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1 Work Performed within This Reporting Period 

In this reporting period, we performed the following tasks. 

 Developed VK Data Collection and Basic Statistics Computation 

Capabilities. We have developed a capability to retrieve VK posts based on 

keywords and geospatial locations. We have also developed a capability to 

compute basic statistics of the VK posts that include computation of top users, top 

words, top URLs, and top attachments along with top popular media. These 

capabilities are integrated into Scraawl.  

 Released Scraawl 1.18.0 

1.1 VK Data Collection 

VK is the largest European online social networking service. It is available in several 

languages, but is especially popular among Russian-speaking users [1]. Similar to other 

social networks, VK allows users to message each other publicly or privately, to create 

groups, public pages and events, share and tag images, audio and video, and to play 

browser-based games [1]. 

 

In this reporting period, we have matured VK crawling capabilities. In particular, we 

have developed a capability to retrieve VK posts based on keywords. Current search 

grammar includes combining a set of keywords by AND’ing or OR’ing them. The search 

can be performed as streaming or a 1-week historical, and can be combined with a geo-
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location search. The search is integrated as part of Scraawl, and the UI is shown in Figure 

1. Similar to other social network searches, the keywords or phrases can be entered 

separately, a report name can be given to the search, and either a streaming or a historical 

search can be chosen. In addition, a map is interactively used (not shown) to restrict the 

search to a geospatial region. 

 

 
Figure 1: Representative VK Search Screen. 

1.2 VK Basic Statistics 

We have also developed capabilities to compute basic statistics of the VK posts that were 

collected using the interface of Figure 1. In particular, top users, top words, top URLs, 

and top attachments along with top popular media is computed and presented to the user 

in one screen as shown in Figure 2. The timeline of the posts (not shown) is also 

presented in the same screen. Each top statistics (e.g., top words) can be further drilled 

down to show additional information.  
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Figure 2: Representative VK Basic Statistics View. 

2 Current Problems 

 

None. 

3 Work to be Performed in the Next Reporting Period 

In the next report period, we will focus on the following tasks: 

 

 We will deliver Scraawl 2.0. 
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