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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY JNOLEXLED /
HEADQUARTERS 58TH MEDICAL BATTALION
APO San Francisco 9691 -[-
AVCA=MB=GD-BA 12 August 1966

SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1966
(CRS=CSFOR-65)
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le The number of medical units assigned to the 58th Medical Battaliue
was reduced when the newly arrived 74th Medical Battalion became wperational
on 5 July 1966,

a., The following units were taken from the S8th Medical Battalion
and reassigned to the 74th Medical Battelion effective 5 July 1966:

2nd Medical Detachment (MA)
25th Medieal Detcochment (MA)
202nd Medical Detachment (MA)
673rd Medical Detachment (QA)

b. The 935th Medical Detachment (XO) was reassigned from the 58th
Medical Battalion to the 93rd Evacuation Hospital effective 1y June 1966,

>
& ce This left the 58th Medical Battalion with the following assigned
S nits:
S0th Medical Company (Clr)
- 561st Medical Company (imb)
& 616th Medical Company (Clr)
o, o
cﬂg 2, 50th Medical Company (Clr)
=l

a, The 50th Medical Company (Clr) arrived in Vietnam on L June //'
1966 The unit debarked fram the USKS Gordon at Vung Tau and its personnel
vere flown to the Bien Hoa airfield and then trucked to the Longz Binh area,
The widt is presently staging in. tents in th§ qgoainh arcae
v s e
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LVCA-MB-GD=BA 12 August 1966
SUBJECT: Jperational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1966
(CRS=CSFOR-55)

h. During the unit!s staging period from L June 1966 to present,
it has assisted in staging the newly arrived 2Lth Evacuation Hospital. The
50th Mecdical Company (Clr) was given the mission cf establishing a complete
staging area o include enough tents with floors for approximately two hun-

dred troops of the 24th Evacuation Hospital and to provide an operating mces faw

cility, They also furnished the security for the staging area during cone
struction and for the first few nights after arrival of the 24th Evacuation
Hospitale

ce The 50th Medical Company (Clr) has a mission at present of
constructing the facility it will occupy (wards and billets) to support the
2Lth Evacuation Hospital when both units become operational,

de The 50th Medical Company (Clr) is commanded by Capte. Thomas
Ja 20" vrille MC,

1, 56lst Medical Company (Amb)

a, This unit continued its ground ambulance support mission for
the units within its area of responsibility. A major pertion of the unitls
mission is in Saigon where one platoon of ambulances is utilized in support
of the 3rd Field Hospital, the Rice Mill complex, the Strategic Communications
Facility, the Saigon Support Command including the dock area, and the 519th
Military Intelligence Battalion. The ambulances are also on call for emere
gencies at the 17th Field Hospital, In addition, medical evacuation runs
are made from the 3rd Field Hospital to the 21lst Casualty Staging Unit of the
Air Force at Tan Son Nhut,

b, The other two platoons are located in Long Binh and have the
mission of providing army level ground ambulance support to the lst Infantry
Division at various locations and medical units in the Long Binh and 3ien Hoa
areas. The medical evacuation runs from the 93rd Evacuation Hospital at Long
Binh to the 21st Casualty Staging Unit at Tan Son Nhut are part of the mission
performed by the company, The 3rd Surgical Hospital located near Bien Hoa is
also supported by ambulances of this unit.

ce The uait had its headquarters and one platoon in Saigon for supe
port of the Saigon arca, The other two platoons are located in the Long Binh
areas, On 28 and 29 July the unit moved its headquarters from Saigon to the
Long Binh area, The major portion of the wunit is now at Long Binh and is in
the proc-ss of building billets, showers, latrines, etc, for its new location
in which all company elements will be together except for ambulances on com-
mitments; primarily in the Saigon area.



AVCA~MB-GD~BA 12 August 1966
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1966
(CRS~CSFOR=45)

de The unit elements from Saigon completed their move from Saigon
AFO US Forces 96243 to Long Binh, APO US Forces 96L91 on 29 July 1966 and

remained operational during the move, No problems were incurred durirg the
move,

- €o The unit was commanded by Capt. Calbrieth L, Simpson MSC from
1 May 1966 to 25 July 1966, Capte William J. Be Ross Jre MSC assumed command
on 26 July 1966 and is the present commander.

Lo 616th Medical Company (Clr)
a¢ This unit continued its mission of supporting the 93rd Evacuation
Hospital by providing a convalescent holding facility of two hundred bed cap=-
acity during the reporting period, This was accomplished with the headquartcrs
and two platoons loceted adjacent ‘to the 93,4 Evacuation Hospital ‘in Long
Binh, The remaining platoon is located in Phu Loi and has forty beds set up
in support of the lst Infantry Division Artillery and other support unitse

be The {cllowing officers commanded the unit during the repoerting.
period as indicateds

(1) Maj Paul H., Wengrovitz MC commanded 1 to 3 May 1966,

(2) Capt John R, Grant MC assumed command on L May 1966.

(3) Capt Frank R, Olney MC assumed commard on10 June 1966

(L) Capt David F, Pawliger MC assumed ccmmand on 18 July 1966,
S. Hg's and Hq's Detachient, 58th Medical Battalion

a. This unit centinued its mission of command, control, and planning
to include supply and organizational maintenance support for its assigned units.

b. During the reporting period the fullowing listed officers com=
manded the battalion:

(1) Lt Col Lewis A, VanOsdel MC assumed command on 12 April 1966.

(2) Maj Paul H. Wengrovitz MC assumed command on 9 May 1966.

.



AVCAWMB-GD-BA 12 August 1966
SUBJECT: Operational Repcrt for Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1966
(CRS~C3F0R65)
Seation II,Coumanders Observations and Recommendations

Part I, Observations (Lessons Lsarned):

Unit Arrival

Ttem: "Precmature" arrival of unit in-country.

Discussion: 1le The 50th Medical Company (Clr) arrived in Vietnam on L June

1966 and is still quartered in a tent staging area, - Enlisted pr~sonnel have been
parcelled out to various neighboring madical units for further on the job '
training, The Medical Corps Officers, with the exception of the unit cormander,
were sent on temporary duty to other medical units, both divisional and non-
divisional, .

2, The 50th Medical Company (Clr) arrived in Vietnam at least sixty to
ningty days too soon for proper utilization, It is therefore recommended that
inceming medical units be programmed to arrive nearer to the prijected oper-
ational date when a mission and operatirmnal arca are available.

'Qbservation: Higher headquarters is cognizant of this problem,

Part II, Reccmmcndations: None

) .
oD f b T

PAUL 4, WENGROVIT _._7?
Major MC
Commanding

DI‘-‘TDIP’JTIO\I
- I"Jo:S, Force Development, Dept of the Army
thru channels) Washington D.Ce 20310

RS Cm"ra*:der in Chief, U.Ss Army, Pacific
ATTN: GPCP-~MH, APO 96558

3 - Deputy Commandm'v General, U.S, Aray,
ATTN: AVC-DH Victnam AP0 96307

1l - Commanding General, lst Logistical
Command AFO 96307

3 =~ Commanding Officer, 68th lMedieczl
Group ATTN: S=3 AP0 96L91

Info Copies:;
1 « Commanding Officer, UoSe Aray
Support Command, Saigon AP0 96307
1 ~ Commanding Oificer, Long 3inh Sub
Lrea, APO 9€L91
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AVCA MB-GD-PO (12 Aug 66) 1st Ind
SUBJZCT: Operational Report for Quarterly Pericd Ending 31 July 1966
(CRS-CSFOR~65)

HEADQUARTERS, 68TH MEDICAL GROUP, APO 96491 13 August 1966

T0: 1CSFCR, Department of the Army, VWashington, D.C. 20310
#Commending Officer, 44th Mediesl Brigade, APO 96307

1. HHD, 58th Medical Battalion was operational for the emtire peried
covered by this report,

2. a. Reference Section II, Part I of basic report., Thls maticr was

alluded to on page 31 of USARV Medical Newsletter, June=July 1966. (exiract
inclosed)

b, Real estate in the Long Binh Sub-irea, RVN, for medical units is
allocated to this head-gquarters by the CO, Long Binh Sub-irea in accordance
with the USARV Base Development Plan for Long Binh, This headguarters can re-
quest real estate in certain locations of Long Binh but in the final analysis
ectual location is derived as indicated above,

¢, The Commanding Officer, Lonz Binh Sub-Area would not have granted
permission to occupy the land selected for the 50th Medical Company (Clearing) in
its original state, It was scrud land, flat end peorly drained., It would not
have been possible to erect tents on it, Minimun essentisl preparation include-
ed clearing the land and laying a foundatlon of laterite, The U,S. Army Engine
eers have and are doing the vwork as fast as possible considering their tremen-
dous work-lozd and the adverse effect of monsoon rains,

d, Because of controls on real esizte in RVN it is not vossible to
select any site desired. Vs must taks what we get and then obtain engineer
effort to provide minimm essential preparation,

e, It is realized that it is not always possible to coordinate arri-
val of a unit with the completion of the site the unit is to occupy. Best possi-
ble use is nade of all persomnel of a unit, esnecially professional personnel,
vhile the unit's site is being prepared, Vhile the 50th Medicel Company (Clear-
inz) is not yet performing its primary nission its professional personnel are /
being used in patient care and its other personnel have performed a valuable
service in staging other units and now preparing its cwn unit ares on a self-
help basis, '

f. Ideally it would be best if the inconing unit arrived just in time
%0 cccupy an already prepered sitc, I realize this is not always possibls, With
resnect to the 50th Medical Cormany (Clearing) it could not have beccme opera=
tional even if the land was ready becauss its equipment was delayed for several
rezsons and did not arrive until early Aucust, 7]

» / i
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Binh 325/326 \\_r_;:;n-._:;:ztas Co PIXLEY

17C, Medical Corps
Commandiing
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EXTRACT OF USARV MEDICAL NZWSLATIER JUNE - JULY 1966

One asrea which we have been unable to reconcils, is the apparent inabile
ity of medieal units arriving in Vietnam to accept temporary austere condi-
tions and "get with it" and become operational., Vhy does a command and con=
trol headquarters take weeks or even ronths to become onerational? In at least
on¢ case, a full half of a normal tour will be pacsed before a hospital unit
becomzs fully opsrationale It is agreed that the semi-permanent structures being
used in Vietnan are desirable and enhance patient care, but we also kncw that
the medical mission can be carried out at least temporarily without buildings.

Inclogure # 1 70 i= -
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AVCA~IB=-GD-PO (12 Aug 65) 2nd ‘nd
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1966.

HEADGUARTERS, 44th Medical Brigade, APO 96307, 25 August 1966
TO: Cosmanding General, 1st Logistical Command, ATTN: AVO-GO-H, APO 96307

Concur with the provisions of the basic report, aud the comuents as /
contained in the 1st Indorserment.

FCR THE COMMANDER:

e

TEL: Lynx 893 RICHARD M. -HERIOT
Major, MSC
1 Incl Adjutant
ne :
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AVCA GO-H (12 August 1966) 3rd Ind
SUBJUCT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1966
(CS CSFOR=65)

HEADQUARTERS, 1ST LOGISTICAL CONMAND, APD 96307 g <ra ‘56
TO: Comranding General, United States Army, Vietnam, ATTN: AVEGC-DH

1. Forwarded in accordance with AR 1-19 and USAKV Regulation 870-2,

4 2. Concur with the Operational Keport of the 58th ledical Battalion
_/ as indorsed,

FOR THE COMZANDER :

Tel: ILynx 834 Gleasn A. Deyle
Cat, AGC
At Adjutant General



LVHGC-DH 4th Ind
SURJLCT: Operational Report-Lessons Lezrned for A4th Guarters FY 1966
(RCS CSFOR-65)

His DQUARTERS, UGITLD STATLS ARY, VILINAM, PO San Francisco 96307 4 (01'GG

0.
TO: Conmender-in-Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATIN: GPOP-LiH
LP0 96558

1. The Operational Report-Lessons Learned submitted by the 58th
liedical Battalion for the quarterly period ending 31 July 1966 is for—
warded herewith,

2. This headquarters concurs with the comments contained in the
basic rcport and the indorsements,

3. Referencc Unit Arrival, Part I, Section II: !lledicel units
are norinally deployed to RVN in two increments. '‘hen the unit is moved
to R[VI the non-professional personnel cstablish the unit area., Lt the
sene time the professional personnel are placed in a *thold" status in
CClUS until the unit is ready to become operational and then flovmn to
VK to join the unit. This wes not done in the case of the 50th ledi-
cal Clearing Company becsuse of the relatively sm2ll number of pro-
fessional medical persennel involved. These personnel were properly
utilized throughout the reporting period in established medical
dispensaries.

FOR THE COLIIANDLR —
I e il
W. R. AUTRY /
Ist 1t, AGC
1 Incl Asst Adjutant General

o8
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GPOP-0T(12 Aug 66) 5th Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1966
(RCS CSFOR-65)

HQ, US ARMY, PACIFIC, APO San Francisco 96558 = NOV 1966

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. . 20310

This headquarters concurs in the basic report as indorsed.
Especially worthyof note is the fact that effective use was made of
all personnel of the 50th Medical Company while its site was being
prepared.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHILF: { \

\, . /
/\\ / ‘I /“ " /rq Y
: / /\T«.t fp W
D.. A/ HARRISOX

Cant, ACC
Asst AG

1 Incl
nec

e,
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