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1. sgection 1, Significcnt ofg‘:m_;.::fztiond ur it pctivities,

a. gomnend

(1) LTC Jomes E. Hoys retrined comuand ef the 70th Bngineer pottalion
(c)(A) during the entire period, relinquishing cammand on 31 pctober 1969
to M jor Richard E. werks, who becnme :cting commaonder until the crrivol
of 1L 7¢ Jrmes Mcknight, expected on 5 yevember 1969.

(2) a1l companies except D Company. chinged commonders during this
period. m 4 compony, (pt Devid 5. gorbett replaced ¢pt Jolm J. Rice,
who beccne Battalion Muintenance piticer, on 11 august, on 10 pugust
cpt chorles 4. Myers assumed commend of B (ompuany, replacing 1nt Elliott
P. Hoerbert, whe remcined with the unit as Executive officer. on 9 Apugust,
11t stanley D. Lee wes replaced by 1t pobert 1. show as commander of ¢
¢wmpany. Finally on 19 jugust gpt pemnis K. putz took comncnd of Head- -
quiarters gompany from 1yt jyumes R. Denison.

(»; un 11 pugust, Mojor philip J. Galanti Jr becimé Battalion Qperu-
tions ¢fficer; replceing Cpt Bremt ¢. wright who remained os pssistant
operations Ootficer. Om thai same day, Mcjor Richard E. works bec.me Bat-
talion gpxecutive Officex.

b. persamnel, jdministration, morale, piscipline

(1) The pattalion muintained cn avercge assigned strength of 98 per
cent cuthorized m{is cnd 83 per cent cuthorized officers. 7The 630th
Pngineer plotoon (LE) cvercged 98 per cent By und 100 per cent officers.
The bigh percentage of pattalion stremgth comes from & mcaning level
reduotien from 773 to 665. ) '

(a) The authorized md assigned strength of the pattalion :.s of the
end cf the quarter wzs as follows; .

Authorized Assigned
mlisted . o . 66% ‘ 652
officer : 3 ' 29

(b) The cuthorized cnd nssigned strength of the 634th mginear gou-
puny (LE) lst platoon as of the end of the qucrter wne as follows;

Authorised saigned
Blisted 39 42
officor 1 1

(?) mhe short ges of personnel holding critic:l 10ste which existed
lnst qurrter has decrensed this quarter. The only critic.l short..e which
still exists is th t of 105 12943, Pgineer squ:.d leider. rThe putt.lion,

INCL *
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as of 31 October 1969, maintained an authorization of 40, but had only
14 assigned. In many cases, the shortages of assigned personnel were
made up by those 12B40's who had been promoted within the Battalion and
were in grade E-5.

(3) The only moves experienced by the Battalion were the move of A
Company from Khanh Duong to Camp Jerome, Ban Me Thuot, on 31 October in
preparation for the Battalion's return to CONUS for deactivation at the
end of November, and the loss of the 131st Engineer Company (LE) on 1 Sep-
tember, when the unit returned to CONUS. The 131st Engineer Company (LE)
was replaced the lst Platoon, 630th Engineer Company (LE).

(4) Unit morale remained high. With the completion of the guard
towers, the guard commitment was reduced, giving the men more time
off. The news, made general on 8 October, that the Battalion was re-
turning home in late November, also boosted morale, and gave many men
an increased desire to finish the work we had to do.

(a) An average of 29 Article 15's per month were administered for the
Battalion. Thare were 19 field grade Article 15's and 68 company grade
Article 15's during the quarter. Also during the period, there were 4
Summary, and 16 Special Court Martials.

(b) The Battalion Chaplain conducted Protestant services weekly at
the Battalion base camp and Hot Rocks quarry. The Catholic Chaplain from
MACV also gave services weekly at Camp Jerome and at Hot Rocks.

c. Intelligence and Counter-Intelligence

( J) puring the quarter, the §-2 gection purformed its mission of col-
lecting and dissenin@ting intelligence, of being a repository fer cll
secrey documents and of ceordincting 2ll secret documents :nd of coordi~
nating civic cectiony KEDICAP «nd PSYOPS.

ga) Intelligence reports are obtained duily from parlac sector and
the 23rd pivision, LRVN, in Bin Me Phust. wthis informution is dissenin-
ated at evening staff meeivings, «t the w.ekly comr:inders conference wnd
as th: situation warpants.

(b) In the arca of ocivic action, many prejects were undertaken umdcr
the supervision of the g~2 sectien:

{i) 1end clecring on QL-14: The road to Buwn ju off of @-14 was
graded; cleared of under brush far approximately 5@ meters on each side
of the rocd, and the yietnumese were assisted in emplacing a 48"x14t cul=-
vert. This project wus worked on for approximately one month.

(2) 4 firing range was built for Montgnard popular Forces Training

ccop, BMT. A dozer was furnished for four (4) days and assistance was
cotained from tho gpecial porces gdvisor Toam, MACV.

INCL 3
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3) A lot ef land clearing was done and several new roads were
built fer the 45th ;RVN camp. This project lasted for about a month
intermittently.

(4) wells und holos were dug for latrincs during jugust for the pent-
encrd village of ¢hur Tura. There wis epproxim.tely 5 diys werk cn this
project, for 2 B; end one multihoe.

(5) A 5-ton dump truck 8nd bucket loader were provided with epera-
tors fer cleaning up trash in Ban Me Thuot ¢ity. This wis done every
nonth for about 5 doys per month.

(6) The Medical section, with security from $~2, has made 2 medcaps
at Buon gy and 1 at Buon Dha prong. Approximately 60 te 108 patients
were treated en each mcdcap. The Medics have also gone to the 23rd ARVH
mexr pn four times treating small children.

(7) A total ef 363 man-days were expcnded en civic action under the
control of the g-2 scotion.

d. plens, gperations and Training

(1) plans - puring the period 1 jugust 1969 to 31 Qctober 1969,
the 73th pngineer pattalien (¢)(4) porformed its mission which was to:

(&) command sssigned and attached units.

b) Plan and coordinate operatiens of units assigned or attached
te the Battalion.

(c) provide non-divisional pngineer support required for tactical
oporitions in the nattaiion area of responsibility.

(d) Actively maintain a perimeter defense at all base camp and jeb
sites occupied by the pattalion or subordinate units and to defend
assigned perincters against crecy attaske.

(2) ccatat/cperational support
A COMiNY

®) Mirne swecp - 4 d8ily roconnaissance (visual) mine swecp is wade
fror $a5156 to BQ539110 on thc access road leading from the coupany
area *c 7-2l, To this date, no minus have becn found on the access road.

() Bryass Repsir QI-21/27 - Bypass 21/27 was pertially washud out
due to¢ uxcesrive rcinfalle A conpany, 72th Engineer 3attalien reinforced
the heicdw.lle using 30 feet of 4X12 inch maturisl. 24 cubic yurds >f
blan- vock was tinen hauled in to fill in bonind the rop:.ired headwalls,
and an atditioral 7. cuocic yards cf base coursc maturial was used to
Yestore ‘... vraiws)y to a3 jascatle canditicne

(c) nxiine 21/264, = Tue 0 tnc pruvailing weathor cendition:, it
w35 nucessary tiat |, cenp ny, 79th ongr 3n do roepeir verk on ti.o west
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side approcch-way ic Bridge 21/?.8.-4. The existing rock and fill wes re-

nmoved and roplaced with 8 cold mix consisting ¢f three cubic yards ef sand,

three cubic yards of 3/4 inch minus, and twc barrels of rRc-3. The materials

were mixed, sprecd, and tamped te bring the appreach te the level of the
bridge.

(d) Reconncisscnce for gsand - 4 great need for sand has arisen in the
70+h gnginecr pattalionts area of responsibility due to the large quantity

of concrote being used. J Company, 70th pngr Bn has been sending personncl

arovnd the area to rccon for sand. At the present, we have sand at two
locations, (ne site is located along the Eu Krang River at BQ516124.
This site has proved to have a limited quantity of sand which is at this
tine, almost gone. The second site is located along the E. Krang River
at 3Q539116. This site has the best sand, but due to the weather con-
ditions; it is almost impossible to get the sand out without a crene and
clan shsll. work is being dene %o improve the access road te this sand
pit so when the weather breaks, it will be casy to get the 8and out.

(a') Base Camp security - A company, 70th pngr Bn continucd improving
its base camp scourity by installing a tangle feot betwcen the first
and second row of concerting wire. plse they instclled neise makers in
the wire and 4id patch work on the existing ccncertina wire wherever
necassary. The condition of trip flares was checked and new trip fleres
wore added wherever needed.

(£) B Buttery, 5/22 prtillery - The First platoen of j Compuny, Teth
IEr Bn was given the mission of building a fire base for B Battery, 5/22
Artillery. They constructed four (4) gun pads, each 30 foot in diameter,
using S8¢ bags of cement, 60 cubic yards of 3/4 inch minus rock, and 40
cubic yards of sand. A mess hall pad comsisting of three 16x32 foet pads
was also pcured using 135 bags of cemont, 12 cubir yards of }/4 inch pinus
rock; and eight (8) cubic yarcs of sand. Two latrines were camstructed
from 21%4n and lvybn paterisle The project was stopped due to lack of
naterials,

©_COMPANY

B Company performed one combat operational support type mission during

the quarter. Because of their location, at the quarrv site, thev were
primarily used for LOC maintenance and upgrade. The only oneratior:
support mission was the repair of Duc Lap \irfield. For this mission,

four men were kept at the site, with a 3/s-ton truck and an airmobile com-
pactor to stabilize soft arcas on the runway, .ind repair the T-17 mem-
brane covering that was coverineg the runway and taxiwav. On 31 October,
permission was reccived to tear off the membrane, and a squad plus equip-
ment from B Company prepared to move down to accomplish this on 2 November.
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C COMPANY

(a) Repair of Duc Xuyen airfield, directive 205-53..5-1-11 remains
the highest priority project that C Company has assigned. Two squads
from the Second Platoon were kept at An Loc throughout the period.

Work accomplished this period was pouring of 630 cu vds of sand cement

to complete this phase. 265 cu yds of sand has been hauled to the site,
mixed with RC-3 and spread in a 3-inch lift. 150 teet of M3\l matting
has been laid *o date. During this period, a grader and a 2%-ton

truck were transported to the site to expedite operations. Heavy monsoon
rains, difficulty in obtaining air transportation and deadlined equip-
ment have greatly delayed progress on the project and the completion that
was anticipated during this period could not be realized. During this
period 16,800 man-hours were used and 1075 equipment.hours bringing the
respective totals to 23,634 and 1756. Project is about 80% complete and
should be completed befure standdown. c

(b) Aircraft Revetments for CH-47, CD 205-5313-1-11 was assigned to
C Company on 28 Septemher 1969. The directive calls for the construction
of two (2) each U-shaped,.55' long by 25' wide by 9t high revetments for
Chinook helicopters at Camp Coryell, Ban Me Thuot. The project was assign-
ed to the Fi.:t Platoon and work was started on 6 October 1969. The ma-
terials were drawn and the floors and frames were prefabricated in the
company area before they were moved to the site and erected and the sheet
steel siding was placed on the frames. Currently all the structural work
for the revetments is complete and the remaining work is the backfilling
of the revetments. This will be completed prior to 1 November and the
project closed out. 2090 man-hours and 265 equipment-hours have been
expended on the project to date.

(c) Gun Pads, 5/22 Artillery was a project on which C Company ex-
pended considerable effort although the project is assigned to A Company.
C Company hav'ad all the fill necessary to build am apron around the con-
crete pads and a berm to protect the pad area. Eight - 20' culverts were
installed and drainage ditches were cut in the area. Work is ncw complete
on the project. A total of 3515 cu yds of fill was hauled to the site
and C Company expended $90 man-hours and 545 equipment-hours.

(d) Bunker Construction, HQ, C, D, 70th Engineer Battalion, CD 205-
8400-0-11 was assigned to C Company on 8 July 1969 and completed on 12
September 1969. Although work was started last period, the majority
cof the work was done this period. C Company constructed four (4) cf
the concrete and wood bunkers, two (2) in HQ areu and two (2) in C Company's
area. The buuxers are 30'x20' with a concrete floor and 5' high concrete
walls. The roof of the bunkers was of timber construction supported
by timber posts that were placed in the concrete walls. A shower was
installed in one of the Headquarters bunkers. A total of 7660 man-hours
and 300 equipment-hours were vxpended on the project.,

(8
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(e) slthough no work wis dccomplished this peried, a project,
Rehabilitation of Ben Me mThuot AP,y CT 205~8385-0-11 was clesed out this
periods work had bcon suspended an the projeot on 17 May 1969 pending
the arrivol ef matorials te be used as curbing in the cells. j decisien
was nsde te delete the curbing requirement and the project was clesed out
aftcr 8 nenths of worke g total ef 12,527 man hours and 3,607 equipment
hours were oxpended on the project.

(f) Reed Mzintenance, CCS jsrea, directive 205-5306-1-11 is a project
that was carried over from lest period. No work has been dene on this
project during this quarter. No work is planned for the near future
en the project.

(8) combat support, directive 191-5301-1-11 was project assigned on
11 Merch 1969. puring this period, two (2) missiens were campleted by
¢ Cempany under this directive. peth nissions were the clearing ef an
Artillery fire base. Fire base "susan", which is gbout 15 kilometers
south eof Bu pPrang, was cleared for 5/27 jsrtillery and 1/92 artillery.
Fire base "Jerren was clearsd for 2/17 aprtillery and was located south
of fire base "Susan*, In each case the work was coupleted by the
third platoon personnel. The larger trees were blown with ¢-4 and amal-
ler trees and bamboo were removed wi th ohain saws and hand tools. j
total of 2140 man-hours was expended on conbat suppert operations this
peried. :

D COF

(8) Berly in jugust on elcment from this unit oleared an arca north
of uc Lep at YU848878 for 5/22 jrtillery. Appreximitely 200 trees were
blown from an eread approximately 300 meters in diameter. flso several
lorge treoes away from this area had te be blown in order to abtain un-
ebatructed firing.

(b) nuring the first part of puguat D cempiny constructed rire pasc
porrie for 5/22 ;rtillery. tThis fire bese is located at YU991851 and
consists of a 28130t personnel bunker, a 10tx27t fire vontrol bunker,
four 175 mp Howitzer pesitiens and proteotive bormse The 200 meter dia-
ffutor area also had to be cleared. The above work was done in three days
but personnel were utilized throughout the quirter in msinten.nce of
the canp due to the heavy rainfall.

{c) A 29-ton tractnr with 25-ton lewboy irailur and D7E wae utili-
zod at a 5/02 artillory camp and at a MACV conpound. Both of thesa
installaticns arc at ruc lap. Thie opulation was conducted in Ssptember
and Z3sted for thrve days. vwork was dons en berns, duster ponitionc and
an a (rash dunp.

{d) p compiny perscnnel spent thrue dsys during the month of Scp-
tvnbur at camp Ccoryell, Ban Mc Thuot. They wure dismantiing revetments
for the 185th jviation Qoopany» In totil. two H-shaped reveilnents were
dianantled, the m@tericzls transfexrer to “he S-4 yard at caup Jerome

7
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end fi1l from the revetments was stockpiled at the work site. york
was halted due to lack of coastruction materials. This project was |
picked up by A Ccompany when they rejoined the battalion on 31 October.

(e) puring the first week of geptember, D Compiny constructed an8ther
fire base for 5/22 ;rtillery. This was Fire pasc Helen located at YU80-
5631. The fin:l b.se consisted of u 20t1x26t fire direction center with
an area clecared completely around the cempound, a circumference of
560 meters. Fields of fire were also cleared beyend the berm to a dis-
tance of 15@ meters.

f) yeser tle end of. geptember, D company'convoyed.Bo cu yds of
3/4n{~) rock to the 32nd NicV sdvisery Team at gia phia.

(g) Frem 29 september 1969 through 11 october.1969, 2 six nan ele-
ment mineswept and clearcd two areas, eech rproximately 250 meters
in diameter, of trees ranging in diemcter from two te six feet., This
epcration was performed near the MACV ;dvisory facility at rac Th}en.

(h) D comp:ny constructed five, 201x3Ct fighting/living bunkers at
camp Jerome during august and septembecr. They have 5! high cencrete
walls, 8" thick and are for housing officers and senior N(CQis.

1sT PLT 630TH ENGINEER CO (LE)

the work of this platoon was restrictcd to LOC road work and consiruction
support operaticns duvring the gquarter.

(3) Base Canp constructicn

Base camp construction slowed considerably during the quarter, with a

hold placed on new vertical construction; and no new directives for

Base Camp construction being received. Several projects, including the

base camps of the 70th Engineer Battalion were closed out during this

period. With the news that the Battalion was being redeployed, the

directive also came to tear down Camp Jerome, and return the materials

to supply channels. L

A COMPANY

SR

(a) The A Company Base Camp Corstruction directive was c¢losed out
on 30 September. As the camp was not a permanent installation, no
transfer was made to the Installation Engincer.

Rkt ks

(b)  Bue to the approaching monsoon scason, .\ Company installed
18- and 4-inch culvert around the compound to promote pood drainagy
and provide accessibility to arcas of the compound such as the motor
pool and the mess halt. Buse course material was spread over the roads
to build thew up and make them more stable. Individual platoons instal-
led additional brucing in the living-fighting bunkers to compensate for
the added weight of vet sandbaps on the roof.

25
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(c) Parking Area Repair of Transportation Command, BMT East, CD 505-
: 8389-0-11 was project carried over from last period that was completed on
j 29 August 1969. The work completed this period included the hauling and
spreading of 245 cu yds of 3"(-) rock to complete the 62,000 sq ft parking
area. Expended this period, were 155 man-hours and 80 equipment-hours
bringing the respective total to 392 and 166 for the entire project.

(d) LSA Laundry Point, BMT, directive 505-8417-0-11 was assigned to
C Company in September. The directive called fer construction of a modi-
fied SEA Hut with a concrete floor to serve as a laundry in Camp Jerome.
The project was started on 12 September 1969 and a concrete floor was pour-
ed. At this point a decision was made to locate the laundry at a differ-
ent site due to the non-availability of a water supply at Camp Jerome.
The floor was then used as a new site for the Battalion movie theater. A
total of 380 man-hours and 55 equipment-hours were utilized on the project.

(e) Technical Assistance, SEA Hut Construction 5/22 Artillery, CD £05-
5306-1-11 and 505-5307-1-11 are the projects that were assigned to C Com-
pany on 2 April 1969. Construction was stopped during last period end was
not resumed this period. The assigned project consists only of technical
assistance. The total number of SEA Huts completed remains at 28 of an

authorized 46.

VIR

D COMPANY

(a) D Company was assigned the task of improving the lighting of
| ) Camp Jerome during this quarter. 45 new poles were added within the
| : camp and also along the perimeter, light assemblies being installed on
[f 3 the latter. Approximately 10,000 feet of new wire was also strung. D
Company also provided maintenance assistance for all Battalion lighting

during the quarter,

‘ . {b) A new front gate for Camp Jerome was constructed and pipe from
which to suspend a battalion sign was welded and made ready to erect.

(¢¥ Throughout the period . “mpany maintained and improved their
. section of Camp Jerome's perime.. Most signiticant was the erection
ﬁ of four guard towers. Grass was (ut regularly, tin cans hung in the wire,
: claymores and trip-flares added and on several occasions the berm was im-

proved through the use of D7E's.

e O e

{d) Maintenance was performed when necessary on the bridge and pre-
tab vards, each located in the D Companv arvug.

4
] (¢) Two latrines, euch 6'NI2', burn-cut tvpe., were vonstructed for
HHC during this reporting period.

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY




- A~ s

B odiivong s i s-apt il

b =l

.¢) On 31 October, A Company moved into Camp Jerome, and D Company,
864th Engineer Battalion began to tear down the & Company Base Camp.

B_COMPANY

The B Company base camp was also completed during the quarter on 30 :
September. Work after that date consisted of renovation and maintenance 5
of the base camp. Included amorig these maintenance operations were:

(a) Living/fighting bunkers were renovated, additional bracing was
added in each bunker, additional sand bags were added for protection wund
12 bunkers considered unsafe were completely rebuilt.

(b) Offices were constructed by means of partitions in the mess hall
and the TOC.

{c) A mortar pit was constructed for defensive protection and mortar
illumination.

(d) 300" of drainage ditches were dug using backhoe and explosives.

C COMPANY

(a) Base Camp Construction, 17th Air Cav, Ban Me Thuot, East Field
was a project assigned to C Company on 31 August 1969. Work was started
on the same day in order to have ready for occupancy by nightfall. Twenty-
four (24) temporary helicopter revetments were constructed by pushing up ‘
berms with a D7E and placing a rock lift of 3"(-) for the pad. A defen- :
sive berm of 1150 meters was pushed up with D7E dozers and approximately
40 acres were cleared to provide fields of fire. Technical assistance was |
provided in the construction of i300 meters of perimeter wire, 19 fighting
bunkers and a TOC. Frames for four latrines were prefabbed and erected
at the site. Work was concluded on 10 September 1969 and a total of 860
man-hours and 280 equipment-hours were expended.

(b) Base Construction, Camp Jerome, CD 505-5305-1-11 was continued |
during this period by C Company. During this period, the last of the R
authorized construction was completed with the construction of one liv-
ing/fighting bunker. Work was continued on battalion drainage with the
installation of 254' of culvert of various sizes. The road around High
Nest and HQ bunkers was completed and rock was placed in HQ's and C Com-
pany's motor pools. C Company erected four (4) guard towers with slec.p-
ing bunkers along its perimeter and assisted HQ Company in construction
of their towers. A new fence was installed at the PX and the old fence
removed. C Company also hauled and maintained a stockpiie of 3"(-) rock
within the base camp for use on various projects and in the base camp.

In addition to the above, the normal maintenance and minor improvement
were made to maintain and improve the appearance and camfort of the Base
Camp.

10 ,
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(4) rOC Mtintenance and ypgrading

A COMTiNY

A comprny, 7@th Engineer pattalionts area of responsibility cxtends from
Bridge 21/24 to pridge 21/31. yithin this arca the company has been pri-
rarily concerned with; a. petholing the highway, b. (onstructien of by-
passes at the critical bridges, ¢. Preparing abutments for the construe-
tion of permanant bridges and d. Assisting the 864th pngr Bn (Ccnst) in
asphclt oparetions along our arca of responsibility.

(8) First Platoon finished the work on Bridge 21/29 with assistance
fron tho gecond platoon and the 131st Engr go (LE)e Pill wes hauled in
using 290ts and a vibratory roller was used for the compaction. The road
over the three culverts is prepared btut duec to a lew compaction test, it

will have te be dug up and recompacted before the final surface can be ap-
plied. ’

(b) The second platoon, j cempeny, has been preparing Bridge 21/31
for a triple concrcte box culvert. Two DTE dozers dug a trench west of
the origingl bridge site where the concrete box culvert is to te placed.
The bypess was moved 20 feet to the south to allow for the construction
of the culvert in its new location. ftThe gsecond rlatoon aided the pirst
platoon in pouring 'the ebutments at Bridge 21/30. The Second platoon
also worked with D company, 864th Engr Bn (con8t) te dismantle ¢ company,
864th Engr Bn (const) base camp.

(¢) The Third platomn working on Bridge 21/38 poured the east abut-
nent footer, poured both the &ast and west abusuents, set the steel and
constructed the superstructure using 8nxl2r and 26" m:terial, thus ocm-
pleting the bridge, rhe approaches were completed by the 630th Engr co
(1LE) with assistance from the Third rlatoon.

(d) potholing has been going on steadily for the past threce months
with the pirst platoon doing the majority of the work. jsphalt from the
610th gngineer coppony (CS) plant was utilized to backfill the potholes
when available. whon asphalt was not svaileble, a cold mix consisting
of 3/4 inch minus rock, sand, and Rc-3 was used. Tho asphalt plant was
in operation only bricfly auring this repcrting period, so most of the
backfilling was done with the cold mix. In conjunction with the pot-
holing, the First platoon repaircd four culverts which were damuged by the
creus doing tho shoulder repair work botween piidge 21/30 and Bridge 21/31.

B cOMTANY
(a) nridge 32 -~ Fron sit2 preparation for abutncnt and wing walls at
ti¢ buminning of this quartcrly peried, bridge 32 progressed to completion

and wag officially opcned on 31 gctober 1969. physical charncteristics
of the bridge aru as follows.

(1) class 90 - 1 way, (lass 55 - 2 ways.

B L
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(2) 5 steel stringers, 0 vil08, with timbur deck
(3) 40t length, 26v4n roadway width
(4) Two 21 welkways

(b) Bridge 33 - Bridge 33 wes also campleted during this quarterly
period and was elsc officially opemed on 31 gctober 1969. Bridge 33 po. -
sesses the same physical characteristics as Bridge 32 above.

(o) Bridge 36 - ,n eddition to the footer was constructed. ) rebar
c3ge was constructcd for the abutmont and the abutment was poured. Beam
seats ware inatalled. The bridge is expected to be completed in oarly
¥ovember. '

(d) B Cempany also potholed along QI~21s Approximately 39 cubic
yards of hot mix asphalt were uged during the first part of jugust, but
aftor that a cold wix had to be wuscd. 125 cubic yards of cold mix were
used for the remainder of the quayter in potholing opcrations. °

C_CaMPANY

c cqﬁpany did no work on 10C Maintecnance and gpgreding during the
quarter, as it is assignod nmost of the combat/operational Suppert nis~
sions of the pattalion. ’

D COMPANY

(2) D company continued ﬁofholing operations this quarter throughout
their AOR and also cxtending into B company's ACRe Approximetely 70 cubic
yards of c0ld asphalt mix was utilized during this period.

(b) 110 cubic yards ef 3v(-) was placed at the bypasses at Bridge
37. Bridge 38 and pridge 38). Rainf:ll had causcd the roadways at these
locations to begin washing away. The rock provided effective stabili-

oitien,

(c) A Gradeall was used at the Bridge 37 bypass to build a chcck
dam to prevent road washout. frhe bridge was alsc recenned and thc
resiults delivered to -3 for development of new plans.

(d) pridge 38 was completed during this yeporting period. Bridge
opcning cecremonies were conducted on 30 gctober 1969, rhe abutrient
forms wexo completed and the abutient was pourci. 375 cu yds of tlast
rocky 105 cu yds of 3(-) rock and selccted local fill was utilizcd in
rorcaction arcind ti.e abutnent and in building up the roadwayv. . 12.3
meter siecl ctringcer bridge. comploete with wvalkways and hand rails was
constructeds  ©39th Engireer comp;ny'(LE} cuLinl -we the bridge ffor opene
1 ¥ oringing tiic roadw:y up to grads.
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15T PLATOON, 63CTH RNGR CO LE)
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(8) The 1st platoon, 630th Engineer go (LE), in addition to the ap-
pra.ch work on the bridges already mentioned primarily cancerned itself
with shoulder work and the production of crushed rock from the quarry at -
Het Rocks during the quarter, a total of 13,437 cubic yards of 3t(~) rodk,
and a total of 957 cubic yards of 3/4t(-) were crushed for use in the 1LOC
Maintenance snd ppgrade program, Maintenance problems with the crusher
kept the production lower than expected.

(b) mhe monsoon seascn kept shoulder werk to a minimum during this
period. 4 total of 8 kilameters of shoulders were cut out and the base
compacteds Rock was placed and compaoted on 5 kilometers of shoulders. .

13157 ENGINEER COMPANY (LEY

(2) There was little paving done in the area of eperatioms of the
T0th pngincer pattalion during the quarter, and none after the stand-
down of the 13lst Engineer company (LE) en 18 pugust. prier to tact, a
total of 6.8 kilometcrs wei« paved, using a tetal of 4,570 cubic yards
of asphalt produced by the 61@th pngineer Company (CS).

(b) prior to their deperture, the 13lst Engincer (cmpany also worked
on the base course for QI~21. puring pugust, a total of 600 meters were
prepared by scarifying the cxisting base course, adding 3"(-) roek, and
compacting after an asphilt spray had bcen applied. 2t the time, all
base course work which had to be accomplishel was,completec.

(¢) puring jugust a +ntal of 540 tons of hot nix asphalt were used
by the 131st pngineer con.any (LE) as base course, using ;. modificd grader
tc sprecad the asphclt and then compacting with & stecl wheeled voller.

(;) Training

() puring the last quarter, the .ttalion Replacoment fPraining progran
was expandcd. 4 replacoment now spends 3 doys in the classroom. @me
waek of ficld training in patrollpg- is givenm tc 2 men from each company
per weeke The Battalion trains 20 men in patreling pcr month.

(©) The Battalion also conducts mandatory training every sunday nmorn-
ing for 2 - 3 hours.

(¢) puring the pariod 1 september - 15 potober, the Brigade consolida-
tion pronth was hcld. The consolidation Month progran was pursuad when
rainfall prevented werk on assigned projocts. This prograr congisted of
classroon instruction and improvecment work on company facilitics snd de-

funsese The following is a breakdown by company of the actual hours ex~
pendud an each coneolidatiarr area.
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AREA COMPANY

HC s B < 3
Base camp pefense 62 48 20 17 20
} gafesy . 11 ‘ 5 5 1 ’
i Maintenance 11 14 13 16 13
sree mprovement 30 15 10 3 10
1 Supply 7 10 5 10
Training 13 22 20 18 ’ 20
constructien Management ] ] L 5 o

consolidation Month proved beneficial in that it scrved te tigh*ev pmany
areas which had not received proper emphasis during the prime construction
80as0n.

e. Logistics ' i

(1) some critical equipment shortages were filled during the quarter.
There are, however, still @ neticeable number of critical items short for
the pattalion. fThese shortages are.

Nomenclature 4uth  on jand - ghort
pistributor, Bitu;::inous, tk otd 1 0 : l
. Genacator 3 Xw it 13 10 3
Genecatar 5 ¥y AC 2 0 2
Sawy chain V] 3 9
Txuck, 5-ton dunp 55 43 12
i . Tank and pump unit, liq disp tk 6 o 6
i ntd '
- (2) monnago and typc of aircraft used during this quarter for sup-
ply and transportation of equipnent are as follews.
Adrcraft Tonnago
Ug-1D juey 4 Tons
Ch-5+ Flying Cranc 3., Tons
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Adrcraft Tonnage
CH~46 chincok 15 Tons

(3) puring the period, the pettalion operatcd thrce (3) water points.
A Ccompany produced a total of 312,700 gallons; B company produced 36,000
gallons; and the Battalion water peint produced 393,000 gallons during the

quarter.

f. 7Force pevelopment; None

g+ (onnand mManagement: .None

he Inspector genocral: ©pNone |

i, pnformation: None

je (ivio pAffairs;

A_COMPANY

The distriot chief of yhanh puong Dpistrict asked that the entrmnceways
inte ghanh chi villsge be improved because of the large number of civi-
lian vehicles stopping at the market place there. fThe entrances dipped
below the grade of the road and the culverts running urder them were dan-
azed to the point of being almost non-exlstant. The First platoon of 4
company, TOth mngineer pattalion, constructed culverts using empty 55 gal
druns end placed these culverts in the four cntrance ways. fThey then bgck-
fi17ad the culverts with three-inch ninus rock and hgse course material
bringing the entrences to the grade of the rogd, thus pernitting easier
access to the village.

B COMIANY

R co-pany and the lst platoon, 630th Engincer (oupany, working in con-
junctioa performed civio actisn duties in & number of wayss

(8) The xloc memorial express way was completed by the 630th.on the
access rcad to MACV et Buon Ea yang. The expressway runs, from Q‘,b-21‘. .
to phuoc ;n pistrict Headquarters. The work consisted of ditoching, crown-

ing and soLie rebuilding with lecal fill, over approximately 5 miles of raad.

(b) A new road from the 1ambretts station st Thuan Hei to Buon ynier B
was cui, filled and shaped from scratch to give the people of that pamlet
accecs %o the main road. m order to build this road it was necessary to
open & new laterite pit. The recon for & suitablc locaetion yielded an
izon ore deposit so rich that after epening it up with the esrthi-moving
eéquirnent, the villagers are planning to tap the iron deposit.

-
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(c) At phouc i~ pistrict Headquartcrs *he road was relocated and &
day spent land clearing, opening up two additional acres of land to
be incorporated inside the district ®mpound. with the aid of a 290M
a punji pit wae dug around the new perineter as the ARVN's erected the
barbed wire entanglenents. 4 highly successful joint effort toward the
inprovenent of the pase dofemse of phu xohn pistrict.

From the phuoc ;n pistrict to the MAQV compound the road efforts
required major earthnoving to raise tho existing road surface. jfter
raining and shaping this lest seoction of road to the MACV compound the
entirae length of raad from @2l te the compound was re-designated the gloc
Memorial pxpressway to honor & nearby village chief.

The work ended with the construction and upgrading of the road from
the MACV compound to the village of Buon Ea yang B. In addition to major
earthmoving this road work also required the assembly amd placement of
of two culverts wes done by the villagers under supervision of the Equip-
nent NCOIC.

rhe entire projoct of approximately 15 miles of roadwork took approxi-
nately 1 month to complete by one section ef the light equipment platoon
assisted at varioua locations by ARVN soldiers or Montangnard villagers.
A highly successful attenpt st area pacification by winaing the hearts am
minds thoroughly enjoyed by all that participated.

(d) conourrently the other scétion of the platoon in between work
on bridge approachcs and shoulder work on Q21 was eble to assist in the
villagers in Buon Sunt. Three 20 foot cuiverts were assembled and placed
to provide vehicle access from the road to the village. yith access gein-
ed the ecuipment moved ingide the village campound to provide interios
road upsrading and land clearing for placement of new buildingse.

C COT LY

AP

ARVN T@pendent pousing, directive 847-8757-N-11 was assigned to ¢ gon-
pary on 20 Nny 1969 and is still an open project. fThe directive calls

for equipment support and technical assistance, however, no effort was
expended on this project during the quarter and no further effort is anti-
cipated. Salvaged material from old guard bunkers that were torn out in
Camp Jerome was made avuilable to ARVN personnel.

2. Section 2, Commanders Observations, Evaluations and Recommendations/
Lessons Learned.

a. Personnel: None
b. Opcrations:
(1) FPerimeter Defense

(a) Observation: Tin can noise-makers placed in perimeter wire are
often conspicuous tiom celestial light during the hours o! darkness.

(b) Eviduation; T~ cens should be burned with a petroleum proluct.
if the tin cans are painted instead of burncd, some of their resonant
guai:lities are destroyed.

/e
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(¢) Recommendation: That these cans should be burned as stated.
Small holes should be punched in the cans prior to burning. Heat
greatly weakens the seams and subsequent punching or cutting invariably
results in the entire lid falling out.

(2) Abutment Construction

(a) Observation: The situation made it necessary to mix concrete
in one area and transport it across a gully to the abutment forms.

(b) Evaluation: It was evident that a chute would be necessary.
Since the suitable mix would have to be pushed through the chute,
it must be constructed to enable the support of several men, plus the mix.

(c) Recommendation: Using 30' utility poles as stringers at 4' c/c
with 8' lengths of 4"x8" lumber at 24" c/c spanning across them, a struc-
ture was built capable of supporting the required weight. A catwalk of
three rows of 3"x12" decking on either side of the chute provided an area
for the personnel to work. All materials were able to be re-used after
completion of the pouring operation.

(3) Perimeter Defense

(a) Observation: Vegetation within perimeter wire entanglements is
always a problem.

(b) Evaluation: During this quarter, Dalapon, a water soluble her-
bicide, became available through supply channels. This necessitated the
development of a mobile dispenser that could easily be constructed.

(c) Recommendation: A gravity dispenser was easily constructed
from four, 55-gallon drums, 2 abreast and 2 high. Pipes with 2" interior
diameter connect the two upper drums to the two lower drums. T's and
elbows incorporate the solution of the two lower drums into a single 30!
dispensing arm made {rom 3/4" interior diameter pipe. The greater the
distance that this dispensing arm rests below the drums, the greater the
issuing pressure. The end of th> dispensing arm is capped, and 3/16" holes
were drilled every inch in the © 20" of the dispensing arm. The drums
were braced with U-shaped picket: This dispensiag unit can be easily
attached to mcrt vehicles.

{(4) Protective Berms Around Project Sites

(a) Observation: When working at a site which is in a low area where
there is & problem with water draining or seeping into your work area, it
is advisable to construct 4 protective berm around the site to stop the
water.

(b} Evaluation: \ protective berm wil! stop most of the water from

draining into the job site, it will also provide an adequate place from
which to operate equipment.

17
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5) Eypedieni Culverte
(5) mmp

(a') gbservation; when tieze is a shortage of steel culvert or the
job doesntt warront the use of steel culvert, e suitable culvert cun be
construoted from empty 55 grllen drums with both ends removed,

(b) gvaluatisn, yhen using 55 gullon drums for culvert it is best -

to weld the drime¢ together and alse weld siruls at intervals around
the boarrel orossing the welded jaint and perpendicular to it. rThese
stru$s will prevent the drums frou being broken apart under the stress
of traffic.

(c¢) recommendgtions If yeu use the 55 gcllon drums for culvert in
place of the standard aetal culvert, be sure that you connect them
properly and they should last es leng as the standard culvert.

(6) gonorete ' Hrm Brecing
(@) observatian; 1n bracing the forms for pouring an abutment,

bolis ware used to fasten the forms to the end dam, but there were
ne washers available.

(b) Evaluation: The top of an artillery canister, with a hole
bored through it, is an excellent substitue for a washer.

() néoomnendationg Expedient washers mny be used when regulcr
washers are net on hand, and, a%¥ times, even be better because of a
lerger bearing area.

(7) Bunker construction

(e) observation; pue to an excess of backfill on bunkers, a pericd
of heaVy rain cgused sevare strain en the structures,

(b) Evaluation; Evecuste the bunkers and rebrace to insure that
the bunkers are safe.

(¢) Recommendntion; After rebracing - excerise camtion and backfill

only ‘o an cppropricte degree. (mne - two feet of cover will provide
adequate protection.

(3) Use of construotien Equipment

(8) observation; In attempting to use as nuoh construction equip-
meat a8 possible, personnel tend to conocentrate on getting more equip-
nent rather than evaluating the labor foroce at hand to see if they can -
be properly utilized with more equipment.

(b) Evaluation: When using two 16S mixer in pouring an abutment,
for example, there must be available a sufficient number of personnel
to keep both running smoothly or coordination of the two pieces of
equipment will suffer.
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(o)' Recommendation; Befcre trying to utilize more constructiom
equipment on any given job, evaluate the available work force to sece
if they cin handle it.

(9) curing conorete properly

(c) Observation; Extremc heat and dry weather ccuses froshly
poured concrete to dry rapidly.

(b) Evoluntion; (Comerete, im ordoer to ourc properly, should dry
very slovly in order that it will not crcak.

(¢) Recomnendations A good way to keep freshly poured cament from
drying too fast is plaoce sotton burlap sandbigs over the cntire arca
and wet down every hour or two. 4 better wy, if you hove the natorial,
is to wet down the cement und place clear plastic over tho area, This
will ellow concretc toc cure and harden slowly and cause laess oracking,

(10) peviation from Originel Blueprints

(a) obsarvation: peviation from the original bluoprints issued
couses tmoh time to be lost and materials arc used ineffectively.

(b) Evaluation; when building NCO living bunkers, mcny changes
were brought cbout in the riddle of the job which ccused wnocesscry
redoing of previously oomploted werk,

(e) Reccmnendotion; whan o new idea or ceviation fronm origincl
blueprints issued cre made, work should be stcpped, new hlueprinte
drewn up and put into effect in lieu of a hophezard plan due to mater-
ial avcilability.,

C. Trcining anc Qrgunization:s Yoma
d. Intellirenco: None
Ge ]logistics; Nonme

f. OQthexr: (onc

RR THE COMMANDER:
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EGA=CO (31 Octouer 1969) 1st Ind
SUBJiCT: Operational Kepcrt of 70th Engineer Battalion (C)(A) for Period
Ending 31 October 1969, KCS. CSFOR-65 (R1)

Di, Heauquarters, 35th Engineer Group (Const), ~PO 96312, 23 Hovember 1969
T0: Commanding General, 18th Enginecr Brigade, arO $6377

1. The Uperational Report - Lessons Learned of the 70th Zngineer Bat-
talion (Combat) for the quarter ending 31 Uctober is an accurate account

of the unit's activities. The 70th 3Battalion was tasked to accomplish
several combat support missions during the period and ail these priority

missions were accomplished in a timely manner,

2. This headquarters concurs with the observations and recommendations

of the Battalion Commander.
ARY A. ')}%FFITE ;

CCL, CE
Commanding
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AVBC-CG (31 October 1969) 2nd Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 70th Engineer Battalion (Combat)
for the Period Bnding 31 October 1969, RCS CSF(R~65 (R2)

DA, HEADQUARTERS, 18TH ENGINEER BRIGADE, APO 96377 1 6 DEC iauy
T0: Commanding General, U.S. Amy Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC-DST, APO 96375

1. This Headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report - Lessons
Learned for the 70th Engineer Battalion (Combat), as indorsed by the
35th Engineer Group (Const), The report is considered to be an excel-
lent account of the Battalion's activities during the reporting period,

2, This Headquarters concurs with the observations and recommendations
of the Battalion and Group Caumanders, ’

Jeo W. MORRIS
Brigadier General, USi
Cammanding

CF:
1 - GO, 35th Engr Gp
1 = CO, 70th Engr Bn




AVHGC-DST (31 Oct 69) 3d Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report of 70th Engineer Battalion (C)(A) for period
ending 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATIN: GPCP-DT,
APO 96558

This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned

for the quarterly period emding 31 October 1969 from Headquarters, 70th
Engineer Battalion (C)(A) and concurs with the report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

LAty

J\.A.'hj. A\,-__
Cy furn Assistant Adjutant Geners]
70th Engr Bn ‘
18th Engr Bde
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GPOP-DT (31 Oct 69) 4th Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 70th Engineer Battalion ( Combat)
(Army) for Period Ending 31 Cctober 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 ¢ JAN /0

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D, C. 20316

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

!
/ 7 =
S 71\Q g~

JOEX F. DUNN
Colonel, AGC
Deputy Ldjutent TeneraT
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