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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310

1M REPLY REFER TO

) AGAM-P (i) (7 Nov G6) FOR OT 9 November 1966

SUBJECT: ~ Operational Report - Lessons Learnea (U)

et 10: SEE DISTRIBUTION
R

l. Forwarded as inclosure is Operational Report - Lessons Learned
w from Headquarters, 6th Battalion, l4th Artillery for Quarterly Period
Ending 31 July 1966, dated 9 August 1966. Information contained in this
report should be reviewed and evaluated by CONARC in accordance with

paragraph 6c and d of AR 1-19. Evaluations and corrective actions should
S’fﬁbe reported to ACSFOR OT within 90 days of receipt of covering letter.

2. Information contained in this report is provided to the Commandants
of the Service Schools to insure appropriate benefits in the future from

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY:

il G Skl

lessons learned during current operations, and may be adapted for use in .
developing training material.
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MR .0
6I'H B4TT LION 14TYT 4RPILLERY
AY0 US Forces 96295

9 hugust 1966

SUBJECTs Operatiodal Report for Juarterly Feriod Tnding 31 July 1986
(RCS CSFOR-65) (U)

TOs Jee Distribution
Section 1, SIGIIFICLNT ONG.XIZAPIOWL OR UNIT ('IVITIEY,

1.(U). &t tho utars of o rinrtor the Dattalion was 6loadd in base:
camp wilth the following exceptiorns:

a. Btxy D, 8" How, S?, was in position nlong liigtway 19 oast of
Fielku providing artillery support for a road opening operation. The
battery departed bese camp on 25 April.

b. Threo (3) NCOs wero on TVY to Duo Co SF Camp to tuach artile
lery fire direotion procedures and canncneer!s duties to the CIVG per-
scrriels These NCOs deported 26 ..pril for a tontative TNY poriod of two
(2) vo thaeo (3) weeks 1nd returnod on 5 May. :

6. Ono (1) officor end throe (3) NMCOs who wero sont TDY to Dak
rek S Camp on 27 ipril for tho samc purpose ns 1b, above, roturned on
5 June.

2.(U) 3try D closad in baco chap on 5 May, During tho onoratioa, Btry
D fired 48 rounds in two (2) rogistrations and 16 W & I missions, Thero
was nogntivo cnomy contact during the period,

3.(C) Cn 9 May, Btry B (175mm Gun), Btry D (8" Mow), nnd Comm nd Ilo-
acnta from Hy Bliy moved $0 Tloi lio wi ©.aup to gorticipite in oporation
*DIUL RIVSW®,  On 17 My, Bhry B (enecunyg Wved to Due Co, Rff-otiva
19 My, Bn(=) was attnchud to 3rd 3do, 25th Div for the dAuviion of
operntion “P."'L Vu.Lv, .

4.(U) On 27 Iy, Btry B(-) fircd 54 rounds in tho vieinity of iloi
Djorong SF Camp to nssist in the dcfonso of thc oampe 4lthough no
casualtios woro assossod, no onony nctivity wos obsorved aftor tho firing

wos oonoludod,

5.(C) Btry ..(-) onlncod Biry B(-) ot Due Co on 28 Mry. Tho following
dny, tho romnindor of Btry & moved to I'lci le, aftor which two (2) how-
itzors from Btry D dupartod for Duc Co. Tho Bn llotro Scotion movod to
tho 3rd Bde, 25th biv ficl . OP, i:nd thc romaindor of 3try B closed at
hono station on 29 May., Tho Mutro scotion movod to o position six (6)
K north of ilei llo on 21 June with 3rd Bdc, 25th Div CP, and rejoined
. tho Oncrations Ilntoor at Yici o on 45 July. Tho sestinn roturnod to
hono station on 31 July. All noves worc roconpiishod without incidont,
Tho units rcmained in thoso positions through the ond of thc period, 4s
o 31 July the battalion has n cenposito bnttery consisting of two (2)
6" Eowitzors nnd two (2) 175nn Guns at Muc Co undor control of Co, Btry
iy and a siniler composito buttory at Tlei Mo undor control of CO, Btry
De In ndditinn, tho Dn Oporntions !latoon is ~t 11oi Mo, A sorvico
olomont hns boon stntinned at the 3rd Bde MU to oxnedite moving sunplics
to tho fiocld loentions,

(4) WCLABSIFT W 1 Jnn 67
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s(mm%: Oporaticnal Roport for'Guartorly Poriod Inding 31 July 1966 (U)
coen

6.(U) On 1 Juwo, Btry A, At duc Co, fired apprexirntely 270 mounds of

€" ard 17%m amounition for protootinn of a Spocial Forcos like Forous

No body count of onsualtics was assossed, but the Mike Force, which hnd
::on surroundod by a suporior VC force, oscapod with vory light casuni-
,108,

7.(U) Btry B wns on oporation with the 1st iir Cay Div botween 10 Juno
and 25 Jure. Ca this oporation tho brttory moved first tn IMloi Mreeng

SF Ceiap, thon o Xonium, and finnlly wns aplit with twe (2) guns an® the
FOC cleaent moviug to n nesitirn approximately 15K wost-south-wast of
Ploikus Negrtivo encry cortact wns cstnblishod on tho opcration. During
this poricd brso eamp was nocupiod by Hq Biry(-) and Sve Biry(-) only,
vith cav (1) platoon of infantry fomm 3rd Mo, 25th Div for onnp sscurs
ity.

€.(U) On 25 Juna, onc (%) 175nm gan ase.. seiy 3 nndfanctioncd nt 2340
hours, The gun was dostroyod, throo (3) B killed nnd six (6) RI wounde
od, thrco (Sﬁoriously. Repl~coiont gun, US. $412GR66 wns rccoivod on
26 Julye.

9.(U) On 2 July, Btry L nt Duc Co fired 12 rounis of 175mn ammnition
in doforso of Yloi Djorong SF Cenp, Tho nttnck broke off whon tho first
sound inprotod, No casunlty nssossncnt was cbtainod.

10,(U) " Tho bnttnlisn was nttoched £~ the 52nd Artillory Group, offccte
ive 20 July, per Genoral Urdcr 287, Fq I Fivld Forsc Viwstnan, dotod

29 July. Tho sano GO dotnched thu T77th CM Rader NDotnchmont fron the
battnli-n and nttachod it to tho 52nd .rtiilory CGreupe Tho twe (2)
Sonrchlight scoctinns ~f Btry I, 29th rty romeinoed attachod, by vorbal
oxdoyr, to tho brnttnlirn,

11.(7) During the porind, tho Bettalion Lnrwnition Trains, with
socwrity olomonts from 3rd 3do, 25th Div, crnduotod emrunition and POL
rosupply runs tn buc Co six (6) tinos rnd to Tlcd Mo oight (8) tince,
L1). of the trips to l'lei Mo worc uncvontful, On tho trips te Muc Cn,
tna escurity olemonts with ho o~lumn hit 1nad mines four (4) tinos,
nad b%4nlion vehicles hit miros two (2) tires. WMo /meriorn crsurltios
vore sufforod on any of theso inoidonts, but ~no (1) ST truck was Aane
agod nn 30 Junc, and ore (1) 11110 /rmuniti~n trrilor was dostroyod ~n
i€ July. Tho ST truck was roncired cnd conplotely sorviocnbdlo by
179 Juiy.

12.(U) The battniisn has sufforc” 18 onsunltios during this poricd,
vight (8) kiiled nnd ton (10) woundod. Casualtios ocourzod ns followss

n. Ono (1) KL solf-inflictod accidontally vic Luc Co G Canp.

be Two (2) KILs vic Duc Co br ™ jafiltrators who turnod o Clnye
nore nine nrmund wd dotonnteod it. The infiltrators hnd boon at Yus
Co SP Camp for sov.va2l neaths prior o e..s iucident,

ca Twn (2) KIA ard two fz) I ' at ‘basc cnnp whilo romcving tho
perinoter nine fiold.

d, Thrao (3) XI. nnd six (6) WIn whon tho 175mn gun mrlfunctionod

Incl 1 (2} . . P LSSTEY 0. 4 Jen 67
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?UBngc Uporatirnal Runort for “unrterly loriod Tnding 31 July 66 (U)
contd

o, Juo é1; WL. when he dotonntod o CBU rear ilet Mo SF Crnn.

fo One (1) VIL and ovicuated to Japan afior inpaling 2 puaji
stake in his leg while sorving ~8 en 'O oa patrol with Specinl Feorees
personnol.,

13.(U) During 4hc porind this unit hns received confimed credit for
40 killed, nuc (1) woundod s a rusult of our fircse

14.(U) Wuring tho porind the £olleawing porsonnel asticna OLOUWSTUA
vhish influcico unit moralod

a. rorsmnol lossos - 42

b. J'erscnnel ghing - 146

¢+ [Prosont frr duty strongth oloso o~f ncri~d: 32 Off, 4 40,
592 R,
(¢) de PIrcmotion nllro~ti-ns to -4, B-5, -6 during pcrind - Nono

©s Mail = arrived ~n 21l but fivo (5) drys during perind,
fe R & R qunins during icriecds
1) 126 outeof-country,
2) 24 in-country,
€+ ¥y has boen timolyr an' ~ncourato,
h. 26 Officers nnd NCOs grndos Z-7 through E-9 have loss thnn
60 dnys until DUROS nrd have net rocoived cithur nrdors or assignuent
instrustioug.

15.(U) During this porind tho b:ttnlion fircd the frllowing rununiticns
JEOOF  TYPE  FUSE  JOUM POTAL EXVESDED TIT COVNTRY

8" Row HE ¥ 5542 7345
CcvT 11 51

irsq 206 2t9

TOT.\L 5729 7686

175ma Sun HE ID 4580 8169
cvr 5260 622

TOTAL 5506 8782

164(U) Tho f£1llowing logistios ~oti ns have tnkon pince:

as Botwoon.8 fnnd ‘iz llhy lrgisticnl prohlens nertnining to oner-
ntion "L RBTINE" wore ros~lve® 7w dnitinl prnblens invelved water
and ammunition resupply. Thc wrtor 'vnoblem was snlved when the 3x! Dde,
25th ¥iv arrngoed to deliver ~nc (i) weicr trnilor to ench leo-ti-n
d~ily utilizing CH-47 nircrnft., Aftor 12 Vny, problem in dclivery of
wator and 2ndinns wns ocensicned only by incicmeni weather vhich pro-
cluded the use nf aircrnft, or by honvy tnclicnl requirencnts inv~lving
large scalc usc of nirernft.

b, Two (2) water trailcrs were barrewed fron S-?, 3»d 3do, 25¢h
Div to facilitnte the water resuprlye On 4 July, oae (1) of tho bate
telion wntos troilers wns dropped by ~ CH-47 Auring resupply ail was
ocmplotely donolishod, Battali-n is now shoi two (2) witer treilers,

(3)  DICL ST ON 5 Jea 67
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UNCLASSIEIED
FUBIEQRs  Oporctionc Roport for (mertorly dariod Ludlng 31 July 66 (V)

a0 waish becnza ungervicenbls on nperntion YLINCOLM® on 4 'prii and
the prosent loss,

Ge /.8 spnsors for tho 52nd Artillery Oroup and 3r¢ 3k, 6th
A2tillory, tho S-4 subnittod roquisitions for bunkor ~n?® bnrricr matore
inl, cétablished acoount nunbers, ~cquircd and ercotod tonage for the
advance prrtics. Tho bnstaiinn provided water, mti~ns, nnd quartora
for tho advance partios frem 8 through 48 Juno, nn' watcr nnd mtiens
fur Hy Biry $2ad Artillery Group from 18 (vin fhvough 42 Juay.

d. Roguisitions wero placed for 17,804 sandbrgs to vonstruct
fi0ld fertifiontione for tho positicus at Duc Co nn loi lio LF Conpe,
To dnte theee rogquisitions h~vo nnt boen filled. Follow-up nction
thoovga supply channcls indicates that nono nro avnilabloe in tiis ~reco
at tho presort tice,.

17+(C) The £rllowing nro oviticr! =veply chortngos. Follow-up notin
.8 boon initintod vith nogrtive respoasc ov tho prosont %ino.

W.NTI?Y ITHY RYPISITICY DT3B

10 Truck, orrgo, 24 3 Juno 66

2 on Trailor, wator, 1140 2 .ip> 66, 4 Jul 66

9 Sots Fan bolts for 22 truck, 1151 34 Jan, 17 Jun, 19 Jun, 21 Jun
56 oa . 12V imtonotivo bastory 27 spr, 19 Jua, 22 Jun, 19 Jul

Survey comprnonts (no~suring trpes, range

polus, tnpe ropnir socctions, hnnd levsls, )

and survey s-2s, 4th ordor) 10 .pr 66
1o Tank, 1iquié¢ strrmgo 30 Iny 66

18.{U) On 19 July, this unit wns visitod by lajor denomnl /ndors~n, CG
Arry Mrtoriel Comannd. During his visit, tho nwu ~f the. Gun Dircotion
Copuser, M18 (FiD'.C) in Tictnrm wns Aiscussods MG /‘ndorson oxpledned
that AIC dosired tn hive tho Vonputor fiold testod in RVN an n roduced
ecala prinr to iasuing it ¢o cli units. Tho Comanding Cfficer, 6th Dn,
14th /ivty, thon stntod that wo would 1iko ¢n be one nf tho units acloot-
od to £iold tost tho oguipmont,

19,(7) During the porind of this roprt, tho battnlion snont 89 Arys on
oombat oporntions.

Scotion 2, CODUANDIR'S O3SZTVATI(Y> AXD RECOIRTIDATIONS,
irrt 1, Ouservaticns (Lossons Lo~ancd)

1.(U) Cecmuniortions:
ne ITRM{s Difficultios in long rango i ocommunicitions,

DISCUSSICKs The ircronsed rnange ¢l ..o -« sceries FM rndins, and tho
Inrgo aumbor of units in tho ~r~~. cavses onmunioation neodbloms. Unite
with frequoncios @.@5 il aprrt out nrut erch ~thor'e transnissicns an?
orexrido the other unitis froquoncios, ..dAitinnaliy, tho problem of
inanonis interfercncc npponrs to bo incrensed, resulting in transnissi~ns
beinr cut ~ut by nther units. .dsc, whon oporoting nt or noar maxinun

Bl %W i van 67
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?tmmgc Oporatirnnl Roport for (mortc.dy iuxhod Grding 31 July 66(U)
oontd

rmnge during the monsonn scrson, comrunications bocomes virtuclly
inpnsaiblo for sevorml hours orch dny,

OBSINATIM's Comnunicntirns ofticors at all levels nust oxcreisc vory
closc supayvision of assignmont of froquoncioss Tho use of AM ¥adin -
voioco transmissions might sexr7c to doorense tho crngeeticn on the R
froquoncy bandis, Tho issue, to scloctod units, of n suitnble AN rcio
on tho basis of nno (1) por firing battory and twoe (2) por batt~licn
onorntinns contor would providc sutisfeci@y crnditions to tast this
possibility.

be ITEM: Changing unit r~dio crll signs.

IILCHSSION: Vhea nny wnit changes its radin cnll signs, ns sheald be
domo norindicnlly for socurity roascns, nll units with whon it nororle
ly wvorks should bo notified, Howcver, the fluid ttctienl sitution, and
the Aifficulty of making distributicn to @il units requiring such infore
onti~n, mrkos it oxtromoly Aifficult to insurc that nll units hnvo tho
up=tn=dnto items. .. itionrlly, eincoe an nrtillery battalicn nny werk
with nny unit in tho nren, ¢ nonedivisional GS battalicn nust n-intedn
ocurront S0I's for nll units in thoe ~ypproprinte enrps nron.

OBSERVATICHs Unit redio call signs shruld nrt bo chrnged once they nro
assignod and it has boon vorifict thnt nn other unit hns conflicting
ocnll sims, Frequoncies should bo chrnged perindicnlly en dir:eti-~n
fr~n highor hendqunrrters nftor serconing to iansuro thnt tho noxinun -
anount of frequency intorforonce is oliminntoed,

2,(U) logistics,

g Ili2fs Difficultics wurc ancounturut jn providing otable
wntor to widoly disporsod units,

DISCUSIICNs  Rosupply by ~ir beernies mrndntery whon units rro wicely
dispersod and the rord notwork is not suitable for crnvey noveriente  thon
tho 1lnenl wntor onnnot bo purificd by chonionl monns, potable w-tor rust
bo flwm in dnily. “When approximntcoly 150 to 250 pers~nnel arc in the
prsition, this roquires at lcnst ~nc (1) water tmiler or bln'dor por
day, thus tying up airorft which could be utilizod clscwherc,

OB3ERVATIONs Tho issuo of three (3) Cp) i wotor purificntion systons
per b-ttalion woudd groatly rcliove the 8ircie £t requircnonts for w-tor
rosupply.

inrt 2. Rocomnoendetinons,

1.(U) In tho Operntional Report on Losscns Learnod for the porind
onding 30 Lpril 66, it was rocomcnded that tho M18 Gun ~irccti-n Con-
puto bo issuod to this unit ns sron ns possible, Bascd on the confor-
orco with Major Gonoral sndorson (pare 17, sce 1 rbove), rceommend
netiorn be takon tco obtuin sufficicnt scte for this unit to ficld test
tho camputor in accordance with his dosires.
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:(smnmga Operatiomal iwport for Guariorly sericd Ending 31 July 66 (U)
annt

2,{U) WVaier purificntion Systems Rooommondcd chauges ia pessonnel

and vquipmaant whick woro submittod to I Fleold Forco Viotnam Artillory
rn 26 July includud tho addition of porsomzol and oquipment for two
(2) 6¢¢ enllon per minuto purifioation units. Subsoquont roovnlu-tion
indjortes that ono (1) wnior purifiontion unit por firing battory is
moro Approprinto. Rocomnond that notion bo tnkon tn uapedite this item.

3.(U) Tho shorirge of two (2) of tho bdrttalirn's five (5) wntor tmile
ors and tho survaey equipnent (scotion 1, pren 16 abave) sorinusly
haapers tho operarinoral cnpnbility of tho unit, Rcoomnmond ~otion be
tnkon to oxpodito issuo of thosc itans,

. N/ g
TN A N4
e o el o
Lt Col, Arty

Commnding

JIUTRIBUTIONS: 1 « CINCUSRIAC, ATC 96558, ATTN: GiO -IH
3 = CG, USLRV, /20 96307, LTTF: .NC-DH
T = 52nd Arty Oroup, JITTN: 8«3
1 « 6th 3n, 14th irty, .ITNs S-3
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AVPa=AT=52-C0 ( 9 Aug &° 1st Ind _
SUBJ.CTs Operationnl deport for quarterly Feried Hnding 31 July 106
RC3(UsM k=G5) (U)

HAAD JARD 5, 52D ail' LIS GROVEF, AKO §620%, 17 augnut 1066

TOs Heudquarters, Jop.rtrient of the Amiy, A"'Ws 4C3N0R, wehiigton,
D, C, 2031C

1. #Forwvardad,

2¢ Concur ii coruider's observ: tionse Report in considered
adaquute,

Oe Le TChlanu(i:
Colenal, artillery
Conanddrng
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