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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
210TH OOMDAT AVIATION BATTAIION 

APO 96307 

AYBA-GB-C 14 August 1967 

SUBJECTS    Operational Report-Lessons Learned (RCS CSFOR-67) (l May 
thru 51 July 1967) TOO WDX JU 

TOi See Distribution D D C 
r-^ p-- 

SBCTION I 

SIGNIFICANP EVENTS 

H 0CT811968 

UL'c 

A«    Connaand» 
^r 

1. UPC James B. Lovell assumed oommand of the USARV 
Flight Detachment vice LTC Richard L. Johnson. 

2, An AG/CMMI was conducted during the month of July*    The 
Battalion was rated oocibat ready* 

3*   Organizational «tructure is depicted at inclosure 1* 

B.   Personnel. Morale, and Discipline*   The health, welfare and 
morale of the command remain in excellent condition*    Ihere were no 
significant personnel activities or problems*   There were 9 reenllst- 
ments in the Battalion.   Awards presented to personnel of the Battalion 
weret    Distinguished Service Cross-1, Silver Star-11 Distinguished 
Plying Cross-5> Purple Heart-10, Bronze Star-38, Army Commendation 
Medal-54j Amy Commendation Medal w/"Vn-17» Air Medal-237f and Air 
Medal w/1^"-"^.    The Battalion was visited by General Westmoreland, 
CXMJSMACV, during an awards ceremony tn present the Distinguished Service 
Gross to Major Juri Toomepuu. 

C*   Intelligence and Counter-intelligence*   There were no notable 
security activities during the reporting period*    Subordinate units 
continue to maintain aggressive active and passive security programs* 
A letter was distributed to all aviators describing intelligence spot 
report procedures* 

Fo«. or aft c"*' 
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STATEMENT #2 UNCLASSIFIED 

This document  i <;  subject  to special   export 
controls and each  transmittal   to  foreign 
governments or  foreign nationals may be made 
only with  prior  approval   of Dept of   the Army, 
Ofc of  the Asst.Chief of  Staff for  Force 
Development,ATTN:   FOR-OT-RD,  Wash,   D.C.20310 i\ 



D»    SlgflSU O'Pegfttio^s, and Training". 

1.    Flans: 

a. The new Battalion SOP was published 9 June 1967» 

b»    Both the Battalion SOP and Defense Plan have undergone 
continued updating as a result of recent changes and proposals by this 
and higher headquarters. 

2*    Operations; 

a»    Assets of the battalion provided air travel for 29y214 
passengers during the quarter, 827 of whom were VIP's (BG or higher;. 
Priority requests forced 1,330 cancellations of accepted requests.    The 
Capital Plights scheduled by the Battalion manifested and flew approximately 
3,800 passengers from this headquarters'  location. 

b. The 120th Aviation Company (AML) continues to provide 
aimed helicopter support to the Capital Military District.    The following 
comprises tabulated results of combat activity: 

ENEMY ENEMY BUILDINGS SAMPANS 
KEA CAPTURED       DESTROYED SHIK 

77 2 146 89 

c.    The 125th Air Traffic Company continues to provide air 
traffic flight following service and control tower and radar ground control 
approach support throughout the Republic of Vietnam.    A total of eight (8) 
field operations were supported during the quarter.    A fli^it following 
station was established at Long Xuyen during the month of June.    The 
establishment of this new station considerably enhances the flight following 
coverage of the Long Xuycn area and to the west of Long Xuyon.    The total 
air traffic count for the quarter was 597»831.    Of this total, 5>292 were 
GCL'i approaches and departures. 

5»    Training: 

a. Final preparation to host the Hew Equipment Training Team 
^•ISTT) deploying to Vietnam began in July. The NETT Team will conduct 
"'a at or, maintenance and supply personnel training for the operational 
requiroments of the U-21A aircraft due into this unit. The training is to 
cjnmence in the latter part of August. 

b. Operational training continues to receive priority ±0 
moot mlocion nnd security ruquirpnonts and reflects ohangoo of plans of- > 
this and.hi^ior hoadquartorsi  .  ' 
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e« ^n aoeelorated informal training program oonducted lay this 
units sdhool trained Escape and Evasion Officers proved to be a weloomo 
souroe of survival information* The effort has been termed a suoooss« 

d. The 125th Air Traffic Company continues to train ground 
control approach radar operators at Tung Tau, Republic of Vietnam* The 
school was previously established to orient incoming oporevtiorö. on equipment 
and procedures prevalent in the Vietnam area of operations. 

G« Logistics* 

1* All station property located on Ellis Compound was transferred 
to the Battalion property account in May* This action establishes tvo (2) 
station property accounts for the Battalion» one for the Bion Hoa units and 
one for the Tan Son Nhut units* This action has provided bettor account- 
ability and has helped to eliminate the problem of excess equipment* 

2* A Central Issue Facility has boon established whereby the 
Battalion issues all organizational clothing and equipment. This action 
removed the issue responsibility from subordinate units* 

3* Notable aircraft supply actiens were as follows: 

a* Received four (4) TJH-1D helicopters and three OH-23G 
helicopters* 

... 
b* Initiated action to transfer one U-8P from the USAHV Plight 

Dotachmont to the 11th ROK Aviation Company* 

c« Flans to receive 27 U-21A aircraft are boing formulated* 
Delivery is expoctod to begin in late August* 

4* A cyclic inspection program has been instituted in an attempt 
to further improve and maintain the Battalion's overall progressive standards* 

F. Information« In the previous reporting period a Battalion Weekly 
Newsletter was initiated* This newsletter has proved itself to be a vital 
means of disseminating official end unofficial information of interest to 
tho Battalion's organic units* In addition, ü pro/idoa the 
toiler headquarters with a moans of monitoring this units informational 
activities. 

G. Signal. 

1. The Battalion Headquarters (HHC element) received its stato- 
sido shipment of signal equipment in May* Tho equipment has subsequently 
boon integrated into tho Battalion system, thereby releasing the equipment 
on hand receipt ftom Ist Aviation Brigade. 

ygggf/mgiimi**»***'***»'**™ ■...MMM*M.,_ 



2* Tho retrofit toam from Loxington Amy Sopot oomplotod tho 
installation of ;JRC-51 UHP Radios at tho 125th Air Traffic Company faoilitios 
on 17 June» 

?• Thin unit has boon diroctod to establish a crypto facility 
to bo oomplotod on or about 15 August. Having no organic crypto von 
(MSO 29) and having rocoivod limited construction support it is doubtful 
that the operational doadlino will bo met. 

4« A proposed tower communications (avionics) package was 
submitted to higher headquarters to moot the forecasted noods of tho Long 
Binh Heliport Tovror. 

H. Surgeon. During tho quarter tho 129th Medical Dotachmont treated 
1,620 patients end completed 125 physical examinations and 1^511 
immunizations. In gonoral tho health of tho oomraand is very good. 

SECTION II. PART I 

LESSONS LEARU3D 

A. Porsonnol - None. 

B. Operations. 

1. Itani Proper coordination for efficient helicopter support 
during visits by high ranking VIP's. 

Discussioni Prior to tho visit by tho Honorable Robert S. 
McNamara» Secrotary of Defense» oxtonsivc stops wcro taken to refine 
procedures for supporting tho visit. Those stops included invostigating 
tho routos to bo flown, manner of approaches to all areas to bo visited, 
frequencies to bo used, and effecting "eye ball" contact with key porsonnol/ 
project officers at oach area that the Socrctary was to visit. In the 
interest of brevity no examples will be cited. On certain portions of tho 
itinerary, however, this unit's helicopters did not carry tho Secretary. As 
a result, othor units' ships acted as load ships, thereby rendering usoless 
somo of the efforts and extensive coordination previously offocted. This 
roTjiltcd in confusion and poor utilization of helicopters in that, at timosf 
erica the number of aircraft required woro participating in tho flight. 
Although those factors existed, they woro not ovidont to the passengers 
'.nvolvcd. 

Obsorvatiom M&.CV Protocol should coordinate with Pield 
Forces Protocol to doteimino which unit will have helicopter responsibility 
for which portion (s) of the itinerary. This would eliminate duplication of 
efforts and would result in a more efficient vise of helicopters. 

. 
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2. ItoBi» Prior Plorminff. 

DlBcuaslontt On an operation in June, tho 125th Air Traffic 
Compeny was dircctod to pro-position equipment in anticipation of on 
operational need. A towor was shipped on an 02 priority, the highest avail- 
able for that typo of movomont. In transit the tcwer was detained at an 
irtennodiate point duo to hi^ior priority equipicnt at that point. The 
125th was not notified of the status nor location of tho equipment, Tho 
equipment was finally located on tho day that it was to be shipped, then 
with a combat ossontial priority, to support the operation. Had tho towor 
not boon located, the timo required to ready another towor for shipment 
would have delayed the roquirod operational dato« 

Observation» Pro-positioning oquipmont, possibly, involves an 
unnocossary move which is accomplished at a priority too low to guarantee 
cxpootod transit timo« Only one move should bo madoj this move boing under 
tho priority roquirod by tho mission. 

3« Itomt Installation and maintonanco of Solo User VHP Circuits« 

Discussion» In performing Air Traffic Control many servicos 
aro involved in tho coordination of a "Hot Lino" from one facility to 
another« Difficulty arises in tho determination of who is responsible for 
tho installation and maintonanco of such a lino« 

Obsorvatioyn Defense Conununication Agency (DCLi) has overall 
responsibility for sole user circuits. If difficulty is experienced in 
getting a lino installed or repaired, the agency (DGA) will dotemine and/or 
assign responsibility, and monitor the operation. 

G« Training and Orfgmization - Hone. 

D« Intolligonce - None. 

E. Logistics» 

1« Item» Care of Aircraft Spark Plugs. 

Discussion» Reconditioned plugs stored for ro-uoo will rust 
and bocorae unserviceable very quickly due to the humidity and lack of 
suitable containers« 

Observations» A mo-cal container largo onou^i to hold a normal 
supply of reconditioned spark plugs was fabricated and a 60 watt electric 
light bulb installed therein« Tho use of tho container has eliminated tho 
problem posed by rast« 

«SF^ MB mmmmm ■ 



2« Item» Bf foot of Moisture and Bust on Generators. 

Disousslon» Many power folluros have been cxporioncod duo to 
excossivo moiBturc and dust. Some ccusos arc: lotting generators sot in 
the open unprotected; leaving generators setting on the ground in 
potentially hi^i water areas; and not using dust covers to protect thorn 
fron tho elemcr.ts. 

Observationt Where possible generators should bo protected 
by a shod or roof of some sort and should bo at loast 12 indies off the 
ground on pallets, floors, etc. V/hon not in use, generators should bo 
covered with canvas dust covers. 

P. Other - None. 

SECTION ii. F:JIT II 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

A. N/A. 

B. Operations. 

1. Rocoramond MuCV COC-4 provide this headquarters with VIP itinerary 
in which this units aircraft will bo involved.    Further, recommend that tho 
same unit support tho entire mission contingent with its capability. 

2. Recommend that command emphasis be placed on utilizing tho most 
expedient method of transporting equipment when a mission requirement is 
involved. 

J.    Recommend that consideration be given by higher hoadqucrtors and 
that wide dissemination bo mado of this item. 

C. Training and Organization - N/A. 

D. Intelligence - N/A. 

E. Lof^i sties» 

1. RocoEimond that wide dissemination bo made of this item. 
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2«    Roconmond that wido dlssonimtion bo made of this item; 

P.    Otho£ - N/A. 

1 Inol WILBUR A. SIDIJEY ' 
as I/TC, Infantry 

Commanding 

DISTRIBUTION 
1 - ACSPOR M (thru dmnnols) 
2 - ACSPOR M (thru noxt hi^aor Hq) 
2 - CINC USARPAO (direct) 
3 - CG, ÜSARV (diroct) 
1 - CG, Ist Avn Bdo (diroct) 
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AVBA-C ( 14 Aug 67) ' ··...:. --:,·1-s~:;--;;_~.....,"'...... .:· ·-
SUBJECT: Operational Report Les sons Learned, . Perlod-·Ending 31 July 1967 

( RCS-CSFOR 67) U IC WDX 3AA 

I1EAD~,~.UARTERS, 1 S'l' AVIATIO ~ BRIGADE, APO _ 9b384 - AUG _; 1 !" " 

TO : Assistant Chief o f Staff For Force Development , Department of tb e 
Ar my (ACSFOR DA), Washington D. C. 20310 

1. This headquarters ha~ ·received s ubject. report of the -210th 9<lmbat 
Aviation Battalion, considers it to be adequate and concurs . wi.t.h. the co~n- . 
tents except as noted. -- -

2. The following additional comuents a re considered to be pertinent : 

a. Reference Section I I, Part I, par a B1, page_ 4: Helicopter . 
Support (VIP) . The responsibility of transport~ng Vl P ' s will remain with 
the 21oth Combat Aviation Battalion. t-' CV Pr oto cd1 .. sh~mlQ. , however, make 
a deter mined effort to identify those units W'rich __ 1a;t.,\_.~~_-\r:i~~ t+.C!!~~po_z::ta~· · · , 
tion for VIP' s in t heir areas. · Final coor dination W±f.b:.::11&i' ·.vi:sit~11 -\ihi.t .- _.. • .. 
as to place, f requenci es, and time fo r VIP pic k1ip· ··and.-/.~i -~~~~itj../p?~l¥ ~-b~--(' . · ~~-·:_ · ·. 
coordinated by the assigned project off icer- of the 21 ~tr'-:G9ftil1af.:~..,.~~-~__,('· .. ·.·:~· :·; · ... 
Battalion the day pr ior to the event . _ 'l'hfs--·:_f>roced.~!e .l'iS?ulef· ~~~~ti~-~~1tP.,~:~~~~~':?r~~..;::: 
lication of effo.rts and pm-vid_e ·for i!:fpre -eliic~nt. use of:':heli_c~:)p'ter._-'-re'::<~ .. ; .">· .• _ -~:.= _'< 

· 3qurces . ··.. ....... . ... · - · : · ·- ·- ......... ~. ~ -- --_ ... · .. : .-;:.: - -... .:~~- · --- ~- . __ :. ~-=- .. ·_ .... · ~ _.- . -: · .·. · . . · .. 
·--. --· .. ' -''::,.-,i~---~· - ,- , --. :;;:;:·:;-~~:- .. · -<--· > .. 

- · -- b. . ~-efe-renc<:i'.. . . 
~ • • r ~ - · • 

· . · : A'I'C E.~i,l?~_nt . A _ . ~-~i~:-~_ l(tl~~cn~_, .W'J.J'.J.~ 
e19p_ed• ~~~gre~erl~ -: _ __ - · 

_'"__ :ESS e r.: ::tu;g_~-~ .t.h,a!l·· J)(i-o:rit¥ ·:rz: ...... · . _ . . . --:.:, . ---.: " :,_ . . : · ·----:-.·,: _ ... 
<~: . .-~:·~,~~~\{iii -.· .·· ·~ ."' : .. - . __ . .::;,_· :··:;:'---~~ . .::c..._-~~ .... .. -._: . . . . . -- .. :~._ .... : __ ·~ ---•1-~r-~ ... : . .. ~-.:~: 

--- ·: ;:::<::-;~ -- -s.~~~--~~~~- t:~z,i .. :it~ .e~ra . ~1 , : page 5:."-- car.~-~-~r: . _~r- _. 
· ·-cr$~:- _ .. · · . _-~S"~~i.dili~~e~~~~~ts::: ±'n~o.r~tio_~ -~~--~e. -~~;-~ in: tb:e _ 
··---~-q·:-~.!!!-?ly Supply and ;nnt~an-G·e N-e;vsletter •. --. ' -. :. · . .:.:..~_:--- ;;-:~~:;-.. , __ ; ·- - · 

-~-~, --:--~~-; · . ".: ~ .. ,:.:.. _...;;..,__ .. .. . ~~;:t:·. ::; . ,~-- ~:.· 
FOR THE .CQliilJw ,illER: - ... - -- ~ · .,; · · ·.:.':' --: .:~·:;:-· ·--- .. --. · 

- ... - ~·-::~~~~:::--.-:- --~;~~~~=_:~:~;- --~-~-::~ . -- - ~ 
~ ·::~ ...... ____ _ 

..... . - .---: 

Incl ··. ·- .... . 
""!£""' 

. ... _ 
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AVHGC-DST (14 Aug 6?) 2d Ind 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report-Lessons Learned for the Period Ending 

31 July 1967 (RCS CSPOR-65) (U) 

HEADQÜARKRS, UNITED STATES ARMY mTNAM, APO San Francisco   963751 8 SEP 1967 

TO:    Commander In Chief, United States Ann/, Pacific, ATTN:    GPOP-OT, 
APO   96558 

1«   This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned 
for the period ending 31 July 1967 from Headquarters, 210th Combat Aviation 
Battalion (WDX3AA) as indorsed. 

2«   Pertinent comments follow: 

a. Reference item concerning command emphasis on equipment trans- 
port, paragraph B2, page 6; paragraph B2, page 5; and paragraph 2b, 1st In- 
dorsement: Concur. Essential ATC items should have sufficient priority to 
insure delivery by the required date, on the same basis as combat essential 
equipment. This headquarters will take appropriate action on letter men- 
tioned in 1st Indorsement. MACV Directive 55-4 as implemented by USARV Reg 
55-4 establishes procedures and priorities for air movement of cargo. 

b. Reference item concerning sole user circuits, paragraph B3> 
page 5:    The overall responsibility for monitoring all circuits which tra- 
verse the DCS is assigned to DCA-SAM,    This agency also dictates engineering 
and maintenance responsibilities upon issuance of Circuit Engineering Orders 
(CEO) for each circuit activated.   MACV, as validating authority, assigns a 
restoration priority for each unit having sole user circuits in accordance 
with Joint procedures.    Actual restoration of a circuit based on this priori- 
ty Is accomplished automatically by the technical control facility when a 
circuit outage is reported by the subscriber.    These responsibilities are 
clearly defined and are being carried out successfully. 

c. Reference item concerning care of aircraft spark plugs, para- 
graph £1, page 5; paragraph El, page 6; and paragraph 2c, 1st Indorsement. 
Concur.    This information will be disseminated USARV wide. 

3,   Unit will be notified of actions and comments by routine indorse- 
ment which returns this report. 

FOR THE COdMANDER: 

llnol MoW AGC  «fj 
nc Xsst Adi.;tonf Genftrnl 



GP0P-DT(14 Aug 67) 3d Ind 
SUBJECT: Operational Report for the Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1967 

from HQ, 210th Cbt Avn Bn (UIC: WQX3AA) (RCS CSFOR-65) 

HQ, US ARhK, PACIFIC, APO San Francisco 96558 2 0 OCT 1967 

TO:    Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the 
Army, Washington, D. C.  20310 

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding 
indorsements and concurs in the report as indorsed. 

FOR THE COHMANDER IN CHIEF: 

/   (JL&Lvtt^^^. 

1 Incl 
nc K. F. OSBOURN 

MAJ, AGC 
Asst AG 
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