehicles necessary to move class V 
to the aircraft are non-existent and the vehicles available on the 
TO&E utilized at präsent are of insufficient capacity for protracted 
use, unployment of aircraft is limited to staging areas where ground 
support personnel are available to refuel and aid the cr'?w in rearming» 
At present there is only one UH-IH for moving ground support personnel 
troops to staging areas within the unit. 

b. OBSEitW.TIOM: ^e tjresent TOtS/lfTOZ is not oriented 
toward an": armed helicopter company end appears to bo temporary in 
nature. 

t3(l0 ITEM: AH-IG Attitude Indicatior 

a. DISCUSSION: The reliability of the attitude indicator 
is unacceptable. The  aircraft is presently restricted from instrument 
flight and night missions without a visible horizon. Night missions 
with a horizon or cöi^at essential operations under hours of darkness 
with out a visible horizon are performed. Night interdiction and 
firefly missions are presently being flown with excellent results 
however the onset of the southwest monsoon season in the IV CTZ will 
handicap the aircraft in its performance of night and even some day 
missions. 

b, OBS'ih.VATION: At the present time the attacking helicopters 
must maintain a safe cperational altitude at night to afford reaction 
time from any disorientation caused by weapon muzzla flashback. 
The momsoon season with its lowering of ceilings and a reduction in 
nights with a visible horizon will restrict mission accomplishjuent, 
It is imperative that a reliable attitude indicator be provided for 
the AH-TG 

tACU) TTSH 7.62MM Annmnitisn, Type A-165 

a. DISCUSSION: The number ofstapp^eta in the TAT-102 
is dependent upon the quality of ammunition utilized provided sote 
care is given to loading and handling. The boxes of 7.62 ammunition 
of short length (200'mds) cause an unacceptable delay in reloading 
the TAT-102 and have led to stoppages due to short or long rounds 
existing where the belts were spliced together. 

b. 03S.. tVATION: The most reliable ammunition which 
gives the lowest number of stoppages is Type  A-165, 7.62 anrounition. 



15 ( !J) IT~: XM-18 Armament Subsystem 

a. OBC!JSSION: The number of XM- iS a~nt subsystem.~ 
issued with ~nch ,\H-1G is in<~cc:c:u.:a.:O.? +,o give th--: flexibility desired 
with t~<.J nircr.:1ft,. The most comr:ton ccr.fig:.1r'1tions arc: 

(1) tight Scout-(2~ .XH-157 or (2) XH-1~; (t) T,~T-102 
{2) .:;~out-(2) Xl'f-!)?; (.-:!) XH-16; (1) 'f,i.T-102 
(3) H .. ~O.'.J S,'out-(2) X!f-15'1; (~) T. :~-·102; (1.) D1-18 
(~) HOG--(!..) /:?·I-15~J; ( 1) 'LT-1 J?. 

Thu basis of issu:~ for t:a ch ;.~ ... tr is one X.H-18, two XM-157 and 
two XH-159. 

'b. OBS1:.I.V T!o::1 : ~Jri.nr. tho.:: short p~rlod the rJ1-1G has 
betn ~::rn~loy'Jd by this b.!":.t.~li .. :-1, the Hea··.ry Scct.!t conf::.guration 
co::sist. c'!"~.ly i!·~~ts th~ :r ~T.rir-:·:r.-;;r.ts of al.l m.i,,~1cns, T~i ::: pilots 
ar u unanj;nou<J in thuir d~sirt fer thi~ all pnrpn~.a cor..f~.guration. 

SZCTION II r:. tT II 

1 ( U) Recomrn-3nd that an arm~d helicopter company TO·?.:~. be 
cst.abl:i. ~:h.:! ct or an hTOE 01··77G be implement~d at the ~arliest practicable 
C3.t. c . 

l(U) Recornmt::nd tl1nt plli"OCU!"ement of '1'\ .... 16] . t~'PS aDIUunition be 
expedlted. 

3 ( U) Re~oJ'llrr.'md that two XM-18 t~.rrnament subsystems be procured 
and is~t:.erl for -::> .=~c ': )J!--1 Ci. 

h(U) R:l<:'O:rJ!'.Gr.<.l 7r.at a reli<lble. r.tean!'J of ground fire and hit 
detect :.c.r. be provided for the iili-1 G. 

~ ( U) Re~ommend that s pecial -:llCl.nagement items be delivered to 
user ter. ( 10) d:tys prior to anticipated EDP for build up of itt:.m. 

fkhl&; -(~-if~~ 
CHA.RL.~:> F. HtrrCiiiNS 
LTC, A ... -:1or 
COl,["WJDING 
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;~/ LA-C (10 ~:ar 6e) 1st Ind 
JLBJECT: Operational Report. - Lessons Learned for the Period Sndin€ 

31 January 1968 ( .1.:;3 G3F'ClR) 

HEADC:.LA..1.TEkS, 1ST AVIATlCN xJ".:.:CE, AFC 963€4 

Tl-!Rl: Commanding General, U5 Amy Vietnam, A'M'N: AVOOC-DST, AFC 9C , 
Corr~nander in Chief, US Arnw Pacific, ATTN: GfOP-OT, APO ?655€ 

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, DA (AC~FCR DA~ ; 
washington, D.C. 20310 

1. This headquarters has reviewed subject report of the 3CY7th ~ombat 
Aviation Battalion, considers it to be adequate, and concurs with the con­
tents. 

2. The following additional co~nts are considered pertinent: 

a. Sec II, para 9, page 7: The high dollar cost of Specia.l }lana:;:e­
ment Items (SMI) precludes stocking these items at unit level. Units should 
be afforded the opportunity to obtain sYI items on an 02 priority request 
with a required delivery date (ROD). In actual practice, RDD requisitions 
are not filled until anrt EDP is subrritted, thus creating a delay as stated. 

b. See II, para 13, page 9: I.mproved and flight tested attitude 
indicators are presently being installed in all AH-lG aircraft operating 
in-country. Production line aircraft will be equipped with the new at ti­
tude indicator as sufficient quantities of the instrument becomes available. 

c. Sec II, para 14, page 9: Department of Defense .Am!Tlunition, code 
A-165 is the most desirable for use with the TAT-102. P.owever, type A-165 
is on an available supply rate &nd is allocated to the units. Undoubtedly, 
greater quantities of A-165 would reduce stoppages by reducing the need 
tor less desirable substitutes. 

d. Sec II, para 12, page 8: A proposed MTOE 1-lllT, reorganizing the 
Armed Helicopter Company has been subldtted to DA-.. for approval. This pro­
posed MTOE increases the personr el and equipment necessary to support the 
units mission. 

e. Sec II, para 11, page 8: The improved visibility provided for · 
the pilot and co-pilot/gunner in the AH-lG is far superior to the UH-lB/C. 
Therefore, a fifty percent crew reduction does not necessarily reduce vi­
sible obeervati~ns by one-half. A bullet detection device for the AH-lG 
would be of great assistance; however, it would not !lecessarily have to 
be of a t;Jpe capable of emitting an audio signal though this feature would 
be highl7 desirable. 

11 
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AVBA-C  (10 Mar 68)    1st Ind 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report - Lessons Learned for the Period Ending 

31 January 1968  (RGS CSFCR) HftR 2 -M968 

3.    Unit identification code  for tbe 307th Combat Aviation Battalion is 
VC30T0. 

FOR THE CCMMANDER: 

LEWIS T. TJRNER 
Capt, AGC 
As»istu.jt Ujütünl General 

12 
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AVHGC-DST  (10 Mar 68)    2d Ind CPT Amold/ms/LBN ^405 
SUBJECT:     Operational Report - Lessons Learned for the period ending 

31  January 1968    (RCS C5FOR-65) 

H^ADWUARTthS,  US ARMY VlLTNAh,   APü San Francisco 96375^      APR 1968 

TO:     Commander in Chief,  United States Amy,  Pacific,  ATTN:     GFOP-DT 
APO 96558 

1, This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned 
for the quarterly period ending 31  January 1968 from Headquarters, 
307th Combat Aviation Battalion as indorsed, 

2, Pertinent conments follow: 

a. Reference item concerning additional bomb rack for 0-1 aircraft, page 
3, paragraph Al.    Concur.    Reccranend that USAMC study this proposal and, if 
feasible, modification of the 0-1's  '.n RVN be accomplished, 

b. Reference item concerning OV-l Moha*k/AH-lG Cobra night search and 
destroy operations (snake hunt),  page 4,  paragraph A3*    The concept is sound 
and can be very profitable.    Problem of clearance to fire on targets is a 
local one and should be resolved at SA,  IV CTZ l-jvel, 

c. Reference item concerning audio bullet detection for the AH-1G Cobra, 
page 8,  paragraph 11;  and 1st Indorsement, paragraph 2e,    This problem is 
well documented by the Cobra NETT,    Both ACTIV and the Limited War Laboratory 
are engaged in developing a system of satisfactorily detecting the source of 
small arms fire. 

d. Reference item concerning XM-18 armament sub-system,  page 10, para- 
graph 15.    Action has been taken through Closed-Loop support to obtain all 
available XM-lS's from current procurement to incre*«e the DOI in RVN» 
Additional procurement of the XM-18 will be determined after a DA dedaion 
is reached on a 20mm system for the AH-1G. 

3,    A copy of this indorsement will be furnished to the reporting unit 
through channels« 

FOR THE  CCMMANDER 

CHAHLEJTA. BimD<y 
Major, AGC 
Asaistant Adjutant General 

Copies furnished: /^ 
HQ 307th Cbt Avn Bn ' 
HQ 1st Avn Bde 
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GPOP-DT  (12  Apr  68)     3d   Irvl 
SUBJECT:     Operational  Repott  of HQ,   307th  Cbt Avn Bn for  Period 

Ending  31  January   1968,   RCS  CSFOR-65   (Rl) 

HQ,  US Army,   Pacific,  APO San Francisco 96558        7 MAY 1968 

TO:     Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Washington,   D.   C.   20310 

1. This  headquarters  has  evaluated   subject  report  and  forwarding   indorse- 
ments and  concurs   in  the  report as   indorsed. 

2. Reference  Section  II,   Part   I,   Item A8,   page   7.     Provisions  for 
forward  air  controlling by Army  pilots  under  certain emergency condi- 
tions are  provided   for   in Directive  95-10,   Headquarters  USMACV.     In 
this directive  COMUSMACV requires  the   7th  USAF and  USARV to participate 
Jointly  in a  cross   training program for  forward  air controllers   (FAC'a) 
and Army  0-1  pilots.     The conditional  use  of Army  0-1 pilots  as FAC's 
appears  to be  based  primarily on a   lack  of  experience or  formal  train- 
ing of  these aviators.     The  in-country  training process described   in 
Directive  95-10 qualifies  the Army aviator   to  some degree;   however,   a 
similar program conducted  in COMUS could  probably qualify  the  Arm^ 
aviator  fully  as  a  FAC.     The  feasibility  of  such a  program should  be 
examined  by  USCONARC. 

FOR THE  COMMANDER  IN CHIEF: 

CL  5HORTT 
CPT, AGC 
Asst AG 
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