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210TH COMBAT AVIATION BATTALION
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SECTION I Y
= i
SLGVIFICANY EVENTS v 4

4. Command,

1o IPC James B, Lovell assumed command of the USARV
Flight Detachment vice IIC Richard L. Johnson.

2. An AG/OMMI was oonducted during the month of July. The
Battalion was rated combat ready.

3, Organizational structure is depicted at inclosure 1.

B. Personnel, Morele, and Disoipline. The health, welfare and
morale of the command remain in excellent condition. There were no
significant personnel activities or problems. There were 9 reenlist-
ments in the Battalion. Awards presented to personnel of the Battalion
weres Distinguished Service Cross-1, Silver Star-i, Distinguished
Flying Cross-5, Purple Heart-10, Bronze Star-38, Army Commendation
Medal=34; Axrmy Commendation Medal w/ W17, Alir Medal-237, and Alr
Medal w/"V"=19, The Battalion was visited by General Westmoreland,
COMUSMACY, during an awards ceremony to present the Distinguished Sexvice
Oross to Major Juri Toomepuu.

. Co Intelligence and Counter-Intelligence. There were no notable
* security activities during the reporting periods Subordinate umits
continue to maintain aggressive active and passive gecurity programs.
. A letter was distributed to all aviators describing intelligence spot

report procedures. STATEMENT #2 UNCLASSIFIED
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D. Plans, Operations and Traininge

1« Planss
ae The new Battalion SOP was published 9 June 1967.

bs Both the Battalion SOP and Defense Plan have undergone
continued updating as a result of recent changes and proposals by this
and higher headquarters.

2. Operations:

ae Assets of the battalion provided air travel for 29 214
passengers during the quarter, 827 of whom were VIP's (BG or highers
Priority requests forced 1,330 cancellations of accepted requests. The
Capital Flights scheduled by the Battalion manifested and flew approximately
%800 passengers from this headquarters'! location.

be The 120th iAviation Company (AML) continues to provide
armed helicopter support to the Capital Military District. The following
comprises tabulated results of combat activity:

ENEMY ENEMY BUILDINGS SAMP.NS
KI.\ CAPTURED DESTROYED SWNK
17 2 146 89

ce The 125th Jdir Traffic Company continues to provide air
traffic flight following service and control tower and radar ground control
approach support throughout the Republic of Vietnam. A total of eight (8)
field operations were supported during the quarter. 4 flight following
station was cstablished at Long Xuyen during the month of Junes The
establishment of this new station considerably enhances the flight following
coverage of the Long Xuyor area and to the west of Long Xuyen. The totel
air traffic count for the quarter was 597,831, Of this total, 3,292 were
GCA approaches and departures.

3. Trainings

ae Final preparation to host the New Equipment Training Team
(W/ETT) deploying to Victnam began in July. The NETT Team will conduct
~viator, maintenance and supply personnel training for the operational
requirements of the U-21L aircraft due into this unit. The training is to
commence in the latter part of Luguste

be Operational training contimues to receive priority 1o
nect wigcion and sccurify roguircments and rcflocts changes of plans of .
this and.higher heoadquarters.



0« .n accelorated informal training program condusted by this
units school trained Escape and Evasion Officors proved to be & weloomo
sourco of survival information. The effort has boon tocrmed a sucocas.

de Tho 125th iir Traffic Company contimucs to train ground
control epproach radar operators at Vung Tau, Ropublic of Vietnam. The
gchool was proviously established to oriont incoming oporators. on oquipment
and procedures prevalent in tho Vietnam area of oporations.

E. Logistics,

1o All station proporty locatod on Ellis Compound was transferrcd
to tho Battalion proporty account in May. This action cstablishos two (2)
station property accounts for the Battalion: ono for the Bion Hoa units and
ono for tho Tan Son Nhut units. This action has provided bottor account-
ebility and has hclped to climinate the problem of oxcess cquipmont.

2. & Contral Issuc Facility has beon ostablishod wheroby the
Battalion issucs all orgenizational clothing and equipmont. This action
ramovod tho issuo rosponsibility from subordinate units.

3, Notablo aircraft supply actions were as follows:

es Roccived four (4) UH=1D holicoptors and threo OH-23G
holicopters.

be Initiated action to transfor onc U-8F from tho USARV Flight
Dotachmont to tho 11th ROK Aviation Company.

ce Plans to roceive 27 U-21A4 aircraft aro boing formulatod.
Deolivery is oxpected to begin in late luguste

4. A cyclic inspcction program has becn institutod in an attompt
to furthor improve and maintain the Battalion's overall progressive standards,

F. Infomation. In the provious reporting pcriod a Battelion Wookly
Nowslottor wes initiatode This nowslottor has proved itsolf to be a vital
moans of disscminating official and unofficial infcrmation of intorost to
the Battalion's organic units. Inoddition, it provides the .
bighor hoadquarters with o moans of monitoring this units informational
activitios.

Go Si Sle
1. The Battalion Hoadquartors (HHC olomont) receivod its statoe
side shipment of signal cquipmont in Maye. The cquipment has subsequently

boen intogratod into the Battalion systom, thoreby reloasing the cquipment
on hand rocoipt from 1st Lviation Brigndc.



2, Tho rotrofit toam from Loxington Army Dopot complotod the
installation of /RC-51 UHF Radios at tho 125th iir Traffic Company facilitios
on 17 Junc.

%3¢ This unit hes beon dirccted to csteblish a crypto facility
to be completed on or about 15 Lugust. Having no crganic crypto ven
(M37 29) and hoving roceived limitod construction support it is doubtful
thot the operational deadline will bo met.

4. L proposod towor communications (avionics) packnge was
submittod to higher hcadquartors to moct the forocasted nceds of tho Long
Binh Holiport Tower.

He Surpcon. During tho quarter the 129th Mcdical Detachmont treatod
1,620 paticnts and compleotod 123 physical oxaminations ond 1,511
imminizations. In goneral the hoalth of tho command is vexry good.

SECTION II, PART I
LESSONS LESRNID

Ae Porsonncl - Nonce
B. Opcrations.

1, Itoms Propor coordination for officiont helicoptor support
during visits by high ranking VIP's.

Discussiont Prior to tho visit by thc Honorablc Robort S.
McNamara, Sccrotary of Dcfonso, cxtensive stops were taken to rofine
procodurces for supporting the visite Thcesc steps included investigoting
the routes to be flovn, manncr of approaches to all arcas to bo visited,
frequencies to be uscd, and cffeeting "oye ball" contect with koy porsonnol/
project officers at cach arce that tho Socrctary was to visite In the
intorest of brovity no oxamplos will be citede On certain portions of the
itincrary, however, this unit's helicopters did not carry tho Sccrotary. .Ls
a rosult, othor units' ships acted e&s lecad ships, thoreby rcndering uscless
somc of the cofforts and oxtensive coordination proviously cffocteds This
retalted in confusion and poor utilization of holicopteors in that, at times),
cyice the numbor of aircraft required worc perticipating in tho flight.

Llthough thesce factors coxisted, they wore not ovident to the passcngers
‘nvolvede

Obscrvationt MALCV Protocol should coordinatc with Ficld
Forcos Frotocol to dotorminc which unit will have helicopter responsibility
for which portion (8) of the itincrary. This would climinntoe duplication of
cfforts and would rosult in o moro cfficiont use of helicoptors.

-
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2. ltomt Prior Plenning.

scussiont On an opcration in Junc, tho 125th Air Traffic
Compeny was dirocted to pro-position cquipment in enticipation of an
opcrational nocds 4 towor was shippod on an 02 priority, tho highcst avail-
oable for that typo of movemonte In trensit the tcwer was deotoined at an
irtcrmediate point duc to highor priority cquipment ot thet point. The
125th was not notificd of the status nor location of the cquipment. The
cquipment was finally locatcd on tho dey that it was to be shipped, thon
with a combat ossontial priority, to support the opcration. Had tho towor
not boen located, the timo roquired to rocady anothor towor for shipmont
would havo dolayed the roquired oporational datce

Obsorvation: Pro-positioning oquipmont, possibly, involvos an
unnocessary move which is accomplished at a priority too low to guarantoc
cxpectod transit timo. Only ono movo should bo made; this movo boing under
the priority roquircd by tho mission.

3. Itoms Installation and maintonanco of Solo Usor VHF Circuits.

Discussiont In performing Air Traffic Control many scrvices
arc involvod in the coordination of a "Hot Lino" from one facility to
anothore Difficulty arises in the dotormination of who is rcsponsible for
tho installation and maintonance of such a linc.

Obsorvationt Defensce Communication igoncy (DCa) has ovorall
rosponsibility for solec usor circuitse If difficulty is oxporionced in
gotting & lino installod or rcpaired, tho agoncy (DCL) will dotemine and/or
assign rosponsibility, and monitor tho opcration.

Ce ZTraining and Ormenization = Nonc.
D. Intollignneo = Nonc.

E. Logistics.
1. Itcms Carc of Aircraft Spark Plugs.

Discussions Roconditioned plugs storcd for re-usc will rust
and bocome unsorviccable very quickly duc to the humidity and lack of
suitable containers. '

Obsorvationss A mctal containor large cnough to hold o normal
supply of roconditionod spark plugs was fabricatod and a 60 watt clectric
light dbuldb installed thorcine Tho use of the containor has climinated the

problom poscd by rust.



2. Itom: Effoct of Moisturc and Dust on Gonorators.

Discussiont Many power failurcs have becon coxporicnced duo to
excessive moisturc and dust. Some ceuscs arc: lotting generators sot in
the open unprotected; lcaving generators sctting on the ground in
potentially high wator arcas; and not using dust covers to protect them
from the clemernts,

Obscrvationt Where possible generators should be protocted
by a shed or roof of somc sort and should be at least 12 inches off the
ground on pallets, floors, ctce Vhon not in usc, generators should be
covered with canvas dust coverse

F. Othor = Nonce
SECTION II, P.RT IT

RECOMMEND..TIONS

Ly N/A.
B. Oporations.

1. Rocommond MiCV COC~4 provide this hcadquartors with VIP itincrary
in which this units aireraft will be involveds Furthor, rocommond that the
semo unit support the cntire mission contingont with its capability.

2. Recommond that command cmphasis be slaced on utilizing tho most

cxpedicnt method of transporting cquipmont whon a mission roquirement is
involved.

3. Recommend that consideration be given by higher headquerters and
that wide disscminntion be made of this itom.

C. Troining and Orgonization = N/A.
D. Intelligemcc = N/L.
E. Logistics.
1« Rocommend that wide disscmination be made of this itom.

ot S 2



2. Rocommond that wide dissomination bo made of this Ttems- ~—-- -

F. Othor - N/A,

(it i

1'Incl VILBUR A. SIDEY — / -
a8 ITC, Infantry
Commanding
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AVBA-C (”.‘, Aug 67) o :"'*':*"113%@#:5;;;;;_
SUBJECT: Operational HReport Lessons Learned,. l~erJ.od nndlng 31 July 1967
(RCS=CSFOUR 67) UIC WDX 3AA

T~

HEADUARTERS, 1S1' AVIATION BRIGADE, APO 90384 - - AUG 2

T0: Assistant Chief of Staff For Force Development, Deépartment of the
urnxy (ACSbLm. DA), Washington D, C, 20310

1. Thls headquart.ers has received subject report of the 210th Combat
Aviation Battalion, considers it to be adequate and concurs. w:.th the con= -
tents except as noted, v o~

2. The following additional comuents are considered to be pertinent:

a. Reference Section II, Part I, para Bi, page 4: Helicopter
Support (VIF). The responsibility of transporting ViP's will remain with
the 210th Combat Aviation Battalion, MACV Protocol.should, however, make
a determined efiort to 1dent1fy those units which wilkl. providge transporta-""- .
tion for VIP's in tr-elr areas, rlnal coordlnatmn vniﬂ’i ”ﬁ;e V}sited it

coordinated by the assigned project ofmcer of the 210t}ﬁ¢01iikrzt,._ & m
Battalion the day prior to the event, This procequre would gliminate ﬁ'ng
lication of efforts and pmvlde io more ef11c1...nu. use of hellcopter Té=:
sources, : : e :

+ B,

ATC rqnpment A Jo:Lnt 1e‘tter~sm:i.ch ,m.ll F‘*cpd LS BLen: 1,
eloped lIhe-dgreoment mi&.astebush an A"ﬂ, prlori*t.y equi\m., SILE,
5SS oF h:.gher than pmomty b a '_

:“ Nee

Part. 1,\ para B1, page 5 L.are of Adr- 3

£ G410 ‘Ezf"’cn‘ﬁs zniom.a,tlon aqé\ be mde 1n the L e
,._,:ant, monthly Supply and l.din eﬁance Newsletter'. P

‘-_.-
& R .....,__‘

FUR THE Cuin muD,..R'

. T

1 Incl
nc

- ~dsst. .mutéﬁc

'~”"--.,. T e



AVHGC=DST (14 Aug 67) 2d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned for the Period Ending
31 July 1967 (RCS CSFOR-65) (U)

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY VILTNAM, APO San Francisco 963751 3 SEP 1967

T0: Commander in Chief, United States Ammy, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-0T,
APO 96558

1+ This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned
for the period ending 31 July 1967 from Headquarters, 210th Combat Aviation
Battalion (WDX3AA) as indorsed.

2. Pertinent comments follow:

a, Reference item concerning command emphasis on equipment trans-
port, paragraph B2, page 6; paragraph B2, page 5; and paragraph 2b, I1st In-
dorsement: Concur. Essential ATC items should have sufficient priority to
insure delivery by the required date, on the same basis as combat essential
equipment, This headquarters will take appropriate action on letter men-
tioned in 1st Indorsement. MACV Directive 55-4 as implemented by USARV Reg
55=4 establishes procedures and priorities for air movement of cargo.

b. Reference item concerning sole user circuits, paragraph B3,
page 5: The overall responsibility for monitoring all circuits which tra-
verse the DCS is assigned to DCA-SAM, This agency also dictates engineering
and maintenance responsibilities upon issuance of Circuit Engineering Orders
(CEO) for each circuit activated. MACV, as validating authority, assigns a
restoration priority for each unit having sole user circuits in accordance
with joint procedures. Actual restoration of a circuit hased on this priori-
ty is accomplished automatically by the technical control facility when a
circuit outage is reported by the subscriber, These responsibilities are
clearly defined and are being carried out successfully,

¢. Reference item concerning care of aircraft spark plugs, para-
graph E1, page 5; paragraph E1, page 6; and paragraph 2c, 1st Indorsement.
Concur, This information will be disseminated USARV wide.

3. Unit will be notified of actions and comments by routine indorse-
ment which returns this report.

§i§i§$ E SCEE%T$
1 Incl Major, AGC™ =7

PR S
= \sst Aditant Ganara!

FOR THE CQMMANDER:



GPOP-DT(14 Aug 67) 3d Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report for the Quarterly Period Ending 3i July 1967
from HQ, 210th Cbt Avn Bn (UIC: WQOX3AA) (RCS CSFOR-65)

HQ, US ARMY, PACIFIC, APO San Francisco 96558 20 0CT 1967

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding
indorsements and concurs in the report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

vd/ 77PN

1 ;:d K. F. OSBOURN
’ MAJ, AGC
Asst AG

10
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