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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Headquarters, 54th Signal Battalion (Corps)
APO US Forces 96350

AVFA-SB 15 February 1969

SUBJECT: Operational Report of 54th Signal Battalion (Corps) for Pericd End-
ing 31 January 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1).

T™:  SEZ DISTRIBUTION

1. Section 1, Significant Organization Activities,
a. General. '

(1) During the past quarter, the 54th Signal Battalion (Corps) contin-
ued to supply command and control communications for I Field Force Headquarters.
This support included High Frequency Radio Teletype, Single Sideband Radle
(Voice), Commnications Center Operations, Switchboard facilities, Very High Fre-
quency Radio (Multichannel), FM Radio-Wire Integration, Photographic services,
and Air and Ground Messenger service. The battalion continues to operate an AM
and FM radic station, broadcasting taped music, The MARS station, in prowiding
services to I FFORCEV snd other pexsonnel in the Nha Trang area, completed 932
phone patohes to the United States. The battelion continues to support combat
operations within II Corps Tactical Zone with 18 cperating detachments providing
command and contrel communications between I Field Force Headquarters and units
ynder ito operational contral,

(2) The 54th Signal Battalion remains organized under TOE 11-15D, How-
ever, proposed "G" series MIO & E has besn submitted and is pending DA approval.
Battalion organisational chart and listing of key personnel are attacliad as In-
clopures 1 and 2. -

b. Intelligence. Negative.

‘¢ Operatioms and Training Activities.
(1) Flana, Negative.
(2) Operations,

(a) Commnications Supgort for the 173rd Adxborne Brigade. The bat
talion continues support of the 173rd Abn Bde with a communications center, high
frequency radio teletype, single sideband voice, and two 12 channel VIF systenms:
V11, V12 (L2 English~in Khe). On 17 Decembor, the 167th Signal Company (RR) pro-
vided a 12 channel VHF system (V-44) in support of the 173rd Airborne Bde betwesn
FOR oT ur
69169
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firebase Larry and An Khe., This cystem continued operation until 28 Jamuary 6
To support & 173rd request for more trunking capability between LZ English and
an Kihe, the battalion demcdulated ths V12 cystem ot An Xhe, providing tun nA-
dltlonal trunk circuits. Previoualy, V12 was relayed at Hon Cong Mtn and not
demodulated, On 15 January, the battalion was taskad with providing a TRC-24
system with relay on Nul Ba Mountain (CQ61695) in support of the joint 173rd-
Cepitol ROK Division operation Darby larsh II. This support continuas, On 31
January, the detachment at Phu Hliep was inactivated due to the relocation of

the supported unit,

(b)  CommunicAtdons Support for Tesk Forco South. The battalion
cantihues to support Task Force South with high frequercy radio teletype and
single sldeband voice communications linking I FFORCEV HQe with the Task Force
HQa. The 3/506 and 3/503 Abn Inf Bns continue to be provided with 4 channel Vi
(MRO=112), Additional requirements during this reporting period for taletype
communications between Task Force HQas and the advisors to the 44th and 53rd ARV
Rogt resultod in the deployment of one VSC-2 to Di linh and one MGC=17 %o Song

(o) T « Support for the
3/506th Inf Bn at Phan Thiet continued. High frequency radio teletype, communi
cation center operations, and singlo sideband volce radlo were provided for com
mnications between I FFORCEV HQs and ths 3/506th Inf Bn., Commundcations to th.
province senior advisor, Binh Thuan Provines, is provided by a 12 chanuel VHF
aystem (V17) botween Song lMaoc and Phan Thiet.

(d) ;OMIINL catlons o) 0 any B SHE G Q 88, Th(
battalion continued its support for Company B, 5th Special Foroes with secure
telotype between Nha Trang and Fleiku.

(O) O Iunl 0§ - Aal. 41 T 200 .U .
battalion continued to provide agoure communications to the I FFORCEV liaison
officer with the Gth ROK ut Ninh Hoa with high frequency radio teletype supple-
mentod by asingle sideband volce communications,

(f) omund cationg § RO LG e Gand ot ROR 2430 , ol
Support continued to the I FFORCEV liaison officer consisting of secure high
frequency radio tcletype and singlo sideband voice commtinications., Additional
support wos provided on 12 November when a radio team (ANAVRC-47) was deployed
fer FN communications between CRID LNO and US and ROK tactical units, This ca-
pability was again provided on 17 Jan 69,

(e) mm».mmm The 3rd platoon, 167th Sig
nal Company (Radio Relay) continues normal operations providing VHF imlticheane

radio conmunications between Ploiku and &n Khe, and Vung Chua Mtn and LZ Englisl
On 4 January, the battalion installed a troposcatter torminal (TRC-97) at Hon
Cong Mtn, completing the T-43 system botwoen Nha Trang and An Khe,

(h) W&MMMMM Tho 167th
§ignal Company (Radio Relay) continued support of tho 4th Inf Division at Pleiln

with VEF communications betweon Pleiku and Dak To for the entire quartir. 4 re
lay continues to operate at the Dak To MACV Compound, :

2
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(1) Comunications Support for DS II Corp:, The battalion contin
ucd to supnort DSA II Corps with high frequency radio aczcure teletiype.

(j) Misccllangous. During this reporting period, two troposcatter
(TRC-S7) systems wero ostablishcd to furthor cnhance command end contrel communie
cetions in the II Corps Tactiecl Zone, The first aystem, T42, is terrinated at
Hon Tro lsland in the Nha Trang arca and Dragon Min in tho Pleiku arca., The sgec~
ond systam, T43, is torminated at Hon Tre Ialand and Hon Cong Mtn in the 4n Kho
arpa, Thc establishmont of these systems has given OPCON units in thoso arces
more direet communications links to HQ, I FFORCEV and provides improved oa.pa.bﬂity
for alternate routing, thus reducing circuit vulnerability, With the establish~
mont of the T43 system, ths VHF radio relay sitc at Vung Ro Bay was no longer ro-
quired and inactivated on 16 January 1969,

(k) gontinuing Battalion Projcots.

1, DModernization of Facilities (Sites). The sitc improvement
program has besn continued during the past quartar resulting in improvoed opera~
tions and dofensc posture at the two largest dotachments, Det 11 LZ English and
Dot 10 ot Phan Thiet., Improvement offorts aro now underway for thc sitos located
at the Capitol and 9th Republie of Korea Divisions.

2« Installation of High Gain O0E-15 Antennas. 4Although start-
ed in this reporting poriod, tho installatdon of the high gain OE-15 antennas on
oxtsting TRC-24 systemn will continue into the next quarter. To date, two systems
V=17 (Song Mao~Phan Thict) and Vé8 (Vung Chua Mtn-Hon Cong Mtm) ave cporating with
CB-15 antonnas. It is planned to convert two more systems to tho OE-15 antennas,

V7% (Ploiku~Dak To) and V11 (Hon Cong Mtn-LZ English), during the next quarter,

3. Quality Contrel of II Corps Tactiocel Zono Talephonc Serviac
The batielion contimies to conduct a dally survey of selceted telephone circuits
as reported in tho OFLL for the poriod ending 31 October 1668, Results of this
progrom continue to be very favorable. Clreult reliabllity and quality haes showr
a stosdy increase since initiation of this progrom.

(3) Training,

(a) ] Battalion Roduced Distance Treining Exarcises. To insure
that continued raliable communications capability is maintained, a series of unan
nounced roduced distance training exercisos are conducted, These exorcises are
considered essential due to tho rapid turnover of personncl and the necessity for
comprohensive toam treining,

() Non-Battalion Formel Iraining Conduclied Durdng the Last Quertor
SOURSE LENGIH £ ATTENRED IOoL.L HEG
i/ TRC-STB 80 hr 28 R240
Ceble Splicing 80 hy 10 800
Inclosure 1 3




L /TRC=24, 80 hr 10 800

Tal Key System Mrintcnance 80 hr 2 160
L/ GRC-50 Maintenanca 80 1 80
o/ @RC-106 Maintenance 120 hr 1 120
.N/GRC=106 Operations 60 hr 2 120
Circuit Reastoration 48 hr 2 g6
TS 56 416

(4) Chomical, Negative.

(5) PSYWAR. In support of the PSYWAR program, the battalion operates
a high frequoncy radio broadcast station for HQ, II Corps (.RVN),.

d, Logistics,
(1) Supply.
(a) Thris unit has roquested direct oxchange of 23 itema through
the Closed Loop Support Program during this quarter; to date, two cech TT-76's
have boen exchanged,

(b) Tolophone coordination with Cem Ranh Dupot to improve Closed
Logp Supnort has benn fiade with minimel results as of this reporting date.

(o) The following mnjor ond items of COMEL equipment were received
during the quarter:

LIRM {3
Extended Rango 4Lnterns Kit OE-15 7
“ Radioc Set AN/PRC-77 2
Telephone Central Offiece (p J.N/MTC-.‘lO ’ 2

(d) Two each OH-64 Light Observation Helicopter (LOH) were recoive
from USA AMMC, APO 96309,

(2) Trensportation, Operational comritments required extensive use of
trangportation during tho quarter, The total amounts of cexgo transportod to
dotachrients operated by this unit arc as follows:

in Xhe 5.3 tons
Ban My Thuot East 2.7 touns
Da to.‘ 305 tons
LZ English 1a4 tonsg
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Nha Trang 745 tons

rhu Sat 4e5 tons

Phan Thiet 19,0 tons :

Pléiku 6.5 tons : ;
Qui Nhon 14.0 tons

Song Mao 9.9 tons ’
Tuy Hoa

12,2 tona
TOTAL 86,5 tons
¢y Oivil Lffairs.

(1) Company B continues its support of the Lvo Maria Orphanage and the
167th Signal Co (RR) contimues to support the Pleiku Province Hospital and the
620th LRVN Signal Bn Dependents School,

{2) oOn 24 Decomber 68, a Christmas party was sponsored for the dependent
children of the 5th Railway Security Battalion (.LRVN),

(3) ipproximate summary of statistics,
(a) Man Days: 61

ﬁ
(b) Voluntary Monetary Contributions: 544,760 §VN D
(¢c) Sorap Lumber (Board Feet): 14,600 -
(d) Surplus Foods 8,000 1bs l
(e) Milks 700 gals
(f) Clothings 230 1bs
fs Camplain,.

““-:

(1) In the past quarter, both genorsl Protestant and Roman Catholic ser-
vices have boon held in the battalion chapel each Sunday, The names of Jewieh per
gonnel have been given to the Jewish Chaplain (I FPORCEV), 4 scheduls of the time
and places for Jewlsh and other donominational sorvices is posted on bulletin boand

in ¢ battalion area. 4t the various ficld sites, coverage was furnished by are .
cho 2.2 N8 '

(2) Character guidance was given on a regular monthly basis, HHC and Cc 1
pany B once & month and Company 4 twlce a month to accomodate shif't workers,

gs Personnel, g

(1) Rost & Recreation., During the last quarter the battalion roceived
230 R&R allocations from I FTORCEV and utilized 153,

Inclosure 1 5




(2) Courts & Bourds,

[\ -

L V2 -

antrority for the S4th
listed mon of:

M.
Fe

(42

-1 3 - st a
ko mToe CUIMIGLIGGT QO v.w 3 n.) \-\-.L(-I. \Juu-L \-""Lh...L U.LU.J. uuuvu...

3ig Bn (Corps) to include all attachod units and the cn-

M:C, I FFORCEV 11th Public Information Det
Hq Battery, I FFORCEV Jrty 55th MI Det

267th Trens Co (Car) 64th Enginocr Det

272nd Military Police Co {18t Civil Affairs Co

13t Military History Dat 5th Public Information Dot

ddditionally, the battalion cormender zcts as a Fiald Qrade Commander with re-
gpect to Article 15 actions and appeals to irticle 15 actions for all the abovo
units loss Heq Battery, I FFORCEV .rtillery.

(b) Non-Judicial Punishment, .. total of 76 .rticle 15's woro ad-
ministorod. Of thom, 16 werc Fleld Qradc .rticlo 15's, There vere 5 appeals to
drticle 15 actions,

(¢) Suamary Court~Marticls, Fifteen Summary Court-Martials wero
convenod during the querter. One Summary Court-Martial. ls pending,

(d) sSpoeecial Court-Martials, o total of 7 Special Court-Martials
werc convened during the quartor, Two Specicl Court~Martials are pending.

(3) Bmcrgency Leaves. Soven emergency leaves were granted during tho
quarter,

~

(4) Promotions & Vacancies.

Novambar ) )] 6 ot b B2

Vacancles 9 &7 o] 2 0 0

Promotions 109 26 0 1 0 0

Dacenber ' ,
Vacancles 0 43 0 1 0 (o]

Promotions 54 29 3 0 0 0

January

Vacancies 12 8% 1 2 1 0

Promotions 42 21 0 0 v 0

]
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he frtillery. Nogative,

i. Coumunications Suntistics,

(1) Communications Center and HF RLTT Operations,

(a) Total average daily trensmissions (scnt & raccived),

Landlino
RLIT

(b) &verage handling timo (in minutes) for all originating and tc

minating inos:zages by precedance,

g v
Flash 75 5
Iemodiate 289 13
Priority 429 11
Routine 396 15

Novouber Decepbor Janugry
598 859 816
40 L0 41

onb

JARUALY
Ion Qnig Jum Oz Tap

35 3 29 5
209 12 165 12
306 15 268 12
375 14 291 13

(e) Precedence of total transmissions in percentagos,

Noveuber Recember Januazy

Flash
Inuodiate
Priority
Routine

744 9.1 95
4764 40.6 41.6
3447 33.6 348
10.6 16.7 14.1

(2) Switchboard Operations (Typhoon, Typhoon T0C) .

Novembor  December  Jopuary
Totel Typhoon Subscribers 216 220 %
Total Typhoon Trunks 59 62 59
Total Typhoon TOC Subseribers 36 32 34

Inclosure 1




Totadl Typhoon TOC Trunks 30 30 2

4Lverage Datly Peg Count 3214 2696 3121

iverage Pick-Up Tinc (sec) 2.1 2.2 2.1
¥Due to choi ge in accounting procedures of including party linc subscribers,

(3) MALRS Operations,

Yovembor  Decombor  Jamyary
Fhone Patchos .ittompted 329 425 526
Phone Patches Gompletod 226 353 353
MLRS GR/MS 2 40 30

(4) Photographic Oporations, Tho following figures represent tho work
lood for tho plotoricl secction during the quarter,

Yovember  Decembor  Jonuxy

Mumber of negntivos exposed 6966 6595 6227
Mumber of prints nnde 11545 11856 11759
Number of color alides nnde 685 900 1194,
Number of feat motion picture 0 800 0
filn exposed

Jv dviation Activities.

(1) Lviction operations continued as Air Mossenger Suppert to I FFORCE
Hoedquartors and ndministration, logistics, and operational air support to the
54th 8igncl Battalion (Corps). During the period, o topal of eight (8) aireraft
were assigned: three UH-1D's, two OH=6L's, three U-1A's, The section flew a
total of 1617 sorties.

The following information reflects alreraft stotus and {lying hours
for the past quarters

'FT ST, YING HOU
Do Sepdol Numbor Howrs Flown OM*  FM*  FDP*  Avallability
U-14, 55-3301 53 29 o} 179 70%
U=14 55-3307 134 3 3 9 6%
Umtia 57-6134 63 39 il 0 52%
UH=1D 65-1033 140 59 64 36 57%
UH=-1D  65-1096 9% 20 N 43 4%
8
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UH~1D 64~13696 132 13 103 46 53%
OH=64 67-16499 51 -_— — — 1004
Qizb __67-16522 SRR 1008 | l

TOTALS 667 163
k., 8ec Inclosure 4 for Chronology of battaliun activities and oporations
for the perlod of this report.

T SR
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a. Pcrgonnal, Nepgative.
b, Orcrations,
(1) Improvement cf Tandew Circuits,

{a) OBSERVLTION. Many of the circuits in II CTZ are routed over
two or more ViAF or Tropoapheric Scatter systems., Often the quality of these
patchod circuits is degraded and below systems copability,

(b) EVLLUATION. Many 31M porsomnel instell 2-wirc straps in tho
abgonce of 5B-611 or SB~675 patehing facilities. In 2-uire modo, AN/TCC-7 chan-
nel input is @ dBm and output is -3 dBm, so that the ecircuit is half the strengil,
it showld be without considering the eflective loss due to channcl noise, ‘'ion
channcl gain is increased to compensate for the loas, hybrid coil oscillatior can
rosult, To prevent this, persomnel have been instructcd in the logic and mechw
ies of /~wiro strap techniques, 1In the abgsonce of =5 dP patch cords, oporators
are ingiructed to adjust channel output to ~5 dB on the test mcter, The effcct
is to roduee the 4-wire output of the TCC~7 to -4 dBm, which is the nroner levcl
for 4=wire mode of operation,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION. That tho U.S. Lrmy Southeastern Signal School
increcse emphasis on 4=wire patch-through techniques in the 31M courge, and that
in-country units with TCC=-7 or T0C-3 cquipment cmphasize correct 4-wire natch
tochnd ques.,

(2) 0B=-15 Extended Range 4ntonna Kit.

(a) OBSERVATION, The OE-15 corner=refl:ctor type of entemna is sup
plied with RG=189/u ccaxdel cable for usc in connecting the antonna to the TRC-2
In some insvences, high roeflectod power readings havo boon oxperioncod.

(b) EV.LULTION, Substitution of RG-8/u for R(~189/u has shown tha
B- and C-band frequencics below 300 miz appear to rospond botter to the RG-8/u,
The RG-189/u opvecars to have bettor transmission characteristics at the higher
operating froquencics,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION, That RG-8/u be considered for use on 0E-15 in.
stalla;ione for B~ and C-band frequonecics that display high refleeted power with
RG-189/u. '

(3) AN/TRC-97B Line Voltage Protection,

(e) OBSERVLTION, During a recent power failure and changeeover to
standby powor, a TRC~97B roceived an input voltage considerably in oxccss of rce.
ommendcd velue, This resultcd in o damaged 70 mHz osclllator and L2142 voltage
rogulator,

10
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(b) EV.LU.TION., Thc overlond dauiage cowld have beon provented by
nore eritical adjustment of the linc voltage protoction meters The cdjustnent:
on the fone of dhis meter 5ot high wid low circudt broakers on the 208v input
circuit, The indicators should be sct within 5 volts of thc indiecated 120v.

(¢) RECOMENDATION., That organizations utilizing the TRC-97 ome
phasizc procodurcs that insurc voltogo limits arc carcfully adjusccd.

(4) Ti-236 Handsct Replecament,

(a) OBSERVATION, High environmentel noise conditions in radio on
erations areas have been noted to cause pickup by the transmitter elements of
TA~236/FT Telephone Sats when these phones are used for MARS or RWI calls,

(b) EVALUATION. Experience indicates that replacemsnt of TA-236/
handsets with "butterfly" handsets, such as the HS-101 utilized by the AN/TCC.’
order-vire panel, eliminate the pickup of background noise by the telephone cir
cuit during the time the telephone uger is listening to the distant subseriber
This has reduced the need for repetition of transmissions from the radio opera-
tions area and results in improved operating efficioncy.

(c) RECOMMENDATION., That "butterfly" type handset be considered

for uso with TA-236/FT tolephones in areas where envirommental nolss is high an
RWI operation is required.

¢y Training, Negative,

a

de Intelligence. Negative.
es Logistics, Negative.
f. Organization. Nogative.

g+ Other. Nagative

(LYY ralon™
4—Inel- Incl 2 thru 4 w/d, Hq,DA CARL D. BROADBENT
as LTC, Sig8
DISTRIBUTION: Gommanding ‘
GG, I FFORCEV, LTTIN AVFie-0C~OT, ieo (four goples)
CINCUSARPAG, ATIN:  GPOP-M, iPO 95138 (o doples)
DCG, USLRV, LTTN; AVC-HIST, 4P0 96307 (three copies)
g%g, 1 mbnc?v ztwo c0 ee;

B Ui, 000
G 1803, LTDN: DIR 0D

YA

B go 8ig Co (RR

§§/ biod Saolan) »
I,
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AVFA-GC=0T (15 Feb 69) 1st Ind

SUBJECTs Operational Report of 54th Signal Battslion (Corps) for Period

Ending 31 Jamary 1969, RC3 CSFOR-65 (R1)
DA, Headquarters, 1 Field Force Vietnam, APO 96350 25 FEB 1989

TO: Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam, ATTN:s AVHGC-DST,
APO 96375

This headquarters has reviewed subject report and concurs with its
content

FOR THZ CQMMMANDIR:

P
S ARLAND
' CPT‘
Asst AG

Cy furni
2 - ACSFOR, DA
1 - 54th Sig Bn

12
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AVICDAINT (15 Feb £59) 24 Ind
U T Operational Zeport of SAth “dgnal Rattalion (Corps) for Period
Fnding 31 Januarr 1969, °CS CSFO#-65 (11)

HEAD-UARTERS, UNITED STATFS ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 19 WAR1989
[
“THRH+——Commanding-General;—Untbed—States—Army;—STRATOOM=PAG;—APO-96555— M

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Amy, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-lessons Learned
for the quarterly period eading 31 January 1969 from Headquarters, 54ith
Signal Battalion (Corps).

2, Comments follow:

a. Reference item concerning Improvement of Tandem Circuits, page
10, paragraph 2b(1); concur. Operator training in the meticulous line-up
of channels will compensate for the lack of patch cords with five decibel
pads. Recommend USCONARC consider increased emphasis on four-wire patch-
through techniquas in the 31M course at the US Army Southeastern Signal
School,

b. Reference item concerning (E-15 Fxtended Range Antenna Kit, page
10, paragraph 2b(2); nonconcur at this time, Previous experience doss
‘not indicate that the RG-189/U woaxial cable has poor response on the B
and C bands. An ECOM-V representative will visit the unit and study the
problem. Results will be forwarded to the unit.

c. Reference item concerning TA-236/FT Handset Replacement, page 11,
paragraph 2b(4); concur that use of the HS-101 will reduce the amount of
noise pickup in high environmental noise areas. This modification should
have only limited application and is subject to the availability of the
HS=10). handset.

FOR THE CCMMANDER:

w2,

W. C. ARNYZ

CPT, AGC
Cy furn: Aasiatant Adjutant General
S54th Sig Bn
I FFV
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GPOP-DT (15 Feb 69) 3d Ind
I SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 54th Sig Bn (Corps) for Period
# Ending 31 January 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

i HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 2 3 APR 19K9Q

tl : TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
: Army, Washington, D, C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding indorase-
ments and concurs in the report as indorased.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

C. L. SHORTT
}. CPT, AGC
: Asst AG

Inclosure 1 14




54TE SIGNAL BATTALION (CORPS)
ORGANIZATION CHART

‘ 54th Signal Battelion (Corps)

T0E 11-18D

Field Operations Company

o mombqr“mw,.w.mwm Company - Company 4 “ Company B
T0E 11-1D _
_
_

]
_
02 11-16D | Command Operations Compeny
|
|
_
{

167th Signal Company (Radio Relay)

i0E 11-377E

<

209th Signal Det

(Photo)
TOE 11-500D

———————— Assigned

T T T Abtached

INGL #1 T0 5,TH SIG BN OPNS RPT

RCS CS FOR ~ 65 (RL) 15 Feb €9
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