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ur xnjs AKMY 
HEADQUARTERS 3D BATTALION (AIRBORNE) 506TH 

APO San Francisco 96317 
INFANTRY 

3 «ar I960 

SUBJECT* Operational Report, 3d Battalion (*bn), 506th Inf antsy, for Period 
«ding 30 April 196?, RCS C8P0R-65 (Rli 

TO: See Dletrlbutiûn 

1. Section 1, Operations: Significant Activities. 

a. Elejnenta of the 3d Battalion (Abn), 506th Infantry were involved in ean. 
current'vith”« the.®ntire ^Porting period. Training vaa conducted eon. 

dUrln8 Perl0de **““ »" V* 

port4 Ä!0rC3 ^5°6 P"1101!»»«1 ^ «“ following operation, doing th. n. 

(1) Operation HANCOCK EAGLE, Phase I 
(a) Dates: lj February . 21 February 1969 

(2) Small Unit Operations (unnamed) 
(a) Dates: 22 February - 27 February 1969 

(3) Operation HANCOCK EAGLE, Phase II 
(a) Dates: 28 February . 3 March 1969 

(1*) Operation HANCOCK QUEEN 
(a) Dates: 3 March - 20 March 1969 

(5) Operation HANCOCK EAGLE Phase III 
(a) Dates':' 23 March - 31 March 1969 

(Unnamfd) ^ Cortbined USiAR7M Pair off operations and small units operations 

(a) Dates: 1 F^x-uary • 30 April I969 ' 

c. Significant Activities 
, Operation HANCOCK EAGLE commenced during the first week of Februam 
!969. The three phases of HANCOCK EAGLE included £e^Ljortty”f Se rSportiS^ 
period as discussed in Section I, Para b. ^ 7 01 reporting 

For a complete account of Operation HANCOCK EAGLE, Phase I. Phase II. and 
Phase III see inclosure I: Combat After Action Report: HANCOCK EAGLE. 

« ^ 3-506 conducted small unit operations in Bjnh Thuan Province 
from 22 February to 27 February 1969. At 220200 February I969, a mortar, rocket 

u/fTn.w11 Tlam,ched 0,1 ^ «o« cw.lrLtV; 
breached the defensive perimeter at HHC/3-506 and E/3-506 (combat ammortY«JL. 

bSnk^ E/3’^» enewy B-^° rockets detonated a 1*^" ammunition 
bunker vrtiich resulted in a sympathetic detonation, and caused several friendly ea. 
sualties. Results of the attack on LZ Betty were 2 US KHA and 29 US WHA Cne 
¡•B""»*" IS4 ^00 «““»»,of ‘••2” ™o rara d..trarad^i“.^.l kÜ??L.„.— 

<ia. tremed «id/or damped. ttiMy loases ve rat 21 VC KIA 1 VC pm ft iitIi't8 
"S CS, 1(5 Ch4e“" 6 satchel cha^a) 7 L^iorai^d^ 
one B-liO rocket launcher and 7 B-J*0 rockets captured. The l/A/3-506 conductinc* 
OT^raUona north of Fhan Ihlet to th. vtotol^r of 1H752169 „ ô^î! 

LiudÍI 1 



vita of tho contact wer^ negativo friend- 
s., :r.).i csjortpcl documents were cap- 

north of filien Giao in the vi- 

matecl VZ platoon with SA and Ah’ fj-re. not 
ly cacraloie^rrà IV:; :. carbine, T 

riÄ srf* sirx^pTÄ är ^«tornea as^ep of tho »ntact area was conducted, teilte cf tMscon- 

ducting RIF operations ln ttfrSS^'of M^8l35™Sn^d2^3'h06t’'hlle "T, 
ing in ii US VKA. On 26 Febroarv 69 P/n/iïï; Î35 “eJonated a booby trap result- 

Ltr-s ~ i-SSrS Si?H™“" 
i-SÄSr“ » -T 

osÄ Tc iuäd 0¾ -erh? î"^a "htu lz at ™3. .¾ 
turned f^re and maneuferoH «fftv,! t v th platoon was ^sorted, lhe platoon re- 
VC(f d capturing 3 Canote SS “»o^“fn^ “Zute^M?)3 

noted SotoÄ^roZu^g S 
master operations in the vicinity ¿58283 ¡nearedYTC 

rcSoÂîleÂZ”^ ta 2 Ä and 

Mnry,. ¿o Operation HANCOCK QUEEN commenced 3 March 69 and terminated 20 

SnVZ “SnSr °f “ CUEEN - moLZeirc^af.ifter 

gio«! forces oS IpÂ^lTrif S ^ 

of ^728278°¾^ TC1äth°aUfi«8m5Zai8TCncSd0perfi?n3 the vlclni‘y’ 

Äni0SLor Ä^tToÄA1 “ 
to the s,ame vicinity 2¾¾¾ daX?S3| T ^ fire ^ ^ »«osions, n-   _ de tainted u female suspects. On 3 Anril 196o a 

cinity ofSS033l enSoJ «SÄlTm Zl' 

aSrnt69f 2/í/i%S?r*íii0n WT negQtive frien«31y casuàlties and 1 VC KLi. On Ü 
c ini tv of ANsSlifl RIF 0PGrations NW of Thien Giao in the vi- 

f?;;6318 íound ^ tons of rice which was extracted. On 6 April 69 
2/B/3-50o while conducting Bushmaster operations in tViP b- u p_ 

ZZ ?S Ä r° Sih SA P ^ the^oontet^are^rei” 

lissssiri^rs—»' Overall results for this operation were negative friendly casual ? xrrvTt j 
1 mauser captured. Later on 7 mn-n Ao ÍvLj , S7 casualtles> 2 VC KIA and 

sf 11¾¾¾.¾01su^Ä rD%! PycASú¿zBB 



tions Lvf of X^a- <n <, .*./ conclttct-n5 3u¿hina5*.3r opera- 
SA .rire, Ctt U £ ¿/c/i^X^h• i°Í •QnSaecd ar‘d kined 1 ^ with 
01' ;ii^¿4i¿4 y Gondio ui;.¿ Rlf operations in tho vicinity 
OPCON to “î ti'vi'-.A'j -"‘A' ^ captured 1 M-2 carbine. B/7-17 Cav wriile 
estimated VC squad vi^a^Lipht^aervoti^ of AN980368 engaged an 
C/3-506 in the vicinity of SoLi o ^ ^licoPter resulting in 2 VC KIA. V 
carbine end doc^Lf £ îfS 1 VC and captured 1 M-2 V 
in tiio vii-.inity o*’ ilN97ltl8l caotnr^H ? conducting RIF operations 
while OPCON to tf 3.¾ and o^ínH ^1/Cff10 Í ChiCOm ßrenados* B/7-l?th CAV 
kill Pd 1 VC 2/D/3 S -ndopcra^ng^ ^ vie Laity of AN917512 engaged and 

965.¾ icuSd aÄloftL^TÄSÄ'r ? the 
rail o extracted. un 18 April 69 P/n/^Cní íf“1??1* was destroyed and the 
Thicr. :.iao in the vicinity of AN98íC¿?~nn« conducting RIF operations NE of 
siebted an enemy patrol Sd nrSSn °ne/quad conducting cloverleef operations 
and AW fire. Results of +h0 a haaty ambush and engaged the VC with SA 
i-57ran Roc cille a 3 rifle 6 57mm nr?0 V? I?A 211(1 the following items captured: 
150 rounds SÎmmofi Chic'S n'p1. Â^7 ^ l5° of ^ ^0, 
ing tools, and 8 rucksacks. l/D/3 5o6\jhnI^? rockets, ! medical kit, 6 entrench¬ 
ed nity AN8372Ó7 ergagS 3 VC with Í ,, h If, /nductillg ^ operations in the vi- 
rtflcs and ? pm fff! \ 171 tn SA 311(1 AW fire resulting in 1 VC KI/i. 2 SICS 

S LVand ÄtLTotratÄ'th? ?» B/7‘17 CaV ^ ^ to 
v-tlon heHcopter 

69° ví/3-506Orhr5626H7 ^ ^ ^Ul^rÍÍA Ss 
cinity of M6OI209 engaged li VC withGq?f-?UCtinß Bushmaster operations in the vi- 
captured. On 22 AJ?1 69 5/0/1¾ «« resulting lu 1 VC KIA and 1 SKS rifle 
ciid heilcopters.reLiu. i TCl?f'.ïïeneeAa VS,“IUad ^111 ^ “'«««y cud 3/C A lirvt ^ suits. 1 VL KLi and no friendly casualties. On 23 Anrii Ac 

the early moiSSg hoirs of 2^1^11 A? contact area revealed k VC KIA. During 
a NDP engaged a VC Platoon wi ^ a /onnaissance Team/3-506 while occupying 
to encircle the HecoJSissJSe S4, V0 Platoon S 
Res’'Its: 5 VC KIA n-irf ic i, * crtillery and armed helicopters supported. 
Toam/3-5û6 and f C3Ptured. On 25 April 6? another Reconnaissance 

ob^nr? o?^8noP?ïttiOTl.in ^8 an79175 worT 
them from tee south, tee friendly sqSad 

C»7 Ilt!r ^ Samo ¿»y while approaching^a^steeam^bed^in Sc^icïStTof 
Se^ 'aS Jtîî?er agaÍn efgaged ^ a VC Pateen; amed heUco^rs, ïteÎ 

m'UcZS uÄV1? s*??0* of+íhe C0Rtact‘ Re8Ult8; ivc 
Reconnaissance units of TF 3-5o6 md thf'fffv,0?^^0113 ^81^ 3180 conducted by 
Combinod Reconnais sanco ARVN Amertenn + ?°ßiinGnt and wore designated 
ployed ln Blnh,¾3 c™4 «pm «re de. 
3850, AN738 , and 0¾¾ «» «cinlty of BH 
«rc negative friendly casualtl^T n TO m La ^ ??í “P8««»« durtug April 
h AK-li7's. 3 carbineí „frflj fí ^JCKU and the following items captured: 
cification operation íommiced iíí^^Dril S* Í US-Regional Fowe Pa- 
reporting period. 0n 28 April 69 2/'/i 5nA^ ^ c°ntteues at the close of tee 

conduct centtad pacificaticn opeiatAnsAouth^fmon^ao^Sertc^Tof0 

d. Significant Intelligence Activities 

tics withto BiSírm^(pHÍÍnfJfr*8!7 A969 0n0,,ir hid aetivi. m inn inuan (P; using his trained sappers and Main Forco units along 



avenues of approach and agçj.nst AOTI/5S inst?l?Ætions. The high ac- 
f°lloBod ^ roia'-iwly lieht activity daring March! how- 

: V 2ut, ■ ¡P*™*ta<*of «***«? <» hi» i»n to p.-«»» for « 
av^.^.j.t a-; luo T'aien >u.ao District Headquarters on 22 Mar 69 In" ,Vril tho 

^T1 °Peratl"g areas order to ^prepare fTr 
vi tipn Is?, ^ J l h0VQ'7Qr» L°cal Force units continued harassing acti- 
vitica while the ‘leih Force unite w ithdrew to secret base c»ps in ttf^teine. 

iEVU MPs 011 30 Jan. 6?» ™ ^ ^ Th«/, captured in Phan Rang by 
hiuu nrs, sta^eo uuat ho was a member of the 186 MF Bn. and that Ma hm+ w J 
moved from Tuyen Duc (P) into Binh Thuan (P) in early our 

£ont°Ld S1?5 Ci?y‘ ™ Thuy 3150 stated tha7a ProvisioíS Reg! 
Aij .,, ,n f0^d Reg ^ it was composed of the C-20 AKA 200C Bn), 
to’V- alibihï ^ Prevlously reported. PWiThuy's story appeared 

on Phuec 1¾ (H) Jus/nor'thT^ong (Bj^dqua^rs/L^^^SdlhTt" 

Bi ivKr? “ »¿ST 
Sf’ ÿ ^‘ÄÄ^tÄSÄi ÄifviT 
S? Ol'i S 2 of «“ 186 B” established anbush positicM 
Phi Lonr tL ÔÏ 'í”?“8 ^ 018 highway fre 
tn et H / ^ns> Co> 106 01 and elements of the 81*0 MF Bn according 
to st -tements of B/ s established an LZ ambush to the east of the n^ush Song 

®r J0 Qttack heliborne reinforcing elements. Two PW's were captured 
C-l cîS 186 Bn^Cadditi, ^ (^per) Co> ™ Bn, and the other from the 
r, ^4. * i ni ^ addition captured documents also indicated the C_l C0. 186 MF 
S; «‘rî^rlf1?,^ KIMr0m 0,6 C0,,bi5ed 8aPh8r elements were found 2itsidc 
MsiSS^^Î 1? Fo^Ao ft f %taî 0t 51 V0 KU mre toml1 1“ the flL 1 ambubh 
K District HOs roeVfi S 2 Ued fr°“ 0,0 ^ °0' 186 ^ « Hei 
nition • hn a + ?Í5\», ? U? 1 Was ^ amraunition bearer for 82mm mortar ammu- 
be the*!? n- ?a ^ WaS locatcd on ^at the enerry had anticipated to 
be the LZ which Uo troops would use to reinforce the contact, and the unit's 
orders were not to open fire until the first aircraft had landed The C L Co 

S^DE^TÏ “T Tî*1?; 81,0 ^ mi tK0 57lm ®- ^ 22020W £b 69, 
d ePP^hnately 1,5 rounds of 82mm mortar and B-1,0 rocket fire 

along vrith a sapper attack from the south and northwest. Throe s^-ndrs neno 
trotó te within 200 motero of the 3-506 TOO cs they ^loyeTSnM ” S 

in^ttie\lciiULtv*of^he ;™C ,f'fï f1™* sabuers penetrated from the northiost 
in the ^icinitj of the E C0 1|.2" mortar position employing B-l;0s and satchel 
charges. The results at first light were 21 VC KIA (BC), 1 PW, 8 AK-li7s 

6 Satahal Cha??3’ 7 ban^ torpedoes^* Ô^B-UO rocke t s, 
vac"a° r0?et ?aaaChper» S110 0US cal Pistol c^Jtured. The PW stated that he 
!¡a^a me?ber,°Lthe C‘1 ^81 ^ Sapeer/Recon Bn. His unit consisted of UO 
p/'w1 SÜd 1th!7 wer dcployed 81 on^ beach, south of LZ BETTY; however, the 
^ïn+c° i fn °f ^ otbfr mit participating in the attack. As friendlv 
olemonts were still sweeping the graveyard and beach surrounding LZ BETTY. RF ” 

AM860l8^ CaThfiiS) n0via^ íh! n8? LF Bn Bighway 8B in Binh Lam (H), vie 
21860185. The 0UO MF Bn, as it had in the 12 Feb 69 contact east of SARA, was 
located in an LZ ambush position west of Binh Lam (H) in the vicinity AN8¿5l86. 
Three PTn/s were captured, all were membera of the 1*82 LF Bn; one of the FWs re¬ 
ported the strength of the it82 Bn at approximately 120 personnel, the lowest 

) Mwp™Ye?°rted’ As Contact 111 Blr* Lm (H) continued ele- m^ito ox the Luth ARVN Rep were engaged along QL 1, vie AN993¿. by the 186 MF 
Bn.^nd elements p une ¿hO NVA Bn and the 200C Bn. This contact resulted in 1*6 
Vo p*. On 28 Feb 69 a rallier from the C-2 Co, 186 MF Bn returned at Luon* Son 
and lie confirmed the identification of the 186 MF Bn as the primary attackin'* 
unit, along QL 1 on 22 Feb 69. Documents captured by C Compw^!?06 on 2? Feb 

■ k • ' . . 



f-!' : “I? contained vhat vre.o determined to be a sketch of Song Luy (V), 
thtí rMhvahoa _,?S Wein ?S casualty figures fret» ^ 200C Pn which stated that on 
Sir alon? ^ J «» 8 ^ 69 and 22 F,o 69 they ixffeted 3l| KIA and 33 " 
ni«in'* n • * ruaT^ Gamfe to a ciowo the er.ençr forces within 3inh Thuan (P) in four 
major contacta uai fiufxered a total of 196 KIA. ■ ' ^ x0Jr . 

the earlv^L^n0?; I™™7 ^tlvity durlnß 1969 slackened somewhat during 
S^tv X£ S °f !!î°nth as CoraPared with the period of intense enenrr ac? 

Itoh wiS^iIiS^,Or*?)eraîinn H/4ÍC0CK UGLE cominen°ed ®d terminatedduring 
ín« rîî'" significant Order of Battle information on the VC Binh *huan Prov- 
; £LLÍ?er?íloa C?mittee being gleaned from documents captured by D Company 

the Ara sai°- ^z““- s^o=u- 

^sres Staff U- At 22010¾ Mar 69, the Hilen Oleo DletrLct HQ» 

SX"S v-Æi-Ärs »• 
• with the SOoTa! ílT 2¾ S ^at elen,e"t8 oí the li02 LF Bn In conjunction 

Sc ürai2l?f S/^ÍLi?6 Ti?" 1» tae attack. On 15 »or 69, 
SHEBIÎT in thé tnlLiI * ^116 cc,nduoting sweep operationa north of FSB 
iSr ^eîcef SI o™»“!?® ^ 70 C»"P“V- 2/4/3-506 and l/69th 
orrm wrrcaif t>f T ^ 70 fro“ taelr bunker». A total 11,3 were captured, the most significant of which was Le Son fliai nn Aa 

? C0fHl82 taalTtaäd“^ & »nf- 

rÄÄSS T Ín ^ Bi? Lan (H) COntact* ^ °rder keep ^^uí 
th- Sf Ju1^- ¿ meats ¿bo eneny conducted numerous stand-off attacks by fire during 
SaiSs%lFm 8tTd:+0íf attacks by fire conducted b7the ene^Tg 
mortor Fsf SIffiÄ! ^ ^ Q total of between 73 and 77 rounds of 82m7 
30 and 37 rounds of SPmm^moitS fi^ dUrinS ^ reoeivcd between 

(3) APRIL: Dioring April the en«my forces withdrew into the mountains 
Sd dements. un 5 Apr 69, Recon Team 75 engaged 
the C^î co ^aP T^Rn^ id0£tified by documents as members^! 
Sed the s^me ?C HoiKChenh from a Rear Services element later identi- 

£ £ »035^0 ÄÄnl^r^Ä ^es^r8h- 

s äH^Ct cap- 
F“3V 
ï™ »L- f r?wa f0,,Bíe labo:rer' 710 OH39U7, who had carrted rtce thé Le 
Hong Phong into the mountains northeast of Song Mao for the 81i0 MF Bn ««i wen a 
aÍ?2~f ^°11 7;b»tantiated the statement» fema2e il^r^n »2 it 

rSpnd ^caTtÄ 

m?iâ hS^a»Äri96TÄ^BÄ?s s ä" a 
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Uct give any detallad Information, no corrolatir.g infomation could be obtained 
from interrogation ?escio:io but tha tiino .'Crame of the jCl* fiiiriltratlon closely 
■coin'.’idoí with that of tha 2ii0 JPTii 3n, ’iur^rcus Eci Cbr.nhH returw-îd at Hoa Da 
E:.jtr.’-'hi d:;*'ir.ï the nrnth,, sál of uhi?.h «rere ¿l’on local foroe Qlï/.icr.t2, Two 
iloi Charhc fron, the hiC L7 Co indicated the presence of the 81*0 MP Bn in the Song 
Mao area prior to the capture of the female laborer) these same Hoi Chanhs also 
indicated that the 81*0 and the 1*1*0 were preparing for offensive action in the Hoa 
Da area* revious captured documents and agent reports indicated the enemy's in¬ 
tention to target on the Song Mao-Hoa Da area* As April came to a close and the 
traditionally active month of May began, it was anticipated that the enemy would 
increase its activities, especially in the eastern portion on AO SHERIDAN. 

(b) During the reporting period the S-2 TF 3-506 continued daily liaison 
with Province S-2 and S-2 Advisor, National Chleu Hoi Center, National Police 
Field Force, Police Special Branch, OSA, the PIOCC and DIOCCs. A total of 307 
interrogationo were conducted during the reporting period) the classification 
was as follows! ll* FUs, 90 Civil Defendents, 17l* Innocent Civilians, ll* Hoi 
Chanhs, and 15 refugees* 

Overall Results for this Reporting Period Were: 

Results: 
Personnel (Friendly) 
(1) 13 US KHA 109 US WHA (1*8 Medevac, 6l Minor) 
(2) 3 VN KHA 5 VN WHA 

b. Personnel (Enemy) 
(1) 201 VC/NVA KIA 
(2) 10 VC/NVA PCW 
(3) U* VC/NVA Hoi Chanhs 
(1*) 159 VC/NVA DET 

c. 

d. 

Equipment losses (Friendly) 
(1) 1 eap 1**2" mortar (destroyed) 
(2) 1200 rounds 1**2" mortar ammo (destroyed) 

Equipment losses (enemy) 
(l) Captured! 

2-57mm Recoilless Rifles 
101* SA wpns 
1- .30 Cal MO 
32 tons of rice 
115 Grenades 
55-B-1*0 rockets 
2- B-liO rocket launchers 
90 rucksacks 
7 Bangalore torpedos 
11 Satchel charges 
10 protective masks 
1*8 M-79 rouncs 
7,1*00 SA rounds 
1*1* Crew-served rounds 
3 PRC 10 radios 
6 Entrenching tools 
1 Medical supply bag 
1 Sewing machine 

6 



(2) Destroyedi 
1-Ô3jmn wortar 
l-Criccm ro 
2 lo-io of i’Ijc 
56 (îbicom Piiti-personnel mines 
35 60mm mortar rounds 

7 



?-a Lessons Learned: Commander's Observations, Evaluations, 

a. Personnel. None 

b. Operations 

(a) OBSERVATION* It has boen noted during combined operations 
that the average ARVN soldier has a tendency to initiate ambushes 
prematurely© 

(b) EVALUATION: ARVN SoldierS| even more so than US troopers, 
have a tendency to initiate ambushes prior to allowing the majority of 
the enemy element to enter the effective killing zone, 

(c) RECOMMENDATION* Combined US^ARVN pair off operations have 
decreased premature firing incidents. It is believed that the ARVN 
soldiers have truly learned that by waiting until the enemy is within $0 
meters before opening fire, the ambush will produce results. The use of 
claymores was emphasized and the ARVN now have increased confidence in 
its safety and employment in an offensive role, 

(2) Exchange of SOI's 

(a) OBSERVATIONt MACV and ARVN advisors and US unit leaders 
are issued different SOI's by higher headquarters, 

(b) EVALUATION : During combined ARVN/US operations, communicat¬ 
ions have been hampered because MACV and ARVN advisors use different SOI's 
from US units. This problem has been aleviated by causing all units to 
exchange SOI's prior to commencement of the operation, 

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That SOI's be exchanged during the planning 
$hase of any combined operations, 

(3) Effective Cordon and Search 

(a) OBSERVATION* On 11 April 69, D/3-506 (-) and 2/A/3-506, 
effected a cordon in Bin’i Lam Hamlet vicinity AN860185, while l/D/3-506 
and 213 NPFF platoon conducted a search of the Hamlet, 

(b) EVALUATION* The cordon elements were in position around 
Binh Lam Hamlet by 0700 hours 11 April 6?j however, the NPFF did not 
initiate the search until 0800 hours. This delay allowed people in the 
haml et time enough to hide items and VC suspects which they did not want 
discovered by the search teams, 

(c) RECOMMENDATION* An effective cordon and search operation 
requires fast and accurate cordon of the objective area and equally 
important, search teams must initiate their work in the obj< tive area 
simultaneously with the final establishment of the cordon. 

* 
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(li) AH.VN Uec cf Panels and Mirrors 

(a) OBSERVATION: Marking panels and mirrors are effective methods 
to mark unit positions f reducing the possibility of compromising friendly 
unit positions, 

(b) EVALUATION: US units have proven the effectiveness of flourescent 
panels and signal mirrors for marking DZ»s, PZ's and LZ»s, Flourescent 
panels are easy to identify by aircraft from high altitudes, i.e. 1$00- 
2.00 feet# Mirror flashes can easily be observed from the air, thus 
avoiding detection by the VCe Of course both methods are silent whereas 
smoke grenades when ignited make a distinguishable "pop" noise and 
attract more attention from enemy observation posts# 

(c) RECOMMENDATION: US Units and ARVN advisors should employ mirrors 
and marking panels when marking their positions for DZ's, PZ's and LZ's. 

C. Training 

(1) Forest Penetrator and Stokes Litter 

(a) OBSERVATION: Newly assigned soldiers in Vietnam are not 
familiar with medical evacuation procedures using the Forest Penetrator 
and Stokes Litter# 

(b) EVAUJATICN : Whenever casualties are sustained and have to 
be evacuated and the vegetation is so dense that there no acceptable LZ's 
in the area, either a forest penetrator or a stokes liter will bave to be 
employed by the MEDEVAC helicopter# When using the Stokes litter for 
medevac, the casualty should be placed in the litter and fasten the 
restraining straps across him. The forest penetrator is not a difficult 
apparatus to operate} however, unless instructed on its proper use, a 
soldier who has never used the forest penetrater may have complications# 
The casualty should be moved to the litter rather than moving the 3 ' ¿ter 
to the casualty. 

(c) REC OMMEM DATION : When replacements arrive to their assigned 
unit in Vietnam they should be given orientation on medical evacuation 
procedures including the use of the forest penetrater and Stokes litter. 

(2) Armed Helicopter Employment 

(a) OBSERVATION: When armed helicopters have been employed in 
support of a unit in contact it has been noted that improper adjustment 
procedures have hampered rapid employment# 

(b) EVAUJATION: Commanders and small unit leaders expecting to use 
armed helicopters In support of combat operations should be familiar with 
the correct procedure for employment of such aircraft# It has been noted 
in recent enemy contacts that vital time was lost while the unit commander 
on the ground attempted to explain to the pilots of the supporting aircraft 
where the enemy and friendly positions were located. 



(•c) RECOfMüWAl.iOM ; :Wj Z'col2 S ¿o fcLcnfl shculd coordinate Kith 
aviation v.t-!.;•»*< iuric: organise classes for coromanders and small unit leaders 
on araod hel'.-copt.i- o.-nployiaent to bo given during periods of stand down 
or preparation for future operations* Small unit leaders should be 
afforded the opportunity to fly in an armed helicopter to more fully 
understand what the pilft needs to know to engage eneny targets and to 
bettor understand the capabilities and limitations of the aircraft. 

d,-. Intol] igence 

(1) COBRA Teams (COMBINED RECONNAISSANCE ARVN-AMERICAN TEAMS) 

(a) OBSERVATION: COBRA Teams have been highly successful in 
gathering intelligence and engaging the enemy astride commo-liaison routes, 

(b) EVALUATION: Documents captured from VC KIA by COBRA Teams 
have revealed enemy VCI within hamlets and villages as well as commo- 
liaison agents between NVA, VC Main Force, Local Force and guerrillas 
elementso The combined aspect of the reconnaissance teams offers immediate 
identification of the enerty units or quick determination of the importance 
of captured documents and material. In addition the COBRA Teams add 
professionalism as well as a detailed knowledge of the area and the enemy, 

(c) RECOMMENDATION: Combining LRP trained ARVN soldiers and 
American Reconnaissance personnel offers a unique and professional approach 
to Long Range Reconnaissance Patrols, and also assists in the upgrading 
of ARVN forces. 

e* Logletioo 

(l) Water Resupply 

(a) OBSERVATION: Combat Maneuver elements operating in dry 
terrain may request water resupply between normal ration resupply periods* 

(b) EVALUATION: Maneuver elements should attempt to be self 
sustaining as long as possible between water resupplies0 A normal 
period between water resupply is 3 to 5 days. Resupply aircraft activity 
increase the probability of compromising friendly unit locations. Units 
operating in dry areas may be forced to request water resupply between 
regular ration resupply periods, 

(c) RECOMMENDATION : Disposable water containers which may be 
air dropped are ideal for such an intermediate resupply, 175mm gun and 
Ô*' Howitzer cannisters are disposable and will eliminate having aircraft 
to return to a unit for backhaul of empty containers. These containers 
may be air dropped which will minimize the possibility of compromising 
friendly unit locations. When using 175mm gun and 8" Howitzer cannisters 

lO 



ÍlwÜ'í¡;0P Waîeî c°ntainers» 8" - 10» expansion space should be 
allowed to preclude damage and loss of water when dropped. 

f. Organization. None 

g. Other. None 

/ mmi'k fit 
LTC, Infantry 

2 incl Cominanding 
1. Oambat After Action Report,— 

-^'■Al'OOCm CAOLE" * Incl 1 wd H,, DA. published seper.telv es Co-,.t Aller 
l-euLuDuL ARui Adi.. Kepun, ■ Actlon Report 69x014 

'»MANO36K QUEEN**-- Incl 2 wd Hq, DA, not published 
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AVBE-óC (FaID) (l May 69) 1st Ind 

SUBJECT» Operational Report Lessons Learned (ORLL), 3d Qtr FY 69. 3d Bn 
506th Abn Inf (Ambl) 

Comman^in^ Officer, Task Force South, AFO 96204, 13 May 69 

THRU» Commanding General, I FFPP.CËV (ATTN» G3 0 & T) APO 96350 

TO» AC of S **or Force Development, DA (ACS for DA), Washington D.C. 29310 

Attached Operational Report Lessons Learned (ORLL), 3d Itr FY 69, 3d Bn, 
^Oôth Abn Inf (Ambl), is forwarded in compliance with ItJARV Regulation ^25- 
1*. 

SOR TVS COMMANDER 

DAVID VI. BENNETT 
1LT 
Adjutant 

EN 

12. 



ÀVFA-GC-OT (1 MV 69) 24 IM 
SUBJECT » Operational Report, 3d Battalion (Abn), 306th Infantry for 

Period EndiaR 30 April 1969 ROS cSPOR-65 (Ri) (U) 

BA, Headquarter a, I Field Force Tietnon, APO 96330 6 m ^ 

T0* States Arngr Tietnon, HTHi ATHUC-udl, 

I'hia heoaquortera has evaluated eubjeot report and let Indaraenent and 
oonoura. 

FOR THS OOIiMáVBERi 

/// V ^ 

rpr.ñt'RICK E HOLLAND 
1LT AGO 
ASST AB 

Copy f urn« 
2-ACSFGR, BA 
1-3d Bn (Abn;, 506tn inf 



AVHTfC-DST (3 May 69) 3d Ind 
SUBJECT: Op.Mtion.1 R^ort 3d B«tt.Uon (Abn), 50éth Infantry, for 

Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI) 

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 

TO. CoBmandsr in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT, 

îîii8 ¡¡•*JquJrt,p* h" reyiewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned for 

(AÍrb^r^?^ T*1"® 2° AprU 1969 ^00 Headquarters, 3d Battalion 
(Airborne) 506th Infantry and concurs with the report as indorsed. 

FOR THE COMMANDER: 

M.li- 
C 0. WISOf 
1LT, AGC 
AmMmM Aduj'a^t Ltcnirel Cy furn: 

3d Bn, 506th Inf 
I FFV 



G POP- DT (3 May 69) Ijth Ind (U) 
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HO Id Bn T ^ « 

Ending 30 April 1969, ROS CSFOT-óf^í)5 r 

HQ, US Arncr, Solfie, APO San Francisco 96558 j> JUL 6q 

T0: ^r^Sg^onfü^So^06 DeVel^en^ Department of the 

ments and^oncSs ^thl^eport afi^dSrsed!^ ^ f°rWarding ^rse- 

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF: 
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