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DEPARTME !T OF THE ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS $6th AVIATION BATTALION (FFM) 

APO San Francisco    9638I1 

AVBA-FF-C Ik August 1968 

SUBJECT:    Operational Report of Hüadquarters 59th Aviation Battalion (Fit 
Fac)(Mob) for Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 UK (rfGGLTO 

SEE DISTRIBUTION 

1.    S|ection 1» Operations;    Significant Activities 

A.    C^mand: 

(1) Colonel Charles C. Walts, Artillery, assumed command of the 
battalion on 1 June 1968. Current staff members are indicated in Ihclosura 
1, The battalion organization is ?t Ihclosure 2, 

(2) The 58th Aviation Battalion staff conducted a conference for 
the 19 ASD "A" team commanders and the An Khe AAF commander on 7 Juno 1968 
in the USARV Headquarters Conference Room, The conference.wris conducted 
for the purpose of presenting the mission of the battalion, command relat- 
ionships, and the operations and functions of the Aviation Support Detach- 
ments. This was the first major briefing on the functions of the 58th 
Aviation Battalion and went into much detail, spelling out the duties of 
the battalion as a whole, to include each staff section. In addition the 
responsibilities, functions, services, attachment orders, and rating 
system for the ASD commander worn discussed. A second conference is planned 
for 17 August 1968 for the 16 ASD nB!l teams, 

(3) The Lear Siedler Industries Service Corporation (LSI) was 
under gov^'nm ut contract to operate airfield control towers, ground 
control approach units and radar approach control and surveillance units 
at the following luMtionsj 

Vung Tau Pleiku (Holloway) 

Soc Trang Long Thanh (N) 

Can Tho Saigon (H-3) 

Qui Nhon 

Inclosure 1 
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AVBA-FP-C lU August 1968 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report of Headquarters 58th Aviation Battalion (Fit 

Fac)(Mob) for Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 UIC WQGLTO 

To determine the readiness of the Aviation Support Detachments to assume 
full responaibility for air traffic control operations at the ISI sites, a , 
complete status survey of those sitos v;as conducted on U July 1968.    The 
survey results indicated that sufficient experienced 93B personnel were on 
hand at the various LSI sites to enable assumption of air traffic control 
responsibilities as of 2U00 hours, 15 July 1968.    The ASD commanders, nor 
facility site chiefs, indicated any problems in assuming the responsibility 
and had voiced the opinion that the enlisted controllers would progress 
more rapidly in a purely military environment. 

As directed by letter from USARV Headquarters, Subject:    Assumption of Air 
Traffic Control Responsibility, dated 10 July 1968, the 58th Aviation 
Battalion prepared to assume full air traffic control responsibility of the 
following sites: 

Can Tho Qui Nhon 

Pleiku (Holloway) Saigon (H-3) 

Long Thanh  (N) Soc Trang 

Vung Tau 
i • 

With the expiration of the LSI contract at 2U00 hours on 15 July 1968, the 
change over from contract personnel to purely military controllers was i 
accomplished.    The LSI personnel would maintain approach control respon- 
sibility for Soc Trang. Vung Tau, and An Khe Aerodrome contingent upon the 
final approval by DCA of the Letters of Agreement for the facilities at 
tioc Trang and Vung Tau. 

(U)   With the continued growth of Army aviation and aviotion of 
other US Armed Forces,  it was apparent that more efficient and standardized 
equipment was raquli'od at many airfifilrls/liRliports for air traffic control. 
Plans were made for the acquisition of the AN/FSQ-75 fixed tower package. 
This package consista of the tower and cab, a three position FAA type 
console, three shelters containing tape deck equipment, radio maintenance, 
and other necessary monitoring and service equipment. 

Another item of eq'ji^nient programmed for use at airfields/heliports is the 
AW-3 portable cab.    This is similar to the AN/FSQ-YS, however it has only 
a two position FAa type console and does not have the three shelters. 
Locations and status of these two types of air traffic control equipment 
pre in lucloaure 3 ^ 

: 

J 



, 

1    ■ 
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SUBJECT:    Operational Report of Headquarters 58th Aviation Battalion (Fit 

Fac)(Mob) for Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 UIC WGGLTO     .. 

(5)    The 58th Aviation Battalion was notified on 11 July via 
message from the 1st Aviation Brigade, of the impending arrival of the 16 
Aviation Support Detachments  (ASD's) "B" Teams,    The battalion had init- 
iated sponsorship assistance visits to the planned locations of the in- 
coming ASD 's confirming preparatory actions in accordance with USARV Reg 
220-10.    These visits were conducted during the period 9-12 July. 
Sponsoring officers were personally contacted by the $8th Aviation Battalion 
staff representatives to insure that sponsors were aware of their responsib- 
ilities and prepared to receive the ASD's. 

• 

(6) The 16 incoming ASD's arrived in three segments, which were; 
:•■■'■}:, ■      ■■ 

(a) Cam Ranh Bay; OhlO hours, 26 July:    318th, 320th, 321st, 
326th and 327th. 

(b) Bien Hoa;  0710 hours,  28 July:    312th,  313th,  31hth, 
315th and 316th. 

(c) Bien Hoa; 2130 hours, 29 July:    317th, 319th, 322nd, 
323rd, 32Uth and 325th. 

..■'■■■    ■ ■ 

(7) The personnel of the ASD's arrived by air on the dates 
indicated above.    Their closure dates at their final destination are shown 
in Inclosure U.    The equipment for these ASD's was sealifted on three 
different vessels: 

*   : 
(a) Anniston Vic ~ docking at Cam Ranh Bay on 29 July 1968. ,'* 

(b) Steel Apprentice  - programmed docking at Qui Nhon on 3        • 
August ISSB. 

(o)    Cvcrsc.a;- Evelj-n  - sclicdulad for arrival at Saigon on or 
about 10 Augnnt I960. '. . '       . .- 

liOTE;    Problems em-ountürod with those moves will be covered during the 
next roport.ing period. 

(8) On 15 July 1968, Major Charles W. Sharp, SC, 076617, assumed 
command of the 125th Air Traffic Company. 

-,| 
(9) Mr. WilUam Harper, GS-13, was assigned as Flight Facilities 

Hepresent.itive  (FF'R) to the 58th Aviation Battalion on 22 July 1968.    He is 
under the  supervision of USAASO FFR at Headquarters, USARV.    His principal 
function is to extend the services of the Aviition Section, Headquarters, 
USARV,    His assignment to the battalion and his vast experJence in the air 
traffic control field are considered to be  a great asset towards nnnomplish- 
ment of the battalion mission. 

'3 •    : •  I' 
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AVBA-FF-C 11* August 1966 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report of Headquarters 58th Aviation Battalion (Fit 

Fac)(Mob) for Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CTOR-^ UK WQQLTO 

B, S-l (Personnel) 

(1) There was a continuing fluctuation of authorized strengths and 
assigned strengths during the period 1 May 1968 and 31 July 1968.    New units 
assigned and dates assigned are in Inclosure $.    Present authorized and 
assijnod personnel strengths are: 

As of 31 July 1968 

AUTH:    OFF-      70 ASGD;    OFF—      7U 
WO    -      16 WO    -        9 
EM    - 1317 EM    - 1227 

(2) PERSONNEL PROCESSING;    The ASD's assigned on 1 and 12 May and 
the An Khe Army Airfield Command were in country transfers and the personnel 
records were processed and picked up from the respective sites by a mobile 
personnel team dispatched from the 58th Aviation Battalion Personnel Office. 
The remaining ASD^ were deployed from CONUS and were processed by 58th 
Aviation Battalion personnf;! team at the respective ports of debarkation. 

(3) MORAIE;    The morale of the battalion as a whole has been 
outstanding. 

(a) Disciplina;    2 Special Court Martials and 1 Article 15. 

(b) Reenlistments and Extensions;    27 reenlistments and h9 
extensions. * 

(c) Mail;     In some outlying   ASD's mail had boon a problem 
primarily due to lack of transportation and failure to establish accounts 
with the resijootive APO's.    The major problem areas have been solved. 

(h)    Numerous uwavds and decorntions were  presented to battalion 
personnel.    Those awarded and those pending are shown in Inclosure 6. 

(5)    DISTRIBUTION:    With 39 separate reporting units covering 
the entire oonntry of South Vietnam the in country mail and distribution 
system has created large problmns in personnel actions causing from 30 
to U5 days delay  . 

C, S-2   (Intelligence) 

(1) Secret security clearances were requested by the 125th ATC 
Company Commander for all of his MOS 93B personnel. Of the IJ45 men in this 
'v-it.cgoi-y, 30 did not have any type of National Agency Check. The nenes,ia\-y 
forms are being prepared by the 125th ATC Company, to expedite clearances 
as required. 

h 
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AVBA-FF-C lli August 1968 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report of Headquarters 59th Aviation Battalion (Fit 

Fac)(Mob) for Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 UIC WGGIiTO 

(2) The 125th ATC Company has also requested crypto clearances 
for approximately U5 individuals.    This will involve personal contact 
between the individuals and the Battalion S-2, requiring visits to the various 
sites, and/or personnel being brought in to the battalion. 

(3) Validating clearances:    S-2 has processed records of 15% of the 
personnel" assigned to the battalion.    There were two major problems in this 
area: 

(a) The local files checks sent to the units are often 
returned late, due to tjjne involved in distribution, 

(b) For two months the S-2 was required to have security 
clearance validations signed by the 1st Aviation Brigade S-2 Officer.    This 
problem has been relieved in that the battalion now has its own clearance 
officer which aids in expediting tha validations. 

D.    S-3 (Operations) 

(1) On 17 Juno 1968, the 58th Aviation Battalion received notif- 
ication to commit a Tactical Air Traffic Control team, from the 125th ATC 
Company.    The team was to operate the airfield at Bao Loc in the Central 
Highlands.    The 125th ATC Company was notified and the team deployed.    Some 
problem areas arose in this move, however, with the publishing of the ravis-; 
ion of ÜSARV Reg 95-7, taase problems should be resolved.    The difficulties 
that were encountered ranged from the lack of preparation of approach plates, 
assiL'nod frequencies, and designation of the lia-oon from the supported unit, 
to the lack of previsions for billetiup. 

(2) Service Evaluations  of the various airfields and their facilities 
continue to be    cheduled, but can not be conducted on any regular basis, due 
to aircraft non-avallabillty.    In spita of the fact thflt these üvnluntlöns 
would be sclio biled nnd often hnve to be cancelled, since there was no aircraft, 
much was don^ iu this fi.pld.    The following locdtions were evaluated on the 
dotes shewn: ,..'. 

>   : 

Dinh Thuy 
Dak To 
f'leiku (Hollowayj 
Dak To 
Kontum 
Ou Chi 
Tay Ninh 
Dong Tarn 
Vung Tau 
Oul Mhon 

- 2k May 
- 29 May 
- 13 June 
- Ih June 
-18 June 
- 19 June 
- 19 June 
- 19 June 
- 21 June 
- 21 June 

(Recheck) 

An Khe - 21 June 
Bao Loc - 22 Juno 
Phan Thiet - 2k June 
Due Pho - 27 June 
Qui Nhon - 1 July 
An Khe - 1 July 
Vinh Long - Ö July 
Soc Trang - 8 July 
Phan Thiet - 13 July 
Phu Hiep - 22 July 
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AVM-PF-C lli August 1968 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report of Headquarters 58th Aviation Battalion (Pit 

Fac;(Mob) for Period Ending 31 July 1968, HCS   3F0R-65 UIC WGGLTO 

(3)    Battalion movement plans have been drafted and the overall plan 
for mowrnent of the battalion is approximately \il% complete.    Individual 
plans from each of the 33 suberdinate units are required and since 16 of 
these units have only recently arrived in country, there is a delay in total 
completion of this project. i 

(]')    The Air Traffic Regulation Center  (ATRC) is the primary operat- 
ional element for providing single-system managership by the Air Force 
Component Commander of all airspace over the land combat area.   Maximum 
coordination with RVN Air Traffic Control Authority is effected.    Flight 
following and/or flight direction of all aircraft and air vehicles is accom- 
plished to insure reasonable segregation of essential missions and to avoid 
conflict wll.h or divert nonparticipating aircraft.   The need for flexible 
airGpa:o control de;nands equaljy flexible airspace organization.   Through a 
serjüö of joint sassDons on Air Traffic Regulation, it was decided to co- 
locate six of the Army'a f Light following facilities with US Air Force ATRC 
personnel.    The functions of the Army system will not change after co-location. 
This co-lccation project was designated as project "Commando Indian".    The 
six sites chosen for co-location of Army/Air Force facilities and their status 
aro aa. foliwo: 

(a) Danang; 

(1) The USAF project team has revised the operational 
date from 15 June 1963 to 31 July 1^68.    This delay is primarily due to 
construction.    USAF site personnel are still predicting 1 September 1963 
or later as an operational date. 

(2) The building site for the billets is contemplated 
at the base of Monkey Mcnntain,    A firm date has not been established by 
the USAF as to when construction will be initiated, pending signing of 
contract with appropxlate agency. 

(i)    The high frequency radio's cannot be operated at the 
Monkey Mountain site.    A coordinated effort to remote all HF radios from the 
site to the base of the mountain is being made by USAF project team. 

(b) Pleiku: 

(\)    USAF operational date has been revised from 1 June 
1968 to 15 July 196H» This is pending the arrival and installation of air 
conditioners in the now operation building, the tentative operational date 
for US Army is 30 July ly68 pending USAF contemplated operation. 
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AVBA-FF-C Hi Auguat 1968 
SUBJECT«    Operational Report of Headquarters 58th Aviation Battalion (Fit 

Fac)(Mob) for Föriod Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSF0R-6$ UK WOGUO 

(2)   ÜSAF Billeting Officer assured us that billets will 
be available by 30 July 1968. 

(2)   All details of the co-locstion to include antennas, 
power, office space and messing facilities is being handled puccessfully. 

(li)   Matching the ÜSAF UHF & VHF radios to our key panels 
has been solved. 

(c) Hon Tre Island:    The operations building at Hon Tre Island 
is still in the hands of the contractor who is finishing the outside work, 
OIC of Port Call estimates its completion dote to be 7 August 1968.    He 
further estimates that the actual move into the building will commence on .l   ' ; 
21 August 1968. 

■  :.   ■  '.■•■    • 

(d) Ban Me Thuot:    The operations building at Ban Me Thuot is 
still in the hands of the contractor who is finishing the outside work,    OIC 
of Pyramid estimates its completion date to be 1 August 1968,    TSC-61 Van 
is in position to be ren;oted as soon as the inside work commences. •;   , . 

(e) Saigon:    Building construction with Paris control is 
presiintly one half completed.    The estimated completion date is 31 August 
1968. 

-     .  ' .   '     ■.■■1   •'■ 
(f) 3inh Thuy:    Co-location at Binh Thuy was completed on 9 ', 

July I960.    The site became operational at 1800 hours that dote,                                 .           , 

(5)    A request from the 16th CAG was received expressing the desire 
for technical assistance with regards to ATC activities at Chu Lai Airfield. 
The specific  problem areas were as follows: 

■", 

(a) Is Chu Lai A-.i-flfOd oi» noutrol zone or does it in fact 
consist of Hm T.ii Riot iii»\ f',\m Lai West? 

(b) What is  the autnnl  kviuy ATC rosiJonslbiHties to the III 
M/J''  Jn pnpporfc of Anni- oi^ruhions at Chu Lai? 

(c) The intended duties of the 3U8th ASD within the 16th CAQ. 

Several surveys were conducted and memorandums of understanding pi-oprnxul in 
an effort to resolve the above problem areas.    It was establinhcd that the 
Chu Lai Airfield is In fact a single cunplpy nouLrolled by III MAF,  on 



^MMMMOTBHMVMaV'«MVHMi«<w-*-~.-~»-.   ,,     , ,       .. ... ... .  .. —„,    . , ^^ ^ ... .^. . . . 

i    "   / 

■ 

: • 
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SUBJECT:    Operational Report of Headquarters 58th Aviat:'    . Battalion (Fit 

Fac)(Mob) for Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS UiFOH-65 UIC WGGLTO 

which the 16th CAG has tenant units.    The Amy (16th CAG) is required to 
provide a total of six air traffic controllers (93B) to support the airfield 
operations.    A further study revealed that there was no requirement for the 
3U8th A3D within the 16th CAG area of operations.    A recommendod^tion for 
the withdrawal and subsequent reassignment of the 3li6th ASD was submitted 
and approved by CG, 1st Aviation Brigade and CG, USARV.    The 3U8th ASD is 
progr   mod for movement in the near future. 

(6)    A survey of tv e ATC requirements at Ban Me Thuot (City) 
indicated a requirement for  a control tov/er and radio beacon.    This survey 
was conducted upon receipt of a letter from the 17th CAG requesting an 
Aviation Support Detachment for Ban Me Thuot (City).    The survey revealed 
that in addition to the 5': aircraft based at the field, the airfield was 
used regularly by VNAF, Air America,   ?M£ and some occasional civilian 
traffic.    There was no positive air traffic control at the airfield and 
plans had been made and approved to increaje the facilities at Ban Me Thuot, 
which in turn would increase the traffic count.    Based on these and numorons 
other findings, the 5^th Aviation Battnllioi. Bubmttted a roq uest. to the 1st 
Aviation Brigade for the establishment  of on ASD at Ban Me Thuot  (City). 
The request recemmended: 

(a) That an ASD be assigned to Dan Me Thuot City Airfield. 

(b) That the authorized grade of Lieutenant Colonel be the 
minimum acceptable grade in view of the requirement to coordinate with 
USA? and VNAF. 

' ■' . 

(c) That the 3148th ASD, which was currently located at Chu ^ 
Lai  (E)  and under consideration for re-deploymout be relocated at Ban Me                '' 
Thuot (City). 

The 1st Aviation Brigade has approved the establishment of an ASD at Ban 
Me Thuot and also the rooommciiidotion that the 3U8th A3D be so utilised. 
The meveuteub cumj'l . i.ijji will be contingent, upon the letter of agreement 
between the US ftnny and concernnd Vietn.imese agencies and officials«    The 
3J|8tli will b.?  attached to the 17th CAG.     Initial coordination with the 17th 
CAG has been effected by the 58th Aviation Battalion. 

(?)    Marine tlis reporting period it has been neceösar,   to conduct 
oictcnsive cc.mand/st.ji'f vicitd tc  r.ll ASD 3itcs-    The Battalion Coin/aauder has 
^ersonrilly .ik.du ai oz-rt effort to injure noCwSsary asolstancci is rendered the 
nouly organized A-iD'a from all aspects, . These visits have proven invaluable 
in the acquisition of information and the esUhl 1 shment of initial command/ 
11 ni pen relationships wiuh suppcn-b.i np-  units.    All existinp; Aviation Support 
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Detachments have received a minimum of two assistance visits and at least 
50^ have had the benefit of technical assistance inspections« 

E,   S-3 (Training) 

(1) An extensive driver's training program has recently been 
established for all 125th ATC Company personnel.    The program includes a 
test of International road signs, a USARV test, a company test and complete 
road test on the lA, 3A, and 2-1/2 ton vehicles. 

(2) Traininr classes were held for the entire 125th ATC Company 
IleadTuarters on the H-60 machinegun and included instruction and practical 
vorV on assembly, disassembly, care and cleaning, and operation of that 
weapona 

^    ^-j* jLogisylcs) 

(1) Equ;.pmnnt and supplies continue tc be short in the battalion, 
A zero balance is reflected on many TO&E itemso 

(2) The aircnift authorized, required, and on hand for the 58th 
Aviation Battalion Headquarters are as listed below: 

■ 

' 

TYPE AIRCRAFT AUTHOR:ZED REOUIRSD 0/H 

airplane. Utility U~1A 
Airplane, Utility U-6A 
Airplane, Utility U-21A 
Helicoptor, Utility UH-1D 

1 
1 
2 
1 

1 
1 
2 
1 

0 
0 
0 
0 

(3)    fhe radio teletype at Qui Nhon nas been unserviceable for 
nearly one year.,    Avai Table person» el have been vnable to locate the 
problem and asslotance is i'equired and requfsbed, 

(li)    Direct, solo-usor foimniinlcation linef a."e sorely needed at 
most of the battalion sites IAW USARV Regulation 95-7.    These circuits 
are even more critci rally needed now to decrease tvannnaaai onn ovur IIF 
imH-.n «i.ir-Ji MO hoing used in lieu of t.nletypt. 
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SUBJECT:    Operational Report of Headquarters $8th Aviation Battalion (Fit 

Fac)(Mob) for Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 UIC WQGUC 

0.    F].ight Ghee« 

(1) Service Evaluations conducted by this section during this 
reporting pe.-iod are listed under the S-3 operations. 

(2) The Service  Evaluation has proven to be an invaluable tool in 
maintaining the desired high standards of Air Traffic Control,    However, 
this section must have aircraft of proper category and type  (U-21) readily 
available   if an efficient and regularly scheduled program of any true value 
is to be conducted. 

H.    Safety 

(l)    In answer to a request by LTC Foster,  Commander,  3?9th ASD, 
stationed at Phuoc  Vinh,  for an Army Airfield Survey, an assistance team 
from the 53th Aviation Battalion was dispatched and the following actions 
were taken: 

(?)    A request for resurfacing of the runway, taxiway, and 
ramp was handcarried to II Field Force  on 11 June  1968, 

(b) A request for permanent lighting for the runway and 
taxiway was submitted on or about 1 April 1968, to USARV.    USiJW was unable 
to fill this request and suggested two temporary lighting sets be requested 
on a one priority.    This has been accomplisied, 

(c) MAJ Whoaton, Phuoc Vinh Base Project Officer for the 3rd 
Brigade,  101st Airborne,  stated he would have the 1391's for continuation 
of base operations, billets,  and now tower to II Field Force as  soon as 
possible, 

(d) A c.'ill was made  to the PA^E office reference  ennstruction 
of thu tower.    They stated it wuuld Vw   rstirfcnd in a week  or two.     Projected 
date uf nompVtion was  17 June  I960.     It had not bortii completed  as of the 
end of this rwporbiug j-tjriud, 

(e) Asbestos suits for the craah/rcscue crow members were  put 
on requisition.    Two additional crew members were obtained from the 162nd 
Assault Helicopter  Company nnd a crash/rescue fire truck was put on a 
priority one requisition and hnnd crrried to Saigon. 

(f) Additional'construct inn requosted by ETC Foster • inc. Iiirli;-!! n 
parking area for the C-13Ü and the couaLrnctlon of a Chinook pad  nnd 
jcl.lition.-.l   r.'mip nroa  on  thi   rmxr.lwest corner  of the Tir-ld. 

10 



(3)    The battalion in-country high frequency single side bond net 
was opened on h July 1?68 and on 5 July 1968 the UHF ana FM nets were 
activated. 

(k)    On 13 August 1968 two ITT Gilfillan field engineers were 
assigned to work with the battalion signal section.    These two personnel 
hava aided tremendously in providing the technical assistance required. 
We are still hampered, however, due to the lack of aircraft not being 
readily available for immediate response when problems arise  at the various 
sites.     In instfjuces the Navnid Outng«'1 time  could bo reduced by two- 
thirds , 

Jo    H1>.quarters Commandant 

(l)    Headquartors and Haadquai-tors Company has reviewed their 
dofensive plan and actions  to be taken in the event of an alert.    There was 
a lot to be desired in areas such as actions by personnel, where each person 
would go specii ically, distribution of weapons and ammunition, and Just how 
the 5ßth Avia+iou Battalion Headquarters and Headquarters Company tied in 

11 
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(2) On approximately 9 June, this section was directed to look into 
the idea of tower controllers requesting pilots to announce "hover check 
complete".    Brigade and Flight Check Section agreed with the  idea and it was 
incorporated in tower operations, 

• .    , ''• ■ 

(3) In addition to the above, pilots of gunships are now requested 
to report "Guns Cold'1 prior to landing, '■--['■ 

ih)    On J3 June, as authorized under AR 95-26 and with the approval 
of the USARV Safety Officer, it was determined that PRC-25 radios were 
authorized for crash/rescue trucks to allow two way communications between 
the crew and tower. 

I.    Communications 
■..'.■■ 

(1) Construction and installation of two 65 ft antenna systems was 
completed on 3 June 1968.    These antennae 's greatly enhanced the communications 
capability of the battalion signal section, 

(2) On 30 June 1968 the battalion SOI »a and SSI's were completed 
and initial distribution made.    Classification is confidential. 

• 
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SUBJECT:    Operational Report of Headquarters 58th Aviat:   i Battalion (Fit 
Fac)(Mob) for I^riod Ending 31 July 1968, RCS U3FOR-65 UIC WGGUTO 

with adjacent units in the overall plan,    A meeting has been proposed con- 
sisting of the Heaaquartes Commandant, 58th Aviation Battalion S-3,  and the 
62nd Engineer Battalion S-3, who has the responsibility for the subaector of 
Long Binh,housing the 58th Aviation Battalion Headquarters and Headquarters 
Company. 

(2)    SFC Edward C. Kelly \a departing as First Sergeant and is being 
replaced by SFC Ronald K. Parol, who recently arrived in Vietnam from Fort 
Rucker, Alabama, 

2.    Soocqon 2.  Lo'jspn.p Lsarngd;    Coomanc'era Ooservitions.  "valv^tiona. and, 
Rs.cp.imenuvi, ions. 

a.   SbXJÜtafißaaii 

(l)    As3ign..it;nt oi hOS 93B (Air Traffic Controllers) 

(a) OBöERVATIOW.    It has proven to be an insurmountable task 
to properly assign and rct\.lign vfithm the coinrivincl HOS 933 based upon a 
scroen of Field Perrso .nel fleocrcs. 

(b) EVALlUTIOil.    The 56th Aviation Battalion has 5S9 author- 
ized i-.OS 93B  (Air Traffic Controllers).    This battalion is the first air 
traffic control battalion in the United otates Army.    The battalion has 
positions for iiOS 93B varying frca flight following stations, flight 
following ccnterü, Vi'Tl Air Traffic Controllers at airfields with under 5,000 
nonthly traffic countj Vi?R Air Traffic Controllers at VFR airfields with 
over 30,000 monthly trafiic count, IFR Air Traffic Controllers at high 
intensity IFR airfields with approach control,  GCA radar, mid jet traffic. 
It has osen parai.iovint iron a Maraonnol runa^einent atandpoint to assign the 
properly trained -lan to uoct the neods of the specific site or airfield. 
The Field 201  File nor the i'OS contain adequate information on which to 
base prup«"V .iflniflnment.     Without ^roporly ü'alnod pornnnnel in the proper 
popitlon at the ap^rorlmatoly 4.0 olrflolnB and 20 flight fnllov/inp,  Btiitlon«/ 
centers throughout the combat 7.0110, the overall mission of the battalion 
suffers.    Tho personnel section ha'j r.uc.e up a quostionaire to aid in this 
oroccss.    A queationaire is only as viilid as tho quoationoo desires to mike 
'it. 

(c) RECCWiKNivriCN.    That Department of the Ar,ay assign adc.it- 
i..nfl1   pHll   identi.fiorb to h03 93B to reflect:    FAA Junior or Senior certi- 
iication controllers ticket, FCC only,   GCA cevMfiorl o/mi.Ton rr^  o-'ov l/nyj 
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GCA run experience level, and appropriate VFR controller experience factors 
or possibly revert to the Uo Air Force system of separate MOS for Flight 
Follov/ers,  IFR controllers, GCA operators, and VFR controllers with addi- 
tional skill as to experience or qualifications. 

(2)    liaas unit r.aplovTaent of same LOS  (93B) to RVN on same dates. 
. ''■.] 

(a) OBSER/iTMi.    In April, and July,   (24) Aviation Support 
Dwtachmonts \/cre doployed to RVN from CONUS. 

■ '.■"•'.' i 
(b) HiVALÜi/fKÄI. Baaod upon prolirainary investiL-xtion it is 

felt that there arc not enough resources within UiiiiRV to absorb for DJJROS 
th-j peak months March, April and Jxily of 1969 of this command. This will 
loava tho comnandcr^ with approxliately b5/> loss of critica.1 aabcts over 3 
specific vüonths. There might also arise a rociprical problem duo to tho 
nu-ibors involved of CONAilC school output quotas to fill the lc.rgo loss in 
these 3 specific months. 

(c) RECCUiEJIlATION.   That Department of tho Aray in the future 
when deploying to RVN a sparoe critical MOfa do so over at loast a 6 month 
period.    Further that CONARC study tho volume ruquironont for 93D's in April, 
liarch, and Ju.ly of 1969 and schodulo thejjf school output over a period of 
froi.i February 1969 through August 1969 to help with existxng DER03 problcn. 
If tho DEItOS probli.r.i cannot be solved by infuuion as anticipated, thon an 
adjustiAunt ol' DiiROS should be t,rantGd in this I«CS. 

b.    3-3 (Opornt^fifliP.) ' 

(i)   Lizsx&Sl 

{<.)    Observation.    Tho 5f!t,h Avintlnn Battalion his not rcoolvod 
any of ite   Hi'lioriTiod nirornft. 

(b)    Evaluation.    Tho 1st .-vintion Brigade Iv.s assisted within 
its indji.ntcd capihilitioo, in making ;iiroraft avaiJable to the 5'otn Avia- 
tion BattcJ.ion.    Hov/ovar, oven v/ith this acsint.mcc,  tno b,ittalion is in 
diro need of ito autliorizod aij-craft.    VJith tho arrival of tho last 16 
Aviation Support Dotachmonta, thirty-six .drficlds/hcliports in RVN .\ro now 
operated by unitr of the  5Sth Aviation Battalion,    This is exclusive of the 
capability to control an additional seven fully instrur.ontod installations 
should tho authorized seven raobiL; combat to-jns be deployed.    Those airflo'M»/ 
heliports and their personnel require flight checks,  service evaluntiona, 
co.-'   -nrl   inH +:-ohnif,.n Tflflintunn© visits.    In addition, imraodiato and 
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aufficiont rcsponso must bo available for assistanco in noving Tactical Air 
Traffic Control Toans, reduction of KAVAID outage time,  transport of con- 
tract tochnicc.1 naintonancü roprosontctivca, and onorgency gonorator repair 
parts, and oijinal. roplacoiiont Qquipj.ii.nt. 

(c)   Rocor.iTiOndation.    That tho authorized aircraft for the 
5öth Aviation Battalion bo issued.    Priority by type for a fr^.Rtiicjntod isouo 
should be Ö-2U, ÜH-1D, Ü..6A, and U-U. 

(2)    Unit Awtach^icnt Qrdorp 

(a) Obaorvation.    iiSD's Iiavc arrived in country and after two 
or uore week-},  attachn-jnt orders wore still not rocoivod by sponsoring units. 

(b) Evaluation.    The abscnau of thjso attachment ordüro tos 
rosultod j.n the ASD Ctcaiandijrs not being c.blc to obtain necotisr'.ry support. 
Specifically; dolaya in financial proc^Bs:uig of personnel, cstablislii-iunt 
of logistical support chauiols, and acceptance of doliniatod rouponsibilities 
by designated Sponsor unitij. 

(c) RocoLTicndation.    That r.ttichi.iurt orders be ij:anudia.tely 
published prior to a unit aovc and both tnc unit itself and tho sponsoring 
unit bo in receipt of copies. 

c    S>.3 (TraLain?) 

(l)    AoD Conr/nders 

(a) Obaorvatlon«    iiSD Co.jiundors are being eolocted and 
aüiiignod to the 5oth ..viatioa Battalion -without tho proper becliground in 
Air Traffic Control procedures. 

(b) Evaluation.    Tliin pjM.nt.ico lias rosultod in oxcoscivu del.-iyn 
in iiot-ihllnhino ^i'u^rrr ndulln1:fltorntivo and  f>i"-ir.r+.1r>n.Tl  pi'onorttTop n.-.o; innary 
for Büfu, offucidvo, and axiwirtltloua flow of air Lmffl« nt newly er.tablinhod 
-.viation Support DotArhr.iont locationsa 

(c) Rcicoi-iiaündatioa,    That rocoinia of tentative ASD Coruianders 
be «crooned for ATC background and that an orientation  course in ATC proco~ 
Cvu-os and operations bo ustablishod, preferably in-country,  for thooe indi- 
viduals floloctcd for this particular typo of assißnnont.    Thi;? course should 
bo conduct .u by tho 53th Aviation Battalion. 

u 
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d.    S-2 (intJlJ-itxcnco) 

iTono 

o«    S-^, (Loi^iatiGfl) 

(l)    Gonor-.tora 

(a) Obsorvction.    Tho iwature of gooorators tliroughout /iotiru-, 
uff^ucially in tliu air traffic control area of rosponsibility^ is at bost, 
inadaqucto. 

(b) Evaluation.    The authorizoc. power source ^rovidod to 
oparato tho Ai!/r?N~i8 is a hi^h opcod, 4-00 cycle, cir cooled gonorator of 
10 KI7 ca;j.'.city.    It requires 12.5.^^ of ^..owur to opciv.tü thu oquipuonti 
il^ny siiäilar cxar.plos or v.irijd and related aquipm&nt could bo provided, 
howovor, thu priiury cr.ujo for conconi in the generator field falls into 
the following areasä 

(l)    Obrjoletj generators beanf. used, resulting in e:rcos3ivo 
down txiaj involved in cross roforoncing for rcpr.ir part«, with diffarunt IA.I!;O3 
and Models..    There arc ao catalogs or spare parts available in the systai to 
iacilit.te repair of obsolcto goaorators pi'oscntly required to be used based 
on operational nocoaait", 

ig)    ilo syston ostablishod where generators can be turned 
in for repair on a direct exchange basis.    There are no floats available at 
any ochelon.    This procedure has resulted j.n generators on baud being used 
j.n o::c^cc of life e3^)oct,-.ncü,    iiir traffic control facilities can not bo 
operated on equiixient required to operate at 100!» ca^vcity;      Generators 
should oo C    '.lud and. assigned to support a unit of oquipiiont that der-jands 
no iioro thin 5ü)i   cipneity   at norml (v.urah:i.ons and only up to 65$ during 

In rV orioclp,    r„,;-.. r. • tor i^uipmout oporatod at 100£>  .capiictty 
dotoriorai    ; r. uidly in a coubat onvirom.iout.    Pistons,  connecting rods, and 
craidc :;ii.-j. t coiuioctiins oegin to dutoriornto aft>..r the first hour of o.jer-- 
.txon.    if in order to n'.int'.in 110 volts at 60 cyclos it requires a gener- 

ator to operate at 3600 IttH, the nuiibor of dcia-uid KW j.nast bo reduced  '.a age 
bocoues pri;"i>.ry on the oqulpiaentj  or increase Rxli, or accept sdiiotliing loss 
tiun 110 volts and 60 cyclos.    The latter is boing ^xperioncod thus eaualng 
an aacroase in inoperative eloctrlc equipment based on improper power supply. 
A singlo type turbmo generator cäp^tblo of supj'lylng .ill three typos of oloc- 
trical current rer.iiii-'.ri wer.ld ruduco the required PliL and should rosult in r. 
confli^f ■■■'hi'-« p'v.i.nr  both in cost .uid a'm hours r-qnivod iV.r -..Liini. m-ino. 

.- f: 
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(c)   Ror    ..cndr-tion.    That a slnglo turbi;u typo tjönorr-tör bo 
dovolopod for th<. air traffic cpntrol fiold which will produco 3 typoo of 
oloctrical current fron a singlo shaft.    Tho typos of ourront nood&d >:je 
400 cycloa, 110/200 volta and 60 cyclos 110 volts, and 20 volts diruct . 
cummt.    Th- DC ßonorator could bo designod l.'.rgü enough to su.nly povr:.r 
to excito the 400 cycle .and SO cyclo phase :JIC'. havo sufficiont povror 
rüXiUiJiinü to oporata radios. 

(2)    Er.utmaünt ahipping .priority 

(a) Observation.    Prosont roqviiröi.iouta mdicato th-t a site 
..tust bo ino urative,  io, goncrators out, radio cut — in order to rcquüst 
cjad justify a Conbat Essontial (CE) priority for tho ahipnont of n?.tori-.lff 
^aid/or «iqvipn^nb. 

(b) Evalu.tion.    Equi.p.ont shippod under Priority I (S ociöl) 
tahos at Ic.ist 3 '''.ys; Priority I (Routine) tokos at loa-t 5 days.    When 
taskod by UaAllV, ßrigac1- and Battolicm to ruovc kTC oquiiiaont, tho abovo 
Eumtioaud roqvdroraont is not often considoröd,  sinco in uost instancua tho 
ctquipQynt is Qüs4ud inrudiato^jr. 

(c)   Rucoimondati «•    That v;honüv..r ^ji ixtudlato n^od «xistc for 
oquipDünt, that this unit inist chip, tho directing  ■/^iicy (Uib.'JlV, Bdo.)    ' 
also infom AGO of lh^ i.U'^-ncy and arr u^,« xor thu appropriate priority, thus 
wllnioating tho uiuiecüss.iry dolay this av.xt uxpuvionc^s in thu justific •tion ■      . . 
Of  BvJUw, 

f.   fhdlSkiJßMtäJkstol 

i'lonu 

ß.    ß:±JJ$£pB-£MsSL). 

iiouo 

h.    feUoi'vi. XC'PJi^uixcai.ijüIsJ, 

(1) Observations•    u^wly aesitn&d school trained avionacs .uain- 
Lanancu pcraoniiel, :Ln gon^ral, lack the prof^'.'siünal knowledge and oaperi" 
^nce n^wded to provide  tho requirod lev^l of »u, jLnton:uicü for thoee .-ibD's, 
oqv.ipped with e-ithor tho ÄQ-VS or the AU~3 paolcbgo. 

(2) Lvalu-.tion. The 5ßth /.viatlnn Battivllon hau the responsibility 
of su.-ox-V3 fing tho operation of thirty n i-'ÜQ-VS's and aev^n AV/-3 ir;'i'- con+.r<i1. 
t.ovrors.    Tho ivilntenance ooncopt, for o.'.ch of th.is<. lfAA ^oMs&m ip to 

i 
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provide on sito direct aad general support naintcnanco.    Conplete shop 
nalntunenca fi'.cilitius   --.ro provided along with on site stockago of DS repair 
parts.    GS p:.rts pccul—ir to the ThA oquipiutnt nrc maintained at n oüntml 
location v/ithin thü battalion.    Initial porsonnel, liOS 351', for these sites, 
w^re school trained at tho FA^i school, Cklahora. City, OklahcLic, prior to 
doplpyuunt to Vietnam.    Personnel, tower equipnent, test cquipnent and oper- 
ator mnunls ucru not progra;.-äiod to arrivo in country sixiultaneously.    Person- 
nel arrived in Vietnau five to nine nemths prior to the scheduled installation 
of the I'VJi. styled control towers.    Until such tiao as the installation of tho 
./..A sites bc^an, thwSO personnel were pl:,cod in .ivionics units '/hui'c thoy 
could mintain their proficiency.   Upon asoignHont tc this organizction, the 
35L FAA Schocl trained personnel were intoTviewed by the Signal Officer.    In 
practic :lly ail cases the interview revealed: 

(a) A period of six to seven nonths had elapsed sine avionics 
conrnunications equipment repainion h;-.d worlced with F;ü» installed equipment. 

(b) They lacked the oxperienco to initially maintain the equip- 
ment at the DS and GS level without close supervision and assistance.• 

(c) A gonural loss of retention due to thw long period between 
coi.ipletion of tho course and actual contact with tho equipment. 

(d) While awaiting assigunent to this organization,  351' personnel 
vci-o ur.ed in areas not related to th^-ir JlOS and they were thus unablu to main- 
tain and Increase their electronic proficiency okill« 

(u)    At -arfields whoro the F3Q-75 has been installed over the past 
two to three months thu following observations IVLVC been r.^.de: 

li)    Highly :-,;Otivated, and knowlodgofiblo FAA school trainod 
pjrsnnnol   f^AS 35L) ha.vo been able to iaiini-..-.i.n tho oquiprjont in a satis- 
factory state with iiinlvwiin iiiii-jrvlnlnn. 

(2)    Persoimol lacking pursonnl   Initlntivo, although knowlodgo» 
'.blc on tile cqiiipii^nt, arc failing to maintain the equipment properly and 
prob] on areas are developing. 

{2)    Personnel Inciting the know.lodfcO and oxporianoU| whether 
motivated or not,are unable to isolate the trouble and/or take the luoßssrry 
corrective action to repair the equipment.    Cases have resulted whoro thoao '■■', >» 
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(f)    In thoory, tho concept of on-sito DS and CIS maintoncmco 
givüs tho .'ISD Coiicndcr an imodiato intornai ur.intonanco repair capability. 
In ruality, tho progran, as ostabli&hcd,  i3 noithor roalistic nor practical, 
Howly drained hOö 35L avionics corniunic ^.tions aquipnont ropairmün with a 
total rf twenty-ono wüoks of schooling arc expected to display tho profes- 
sional conpotonco connensurato with an oloctronics naintananco technician 
with nany ycarj  oxporience.    Thoso porsonnel are further Qxpoct^d to operate 
in aröQd where no iiaaodiatu suporvisior, knowlodgiablo in tho oquiptiont, is 
available to provide iviraodiato guidance and assistance. 

(3)    Action takon.    Confronted with a lack of experienced porsonnel, 
tho foUowing action has b-on taken by the 58th Aviation Battalion; 

(a) Pürsonnül with coüiaunicationa riOo's arc intwrviowod by     . 
tho Battalion Signal Officer prior to initial assignnont. 

(b) A ».'ofroahcT course on general radio and navigational aids 
is provided within the battalion to those porsonnül sohöäuloö to nalntaia 
üqui^.iont :X loctions where nintaun twdinical supervision and assistance 
is available. 

(c;    i'ianning each location, uhoro possible, with two rvionics 
oormunioationB uquipaent ropairp.en,    (Priority is ^iven to those areas whurp 
doficioncios .'xe Moot prevalent.    Pairin^ of strong  aid weak pt/rsounol is 
also desirable.) 

(d)    Provide reaction toon porsonnel at the battalion lovel to 
give iicaediato assiatanco to avionics COJ xiunic..tions ^wraonnol v;hen necoss.'.ry, 

(o)    Conduct frequent staif visits to all loc?.tion3 for tho 
i3iu:;jo^e of dotomining status and level of mintoaanco on equiiMiont. 

(f) Puminh nps.1stancrt by FAA porsonnel to si^cs WIMI nocosamy. 

(g) Provide a back-up riiv.et .suj^KU-b fi^hint.y Lo tho ASD'a 
freu rosouroos wltlijji the bfittalion. 

(h)    To succossfully ii^leaont this concept into a workable 
prograr.), it is o^nonti.".! that personnel vrith a sufficient ex^v-lnnno' l(.v,:1 
be yuplnyod at lofi:t.ii>no UIP.-IM (Wvcnf. mij..ivvlfdnri nnrl   nnriint-nnco 1H  not 
iVi-idily avnil-hlo. 

i.  Mäb£ 

Flight Safety 



j•    0th^r 

(l)    Rad;-.r ect .AiJ/TPK-lQ is boing u.plcyc-d :..n Viotnau as both tactical 
and rixoc. installation üquipnont,    ü^ to dato ; aintuiaxiCü ijanuala aro not in 
country in quantity to :.ilpv jnoh GCA luait a copy.    Consoquently,  spare ^arts 
:.irc- borne requisitioned in sono cases lor tho AN/PPH.- 8.    übeejsive    down 
OL.IC for liiintonraco is boing ucporioncod due to the following factors. 

(i)    A clearly dufxiiod support ruintenence capability Ins not 
been ustabliahod or apecific OSU assigiLients rude. '      . * 

(b) '.wD'.tj havo a^^oachod direct support units only to discover 
thai a I'LL waa not constituted nor were radar tochnicions available. 

(c) Contract civilian technical rcprcsontativos frou tlio 
Cfilflllian o-ji- .oratii n hav^ lost intcrcnt in their prlmvy toohnleal assis- 
tanco i.iiüsir:.,, bocauso t]ioy .'tru i^^Mri.-.ncinp rsroosfllvu rtolnys in reaching 
GCA equip: ,nt siteg thit vrc out of p^rvico. 

(d) Atvowpts tc Correct c above resulted in two Gilfillian 
technical represcntativoa b<i.1ng assignücl duty \/ith tho 5öth Aviation Sattr.lion. 
TLe lad: of asnignod nircr.rrt, howover, hanp^ira this upproaoh to tho toch- 
mc .1 acsietonc^ pro^nm. 

RucouiJoncUition,    A Direct bupport/Genoral bup^ort unit be organltW"«1 

vatli thu single specific idssion of supporting all cspocts of u-nnton rioo 
ruquirod i'ov air traffic  control equip.'.out.    This vuiit Sivmlrt K   imdor tho 
cfiinnH  .VJ)V,TI>1   i>r 1.110 unit, •.•is «ms-iM^  fur   •.TC ,irtivit.i,>p. 
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(1) Observation. Staff Officers gonorally do not havo aircraft 
available for regularly achcdulod flights and thcreforo uay not be as profi- 
cient as aviators in flyin« aspicix-ients. - -. 

(2) Evaluation. Although staff officers normally nake every attonpt 
to stay current and proficient, they often have to fly various types of air- 
craft either fixed or rotjy wing. This of courao is dependent upon aircraft 
availability and individual qualifications. In this situation, those officers 
ofton find thensclvcs at the controls of aircraft that they hove not rocontly     . rj 
(30 - 90 days) flown, Thoir confidence is shaken and their proficiency is 
bolow par, eapeci.JLly in regards to eucrgency procedures. 

(3) Recornncndation. All staff officers should fly with an aircraft 
ooanandor or instructor pilot in the aircraft and should utilize tho appro- 
priate checklist as required, by reflations. 
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AVEA-FP-C H August 1968 
8GBJSCT:    Oporation;'.! Report of ileadquartors 58th Aviation Br.ttalion (Fit 

Fac)(Hob) for Period Ending 31 July I960, RCc   .SFOR-65 UIC WGGLTO 
i 

(2) The AlI/roQ-70A roquiros nodificction of tho controllor "Sxin Dock". 
Tho prosont ooofiguratlon on tho "sun dock" should bo onlirgod so that both 
controllors ^an obscrvo tho traffic pc.ttorn, runways and taxiwaya. 

Tactical Air Traffic Control Toons onployod in support of a 
forward airstrip era equipped with an AN/TSQ-70A (control towor), ÄN/TSQ-71 
(von for rad.-'j scopo) and two AK/QRC-25 (boacons).    With proper naintcnanco 
Lianagciiont this soloction of oquipuont has provocl v^ry satisfactory for tac- 
tical operations except for limiting tho tower to only ono ccntrollor who 
can obsorvo traffie.    During tcctical operations in Viotncn tho traffic den- 
sity is uixod fixod wLig  (C-130,  C-123, C7A) iutorlacod with holicoptors 
(UK-ID, UH-1C, CH-47}. 

Tactical strips arc usually inprovod'dirt strips without 
taxiwayi ..nd liiiitod parking rjid unloading areas.    Tho inadequacies of facil- 
ities at a forward tactical airstrip usually results in two anc. souetinos 
throo traffic pattoms.    Two helicopter patterns-, one on oithor side of tho 
strcight-in fircocl winr; pattern.    Traffic count during thoso tactical oper- 
ations has excluded 1200 operations p^-r day.    At tt ,03, weather conditions 
cletenorr.te,   resulting in further work load for the one controller when ho 
aasuues thu rpsponsibility of approach controller in addition to continuous 
'i/FR helicopter operations. 

Roconriantaticn,    The ÄlI/fSQ-70/i be so nodified as to pornit t.liroo 
controllers to observo aircrr.it traffic siuultaniously.    liodificcitioi'. Should 
conaidor easo of transportability and tho third controllor would serve as a 
data position ran. 

(3) Thu AiJ/TäQ-71  shelt^.T that houses the radar scope for tho 
AN/TPN-lC and GCA radios ia a satisfactory arrangonont for tactical opor- 
ations whoro oiily a liighly trained operator is required for short durations. 
The Ai./TBQ-I? ancl Ai./TPW-lii .ire being employed seven out of uight tiiies as 
fixed installation oquipnont in Viotnaa,    The Shelter  (AN/röQ-7l)  unployed 
in this 1 tinner is nnr.t.inf.->ntory for tho following reasons: 

(a) Monthly contr'.n.a-  u..inin,'T rufpilroB a facility rated 
controller to uonltor all   ^.^.r..chos.    It is v^ry m-mpod wh^n two people 
occupy the shelter. 

(b) Wc provisions r.ri.st to t'po, looorvi niipi*'>tcluifi in ori.er to 
sareguard the oo/itrollfr or involved avirtor in case of equipMiait «wlfunction 
or r.untruJLLtt.   litu/ . 
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ÄVeA-FP-C U August 1968 
SUBJECT:    Oporationol Report of Hocdquarters 58th Aviation B.-ittr.lion (Fit 

P^c)(Hob) for itöfiod EncUng 31 July 1963, RCS CSFCR-65 UIC WGGLTO 

(c) Provcntivo r,Tr.inton^.nco ciruiot bo perfomod without diti- 
contir.uing opnr;v:.ionr> o. the oquipn.-nt, Rcdios can not bo roplaccd while 
equlpncnt is being oporGtcd bocauao thoro ia inadäquate roon in tho sholtcr. 

ReccttttKTaJiitiOT.    Tho TüQ-71  shelter should be so rodlfiüd or ropl.v.cod 
as tc providö n «holtcr configur».tlon \;5.th nd&quate space for roquirod con- 
troiritii-s   rä nupcryiscffB,    In addition, all rTG oquipn^nt should bo prograxmod 
to jiavo a tapo rcjordlng capability. 

k.    Vhc i'oC^ntly r.,co;Tiizcd r^quironont for an air traffic control 
capability uithln tho &ray Tactical Avlition concept is still in its infancy. 
The ar.jor problons are that of uducation of coa^indcrs.; the cstablishnont 
of sufficiently high prioritios on procurenont of proper oquiprient, repair 
p^rts,  md personnel  trained to the de-groc of proficioncy dictated by tho 
complex oqulp.-.iü.nt in/olvedi 

6 Incl 
as * 

tätigt: vM' 
COL,  AR 
CoDiuanding 

Ü3STRI3UTI0N; 
1 - thru channols to ACS for DA 
■■' -  Lhru OG C.'.y.KV to ACS for DA 
^ - CG LiiAP.V  , 
,,! - CG 110/115?/•: 
■I - CG lot Avn Mo 
1 • 3-3 op-jr?.'.ional file 
1 ■■ S-3.-    '    tircn]  history filo 

*Incls  1,   4,   5,   6 w/d HQ, DA. 
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AVDJUC (U Aug 68) 1st Ind 
SUBJBCTl    Operational Report of Headeuarters 58th Aviation Battalion (Pit Fac) 

(Mob) for Period Endinß 31 July 1968,  RCS CSFOa.65 ÜIC WGGLTO 

DA, HEADQUARTERS, 1ST AVIATIOII DRIGAD3, APO    9638A SEP ^    1(ft8 

TlIRUt    Commndinc General,     Ited States Amy Vietnam, ATTNi    AV3inC-DA, 
APO   96375 
Canmandetwin-Chief, United States Anny Pacific, ATTNl    GPOP-DT, 
APO   96558 

TOr       Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the 
Airy, Washington D.C.   20310 

1. This headquarters has revlcved this report,  considers it to be adequate, 
and concurs with the contents. 

2. The follovdnc ad 'itional cormentc are considered pertinent: 

a. Para^ranh 1b(5), pace 4.    Smeriencc with in-country mail rorvice 
at this hc-dnuarters indicates tlar.t the delays c. perirnced by the 5Sth 
Aviation Dattalion are nxessivc.    It is felt that since this Headquarters 
is serviced by the omc APO as the 5ßth Aviation Battalion, the average 
transit tine to outlying units of ap-roxlaately 5 to 7 days exncrlGnced 
by tlüs Hecdquartors vould be represcntativo of tliat cxneilcnced by the 
5oth ^iviatiori Battalion.    The establishment of A?0 accoiuits as indicated 
in p/migraph 1b(3)(c),  should reduce the delay oj^orienced by the 5Sth 
rtVi.r.tion   attrlion. 

b. Paragraph 1f(2). pane 9.    Concur idth the anthori.zation of aircraft 
as st- ted in tiie ÜPLI., however, the aircraft vrc:« not recognized by the 
196C Cloned Loop conference and thoi-efore asr.et:; wore not allocated to 
USAIiV to fill the: vacancies.    As aircraft have  become available to USAR^ 
they have been issued to the 1st Aviation Brigade.    A U-6A uas ianned to 
the 50th Aviation Battalion on 17 August 1968.    One U-lA is being prepared 
for Is. uc \,y t]\<.   3/,.th General Support Group and v.lll be iartiod to the 58th 
Aviation ' .'     Lion when ready for is rue.    One of the U-ZI's assigned to 
the 1st Avi tion Brigade Flight Detachment Is scheduled with priority of 
missions to  'Jhr 5Cth Aviation Battalion,    The 125th ATC Connany, a subord- 
inate v.*.'     )_" l.lie 58th Aviation Battalion, has one U1U1D in excess to 
their aut .orizatlon. 

c. Paragraph 1f(3)» p'ge 9.    Tlae radio teletype at Qui llhon has been 
repaired, 

d. Paragraph 1f(A)» page 9.    On 5 September 1968 this headquarters 
directed the 58th Aviation Battalion to submit rcouoots for cole-user 

1 

communication linos IA..
T
 JSARV Communications aectronics Instruction 82-iU 

USARV üCJU has final ap Toval authority. 
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AVBiuc SEP 8   1968 
SUBJECT«    Operational Benort of Iloadoiiarters 58th Avin+'   n Battalion 

(Fit Fao)  (Mob) for Period Unding 31 July i960,  RCS CSFOR.65 
UIC UGGLTO 

0.    Paragraph 2a(l), pago 12.    Denartnent of the Amy has aorigmd 
additional skill identifiers to the 93B IIOS series an reccmnendod. 

f.    Paragraph 2a(2), pace 13.    Thla headmiartera is currently preparing 
a letter to USAIIV stating this same reconmendati^n. 

FOR THE CCtJIANDERl 

»1 

HA. KU' 
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AVHGC-DST (14 Aug 68)    2d Ind MAJ Klingmar/hga/l£N 4433 
SUDJECT:    Operational Report ol Headquarters, 58th Aviation Battalion 

(Fit Fac)(Mob) for Period Ending 31 July 1968 RCS CSFOR-65 
UIC WGGLTO 

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES AMY VIETNAM, M>0 San Francisco 96375 E 8 OCT 1988 

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTNs GPOP-DT, 
APO 96558 

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned 
for the quarterly period ending 31 July 1968 from Headquarters, 58th 
Aviation Battalion (FEH). 

2. Conments  follow: 

a. Reference item concerning flight safety, page 18, paragraph 21: 
Nonconcur.    All aviators are required to use an appropriate checklist 
when flying. 

b. Reference item concerning radar set AN/TPN-18, page 19, paragraph 
2j(l):    Nonconcur.    1-iaintenance support for all ATC equipment, including 
technical assistance, is defined in USARV Circular 750-2, dated 20 
January 1963,    The unit will be so advised. 

c. Reference item concerning AN/TSQ-70A, page 20, paragraph 2j(2): 
Concur.    This recommendation was submitted to the USAASO Tactical Air 
Traffic Control Study on 2 August 1968. 

d. Leference it.em concerning AN/TSQ-?! shelter, page 20, paragraph 
2j(3)!    Concur.    The requirement for a larger OCA shelter for fixed or 
semifixed station installations and the requirement for incorporating a 
tape recorder into the AI<i/T3Q-71 will be submitted by this headquarters 
as recommendations to the USAASO Tactical Air Traffic Control Study Group. 
nonconcur with the requirement to increase the size of the AN/TSQ-71 
shelter.    This equipment was designed as a highly mobile, air trans- 
portable CCA shelter for tactical operations. 

F0;t THE COMMANDER: 

CPI. ACC 
ASST. ADJUTANT GENERAL 

Cy furn: 
H^ 1st Avn Bde 
HQ 58th Avn Dn 24 
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GPOP-DT  (1A Aug 68)    3d  Ind 
SUBJECT:    Operational  Report of HQ,  58th Avn Bn  (Fit Fac)(Mob)  for 

Period Ending 31 July 1968,  RCS  CSF0R-6rj      J) 

HQ, US Army,   Pacific,  APO San Francisco 96558        7 DEC 1968 

TO:    Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development,  Department of the 
Army, Washington,  D.   C.   20310 

1. This headquarters haa  evaluated subject report and forwarding 
indorsements and concurs   in  the report as  indorsed,  with the additional 
coinment below. 

2. Reference paragraph 2b,   Ist Indorsement:    The 5th Aircraft Closed 
Loop Support Conference,  convened in October 1968, has recognized this 
unit's aircraft authorization.     Issues will be made as  assets become 
available. 

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF: 

C. I. SHCRTT 
CPT, AGC 
Asst AG 

Cy fum: 
CG USARV 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
HBAOQUARIERS 58th AVIATION BATTALION (FFM) 

APO San Francisco   $»6381i 

AVB/l-FF-C lU August 1968 

SURTECTs    Organisation of 58th Aviation Battalion (FFM) 

EN HQ 

HHC 125th Air 
Traffic Co 

»19 
ASD 

16th 
Signal Co 

An Khe 
AAF 

**16 
ASD 

■■ . I . - 

;'     ..;•■ ■  ■ ■■ 

* "A" Team-. 
«» "B" Teams 

rwloninxj ? 

.     ■ ■ ■ i . 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
HEilDQUARTSRÖ,  5ÖTH AVIivTICN BATTALION (FFW) 

APO San Francisco   96384 

AVBA-FF-C 14 August 1968 

bilBJECT:    AH/raQ-75/AW-3 Installattona     ■ 

AH/FäQ.-75'3 

1, Long Binli (H) - Avfailing Tower Construction, No EDC 
2, Dong Ba Thin - Tower Operational 
3. Ploiku (Holloway) - Tower Under Construction, No EDC 
4. Dragon Mt. (Honsel) ~ Tower Operational 
J). Phu Hiep - Tower Operational 
6. Soc Trang - Towor Operational 
7. Vuiig Tau - Coiuiaibsionud 
8. Qui Nhon - Commi.osioned 
9. Can Tho - Coaaissioned 

10. Long Theuih - Coiiiiaissioned 
11. Cu Chi - Operational 
12. Vinh Long - Awaiting Flight Check 
13. An Khe Hain - Operational 

AW-3'3 . 

1. Phu Loi - Towor Operational 
2. Bien iloa (H) - Towor Conütruction Complete 
3. An Kho (GC) - Tower Construction Awaiting AW-3 Installation 
4. Dong Tam - Construction not Startod 
5. Tay ilinh (W) - Towor Construction not Covvploted 
6. An Son (Phu Tai) - AW-3 Doing Inptallod 
7. Bearcat (H) -- Tower Conetinwtion Couplcto, AW-3 to ho instnllnd 
approxiwattily ?.n /vngust 1968. 

Jnol OsTiiro   ^ 
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The following Items are recommended for inclusion in the Lessons Learned 
Index: 
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ITEM 1 

* SUBJECT TITLE 

** FOR OT RD # 

***PAGE # 
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SUBJECT TITLE 
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ITEM 3 

SUBJECT. TITLE 
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* Subject Title: A short (one sentence or phrase) description of the item 
of interest. 

*' FOR OT RD #  : Appears in the Reply Reference line of the Letter of Trans- 
raittal.  This number must be accurately stated. 

***Page :    That page on which the  item of interest is located. 


