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Abstract 

This project was undertaken to provide the U.S. Department of Veterans 
Affairs National Cemetery Administration with a cultural landscape survey 
of Chattanooga National Cemetery. The 120.9 acre cemetery is located 
within the city limits of Chattanooga, Tennessee, and contains over 50,000 
burials. Chattanooga National Cemetery was placed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1996 as part of a multiple-property 
submission for Civil War Era National Cemeteries.  

The National Cemetery Administration tasked the U.S. Army Engineer 
Research and Development Center, Construction Engineering Research 
Laboratory (ERDC-CERL) to inventory and assess the cultural landscape 
at Chattanooga National Cemetery by creating a landscape-development 
context, a description of current conditions, and an analysis of changes 
over time to the cultural landscape. All landscape features were included 
in the survey because, according to federal policy on National Cemeteries, 
all national cemetery landscape features are considered to be contributing 
elements. 

 

DISCLAIMER: The contents of this report are not to be used for advertising, publication, or promotional purposes. Ci-
tation of trade names does not constitute an official endorsement or approval of the use of such commercial products. 
All product names and trademarks cited are the property of their respective owners. The findings of this report are not to 
be construed as an official Department of the Army position unless so designated by other authorized documents. 

DESTROY THIS REPORT WHEN NO LONGER NEEDED. DO NOT RETURN IT TO THE ORIGINATOR. 
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Unit Conversion Factors 

Multiply By To Obtain 

acres 4,046.873 square meters 
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cubic feet 0.02831685 cubic meters 

cubic inches 1.6387064 E-05 cubic meters 

cubic yards 0.7645549 cubic meters 

feet 0.3048 meters 

inches 0.0254 meters 

miles (U.S. statute) 1,609.347 meters 

pounds (mass) 0.45359237 kilograms 

square feet 0.09290304 square meters 

square inches 6.4516 E-04 square meters 

square yards 0.8361274 square meters 

tons (2,000 pounds, mass) 907.1847 kilograms 
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1 Methodology 

1.1 Background 

The U.S. Congress codified the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 
(NHPA), the nation’s most effective cultural resources legislation to date, 
in order to provide guidelines and requirements for preserving tangible 
elements of our nation’s past. This preservation has been done primarily 
through creation of the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). 
Contained within this piece of legislation are requirements for federal 
agencies to address their cultural resources, defined as any prehistoric or 
historic district, site, building, structure, or object (NHPA Sections 110 and 
106). Section 110 requires federal agencies to inventory and evaluate their 
cultural resources. Section 106 requires the determination of the effects of 
federal undertakings on properties deemed eligible or potentially eligible 
for the NRHP.  

The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) National Cemetery 
Administration (NCA) administers 135 of the 149 National Cemeteries in 
the United States. The NCA was created in 1998 from the National 
Cemeteries System (NCS). The NCS had been created in 1973 when 83 
National Cemeteries were transferred from the Department of the Army to 
the Department of Veterans Affairs and joined with the 21 cemeteries 
located at hospitals and nursing homes that were already being 
administered by the VA. Chattanooga National Cemetery was placed on 
the NRHP in 1996 under Criterion A for its association with the Civil War.1 
While the nomination to the National Register includes some discussion of 
the important features, no landscape surveys have been completed to date. 
A landscape survey details the design and layout of the cemetery, any 
natural and cultural influences, circulation patterns, and vegetation. The 
nomination also did not include documentation of changes to the cemetery 
over time.  

Chattanooga National Cemetery is located at 1200 Bailey Avenue in 
Chattanooga, Tennessee (The main entrance is located on South Holtzclaw 
Avenue (east boundary), and a secondary entrance is on East 13th Street 

                                                   
1 Therese T. Sammartino, “Chattanooga National Cemetery,” National Register of Historic Places Nomi-

nation Form, (Washington, DC: National Park Service, 1996). 
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near Central Avenue (south boundary). Bailey Avenue is the north 
boundary, and Central Avenue (and a set of railroad tracks) form the west 
boundary (Figure 2). 

Figure 1). Chattanooga is a city of about 179,000 people in southeast 
Tennessee near the Georgia and Alabama borders. It is the county seat of 
Hamilton County. The city began as a center of the Cherokee Nation 
settlement, and in 1839 was incorporated as the city of Chattanooga. The 
city prospered due to its role as a transit hub with river traffic, and then 
railroad transport. After the Civil War battles at Chattanooga and 
Chickamauga, the cemetery was opened to receive the Union dead. 
Formally established as a National Cemetery in 1867, Chattanooga 
National Cemetery was soon surrounded by the growing city. Originally, 
the 120.9-acre cemetery was roughly circular, enclosing a tall hill. Over 
time, more acreage was added to the cemetery, and the layout is now 
roughly square, but with a notch out of the northwest corner. A circular 
road surrounds the base of the hill, and another circles the hill’s summit 
which contains monuments and flagpoles. The main entrance is located on 
South Holtzclaw Avenue (east boundary), and a secondary entrance is on 
East 13th Street near Central Avenue (south boundary). Bailey Avenue is 
the north boundary, and Central Avenue (and a set of railroad tracks) form 
the west boundary (Figure 2). 
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Figure 1. Location of Chattanooga National Cemetery,  
Chattanooga, Tennessee (www.openstreetmap.org). 
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Figure 2. Overall Layout of Chattanooga National Cemetery, 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

1.2 Objective 

The objective of this project was to develop a cultural landscape survey for 
Chattanooga National Cemetery, TN. The cultural landscape survey pro-
vides a historic landscape context, inventory, list of character-defining fea-
tures, and condition assessment of all features of the cultural landscape to 
assist the NCA in management of this historic resource.  

1.3 Researchers 

This project was conducted by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Engi-
neering Research Development Center, Construction and Engineering Re-
search Laboratory (ERDC-CERL), based in Champaign, IL. The research 
team included Susan I. Enscore, Doctor of Geography, as project manager 
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and historian with 26 years of experience; Adam D. Smith, Master of Ar-
chitecture, as architectural historian with 19 years of experience; Megan 
W. Tooker, Master of Landscape Architecture, as lead landscape historian 
with 19 years of experience; and Ellen R. Hartman, landscape architect 
with 8 years of experience. All four researchers meet and exceed the Secre-
tary of the Interior's Historic Preservation Professional Qualification 
Standards. 

1.4 Site visits 

1.4.1 Chattanooga National Cemetery 

ERDC-CERL personnel made one trip to Chattanooga National Cemetery 
in May 2018 to inventory the landscape. During that week, members of the 
team inventoried and photographed the landscape features.   

1.4.2 Archival repositories 

ERDC/CERL researchers conducted a review of books, archival reposito-
ries, and online resources related to Chattanooga National Cemetery. The 
following places were contacted and/or searched:  

• NRHP listings and nomination forms (online at https://www.nps.gov/Nr/publi-
cations/index.htm) 

• Historic drawings, maps, photographs, and information were provided 
by the VA NCA office in Washington, DC 

• National Archives and Records Administration (NARA), College Park, 
Maryland 

• NARA, Washington, DC 
• NARA, Atlanta, GA 
• University of Tennessee at Chattanooga Library 
• Chattanooga Public Library 

1.5 Analysis 

After initial research was completed, the team analyzed the gathered 
information. Archival information and field information were integrated 
throughout the course of the project. The information available was 
contained in text documents, photographs, and historic maps. Using 
archival sources, the research team extracted relevant historical 
information. The material was then combined to tell the story in both text 
and images. 



ERDC/CERL TR-19-6  6 

2 Landscape Development History 

Chattanooga National Cemetery is still shaped by the original layout of the 
property. The cemetery is noted for the elaborate shapes of certain burial 
sections and the roads curving around the cemetery’s varied topography. 
The cemetery has undergone many changes to the buildings and features 
throughout the 20th century. 

2.1 Original configuration of the Civil War cemetery, 1863-1867 

As one of the initial wave of National Cemeteries constructed from 1862 to 
1869, Chattanooga National Cemetery was established to shelter the re-
mains of Union soldiers killed in the battles at Orchard Knob, Lookout 
Mountain, and Missionary Ridge between November 23 and 27, 1863. 

Chattanooga, called the “Gateway to the Deep South,” was located along 
the Tennessee River and the Memphis & Charleston and the Nashville & 
Chattanooga Railroads. In and around Chattanooga in the autumn of 
1863, there occurred some of the most complex battles of the Civil War. 
The possession of Chattanooga was vital to the Confederacy and a coveted 
goal of the northern armies. The Union Army under the command of Gen-
eral William Rosecrans maneuvered south from Tennessee with the objec-
tive of capturing Chattanooga. The battles are detailed in the NRHP 
nomination for the cemetery:2 

The Union Army occupied a line from Winchester to McMinnville…while 

the Confederate General Braxton Bragg established his headquarters at 

Chattanooga. Bragg evacuated Chattanooga on September 18, 1863, and 

retreated southward when he learned that the Union Army had crossed 

the Tennessee River below Chattanooga and was threatening his supply 

lines. General Bragg planned an all-out attack on General George B. Crit-

tenden who had been following in his rear since the evacuation of Chatta-

nooga and was now at Lee and Gordon's Mills. Bragg moved his troops 

northward on the east side of the Chickamauga Creek that was some 12 

miles south of Chattanooga. 

                                                   
2 Sammartino, “Chattanooga National Cemetery,” 1996, 12-15. 
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His plan was to cross the Chickamauga north of Lee and Gordon's Mills, 

seize the roads leading to Chattanooga, bear down on Crittenden, and 

crush this corps or drive it back into the Union center in McLemore's 

Cover. By turning the Union left in this manner, he hoped to force Gen-

eral William Rosecrans back into the mountains and to reoccupy Chatta-

nooga. Bragg did not seem to suspect that Rosecrans had guessed his 

intentions and was hurriedly moving to support Crittenden and deploy-

ing his troops so as to protect the roads to Chattanooga.  

On September 18, all of Bragg's forces, except for three divisions, crossed 

to the west side of Chickamauga Creek. Union forces moved northeast-

ward so that Bragg would not outflank the Federal line. At dawn on Sep-

tember 19, the two armies faced each other over a stretch of several miles 

along the banks of the Chickamauga. Neither army knew the exact posi-

tion of the other as they maneuvered for position during the night. The 

following day, little progress was shown by either side. During the night. 

General James Longstreet arrived with two more brigades ready for ac-

tion. Bragg formed the Army of Tennessee into two wings for offensive 

action the next day. The Confederate Army, facing west between Chicka-

mauga Creek and the Lafayette Road formed a line parallel with the road. 

On September 19 and 20, came the battle itself. Early in the morning of 

September 19, Rosecrans's Army of the Cumberland and Bragg's Army of 

Tennessee faced each other. A major battle developed before either com-

mander had prepared a plan. By nightfall, little progress had been made 

by either side, although casualties were heavy. It was supposedly a Con-

federate victory. Bragg drove in the Union right and sent it hurling back 

to Rossville. He attacked the Union left and curled it up on the center, 

but at the center stood General George Thomas, who earned the name 

"Rock of Chickamauga," and when Thomas's situation was most desper-

ate, General Gordon Granger came to his rescue. The Union army was 

beaten but not destroyed. It retired to Chattanooga--its original objec-

tive--and Bragg invested the City. 

During the night of the 19th, Longstreet arrived with five of his nine bri-

gades from Virginia, and his corps was assigned to the Confederate right-

wing. Bragg prepared to renew the battle by a series of attacks on the at-

tenuated Union line, from north to south. On the 20th, the battle re-

sumed at daybreak, and neither side made progress; they were almost 

evenly matched. About eleven o'clock, Longstreet found a breach in the 
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Federal lines and broke through to the rear of the demoralized Federal 

brigades. As Longstreet's men poured through the gap, sweeping forward 

like the flood of a mighty river, the entire Union line crumbled. It was 

then that Thomas earned for himself the title "Rock of Chickamauga." 

Thomas never left the battlefield and never lost an engagement during 

the whole war. Thomas placed his forces at Rossville Gap and along Mis-

sionary Ridge in preparation of further attacks. He remained there 

throughout September 21 but then withdrew the Union forces to Chatta-

nooga that evening. By the morning of September 22, all Union troops 

were in position in the town. Bragg fought and won the great Battle of 

Chickamauga…Each army had lost nearly a third of its numbers, Bragg's 

casualty list running to 18,000 or more, and Rosecrans's to nearly 

16,000. 

On November 23, the battles of Chattanooga began…the lines of blue 

moved forward, driving the Confederate outposts and their supports back 

to the base of Missionary Ridge and captured Orchard Knob, a low hill a 

little more than a mile in front of the ridge. General George Thomas sent 

the divisions of Major General Philip H. Sheridan and Brigadier General 

Thomas J. Wood forward to demonstrate against the Confederate lines. 

They moved about a mile from the Rebel lines, taking Orchard Knob with 

little opposition, before dark. The Union forces occupied the captured en-

trenchments and erected a battery on Orchard Knob. During the night of 

November 23-24, Sherman sent a brigade across the Tennessee River 

near South Chickamauga Creek to prepare a bridge. By early afternoon, 

they finished the bridge. 

On November 24, the "Battle Above the Clouds" was fought on the bench 

of land surrounding the Craven's farmhouse near Lookout Mountain. 

Early in the morning, the blue-clad troops of General Joseph Hooker 

crossed Lookout Creek and began the climb up Lookout Mountain. Little 

opposition was met because most of the Confederate troops had with-

drawn to Missionary Ridge. By evening, the Union held the mountain. 

The romantic name was given in later years to this action because of the 

fog and mist that shrouded the mountain that day from observers below. 

At Missionary Ridge on November 25, the decisive blow of the battle was 

at hand. In the early dawn light, Major General William T. Sherman's 

men moved against the north end of Missionary Ridge and Runnel Hill, 
the latter being held by Major General Patrick Cleburne’s troops. 
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Heavy fighting continued until about 2 p.m. with little or no progress 

being made. Major General Joseph Hooker, who had been sent to attack 

the Confederate left and to block any retreat, was also having little luck. 

Major General Grant then sent Major General George H. Thomas with 

four divisions against the center.3 The divisions advanced rapidly from 

the base of the ridge, overwhelming the Confederate line and driving 

them up the steep slope of the ridge. The Confederates on top could not 

fire for fear of hitting their own men and it became a footrace up the 

steep slopes, the Federals reaching the top in some places before the Re-

bels. The gray line broke and ran down the back slope of the ridge to-

wards Chickamauga Creek, where some Confederates waded through the 

icy water rather than going to the bridges. The continued assault up the 

ridge had been unplanned, and it seemed that the troops had taken it 

upon themselves to take the ridge, without direction from their generals.  

The battle was over, the siege of Chattanooga was broken, and Bragg's 

army was intact; but beaten, Grant with his typical aggressive style, is-

sued orders for a follow-up immediately at first light. The Federal troops, 

feeling avenged for the defeat at Chickamauga, screamed at the top of 

their lungs, "Chickamauga! Chickamauga!" The battle for Chattanooga 
was over. Sherman and Thomas chased Bragg's troops from Chicka-
mauga Station towards Ringgold, Georgia, without pause. According 

to Thomas L. Livermore's Numbers and Losses in the Civil War in Amer-

ica, 1861-1865, the total casualties (killed, wounded and missing) were 

5,824 Union and 6,667 Confederate. 

In December 1863, the site of Chattanooga National Cemetery was chosen 
by Major General George H. Thomas for a military cemetery to honor 
those that fought in the Battles of Chattanooga. The 75 acre site contained 
“a round hill rising with a uniform slope…with views of the Tennessee 
River to the west and north, Missionary Ridge to the east and Lookout 
Mountain to the southwest.”4 Decades later, the views remained an im-
portant aspect of the cemetery:5 

The summit of the hill is eighty-three feet above the level of its base and 

commands a view of unsurpassed loveliness. This view is less extended, 

                                                   
3 Ibid., 15. 
4 Ibid. 
5 The Chattanooga Daily Times, 16 April 1933, page 4 (Clipping File, Historical Collection, Chattanooga 

Public Library); Google Earth currently calculates the height of the hill at 100’. 
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but better defined than the one stretching to an almost immensurable 

distance from the bold front of Lookout, and to the artistic eye is its com-

plement. 

U.S. Army Chaplain Thomas B. Van Horne, who laid out the cemetery, 
took inspiration from the natural topography and rock outcroppings of the 
site saying, “where nature suggested avenues they have been made and 
their curves define the sections.”6 As a result, the burial sections were de-
signed as a variety of irregular shapes, including circles, shields, and trian-
gles (Figure 3). Each section contained a central plot available for a 
monument, with the graves of officers and enlisted men circling the monu-
ments in concentric rings (Figure 4 and Figure 5).  

In the 1866 plan, the plan identifies twelve geometric burial sections (Sec-
tions A-L). Separating these sections are what appear to be designed as 
roadways. These roadways are more clearly seen on the detail plan for Sec-
tion E (see Figure 4). By 1893, these roadways are all grass paths except 
for the road between the entrances, the circle drive, and the perimeter 
road. A lake is visible in the 1866 plan below Section H (today is Section 
U) and is an area that frequently flooded. It may be the areas that appear 
as unlettered sections on the 1866 plan were not considered for burial at 
this time because of the rocky terrain. Also visible on the details for sec-
tions E and H are breaks in the rows of burials for walkways. These still ex-
ist today and have not been filled in with graves. It is unknown if the 
extensive planting beds identified in the rendered detail of sections E and 
H were ever completed, as they are not visible in early photographs of the 
cemetery. 

                                                   
6 Sammartino, “Chattanooga National Cemetery,” 1996, 15. 
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Figure 3. First layout and design of Chattanooga National Cemetery, with only two gates 
shown, and section letter locations that differ from current, 1866 (NCA Archives). 
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Figure 4. Sketch of Section E, circa 1866 (NARA Washington, DC). 
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Figure 5. Sketch of Section H, circa 1866 (NARA Washington, DC). 

 

In 1863, the cemetery opened with the interment of casualties from the 
battles of Chattanooga and Chickamauga, including nearly 1,800 un-
knowns along with 154 known Union dead. Other early burials came from 
Athens, Georgia; Charleston, South Carolina; and along the route of Sher-
man’s march to Atlanta. In addition, about 1,400 interments were made 
for soldiers that had died at hospitals at Resaca and Dalton, Georgia, and 
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originally buried there.7 In 1866, Van Horne estimated the potential num-
ber of burials the cemetery could accommodate:8 

Of this only an approximate estimate can now be made as the number of 

acres suitable for graves has not been determined by actual survey. Prob-

ably nearly one-third of the ground, on account of the out-cropping of 

ledges of rocks, cannot be used for burial purposes. I feel safe, however, 

in saying that the remains of at least 25,000 soldiers can be interred in 

these grounds. 

Formal acquisition of the cemetery property did not occur until 1870, 
three years after official designation as a National Cemetery. According to 
the 1996 NRHP nomination:9  

By deed dated July 5, 1870, 75.4 acres of land was purchased for $15,090 

from Mr. Joseph Ruohs [also seen as Rouhs] under the provisions of an 

Act of Congress approved February 22, 1867. By deeds dated July 14, 

1870, from Robert M. Hooke (48.9 acres); August 12, 1870, from T.G. 

Montague (3.3 acres); and August 16, 1870, from H.F. Parish (2.3 acres), 

additional land was conveyed. A portion of the land within the area for-

merly belonged to the United States and was known as the Military Post 

of Chattanooga, or Fyffe Barracks. By order of the War Department dated 

February 5, 1884, this portion was declared a part of the national ceme-

tery [Figure 6]. 

                                                   
7 Ibid., 16. 
8 The Chattanooga Daily Times, 16 April 1933, page 4. 
9 Deed No 1 (dated 5 July 1870), Deed No 2 (dated 14 July 1870), Deed No. 3 (dated 16 August 1870), 

Deed No. 4 (dated 12 August 1870), RG 15, Box 7 (NARA Washington DC). 
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Figure 6. Ownership map for Chattanooga National 
Cemetery, date unknown (NCA Archives). 

 

2.2 Development of cemetery grounds, 1865–1900 

Once the cemetery was established, improvements began to be made to 
the cemetery grounds. One of the first changes to the landscape was the 
planting of trees and shrubs, the creation of roads, construction of a pe-
rimeter wall, and entrance gates. Shrubbery and evergreens were intro-
duced from Lookout Mountain and Mission Ridge and planted in the 
summer of 1865.10 A photograph from 1865 shows the construction of 
roads, the main entrance with stone wall and gates, and hundreds of newly 
planted trees (Figure 7). 

                                                   
10 Harper’s New Monthly Magazine, page 318. (NCA Archives) 
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Figure 7. Road and gate construction at Chattanooga National Cemetery in 1865 
[reversed from original] (Library of Congress). 

 

The 1867 “Act to Establish and Protect National Cemeteries” included re-
quirements that each cemetery be enclosed by a stone or iron fence and 
have a lodge for a cemetery manager or superintendent.11 Chattanooga Na-
tional Cemetery already had a permanent wall when the Act became fed-
eral law. Van Horne’s 1866 report documented the presence of “a large 
rock cave along the northwest boundary that could be used for a receiving 
vault, and from which stone for the cemetery boundary wall had been 
quarried.”12 The stone wall that enclosed the cemetery was circular in form 
with reference to the topography of the landscape, and enclosed the cen-
tral hill (Figure 8). The grounds were bounded by a wooden rail fence (also 
seen in Figure 7). 

                                                   
11 Public Law 37 was passed by the U.S. Congress on 22 February, 1867.  
12 Sammartino, “Chattanooga National Cemetery,” 1996, 15. 
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Figure 8. Detail of stone wall and gate, 1865 (Library of Congress). 

 

In an Inspector General of the Army report dated 17 November 1868, it 
was noted that:13  

The cemetery is enclosed by a heavy stone wall made by details from the 

troops occupying Chattanooga, and afterward repaired by the quarter-

masters department, and made of uniform height of four feet, with heavy 

coping stones. At the main entrance there are three stone pillars, also at 

the east gate, upon which the gates are hung. The extent of the wall is one 

mile and twenty-five yards. 

The main entrance with both vehicular and pedestrian wrought iron gates 
can be seen in Figure 9. Within the perimeter fence but outside the stone 
wall was an area used for garrison purposes until 1872, and a large section 
of land with insufficient drainage (Figure 10).  

                                                   
13 Inspector General, Department of the Army, Report: 17, November 1868 (National Cemetery Admin-

istration Archives, Department of Veterans Affairs). 
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Figure 9. Early stereograph showing main entrance 
and stone walls, circa 1878 (NARA Washington, DC). 

 

Figure 10. Location map showing site of Fyffe Barracks, the railroad station,  
and the perimeter wall of the cemetery, 1892 (NARA College Park). 
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Also noted in the 17 November 1868 inspection report were the comple-
tion of the paved roadways and walks, and the roadside gutters: “From the 
top of the hill the ground falls gently in every direction, and as all the ave-
nues and main walks are macadamized, and extensive stone gutters have 
been made, the drainage is perfect.” An 1878 photo shows these improve-
ments (Figure 11).14 

Figure 11. Looking northeast up main drive showing paved roadway and stone 
gutters in 1878, as well as newly planted trees (NARA Washington, DC). 

 

Immediately, Chattanooga National Cemetery needed housing for the su-
perintendent plus dedicated buildings for the maintenance of the ceme-
tery. The 1868 Inspection Report noted that a lodge for the supervisor, a 

                                                   
14 Inspector General, Department of the Army, Report: 17 November 1868. 



ERDC/CERL TR-19-6  20 

stable, and a garden plot had been built, and the stable contained a tool 
house and privy (Figure 12). The first lodge, a wood-frame temporary 
building, was located outside the main entrance on a two-acre plot of land. 
Additionally, “from the lodge there is a macadamized road, three hundred 
yards long, connecting the cemetery with the road around the garrison.”15  

Figure 12. Photograph of possible lodge located outside the main entrance of the 
cemetery, circa 1880s (University of Tennessee at Chattanooga Library). 

  

Designed by the Quartermaster Department, the initial standard lodges 
were all wood-framed buildings clad in battened board siding, with gable 
roofs. Covered porches were located at one or both ends, and a central 
chimney served both fireplaces.16 There were two linear rooms, an office 
and a living room. The two-bedroom lodge was constructed in 1867 and 
1868. A three-room version was constructed beginning in 1868. In addi-
tion to the third room, other changes were the addition of a second chim-
ney, a veranda on one side of the office that provided doors into the living 
room and into the office, and a rear door directly into the kitchen. The 

                                                   
15 Inspector General, Department of the Army, Report: 17 November 1868. 
16 Michael R. Harrison (historian), “National Cemeteries, Superintendent’s Lodges,” Historic American 

Buildings Survey No. DC-46, (Washington, DC: National Park Service, 2013), 18-19. 
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three-room lodge was constructed between 1868 and 1870, by which time 
nearly every other national cemetery had a lodge.17 

Construction of the temporary wood-frame lodges overlapped with the 
construction of the first permanent masonry lodges built to a standard, 
single-story design from 1868 to 1871.18 In January 1868, Secretary of War 
Edwin M. Stanton ordered permanent lodges to be constructed for ceme-
tery superintendents, and the initial contracts were let that fall. The design 
consisted of a linear single-story structure with three rooms, attic, and ga-
ble roof. Constructed of red brick on a stone foundation, the building’s 
footprint measured 45' long by 18' wide, with deep overhanging eaves 
providing shade to 6’ wide porches at the front and rear of the lodge. Thir-
teen lodges were constructed with this design between 1868 and 1871.19 

The design was refined over the next two years, resulting in a 1½ story, L-
shaped masonry building which became known as the “Meigs plan” after 
Quartermaster General Montgomery C. Meigs, who acquired it from archi-
tect Edward Clark in 1869. As Quartermaster General, Meigs made final 
decisions on designs for all national cemeteries at that time.20 Definitive 
plan drawings were completed in 1871 (Figure 13). This standard plan fea-
tured a mansard roof and so became associated with the French or Second 
Empire style.21 Over fifty of these lodges were built at national cemeteries 
during the 1870s.22 

                                                   
17 Ibid. 
18 Virginia Price, “Chattanooga National Cemetery Lodge,” HALS No. TN-1-A, 2012 (Library of Congress), 

3. 
19 Harrison, “National Cemeteries, Superintendent’s Lodges,” HABS No. DC-46, 2013, 21–24. 
20 Ibid., 43. 
21 Price, “Chattanooga National Cemetery Lodge,” HALS No. TN-1-A, 2012, 3. 
22 Harrison, “National Cemeteries, Superintendent’s Lodges,” HABS No. DC-46, 2013, 10. 
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Figure 13. Design for superintendents lodge, 1871 (NARA Washington, DC). 

  

 
At Chattanooga National Cemetery, a second lodge was constructed in 
1875. This Second Empire style lodge was located inside the cemetery 
walls about 700 feet northeast from the main entrance (Figure 14). There 
was a circular drive to the lodge from the main cemetery road (Figure 15). 
It is not known why the lodge was constructed on the main road about 
halfway up the hill, since it was standard procedure to site the Meigs 
lodges directly inside the main entrance. Constructed of brick (a deviation 
from the standard stone), the building was one and one half stories in 
height and had a mansard roof, six rooms and a cellar (Figure 16). A stable 
was constructed with leftover lumber from the first lodge, having four 
stalls, a small tool room, and a small storage room. There were two open 
sheds in front for storing lawn mower carts. The stable area also included 
a small-frame privy and a small-frame chicken house (Figure 16).23 This 
was replaced with a brick stable and tool house on a stone foundation 
sometime between 1886 and 1893. This brick stable was constructed to a 
Quartermaster Corps standard design created in 1889 (Figure 17).24 The 
                                                   
23 W.H. Owen, Quartermaster Department, “Inspection Report of Chattanooga National Cemetery,” 19 

July 1886, Record Group 92, Box 20, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, DC. 
24 “Specifications for stone and brick outbuilding,” 1889, Record Group 15, Box 7, National Archives and 

Records Administration, Washington DC. 
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stable at Chattanooga had a later two-story addition. Two brick cisterns 
were located near the lodge to store water (Figure 20). 

Figure 14. Looking at front of Second Empire style lodge at 
Chattanooga National Cemetery, 1878 (NARA Washington, DC). 

 

Figure 15. Looking south at the lodge drive at Chattanooga 
National Cemetery, date unknown (NARA College Park). 
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Figure 16. Plan of lodge and outbuildings, 1886 (NARA Washington, DC). 

 

Figure 17. Second stable located behind second lodge at 
Chattanooga National Cemetery, circa 1940s (NCA Archives).  

 



ERDC/CERL TR-19-6  25 

The front yard of the lodge was heavily planted with shrubs and trees with 
most concentrated along the driveway (Figure 18). A picket fence separates 
the front yard from the rear yard and encloses the rear yard (Figure 19). A 
second service drive led to the stable in the rear for the mules and rolling 
mowers. The lodge also served as the office at this time, so all visitors 
would come up the drive to the office. As can be seen on the 1893 plan, the 
planting has come to fruition (Figure 20). 

Figure 18. New plantings along drive to lodge at Chattanooga 
National Cemetery, circa 1878 (NARA College Park). 

 

Figure 19. Picket fence enclosing rear yard of lodge, 1886 (NARA College Park). 
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Figure 20. Vegetation and drives around the lodge,  
stable, and outbuildings, 1892 (NARA College Park). 

 

By 1878, the cemetery was heavily planted with shade trees and evergreens 
(see Figure 11). While trees line the roadways, they are planted throughout 
the cemetery in a picturesque manner as seen on the 1893 plan. Much of 
this was due to a concerted effort to plant vegetation in the National Cem-
eteries. According to an 1871 inspection, $20,000 had been expended dur-
ing the previous year to plant 28,200 evergreen and deciduous trees and 
shrubs (Figure 21 – Figure 23).25 These funds had been appropriated for 
the Army in 1870. Thousands more plantings were intended in the follow-
ing months.26  

                                                   
25 J.S. Bingham, Quartermaster U.S. Army, to Quartermaster General’s Office, Cemeterial Branch, Wash-

ington, DC, letter, September 1871, in Record Group 92, Entry 576, Box 44, National Archives and Rec-
ords Administration, Washington, DC. 

26 Bingham to Quartermaster General, letter, September 1871. 
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Figure 21. Section A and part of Section F, Chattanooga National Cemetery, circa 
1878, showing trees planted and grounds maintenance (NARA Washington, DC). 

 

Figure 22. Photograph of plantings throughout cemetery, 1891 (Library of Congress), 
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Figure 23. Historic postcard of lush plantings around main entrance,  
date unknown (University of Tennessee at Chattanooga Library). 

 

All National Cemeteries were required to have flagpoles. The one at Chat-
tanooga was placed on top of the hill, and is visible in the 1878 photograph 
below (Figure 24). Also seen in the photograph is one of four gun monu-
ments, which are still present on the hill today. 

Figure 24. Photograph of flagpole at Chattanooga 
National Cemetery, 1878 (NARA Washington, DC). 

 

While the cemetery trees were maturing and growing, the headboards 
were deteriorating. By 1873, the National Cemeteries focused attention on 
the question of permanent headstones. On 3 March 1873, Congress appro-
priated $1,000,000 for erecting permanent headstones at all National 
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Cemeteries.27 The government-issued headstones were of two kinds. For 
known soldiers, the white marble slab was 4”thick, 10” wide and 3’ long, 
with 12” to be above the ground when set. The polished stone was slightly 
curved on top and was inscribed with the number of the grave, rank and 
name of the soldier, and his home state. There was a sunken shield on the 
headstone where the inscription appeared in bas relief. This headstone 
type was known as the “Civil War” type, and it was used for Union Army 
dead.28 Unknown soldiers received a marble block 6’ square and 30” long, 
with only the flat top and upper 4” finished. The number of the grave was 
cut into the flat top.29 The erection of permanent marble headstones and 
markers, authorized by Congress in 1872, was largely completed by the 
end of 1878.30 By 1892, the center of each burial section had a large stone 
obelisk at the center marked with the section letter. It is not known when 
these obelisks were installed. 

In 1879, the Quartermaster General of the U.S. Army released a request for 
proposals to construct an “arched gateway” at Chattanooga National Cem-
etery. The monumental gateway into the cemetery was one of only five in 
the National Cemetery system, with the others located at the Arlington, 
Marietta, Nashville, and Vicksburg cemeteries. Builders were required to 
construct the gateway to a standard plan and standard specifications cre-
ated by Quartermaster General Meigs (Figure 25 and Figure 26). Specifica-
tions for the structure included the use of good-quality stone, with ground 
dimensions of 25'11" x 5'3" and a top height above the foundations of 
30'5½" and monolithic shafts for the columns were preferred. Double iron 
gates were required.  

                                                   
27 U.S. Secretary of War, “Annual Report of the Secretary of War,” 43rd Congress, 1st Session, Ex. Doc. 

No. 1, Part 6, (Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 1873); National Cemetery Administration, 
“History of Government Furnished Headstones and Markers,” (Washington, DC: Department of Veter-
ans Affairs National Cemetery Administration, last updated 2015), https://www.cem.va.gov/his-
tory/hmhist.asp. 

28 National Cemetery Administration, “History of Government Furnished Headstones and Markers,” 
2015.  

29 U.S. Secretary of War, “Annual Report of the Secretary of War,” 1873, 200; National Cemetery Admin-
istration, “History of Government Furnished Headstones and Markers,” 2015.   

30 Michael R. Harrison (historian), “National Cemeteries, Rostrums,” Historic American Buildings Survey 
(HABS) No. DC-47, (Washington, DC National Park Service, 2013), 19. 

https://www.cem.va.gov/history/hmhist.asp
https://www.cem.va.gov/history/hmhist.asp
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Figure 25. Standardized design for 
the main entrance archway, 1882 (NARA Washington, DC). 
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Figure 26. Specifications for the erection of gateway entrances at 
National Military Cemeteries (NARA Washington, DC). 

 

At Chattanooga National Cemetery, the Gateway Arch was placed at the 
main entrance to the cemetery on East 13th Street near Central Avenue. 
This location allowed a line-of-sight stretching from the top of the central 
hill to the Gateway Arch, along the cemetery approach road, and extending 
to Lookout Mountain. The Chattanooga National Cemetery Gateway Arch 
is thirty two feet in height, and made of marble. The 5,000 cubic feet of 
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stone was used in constructing the arch was obtained from Dickson, Cuth-
bert County, Alabama. It was constructed by McRae & Ladd under a con-
tract for $6,600. Work on the Gateway Arch began in September 1879 and 
was completed in 1880 (Figure 27 - Figure 29).31 On the outside facing 
south, the inscription reads “National Military Cemetery Chattanooga, 
A.D. 1863.” The interior side is inscribed as follows, “Here rest in peace 
12,956 citizens who died for their country in the years 1861 to 1865.” There 
is a large open circle paved with gravel immediately outside the Gateway 
Arch. 

Soon after the Gateway Arch was completed, vegetation was planted on 
both side of the entrance. Trees, shrubs, both flowering and evergreen and 
planters of flowers created a lush, park-like landscape by the 1900s.  

Figure 27. Photograph of arch and wall, circa 1880 (NARA College Park). 
Note second lodge in right background. 

 

                                                   
31 The Times, 25 January 1880, page 3, (Clipping File Local History Chattanooga Public Library). 
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Figure 28. Early vegetation planted at entrance and arch, circa 1880s  
(University of Tennessee at Chattanooga Library). 

 

Figure 29. Historic postcard showing mature vegetation at arch and 
park settees, 1906 (University of Tennessee at Chattanooga Library). 
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As National Cemeteries took on a more public memorial and ceremonial 
role in the decades after the Civil War, support facilities were needed. With 
the growth of the tradition of Decorating Day (what later became Memo-
rial Day), a space was needed to focus the ceremonial activities. Tempo-
rary stands were often constructed to accommodate presenters and 
entertainers. To reduce costs, the Quartermaster General began a program 
in 1873 of constructing rostrums in National Cemeteries.32 The first per-
manent rostrums were built in May 1873 at Keokuk, Iowa and Arlington, 
Virginia. Over the next several years, a standard plan began to emerge, and 
it was completed in November 1878:33 

The design, based on Meigs’s Arlington rostrum, featured a wood trellis 

roof shading a raised, rectangular brick podium with neoclassical detail-

ing. The Ionic columns used at Arlington were omitted in favor of twelve 

square Doric piers like those employed in the Arlington pergola. The po-

dium—a platform about 5' high with perimeter walls articulated by shal-

low pilasters and inset dado panels—was kept largely the same; as at 

Arlington, it was designed to be filled with earth and covered with grass, 

while the openwork roof was specifically intended to support climbing 

vines. The alternative design paths suggested by the unique rostrums at 

Keokuk and Rock Island were not followed in any way. 

The standard rostrum measured about 38' long x 23' wide x 18' high 

overall and was to be built of good, hard red brick laid in lime and sand 

mortar, with wood girders and stringers, iron-bar railings running be-

tween the outer piers, and two sets of cut-stone steps leading up from the 

ground along the shorter sides. 

A construction program that began in 1878 resulted in 13 rostrums built by 
the end of 1882. The initial five contracts were awarded in early 1879, and 
were used to provide rostrums at the seven most visited cemeteries: Chal-
mette, Louisiana; Antietam, Maryland; Chattanooga, Tennessee; Knox-
ville, Tennessee; Vicksburg, Mississippi; Jefferson Barracks, Missouri; and 

                                                   
32 Harrison, “National Cemeteries, Rostrums,” HABS No. DC-47, 2013, 18; Historic American Land-

scapes Survey, “Lodges and Rostrums Data Recorded by HALS,” Excel Spreadsheet, in the collection of 
the National Cemetery Administration, U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, Washington, DC. 

33 Harrison, “National Cemeteries, Rostrums,” HABS No. DC-47, 2013, 21-22. 
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Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.34 In total, the U.S. Army Quartermaster’s De-
partment (and later the Quartermaster Corps) built eighty-nine rostrums 
at national cemeteries between 1873 and 1951.35 

The rostrum at the Chattanooga National Cemetery, completed in 1879, 
was a standard rectangular podium in brick with a trellis roof. It was built 
by John W. Adams of Chattanooga for a cost of $675. Located at the crown 
of the hill, the rostrum had stone steps and iron railings.36 As was common 
with these rostrums, the one at Chattanooga was planted with vines to 
cover the trellis, providing shade and a more attractive appearance (Figure 
30).37 According to the 1893 plan, the circle area surrounding the rostrum 
and flagpole was lushly planted with shade trees, flowering trees, and ever-
greens (Figure 31).  

Figure 30. Historic post card of rostrum at Chattanooga Nation Cemetery with vines, 
date unknown (University of Tennessee at Chattanooga Library). 

 

                                                   
34 Ibid., 22. 
35 Ibid., 45. 
36 Ibid., 57. 
37 Ibid., 24. 
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Figure 31. Historic post card of rostrum, flagpole, gun monument and vegetation, 
dated 1906 (University of Tennessee at Chattanooga Library). 

 

There was a War Department program in the early 1880s to provide Na-
tional Cemeteries with iron tablets inscribed with lines from the Theodore 
O’Hara poem, “Bivouac of the Dead.” Several of these tablets would be 
placed around a cemetery and when viewed in sequence, they would relate 
the entire poem.38 In an 1895 photograph, two of these plaques are seen 
on either side of the Gateway Arch inside the main gate (Figure 32). Later 
reports state that there were ten plaques total spread throughout the cem-
etery.39 

                                                   
38 National Cemetery Administration, “Bivouac of the Dead,” (Washington, DC: National Cemetery Admin-

istration, last updated 2015), https://www.cem.va.gov/history/bivouac.asp.  
39 “Questionnaire for Superintendents,” filled out by Curtis W. Spence, 1 August 1959, Record Group 15, 

Box 7, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, DC. 
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Figure 32. Historic post card of arch with two plaques on either side of the arch, 
date unknown (University of Tennessee at Chattanooga Library). 

 

The north gate of the cemetery was put in place at Bailey Avenue and Na-
tional Avenue between 1886 and 1892. There was a requested need to 
close the existing opening in the wall with a gate in 1886, so it was in-
stalled after that date. The arrangement of the central vehicular gate and 
the two flanking pedestrian gates is typical of national cemeteries of that 
era, as are the gate posts (Figure 33). This was a standard Quartermaster 
Corps plan for cast iron entrance gates. The 1893 map of the cemetery 
shows the gate as existing (Figure 34). Also seen on the 1893 map is a gate 
to the east (Figure 35). No historic photographs of this gate have been 
found. At this time, east of the cemetery was a wooded lot (later Jackson 
Park), the Union Railroad, and Cator Street. Both gates show a concentra-
tion of accent vegetation and shrubs on the map and photograph.  
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Figure 33. Looking south at the North Gate, no date (NARA College Park). 

 

Figure 34. Detail map of north gate from 1893 map (NARA College Park). 
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Figure 35. Detail map of east gate from 1893 map (NARA College Park). 

 

Several unique monuments are located at the Chattanooga National Ceme-
tery from this early period. The Fourth Army Corps Monument, a granite 
obelisk was erected in 1868 on a triangle of land between sections C and F, 
as seen on the 1866 plan (see Figure 3). This monument honors the regi-
ment’s fallen comrades (Figure 36).   
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Figure 36. Fourth Army Corps Monument and section F, 
circa 1878 (NARA Washington, DC). 

 

The Andrews’ Raiders Monument, dedicated by the State of Ohio in 1890, 
honors Union spy James J. Andrews of Ohio, and 24 of his men who snuck 
deep into Confederate territory on a mission to cut rail and communica-
tion lines. On April 12, 1862, the men boarded “The General,” a wood-
burning locomotive, at Marietta, Georgia, while the passengers and con-
ductor enjoyed breakfast. The raiders took off in the engine, heading 
north, cutting telegraph lines and tearing up the rail tracks along their 
way. The train’s conductor and others gave chase, commandeering two 
other trains as they encountered broken tracks. When the raiders reached 
Ringgold, Georgia, 80 miles northwest of Marietta, they jumped from the 
train, scattering in the forest. Andrews was captured and eventually 
hanged in Atlanta. He and eight others from the mission are buried at 
Chattanooga National Cemetery. Four of Andrews’ raiders buried here re-
ceived the Medal of Honor, although Andrews, as a civilian, was ineligible 
(Figure 37).40 The monument to these raiders is located in Section H of the 
cemetery and consists of a granite pedestal topped with a bronze replica of 
“The General” locomotive (Figure 38). On the 1893 map, the monument is 
located right inside the east gate. The monument is in the center of the 
section and the headstones of the raiders are arranged in arching rows 
from the monument. At this time, Section H (identified as Section N on 
map) is interspersed with flowering and evergreen trees similar to other 
geometric sections. On a 1984 map, there is a brick pathway encircling the 
monument.  

                                                   
40 Sammartino, “Chattanooga National Cemetery,” 1996, 18-20. 
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Figure 37. Historic post card of Andrews’ Raiders Monument and survivors, 1908.  

 

Figure 38. Andrews’ Raiders Monument, date unknown  
(University of Tennessee at Chattanooga Library). 

 

The topography of the cemetery presented many difficulties for burials, as 
part of the grounds contained large outcroppings of rock and other areas, 
particularly to the south and west, were swampy with poor drainage. Both 
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of these conditions precluded using these areas for burials. The hill pro-
vided the initial burial areas to avoid drainage problems. The southern 
area with the poorest drainage, as well as the land outside the perimeter 
wall to the east, was offered to the City of Chattanooga for a public park. 
Congress approved on October 1, 1890 that the area comprising the re-
maining 50 acres of the cemetery to be leased to the City of Chattanooga 
for purposes of a city park, which was seventeen years later developed and 
named Jackson Park.  

At the same time, the Secretary of War, by permit in 1889, allowed the Un-
ion Railroad to use portions of the southeast and southwest corners of the 
cemetery so that railroad service could be provided to patrons of the ceme-
tery. Public Law 196, approved July 2, 1890, granted to the Belt Line Rail-
road (Union Railroad) the authority to maintain the track (35' right-of-
way) on the cemetery property at the northwest corner. This was cited as a 
“great convenience to the public and persons desiring to visit the ceme-
tery.”41 

The 1893 map below provides the culmination of landscape development 
at the end of this period (Figure 39). While not identical in form and loca-
tion to the 1866 plan, the geometric burial areas do follow the design prin-
cipals. The roadways are greatly minimized from the 1866 plan with the 
entrance road bisecting the site, the circle drive, and the perimeter road. 
The three gates, based on hierarchy, the main entrance and Gateway Arch, 
the north gate and the east gate. Buildings included the lodge and stable 
and outbuildings, and structures included the rostrum, Gateway Arch, and 
stone perimeter wall. The cemetery was heavily planted in trees for shade 
and picturesque character, with layers of plantings concentrated at the en-
trances, along the roadways, intersections, and buildings. And lastly, the 
land outside the perimeter wall that was too flood-prone for burials was 
leased to others.  

                                                   
41 51st Congress, House of Representatives, Report No 935, dated 21 March 1890, (Clipping File, Local 

History, Bicentennial Library). 
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Figure 39. Chattanooga National Cemetery map, 1893 (NCA Archives). 

 

2.3 Maturation of cemetery grounds, 1901–1920 

This period was marked by the development of the leased land outside of 
the cemetery perimeter wall. The City of Chattanooga, having leased the 
cemetery land to the east and south finally began to construct Jackson 
Park. Construction of the park began in 1907.42 Improvements included a 
new driveway from the north to the south entrance and entrance gates, 
new walks, fencing, water system, light posts along but not confined to 
driveway, drinking fountains, sewerage, field houses and shelter, shrubs 
and evergreens, and playground equipment at a cost of $7,845. A newspa-
per article from 1910 reported on the formal opening, describing the “brick 

                                                   
42 “Municipal Record,” Chattanooga, Tennessee, Vol 1, No 10, (Chattanooga Public Library), May 2009. 
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and stone-capped gates, splendid weaving driveway, two pavilions where 
the band will play and the addition of a hedge of California privet in front 
of the cemetery stone wall for borrowed views.”43  

Around the same time, the slough area to the west of the cemetery was 
leased to the Tennessee National Guard. The land was outside the perime-
ter wall and on the east side of Central Avenue. In 1905, Congress ap-
proved the transfer of an unused portion of the cemetery to the local 
militia cavalry organization of Chattanooga. This land, formerly occupied 
by the Fyffe Barracks, allowed Troop B, National Guard of the State of 
Tennessee, an unattached cavalry, to erect a riding hall on the park portion 
of the land granted to the City of Chattanooga in 1890.44 The National 
Guard built concrete block stables and other supplemental structures for 
their use and training, including a grandstand (Figure 40). In March 1927, 
Congress approved a plan for the Humane Educational Society of Chatta-
nooga to occupy and use this portion of land for the purpose of establish-
ing a city pound, animal shelter, and hospital. Ownership and control 
remained with the War Department.45  

As the trees matured, the cemetery took on a picturesque park-like appear-
ance (Figure 41). Shrubs were located at intersections, between burial sec-
tions and around the buildings adding color and visual interest. The 
lushness of the plantings is visible in the historic post cards of the period 
(Figure 42). With the addition of park benches, it is likely that the ceme-
tery had many visitors.  

                                                   
43 “Municipal Record,” Chattanooga, Tennessee, Vol 1, No 12, 1912, (Clipping File, Local History, Bicen-

tennial Library).   
44 58th Congress, Senate, Report 3343, dated 27 January 1905, (Clipping File, Historical Collection, 

Chattanooga Public Library). 
45 69th Congress, Chapter 384, dated 3 March 1927, (Clipping File, Historical Collection, Chattanooga 

Public Library). 
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Figure 40. Sanborn map showing the land occupied by the Tennessee National Guard 
for its cavalry, 1917–1931 (Sanborn Maps 1917–1931, Vol.1).  
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Figure 41. Mature trees and some evergreen shrubs 
in burial sections of cemetery, 1905 (Library of Congress). 

 

Figure 42. Lush, mature plantings along cemetery roadway as a result 
of planting program with trees, shrubs, and planters, circa 1910. 
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As seen above in Figure 41, the standard size of headstones was modified 
from that established in 1873. In 1903, the width of the stone was in-
creased to 12", and the above-ground height was changed to 24" from a to-
tal 39". The modified stones had a thickness of 4". Additionally, a sunken 
shield was added to the design. Unknown dead who had previously re-
ceived six-inch-square blocks received the standard headstone, inscribed 
with the word “Unknown.”46 

Later, headstones were redesigned after World War I, and they were used 
for all graves except Civil War and Spanish-American War veterans. Re-
ferred to as the “General” type headstone, the white marble stone was 42" 
long, 13" wide, and 4" thick, with a slightly rounded top. The inscription 
contained a soldier’s name, rank, regiment, division, date of death, and 
home state. For the first time, there was a choice of two religious em-
blems—a Latin Cross for the Christian faith or the Star of David for the 
Jewish faith.47 

2.4 Modernization period, 1921–1944 

By 1930 there were plans for a new superintendent’s lodge at Chattanooga. 
No archival information was found on why or when the Meigs’s lodge was 
demolished. As with the old lodge, the construction of the new lodge fol-
lowed national trends in lodge design.  

The Quartermaster Department created a new standard plan for a Dutch 
Colonial Revival building of 1½ stories and with a large gambrel roof. Of 
the twentieth-century lodge forms, the three designs in the Dutch Colonial 
Revival style were constructed most often. In total, 14 of these lodges were 
constructed between 1921 and 1934. The design called for a 1½ story 
building with masonry construction at the first floor and wood-frame gam-
brel roofs enclosing the upper floor. The building footprint was rectangu-
lar and included an enclosed porch and office in the front, a living room 
and stair in the middle, and a dining room and kitchen at the rear. The 
second floor contained three bedrooms and one bathroom opening off of a 
central hall.48  

                                                   
46 National Cemetery Administration, “History of Government Furnished Headstones and Markers,” 
2015.  
47 Ibid.   
48 Harrison, “National Cemeteries, Superintendent’s Lodges,” HABS No. DC-46, 43. 
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Beginning in 1921, four of the first variation were constructed, with stuc-
coed hollow-core tile shingle roofs and two-window wide dormers on the 
front and rear. The second version expanded the dormer from two win-
dows to four, adding more light to the upper floor. This plan was used 
twice in 1931, for lodges in Nashville and Chattanooga, and included stuc-
coed hollow tile and frame. The third design used brick as the first floor 
material, with brick or faux-half-timbered gables. Eight of this style were 
constructed in 1934.49  

The 1931 lodge at Chattanooga National Cemetery was constructed by E.G 
Maxwell Company at a cost of $10,000 (Figure 43). Covered in white 
stucco, the two-story lodge contained 6 rooms, an office, and a basement. 
It faced the southwest entrance on Cemetery Avenue.50  

Figure 43. Superintendent’s lodge constructed in 1931 at 
Chattanooga National Cemetery, 1946 (NCA Archives). 

 

                                                   
49 Ibid. 
50 “Report of Official Travel,” 23-24 October 1946, Record Group 15, Box 7, National Archives and Rec-

ords Administration, Washington, DC. 
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Around the same time, the cemetery roads were widened and paved with a 
hard surface, and a new fence and retaining wall were built.51 In addition, 
an office and comfort station were finished in the spring of 1935, located 
100 feet from the present north entrance (Figure 44).52 The building is at-
tached to the new stone perimeter wall along Bailey Avenue. The cut-lime-
stone building is one story and contained (until renovations in 1988) a 
large rest room with women’s toilet facilities, and a porch entrance to a 
men’s room. By 1940, the cemetery had four buildings and structures, the 
superintendent’s lodge and office, the comfort station, the old stable (used 
as utility building, shop, storehouse, garage and tool house), and the ros-
trum. According to the real property cards, the current flagstaff was added 
to the cemetery in 1930.53 However, it is likely a new one has been in-
stalled since then. The old 1889 stable was razed in 1949.54 

                                                   
51 The Chattanooga Daily Times, 19 August 1931, page 7, (Clipping File, Historical Collection, Chatta-

nooga Public Library). 
52 “Office/Comfort Station,” Property Card, Record Group 15, Box 7, National Archives and Records Ad-

ministration, Washington, DC. 
53 “Flagstaff,” Property Card, Record Group 15, Box 7, National Archives and Records Administration, 

Washington, DC. 
54 “Utility Buildings (former stable and restrooms),” Property Card, Record Group 15, Box 7, National Ar-

chives and Records Administration, Washington, DC. 
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Figure 44. Shelter and comfort station constructed in 1935, 1946 (NCA Archives). 

 

Jurisdiction over the cemetery property changed hands several times in 
the 1930s and 1940s. The 1996 NRHP nomination covers the transac-
tions:55 

Executive Order No. 6166 dated June 10, 1933, amended by Executive 

Order No. 6228 dated July 28, 1933, transferred the cemetery to the De-

partment of the Interior (DOI). It remained under DOI's jurisdiction un-

til 1945 when, pursuant to the Act approved December 7, 1944, (Public 

Law 470, 78th Congress), it was transferred to the Department of the 

Army. A document in National Cemetery System microfilm records re-

porting on the acceptance of the transfer shows that the property was 

comprised of 129.5 acres. In 1948, three parcels were declared surplus 

and transferred to the War Assets Administration for disposition. Docu-

ments in historic records contain different acreages for each of these par-

cels. Records do, however, include a copy of a survey done in 1953 that 

shows the total acreage of the cemetery as 120.8 acres, more or less. A 

document shows that, by deed dated August 26, 1959, a lot on 13th Street 

                                                   
55 Sammartino, “Chattanooga National Cemetery,” 1996, 22. 
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(0.13 acre) was also acquired as an addition to the national cemetery, 

making a total of 120.9 acres.  

During World War II, the Chattanooga Board of Commissioners passed an 
ordinance on 28 January 1941 that returned the Jackson Park property to 
the United States government, and it was intended that the land become 
part of the cemetery.56 However, in 1941, the U.S. Army selected Jackson 
Park as the site for a 500-man tent camp for housing soldiers on weekend 
leave. Construction work on the temporary camp was completed by the Ci-
vilian Conservation Corps. The camp served to accommodate soldiers 
within a 250 mile radius from Fort Benning, Georgia; Fort McClellan, Ala-
bama; Fort McPherson, Georgia and Fort Oglethorpe and Camp Forrest, 
Tennessee. The camp covered about 5 or 6 acres on the section of the park 
facing Bailey Avenue.57 Jackson Park was used by the Army as a recreation 
center for transient solders until the end of the war, when it was no longer 
needed. A formal bulletin was issued by the War Department on 20 De-
cember 1944, transferring jurisdiction of the land to the War Depart-
ment.58 

Cemetery records indicate that this cemetery is the only national cemetery 
in which both World War I and World War II prisoners of war (POWs) are 
interred.59 The actions that led to this circumstance are provided in the 
1996 NRHP nomination:60 

There are 78 World War I prisoners of war interred in the Chattanooga 

National Cemetery, 22 of which are individually unidentifiable remains 

interred in three gravesites in the Post Section. These 22 remains were 

disinterred from the Odd Fellows Cemetery, Hot Springs, North Carolina, 

at the request of the German Government because their graves were in 

very poor condition. The German Government assumed the cost of disin-

terment and transportation of the remains to the national cemetery and 

                                                   
56 Ibid., 16; The Chattanooga Daily Times, 14 Aug 1944, page 3 (Clipping File, Historical Collection, Chat-

tanooga Public Library). 
57 The Chattanooga Daily Times, 7 July 1941, page 3, The Chattanooga Daily Times, 27 July 1941, page 

3. (Clipping File, Local History, Bicentennial Library). 
58 “Bulletin No 24,” RG 15, Box 8 (NARA Washington DC). 
59 “List of historical facts about National Cemetery,” dated 1958, Record Group 15, Box 7, National Ar-

chives and Records Administration, Washington, DC. 
60 Sammartino, “Chattanooga National Cemetery,” 1996, 17-18. 
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reinterment of the remains as a group in three graves was made on Feb-

ruary 4, 1933. 

The survey disclosed that the largest number of deceased German prison-

ers of war (56) were interred in the Chattanooga National Cemetery. 

Consideration was, at one time, given to the removal of all other German 

prisoners of war located in the United States to the Chattanooga National 

Cemetery, but the Department of State was notified on October 25, 1932, 

and the War Department on December 21, 1932, by the German Embassy 

that: "It will not be necessary to remove all the graves of German prison-

ers of war located in the United States, to Chattanooga, since the majority 

of these graves are well taken care of. Only the 23 graves in the Odd Fel-

lows Cemetery, Hot Springs (North Carolina), are in a very bad condi-

tion. We would, therefore, be grateful if they could be removed to the 

National Cemetery, Chattanooga." 

At the time of disinterment, only 22 remains were located. The German 

government assumed the cost of disinterment and transportation to the 

national cemetery. Many of the German World War I prisoners of war 

were interned at a camp set up in Hot Springs, North Carolina, where an 

old mountain resort hotel was taken over for the officer prisoners and 

barracks were erected on the hotel grounds for enlisted personnel. Most 

of these who died while interned here were the victims of a severe ty-

phoid fever epidemic in 1918. Many of the victims were taken to the 

Army General Hospital in Asheville, North Carolina. The German gov-

ernment assumed the cost of disinterment and transportation of the re-

mains to the national cemetery and reinterment of the remains as a 

group was made on February 4, 1933, in three graves (Graves 66, 67, and 

68 in the Post Section.) 

In addition to the World War I prisoners of war, 108 World War II pris-

oners of war are interred here, including 105 Germans, 1 Frenchman, 1 

Italian, and 1 Pole. Ninety-four of the Germans were reinterred from 

Crossville, Tennessee, two were interred directly in the national ceme-

tery, and the remainder of the prisoners of war were reinterred from 

Camp Butler, North Carolina, in 1947. 

In 1935, the German government erected the German Prisoner of War 
Monument between Section R and the Post Section, to honor 92 German 
prisoners of war captured during World War I who died on American soil 
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(Figure 45 and Figure 46). The monument lists the names of the 92 pris-
oners of war, 78 of whom are buried at Chattanooga.61  

Figure 45. Drawing from German Embassy for the German Prisoner of War 
monument, 1935 (RG 15, Box 7 NARA Washington DC). 

 

                                                   
61 Correspondence from War Department approving drawing of monument, dated 21 March 1935, Rec-

ord Group 15, Box 7, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, DC. 
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Figure 46. Image of the German POW Monument, date unknown (NCA Archives). 

 

In addition to the remains of Civil War soldiers, the cemetery contains the 
bodies of one veteran each of the Revolutionary War (Section S) and the 
Mexican War (Section S), and several of the War of 1812 (buried in Sec-
tions F, S and P).62 The bodies of 26 Army Spanish War Veterans were 
buried in Chattanooga Nation Cemetery in 1915 (Section T). The soldiers 
died of fever after returning from Cuba in the fall of 1898 while in camp at 
Huntsville, AL. They were originally buried in Huntsville in a small plot of 
ground donated to the government. Due to cost and effort to maintain the 

                                                   
62 The Chattanooga Daily Times, 16 April 1933, page 4. 
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plot by a branch of the local National Cemetery, it was recommended they 
be moved to Chattanooga.63 A notation that Section T was reserved for the 
Spanish War veterans is found on the 1893 map.64 

2.5 Reincorporation of Jackson Park, 1945–1975 

At the end of World War II, it was announced that the cemetery was 
scheduled for extensive improvements. The work at Chattanooga National 
Cemetery was part of a War Department program to build up existing mili-
tary cemeteries, as well as build 76 new ones throughout the United States, 
in anticipation of burying soldiers who died on foreign soil, if desired by 
their families. Initial improvement plans for the cemetery included land-
scaping, expanding the cemetery, rebuilding the perimeter walls and im-
proving layout. Jackson Park, still under the control of the Department of 
the Interior, was the focus of this expansion to the east.65  

A $125,000 appropriation was approved for the enlargement of the Ceme-
tery.66 The project included construction of a new stone wall along the en-
tire length of Bailey Avenue and a new entrance gate at Bailey Avenue and 
Spruce Street with the closure of the old north gate at National Avenue and 
Bailey Avenue. The project also included new service buildings in the 
southwest off of Cemetery Avenue and the expansion of the perimeter road 
(Figure 47, Figure 48 and Figure 49). Sections of the old stone wall that 
encircled the hill and enclosed 75 acres were removed (Figure 50). A 
chain-link fence was constructed along Holtzclaw Avenue as well as along 
the railroad and Central Avenue to the west and along the RR to the south. 
The new fence enclosed an additional 49 acres.67 These additional acres 
included the former Jackson Park to the east and south as well as the land 
used by the humane society and the National Guard for stable and armory 
to southwest.  

                                                   
63 The Chattanooga Daily Times, 27 June 1915, page 7 (Clipping File, Historical Collection, Chattanooga 

Public Library). 
64 Although the map was created in 1893, and the war did not occur until 1989, the map does show 

Section T marked as “Spanish War.” It does not appear to be a later addition to the map. The authors 
could come to no satisfactory conclusion as to the origin of the notation on the map. 

65 The Chattanooga Daily Times, 24 August 1945, page 8 (Clipping File, Historical Collection, Chatta-
nooga Public Library). 

66 The Chattanooga Daily Times, 30 July 1948 (Clipping File, Historical Collection, Chattanooga Public 
Library). 

67 Ibid. 
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Figure 47. Aerial photograph showing old wall layout and Jackson Park entrance (left 
side of photograph) prior to expansion project, circa 1945. 

 

Figure 48. General layout of late 1940s improvements, 1948 (NCA Archives). 
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Figure 49. Detail of drawing notes on new entrance 
along Bailey Avenue, 1948 (NCA Archives). 

 

Figure 50. Section of original wall removed during 1948 expansion,  
circa 1946 (NCA Archives). Former Jackson Park is seen behind the wall.  
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A new main entrance to the cemetery was placed at the former entrance to 
Jackson Park and replaced the old north entrance fronting down National 
Avenue. The cast-iron gates from here were placed into storage. The new 
Bailey Avenue entrance included high stone pillars flanking a 20-foot drive 
with a pedestrian gate flanked by smaller pillars on each side (Figure 51). 
The new 7-foot wall was made of a 3-foot stone foundation topped with a 
wrought-iron picket fence.  

Figure 51. New main gate along Bailey Avenue, circa 1948 (NCA Archives). 

 

New utility buildings were constructed to the west of Cemetery Avenue on 
the southern boundary (Figure 52). The two new buildings were 80-foot 
units divided by a wide parking area with gate and opened onto Cemetery 
Avenue. All of the service and maintenance vehicles were entering the park 
through the Gateway Arch (Figure 53). Demolished during this time, after 
the new service buildings were constructed, was the 1889 brick utility 
building (former stable and restroom) in 1949 and the rostrum in 1958 
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(Figure 54).68 No archival information was found to explain the demolition 
of the rostrum.69  

Figure 52. New maintenance buildings constructed 
in southwest corner of cemetery, circa 1953 (NCA Archives). 

 

                                                   
68 Notation on “Brick Utility Building” Property Card, Record Group 15, Box 7, National Archives and Rec-

ords Administration, Washington, DC. 
69 “Request for the approval of disposal of Buildings and improvements,” 16 May 1958; property card for 

rostrum (National Cemetery Administration Archives, Department of Veterans Affairs).  



ERDC/CERL TR-19-6  60 

Figure 53. Detail of map showing the location 
and configuration of the new utility buildings, 1948 (NCA Archives). 

 

Figure 54. Rostrum as seen a few years prior to its demolition, 1946 (NCA Archives). 
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The plan called for the removal of the original Jackson Park Road and the 
construction of a new roadway further east than the old perimeter road. 
This expansion allowed for adding burial areas along the new road. These 
new areas included Sections GG, KK, LL, MM, and QQ (Figure 55). As seen 
in the map from 1956, these were the first burial sectional created outside 
the old perimeter wall (Figure 56). 

Figure 55. Detail of map showing Sections GG,  
KK, LL, MM, and QQ, 1956 (NCA Archives). 
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Figure 56. Map of layout of cemetery and burial sections, 1956 (NCA Archives). 

 

An Army questionnaire in 1959 to cemetery superintendents had that 
there were ten “Bivouac of the Dead” plaques spread throughout the ceme-
tery: two by the Gateway Arch, four in the circle at the top of the hill, one 
in Section H, one in Section O, one in Section G, and one in Section K.70 In 
1962, the plaques were removed from the cemetery and six of them were 
restored and reinstalled but the locations were not mentioned.71  

In 1966, the southern portion of the old Jackson Park was planned for ad-
ditional burial areas (Sections JJ, RR, and SS). The old perimeter road and 
wall were removed, and a new road was created further southeast to create 
additional burial sections (Sections TT, TTT, UU, and VV). The new burial 
areas were graded and seeded (Figure 57).72 A brochure from 1974 re-
marks that there are seven “Bivouac of the Dead” plaques in storage and 
not displayed.73  

                                                   
70 “Questionnaire for Superintendents,” filled out by Curtis W. Spence, 1 August 1959. 
71 The Chattanooga Daily Times, 24 October 1962, (Clipping File, Historical Collection, Chattanooga Pub-

lic Library). 
72 The News Free Press, 2 September 1966, (Clipping File, Historical Collection, Chattanooga Public Li-

brary). 
73 Chattanooga National Cemetery brochure dated 1974, (National Cemetery Administration Archives, 

Department of Veterans Affairs). 
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Figure 57. Aerial view of 1978 (NCA Archives).  

 

2.6 Reimagining the Cemetery, 1976–present 

A multi-year, multi-million dollar renovation plan for the cemetery was 
announced in 1976, and a master plan was completed that same year. The 
plan’s goals included developing and extending the cemetery, creating 
continuity between the old and the new sections, providing vehicular cir-
culation to separate funereal, visitor, and maintenance traffic, and provid-
ing a new entrance to address ceremonial and functional requirements as 
well as increasing burial capacity with construction of a crypt, and in-
creased maintenance facilities (Figure 58).74  

                                                   
74 Chattanooga National Cemetery Master Plan, January 1976, (National Cemetery Administration Ar-

chives, Department of Veterans Affairs), 20. 
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Figure 58. Master Plan for Chattanooga National Cemetery, 1976 (NCA Archives). 

 

Initially the master plan called for the relocation of roadways as well the 
construction of a new administration building for FY77, construction of a 
new service entrance and a new main entrance for FY78, and the construc-
tion of a new crypt for FY79.75 An addition to the plan was announced in 
1978, with the construction of a storm water collection pond to correct se-
rious flooding which would allow 10 more acres to be developed for burials 
at the cemetery.76 

In actuality, the first phase included the construction of a two-acre pond, 
the relocation of roads, the construction of 11,000 new gravesites, and 
construction of a new main entrance along Holtzclaw Avenue. The first 

                                                   
75 The News Free Press, 27 May 1976, page A6, (Clipping File, Historical Collection, Chattanooga Public 

Library). 
76 The Chattanooga Daily Times, 13 May 1978, page A7, (Clipping File, Historical Collection, Chatta-

nooga Public Library). 
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phase of the design project was contracted to Stein Construction Com-
pany, of Chattanooga.77 The second phase, contracted with Polote Broth-
ers, Inc., of Savanah, GA, included the expansion of the utility buildings 
and construction of a new service and access road along the lake. Both 
construction phases were completed in 1981.78 The construction of an ad-
ministration building and a columbarium did not end up as part of these 
projects; however, they would be added later.  

Due to continual flooding along the south and west sections of the ceme-
tery, it was necessary to construct a storm water collection pond or lake so 
burials could be added in or adjacent to these areas (Figure 59). The loca-
tion of the lake necessitated the closing of the main cemetery entrance 
along Cemetery Avenue. The Gateway Arch remained but no longer served 
as an entrance and became more of an object in the landscape (Figure 60). 
River birch, weeping willows, dogwood, and sweetgum trees were planted 
along the lake. 

Figure 59. Flooding along south of cemetery, 1946 (NCA Archives). 

 

                                                   
77 The News Free Press, 8 June 1980, page C4, (Clipping File, Historical Collection, Chattanooga Public 

Library). 
78 The Chattanooga Daily Times, 8 August 1981, page C2, (Clipping File, Historical Collection, Chatta-

nooga Public Library). 
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Figure 60. Detail of lake and service area, 1984 (NCA Archives). 

 

The west side of the cemetery was also flood-prone. Marked on the 1893 
plan, are a slough and a low water line directly outside the perimeter wall 
(Figure 61 and Figure 62). This area was prone to flooding and washouts 
(Figure 63–Figure 65). To be able to use this land for burials, the whole 
area needed to be filled and regraded and the section of Eisenhower Boule-
vard reconstructed. Based on the remaining rock outcropping today and 
evidence of cave opening, it is estimated this area received 5–10 feet of fill 
(Figure 66). After the site work was completed, new burial sections were 
added (Sections FFF, EEE, and DDD). The last stage of road realignment 
was for the northern section of Eisenhower Boulevard enclosing Sections I 
and J inside the perimeter road.  
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Figure 61. Area of slough, in relation to railway, perimeter wall,  
and arch, marked on 1893 plan (NARA College Park). 
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Figure 62. Low-water line in relation to Section C,  
marked on 1893 plan (NARA College Park). 

 

Figure 63. Area of flooding shown in photograph with caption saying,  
“High water 10 feet deep” in April 1886 (NARA College Park),  
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Figure 64. West side of cemetery, 1955 (NCA Archives). 

 

Figure 65. Site of future road regrading and fill 
along Eisenhower Avenue, circa 1965 (NCA Archives). 
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Figure 66. Detail of map showing the cave entrance 
along Eisenhower Boulevard, 1956 (NCA Archives). 

 

As part of the 1976 Master Plan, it was determined that the current main 
entrance along Bailey Avenue was not ideal due to the four lanes of high-
speed traffic at the main gate (Figure 67). It was noted that processions 
needed to cross Bailey Avenue from Spruce Street before entering the cem-
etery causing congestion and dangerous conditions.79 For these reasons, 
the main gate was relocated to the east side of the cemetery along 
Holtzclaw Avenue (Figure 68). The design of the entrance was an oval with 
clear entrance and exit gates (Figure 69). After the construction, both sides 
of the gates were planted with red oaks, Deodar cedars, and crepe myrtle 
while the center oval was planted with weeping cherry trees, crepe myrtle 
and rhododendrons. The Bailey Avenue entrance was closed off once the 
new gate was opened.  

                                                   
79 Chattanooga National Cemetery Master Plan, January 1979 (National Cemetery Administration Ar-

chives, Department of Veterans Affairs). 
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Figure 67. The main gate along Bailey Avenue prior to closure, 1976 (NCA Archives).  

 

Figure 68. Drawing of proposed new cemetery entrance 
from 1976 Master Plan (NCA Archives). 
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Figure 69. Detail of new main entrance along 
Holtzclaw Avenue, 1984 (NCA Archives).  

 

The project also included the expansion of the utility area and the creation 
of a new service access road and a new service gate to the west of the ser-
vice buildings. A third service building was constructed that connected the 
existing north building to the south building (see Figure 60). This area, be-
tween the lake and Central Avenue and the railroad, was also developed 
for burials (Sections WW, XX, YY, AAA, CCC, and WWW).  

As part of these construction efforts, 400 new trees and shrubs were 
planted throughout the cemetery. Flowering trees, such as dogwoods, azal-
eas and plums, were planted for color and oaks and maples for shade.80 
Evergreens were planted along the west side of the cemetery screening the 
railroad from view. A berm was built around the service complex to the 
north and east sides and covered in creeping junipers to screen the build-
ings from the cemetery. 

Between 1982 and 1986, the Department of Veterans Affairs policy shifted 
to allow the use of flat grave markers in national cemeteries. This policy 
was revoked by Public Law 99-576, requiring burials after 1 January 1987 

                                                   
80 The News Free Press, 31 May 1982, page B1, (Clipping File, Local History, Chattanooga Public Li-

brary). 
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to exclusively use upright grave markers. During the intervening years, 
burials at Chattanooga National Cemetery utilized flat granite markers. 
These markers were placed in Sections VV, TTT, and WWW.81  

Complaints about the poor living condition of the 1930 superintendent’s 
office and quarters as well as its location away from the new entrance were 
documented in the local papers.82 The lodge was eventually demolished in 
1981. Construction of a new administration building and renovation of the 
old office and restroom building into restrooms was completed in 1988 at 
a cost of $1.4 million.83 The new administration building was designed to 
be compatible with the original former administration building which was 
converted to just restrooms at this time. The same type of limestone facing 
was used in the construction of the new building (Figure 70). The admin-
istration building was heavily planted with shrub foundation plantings 
which extended to and around the restroom building, and currently there 
is one “Bivouac of the Dead” plaque [“The muffled drums sad roll has 
beat…”], which in 1959 had been located in Section G near the front en-
trance.  

Figure 70. New administration building, 1988 (NCA Archives). 

 

                                                   
81 Sammartino, “Chattanooga National Cemetery,” 1996, 3. 
82 Chattanooga Post, 14 July 1969, (Clipping File, Historical Collection, Chattanooga Public Library). 
83 Noted in "Miscellaneous Information on Chattanooga National Cemetery," 1988, (National Cemetery 

Administration Archives, Department of Veterans Affairs). 
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The Armed Forces Pavilion was constructed in 1997 at a cost of $528,000, 
with $300,000 raised in private funds and the rest from the Hamilton 
County and Chattanooga City governments.84 The pavilion, constructed at 
the southern end of the cemetery adjacent to the lake, includes lighting, a 
speaker system, a slate roof, and can hold up to 150 people (Figure 71). 
The pavilion is visually connected to the Gateway Arch which served as the 
original entrance to the cemetery. Crepe myrtles extend on either side of 
the pavilion encircling the flagpoles and river birch trees are planted be-
tween the pavilion and the lake.  

Figure 71. Drawing of Armed Forces Pavilion, 1997 (NCA Archives). 

 

In 2002, two committal service shelters were constructed to replace more 
temporary ones. The first, Shelter A, was constructed along MacArthur 
Drive halfway up the hill (Figure 72). The second, Shelter B, was con-
structed along Eisenhower Boulevard in the southern corner of the ceme-
tery (Figure 73). Both committal shelters were nicely landscaped with 
evergreen and flowering shrubs around the sides and rear. Also added at 
this time, was a soil storage area to the south of the columbarium and west 
of Shelter B (Figure 74). Shrubs provide screening for the chain-link fence.  

                                                   
84 The News Free Press, 16 May 1997, page A1, (Clipping File, Historical Collection, Chattanooga Public 

Library). 
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Figure 72. Plan for permanent Shelter A, 2002 (NCA Archives). 

 

Figure 73. Plan for permanent Shelter B, 2002 (NCA Archives). 
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Figure 74. Detail of the soil storage area enclosed in 2002 (NCA Archives). 

 

The National Cemetery Administration is looking at expanding burial ar-
eas with the addition of cremation burial vaults. Sections CM1-5 have been 
recently added and will allow the cemetery to continue burials for the fu-
ture.  
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3 National Register Evaluation 

3.1 1974 nomination 

The 1974 National Register nomination for the Chattanooga National 
Cemetery was signed on March 27, 1974. The nomination does not include 
a significance statement or specify which criteria under which it was nomi-
nated. The cemetery was nominated as a site, not as a historic district. The 
photographic facsimile of the nomination document begins on the 
following page. 
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3.2 1996 nomination 

Chattanooga National Cemetery was determined to be significant under 
Criterion A for its association with the Civil War and the ongoing associa-
tion with veterans from multiple wars. The nomination was accepted on 16 
September 1996. 

The specified period of significance in the 1996 nomination ranges from 
1863 to 1935, and the significant dates are 1867 and 1870. The cemetery is 
nominated under Criterion A. The contributing resources include no 
buildings, one site (the cemetery), three structures (arch, entrance gate, 
and perimeter wall), and eight objects (flagpole; three commemorative 
monuments, being the German WWI Prisoners of War Monument, the 
Fourth Army Corps Monument, and the Andrews’ Raiders Monument; and 
four artillery monuments). The noncontributing resources include three 
buildings (administration building, public restroom building, maintenance 
building), three structures (committal shelters; now replaced with two per-
manent structures), and no objects. A photographic facsimile of the nomi-
nation document begins on the following page. 

3.3 National Register Eligibility of National Cemeteries–A 
Clarification Policy (9/8/2011) 

In 2011, the NRHP staff clarified certain aspects of nominating National 
Cemeteries to the NRHP, including their component parts and character-
defining features. The keys parts of this clarification policy85 are that “The 
period of significance for a national cemetery is the period of time begin-
ning with the date of the earliest burials and extending to the present”; 
and that “…component resources contribute to the cemetery’s significance 
regardless of their age, function, or administrative role.” In addition, “Cer-
tain smaller-scale features, such as grave markers, street signs, water 
fountains, curbs and culverts, and plantings are considered integral to the 
overall contributing site and its identity as a national cemetery; these 
should be described collectively as significant or character-defining fea-
tures of the site in Section 7 of the National Register form but do not need 
to be classified and counted separately.” 

                                                   
85 NRHP (National Register of Historic Places), “National Register Eligibility of National Cemeteries—a 

Clarification of Policy,” (Washington, DC: NRHP, 8 September 2011). 
https://www.cem.va.gov/CEM/pdf/Final_Eligibility_of_VA_cemeteries_A_Clarification_of_Policy_rev.pdf 

https://www.cem.va.gov/CEM/pdf/Final_Eligibility_of_VA_cemeteries_A_Clarification_of_Policy_rev.pdf
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4 Current Conditions 

The existing conditions of the Chattanooga National Cemetery were sur-
veyed in May 2018 by Adam Smith, architectural historian and Megan 
Tooker, landscape architect. 

Chattanooga National Cemetery is located near the center of the city of 
Chattanooga in Hamilton County, Tennessee (Figure 75). The cemetery is 
bounded by Bailey Avenue to the north, South Holtzclaw Avenue on the 
east, East 13th Street to the south, and Central Avenue and railroad tracks 
on the west. The 121-acre site is roughly square in shape with the north-
west corner removed to accommodate tracks for the Norfolk Southern 
Railway (Figure 76). The cemetery has undulating hills, scattered copses of 
trees, winding paths and roads, and ordered rows of military headstones. 
The cemetery is mostly bounded by a fence or a wall with fence on top. 

Figure 75. Aerial view of Chattanooga National Cemetery (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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Figure 76. Aerial view with landscape feature overlay (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

4.1 Ownership and oversight 

The cemetery is a federal property that is owned and maintained by the 
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs National Cemetery Administration. 
The cemetery’s management is located onsite. The Southeast District Of-
fice of the National Cemetery Administration is responsible for projects 
undertaken at Chattanooga National Cemetery. 

4.2 Physical site 

Chattanooga, Tennessee, has a four-season humid, subtropical climate 
characterized by hot, humid summers and mild winters with some proba-
bility of snow every winter. Average annual precipitation is over 52 inches, 
spread throughout the year.  
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The location for the Chattanooga National Cemetery was chosen for its 
role in the Civil War Battles of Chattanooga. The site was selected by Ma-
jor General Thomas since General Grant established his headquarters on 
the summit of the hill during the early phase of the four-day battle for 
Lookout Mountain. The site was approximately 75 acres of a round hill ris-
ing with a uniform slope to a height of 100 feet and facing Missionary 
Ridge on one side and Lookout Mountain on the other. The rolling hills are 
some of the highest in the area. At the top of the hill, the Memorial Circle 
of Honor (former site of the rostrum) provides a commanding view over 
the site. The main entrance to the cemetery is located on the eastern side 
of the cemetery along Holtzclaw Avenue. A former entrance, currently a 
locked gate with no road, still exists along the northern side of the ceme-
tery along Bailey Avenue. There are three gates on the southern side of the 
cemetery set within the chain-link fence: one at the end of Top Street into 
the spoil/maintenance yard, one into the maintenance complex on East 
13th Street, and the Back Gate on East 13th Street. 

The vegetation in the cemetery is primarily a mixture of large deciduous 
and evergreen trees, with a few ornamental trees and shrubs located 
around the buildings and structures. A circular road network winds 
through the cemetery and provides access to all burial sections. The roads 
are designed with enough width and wide corners to allow automobile 
traffic to maneuver easily through the site. Parking is accommodated along 
the roadways and adjacent to the committal shelters. Throughout the site 
are numerous objects and small-scale features. 

4.2.1 Topography 

The change in elevations across the site enhances the picturesque feeling 
of the cemetery. Moving from west to east or south to north, the site topog-
raphy rises and falls (Figure 77). The lowest elevation of 665 feet above sea 
level is at the Back Gate, with the highest elevation of 755 feet occurring 
approximately in the center of the site on the hill where the flagpole is lo-
cated. Continuing northeastward, the site drops downward through Sec-
tions M and G to the former Bailey Gate (closed) which is at 674 feet.  
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Figure 77. Height variation at Chattanooga National Cemetery (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

4.2.2 Spatial organization 

Members of the military services share a unique culture with their own 
system of beliefs, practices, and cultural values such as hierarchy, uni-
formity, order, utility, discipline, and patriotism. These values are power-
fully symbolized within a military installation’s landscape,86 and the Army 

                                                   
86 Suzanne Keith Loechl, Susan I. Enscore, Megan Weaver Tooker, and Samuel A. Batzli, Guidelines for 

Identifying and Evaluating Historic Military Landscapes, ERDC/CERL TR-09-6 (Champaign, IL: ERDC-
CERL, 2009), 3. 
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incorporated these same symbols into the designs of the National Ceme-
teries established just after the Civil War. Chattanooga National Cemetery 
has these principles and features a distinct hierarchy of functional spaces, 
ordered and uniform constructed features, and well-maintained and mani-
cured natural features. The initial military expression of values in the land-
scape was the placement of the flagstaff and the display of the U.S. flag at 
the highest point in the cemetery. In the late 1870s, the defining visual ex-
pression of the landscape became the regularly spaced and uniform head-
stones. The headstones are arrayed across the burial sections, reflecting 
the topographic contours of the sites. The burial sections are derived from 
the network of roads that also reflects the site topography. Currently, there 
are 66 burial sections at Chattanooga National Cemetery (including the 
Post Section, which includes burials for POWs, between F Section and X 
Section), and a memorial area in the flagpole circle.  

In keeping with military hierarchies, the most important ceremonial struc-
tures—the flagpole and many of the monuments—are located on the high-
est point of the site.  

Throughout the site, groupings of tall shade trees further delineate areas 
and create open and enclosed spatial sequences that reinforce the feelings 
of solemnity and contemplation within the cemetery. 

The support buildings are located at the edges of the cemetery, with the 
Administration Building and Restroom Building on the northern edge and 
the maintenance buildings and the maintenance yard on the southern 
edge. The visual impact of the service buildings on the cemetery is further 
reduced by their location at the lowest point of the site and by using vege-
tation and a pond to screen them from views. 

4.2.3 Vegetation 

The vegetation within the cemetery includes tall deciduous and evergreen 
shade trees, a few small ornamental trees, and very few shrubs (Table 1 
and Table 2). The majority of the cemetery is covered with grass although 
in a few places, the grass is worn and dirt is exposed and stone outcrop-
pings break through the soil in several locations. The tree species are typi-
cal of the climate zone and include oaks, magnolias, hickories, and 
junipers. Deciduous and evergreen trees are intermixed throughout the 
site (Figure 78). Most sections are separated from each other by trees and 
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grass, and some of the older sections (A through Z) have trees intermin-
gled among the graves. Shrubs and foundation plantings are concentrated 
around the administration building and restrooms as well as the new com-
mittal shelters, the columbarium, and the Armed Forces Pavilion. There 
are some shrubs remaining adjacent to the main gate.  

Table 1. List of trees at Chattanooga National Cemetery, 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

Common Name  Scientific Name 

American Elm Ulmus Americana 

American Holly Ilex opaca 

American Sweetgum Liquidambar styraciflua 

Atlas Cedar Cedrus Atlantica  

Bitternut Hickory Carya cordiformis  

Black Cherry Prunus serotina  

Black Oak Quercus velutina 

Black Tupelo Nyssa sylvatica  

Black Walnut Juglans nigra 

Blackjack Oak Quercus marilandica 

Burford Chinese Holly Ilex cornuta ‘Burfordi’ 

Canadian Hemlock Tsuga canadensis  

Carolina Hemlock Tsuga Caroliniana 

Cherrybark Oak Quercus falcata leucophyllla 

Chestnut Oak Quercus Montana 

Chinese Magnolia Magnolia soulangeana  

Common Crape Myrtle Lagerstroemia Indica 

Common Hackberry Celtis Occidentalis 

Common Persimmon Diospyros Virginiana 

Common Sassafras Sassafras albidum 

Convexleaf Japanese Holly Ilex crenata convexa  

Cucumbertree Magnolia Magnolia acuminata  

Deodara Cedar Cedrus Deodara 

Eastern Redbud Cercis canadensis 

Elm Ulmus Sp. 

Flameleaf Sumac Rhus copallina 

Foster American Holly Ilex opaca ‘Fosteri’ 

Georgia Linden Tilia Georgiana  
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Common Name  Scientific Name 

Ginkgo Ginkgo (biloba) 

Hawthorn Crataegus Sp. 

Japanese Flowering Crabapple Malus floribunda  

Japanese Pagodatree Sophora Japonica  

Katherine Crabapple Malus Katherine 

Kentucky Coffeetree Gymnocladus dioica  

Keteleer Redcedar Juniperus Virginiana ‘Ketleeri’ 

Kwanzan Oriental Cherry Prunus serrulata kwanzan 

Laland Firethorn Pyracantha coccinea lalandei 

Lemoine Crabapple Malus purpurea lemoinei 

Littleleaf Japanese Holly Ilex crenata microphylla 

Mockorange Philadelphus Sp. 

Mountain Laurel Kalmia Kalmia latifolia 

Mulberry Morus Sp. 

Northern Red Oak Quercus borealis  

Pignut Hickory Carya glabra 

Post Oak Quercus stellata 

Red Maple Acer rubrum 

Red Spruce Picea rubens 

Redflowering Dogwood Cornus Florida ‘Rubra’ 

Scarlet Oak Quercus coccinea 

Shagbark Hickory Carya ovata 

Southern Catalpa Catalpa bignonioides 

Southern Magnolia Magnolia grandiflora 

Southern Red Oak Quercus falcata 

Star Magnolia Magnolia stellata 

Sugar Maple Acer saccharum  

Tea Crabapple Malus hupehensis  

Thorny Elaeagnus Elaeagnus pungens 

Water Oak Quercus nigra 

White Ash Fraxinus Americana 

White Oak Quercus alba 

White Pine Pinus strobus 

Whiteflowering Dogwood Cornus Florida 
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Common Name  Scientific Name 

Willow Oak Quercus phellos 

 

Table 2. List of shrubs at Chattanooga National Cemetery, 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

Common Name  Scientific Name 

Browns Anglojap Yew Taxus media ‘Browni’ 

Chinese Photinia Photinia serrulata 

Compact Pfitzer Juniper Juniperus chinensis 'Pfitzeriana Compacta' 

Dwarf Japanese Yew Taxus cuspidata var. nana 

Fuzzy Deutzia Deutzia scabra 

Glossy Privet Ligustrum lucidum 

Glossy Abelia Abelia x grandiflora 

Hatfield Upright Yew Taxus X media 'Hatfieldii' 

Leatherleaf Mahonia Mahonia bealei 

Lilac Syringa sp. 

Nandina Nandina domestica 

Pink Torch Azalea Rhododendron kaempferi 

Red Krume Azalea Rhododendron obtusum Kurume 'Hino-crimson' 

Shrubalthea Hibiscus syriacus 

Truetree Box Buxus sempervirens 'Arborescens' 
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Figure 78. Vegetation density at Chattanooga National Cemetery (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

4.2.4 Circulation 

Circulation through the cemetery is based on the road network that ex-
tends throughout the site. There are two entrance points to the cemetery, 
the Main Gate off Holtzclaw Avenue, through which all visitors must enter 
and exit, and the Back Gate off East 13th Street. From the entrance, the 
burial sections are accessed from a circular road (Eisenhower Boulevard) 
that encircles the hill (Figure 79). A north-south road (MacArthur Drive) 
cuts diagonally through the cemetery from the Back Gate to the Admin-
istration Building.  
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4.2.4.1 Road paving materials 

Roads are primarily asphalt and vary in width, but they are at least 10 feet 
wide and readily handle automobile traffic. The drive pull out off from Ei-
senhower Drive between the Administration Building and the Restroom 
Building is paved with granite blocks and granite curbs (Figure 80). There 
is a gravel road in a portion of Section DD (Figure 81) and another gravel 
road in the western portion of the cemetery along the fence (Figure 82). 
The only parking lots are for a few cars, south of the Administration Build-
ing, west of the Restroom Building, and to the east off the Andrews’ Raid-
ers Monument along Eisenhower Boulevard between Sections KK and LL 
(Figure 83, Figure 84, and Figure 85). Roads right next to the two commit-
tal shelters widen to allow parking (Figure 86).  

Figure 79. Looking west from loop around flagpole showing 
asphalt road paving and concrete curbs (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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Figure 80. Detail of pull off area between Administration Building and Restroom 
Building showing granite block pavers and granite block curbs (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

Figure 81. Looking west in Section DD along gravel road (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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Figure 82. Looking south along gravel road in Section FFF (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

Figure 83. Parking lot off Eisenhower Boulevard southeast of 
Administration Building (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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Figure 84. Parking area to the west of the Restroom Building (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

Figure 85. Parking area with concrete blocks set in gravel 
in between Sections KK and LL (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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Figure 86. Looking southeast toward drive with space for parking at 
Eisenhower Boulevard Committal Shelter (B) (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

4.2.4.2 Sidewalk paving materials 

There are very few footpaths in the cemetery. There are concrete sidewalks 
at the committal shelters, columbarium, Armed Forces Pavilion near the 
Gateway Arch, at the former Bailey Gate, brick sidewalks at the Main En-
trance, Andrews’ Raiders Monument, and between the Administration 
Building and Restroom (Figure 87–Figure 91). There are a few informal 
footpaths worn through the grass in some of the burial sections. However, 
pedestrians primarily either walk on the roadways or cut through between 
the burial sections. 
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Figure 87. Concrete paving at the Armed Forces Pavilion (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

Figure 88. Concrete sidewalk at the former Bailey Gate (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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Figure 89. Brick paving near the Holtzclaw Avenue Gate (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

Figure 90. Brick walkway around the Andrews’ Raiders Memorial (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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Figure 91. Brick paving near the Administration Building (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

4.2.5 Buildings 

According to National Register Bulletin #15, buildings are created to “shel-
ter any form of human activity.”87 Descriptions of the buildings are pro-
vided below. 

4.2.5.1 Administration Building 

The Administration Building is located on the northern edge of the ceme-
tery off Eisenhower Boulevard at the former North Entrance Gate at the 
intersection of National Avenue and Bailey Avenue. It was constructed in 
1988. It is an L-shaped building with the entrance facing west onto a brick 
sidewalk and pull-up area off Eisenhower Boulevard (Figure 93, Figure 94, 
and Figure 95). The building is faced with limestone. It has a gable roof 
and small inset porch on the east and west sides. The doors and windows 
are white metal, and the roof is asphalt shingle. The south side of the 
building has a kiosk to look up grave locations. 

                                                   
87 NPS (National Park Service), National Register Bulletin #15: How to Apply the National Register Crite-

ria for Evaluation (Washington, DC: U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, 1997), 4. 
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Foundation plantings surround the Administration Building on three 
sides. These include small flowering shrubs such as azalea, spirea, vibur-
num, and shrub rose as well as evergreen shrubs such as inkberry and 
holly. Ornamental trees include a Japanese maple, and two pear trees. 
Two large shade trees, a river birch, and a willow oak provided a shaded 
cover to the building entrance. There is also an island of crepe myrtle in 
front of the building that separates the drive from Eisenhower Boulevard.  

Figure 92. Southwest oblique view of Administration Building (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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Figure 93. North side of Administration Building (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

Figure 94. East side of Administration Building (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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4.2.5.2 Restroom building 

The Restroom Building was constructed in 1936 as an administration 
building and was converted for restroom purposes in 1989. It is a rectan-
gular building with limestone faced walls and an asphalt roof (Figure 95, 
Figure 96, and Figure 97). 

Figure 95. Southeast oblique view of Restroom Building (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

Figure 96. West side of Restroom Building (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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Figure 97. East side of Restroom Building (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

Foundation plantings surround the Restroom Building on three sides with 
the east side extending to the Administration Building. Shrubs include 
azalea, spirea, and shrub rose. Ornamental trees include crepe myrtle and 
river birch.  

4.2.5.3 Maintenance Building 

The Maintenance Building is located at the Back Gage off East 13th Street 
in the southwestern portion of the cemetery. The building was constructed 
in two stages with the north and south wings constructed in 1949 and the 
east wing constructed in 1981 (Figure 98, Figure 99, and Figure 100). The 
north and south wings have walls of painted brick and stone base for the 
walls. The east wing consists of painted brick walls. The roof structures of 
the north and south wings was changed when the east wing was con-
structed and the roofing material is asphalt shingles. Large opening open 
from each wing into the central area. The Maintenance Building yard is 
surrounded by a chain-link fence. 

A berm was built around the complex on the north and east sides and 
covered in creeping junipers to screen the complex from the cemetery, 
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although many have died. There are also many evergreen and shade trees 
around the complex on these sides as well. 

Figure 98. The north and east wings 
of the Maintenance Building (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

Figure 99. The east and south wings 
of the Maintenance Building (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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Figure 100. Detail showing brick addition of the east wing 
and the brick and stone of the south wing (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

4.2.5.4 Armed Forces Pavilion 

A large pavilion, dedicated to all of the Armed Services, was constructed 
southwest of the Gateway Arch in 1996. The pavilion overlooks a large 
pond which was placed in the area that led into the cemetery from Ceme-
tery Avenue (the former main entrance). It is constructed with precast 
concrete columns and a metal roof, and is placed within a concrete paved 
plaza with a large concrete sidewalk that extends under the Gateway Arch 
(Figure 101–Figure 104). 

The pavilion is planted with crepe myrtles on either side of the pavilion ex-
tending toward the Gateway Arch. There are five flagpoles on the west 
side. Behind the pavilion and adjacent to the lake are euonymus shrubs 
and river birch trees.  
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Figure 101. Looking southwest from the Gateway Arch 
toward the Armed Forces Pavilion (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

Figure 102. Looking northeast toward the Gateway Arch 
from the Armed Forces Pavilion (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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Figure 103. Looking northeast across the pond toward 
the Armed Forces Pavilion (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

Figure 104. Concrete benches at the Armed Forces Pavilion (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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4.2.5.5 MacArthur Drive committal shelter (Shelter A) 

Committal Shelter A was constructed on MacArthur Drive between the 
Gateway Arch and the Main Flagpole in 2002. It is made of concrete block 
with brick veneer and a metal roof. The shelter is sited on a concrete-
paved plaza with a large concrete sidewalk that extends north along Mac-
Arthur Drive (Figure 105 and Figure 106). The shelter has a storage area 
on the south end. The interior is open and has a brick and cast stone base 
for placement of caskets and metal benches and a wood ceiling (Figure 107 
and Figure 108). The committal shelter is planted with shrubs along the 
south side. These include spirea and holly. A large oak tree west of the 
shelter provides shade.  

Figure 105. Looking west at Committal Shelter A (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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Figure 106. Looking southeast at the rear of Committal Shelter A (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

Figure 107. Detail of base for placement of caskets (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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Figure 108. Metal benches in the Committal Shelter (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

4.2.5.6 Eisenhower Boulevard committal shelter (Shelter B) 

Committal Shelter B was also constructed in 2002. It is located on Eisen-
hower Boulevard east of Spoil Area. It is a concrete block structure with 
brick veneer and a metal roof, and placed on a concrete-paved plaza with a 
large concrete sidewalk that extends north along MacArthur Drive (Figure 
109). The shelter has a storage area on the south end. The interior is an 
open plan, with a brick and cast-stone base for placement of caskets, metal 
benches, and a wood celling. 

A grouping of holly trees to the north screen the shelter from Eisenhower 
Boulevard. To the west of the shelter is a grouping of large and small 
shrubs including a flowering cherry, holly, and spirea. Many mature trees 
shade the parking lot.  
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Figure 109. Looking west at the front of Committal Shelter B (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

4.2.6 Structures 

According to National Register Bulletin #15, structures are used for pur-
poses other than to create “human shelter.”88 The structures at Chatta-
nooga National Cemetery are described below. 

4.2.6.1 Perimeter walls and fences 

The original stone wall was in place by 1868.It encircled the hill but did 
not encompass the perimeter as is the case at most other national cemeter-
ies. The chain-link fence on the south side of the cemetery is likely to be 
the oldest extant portion of fencing, dating to when that portion of the 
cemetery was owned and controlled by the city of Chattanooga and was 
used as Jackson Park. The chain-link fence sits upon a short concrete wall 
(Figure 110). 

                                                   
88 NPS, National Register Bulletin #15, 1997, 4. 
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Figure 110. Looking south toward chain-link fence on 
south border of the cemetery (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

The plan for the removal of original stone wall and a concrete base was ap-
proved in 1945, and a new stone wall was constructed along Bailey Avenue 
by 1956. Stone pylons with the same stone and bead joints divide the wall 
into sections. The wall and pylons are topped with a tan, high-aggregate 
concrete coping. Metal fencing is placed on top of the wall section between 
the pylons (Figure 111, Figure 112, and Figure 113). 
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Figure 111. A portion of the Bailey Avenue wall 
east of the Administration Building (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

Figure 112. Detail of the metal fencing 
between the stone pylons on the Bailey Avenue wall (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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Figure 113. Bailey Avenue wall west of the Restroom Building (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

Also in 1945, a chain-link fence with a short concrete wall was added on 
the west side of the cemetery along the railroad right-of-way and Central 
Avenue (Figure 114 and Figure 115). 

Figure 114. Chain-link fence with concrete foundation 
along railroad right-of-way on west side of cemetery (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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Figure 115. Chain-link fence with concrete base 
along Central Avenue (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

The 1976 plan for expansion of burial areas within the cemetery also in-
cluded closure of the Bailey Avenue Gate and creating a new main en-
trance on Holtzclaw Avenue and included construction of a new metal 
fence placed upon a short stone wall with a concrete cap (Figure 116 and 
Figure 117). The metal fence located on either side of the actual entrance 
does not have the short stone and concrete wall. 
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Figure 116. Looking east at the metal fence 
along Holtzclaw Avenue (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

Figure 117. Metal fence near the Holtzclaw Avenue Gate (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 



ERDC/CERL TR-19-6  153 

4.2.6.2 Gateway Arch 

The Gateway Arch was constructed in 1879 in the southwest portion of the 
cemetery. The center point of the cemetery’s hill, the arch, Cemetery Ave-
nue, and Lookout Mountain are in a straight alignment (Figure 118). The 
arch is located immediately off Eisenhower Boulevard. The arch is 30'-
5½" high, and 25'-11" wide and 5'-3" deep. The arch is 10'-6" wide, 19'-6" 
high, and 4' deep. The structure is of granite construction with a large 
granite entablature (Figure 119, Figure 120, and Figure 121). The gate is 
rusticated with four 19' columns (one to either side of the arch and on each 
side of the arch). The main entrance has wrought-iron gates. On the entab-
lature that faces the old entrance (Cemetery Avenue) is inscribed 
“NATIONAL MILITARY CEMETERY CHATTANOOGA, A.D. 1863.” On 
the side that faces the cemetery is inscribed “HERE REST IN PEACE 
12,956 CITIZENS WHO DIED FOR THEIR COUNTRY IN THE YEARS 
1861 TO 1865.” The encircling wall that connected on either side of the 
Gateway Arch was removed between 1945 and 1953. Cemetery Avenue was 
removed in the late 1970s for the creation of the retention pond and the 
construction of the Armed Forces Pavilion, so the Gateway Arch ceased to 
be an entrance into the cemetery. A sidewalk connects the arch to the Col-
umbarium on the east.  

There is currently no vegetation around the arch. 

Figure 118. Looking northeast from Lookout Mountain 
toward the cemetery’s flagpole (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 



ERDC/CERL TR-19-6  154 

Figure 119. Looking northeast at the Gateway Arch (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

Figure 120. Looking southwest at the Gateway Arch (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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Figure 121. Looking west toward a side of the Gateway Arch (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

4.2.6.3 Columbarium 

The Columbarium is located to the south of Eisenhower Boulevard, east of 
the Gateway Arch and west of the landscape spoil area (see section 
4.2.6.1). It was constructed in the early 2000s and added onto in 2010. It 
is constructed out of concrete block faced in cast stone. The faces of each 
interment block are covered with a marble stone with the name of the de-
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ceased. The Columbarium has a central area with interment blocks to ei-
ther side (Figure 122). The Columbarium is connected to the Gateway Arch 
to the west by a concrete sidewalk (Figure 123). The Columbarium is par-
tially enclosed by a stone-faced wall (Figure 124.) 

A path leads down along the west side of the columbarium. The columbar-
ium is surrounded with shrubs on the remaining three sides. These shrubs 
include cranberrybush viburnums, dogwood viburnums, and flowering al-
mond bush. The main entrance on the north side is marked with a dog-
wood tree and a cluster of viburnums. There are no shade trees adjacent to 
the columbarium. Inside along the central court are three planting areas 
missing plantings. 

Figure 122. Looking south into the central court 
of the Columbarium (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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Figure 123. Looking west toward the sidewalk that leads to the 
Gateway Arch from the Columbarium (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

Figure 124. Detail of partial enclosing wall at the Columbarium (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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4.2.6.4 Bailey Avenue Gate 

The Bailey Avenue Gate was constructed in 1948 to replace the original 
North Gate one block west. The gate consists of stone-faced pillars with 
cast-stone caps with a finial detail on either side of a 20 foot wrought iron 
gate (the metal gates are permanently closed) (Figure 125 through Figure 
128). To the west and east of the main pillars are pedestrian entrance 
metal gates and then lower height stone pillars with cast stone caps. The 
gate is inset into the cemetery from the perimeter wall, and curving stone 
walls connect the gate to the perimeter wall. The two large pylons each 
have a brass Veterans Cemetery plaque on the portion that faces Bailey Av-
enue. The gate served as a vehicular entrance from 1948 until the late 
1990s, when the Holtzclaw Avenue Gate was constructed. The Bailey Ave-
nue Gate is now a pedestrian entrance, but it is rarely opened. No vegeta-
tion remains adjacent to the gate, although a row of dogwoods has been 
planted along the new pedestrian walkway inside the gate.  

Figure 125. Looking south from Spruce Street 
at the Bailey Avenue Gate (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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Figure 126. Looking north at the Bailey Avenue Gate (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

Figure 127. Cast stone cap at the Bailey Avenue Gate (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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Figure 128. Wrought iron detail of the metal gate 
at the Bailey Avenue Gate (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

4.2.6.5 Holtzclaw Avenue Gate (Main Entrance) 

The Holtzclaw Avenue Gate is the main entrance to the cemetery. The en-
trance and exit is separated by a large grass island. The entrance opened in 
the 1981 during the reorganization of the circulation plan for the entire 
cemetery. The gate has brick pylons and wrought iron fencing (Figure 129 
and Figure 130). 

Originally this area was heavily planted, but most of the plantings do not 
remain. Two beds of mainly perennials are located outside the gate at the 
corners. Within the oval inside the gate are two purple smoke trees and 
two dogwoods. One large chestnut oak remains south of the exit gate at the 
corner of Eisenhower Boulevard, with roses planted beneath it.   
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Figure 129. Looking west into the entrance roadway 
of the Holtzclaw Avenue Gate (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

Figure 130. Looking east out of the exit roadway 
of the Holtzclaw Avenue Gate (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

4.2.6.6 Back Gate 

The Back Gate opened in the late 1990s during the reorganization of the 
circulation plan for the entire cemetery. It is a chain-link fence gate that is 
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used primarily by the maintenance staff to access East 13th Street and Cen-
tral Avenue. A few shrubs are located just inside the gate, but for the most 
part the gate is utilitarian in appearance (Figure 131 and Figure 132).  

Figure 131. Looking north at the Back Gate (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

Figure 132. Looking south out the Back Gate (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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4.2.6.1 Spoil Area Gate 

The Spoil Area Gate was installed in the late 1990s. It is a chain link fence 
gate cut into the original chain-link fence on the south side of the ceme-
tery, and is used primarily for maintenance staff access to Top Street. 
There are small and large trees planted around the fence (Figure 133).  

Figure 133. Looking north at the Spoil Area Gate 
from the end of Top Street (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

4.2.7 Objects 

4.2.7.1 Headstones 

The War Department adopted the Civil War headstone design in 1873. The 
headstone consisted of white marble slab that measured 12" high, 10" 
wide, and 4" thick, and it had a rounded top. A shield was cut into the face, 
and it displayed the grave number, soldier rank, soldier name, and state 
name in bas relief (Figure 134). This type of headstone was used to mark 
the graves of all soldiers killed during conflicts through the Spanish-Amer-
ican War. In 1903, the headstone’s size was increased to 39" high, 12" 
wide, but still 4" thick. At Chattanooga National Cemetery, headstones 
that have been displaced by tree growth were laid flat to the ground sur-
face (Figure 135). 

For the Civil War unknown dead, the type of headstone is a marble block 
6" square and 30" high. The top and upper 4" were dressed, and the grave 
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number was inscribed into the block’s top (Figure 136). The War Depart-
ment discontinued use of the unknown type of headstone in 1903.  

The War Department started using the general type of headstone after 
World War I. The headstone consisted of white marble that was 42" high, 
13" wide, and 4" thick, and it had a rounded top (Figure 137). The general 
type is now used for all headstones at Chattanooga National Cemetery, ex-
cept for those who died in the Civil War and Spanish-American War. From 
1982 to through 1987, there was a policy of only using flat headstones 24" 
long, 12" wide, and 4" thick (Figure 138). 

The cemetery has a number of privately furnished headstones of various 
designs (Figure 139). The use of nongovernment-furnished headstones 
was stopped after the general type of headstone was introduced after 
World War I. 

Figure 134. Examples of the 10" wide headstones (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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Figure 135. Examples of upright 10" headstones displaced 
by tree growth and laid flat (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

Figure 136. Example of the 6" square block headstones (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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Figure 137. Examples of the 13" wide headstones (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

Figure 138. Example of a flat headstone (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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Figure 139. One of the many privately furnished headstones (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

4.2.7.2 Section markers 

The section markers in the 18 burial areas shown on the 1892 map have 
granite obelisks with the section letter inscribed onto all four sides (Figure 
140). Generally these markers are placed in the center of the “geometric” 
section. At some point the granite obelisks were removed in Sections E, I 
(originally J), J (originally L), Q, and S. The other burial areas section 
markers are short, square marble or granite posts with a slanted top and 
the section letter etched into the top (Figure 141 and Figure 142).  
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Figure 140. Example of one of the granite section markers 
from the 19th century (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

Figure 141. A marble section marker (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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Figure 142. A granite section marker (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

4.2.7.3 Main Flagpole 

The Main Flagpole is located in the Memorial Circle of Honor at the top of 
the hill. It is made of hollow tubular steel; it is 70’ high (Figure 143). It sits 
to the west of the center of the circle. There is no vegetation around the 
flagpole. 
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Figure 143. Looking to the northwest at the Main Flagpole,  
with the POW Flagpole shown at middle ground (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

4.2.7.4 POW Flagpole 

The POW Flagpole is located in the Memorial Circle of Honor to the west 
of the Main Flagpole (Figure 143 above). It is made of hollow tubular steel; 
it is 30’ high. 
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4.2.7.5 Andrews’ Raiders Monument 

The Andrews’ Raiders Monument is located in Section H, between 
Holtzclaw Avenue Gate and the Memorial Circle of Honor. It was erected 
in 1890 by the state of Ohio. It commemorates the 1862 raid from Marietta 
to Ringgold, Georgia. The base consists of Blue Westerly granite topped by 
a small-scale bronze replica of the locomotive, The General, used during 
the raid. There are inscriptions on all four sides. The monument is sur-
rounded by a red brick walk and there are eight graves directly to its west 
within the boundaries of the sidewalk. There is no vegetation around the 
Andrews’ Raiders Monument (Figure 144).  

Figure 144. Looking west at the Andrews’ Raiders Monument 
in Section H (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

4.2.7.6 Fourth Army Corps Monument 

The Fourth Army Corps Monument is carved out of granite and located be-
tween Sections C and F to the west of the Memorial Circle of Honor. It is 
not known who erected the monument or its date, but it was in place by 
1892. There are inscriptions on all four sides (Figure 145). 
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Figure 145. Looking south at the Fourth Army Corps Monument (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

4.2.7.7 German World War I Prisoners of War Monument 

The German World War I Prisoners of War Monument is carved out of 
granite and located in the Post Section between Sections F and X to the 
west of the Memorial Circle of Honor. It was erected by the German gov-
ernment in 1935. There are inscriptions all four sides (Figure 146). 
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Figure 146. Looking west at the German World War I 
Prisoners of War Monument (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

4.2.7.8 Artillery Monuments 

There are four cast iron seacoast artillery gun tubes installed upright and 
set into concrete within the Memorial Circle of Honor (Figure 147). It is 
not known when they were erected, but they were in place by 1892. 



ERDC/CERL TR-19-6  174 

Figure 147. Looking northwest at one of the four upright gun monuments 
in the Memorial Circle of Honor (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

4.2.7.9 Monuments in the Memorial Circle of Honor 

There are 25 monuments located on the northeast portion of the circle 
drive in the Memorial Circle of Honor (Figure 148). This area was set aside 
for memorials in 1992. The monument are set within a mulched area and 
have no other landscaping (Figure 149). Monuments include Magnolia 
Chapter, Gold Star Wives of America; Navy Seabees; United States Mer-
chant Marine Veterans; Women of World War II; and Pearl Harbor Survi-
vors. 

Below is a list of monuments and memorials location in the circle. 

1st Marine Division 1998 
29th Infantry Division 2003 
3rd District Legionnaires 1993 
3rd Marine Division 1999 
6th U.S. Cavalry 1994 
84th Infantry Division 1995 
Airborne Memorial 1992 
Blue Star Memorial 2012 
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Chosin Few 2005 
DAV 1993 
Korean War Veterans 2000 
Marine Corps League 1993 
Merchant Marines 2001 
Navy Seabees 2012 
Pearl Harbor Survivors 1992 
POW-MIA 1995 
Purple Heart 1992 
Tennessee Medal of Honor Recipients 1996 
U.S. Submarine Veterans 2007 
VFW 1994 
Vietnam Veterans, Courage Un-Rewarded 1977 
Vietnam Wall Experience 1992 
Women of World II 1994 
World War I 2002 
World War II 2004 

Figure 148. Looking south over the Memorial Circle of Honor 
toward the flagpoles and the top of the hill (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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Figure 149. Magnolia Chapter, Gold Star Wives of America Monument 
showing placement in field of mulch (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

4.2.7.10 Gettysburg Address Monument 

The Gettysburg Address Monument is located in between Sections M and 
G opposite the Administration Building on Eisenhower Boulevard (Figure 
150). The plaque was preexisting in the cemetery, but it was installed on a 
large granite monument in 2009. 

Figure 150. Gettysburg Address Monument located opposite 
of the Administration Building (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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4.2.8 Small-scale features 

4.2.8.1 Signage 

There is signage throughout the cemetery. On the pylons at the Holtzclaw 
Avenue Gate are letters with VETERANS ADMINISTRATION and 
CHATTANOOGA NATIONAL CEMETERY and bronze plaques for the Na-
tional Cemetery Administration. On the metal fence at this gate are signs 
forbidding firearms, displaying the hours of operation, and indicating En-
ter/Exit. Inside the Holtzclaw Avenue Gate is a floral pickup sign with the 
floral policy displayed on the reverse side. There is also a Blue Star Memo-
rial plaque (Figure 151, Figure 152, and Figure 153). 

Figure 151. Signage at the entrance drive at 
Holtzclaw Avenue Gate (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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Figure 152. Floral pick up sign after entering 
Holtzclaw Avenue Gate (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

Figure 153. Blue Star Memorial plaque on divider between the 
entrance and exit drives at the Holtzclaw Avenue Gate (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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Street name signs consist of simple square-section posts with metal name-
plates. Stop signs and speed limit signs are also mounted on square-sec-
tion posts or generic stamped-steel signposts of the type typically used 
along vehicle roadways (Figure 154, Figure 155, and Figure 156). 

Figure 154. Example of street name signage (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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Figure 155. Example of stop sign with Shelter A 
sign and arrow on reverse (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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Figure 156. Example of a speed limit sign (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

The Bailey Avenue Gate has Veterans Administration and National Ceme-
tery signs on either side of the former vehicular entrance (Figure 157). 
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Figure 157. Bailey Avenue Gate with plaques on pylons (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

Most of the signage at the cemetery is in the vicinity of the Administration 
Building on the north side of the cemetery, with history plaques mounted 
on brown metal stands; and the National Register and Bivouac of the Dead 
poem plaques (Figure 158–Figure 161). 

Figure 158. Example of a history plaque 
at the Administration Building (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 



ERDC/CERL TR-19-6  183 

Figure 159. Another example of a history plaque 
at the Administration Building (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

Figure 160. National Register of Historic Places plaque 
in front of the Administration Building (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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Figure 161. Bivouac of the Dead poem plaque at the entrance 
to the Administration Building (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

In the vicinity of the Memorial Circle of Honor are plaques with infor-
mation related to the Memorial Area and the POW flagpole (Figure 162). 
Also as one exits from the circle, there are metal directional signs for Shel-
ter A (Figure 163).  

Figure 162. Bronze plaque with information 
related to the Memorial Area (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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Figure 163. A metal directional sign for Shelter A (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

On the south side of the cemetery leading from Eisenhower Boulevard to-
ward Sections DD and DDD is an informational metal sign (Figure 164). 
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Figure 164. Informational traffic sign 
on Eisenhower Boulevard looking into Section DD (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

The Back Gate has the floral policy guidance date and information sign, a 
U.S. National Cemetery plaque on the gate, and metal guns forbidden sign 
(Figure 165 and Figure 166). 
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Figure 165. Back side of the floral policy 
sign at the Back Gate (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

Figure 166. A U.S. National Cemetery plaque 
on the Back Gate (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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4.2.8.2 Receptacles 

Trash and flower vase receptacles made of brown metal are placed 
throughout the cemetery on concrete bases (Figure 167). 

Figure 167. Examples of receptacles (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

4.2.8.3 Lighting 

The flagpoles are illuminated at night by four floodlights set on a concrete 
slab (Figure 168). There are also light standards at the Armed Forces Pa-
vilion and in the Maintenance Complex (Figure 169). 

Figure 168. Example of one of the four floodlights. 
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Figure 169. Example of light standards at the 
Armed Forces Pavilion (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

4.2.8.4 Miscellaneous small-scale features 

These features only include occasional wood posts with plastic chains, for 
restricting vehicle access, and water spigots (Figure 170 and Figure 171). 

Figure 170. Wood post with 
plastic chain (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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Figure 171. Water spigot (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

4.2.9 Views and vistas 

Views and viewsheds are an integral part of the design of the cemetery. 
The cemetery layout provides the visitor with many picturesque views. The 
roadways and paths throughout the cemetery are constantly revealing new 
views and vantage points to visitors. The location of the flagpole on the 
highest point makes it visible from virtually every section of the cemetery, 
upon entering the Holtzclaw Avenue Gate, driving the roadways through 
the cemetery, generally from outside the cemetery, and from Lookout 
Mountain. 

The topographical rendering in Figure 172 identifies seven significant 
views from an overall perspective using blue arrows.  
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Figure 172. Diagram of views and viewsheds in the cemetery (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

These seven views are categorized as follows: 

1. Views to and from the former Main Gate (Figure 173 and Figure 174) 
2. Views in all directions from the Memorial Circle (Figure 175–Figure 178) 
3. Views along Eisenhower Boulevard by the Restroom Building and Ad-

ministration Building (Figure 179 and Figure 180) 
4. Views to and from the relocated Bailey Avenue Gate (Figure 181 and 

Figure 182) 
5. View from the new main entrance toward the Memorial Circle encom-

passing the view toward the Andrews’ Raiders Monument (Figure 183) 
6. Views of the historic monument grouping (Figure 184) 
7. View from the Memorial Circle and flagpole to Lookout Mountain 

(Figure 185). 
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Figure 173. View northeast toward the Gateway Arch (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

Figure 174. View southwest toward the Gateway Arch (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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Figure 175. View southwest from hill toward Gateway Arch (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

Figure 176. View north toward the Administration Building (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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Figure 177. View east toward 
the Andrews’ Raiders Monument in Section H (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

Figure 178. View west toward Fourth Army Corps Monument (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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Figure 179. View southeast from the 
Administration Building along Eisenhower Boulevard (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

Figure 180. View west from the Restroom Building 
along Eisenhower Boulevard (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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Figure 181. Looking north at the Bailey Avenue Gate 
from Eisenhower Boulevard (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

Figure 182. Looking south at the Bailey Avenue Gate 
from Spruce Street (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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Figure 183. Looking west from the Holtzclaw Avenue Gate 
toward the Flagpole (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

Figure 184. Looking north at the monuments between Section D 
on the right and Section DD-5 on the left (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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Figure 185. View southwest from hill toward Lookout Mountain (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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5 Landscape Features Analyses 

As stated in the 2011 clarification policy from NRHP, all features within 
the boundary of a national cemetery are considered to be contributing re-
sources to the history of the site.89 That type of all-encompassing consider-
ation is different from most NRHP-eligible properties. For most 
properties, there are almost always some resources that do not contribute 
to the significance of the property, whether that property is a site, build-
ing, structure, or district.  

The inventory and analysis for this work documents the physical changes 
to Chattanooga National Cemetery over time—from its inception through 
2018. The resources used for the analysis are historic plans of the cemetery 
(1893, 1948, 1956, 1962, 1981, and 2009), historic photographs, and the 
field survey the authors conducted during May 2018. As of spring 2018, 
there are over 50,000 burials recorded at Chattanooga National Cemetery. 

For purposes of analyzing the landscape of Chattanooga National Ceme-
tery, the burial sections at the site have been utilized (Figure 186). The 
burial sections within Eisenhower Boulevard are described separately 
while the burial sections outside Eisenhower Boulevard are grouped into 
northeast, southeast, southwest, and northwest. The site’s perimeter wall 
and fencing are discussed in section 5.1, gates in 5.2, and the flagstaff 
mound is discussed individually in section 5.3.1.  

                                                   
89 NPS, “National Register Eligibility of National Cemeteries—a Clarification of Policy,” 2011. 
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Figure 186. Chattanooga National Cemetery sections 
for landscape feature analysis (ERDC-CERL, 2018).  

 

5.1 Perimeter fence 

5.1.1 Historical development 

Chattanooga National Cemetery was bounded by a perimeter wood-rail 
fence in 1865; a stone wall with a stone cap that surrounded the hill in-
stead of the actual boundary of the cemetery was erected by 1865 as well. 
It is unknown when the perimeter wood rail fence was removed (Figure 
186 through Figure 191). This wall was extant until 1956 when the eastern 
sections were removed to allow incorporation of Jackson Park into the 
cemetery and then the western sections were removed during the filling in 
of the cemetery’s low spots on the west (Figure 192). The northernmost 
portion of the original wall was removed in the late 1940s and replaced by 
1956 (Figure 193). 
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Figure 187. Detail from 1893 map showing boundary 
and location of stone wall (NARA College Park). 

 

Figure 188. Looking northeast at the future location of the Gateway Arch and toward 
the hill of Chattanooga National Cemetery showing a wood rail perimeter fence and a 

stone wall surrounding the hill, 1865 (Library of Congress). 
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Figure 189. Looking northeast at the future location of the Gateway Arch 
showing stone wall with stone cap, 1878 (NARA Washington, DC). 
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Figure 190. Stone wall, c.1880 (NARA College Park). 

 

Figure 191. Stone wall with stone cap in 1946 
prior to its systematic removal (NCA Archives). 
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Figure 192. Stone wall in process of being removed, 1956 (NCA Archives). 
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Figure 193. Rubble stone wall with stone cap 
along Bailey Avenue, 1946 (NCA Archives). 

 

Under the plans from 1946, a new perimeter wall and fence were erected, 
with a new stone wall along Bailey Avenue and chain-link fence placed 
atop a concrete base along the west, south, and east sides of the cemetery 
(Figure 194 and Figure 195). 

Figure 194. Stone wall along Bailey Avenue erected by 1956 (NCA Archives). 
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Figure 195. Chain-link fence with concrete base after installation 
along southern edge of cemetery perimeter, 1956 (NCA Archives). 

 

5.1.2 Current conditions 

The stone wall with concrete cap from 1956 is extant on the north side of 
the cemetery (Figure 196). The chain-link fence on a concrete base from 
1956 is extant on the west and south sides (Figure 197). The metal fence on 
a concrete base from the late 1970s is extant on the east side of the ceme-
tery (Figure 198). 

Figure 196. Portion of the 1956 stone wall along Bailey Avenue (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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Figure 197. Chain-link fence on concrete base erected 
in 1956 along south boundary (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

Figure 198. Portion of the metal fence erected along 
Holtzclaw Avenue in the late 1970s (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.2 Gates 

5.2.1 Historical development 

The history of the gates at Chattanooga National Cemetery is as compli-
cated as the history of the perimeter wall. In the 1865 photo, the main en-
trance from the south is shown having a wood rail gate inset into a stone 
wall (Figure 199). A diagram from 1866 shows that there was a gate on the 
southwest side of the cemetery and one on the northeast side of the ceme-
tery (Figure 187). 

Figure 199. Detail of photo from 1865 showing 
the main entrance (Library of Congress). 

 

By 1878, the Main Entrance gate was transformed into a metal gate with 
stone piers (Figure 200). The center of the gate had a large opening for ve-
hicular access and a pedestrian gate to the east. 
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FFigure 200. Looking northeast at the main entrance, 1878 (NARA Washington, DC). 

 

The main entrance at the end of Cemetery Avenue was upgraded from a 
simple metal gate with stone pylons to a sizeable, stone arch with metal 
gates in 1880 (Figure 201). The Gateway Arch emphasized the line of sight 
from the hill down Cemetery Avenue to Lookout Mountain (Figure 202). 
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Figure 201. Looking northeast at the Gateway Arch with large gravel 
circle at the end of Cemetery Avenue, 1880 (NARA College Park). 

 

Figure 202. Looking southwest through the Gateway Arch toward 
Lookout Mountain, c.1910 (University of Tennessee, Chattanooga Library). 
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The 1893 map shows three entrances: (1) Gateway Arch, (2) east (by Sec-
tion H), and (3) north (Figure 203, Figure 204, and Figure 205). In an 
1886 inspection report, there is mention of an east gate. The North Gate 
was a Quartermaster Corps standardized plan for cast iron cemetery gates 
that was installed between 1886 and 1893 (Figure 206). It was removed 
and put in storage in 1948, and the gap in the stone wall filled in. 

Figure 203. Detail from the 1893 map showing the Gateway 
Arch and the gravel circle in front of it (NARA College Park). 
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Figure 204. Detail from the 1893 map showing an 
east gate near Section H (NARA College Park). 

 

Figure 205. Detail from the 1893 map showing 
the North Gate (NARA College Park). 
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Figure 206. Looking south at the North Gate, c.1890s (NARA College Park). 

 

In 1948, a new master plan closed the North Gate at National Avenue and 
Bailey Avenue, and called for the construction of a new gate one block to 
the east at Spruce Street. It consisted of stone pylons with cast iron finials. 
The wide central portion allowed for vehicular access, and on either side of 
that were small pedestrian gates (Figure 207). 

Figure 207. Looking south at the new Bailey Avenue Gate, 1953 (NCA Archives). 
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Probably the greatest changes to the entrance gates since the Gateway 
Arch was constructed in 1880 were made in the late 1990s, when the Bai-
ley Avenue Gate was closed. A new main entrance off Holtzclaw Avenue 
opened up, and the entrance through the Gateway Arch was closed and 
relandscaped (Figure 208 and Figure 209). At the same time the Back 
Gate was opened to afford access to the maintenance area. 

Figure 208. Looking west at the new gate on 
Holtzclaw Avenue, c.2000 (NCA Archives). 

 

Figure 209. Rendering of Armed Forces Pavilion and 
changes to the Gateway Arch, 1996 (NCA Archives). 
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5.2.2 Current condition 

There were only three gates in 2018: (1) Holtzclaw Avenue (Main En-
trance), (2) Back Gate, and (3) Spoil Area Gate (Figure 210 through Figure 
213). 

Figure 210. Looking east at the gate on Holtzclaw Avenue, 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 211. Looking west toward the Flagpole from the Holtzclaw Avenue 
Gate with Eisenhower Boulevard in the foreground in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 212. Looking north at the Back Gate (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

Figure 213. Looking north at the Spoil Area Gate (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 



ERDC/CERL TR-19-6  217 

 

5.3 Inside Eisenhower Boulevard 

5.3.1 Memorial Circle of Honor 

The Memorial Circle of Honor is located at the apex of the hill and has a 
circle drive with MacArthur Drive that connects from the south and from 
the north (Figure 214). The north side of the circle has 25 monuments 
spread along the circle drive. To the north of the circle is the Memorial 
Area and Section P, to the east are Sections PP and BB, to the south is Sec-
tion B, and to the west is Section CC. The circle has two flagpoles and four 
upright gun monuments. 

Figure 214. Location of the Memorial Circle of Honor is 
shown in the center of area outlined in red (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.1.1 Historical development 

The top of the hill is the center of the cemetery, but no flagpole was shown 
on the 1865 photograph of the cemetery (Figure 215). An 1866 map from 
Harper’s New Monthly Magazine shows landscaping on the hill, but no 
flagpole (Figure 216). 

Figure 215. View looking north at the top of the hill in 
1865 showing little landscaping (Library of Congress). 

 

Figure 216. Cemetery diagram in 1866 depicting landscaping 
on top of the hill outlined in the red box (NCA Archives). 
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An image from a stereograph printed in 1878 shows the hill with a flag-
pole, upright guns, trees, and shrubs (Figure 217). 

FFigure 217. View of the top of the hill from Section B in 1878 (NARA Washington, DC). 

 

The War Department added the brick and wood rostrum to the top of the 
hill in 1879 (Figure 218). 
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Figure 218. Looking southeast, view of the top of the hill showing the rostrum, 
flagpole, upright gun, and landscaping, c.1900 (NCA Archives). 

 

The 1893 plan shows many deciduous and coniferous trees. The circle 
drive was gravel. The rostrum and flagpole are at the apex of the hill 
(Figure 219). There were no burials in the circle. Section P was located to 
the north, and Section B to the south. To the east were no burials until Sec-
tion H, and to the west were no burials until Sections C and F with the 
Fourth Army Corps Monument in between them. 
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Figure 219. Plan of the Memorial Circle of Honor, drawn in 1893 (NARA College Park). 

 

5.3.1.2 1948 plan 

Large-scale plans for improving and the cemetery were approved in 1948. 
The plan affected the Memorial Circle of Honor by calling for the removal 
of the Rostrum, which was demolished by 1958 (Figure 220). The 1956 
map also shows the locations for six trees or shrubs, but the 1956 plan 
does not have a planting list (Figure 221). The circle drive is shown as 
paved. 
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Figure 220. Looking northwest at the Rostrum and Flagpole in 1946 (NCA Archives). 

 

Figure 221. 1956 plan of the Memorial Circle of Honor (NCA Archives). 
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5.3.1.3 1960s planting plan 

In 1962, the Flagpole Memorial was planted with the following trees and 
shrubs: two Truetree Box (Buxus sempervirens ‘Arborescens’), two Willow 
Oak (Quercus phellos), and one Common Sassafras (Sassafras albidum) 
(Figure 222).  

Figure 222. 1962 planting plan of the Memorial Circle of Honor (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.1.4 2000s 

There are no burials in Memorial Circle of Honor; however there are 25 
monuments and memorials spread along the northern portion of the circle 
opposite Section P and the Memorial Area (Figure 223). These monu-
ments and memorials are set into a bed of mulch that is separated by 
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metal edging from the grass that covering the rest of the hill. The circle has 
the large Flagpole, a smaller POW flagpole, and the four upright gun mon-
uments (Figure 224 through Figure 229). There is one dogwood tree 
(Figure 230). 

The monuments and memorials area was developed in 2002 in this loca-
tion. Many of the monuments predate this year, however, and it is not 
known where they were located before being moved to the circle. 

Figure 223. Plan of the Memorial Circle of Honor in 2009 (Veterans Administration). 
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Figure 224. Looking north from Section B toward the Flagpole in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 225. Looking west at the Flagpole and 
visitors leaving the hill in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 226. Looking west at the Flagpole and 
the POW Flagpole in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 227. Looking west at the monuments and memorials 
along the north side of the circle in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 228. Looking north at one of the upright guns in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 229. Photo of the flagpole floodlight in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 230. The one tree on the hill in 2018 was a Dogwood (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.1 Section A 

Section A is located south of the apex of the hill and is accessible by walk-
ing (Figure 231). Sections B and BB are to the north, Section E to the east, 
Section D to the south, and Section DD-1 to the west. Section A dates from 
the founding of the cemetery, and has 443 interments completed primarily 
in 1863 and 1864. The shape of the section is a triangle, and it has an obe-
lisk section marker. There are paths at the points, and one in the middle of 
the south side.  

Figure 231. Location of Section A is shown in the 
center of area outlined in red (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.1.1 Historical development 

An 1866 map from Harper’s New Monthly Magazine shows landscaping 
surrounding Section A but not in the middle (Figure 232). Section A was 
surround by roads. 

Figure 232. Cemetery diagram in 1866 depicting landscaping 
in Section A outlined in the red box (NCA Archives). 

 

The 1893 plan shows no demarcated grass path surrounding the section 
and that the section had many deciduous and coniferous trees (Figure 
233). At the center of the section is shown a monument and the obelisk 
section marker. There was a series of coniferous trees on the east side of 
Section A, and trees were spread through the rest of the section. 
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Figure 233. Plan of Section A, drawn in 1893 (NARA College Park). 

 

5.3.1.2 1948 plan 

Large-scale plans for improving and the cemetery were approved in 1948. 
This plan did not affect Section A. The 1956 map also shows the locations 
for three trees or shrubs, but the 1956 plan does not have a planting list 
(Figure 234). There are seven graves in the center of the section that were 
not shown on the 1893 map, and the monument is missing. The obelisk 
section marker is in the same location. 
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Figure 234. 1956 plan of Section A (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.1.3 1960s planting plan 

In 1962, Section A was planted with the following trees and shrubs: two 
Bitternut Hickory (Carya cordiformis), one Common Hackberry (Celtis 
Occidentalis), one Whiteflowering Dogwood (Cornus Florida), one Ameri-
can Holly (Ilex opaca), one Northern Red Oak (Quercus borealis), and one 
Common Sassafras (Sassafras albidum) (Figure 235).  
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Figure 235. 1962 planting plan for Section A (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.1.4 2000s 

In 2018, the Section A layout had remained the same, but the remaining 
trees had been removed except for the American Holly (Ilex opaca) at the 
north apex and a Red Maple (Acer rubrum) in the center (Figure 236, Fig-
ure 237, and Figure 238). 
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Figure 236. Plan of Section A in 2009 (Veterans Administration). 
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Figure 237. Looking southeast over Section A in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 238. Looking north over Section A in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.2 Section B 

Section B is located south of the apex of the hill and is accessible from the 
circle drive or MacArthur Drive (Figure 239). The Memorial Circle of 
Honor is to the north, across the circle drive, Section BB is to the east, Sec-
tion A to the southeast, Sections DD and DD-1 to the south, and Section 
CC to the west across MacArthur Drive. Section B dates from the founding 
of the cemetery, and has 606 interments, primarily from 1863 and 1864 
with a few temporal outliers. The shape of the section is a ‘bulging trian-
gle,’ and it has an obelisk section marker. There are paths at each point, 
and one each in the middle of the north and south sides. 

Figure 239. Location of Section B is shown in the 
center of area outlined in red (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.2.1 Historical development 

An 1866 map from Harper’s New Monthly Magazine shows landscaping 
surrounding Section B but not in the middle (Figure 240). Section B was 
surrounded by roads. 

Figure 240. Cemetery diagram in 1866 depicting landscaping 
in Section B outlined in the red box (NCA Archives). 

 

The 1893 plan shows no demarcated grass path surrounding the section on 
the east or south, but a gravel road on the west and north (Figure 241). The 
section had many deciduous and coniferous trees. At the center of the sec-
tion is shown a monument and the obelisk section marker. A series of trees 
was planted on the north and west sides of Section B, providing a break 
between the drives and the burial area. Trees also were spread through the 
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rest of the section, and then a series of trees was planted on the south 
providing a visual block to the service area. 

Figure 241. Plan of Section B, drawn in 1893 (NARA College Park). 

 

5.3.2.2 1948 plan 

Large-scale plans for improving and the cemetery were approved in 1948. 
This plan did not affect Section A. The 1956 map also shows the locations 
for three trees or shrubs, but the 1956 plans does not have a planting list 
(Figure 242). There are nine graves in the center of the section and two in 
the west path that were not shown on the 1893 map, and the monument is 
missing. The obelisk section marker is in the same location. The roads to 
the west and north are paved. 
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Figure 242. 1956 plan of Section B (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.2.3 1960s planting plan 

In 1962, Section B was planted with the following trees and shrubs: one 
Bitternut Hickory (Carya cordiformis), one Black Cherry (Prunus serot-
ina), three Northern Red Oak (Quercus borealis), and one Southern Red 
Oak (Quercus falcata) (Figure 243).  
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Figure 243. 1962 planting plan for Section B (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.2.4 2000s 

In 2018, the Section B layout had remained the same, but all of the trees 
had been removed although a Red Maple (Acer rubrum) was planted re-
cently at the west entrance to the section (Figure 244 and Figure 245). 
There is also one Dogwood near the intersection of MacArthur Drive and 
the circle drive. 
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Figure 244. Plan of Section B in 2009 (Veterans Administration). 

 

Figure 245. Looking southwest from the center of Section B with 
Lookout Mountain in the background, 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.3 Section C 

Section C is located west of the apex of the hill and is accessible by walking 
from the circle drive or MacArthur Drive (Figure 246). The Fourth Army 
Corps Monument is to the north, Section CC to the east, an open area with 
rock to the south, and Section W to the west. Section C dates from the 
founding of the cemetery, and has 571 interments in 1863 and 1864. The 
shape of the section is a large circle with another circle of graves in the 
center. An additional seven graves in a circle is to the west of the main cir-
cle. The section has an obelisk section marker in the middle. 

Figure 246. Location of Section C is shown in  
the center of area outlined in red (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.3.1 Historical development 

An 1866 map from Harper’s New Monthly Magazine shows landscaping 
surrounding, but not in the middle of, Section C, with a diamond shaped 
pattern to the west (where the eight graves are located) (Figure 247). To 
the northeast, between Sections C and F is shown a triangle where the 
Fourth Army Corps Monument is located (Figure 248). Section C was sur-
rounded by roads. 

Figure 247. Cemetery diagram in 1866 depicting landscaping 
in Section C outlined in the red box (NCA Archives). 
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FFigure 248. View of the Fourth Army Corps Monument between 
Section C and Section F, 1878 (NARA Washington, DC). 

 

The 1893 plan shows no demarcated grass path surrounding the section 
and that the section had many deciduous and coniferous trees spread 
throughout the section with no particular landscaping at the eight graves 
to the west or toward the Fourth Army Corps Monument to the north 
(Figure 249). Shown at the center of the section is a monument and the 
obelisk section marker.  

Figure 249. Plan of Section C, drawn in 1893 (NARA College Park). 

 



ERDC/CERL TR-19-6  246 

 

5.3.3.2 1948 plan 

Large-scale plans for improving the cemetery were approved in 1948. This 
plan did not affect Section C. The 1956 map also shows the locations for 
three trees or shrubs, but the 1956 plans does not have a planting list 
(Figure 250). There are twelve graves in the center of the section that 
make a complete circle around the section obelisk while there was only a 
half-circle shown on the 1893 map. The monument shown on the 1893 
map is not shown in 1956. The obelisk section marker is in the same loca-
tion. The burial area to the west that in 1893 showed eight graves only has 
six in 1956 and is a star pattern instead of a circle. The Fourth Army Corps 
Monument is still located to the north. 

Figure 250. 1956 plan of Section C (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.3.3 1960s planting plan 

In 1966, Section C was planted with the following trees and shrubs: two 
Bitternut Hickory (Carya cordiformis), one Common Hackberry (Celtis 
Occidentalis), and two Northern Red Oak (Quercus borealis) (Figure 251).  



ERDC/CERL TR-19-6  247 

 

Figure 251. 1966 planting plan for Section C (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.3.4 2000s 

In 2018, the Section C layout had remained the same, but all trees have 
been removed (Figure 252 through Figure 256). 

Figure 252. Plan of Section C in 2009 (Veterans Administration). 
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Figure 253. View north of Section C on the right and Section W on the left 
with the isolated graves of Section C in the middle in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 254. Looking east at Section C in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 255. Detail (looking north) of the six isolated graves to the 
west of Section C and east of Section W in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 256. Looking south at the Fourth Army Corps Monument with Section C 
in the background and Lookout Mountain on the right in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.5 Section D 

Section D is located in the southern portion of the cemetery and is accessi-
ble by walking from Eisenhower Boulevard (Figure 257). Section A is to 
the north, Section S to the east, Section VV to the south, and Sections DD-
1, DD-3, and DD-5 to the west. Section D dates from the founding of the 
cemetery, and has 1,101 interments primarily in 1863 and 1864 with a sec-
ond wave of interments in 1964 and 1965. The shape of the section is an 
oval with a circle of interments in the center and rows of interments on the 
south side of the middle of the oval. The section has an obelisk section 
marker. There are five paths through the headstones. 

Figure 257. Location of Section D is shown in the 
center of area outlined in red (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.5.1 Historical development 

An 1866 map from Harper’s New Monthly Magazine shows landscaping 
surrounding Section D and in the middle with a triangle area to the south-
west surrounded by roads (Figure 258). 

Figure 258. Cemetery diagram in 1866 depicting landscaping 
in Section D outlined in the red box (NCA Archives). 

 

The 1893 plan shows no demarcated grass path surrounding the section, 
but a gravel road to the south (Figure 259). The section had many decidu-
ous and coniferous trees spread throughout the section. To the west of 
Section D are three monuments, but there are no demarcated grass paths 
separating them from Section D like there was in 1866. At the center of the 
section is shown a monument and the obelisk section marker. The area to 
the west had many trees. 
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Figure 259. Plan of Section D, drawn in 1893 (NARA College Park). 

 

5.3.5.2 1948 plan 

Large-scale plans for improving and the cemetery were approved in 1948. 
This plan did not affect Section D. The 1956 map also shows the locations 
for three trees or shrubs, but the 1956 plans does not have a planting list 
(Figure 260). The graves in the center of Section D have been reposition 
from the half-circle as shown on the 1893 map to a circle. The obelisk sec-
tion marker has been moved to be more in the center, and the monument 
is missing. The perimeter road is shown to the south, and is now paved. 
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Figure 260. 1956 plan of Section D (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.5.3 1960s planting plan 

In 1962, Section D was planted with the following trees and shrubs: two 
Bitternut Hickory (Carya cordiformis), one Shagbark Hickory (Carya 
ovata), two Hawthorn (Crataegus Sp.), one Common Persimmon (Di-
ospyros Virginiana), one White Ash (Fraxinus Americana), four Southern 
Magnolia (Magnolia grandiflora), one Black Cherry (Prunus serotina), 
one White Oak (Quercus alba), four Northern Red Oak (Quercus bore-
alis), two Southern Red Oak (Quercus falcata), and one Willow Oak 
(Quercus phellos) (Figure 261).  
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Figure 261. 1962 planting plan for Section D (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.5.4 2000s 

In 2018, the Section D layout had remained the same except the separate 
area to the west that has been encroached upon by Section VV (Figure 262 
through Figure 267). The trees in Section D are one Tulip Poplar (Lirio-
dendron tulipifera), one Oak (Quercus), and two Southern Magnolia 
(Magnolia grandiflora).  
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Figure 262. Plan of Section D in 2009 (Veterans Administration). 
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Figure 263. Looking north toward the middle of 
Section D from Section VV in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 264. Looking west from the middle of Section D 
toward downtown Chattanooga in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 265. Looking northwest at the monuments west of 
Section D and north of Section VV in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 266. Looking north at the grass path between Section DD-3 
on the left and Section D on the right in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 267. Looking southeast from Section D over Section VV 
toward Committal Shelter B in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

5.3.6 Section E 

Section E is located to the southeast of the apex of the hill and is accessible 
by walking from either the circle drive or Eisenhower Boulevard (Figure 
268). Section BB is to the north, an open area is to the east, Section U and 
S to the south, Section D to the southwest, and Section A to the west. Sec-
tion E dates from the founding of the cemetery, and has 871 interments 
primarily in 1863 and 1864 with a second wave of interments in the late 
1970s. The shape of the section is a shield with five sides of interments. 
The section has an obelisk section marker. There are five paths through 
the headstones. 
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Figure 268. Location of Section E is shown in 
the center of area outlined in red (ERDC-CERL). 

 

5.3.6.1 Historical development 

An 1866 map from Harper’s New Monthly Magazine shows landscaping 
surrounding Section E but not in the middle. Section E was surrounded by 
roads, although by 1878, the roads were covered in grass (Figure 269 and 
Figure 270). 
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Figure 269. Cemetery diagram in 1866 depicting landscaping 
in Section E outlined in the red box (NCA Archives). 
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Figure 270. View Section E, 1878 (NARA Washington, DC). 

 

The 1893 plan shows no demarcated grass path surrounding the section 
and that the section had many deciduous and coniferous trees spread 
throughout the section (Figure 271). At the center of the section are two 
monuments and the obelisk section marker.  
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Figure 271. Plan of Section E, drawn in 1893 (NARA College Park). 

 

5.3.6.2 1948 plan 

Large-scale plans for improving and the cemetery were approved in 1948. 
This plan did not affect Section E. The 1956 map also shows the locations 
for three trees or shrubs, but the 1956 plans does not have a planting list 
(Figure 272). The center of Section E is filled with grave sites, and the 
monument is missing. The obelisk section marker is also missing. 
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Figure 272. 1956 plan of Section E (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.6.3 1960s planting plan 

In 1962, section E was planted with the following trees and shrubs: three 
Common Hackberry (Celtis Occidentalis), one American Holly (Ilex 
opaca), two Southern Magnolia (Magnolia grandiflora), and one Post 
Oak (Quercus stellata) (Figure 273).  
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Figure 273. 1962 planting plan for Section E (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.6.4 2000s 

In 2018, the Section E layout had remained the same (Figure 274 through 
Figure 278). The trees in Section E are two Common Hackberries (Celtis 
occidentalis), two Southern Magnolias (Magnolia grandiflora), and one 
Post Oak (Quercus stellata). 
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Figure 274. Plan of Section E in 2009 (Veterans Administration). 
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Figure 275. Looking northwest from the “bottom” 
of the Section E Shield in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 276. Looking southeast on the east side of Section E in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 277. Looking northeast from Section E toward the rocky outcroppings between 
Section PP and Section Y in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 278. Looking north northwest at the grass path between Section U on the left 
and Section E on the right and Section S in the background in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.7 Section F 

Section F is located northwest of the apex of the hill and is accessible by 
walking from MacArthur Drive (Figure 279). Section R is to the north, Sec-
tion N to the east, Section P and the Memorial Area to the south, and The 
Fourth Army Corps Monument to the southwest, and the Post Section to 
the west. Section F dates from the founding of the cemetery, and has 779 
interments all from 1863 and 1864. The shape of the section is an egg with 
a circle of interments in the center. The section has an obelisk section 
marker. There are four paths through the headstones. 

Figure 279. Location of Section F is shown in 
the center of area outlined in red (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.7.1 Historical development 

An 1866 map from Harper’s New Monthly Magazine shows landscaping 
surrounding Section F but not in the middle (Figure 280). To the south-
west, between Sections F and C is shown a triangle where the Fourth Army 
Corps Monument is located. Section F and the Fourth Army Corps Monu-
ment was surrounded by roads. 

Figure 280. Cemetery diagram in 1866 depicting landscaping 
in Section F outlined in the red box (NCA Archives). 

 

The 1893 plan shows no demarcated grass path surrounding the section, 
but a gravel road to the east (Figure 281). The section had many deciduous 
and coniferous trees spread throughout the section with no particular 
landscaping toward the Fourth Army Corps Monument to the south. At the 
center of the section is shown a monument and the obelisk section marker.  
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Figure 281. Plan of Section F, drawn in 1893 (NARA College Park). 

 

5.3.7.2 1948 plan 

Large-scale plans for improving and the cemetery were approved in 1948. 
This plan did not affect Section F. The 1956 map also shows the locations 
for three trees or shrubs, but the 1956 plans does not have a planting list 
(Figure 282). The monument shown on the 1893 is not shown in 1956. The 
obelisk section marker is in the same location. The Post Section to the west 
has increased significantly in area. The Fourth Army Corps Monument is 
still located to the south. 
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Figure 282. 1956 plan of Section F (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.7.3 1960s planting plan 

In 1962, Section F was planted with the following trees and shrubs: one 
Bitternut Hickory (Carya cordiformis), one Hawthorn (Crataegus Sp.), 
one Northern Red Oak (Quercus borealis), one Post Oak (Quercus stel-
lata), and one Common Sassafras (Sassafras albidum) (Figure 283).  
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Figure 283. 1962 planting plan for Section F (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.7.4 2000s 

In 2018, the Section F layout had remained the same (Figure 284, Figure 
285, and Figure 286. 

Figure 284. Plan of Section F in 2009 (Veterans Administration). 

 



ERDC/CERL TR-19-6  274 

 

Figure 285. Looking north at headstones on the 
south side of Section F in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 286. Looking southwest at a tree and graves 
in the center of Section F in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.8 Section G 

Section G is located in the northeast portion of the cemetery, and is ac-
cessed by Eisenhower Boulevard (Figure 287). Section GG is to the north 
across Eisenhower Boulevard, an open area and Section Q is to the east, 
Sections I and Z are to the south, and an open area and Section M to the 
west. Section G dates from the founding of the cemetery, and has 648 in-
terments all from 1863 and 1864. The shape of the section is roughly an 
egg with two concave sides with a circle of interments in the center. The 
section has an obelisk section marker. There are five paths through the 
headstones. 

Figure 287. Location of Section G is shown in 
the center of area outlined in red (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.8.1 Historical development 

An 1866 map from Harper’s New Monthly Magazine shows landscaping 
surrounding Section G but not in the middle (Figure 288). Section G was 
surrounded by roads. 

Figure 288. Cemetery diagram in 1866 depicting landscaping 
in Section G outlined in the red box (NCA Archives). 

 

The 1893 plan shows no demarcated grass path surrounding the section, 
but a gravel road to the east (Figure 289). The section had many deciduous 
and coniferous trees spread throughout the section. At the center of the 
section the obelisk section marker.  
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Figure 289. Plan of Section G, drawn in 1893 (NARA College Park). 

 

5.3.8.2 1948 plan 

Large-scale plans for improving and the cemetery were approved in 1948. 
This plan did not affect Section G. The 1956 map also shows the locations 
for three trees or shrubs, but the 1956 plans does not have a planting list 
(Figure 290). Additional graves have been added in a circle around the ob-
elisk section marker that was not shown on the 1893 map. The perimeter 
road is shown to the east, and is now paved. A new paved road leads from 
the section to the new Bailey Avenue Gate. 
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Figure 290. 1956 plan of Section G (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.8.3 1960s planting plan 

In 1962, Section G was planted with the following trees and shrubs: one 
Bitternut Hickory (Carya cordiformis), two Shagbark Hickory (Carya 
ovata), four Common Hackberry (Celtis Occidentalis), two Hawthorn 
(Crataegus Sp.), two Mockorange (Philadelphus Sp.), one Black Cherry 
(Prunus serotina), one Post Oak (Quercus stellata), and one Common Sas-
safras (Sassafras albidum) (Figure 291).  



ERDC/CERL TR-19-6  279 

 

Figure 291. 1962 planting plan for Section G (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.8.4 2000s 

In 2018, the Section G layout had remained the same (Figure 292, Figure 
293, and Figure 294). Section G has one Shagbark Hickory (Carya ovata), 
one Post Oak (Quercus stellata), and two Common Hackberries (Celtis oc-
cidentalis). East of Section G along Eisenhower Boulevard are two Scarlet 
Oaks (Quercus coccinea). 
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Figure 292. Plan of Section G in 2009 (Veterans Administration). 

 

Figure 293. Looking south at Section G from 
Eisenhower Boulevard in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 294. Looking north into the center of Section G in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.9 Section H 

Section H is located in the east portion of the cemetery, and is accessed by 
Eisenhower Boulevard (Figure 295). Sections K and Y are to the north, 
Section KK is to the east, an open area and Section U are to the south, and 
an open area to the west. Section H dates from the founding of the ceme-
tery, and has 792 interments all from 1862 through 1865. The shape of the 
section is roughly a triangle. The section has an obelisk section marker. 
There are four paths through the headstones. At the southern side of the 
open area in the middle is located the Andrews Raiders Monument with a 
series of graves to the west and north. The monument is surrounded by a 
brick path. 

Figure 295. Location of Section H is shown in 
the center of area outlined in red (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.9.1 Historical development 

An 1866 map from Harper’s New Monthly Magazine shows landscaping 
surrounding Section H but not in the middle (Figure 296). Section H was 
surrounded by roads. 

Figure 296. Cemetery diagram in 1866 depicting landscaping 
in Section H outlined in the red box (NCA Archives). 

 

The 1893 plan shows no demarcated grass path surrounding the section, 
but a gravel road to east (Figure 297). The section had many deciduous 
and coniferous trees spread throughout the section. At the center of the 
section is shown a monument and the obelisk section marker. The monu-
ment is most likely the Andrews Raiders Monument which was dedicated 
in 1890 (Figure 298 and Figure 299). To the east of Section H is the East 
Gate. 
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Figure 297. Plan of Section H, drawn in 1893 (NARA College Park). 
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Figure 298. View of the Andrews Raiders Monument 
in Section H, c.1900 (Library of Congress). 

 

Figure 299. View of the Andrews Raiders Monument 
in Section H, c.1900 (NARA College Park). 
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5.3.9.2 1948 plan 

Large-scale plans for improving and the cemetery were approved in 1948. 
This plan did not affect Section H. The 1956 map also shows the locations 
for three trees or shrubs, but the 1956 plans does not have a planting list 
(Figure 300). Section H appears to be unchanged since 1893, although 
changes to the trees and shrubs cannot be determined. 

Figure 300. 1956 plan of Section H (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.9.3 1960s planting plan 

In 1962, Section H was planted with the following trees and shrubs: one 
Bitternut Hickory (Carya cordiformis), 5 Whiteflowering Dogwood (Cor-
nus Florida), three Tea Crabapple (Malus hupehensis), two White Pine 
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(Pinus strobus), one Northern Red Oak (Quercus borealis), and 5 Cana-
dian Hemlock (Tsuga canadensis) (Figure 301).  

Figure 301. 1962 planting plan for Section H (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.9.4 2000s 

In 2018, the Section H layout had remained the same (Figure 302 through 
Figure 308). The trees in Section H are four Flowering Cherries (Prunus 
sp.), one Sugar Maple (Acer saccharum), one White Pine (Pinus strobus), 
and one Southern Magnolia (Magnolia grandiflora). 
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Figure 302. Plan of Section H in 2009 (Veterans Administration). 
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Figure 303. Looking west toward Section H and the Andrews Raiders Monument with 
Section KK and Eisenhower Boulevard in the foreground in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 304. Looking west toward the Andrews Raiders Monument with a brick 
sidewalk surrounding it and visitors in Section H in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 305. Looking west toward the Andrews Raiders 
Monument in Section H in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 306. Looking west on the west side of the Andrews 
Raiders Monument in Section H in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 307. Looking east at Section H with a school group 
viewing the Andrews Raiders Monument in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 308. Looking east at a White Pine in Section H in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.10 Section I 

Section I is located in the northwest portion of the cemetery, and is ac-
cessed by Eisenhower Boulevard (Figure 309. Section GGG is to the north 
across Eisenhower Boulevard, Section J is to the east, Section R and an 
open area are to the south, and Section CM-4 to the west. Section I dates 
from the founding of the cemetery although it was originally called Section 
J. It has 1,031 interments with the ones in the original portion from 1864 
and the ones in the additional areas from the 1960s through the 1990s 
with some from the 2000s. The shape of the section is roughly closed U 
with rows of newer interments to the west and in the center. The section 
does not have its original obelisk section marker. There are no paths 
through the headstones. 

Figure 309. Location of Section I is shown in 
the center of area outlined in red (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.10.1 Historical development 

An 1866 map from Harper’s New Monthly Magazine shows landscaping 
surrounding Section I (then Section J) but not in the middle (Figure 310). 
Section I was surrounded by roads with an unmarked section to its west. 

Figure 310. Cemetery diagram in 1866 depicting landscaping in Section I (J on map) 
outlined in the red box (NCA Archives). 

 

The 1893 plan shows no demarcated grass path on either side of Section I 
(marked as Section J on the map) and that the stone wall was to the north 
and a gravel road separated the section from Section R to the south 
(Figure 311). The section had many deciduous and coniferous trees spread 
throughout the section. At the center of the section is the obelisk section 
marker.  
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Figure 311. Plan of Section I (J on map), drawn in 1893 (NARA College Park). 

 

5.3.10.2 1948 plan 

Large-scale plans for improving and the cemetery were approved in 1948. 
This plan greatly affected Section I. The section was doubled in size by 
adding burial rows to the west and in the center (Figure 312). The perime-
ter stone wall was removed and a new paved road was added in that loca-
tion to the north of Section I. The grass divider between Section I and 
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Section J was filled with burial areas. And the old perimeter drive that sep-
arated the section from Section R was slated for removal. The 1956 map 
also shows the locations for three trees or shrubs, but the 1956 plans does 
not have a planting list. The obelisk section marker was removed. 

Figure 312. 1956 plan of Section I (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.10.3 1960s planting plan 

In 1962, Section I was planted with the following trees and shrubs: two 
Bitternut Hickory (Carya cordiformis), one Common Hackberry (Celtis 
Occidentalis), one Whiteflowering Dogwood (Cornus Florida), one Ameri-
can Holly (Ilex opaca), one Northern Red Oak (Quercus borealis), and one 
Common Sassafras (Sassafras albidum) (Figure 313).  
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Figure 313. 1962 planting plan for Section I (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.10.4 1984 

The 1984 map shows that Section I has been expanded to the west and that 
the section has lost its geometric shape (Figure 314). Eisenhower Boule-
vard was not in place to the north of Section I and the original perimeter 
road still separated it from Section R to the south. 

Figure 314. A portion of the 1984 map depicting area in Section I (NCA Archives). 
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5.3.10.5 2000s 

In 2018, the Section I layout had remained the same (Figure 315, Figure 
316, and Figure 317). Section I has one Juniper (Juniperus virginiana), 
one Willow Oak (Quercus phellos), and one Common Hackbery (Celtis oc-
cidentalis). 

Figure 315. Plan of Section I in 2009 (Veterans Administration). 

 

Figure 316. Looking southeast over Section I in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 317. Looking north over Section I with the 
newer area on the left in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

5.3.11 Section J 

Section J is located in the northwest portion of the cemetery, and is ac-
cessed by Eisenhower Boulevard (Figure 318). Eisenhower Boulevard is to 
the north, Section M is to the east across MacArthur Drive, Section O is to 
the south, and Section I to the west. Section J dates from the founding of 
the cemetery although it was originally called Section K. It has 1,261 inter-
ments with the ones in the original portion from 1864 through 1866 and 
the ones in the additional areas from the 1960s through the 1990s with 
some from the 2000s. The shape of the section is irregular with rows of 
headstones in the center. The section does not have its original obelisk sec-
tion marker. There are no paths through the headstones. 
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Figure 318. Location of Section J is shown in the 
center of area outlined in red (ERDC-CERL). 

 

5.3.11.1 Historical development 

An 1866 map from Harper’s New Monthly Magazine shows landscaping 
surrounding Section J (then Section K) but not in the middle (Figure 319). 
Section J was surrounded by roads. 
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Figure 319. Cemetery diagram in 1866 depicting landscaping 
in Section J (K on map) outlined in the red box (NCA Archives). 

 

The 1893 plan shows no demarcated grass path on either side of Section J 
(marked as Section I on the map) and that the stone wall was to the north 
and a gravel road separated the section from Section O to the south 
(Figure 320). The section had many deciduous and coniferous trees spread 
throughout the section. At the center of the section is the obelisk section 
marker, and unlike most of the other sections, the center was filled with 
graves. 
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Figure 320. Plan of Section J, drawn in 1893 (NARA College Park). 

 

5.3.11.2 1948 plan 

Large-scale plans for improving and the cemetery were approved in 1948. 
This plan greatly affected Section J. The perimeter stone wall was removed 
and a new paved road was added in that location to the north of Section J. 
The grass divider between Section J and Section I was filled with burial ar-
eas, and the old perimeter drive that separated the section from Section O 
was slated for removal. The 1956 map also shows the locations for three 
trees or shrubs, but the 1956 plans does not have a planting list (Figure 
321). The obelisk section marker was removed. 
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Figure 321. 1956 plan of Section J (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.11.3 1960s planting plan 

In 1962, Section J was planted with the following trees and shrubs: two 
Sugar Maple (Acer saccharum), one Common Hackberry (Celtis Occiden-
talis), two White Flowering Dogwood (Cornus Florida), three Hawthorn 
(Crataegus Sp.), one White Ash (Fraxinus Americana), two Southern 
Magnolia (Magnolia grandiflora), one Lemoine Crabapple (Malus pur-
purea lemoinei) and two Northern Red Oak (Quercus borealis) (Figure 
322).  

Figure 322. 1962 planting plan for Section J (NCA Archives). 
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5.3.11.1 1984 

The 1984 map shows Section J. Eisenhower Boulevard was not in place to 
the north of Section I and the original perimeter road still separated it 
from Section O to the south (Figure 323). The original drive (MacArthur 
Drive) that separated it from Section M is extant. 

Figure 323. A portion of the 1984 map depicting area in Section J (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.11.2 2000s 

In 2018, the Section J layout had remained the same (Figure 324 through 
Figure 327). Section J has one Red Maple (Acer rubrum) and one Tulip 
Poplar (Liriodendron tulipifera) with four Lindens (Tilia sp.) between it 
and Section O. 
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Figure 324. Plan of Section J in 2009 (Veterans Administration). 

 

Figure 325. Looking south over Section J in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 326. Looking west at the grass path between Section O 
on the left and Section J on the right in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 327. Looking north at the western portion of Section J in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.12 Section K 

Section K is located in the east portion of the cemetery, and is accessed by 
Eisenhower Boulevard through Section QQ (Figure 328). Sections L and Q 
are to the north, Section QQ is to the east, Section H is to the south, and 
Section Y to the west. Section K likely dates from the founding of the cem-
etery but was not marked on the 1866 map. It has 674 interments from 
1863 through 1865. The shape of the section is an irregular square with a 
half-circle of interments in the middle. The section has an obelisk section 
marker. There are four paths through the headstones.  

Figure 328. Location of Section K is shown in 
the center of area outlined in red (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.12.1 Historical development 

An 1866 map from Harper’s New Monthly Magazine shows present-day 
Sections K, L, Y, and part of Z as one large section with no section letter 
(Figure 329). Section K is located in the southeast portion of this large sec-
tion. The landscaping in this “large” section is around the edges and in the 
center. The “large” section was surrounded by roads. 

Figure 329. Cemetery diagram in 1866 depicting landscaping 
in Section A outlined in the red box (NCA Archives). 

 

The 1893 plan shows no demarcated grass path surrounding the section, 
but a gravel road to the east (Figure 330). The section had many deciduous 
and coniferous trees spread throughout the section. At the center of the 
section was the obelisk section marker. 
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Figure 330. Plan of Section K, drawn in 1893 (NARA College Park). 

 

5.3.12.2 1948 plan 

Large-scale plans for improving and the cemetery were approved in 1948. 
This plan did not significantly affect Section K except to remove the perim-
eter road to its east. The 1956 map also shows the locations for three trees 
or shrubs, but the 1956 plans does not have a planting list (Figure 331). 
Eight graves were added in the middle to create a circle. The obelisk sec-
tion marker is in the same location. 
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Figure 331. 1956 plan of Section K (NCA Archives). 
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5.3.12.3 1960s planting plan 

In 1962, Section K was planted with the following trees and shrubs: one 
Truetree Box (Buxus sempervirens ‘Arborescens”), one Bitternut Hickory 
(Carya cordiformis), one Common Hackberry (Celtis Occidentalis), and 
three Northern Red Oak (Quercus borealis) (Figure 332).  

Figure 332. 1962 planting plan for Section K (NCA Archives). 
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5.3.12.4 2000s 

In 2018, the Section K layout had remained the same (Figure 333 through 
Figure 336). Section K has one Northern Red Oak (Quercus rubra). 

Figure 333. Plan of Section K in 2009 (Veterans Administration). 

 



ERDC/CERL TR-19-6  312 

 

Figure 334. Looking north over Section K in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 335. Looking south over Section K in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 336. Looking west at the grass path between Section K 
on the left and Section L on the right in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.13 Section L 

Section L is located in the east portion of the cemetery, and is accessed by 
Eisenhower Boulevard through Sections Q and QQ (Figure 337). Section G 
is to the north, Section Q is to the east, Section K is to the south, and Sec-
tion Z to the west. Section L likely dates from the founding of the cemetery 
but was not marked on the 1866 map. It has 801 interments from 1863 
through 1865 with a few outliers. The shape of the section is a kidney with 
a circle of interments in the middle. The section has an obelisk section 
marker. There are three paths through the headstones. 

Figure 337. Location of Section L is shown in 
the center of area outlined in red (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.13.1 Historical development 

An 1866 map from Harper’s New Monthly Magazine shows present-day 
Sections K, L, Y, and part of Z as one large section with no section letters 
(Figure 338). Section L is located in the northeast portion of this large sec-
tion. The landscaping in this “large” section is around the edges and in the 
center. The “large” section was surrounded by roads. 

Figure 338. Cemetery diagram in 1866 depicting landscaping 
in Section L outlined in the red box (NCA Archives). 

 

The 1893 plan shows no demarcated grass path surrounding the section, 
but a gravel road to the east (Figure 339). The section had many deciduous 
and coniferous trees spread throughout the section. At the center of the 
section was the obelisk section marker surrounded by graves. 
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Figure 339. Plan of Section L, drawn in 1893 (NARA College Park). 

 

5.3.13.2 1948 plan 

Large-scale plans for improving and the cemetery were approved in 1948. 
This plan did not significantly affect Section L except to remove the perim-
eter road to its east. The 1956 map also shows the locations for three trees 
or shrubs, but the 1956 plans does not have a planting list (Figure 340). 
Four of the graves that made up the circle in the center were relocated to 
the south. The obelisk section marker is in the same location. 
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Figure 340. 1956 plan of Section L (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.13.3 1960s planting plan 

In 1962, Section L was planted with the following trees and shrubs: one 
Common Hackberry (Celtis Occidentalis), one Eastern Redbud (Cercis 
canadensis), and 5 Northern Red Oak (Quercus borealis) (Figure 341).  
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Figure 341. 1962 planting plan for Section L (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.13.4 2000s 

In 2018, the Section L layout has remained the same (Figure 342 and Fig-
ure 343). Section L has one Northern Red Oak (Quercus rubra). 
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Figure 342. Plan of Section L in 2009 (Veterans Administration). 
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Figure 343. Looking south at the obelisk section 
marker in Section L in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.15 Section M 

Section M is located in the northern portion of the cemetery, and is ac-
cessed by Eisenhower Boulevard on the north and MacArthur Drive on 
west (Figure 344). Eisenhower Boulevard is to the north with the Admin-
istration Building and Restroom Building, Section G is to the east, Section 
V is to the south, and Sections J and O to the west across MacArthur Drive. 
Section M dates from the founding of the cemetery although it was origi-
nally called Section I. It has 1,638 interments, all unknown. The shape of 
the section is a circle. The section has its original obelisk section marker. 
There are four paths through the headstones. 

Figure 344. Location of Section M is shown in 
the center of area outlined in red (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.15.1 Historical development 

An 1866 map from Harper’s New Monthly Magazine shows landscaping 
surrounding Section M (then Section I) but not in the middle (Figure 345). 
Section M was surrounded by roads. 

Figure 345. Cemetery diagram in 1866 depicting landscaping 
in Section M (I on map) outlined in the red box (NCA Archives). 

 

The 1893 plan shows no demarcated grass path surrounding the section, 
but a gravel road to the west (Figure 346). The section had many decidu-
ous and coniferous trees spread throughout the section, and a cluster of 
trees to the north between the section and the gravel road on the north 
(Figure 347 and Figure 348). At the center of the section was the obelisk 
section marker. 
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Figure 346. Plan of Section M, drawn in 1893 (NARA College Park). 
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Figure 347. Section M, c.1900 (Library of Congress). 

 

Figure 348. Section M, c.1900 (University of Tennessee at Chattanooga Library). 
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5.3.15.2 1948 plan 

Large-scale plans for improving and the cemetery were approved in 1948. 
This plan did not affect Section M. The 1956 map also shows the locations 
for three trees or shrubs, but the 1956 plans does not have a planting list 
(Figure 349). The obelisk section marker is in the same location. The road 
to the north and west is now paved. A new Administration Building was 
constructed across the road to the north in 1936. 

Figure 349. 1956 plan of Section M (NCA Archives). 
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5.3.15.3 1960s planting plan 

In 1962, Section M was planted with the following trees and shrubs: one 
Bitternut Hickory (Carya cordiformis), two Common Hackberry (Celtis 
Occidentalis), three Hawthorn (Crataegus Sp.), one White Ash (Fraxinus 
Americana), one Black Walnut (Juglans nigra), four Black Cherry 
(Prunus serotina), one Northern Red Oak (Quercus borealis), and one 
Willow Oak (Quercus phellos) (Figure 350).  

Figure 350. 1962 planting plan for Section M (NCA Archives). 
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5.3.15.4 2000s 

In 2018, the Section M layout had remained the same (Figure 351 through 
Figure 358). Section M has six Willow Oaks (Quercus phellos), two Com-
mon Hackberries (Celtis occidentalis), one Washington Hawthorn (Cra-
taegus phaenopyrum), and one Red Maple (Acer rubrum). 

Figure 351. Plan of Section M in 2009 (Veterans Administration). 
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Figure 352. Looking north into the center of Section M in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 353. Looking southwest through Section M with Lookout Mountain in the 
background in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 354. Looking north at the east side of Section M in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 355. Looking southwest at the center of Section M in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 356. Looking south at Section M on the left and Section J 
on the right with MacArthur Drive in between and Eisenhower 

Boulevard in the foreground in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 357. Looking south at the Gettysburg Address 
Monument north of Section M in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 358. Looking south at the one of the history information 
plaques north of Section M in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.17 Section N 

Section N is located in the northern portion of the cemetery, and is ac-
cessed by MacArthur Drive on the east (Figure 359). Section O is to the 
north, Sections T and P are to the east across MacArthur Drive, Section F 
is to the southwest, and Section R to the west. Section N dates from the 
founding of the cemetery although it was originally called Section L. It has 
580 interments, all unknown. The shape of the section is a circle. The sec-
tion has its original obelisk section marker. There are two paths through 
the headstones. 

Figure 359. Location of Section N is shown in the 
center of area outlined in red (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.17.1 Historical development 

An 1866 map from Harper’s New Monthly Magazine shows landscaping 
surrounding Section N (then Section L) but not in the middle (Figure 
360). Section N was surrounded by roads. 

Figure 360. Cemetery diagram in 1866 depicting landscaping in Section N (marked 
as L) outlined in the red box (NCA Archives). 

 

The 1893 plan shows no demarcated grass path surrounding the section, 
but a gravel road to the east and south (Figure 361). The section had many 
deciduous and coniferous trees spread throughout the section. At the cen-
ter of the section was the obelisk section marker surrounded by graves. 
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Figure 361. Plan of Section N, drawn in 1893 (NARA College Park). 

 

5.3.17.2 1948 plan 

Large-scale plans for improving and the cemetery were approved in 1948. 
This plan did not affect Section N. The 1956 map also shows the locations 
for three trees or shrubs, but the 1956 plans does not have a planting list 
(Figure 362). The obelisk section marker is in the same location. The road 
to the east and south is now paved.  
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Figure 362. 1956 plan of Section N (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.17.3 1960s planting plan 

In 1962, Section N was planted with the following trees and shrubs: one 
Common Hackberry (Celtis Occidentalis), and one Southern Red Oak 
(Quercus falcata) (Figure 363).  
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Figure 363. 1962 planting plan for Section N (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.17.4 2000s 

In 2018, the Section N layout had remained the same (Figure 364 and Fig-
ure 365). Section N trees are one Southern Red Oak (Quercus falcata) and 
one Post Oak (Quercus stellata). 
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Figure 364. Plan of Section N in 2009 (Veterans Administration). 
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Figure 365. Looking north at Section N from the 
Memorial Circle of Honor in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.19 Section O 

Section O is located in the northwest portion of the cemetery, and is ac-
cessed by MacArthur Drive (Figure 366). Section J is to the north, Section 
M is to the east across MacArthur Drive, Section N is to the south, and 
Section R to the west. Section O likely dates from the founding of the cem-
etery but was not marked on the 1866 map. It has 867 interments, all un-
known. The shape of the section is an irregular circle. The section has its 
original obelisk section marker. There are three paths through the head-
stones. 

Figure 366. Location of Section O is shown in the 
center of area outlined in red (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.19.1 Historical development 

An 1866 map from Harper’s New Monthly Magazine shows present-day 
Section O with no section letter (Figure 367). The landscaping was 
throughout the section, and it was surrounded by roads. 

Figure 367. Cemetery diagram in 1866 depicting landscaping 
in Section O outlined in the red box (NCA Archives). 

 

The 1893 plan shows no demarcated grass path surrounding the section, 
but a gravel road to the east and to the north (Figure 368). The section had 
many deciduous and coniferous trees spread throughout the section. At 
the center of the section was the obelisk section marker. 
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Figure 368. Plan of Section O, drawn in 1893 (NARA College Park). 

 

5.3.19.2 1948 plan 

Large-scale plans for improving and the cemetery were approved in 1948. 
This plan affected Section O due to the scheduled removal of the old pe-
rimeter road that separated it from Section J. The 1956 map also shows 
the locations for three trees or shrubs, but the 1956 plans does not have a 
planting list (Figure 369). The obelisk section marker is in the same loca-
tion. The road to the east is now paved. 
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Figure 369. 1956 plan of Section O (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.19.3 1960s planting plan 

In 1962, Section O was planted with the following trees and shrubs: one 
Truetree Box (Buxus sempervirens ‘Arborescens’), one Pignut Hickory 
(Carya glabra), one Common Hackberry (Celtis Occidentalis), and one 
Hawthorn (Crataegus Sp.) (Figure 370).  

Figure 370. 1962 planting plan for Section O (NCA Archives). 
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5.3.19.4 2000s 

In 2018, the Section O layout had remained the same (Figure 371 and Fig-
ure 372). 

Figure 371. Plan of Section O in 2009 (Veterans Administration). 

 

Figure 372. Looking west at the grass path between Section O 
on the left and Section J on the right in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.20 Section P and Memorial Areas A and B 

Section P and Memorial Areas A and B are located north of the apex of the 
hill and are accessible by the circle drive and MacArthur Drive (Figure 
373). Sections N and T are to the north, an open area is to the east, the Me-
morial Circle of Honor is to the south across the circle drive, and Section F 
is to the west across MacArthur Drive. Section P and Memorial Areas A 
and B have 1,011 interments primarily unknown with a few from 1863, 
1864, and 1865, and with outliers. The shape of the section is an irregular 
U that has been filled in the center with additional interments, and it has 
an obelisk section marker. There are three paths through the original 
headstones with additional paths that separate the newer burials in the 
middle from Memorial Area A and the west side from Memorial Area B. 

Figure 373. Location of Section P and Memorial Areas A and 
B is shown in the center of area outlined in red (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.20.1 Historical development 

An 1866 map from Harper’s New Monthly Magazine shows present-day 
Section P with no section letter (Figure 374). The section was a bit larger 
than present-day since it included an open area to the east. The landscap-
ing was throughout the section, and it was surrounded by roads. 

Figure 374. Cemetery diagram in 1866 depicting landscaping in Section P and 
Memorial Areas A and B outlined in the red box (NCA Archives). 

 

The 1893 plan shows no demarcated grass path surrounding the section, 
but a gravel road to the west and to the south (Figure 375). The section 
had many deciduous and coniferous trees spread throughout the section. 
At the center of the section was the obelisk section marker and seven 
graves. 
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Figure 375. Plan of Section P, drawn in 1893 (NARA College Park). 

 

5.3.20.2 1948 plan 

Large-scale plans for improving and the cemetery were approved in 1948. 
This plan did affected Section P by with the addition of more gravesites be-
tween the circle drive and the rest of the section in the center. In addition, 
a new Memorial Section was added to the west of this new middle area. 
The 1956 map also shows the locations for three trees or shrubs, but the 
1956 plans does not have a planting list (Figure 376). The map shows a 
large rocky area to the east with a sink area which was not shown on the 
1893 map. The obelisk section marker has been relocated. The circle drive 
and the road to the west are now paved. 
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Figure 376. 1956 plan of Section P and a new Memorial Section (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.20.3 1960s planting plan 

In 1962, Section P and the Memorial Area was planted with the following 
trees and shrubs: three Bitternut Hickory (Carya cordiformis), 5 Pignut 
Hickory (Carya glabra), one Common Hackberry (Celtis Occidentalis), 
one White Oak (Quercus alba), one Southern Red Oak (Quercus falcata), 
one Common Sassafras (Sassafras albidum), and one Canadian Hemlock 
(Tsuga canadensis) (Figure 377).  
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Figure 377. 1962 planting plan for Section P and the Memorial Area (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.20.4 2000s 

In 2018, the Section P and the Memorial Areas layout had changed with 
the addition of a second memorial area to the west of the overall section 
and space for another nearer the intersection of MacArthur Drive and the 
circle drive (Figure 378 through Figure 384). There are three Red Buds 
(Cercis canadensis) on the western side of Section P. 
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Figure 378. Plan of Section P and the Memorial 
Areas in 2009 (Veterans Administration). 

 

Figure 379. Looking south at Section P in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 380. Looking north at the center of Section P in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 381. Looking northeast over the east side of Section P toward 
the rocky outcrops between Section P and Section Z in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 382. Looking north at Memorial Area A within Section P in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 383. Detail of information plaque in Memorial 
Area A within Section P in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 384. Looking west at the Memorial Area B west of 
Section P with three Redbud trees in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.22 Section Q 

Section Q is located in the east portion of the cemetery, and is accessed by 
walking from Eisenhower Boulevard through Section QQ (Figure 385). An 
open area is to the north, Section QQ is to the east, Section K is to the 
south, and Section L to the west. Section Q likely dates from the founding 
of the cemetery but was not marked on the 1866 map. It has 397 inter-
ments mostly unknown and the rest from the latter part of the 1800s and 
the early part of the 1900s. The shape of the section is an eye. The section 
still has an obelisk section marker. There are no paths through the head-
stones. 

Figure 385. Location of Section Q is shown in 
the center of area outlined in red (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.22.1 Historical development 

An 1866 map from Harper’s New Monthly Magazine shows present-day 
Section Q with no section letter (Figure 386). The landscaping was 
throughout the section, and it had a road on the west and the stone wall on 
the east. 

Figure 386. Cemetery diagram in 1866 depicting landscaping 
in Section Q outlined in the red box (NCA Archives). 

 

The 1893 plan shows no demarcated grass path surrounding the section, 
but a gravel road to the west (Figure 387). The perimeter stone wall was to 
the east. The section had many deciduous and coniferous trees spread 
throughout the section. At the eastern part of the center of the section was 
the obelisk section marker. 
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Figure 387. Plan of Section Q, drawn in 1893 (NARA College Park). 

 

5.3.22.2 1948 plan 

Large-scale plans for improving and the cemetery were approved in 1948. 
This plan greatly affected Section Q and its surroundings. The perimeter 
road and wall that once separated Section Q from Section L was removed. 
A new road was placed to the east of Section Q. The 1956 map also shows 
the locations for three trees or shrubs, but the 1956 plans does not have a 
planting list (Figure 388). The obelisk section marker was replaced. 
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Figure 388. 1956 plan of Section Q (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.22.3 1960s planting plan 

In 1962, Section Q was planted with the following trees and shrubs: two 
Northern Red Oak (Quercus borealis) (Figure 389).  
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Figure 389. 1962 planting plan for Section Q (NCA Archives). 
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5.3.22.4 2000s 

In 2018, the Section Q layout had remained the same (Figure 390 through 
Figure 394). 

Figure 390. Plan of Section Q in 2009 (Veterans Administration). 
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Figure 391. Looking northwest over Section Q in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 392. Looking east at Section Q in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 393. Looking north at tree with Section Q in foreground in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 394. Looking north at the grass path between Section L on the left and 
Section Q on the right with Section G in the background in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.23 Section R 

Section R is located in the northwest portion of the cemetery, and can only 
accessed by walking through other sections (Figure 395). Section I is to the 
north, Sections N and O are to the east, Section F is to the south, and an 
open rocky area is to the west. Section R likely dates from the founding of 
the cemetery but was not marked on the 1866 map. It has 640 interments, 
almost all unknown. The shape of the section is an irregular square. The 
section has an obelisk section marker. There are three paths through the 
headstones. 

Figure 395. Location of Section R is shown in the center of area outlined in red 
(ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.23.1 Historical development 

An 1866 map from Harper’s New Monthly Magazine shows present-day 
Sections R, X, W, and the Post Section as one large section with no section 
letter (Figure 396). Section R is located in the eastern portion of this large 
section. The landscaping in this “large” section is throughout. The “large” 
section was surrounded by roads. 

Figure 396. Cemetery diagram in 1866 depicting landscaping in Section R outlined in 
the red box (NCA Archives). 

 

The 1893 plan shows no demarcated grass path surrounding the section, 
but a gravel road to the north (Figure 397). The section had many decidu-
ous and coniferous trees spread throughout the section. The center of the 
section was filled with graves, and at the southwestern portion of the cen-
ter was the obelisk section marker. 
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Figure 397. Plan of Section R, drawn in 1893 (NARA College Park). 

 

5.3.23.2 1948 plan 

Large-scale plans for improving and the cemetery were approved in 1948. 
This plan affected Section R due to the scheduled removal of the old pe-
rimeter road that separated it from Section I. The 1956 map also shows the 
locations for three trees or shrubs, but the 1956 plans does not have a 



ERDC/CERL TR-19-6  364 

 

planting list (Figure 398). The obelisk section marker is in the same loca-
tion. The road to the east is now paved. 

Figure 398. 1956 plan of Section R (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.23.3 1960s planting plan 

In 1962, Section R was planted with the following trees and shrubs: two 
Butternut Hickory (Carya cordiformis), two Common Hackberry (Celtis 
Occidentalis), three Hawthorn (Crataegus Sp.), four White Ash (Fraxinus 
Americana), one Black Cherry (Prunus serotina), one Northern Red Oak 
(Quercus borealis), one Chestnut Oak (Quercus Montana), and one Com-
mon Sassafras (Sassafras albidum) (Figure 399).  
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Figure 399. 1962 planting plan for Section R (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.23.4 2000s 

In 2018, the Section R layout had remained the same (Figure 400 through 
Figure 403). Section R has one Butternut Hickory (Carya cordiformis) 
and one Hawthorn (Crataegus sp.). 

Figure 400. Plan of Section R in 2009 (Veterans Administration). 
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Figure 401. Looking east at Section R in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 402. Looking west at the grass path between Section R 
on the right and Section X on the left in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 403. Looking southeast with Section R on the far left 
and rock outcropping on the right in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.25 Section S 

Section S is located in the southern portion of the cemetery and is only ac-
cessible by walking through other sections (Figure 404). Section E is to the 
north, Section U to the east, Sections TT and UU are to the south, and Sec-
tion D to the west. Section S as an area dates from the founding of the 
cemetery, but burials did not begin in the section until the last years of the 
1890s. It has 984 interments primarily from the 1890s through the 1920s. 
The shape of the section is an irregular triangle and is noted for having a 
large number of privately funded headstones. The section does not have an 
obelisk section marker. There are no paths through the headstones. 

Figure 404. Location of Section S is shown in the center of area outlined in red 
(ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.25.1 Historical development 

Section S is not marked on the 1866 map from Harper’s New Monthly 
Magazine, but the area shows landscaping throughout the future section 
(Figure 405). The area was surrounded by roads. 

Figure 405. Cemetery diagram in 1866 depicting landscaping 
in Section S outlined in the red box (NCA Archives). 

 

The 1893 plan shows no demarcated grass path surrounding the section, 
but a gravel road to the south (Figure 406). The section had many decidu-
ous and coniferous trees spread throughout the section. The plan shows 
that the section had many monuments but no obelisk section marker. 
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Figure 406. Plan of Section S, drawn in 1893 (NARA College Park). 

 

5.3.25.2 1948 plan 

Large-scale plans for improving and the cemetery were approved in 1948. 
This plan did not affect Section S. The 1956 map also shows the locations 
for three trees or shrubs, but the 1956 plans does not have a planting list 
(Figure 407). More plots have been added to the west and south sides of 
Section S, more rows to the east side of the section, and plots have been 
added to the center of the section. The perimeter road is shown to the 
south, and is now paved. 
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Figure 407. 1956 plan of Section S (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.25.3 1960s planting plan 

In 1962, Section S was planted with the following trees and shrubs: 5 
Glossy Abelia (Abelia grandiflora), one Common Hackberry (Celtis Occi-
dentalis), four Eastern Redbud (Cercis canadensis), one White Ash (Frax-
inus Americana), one Kentucky Coffeetree (Gymnocladus dioica), one 
American Holly (Ilex opaca), one Cucumber Tree magnolia (Magnolia 
acuminata), 5 Southern Magnolia (Magnolia grandiflora), three Japanese 
Flowering Crabapple (Malus floribunda), 5 Glossy Privet (Ligustrum lu-
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cidum), one White Pine (Pinus strobus), three Northern Red Oak (Quer-
cus borealis), and four Canadian Hemlock (Tsuga canadensis) (Figure 
408).  

Figure 408. 1962 planting plan for Section S (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.25.4 2000s 

In 2018, the Section S layout had remained the same (Figure 409 through 
Figure 414). Trees in Section S are 5 Southern Magnolia (Magnolia gran-
diflora), one White Oak (Quercus alba), and two Ginkgo (Ginkgo biloba).  
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Figure 409. Plan of Section S in 2009 (Veterans Administration). 
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Figure 410. Looking west at Section S in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 411. Looking north at Section S in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 412. Looing northwest at recently planted tree between Section S on the left 
and Section U on the right in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 413. Looking east between Section S on the left and Section UU 
on the right with trees located in the former right-of-way of the 

old perimeter road and stone wall in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 414. Headstones and tree in Section S in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

  



ERDC/CERL TR-19-6  377 

 

5.3.27 Section T 

Section T is located in the northern portion of the cemetery and is accessi-
ble from MacArthur Drive (Figure 415). Section V is to the north, an open 
area to the east, Section P is to the south, and Section N to the west across 
MacArthur Drive. Section T was not marked on the 1866 map, but was 
part of a large area east of Section N and south of Section M. It has 301 in-
terments primarily from 1900 through the 1970s. The shape of the section 
is an irregular square. The section does not have an obelisk section 
marker. There are no paths through the headstones. 

Figure 415. Location of Section T is shown in the 
center of area outlined in red (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.27.1 Historical development 

An 1866 map from Harper’s New Monthly Magazine shows present-day 
Sections T and V plus part of an open area as one large section with no sec-
tion letter (Figure 416). Section T is located in the southwest portion of 
this large section. The landscaping in this “large” section is throughout. 
The “large” section was surrounded by roads. 

Figure 416. Cemetery diagram in 1866 depicting landscaping 
in Section T outlined in the red box (NCA Archives). 

 

The 1893 plan shows no demarcated grass path surrounding the section, 
but a gravel road to the west (Figure 417). No graves were yet shown in the 
section but it was marked for “Spanish War.” The section had many decid-
uous and coniferous trees spread throughout the section. An obelisk sec-
tion marker is not shown on the map. 
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Figure 417. Plan of Section T, drawn in 1893 (NARA College Park). 

 

5.3.27.2 1948 plan 

Large-scale plans for improving and the cemetery were approved in 1948. 
This section was plotted circa 1900 and by 1956 was full. This plan did not 
affect Section T. The 1956 map also shows the locations for three trees or 
shrubs, but the 1956 plan does not have a planting list (Figure 418). The 
road to the west is now paved. 
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Figure 418. 1956 plan of Section T (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.27.3 1960s planting plan 

In 1962, Section T was planted with the following trees and shrubs: one 
Bitternut Hickory (Carya cordiformis), and two Northern Red Oak (Quer-
cus borealis) (Figure 419).  
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Figure 419. 1962 planting plan for Section T (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.27.4 2000s 

In 2018, the Section T layout had remained the same (Figure 420 and Fig-
ure 421). Section T has three Northern Red Oaks (Quercus rubra) 



ERDC/CERL TR-19-6  382 

 

Figure 420. Plan of Section T in 2009 (Veterans Administration). 
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Figure 421. Looking west in Section T at a Northern Red Oak in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.29 Section U 

Section U is located in the southeastern portion of the cemetery and is only 
accessible by Eisenhower Boulevard (Figure 422). An open area and Sec-
tion H are to the north, Section JJ to the east across Eisenhower Boule-
vard, Sections TT and S are to the south, and Section E to the west. Section 
U as an area dates from the founding of the cemetery, but burials did not 
begin in the section until the last years of the 1890s. It has 603 interments 
that are spread from the 1890s through the 2000s. The shape of the sec-
tion is an irregular U and is noted for having a large number of privately 
funded headstones and flooding. The section does not have an obelisk sec-
tion marker. There are no paths through the headstones. 

Figure 422. Location of Section U is shown in the 
center of area outlined in red (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.29.1 Historical development 

Section U is not marked on the 1866 map from Harper’s New Monthly 
Magazine, but the area shows landscaping throughout the future section 
and a pond (Figure 423). The area was surrounded by roads. 

Figure 423. Cemetery diagram in 1866 depicting landscaping 
in Section U outlined in the red box (NCA Archives). 

 

The 1893 plan shows no demarcated grass path surrounding the section, 
but a gravel road to the east (Figure 424). The section had little landscap-
ing. The plan is drawn differently from the rest of the map and might have 
been added to the original 1893 map at a later date. No obelisk section 
marker is shown. 
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Figure 424. Plan of Section U, drawn in 1893 (NARA College Park). 

 

5.3.29.2 1948 plan 

Large-scale plans for improving and the cemetery were approved in 1948. 
This plan did not affect Section U. The 1956 map also shows the locations 
for three trees or shrubs, but the 1956 plan does not have a planting list 
(Figure 425). Both sides of the U have been added onto since 1893. 
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Figure 425. 1956 plan of Section U (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.29.3 1960s planting plan 

In 1962, Section U was planted with the following trees and shrubs: one 
Red Maple (Acer rubrum), two Bitternut Hickory (Carya cordiformis), 
one Common Hackberry (Celtis Occidentalis), one Common Crape Myrtle 
(Lagerstroemia indica), one Star Magnolia (Magnolia stellata), one White 
Pine (Pinus strobus), one Black Cherry (Prunus serotina), and one Post 
Oak (Quercus stellata) (Figure 426 and Figure 427).  
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Figure 426. 1962 planting plan for Section U (NCA Archives). 
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Figure 427. Flooding in the middle of Section U in 1974 (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.29.4 2000s 

In 2018, the Section U layout had remained the same although the spo-
radic flooding issue was fixed by installing a new drain and water control 
in the middle of the U (Figure 428 through Figure 431). The trees in Sec-
tion U are one Willow Oak (Quercus phellos), two Black Cherries (Prunus 
serotina), and two Red Maples (Acer rubrum). 
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Figure 428. Plan of Section U in 2009 (Veterans Administration). 
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Figure 429. Looking northeast over the center of Section U in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 430. Looking west at the “bottom” of the U and the 
private monuments in Section U in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 431. Looking northeast over the area that typically 
floods in the center of Section U in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.31 Section V 

Section V is located in the northern portion of the cemetery and is accessi-
ble from MacArthur Drive (Figure 432). Section M is to the north, Section 
Z to the east, Section T is to the south, and Sections N and O are to the 
west across MacArthur Drive. Section V was not marked on the 1866 map, 
but was part of a large area east of Section N and south of Section M. It has 
465 interments primarily in the 1930s, 1940s, and 1950s, but a few also 
spread throughout the subsequent decades. The shape of the section is an 
irregular rectangle. The section does not have an obelisk section marker. 
There are no paths through the headstones. 

Figure 432. Location of Section V is shown in 
the center of area outlined in red (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.31.1 Historical development 

An 1866 map from Harper’s New Monthly Magazine shows present-day 
Sections T and V plus part of an open area as one large section with no sec-
tion letter (Figure 433). Section V is located in the northwest portion of 
this large section. The landscaping in this “large” section is throughout. 
The “large” section was surrounded by roads. 

Figure 433. Cemetery diagram in 1866 depicting landscaping 
in Section V outlined in the red box (NCA Archives). 

 

The 1893 plan shows no demarcated grass path surrounding the section, 
but a gravel road to the west (Figure 434). No graves were yet shown in the 
section. The section had a few deciduous and coniferous trees spread 
throughout the section. An obelisk section marker is not shown on the 
map. 
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Figure 434. Plan of Section V, drawn in 1893 (NARA College Park). 

 

5.3.31.2 1948 plan 

Large-scale plans for improving and the cemetery were approved in 1948. 
This section was plotted circa 1900 and by 1956 was full. This plan did not 
affect Section V. The 1956 map also shows the locations for three trees or 
shrubs, but the 1956 plan does not have a planting list (Figure 435). The 
road to the west is now paved. 

Figure 435. 1956 plan of Section V (NCA Archives). 
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5.3.31.3 1960s planting plan 

In 1962, Section V was planted with the following trees and shrubs: six 
Fuzzy Deutzia (Deutzia scabra), and seven Northern Red Oak (Quercus 
borealis) (Figure 436).  

Figure 436. 1962 planting plan for Section V (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.31.4 2000s 

In 2018, the Section V layout had remained the same (Figure 437, Figure 
438, and Figure 439). Section V has two Northern Red Oaks (Quercus ru-
bra). 
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Figure 437. Plan of Section V in 2009 (Veterans Administration). 
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Figure 438. Looking south from Section B into Section V in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 439. Looking north in Section V at a Northern Red Oak in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.33 Section W 

Section W is located in the western portion of the cemetery, and can be ac-
cessed from Eisenhower Boulevard (Figure 440). Section X is to the north, 
the Post Section and Section C are to the east, an open rocky area is to the 
south, and Sections EEE and FFF are to the west across Eisenhower 
Boulevard. It has 1,593 interments, from the late 1940s through the 200os. 
The shape of the section is an irregular rectangle with the headstones in 
typical National Cemetery rows. The section does not have an obelisk sec-
tion marker. There are no paths through the headstones. 

Figure 440. Location of Section W is shown in 
the center of area outlined in red (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.33.1 Historical development 

An 1866 map from Harper’s New Monthly Magazine shows present-day 
Sections R, X, W, and the Post Section as one large section with no section 
letter (Figure 441). Section W is located in the southern portion of this 
large section. There is landscaping in this “large” section throughout. The 
“large” section was surrounded by roads. 

Figure 441. Cemetery diagram in 1866 depicting landscaping 
in Section W outlined in the red box (NCA Archives). 

 

The 1893 map for the future location of Section W shows a fairly steep 
grade up from the perimeter gravel road (Figure 442). The area was spread 
with deciduous and coniferous trees, and was bounded by the rocky areas 
on the north and south. 
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Figure 442. Plan of the area that will become 
Section W, drawn in 1893 (NARA College Park). 

 

5.3.33.2 1948 plan 

Large-scale plans for improving and the cemetery were approved in 1948. 
Section W was laid out during this period. There are no trees or shrubs 
shown on the 1956 map for Section X (Figure 443). Section markers were 
short, square stones with a slanted top with the section letter on them. The 
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road to the west is paved. A portion of Section W is placed to the east of 
the rocky outcroppings. 

Figure 443. 1956 plan of Section W (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.33.3 1960s planting plan 

In 1962, Section W was planted with the following trees and shrubs: one 
Common Hawthorn (Celtis Occidentalis), one White Oak (Quercus alba), 
and one Northern Red Oak (Quercus borealis) (Figure 444).  
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Figure 444. 1962 planting plan for Section W (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.33.4 2000s 

In 2018, the Section W layout has remained the same, and there are no 
trees within the section although several significant trees are on its bor-
ders (Figure 445 through Figure 449). 
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Figure 445. Plan of Section W in 2009 (Veterans Administration). 
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Figure 446. Looking east over Section W in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 447. Looking north at a tree on the 
east side of Section W in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 448. Looking north at tree well showing how the ground 
has been raised in this area with Eisenhower Drive on the 

left and Section X on the right in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 449. Rock outcropping between Section X on 
the left and Section W on the right in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.34 Section X 

Section X is located in the western portion of the cemetery, and can be ac-
cessed from Eisenhower Boulevard (Figure 450). Section CM-4 is to the 
north, the Post Section is to the east, Section W is to the south, and Section 
FFF is to the west across Eisenhower Boulevard. It has 762 interments 
mostly in the 1940s, but there are some outliers in the 1920s, 1930s, and 
1950s. The shape of the section is an irregular square with headstones in 
typical National Cemetery rows although there is a slight bend as Section 
X meets Section W. The section does not have an obelisk section marker. 
There are no paths through the headstones. 

Figure 450. Location of Section X is shown in the 
center of area outlined in red (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.34.1 Historical development 

An 1866 map from Harper’s New Monthly Magazine shows present-day 
Sections R, X, W, and the Post Section as one large section with no section 
letter (Figure 451). Section X is located in the middle portion of this large 
section. There is landscaping in this “large” section throughout. The 
“large” section was surrounded by roads. 

Figure 451. Cemetery diagram in 1866 depicting landscaping 
in Section X outlined in the red box (NCA Archives). 

 

The 1893 map for the future location of Section X shows a fairly steep 
grade up from the perimeter gravel road on the western side that then lev-
els off as the area moves toward Section R (Figure 452). The area was 
spread with deciduous and coniferous trees, and was bounded by rocky ar-
eas on the south. 
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Figure 452. Plan of the area that will become 
Section X, drawn in 1893 (NARA College Park). 

 

5.3.34.2 1948 plan 

Large-scale plans for improving and the cemetery were approved in 1948. 
Section X was laid out during this period. There are no trees or shrubs 
shown on the 1956 map for Section X (Figure 453). Section markers were 
short, square stone with a slanted top with the section letter on them. The 
road to the west is paved. There are rocky outcroppings to the east and 
southwest. 
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Figure 453. 1956 plan of Section X (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.34.3 1960s planting plan 

In 1962, Section X was planted with the following trees and shrubs: one 
Common Crape Myrtle (Lagerstroemia indica) (Figure 454).  
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Figure 454. 1962 planting plan for Section X (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.34.4 2000s 

In 2018, the Section X layout had remained the same (Figure 455, Figure 
456, and Figure 457). North of Section X is a Chestnut Oak (Quercus pri-
nus) and two Eastern Red Cedars (Juniperus virginiana). 

Figure 455. Plan of Section X in 2009 (Veterans Administration). 
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Figure 456. Looking east toward Section X in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 457. Looking east at Section X in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.35 Section Y 

Section Y is located in the east portion of the cemetery, and is accessible by 
walking through other sections (Figure 458). Section Z is to the north, Sec-
tion L is to the east, Section H is to the south, and an open area is to the 
west. It has 999 interments from the 1940s through the 2000s. The shape 
of the section is an irregular square with the headstones in typical National 
Cemetery rows. The section does not have an obelisk section marker. 
There are no paths through the headstones. 

Figure 458. Location of Section Y is shown in 
the center of area outlined in red (ERDC-CERL). 

 

5.3.35.1 Historical development 

An 1866 map from Harper’s New Monthly Magazine shows present-day 
Sections K, L, Y, and part of Z as one large section with no section letter 
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(Figure 459). Section Y is located in the southwest portion of this large sec-
tion. The landscaping in this “large” section is around the edges and in the 
center. The “large” section was surrounded by roads. 

Figure 459. Cemetery diagram in 1866 depicting landscaping 
in Section Y outlined in the red box (NCA Archives). 

 

The 1893 map for the future location of Section Y shows a fairly level grade 
up (Figure 460). The area was spread with deciduous and coniferous trees. 
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Figure 460. Plan of the area that will become 
Section Y, drawn in 1893 (NARA College Park). 

 

5.3.35.2 1948 plan 

Large-scale plans for improving and the cemetery were approved in 1948. 
Section Y was laid out during this period. There are no trees or shrubs 
shown on the 1956 map for Section Y (Figure 461). A rocky area is shown 
to the west which was not shown on the 1893 map. Section markers were 
short, square stones with a slanted top with the section letter on them.  
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Figure 461. 1956 plan of Section Y (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.35.3 1960s planting plan 

In 1962, Section Y was planted with the following trees and shrubs: one 
Northern Red Oak (Quercus borealis) (Figure 462).  
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Figure 462. 1962 planting plan for Section Y (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.35.4 2000s 

In 2018, the Section Y layout had remained the same (Figure 463). Section 
Y has 5 Tulip Poplars (Liriodendron tulipifera) to the west of it. 
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Figure 463. Plan of Section Y in 2009 (Veterans Administration). 
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5.3.36 Section Z 

Section Z is located in the east portion of the cemetery, and is accessible by 
walking through other sections (Figure 464). Sections G and M are to the 
north, Section L is to the east, Section Y is to the south, and an open area is 
to the west. It has 986 interments from the 1950s through the 2000s. The 
shape of the section is an irregular square with the headstones in typical 
National Cemetery rows. The section does not have an obelisk section 
marker. There are no paths through the headstones. 

Figure 464. Location of Section Z is shown in 
the center of area outlined in red (ERDC-CERL). 

 

5.3.36.1 Historical development 

An 1866 map from Harper’s New Monthly Magazine shows present-day 
Sections K, L, Y, and part of Z as one large section with no section letter 
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(Figure 465). Section Z is located in the northeast portion of this large sec-
tion. The landscaping in this “large” section is around the edges and in the 
center. The “large” section was surrounded by roads. 

Figure 465. Cemetery diagram in 1866 depicting landscaping 
in Section Z outlined in the red box (NCA Archives). 

 

The 1893 map for the future location of Section Z shows a fairly level grade 
up. The area was spread with deciduous and coniferous trees (Figure 466). 
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Figure 466. Plan of the area that will become 
Section Z, drawn in 1893 (NARA College Park). 

 

5.3.36.2 1948 plan 

Large-scale plans for improving and the cemetery were approved in 1948. 
Section Z was laid out during this period. There are no trees or shrubs 
shown on the 1956 map for Section Z (Figure 467). A rocky area is shown 
to the southwest which was not shown on the 1893 map. Section markers 
were short, square stones with a slanted top and the section letter on 
them. 
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Figure 467. 1956 plan of Section Z (NCA Archives). 
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5.3.36.3 1960s planting plan 

In 1962, Section Z was planted with the following trees and shrubs: one 
White Oak (Quercus alba), and one Northern Red Oak (Quercus borealis) 
(Figure 468).  

Figure 468. 1962 planting plan for Section Z (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.36.4 2000s 

In 2018, the Section Z layout had remained the same (Figure 469). Section 
Z has three Post Oaks (Quercus stellata) and one White Oak (Quercus 
alba) to the west of it. 
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Figure 469. Plan of Section Z in 2009 (Veterans Administration). 
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5.3.37 Post Section 

The Post Section is located in the northwest portion of the cemetery, and 
can only accessed by walking through other sections (Figure 470). Section 
X is to the north, Section F is to the east, an open area is to the south, and 
Sections W and X are to the west. It has 345 interments with Post Section 
A and B having interments from the 1900s through the 1990s, and Post 
Section C primarily German Prisoners of War from World War I and 
World War II. The shape of the section is a C that surrounds Section F to 
the east. The section has an obelisk section marker. There are no paths 
through the headstones although there is a large break between two Sec-
tions of Post Section C. The western side of Post Section C has a large 
granite monument dedicated to the German World War I Prisoners of 
War. 

Figure 470. Location of Post Section is shown in 
the center of area outlined in red (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.37.1 Historical development 

An 1866 map from Harper’s New Monthly Magazine shows present-day 
Sections R, X, W, and the Post Section as one large section with no section 
letter (Figure 471). The Post Section is located in the eastern portion of 
this large section. The landscaping in this “large” section is throughout. 
The “large” section was surrounded by roads. 

Figure 471. Cemetery diagram in 1866 depicting landscaping 
in the Post Section outlined in the red box (NCA Archives). 

 

The 1893 plan shows no demarcated grass path surrounding the section 
(Figure 472). The section had little landscaping. The plan is drawn differ-
ently from the rest of the map and might have been added to the original 
1893 map at a later date. No obelisk section marker is shown. 
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Figure 472. Plan of the Post Section, drawn in 1893 (NARA College Park). 

 

5.3.37.2 1948 plan 

Large-scale plans for improving and the cemetery were approved in 1948. 
This plan did not affect the Post Section. The 1956 map shows the loca-
tions for three trees or shrubs, but the 1956 plan does not have a planting 
list (Figure 473). The section has grown in size to the east to include Ger-
man POW burials from WWI and a German POW burials from World War 
II. A large monument in the center was dedicated to the German POWs in 
1935. 

Figure 473. 1956 plan of the Post Section (NCA Archives). 
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5.3.37.3 1960s planting plan 

In 1962, the Post Section was planted with the following trees and shrubs: 
one White Ash (Fraxinus Americana) and one Common Sassafras (Sassa-
fras albidum) (Figure 474).  

Figure 474. 1962 planting plan for the Post Section (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.37.4 2000s 

In 2018, the Post Section layout had remained the same (Figure 475 
through Figure 479). There is one Southern Red Oak (Quercus falcata) 
and one Post Oak (Quercus stellata) to the south of the Post Section. 
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Figure 475. Plan of the Post Section in 2009 (Veterans Administration). 

 

Figure 476. Looking south at the Post Section in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 477. Looking east at the German POW Monument 
and graves in the Post Section in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 478. Looking north at Post Section in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 479. Photo north at the German POW Monument in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.39 Section BB 

Section BB is located south of the apex of the hill and is accessible from the 
circle drive (Figure 480). The Memorial Circle of Honor is to the north 
across the circle drive, Section PP is to the east, Sections A and E are to the 
south, and Section B is to the west. Section BB as an area dates from the 
founding of the cemetery, but it was not a burial area until the early 1960s. 
It has 1,386 interments primarily from the 1960s through the 2000s. The 
shape of the section is an irregular square with the headstones in typical 
National Cemetery rows. 

Figure 480. Location of Section BB is shown in 
the center of area outlined in red (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.39.1 Historical development 

An 1866 map from Harper’s New Monthly Magazine shows landscaping 
throughout Section BB, and that it was surrounded by roads (Figure 481). 

Figure 481. Cemetery diagram in 1866 depicting landscaping 
in Section BB outlined in the red box (NCA Archives). 

 

The 1893 map for the future location of Section BB shows a grade that 
slopes down to the east from the gravel circle drive (Figure 482). The area 
was spread with deciduous and coniferous trees. 
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Figure 482. Plan of the area that will become 
Section BB, drawn in 1893 (NARA College Park). 

 

5.3.39.2 1948 plan 

Large-scale plans for improving and the cemetery were approved in 1948. 
Section BB was laid out during this period. There are no trees or shrubs 
shown on the 1956 map for Section BB (Figure 483). Section markers were 
short, square stone with a slanted top with the section letter on them. The 
circle drive to the west is paved. 
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Figure 483. 1956 plan of Section BB (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.39.3 1960s planting plan 

In 1962, Section BB was planted with the following trees and shrubs: one 
Southern Magnolia (Magnolia grandiflora) (Figure 484).  

Figure 484. 1962 planting plan for Section BB (NCA Archives). 
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5.3.39.4 2000s 

In 2018, the Section BB layout had remained the same (Figure 485 and 
Figure 486) with the Southern Magnolia (Magnolia grandiflora). 

Figure 485. Plan of Section BB in 2009 (Veterans Administration). 

 



ERDC/CERL TR-19-6  438 

 

Figure 486. Looking east into Section BB in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.41 Section CC 

Section CC is located southwest of the apex of the hill and is accessible 
from the circle drive and MacArthur Drive (Figure 487). Section C is to the 
north, the Memorial Circle of Honor is to the east across the circle drive, 
Section B is to the southeast, an open rocky area is to the south, and Sec-
tion C is to the west. Section CC as an area dates from the founding of the 
cemetery, but it was not a burial area until the early 1970s. It has 1,234 in-
terments primarily from the 1970s through the 2000s. The shape of the 
section is an irregular rectangle with the headstones in typical National 
Cemetery rows. 

Figure 487. Location of Section CC is shown in 
the center of area outlined in red (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.41.1 Historical development 

An 1866 map from Harper’s New Monthly Magazine shows landscaping 
throughout Section CC, and that it was surrounded by roads (Figure 488). 

Figure 488. Cemetery diagram in 1866 depicting landscaping 
in Section CC outlined in the red box (NCA Archives). 

 

The 1893 map for the future location of Section CC shows a grade that 
slopes down to the southwest from the gravel circle drive (Figure 489). 
There was a gravel drive on the east that separated the area from Section 
B. The area was spread with deciduous and coniferous trees. 
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Figure 489. Plan of the area that will become 
Section CC, drawn in 1893 (NARA College Park). 

 

5.3.41.2 1948 plan 

Large-scale plans for improving and the cemetery were approved in 1948. 
Section CC was laid out during this period. There are no trees or shrubs 
shown on the 1956 map for Section CC (Figure 490). Section markers were 
short, square stones with a slanted top with the section letter on them. The 
circle drive and the road to the east is paved. A rocky area to the west is 
shown which was not on the 1893 map. 
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Figure 490. 1956 plan of Section CC (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.41.3 1960s planting plan 

In 1962, Section CC was not shown on the planting plan.  

5.3.41.4 2000s 

In 2018, the Section CC layout had remained the same, but has no trees 
(Figure 491, Figure 492, and Figure 493). 
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Figure 491. Plan of Section CC in 2009 (Veterans Administration). 
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Figure 492. Looking southwest over Section CC with MacArthur 
Drive on left and circle drive on right in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 493. Looking south at Section CC in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.42 Section CM-4 

Section CM-4 is located in the western portion of the cemetery, and can be 
accessed from Eisenhower Boulevard (Figure 494). Section I is to the 
north, an open rocky area is to the east, Section X is to the south, and Sec-
tion FFF is to the west across Eisenhower Boulevard. It has 159 interments 
all from 2017 and 2018. The shape of the section is an irregular triangle 
with headstones in typical National Cemetery rows.  

Figure 494. Location of Section CM-4 is shown in 
the center of area outlined in red (ERDC-CERL). 

 

5.3.42.1 Historical development 

An 1866 map from Harper’s New Monthly Magazine shows present-day 
CM-4 as part of a larger section with no section letter (Figure 495). The 
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map shows landscaping throughout this area, and that it was surrounded 
by roads. 

Figure 495. Cemetery diagram in 1866 depicting landscaping 
in Section CM-4 outlined in the red box (NCA Archives). 

 

The 1893 map for the future location of Section CM-4 shows a rocky area 
between the gravel perimeter road and the perimeter stone wall (Figure 
496). The area was spread with deciduous and coniferous trees. 
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Figure 496. Plan of the area that will become 
Section CM-4, drawn in 1893 (NARA College Park). 

 

5.3.42.2 1948 plan 

Large-scale plans for improving and the cemetery were approved in 1948, 
and affected the future burial area of CM-4 by removing the old perimeter 
stone wall and taking out the old perimeter road between it and Section X 
and building a new road on the west side of the rock outcroppings (Figure 
497).  
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Figure 497. 1956 plan of Section CM-4 (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.42.3 1960s planting plan 

In 1962, the future Section CM-4 was planted with the following trees and 
shrubs: one Common Hackberry (Celtis Occidentalis), one White Ash 
(Fraxinus Americana), one Black Tupelo (Nyssa sylvatica), and one 
Chestnut Oak (Quercus Montana) (Figure 498). 
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Figure 498. 1962 planting plan for future Section CM-4 (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.42.4 2000s 

In 2018, the Section CM-4 layout had remained the same (Figure 499 and 
Figure 500). 

Figure 499. Plan of Section CM-4 in 2009 (Veterans Administration). 
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Figure 500. Looking at Section CM-4 in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

  



ERDC/CERL TR-19-6  451 

 

5.3.44 Sections DD, DD-1, DD-2, DD-3, DD-4, and DD-5 

Sections DD, DD-1, DD-2, DD-3, DD-4, and DD-5 are accessible from 
MacArthur Drive or Eisenhower Boulevard, but there are large portions of 
the subsections which are only accessible by walking through other sub-
sections (Figure 501). Section B is to the north, Section BB is to the east, 
Sections A and D are to the east, the Gateway Arch, Columbarium, and 
Spoil Area are to the south, and Committal Shelter A is to the west across 
MacArthur Drive. Sections DD, DD-1, DD-2, DD-3, DD-4, and DD-5 as an 
area dates from the founding of the cemetery, but it was not a burial area 
until the 2000s. It has space for 6,606 interments and is not full. Section 
DD has interments from the early 1990s through the 2000s, while DD-1, 
DD-2, DD-3, and DD-5 are from the 2000s. DD-4 is not used yet. The 
shape of the section is an irregular rectangle with the headstones in typical 
National Cemetery rows. 

Figure 501. Location of Sections DD, DD-1, DD-2, DD-3, DD-4, and DD-5 is shown in 
the center of area outlined in red (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.44.1 Historical development 

An 1866 map from Harper’s New Monthly Magazine shows landscaping 
throughout Sections DD, DD-1, DD-2, DD-3, DD-4, and DD-5, and that the 
entire area was surrounded by roads (Figure 502. 

Figure 502. Cemetery diagram in 1866 depicting landscaping in Sections DD, DD-1, 
DD-2, DD-3, DD-4, and DD-5 outlined in the red box (NCA Archives). 

 

The 1893 map for the future location of Section DD shows a grade that 
slopes down to the south from Section B (Figure 503 and Figure 504). 
There was a gravel road on the west and the gravel perimeter road was on 
the south. The area was spread with deciduous and coniferous trees. In the 
northwest portion of the area was the Superintendent’s Lodge and a 
fenced area that contained the stable, tool house, privy, and cistern (Figure 
505). A gravel drive with a large landscaped median separated the Lodge 
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from the gravel road on the west. This entire area was landscaped with 
large deciduous and coniferous trees, small deciduous and coniferous 
shrubs, and flowerbeds. At the southwest corner of the area was a heavily 
landscaped area at the intersection of the gravel road and the perimeter 
gravel road that faced the Gateway Arch. The perimeter gravel road was 
lined with street trees. 

Figure 503. Plan of the area that will become 
Section DD, drawn in 1893 (NARA College Park). 
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Figure 504. Detail of the Superintendent’s Lodge and service area in 
the future location of Section DD, drawn in 1893 (NARA College Park). 

 

Figure 505. View south of the old stable in Section DD in 1946 (NCA Archives). 
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5.3.44.2 1948 plan 

The 1948 plan did not include any buildings within the old service area 
compound (Figure 506). The date for demolition of the 2nd Superinten-
dent’s Lodge is unknown, but the stable was demolished in 1949.  

Figure 506. Detail of plan from 1948 showing no buildings 
in the old service area compound (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.44.3 1960s planting plan 

In 1962, Section DD was planted with the following trees and shrubs: three 
Truetree Box (Buxus sempervirens ‘Arborescens’), one Bitternut Hickory 
(Carya cordiformis), 13 Common Hackberry (Celtis Occidentalis), two 
Common Persimmon (Diospyros Virginiana), one White Ash (Fraxinus 
Americana), three Common Crape Myrtle (Lagerstroemia indica), three 
Southern Magnolia (Magnolia grandiflora), one Mulberry (Morus Sp.), 
one Black Tupelo (Nyssa sylvatica), one Black Cherry (Prunus serotina), 
one White Oak (Quercus alba), 5 Northern Red Oak (Quercus borealis), 
six Southern Red Oak (Quercus falcata), three Water Oak (Quercus 
nigra), one Willow Oak (Quercus phellos) three Post Oak (Quercus stel-
lata), two Black Oak (Quercus velutina), one Flameleaf Sumac (Rhus co-
pallina) one Canadian Hemlock (Tsuga canadensis), and three American 
Elm (Ulmus Americana) (Figure 507).  
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Figure 507. 1962 planting plan for Section DD (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.44.4 2000s 

In 2018, the Section DD layout had remained the same, although no buri-
als are located in DD-4 yet (Figure 508 through Figure 520). Section DD 
has a number of extant trees such as Osage Orange (Maclura pomifera), 
Gingko (Ginkgo biloba), Common Hackberry (Celtis occidentalis), and 
Red Maple (Acer rubrum). 
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Figure 508. Plan of Section DD in 2009 (Veterans Administration). 

 

Figure 509. Looking northeast at the grass path between Section DD on the left and 
Section DD-2 on the right in 2018; this is the former location of the entrance drive to 

the second Superintendent’s Lodge in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 510. Looking southwest over Sections DD and DD-2 and the 
lake with Lookout Mountain in the background in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 511. Looking southwest down MacArthur Drive toward the 
Entrance Gate with Section DD-2 on the left in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 512. Looking southwest down MacArthur Drive 
toward the Entrance Gate with Section DD on the left and 

Committal Shelter A on the right in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 513. A school group touring Section DD in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 514. Looking west down the grass path between Section DD-3 
on the left and Section DD-1 on the right in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 515. Looking west into DD-1 where a tree has 
been removed but not replaced in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 516. Looking south into DD-1 with a 
recently planted Red Maple in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 517. Looking south at access road between Section VV 
on left and Section DD-5 on right in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 518. Looking west between DD-5 on left and DD-3 
on right with access road in between in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 519. Looking south at tree that dates back to when the second 
Superintendent’s Lodge was located in Section DD in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 520. Looking north from the Gateway Arch along MacArthur 
Avenue with parking for Committal Shelter A in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.45 Section FF 

Section FF is located in the western portion of the cemetery, and can be ac-
cessed from Eisenhower Boulevard (Figure 521). An open, rocky area is to 
the north, an open, rocky area is to the east, Section AAA is to the south 
across Eisenhower Boulevard, and Sections CCC and DDD are to the west 
across Eisenhower Boulevard. It has 1,082 interments, from the 1950s 
through the 2000s. The shape of the section is an irregular rectangle with 
the headstones in typical National Cemetery rows.  

Figure 521. Location of Section FF is shown in 
the center of area outlined in red (ERDC-CERL). 

 

5.3.45.1 Historical development 

An 1866 map from Harper’s New Monthly Magazine shows present-day 
Section FF as one large section with no section letter (Figure 522). Section 
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FF is located in the southern portion of this large section. There is land-
scaping in this “large” section throughout. The “large” section was sur-
rounded by roads. 

Figure 522. Cemetery diagram in 1866 depicting landscaping 
in Section FF outlined in the red box (NCA Archives). 

 

The 1893 map for the future location of Section FF shows a gentle grade up 
from the perimeter gravel road (Figure 523). The area was spread with de-
ciduous and coniferous trees, and was bounded by a rocky area on the 
north. The perimeter gravel road was lined with street trees. 
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Figure 523. Plan of the area that will become 
Section FF, drawn in 1893 (NARA College Park). 

 

5.3.45.2 1948 plan 

Large-scale plans for improving and the cemetery were approved in 1948. 
Section FF was laid out during this period. There are trees or shrubs 
shown on the 1956 map for Section FF, but the drawing does not have a 
tree list (Figure 524). Section markers were short, square stones with a 
slanted top with the section letter on them. The perimeter road to the west 
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is paved. A rocky area to the east is shown which was not on the 1893 map. 
Between it and the burial area is a large area marked “low sink area.” To 
the north is the rock outcropping with the old burial vault. 

Figure 524. 1956 plan of Section FF (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.45.3 1960s planting plan 

In 1966, Section FF was planted with the following trees and shrubs: one 
White Pine (Pinus strobus) (Figure 525).  
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Figure 525. 1966 planting plan for Section FF (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.45.4 2000s 

In 2018, the Section FF layout had remained the same (Figure 526 through 
Figure 530). 
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Figure 526. Plan of Section FF in 2009 (Veterans Administration). 

 

Figure 527. Looking south at the east side of Section FF with 
the Gateway Arch in the background in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 528. Looking north at trees and a rocky 
outcropping south of Section FF in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 529. Looking southwest over Section FF in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 530. Looking east at the former burial vault to the north of Section of FF 
showing how much higher the ground has been raised in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.47 Section KK 

Section KK is located in the east portion of the cemetery, and is accessed 
by Eisenhower Boulevard (Figure 531). Section QQ is to the north, Section 
LL is to the east across Eisenhower Boulevard, Section U is to the south, 
and Section H is to the west. Section KK is located in the former right-of-
way of the perimeter road and stone wall. It has 243 interments mostly 
from the 1960s with some outliers through the 2000s. The shape of the 
section is a rectangle with the headstones in typical National Cemetery 
rows.  

Figure 531. Location of Section KK is shown in 
the center of area outlined in red (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.47.1 Historical development 

An 1866 map from Harper’s New Monthly Magazine shows that the loca-
tion of future Section KK was the perimeter road and stone wall (Figure 
532). 

Figure 532. Cemetery diagram in 1866 depicting landscaping 
in Section KK outlined in the red box (NCA Archives). 

 

The 1893 plan does not show Section KK. 

5.3.47.2 1948 plan 

Large-scale plans for improving and the cemetery were approved in 1948. 
Section KK was laid out during this period. Section markers were short, 
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square stones with a slanted top with the section letter on them. The new 
perimeter road to the east is paved (Figure 533). 

Figure 533. 1956 plan of Section KK (NCA Archives). 
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5.3.47.3 1960s planting plan 

In 1962, Section KK did not have a planting plan.  

5.3.47.4 2000s 

In 2018, the Section KK layout had remained the same (Figure 534 and 
Figure 535). 

Figure 534. Plan of Section KK in 2009 (Veterans Administration). 
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Figure 535. Looking southwest at Section KK in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.49 Section PP 

Section PP is located east of the apex of the hill and is accessible from the 
circle drive (Figure 536). Section P is to the north, Section Y is to the east, 
an open area and Section BB are to the south, and the Memorial Circle of 
Honor is to the west across the circle drive. Section PP as an area dates 
from the founding of the cemetery, but it was not a burial area until the 
early 1960s. It has 1,714 interments primarily from the 1960s through the 
2000s. The shape of the section is an irregular rectangle with the head-
stones in typical National Cemetery rows. 

Figure 536. Location of Section PP is shown in 
the center of area outlined in red (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.49.1 Historical development 

An 1866 map from Harper’s New Monthly Magazine shows landscaping 
throughout what will become Sections P and PP, and that it was sur-
rounded by roads (Figure 537). 

Figure 537. Cemetery diagram in 1866 depicting landscaping 
in Section PP outlined in the red box (NCA Archives). 

 

The 1893 map for the future location of Section PP shows a grade that 
slopes down to the east from the gravel circle drive (Figure 538). The area 
was spread with deciduous and coniferous trees. 
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Figure 538. Plan of the area that will become 
Section PP, drawn in 1893 (NARA College Park). 

 

5.3.49.2 1948 plan 

Large-scale plans for improving and the cemetery were approved in 1948. 
Section PP was laid out during this period. There are no trees or shrubs 
shown on the 1956 map for Section BB but a rocky area to the east is 
shown that was not shown on the 1893 map (Figure 539). Section markers 
were short, square stones with a slanted top with the section letter on 
them. The circle drive to the west is paved. 
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Figure 539. 1956 plan of Section PP (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.49.3 1960s planting plan 

In 1962, Section PP was planted with the following trees and shrubs: one 
Pignut Hickory (Carya glabra), one Common Hackberry (Celtis Occiden-
talis), and one Common Sassafras (Sassafras albidum) (Figure 540).  
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Figure 540. 1962 planting plan for Section PP (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.49.4 2000s 

In 2018, the Section PP layout had remained the same (Figure 541 and 
Figure 542). 
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Figure 541. Plan of Section PP in 2009 (Veterans Administration). 

 

Figure 542. Looking west at Section PP from Section H in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.50 Section QQ 

Section QQ is located in the east portion of the cemetery, and is accessed 
by Eisenhower Boulevard (Figure 543). Section G is to the north, Sections 
LL, MM, and NN are to the east across Eisenhower Boulevard, Section KK 
is to the south, and Sections K and Q are to the west. Section QQ is located 
in the former right-of-way of the perimeter road and stone wall. It has 
1,830 interments mostly from the 1960s through the 2000s. The shape of 
the section is an irregular rectangle with the headstones in typical National 
Cemetery rows. 

Figure 543. Location of Section QQ is shown in 
the center of area outlined in red (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.3.50.1 Historical development 

An 1866 map from Harper’s New Monthly Magazine shows that the loca-
tion of future Section QQ was the perimeter road and stone wall (Figure 
544). 

Figure 544. Cemetery diagram in 1866 depicting landscaping 
in Section QQ outlined in the red box (NCA Archives). 

 

The 1893 plan does not show Section QQ. 

5.3.50.2 1948 plan 

Large-scale plans for improving and the cemetery were approved in 1948. 
Section QQ was laid out during this period. Section markers were short, 
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square stones with a slanted top with the section letter on them. The new 
perimeter road to the east is paved (Figure 545).  

Figure 545. 1956 plan of Section QQ (NCA Archives). 
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5.3.50.3 1960s planting plan 

In 1962, Section QQ did not have a planting plan. Section QQ has one 
Southern Red Oak (Quercus falcata), one Scarlet Oak (Quercus coccinea), 
and one Tulip Poplar (Liriodendron tulipifera) to the north of it. 

5.3.50.4 2000s 

In 2018, the Section QQ layout had remained the same (Figure 546 and 
Figure 547). 

Figure 546. Plan of Section QQ in 2009 (Veterans Administration). 
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Figure 547. Looking east from Section QQ to Section LL in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

5.3.51 Sections TT, UU, VV, and TTT 

Sections TT, UU, VV, and TTT are located in the southeast portion of the 
cemetery, and are accessed by Eisenhower Boulevard (Figure 548). Sec-
tions DD-1, A, S, and U are to the north, Sections JJ, RR, SS, and Commit-
tal Shelter B are to the east and south across Eisenhower Boulevard, and 
Section DD-5 is to the west. Sections TT, UU, VV, and TTT are located in 
the former right-of-way of the perimeter road and stone wall and a portion 
of the former Jackson Park. The have 4,355 interments mostly from the 
1980s through the 2000s (Section VV is not yet full). The shapes of these 
sections are irregular with the headstones in typical National Cemetery 
rows. 
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Figure 548. Location of Sections TT, UU, VV, and TTT is 
shown in the center of area outlined in red (ERDC-CERL). 

 

5.3.51.1 Historical development 

An 1866 map from Harper’s New Monthly Magazine shows that a portion 
of the future location for Sections TT, UU, VV, and TTT was the perimeter 
road and stone wall and the rest is not shown (Figure 549). 
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Figure 549. Cemetery diagram in 1866 depicting landscaping in 
Sections TT, UU, VV, and TTT outlined in the red box (NCA Archives). 

 

The 1893 plan does not show Sections TT, UU, VV, and TTT. 

5.3.51.2 1948 plan 

Large-scale plans for improving and the cemetery were approved in 1948. 
Sections TT, UU, and VV were created by the removal of the perimeter 
stone wall and road and the creation of a new road further south (Figure 
550). 
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Figure 550. 1956 plan of Sections TT, UU, VV, and TTT (NCA Archives). 

 

5.3.51.3 1960s planting plan 

In 1962, Sections TT, UU, VV, and TTT did not have a planting plan.  

5.3.51.4 2000s 

In 2018, Sections TT, UU, VV, and TT layout had remained the same 
(Figure 551 through Figure 555). 

Figure 551. Plan of Sections TT, UU, VV, and TT in 2009 (Veterans Administration). 
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Figure 552. Looking northeast at Section VV and 
Section UU in the background in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 553. Looking south over Section VV 
note flat headstones in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 554. Looking south with Section TTT in fore- 
ground and Section TT beyond in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 555. Looking at a magnolia between 
Section D and Section VV in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.4 Northeast of Eisenhower Boulevard (Sections GG, HH, LL, MM, 
and NN) 

Sections GG, HH, LL, MM, and NN are located in the northeast portion of 
the cemetery, and are accessed by Eisenhower Boulevard (Figure 556). The 
stone wall along Bailey Avenue and former Bailey Avenue Gate are to the 
north, The Holtzclaw Avenue metal fence is to the east, the Holtzclaw Ave-
nue Entrance is to the south, Sections G and QQ are to the west are across 
Eisenhower Boulevard, and the Administration Building is directly west of 
Section GG. Sections GG, HH, LL, MM, and NN are located in the north-
east portion of the former Jackson Park. They have space for over 5,000 
interments. All of the sections except for LL have space and have inter-
ments from the 2010s while Section LL is mostly from the 1970s through 
the 1980s with some outliers. The shapes of these sections are irregular 
with the headstones in typical National Cemetery rows. 
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Figure 556. Location of Sections GG, HH, LL, MM, and NN 
is shown in the center of area outlined in red (ERDC-CERL). 

 

5.4.1 Historical development 

Since Sections GG, HH, LL, MM, and NN were outside the old perimeter 
stone wall and in the northern portion of the former Jackson Park, they 
are not shown on the 1866 map from Harper’s New Monthly Magazine. 
The 1893 map shows the area as having timber and being nearly level 
(Figure 557). 
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Figure 557. A portion of the 1893 map depicting area in 
Sections GG, HH, LL, MM, and NN (NARA College Park). 

 

The 1948 map shows the area of Sections GG, HH, LL, MM, and NN as 
still part of Jackson Park with many trees and a road for the park that 
starts at the Spruce Street (future Bailey Avenue Gate) to an entrance on 
Union Avenue, and then the road heads south to the other parts of Jackson 
Park (Figure 558). The cemetery’s perimeter stone wall is not shown on 
this map. 
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Figure 558. A portion of the 1948 map depicting 
area in Sections GG, HH, LL, MM (NCA Archives). 

 

The 1956 map shows how the cemetery redeveloped the northern area of 
the old Jackson Park (Figure 559). The city of Chattanooga connected East 
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9th Street to Bailey Avenue and used part of the cemetery’s property for the 
right-of-way. The city also constructed Holtzclaw Avenue at this time on 
part of the property of the cemetery. The former Spruce Street entrance to 
the park was transformed into the main entrance to the cemetery (Bailey 
Avenue Gate). The cemetery’s stone perimeter wall and the cemetery’s pe-
rimeter road were removed as well as the old road in Jackson Park. A new 
road was developed to the north and east of the old road connecting into 
the new Bailey Avenue Gate. Section QQ was developed in the right-of-way 
of the old perimeter wall and road and new sections (LL, GG, and MM) 
were developed on the old park lands. 

Figure 559. A portion of the 1956 map depicting 
area in Sections GG, HH, LL, MM (NCA Archives). 
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5.4.2 1960s planting plan 

In 1962, the area from the Restroom Building (shown on drawing as office) 
to the Bailey Avenue Gate (future Section GG) was planted with the follow-
ing trees and shrubs: six Red Kurume Azalea (Azalea Kurume Hino-
degiri), two Common Hackberry (Celtis Occidentalis), 47 Convex Leaf 
Japanese Yew (Ilex crenata ‘Convexa’), three Keteleer Redcedar (Juni-
perus Virginiana ‘Ketleeri’), one Common Crape Myrtle (Lagerstroemia 
indica), four Glossy Privet (Ligustrum lucidum), four Leatherleaf Mahonia 
(Mahonia bealei), one Katherine Crabapple (Malus Katherine), two Nan-
dina (Nandina domestica), two Red Spruce (Picea rubens), three Purple 
Crabapple (Malus purpurea lemoinei), three Brown Anglojap Yew (Taxus 
media ‘Browni’), one Georgia Linden (Tilia Georgiana) and two Hatfield 
Upright Yew (Taxus media ‘Hatfieldi’) (Figure 560).  

Figure 560. 1962 planting plan for area from Restroom 
Building to Bailey Avenue Gate (NCA Archives). 

 

In 1966, Section LL was planted with the following trees and shrubs: two 
Sugar Maple (Acer saccharum), three Deodar Cedar (Cedrus deodara), 
three Flowering Dogwood (Cornus Florida), two American Holly (Ilex 
opaca), three Common Crape Myrtle (Lagerstroemia indica), one Cucum-
bertree Magnolia (Magnolia acuminata), two Southern Magnolia (Mag-
nolia grandiflora), 5 Northern Red Oak (Quercus borealis), one Scarlet 
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Oak (Quercus coccinea) ten Southern Red Oak (Quercus falcata), two Wa-
ter Oak (Quercus nigra) four Willow Oak (Quercus phellos), two Black 
Oak (Quercus velutina), and three Japanese Pagodatree (Sophora Japon-
ica) (Figure 561). 

Figure 561. 1962 planting plan for Section LL (NCA Archives). 
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5.4.3 1984 

The 1984 map shows that the new main entrance on Holtzclaw Avenue is 
open (Holtzclaw Avenue Gate) (Figure 562). Sections LL, MM (shown as 
GG), and NN (shown as MM) are plotted. Sections GG and HH are not 
shown. Eisenhower Boulevard is in place. 

Figure 562. A portion of the 1984 map depicting 
area in Sections GG, LL, and MM (NCA Archives). 
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5.4.4 2000s 

The burial sections were reorganized and switched around with Section 
GG moving in between the Administration Building and the sidewalk to 
the closed Bailey Avenue Gate, Section HH was created east of that side-
walk, Section NN was created in the northeast corner instead of Section 
MM, Section MM was created between NN and LL instead of Section GG, 
and Section LL was extended up to Section MM. The old roadway for the 
Bailey Avenue Gate was removed, a concrete sidewalk added, and the area 
relandscaped (Figure 563 through Figure 570). 

Figure 563. Plan of Sections GG, HH, LL, MM 
and NN in 2009 (Veterans Administration). 
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Figure 564. Looking at the Administration Building in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 565. Looking west at the landscaping between Section 
GG and the Administration Building in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 566. Looking west over Section GG with the Administration Building in the 
background in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 567. Looking north at the closed Bailey Avenue Gate with Section 
GG on the left and Section HH on the right in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 568. Recently planted trees along the Bailey 
Avenue stone wall in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 569. Looking southeast along Eisenhower Boulevard with Section 
HH on the left and Section QQ on the right in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 570. Looking north toward Section LL from 
the Holtzclaw Avenue Gate in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

5.5 Southeast of Eisenhower Boulevard (Sections JJ, RR, and SS) 

Sections JJ, RR, and SS are located in the southeast portion of the ceme-
tery, and are accessed by Eisenhower Boulevard (Figure 571). The 
Holtzclaw Avenue Gate is to the north, the Holtzclaw Avenue metal fence 
is to the east, a chain-link fence is to the south, the Spoil Area is on the 
west, and Sections DD-5, VV, UU, and TTT are on the west across Eisen-
hower Boulevard. Sections JJ, RR, and SS are located in the southeast por-
tion of the former Jackson Park. They have space for 4,165 interments. All 
three sections are mostly full and have interments from the 1980s through 
the 2010s. The shapes of these sections are irregular with the headstones 
in typical National Cemetery rows. To the west of Section S is a large ex-
panse of the former Jackson Park that has not yet been developed into 
burial space. This area is one of the most forested within the cemetery 
boundaries. It includes Committal Shelter B and a drive around the shelter 
from Eisenhower Boulevard. The west boundary of this area is the fenced 
Spoil Area. 



ERDC/CERL TR-19-6  507 

 

Figure 571. Location of Sections JJ, RR, and SS is shown 
in the center of area outlined in red (ERDC-CERL). 

 

5.5.1 Historical development 

Since Sections JJ, RR, and SS were outside the old perimeter stone wall 
and in the southern portion of the former Jackson Park, they are not 
shown on the 1866 map from Harper’s New Monthly Magazine. The 1893 
map does not have information for this area (Figure 572). 
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Figure 572. A portion of the 1893 map depicting area 
in Sections JJ, RR, and SS (NARA College Park). 

 

The 1948 map shows the area of Sections JJ, RR, and SS as still part of 
Jackson Park with many trees and a road for the park that winds through 
the park to an entrance on Polk Street (Top Street) (Figure 573). Most of 
this area is shown as wooded. The cemetery’s perimeter stone wall and 
road is shown on this map, but it also has a dotted road for the location of 
the new road (Eisenhower Boulevard). 
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Figure 573. A portion of the 1948 map depicting 
area in Sections JJ, RR, and SS (NCA Archives). 

 

By 1956, the area was still undeveloped and shown as “Future Develop-
ment Area”. The city of Chattanooga also constructed Holtzclaw Avenue at 
this time on part of the property of the cemetery. The former Spruce Street 
entrance to the park was transformed into the main entrance to the ceme-
tery (Bailey Avenue Gate). The cemetery’s stone perimeter wall and the 
cemetery’s perimeter road were extant, but the old road through Jackson 
Park had been removed (Figure 574).  
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Figure 574. A portion of the 1956 map depicting 
area in Sections JJ, RR, and SS (NCA Archives). 

 

5.5.2 1960s planting plan 

There was not a planting plan for the southeast portion of the cemetery in 
the 1960s. In the mid-1960s, the old stone perimeter wall was removed in 
sections (Figure 575). 
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Figure 575. View east of the southeast portion of the perimeter road in 
1965 before the perimeter wall was completely removed (NCA Archives). 

 

5.5.3 1984 

The 1984 map shows that the new main entrance on Holtzclaw Avenue is 
open (Holtzclaw Avenue Gate). Section JJ is not shown, but Sections RR 
and SS have been plotted. Eisenhower Boulevard is in place in between 
Sections TTT, UU, VV and Sections RR and SS (Figure 576). 
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Figure 576. A portion of the 1984 map depicting 
area in Sections RR, and SS (NCA Archives). 

 

5.5.4 2000s 

Section JJ was added to the southeast. Committal Shelter B, its surround-
ing drive, and the Spoil Area were added to the southeast portion of the 
cemetery in 2002 (Figure 577 through Figure 583). 
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Figure 577. Plan of Sections JJ, RR, and SS in 2009 (Veterans Administration). 

 

Figure 578. Looking southeast toward Section JJ with the Holtzclaw Avenue Gate 
on the left and Eisenhower Boulevard in the foreground in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 579. Looking east at the parking area and 
drive for Committal Shelter B 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 580. Looking east at Committal Shelter B in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 581. Looking south at the Spoil Area in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 582. Looking south on the east side of the Spoil Area in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 583. Looking east at the trees in the 
former Jackson Park in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

5.6 Southwest of Eisenhower Boulevard (Sections WW, XX, YY, ZZ, 
AAA, BBB, CCC, DDD, EEE, WWW, CM-1, CM-2, and CM-3) 

Sections WW, XX, YY, ZZ, AAA, BBB, CCC, DDD, EEE, WWW, CM-1, CM-
2, and CM-3 are located in the southwest portion of the cemetery, and are 
accessed by Eisenhower Boulevard and Nimitz Drive to the Back Gate 
(Figure 584). Section FFF is to the north, Section W, Section FF, CM-5, 
and DD-4 are located to the east across Eisenhower Boulevard, the Spoil 
Area is directly to the east, and chain-link fences are to the south and west. 
They have space for 6,851 interments. Most of these sections are full and 
have interments from the 1980s through the 2010s (Sections DDD, EEE, 
CM-2, and CM-3 are not yet at capacity). The shapes of these sections are 
irregular with the headstones in typical National Cemetery rows.  
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Figure 584. Location of Sections WW, XX, YY, ZZ, AAA, BBB, CCC, DDD, EEE, WWW, 
CM-1, CM-2, and CM-3is shown in the center of area outlined in red (ERDC-CERL). 

 

5.6.1 Historical development 

Since Sections WW, XX, YY, ZZ, AAA, BBB, CCC, DDD, EEE, WWW, CM-
1, CM-2, and CM-3 were outside the old perimeter stone wall and in the 
southwest portion of the property, they are not shown on the 1866 map 
from Harper’s New Monthly Magazine. The 1893 map has little infor-
mation for this area except that Cemetery Avenue was a gravel road lined 
with deciduous trees, there was a large gravel area right outside the Gate-
way Arch lined with coniferous trees (Figure 585). There was also a train 
station at the intersection of Cemetery Avenue and the future East 13th 
Street, and a house and outbuildings leased to Mrs. McIntyre. The area be-
tween the train tracks and the perimeter road and wall was a slough 
(Figure 585, Figure 586, and Figure 587). 
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Figure 585. A portion of the 1893 map depicting area 
in Sections WW, XX, YY, ZZ, AAA, BBB, CCC, DDD, EEE, 

WWW, CM-1, CM-2, and CM-3 (NARA College Park). 
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Figure 586. View southwest of the Gateway Arch and 
Cemetery Avenue showing flooding in 1946 (NCA Archives). 

 

Figure 587. View west from the perimeter road showing 
flooding in the slough in 1946 (NCA Archives). 
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The 1948 map does not show Sections WW, XX, YY, ZZ, AAA, BBB, CCC, 
DDD, EEE, WWW, CM-1, CM-2, and CM-3. The cemetery’s perimeter 
stone wall and road is shown on this map, but it also has a dotted road for 
the location of the new road which was never built (Figure 588). Cemetery 
Avenue, the round paved area in front of the arch, and the Gateway Arch 
were extant. 

Figure 588. A portion of the 1948 map depicting area in Sections WW, XX, YY, 
ZZ, AAA, BBB, CCC, DDD, EEE, WWW, CM-1, CM-2, and CM-3 (NCA Archives). 

 

By 1956, the area was still undeveloped and shown as “Future Develop-
ment Area.” The cemetery’s stone perimeter wall and road, Cemetery Ave-
nue, the round paved area in front of the arch, and the Gateway Arch were 
extant. Two service buildings were constructed along the south fence west 
of Cemetery Avenue (Figure 589 through Figure 593). 
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Figure 589. A portion of the 1956 map depicting area in Sections WW, XX, YY, 
ZZ, AAA, BBB, CCC, DDD, EEE, WWW, CM-1, CM-2, and CM-3 (NCA Archives). 

 

Figure 590. A portion of the 1956 map depicting the 
vicinity of Superintendent’s Lodge (NCA Archives). 
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Figure 591. View southwest of the west perimeter road 
in 1965 before the area was raised (NCA Archives). 

 

Figure 592. View north of the west perimeter road 
in 1965 before the area was raised (NCA Archives). 
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Figure 593. View northwest of the third Super- 
intendent’s Lodge in 1965 (NCA Archives). 

 

5.6.1 1960s planting plan 

In 1966, the Lodge Area was planted with the following trees and shrubs: 
four Glossy Abelia (Abelia grandiflora), ten Pink Torch Azalea (Azalea 
Kaempferi HYB. Fedora), one Atlas Cedar (Cedrus Atlantica), three Red-
flowering Dogwood (Cornus Florida ‘Rubra’), one Thorny Elaeagnus 
(Elaeagnus pungens), one White Ash (Fraxinus Americana), two Shrubal-
thea (Hibiscus syriacus), two Burford Chinese Holly (Ilex cornuta ‘Bur-
fordi’), two Littleleaf Japanese Holly (Ilex crenata ‘Microphylla’), seven 
Compact Pfitzer Juniper (Juniperus Chin. Pfitzer Compacta), eight Moun-
tain Laurel Kalmia (Kalmia latifolia), ten Common Crape Myrtle (Lager-
stroemia indica), one Chinese Photinia (Photinia serrulata), three Laland 
Firethorn Pyracantha (Coccinea lalandei), three Willow Oak (Quercus 
phellos), one Lilac (Syringa Sp.) and six Brown’s Anglojap Yew (Taxus 
media ‘Browni’) (Figure 594). 
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Figure 594. A portion of the 1966 planting plan depicting 
the vicinity of Superintendent’s Lodge (NCA Archives). 

 

5.6.2 1984 

The 1984 map shows that Cemetery Avenue has been removed and the 
chain-link fence surrounding the two service buildings has been enlarged. 
A road has been added from Eisenhower Boulevard on the north to a new 
gate on East 13th Street (Back Gate). Sections WW, XX, YY, ZZ, AAA, BBB, 
CCC, DDD, EEE, and WWW are shown. A sizeable lake has been added be-
tween the Gateway Arch and the Service Area in the area that typically 
flooded (Figure 595). 
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Figure 595. A portion of the 1984 map depicting area in Sections 
WW, XX, YY, ZZ, AAA, BBB, CCC, DDD, EEE, WWW (NCA Archives). 

 

5.6.3 2000s 

Portions of Section YY were given to Section XX, and to CM-1 and CM-2, 
while the portion of Section WWW closest to the drive was given to CM-3. 
A third building was added to east of the two existing service buildings. 
The Armed Forces Pavilion was added to the area in between the lake and 
the Gateway Arch. The Columbarium was added to the east of the Gateway 
Arch (Figure 596 through Figure 620). 
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Figure 596. Plan of Sections WW, XX, YY, ZZ, AAA, BBB, CCC, DDD,  
EEE, WWW, CM-1, CM-2, and CM-3 in 2009 (Veterans Administration). 
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Figure 597. Looking northeast at the Gateway Arch which was constructed in 
the 1880s; the sidewalk that connects it to the Armed Forces Pavilion is in the 

right-of-way of the old Cemetery Avenue entrance road (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

Figure 598. Looking southwest at the lake which was added between 
the Service Buildings and the Gateway Arch and the lake in the 1980s; 
it was placed in an area with constant flooding along the old Cemetery 

Avenue entrance road (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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Figure 599. Looking southwest at the Armed Forces Pavilion which was constructed 
between the Gateway Arch and the lake in the late 1990s; it was placed within the 

right-of-way of the old Cemetery Avenue entrance road (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

Figure 600. View west toward flagpoles and landscaping 
at the Armed Forces Pavilion (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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Figure 601. View southwest toward electrical equipment on 
light pole at the Armed Forces Pavilion (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

Figure 602. View east toward the Columbarium (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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Figure 603. View southwest toward the lake 
from Eisenhower Boulevard (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

Figure 604. View west along the lake from the Columbarium 
toward the Gateway Arch (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 



ERDC/CERL TR-19-6  531 

 

Figure 605. View south toward trees south of the Columbarium (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

Figure 606. View toward the west with Section ZZ past the lake (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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Figure 607. View toward the northwest of Section DDD (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

Figure 608. View toward the west of Section DDD (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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Figure 609. View toward the service buildings across the lake 
showing the landscape berm hiding the complex (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

Figure 610. View toward the north of the landscaped area 
between the service complex and the lake (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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Figure 611. View toward the north of the lake and the Armed 
Forces Pavilion which are both on the former right-of-way of 

Cemetery Avenue of Section XX (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

Figure 612. View toward the east of the lake with the 
Columbarium in the distance (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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Figure 613. View toward the southeast with a small traffic 
circle in the foreground, the service complex to the back 
left, and the Back Gate to the right (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

Figure 614. View toward the entrance of the service complex (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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Figure 615. View toward the west of Section XX (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

Figure 616. View toward the east of Section XX (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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Figure 617. View toward the north of Section YY (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

Figure 618. View toward the south of landscaping along the East 13th Street 
chain-link fence and Section CM-3 in the foreground (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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Figure 619. View toward the south of parking area to the west 
of Nimitz Drive and east of Section CM-2 (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 

 

Figure 620. View toward the west of trees along west 
boundary beyond Section WW (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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5.7 Northwest of Eisenhower Boulevard (Sections FFF and GGG) 

Sections FFF and GGG are located in the northwest portion of the ceme-
tery, and are accessed by Eisenhower Boulevard (Figure 621). The stone 
wall along Bailey Avenue is to the north, the Restroom Building is on the 
east, Sections, I, J, CM-4, X, and W are to the east across Eisenhower 
Boulevard, and a chain-link fence and the railroad are to the west. They 
have space for 2,302 interments. Both sections are mostly full and have in-
terments from the 2000s. The shapes of these sections are irregular with 
the headstones in typical National Cemetery rows.  

Figure 621. Location of Sections FFF and GGG is shown 
in the center of area outlined in red (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.7.1 Historical development 

Since Sections FFF and GGG were outside the old perimeter stone wall 
they are not shown on the 1866 map from Harper’s New Monthly Maga-
zine. The 1893 map does not have much information for this area, but the 
area that will be developed into Section FFF is shown as a slough (Figure 
622). 

Figure 622. A portion of the 1893 map depicting 
area in Sections FFF and GGG (NARA College Park). 

 

A new administration building (current Restroom Building) was con-
structed on the east side of the area by 1935 (Figure 623). 
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Figure 623. View north at the Administration Building  
(now Restroom Building) in 1946 (NCA Archives). 

 

The 1948 map does not show landscape information for the area, but the 
cemetery’s perimeter stone wall and road are shown on this map (Figure 
624). They were scheduled for removal and a new road (Eisenhower 
Boulevard) was to be built between the new sections and Sections I and J. 
The cast iron gates at National Avenue were scheduled for removal. 
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Figure 624. A portion of the 1948 map depicting 
area in Sections FFF and GGG (NCA Archives). 

 

By 1956, the area was still undeveloped and the improvements had not 
been enacted, the old cast iron gates at National Avenue were removed and 
the new Bailey Avenue stone wall was constructed (Figure 625). A new 
road was also being developed north of Sections I and J with the old pe-
rimeter road scheduled to be removed (Figure 626). 
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Figure 625. A portion of the 1956 map depicting 
area in Sections FFF and GGG (NCA Archives). 

 

Figure 626. Detail of drawing from 1956 showing 
new road north of Sections I and J (NCA Archives). 
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5.7.2 1960s planting plan 

There was not a planting plan for the northwest portion of the cemetery in 
the 1960s. 

5.7.3 1984 

The 1984 map does not show Sections GGG and FFF as plotted. The origi-
nal perimeter road is extant separating Sections I and J from Sections O, 
R, and X (Figure 627). 

Figure 627. A portion of the 1984 map depicting 
area in Sections FFF and GGG (NCA Archives). 

 

5.7.4 2000s 

The layout of GGG and FFF have not changed since they were plotted out 
(Figure 628 through Figure 635). 
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Figure 628. Plan of Sections FFF and GGG in 2009 (Veterans Administration). 

 

Figure 629. View looking northwest at the Restroom Building in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 630. View looking west along the Bailey Avenue stone wall on 
the right and Eisenhower Boulevard on the left in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 631. View looking north at landscaping along the Bailey 
Avenue stone wall from Section J in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 632. View looking west toward Section GGG in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 633. View southeast over Section FFF 
toward Section CM-4 in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 634. View looking north along Eisenhower Boulevard with Section 
FFF on the left and Section CM-4 on the right in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 635. View looking north along between Section FFF on the right 
and the boundary fence and trees on the left in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 
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5.8 Views and viewsheds 

Views of a site and viewsheds through a site are important components of 
historic landscapes. Views and viewsheds are how all landscape features 
are seen as a complementary whole. A landscape, such as Chattanooga Na-
tional Cemetery, was designed to emphasize certain views of the site that 
had aesthetic qualities that would make them memorable. Chattanooga 
National Cemetery has seven historically significant viewsheds: views to 
and from the Gateway Arch; view north along current Eisenhower Boule-
vard toward the rock outcroppings; views in all directions from the hill; 
views to and from the old North Gate; view from the Andrews Raiders 
Monument to the hill; views along the perimeter road; and views to and 
from Lookout Mountain (Figure 636).  

Figure 636. Diagram of historic viewsheds at 
Chattanooga National Cemetery (ERDC-CERL, 2018). 
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8. Views to and from the main gate (Figure 637 and Figure 638). 

Figure 637. View north toward the Gateway Arch from 
Cemetery Avenue, c.1900 (NARA College Park). 

 

Figure 638. View south toward the Gateway Arch, c.1900 (NCA Archives). 
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9. View along the perimeter road encompassing the rock outcrop (Figure 
639 and Figure 640). 

Figure 639. View north along perimeter road (near 
present-day Section X), 1886 (NARA College Park). 

 

Figure 640. Two women sitting at rock outcropping,  
1878 (NARA Washington, DC). 
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10. View in all direction from Rostrum hill (Figure 641). 

Figure 641. Looking southwest along drive from hill  
(University of Tennessee at Chattanooga Library). 

 

11. Views to and from the North Gate (Figure 642 and Figure 643). 

Figure 642. View of the North Gate, c.1900 (NARA College Park). 
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Figure 643. View south from the North Gate, c.1900 (NCA Archives). 

 

12. View from the Andrews Raiders Monument to the Rostrum (Figure 
644). 

Figure 644. Postcard view of the Andrews Raiders Monument, c.1900 (NCA Archives). 
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13. View from the perimeter road to the monument grouping (Figure 645). 

Figure 645. View along perimeter road, c.1900  
(University of Tennessee at Chattanooga Library). 

 

14. View to and from Rostrum toward Lookout Mountain (Figure 646). 

Figure 646. View northeast from Lookout Mountain down Cemetery Avenue toward 
hill with flagpole at the cemetery in 2018 (ERDC-CERL). 

 



ERDC/CERL TR-19-6  555 

 

The seven historic views and viewsheds shown above for Chattanooga Na-
tional Cemetery retain partial integrity. Generally the missing trees and 
other landscaping has affected their integrity. Look at the end of the Cur-
rent Condition chapter (Chapter 4) for comparable views and viewsheds.  

5.9 Overall summary of integrity for the cemetery 

Generally the roads and grass pathways between sections are intact, as are 
the views and viewsheds. The substantial issue for integrity in the ceme-
tery is the lack of tree replacement and removal of the smaller scale vege-
tation such as smaller flowering trees, shrubs, and planters as well as the 
benches that historically scattered the cemetery landscape. In addition, the 
removal of Cemetery Avenue with the creation of the lake and the lack of a 
monumental main entrance that historically linked the city of Chattanooga 
and Lookout Mountain with the cemetery hill. On the hill, there is the lack 
of the rostrum which served as a focal point and the ceremonial heart of 
the cemetery. Following is a series of “Then and Now” comparisons utiliz-
ing historic photographs and present-day photographs that exemplify the 
changes in the overall landscape of the cemetery (Figure 647 through Fig-
ure 662). 

Figure 647. Looking northeast at the Gateway Arch in 1965 on the 
left and 2018 on the right (left, NCA Archives and right ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 648. Looking northeast from the Gateway Arch up MacArthur Drive in c.1900 
on the left and 2018 on the right (left, NCA Archives and right ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 649. Looking northwest at the third Superintendent’s Lodge in 1965 
on the left and 2018 on the right (left, NCA Archives and right ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 650. Looking north at the Flagpole in 1878 on the left and 
2018 on the right (left, NARA Washington, DC and right ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 651. Looking north at the Rostrum in c.1900 on the left 
and 2018 on the right (left, NCA Archives and right ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 652. Looking north at the Rostrum in 1946 on the left 
and 2018 on the right (left, NCA Archives and right ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 653. Looking north at the MacArthur Drive in 1965 on the 
left and 2018 on the right (left, NCA Archives and right ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 654. Looking north at the MacArthur Drive in c.1900 on the 
left and 2018 on the right (left, NCA Archives and right ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 655. Looking northwest at Section H and the Andrews Raiders Monument in 
1956 on the left and 2018 on the right (left, NCA Archives and right ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 656. Looking southwest at Section H and the Andrews Raiders Monument 
in 1902 on the left and 2018 on the right (left, NCA Archives and right ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 657. Looking northwest at Section H and the Andrews 
Raiders Monument in 1902 on the left and 2018 on the 

right (left, Library of Congress and right ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 658. Looking east with Section S and the old perimeter wall and road in 
1956 on the left and 2018 on the right (left, NCA Archives and right ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 659. Looking northwest at Section AAA and the Central Avenue Bridge in 
1946 on the left and 2018 on the right (left, NCA Archives and right ERDC-CERL). 
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Figure 660. Looking north at the west perimeter road (now 
Eisenhower Boulevard) in 1886 on the left and 2018 on 
the right (left, NARA College Park and right ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 661. Looking north at the west perimeter road (now Eisenhower Boulevard)  
in 1965 on the left and 2018 on the right (left, NCA Archives and right ERDC-CERL). 

 

Figure 662. Looking south at the Bailey Avenue Gate in 1932 on the 
left and 2018 on the right (left, NCA Archives and right ERDC-CERL). 
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6 Summary and Recommendations 

6.1 Landscape features  

The Chattanooga National Cemetery was established in 1863 and was de-
signed by Chaplain Thomas B. Van Horne, U.S.A. The original cemetery 
design was circular in shape with placement of burial sections of various 
shapes dictated by the rocky terrain. A curvilinear roadway bisected the 
site and encircled the top of the hill. The flagpole was located at the high-
est elevation within the cemetery at the top of the hill. The cemetery was 
originally bordered by a stone wall, which has been replaced as the ceme-
tery has expanded over the years. A second roadway ran along the interior 
of the perimeter wall. The main entrance to the cemetery, until 1981, was 
Cemetery Avenue to the Gateway Arch. Since the 1940s, administration fa-
cilities are located to the north along Bailey Avenue, and the service area to 
southwest of the cemetery.  

6.1.1 Character-defining landscape features 

Key character-defining landscape features that reflect the original design 
intent of the cemetery include the following: 

• The landscape inside Eisenhower Boulevard still has most of the char-
acter-defining features of the original cemetery. The oldest burial sec-
tions (sections A-S) are in the same locations depicted in the 1866 plan 
in Harpers Weekly. Even the newer sections (such as BB, P, U, QQ 
etc.) for the most part correspond to unlettered sections in same layout 
plan from 1866.  

• The oldest geometric burial sections are still mostly intact, meaning for 
the most part no new burials have been added to detract from the origi-
nal design (unlike Marietta National Cemetery). In addition, the sepa-
rations between the geometric burial areas continued even after the 
1940s expansion.  

• Historically the eastern portion of the cemetery, formerly leased to 
Chattanooga for a city park, was wooded in character, and the south-
eastern portion remains the most wooded section of the cemetery. 

• The axial relationship of Lookout Mountain, the Gateway Arch (the for-
mer main entrance), the flagpole on the hill, and since the 1940’s, the 
Bailey Avenue entrance has been maintained. 
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• The roadways after the addition of the Gateway Arch, MacArthur 
Drive, and the circle drive at the top of the hill and since the 1940s, Ei-
senhower Road, and since the 1980s, Holtzclaw Avenue Gate and Nim-
itz Drive. 

• Flagpole/flagstaff at the highest point in the cemetery. 

• Deciduous trees arrayed in a picturesque design throughout the site, 
providing areas of shade and the feeling of open and enclosed spaces.  

• Uniform and regularly spaced white marble headstones. 

• View from the former main entrance north toward the flagpole. 

• The screening of the service areas from public view by berm and vege-
tation.  

6.1.2 Character-defining buildings and structures 

Key character-defining buildings and structures include the following: 

• The Gateway Arch, built as the main entrance in 1879, is the only re-
maining structure from the picturesque period.  

• The highest point of the cemetery, now called Memorial Circle, con-
tained the flagpole, rostrum (demolished 1958), four upright gun mon-
uments, and since 1992 new memorial monuments.  

• The restroom, formerly an administration building built in 1936, rec-
tangular in shape and covered with limestone faced walls.  

• The Bailey Avenue stone wall and gate built between 1945 and 1948.  

• Service buildings located in the southwest corner of the cemetery. The 
first two buildings built in 1949 and the third wing connecting the two 
built in 1981.   

• Original chain-link fence along the south side of the cemetery. In 1945, 
chain-link fence was also added on the west side along the railroad line 
and Central Avenue.  

• The main entrance gate and fence along Holtzclaw Avenue constructed 
by 1981. 

• The Administration Building, constructed in 1988, is an L-shaped 
building faced in limestone and located between the restroom and the 
Bailey Avenue gate.  

• The Armed Forces Memorial, a pavilion located adjacent to the Gate-
way Arch and the lake, was constructed in 1996.  

• The Columbarium, constructed in early 2000-2010, is concrete block 
faced in cast stone.  
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• Committal Shelters A and B built in 2002.  

6.2 Landscape treatment 

The Secretary of the Interior is responsible for establishing professional 
standards and providing advice on the stewardship of cultural resources 
listed on or as eligible for the NRHP. The Secretary’s standards describe 
four basic approaches to the treatment of historic landscapes.90 

6.2.1 Restoration approach 

Restoration is the act or process of accurately depicting the form, fea-
tures, and character of a property as it appeared at a particular period in 
time. This process includes reconstruction of missing features from the 
restoration period and removal of features from all other periods. The ap-
proach can be considered only when the property’s significance during a 
particular period of time outweighs the loss of extant elements from other 
historical periods, and when there is substantial physical and documentary 
evidence for the work, and when contemporary alterations and additions 
are not planned. 91 

Restoration is not an appropriate approach for the Chattanooga National 
Cemetery since changes to the cemetery have occurred over an extended 
period of time (1866–present), and the period of significance extends in 
perpetuity. 

6.2.2 Reconstruction approach 

Reconstruction is the act or process of using new construction to depict 
a non-surviving site, landscape, building, structure, or object as it ap-
peared at a specific period of time and in its historic location. The ap-
proach is appropriate only when the property’s significance during a 
particular period of time outweighs the potential loss of extant features 

                                                   
90 National Park Service, The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Proper-

ties with Guidelines for the Treatment of Cultural Landscapes, edited by Charles A. Birnbaum with 
Christine Capella Peters, (Washington, DC: U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, 
1996), 3. 

91 Ibid., 89–90. 
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that characterize other historical periods. In addition, there must be sub-
stantial physical and documentary evidence for the work, and the work 
must be clearly identified as a contemporary re-creation.92 

Reconstruction is a viable path for maintaining the Chattanooga National 
Cemetery since this report contains sufficient documentary evidence to re-
construct elements of the landscape that have changed or have been re-
moved from the cemetery over the years—particularly the removed trees, 
street trees, shrubs, and other landscaping features such as benches. 

6.2.3 Preservation approach 

Preservation involves applying measures to sustain the existing form, 
integrity, and materials of a historic property. This approach focuses on 
stabilizing and protecting extant historic resources, rather than replacing 
missing elements. It is appropriate when a historic property is essentially 
intact and does not require extensive repair or replacement; depiction at 
one particular period of time is not appropriate; and when continuing or 
new use does not require additions or alterations.93 

Preservation is a potential management treatment for the Chattanooga 
National Cemetery due to the large amount of intact resources.  

6.2.4 Rehabilitation approach 

Rehabilitation allows repairs, alterations, and additions necessary to en-
able a compatible use for a property as long as the portions or features 
which convey the historical, cultural, or architectural values are preserved. 
This approach is appropriate when depiction at one particular period of 
time is not appropriate, repair or replacement of deteriorated features is 
necessary, and alterations or additions are needed for a new use.94 

Rehabilitation is appropriate for Chattanooga National Cemetery as the 
landscape has changed over time, and the new projects provide the oppor-
tunity for rehabilitation of the historic landscape that meet the Standards.  

                                                   
92 Ibid., 127–129. 
93 Ibid., 17–18. 
94 Ibid., 47–48. 



ERDC/CERL TR-19-6  565 

 

6.3 Management issues and recommendations 

The Chattanooga National Cemetery is federally owned and operated by 
the NCA, and the cemetery is listed on the NRHP. As such, the NCA con-
sults for all undertakings that affect the cemetery with the State of Tennes-
see, Tennessee Historical Commission. The THC serves as the State 
Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) for consultation purposes.  

6.3.1 Management issues 

Current landscape management issues include the following: 

• The closure of the former main entrance and the construction of the 
lake and new service building has changed the character of the ceme-
tery.  

• The entrance drive, formerly Cemetery Avenue, no longer exists. The 
only entrance now from the southwest is the Back Gate. The area out-
side the cemetery to the southwest is highly industrial and a new build-
ing blocks the former entrance road (Cemetery Avenue).  

• Removal of hedges and shrubs has negatively impacted the design and 
feel of the cemetery. 

• Lack of a plan listing tree species and age and estimated replacement 
date. 

• Tree removal without replacement has led to a lack of tree diversity, 
and a lack of diversity can lead to massive loss from disease and/or 
pests. 

• Lack of seating areas, which were provided historically. 
• Lack of a rostrum for a cemetery that previously had one also detracts 

from the cemetery’s story. 
• Visitors are unaware of the landscape design history of the cemetery. 
• Visitors are unaware of significant trees in the cemetery. 

6.3.2 Historic landscape recommendations 

The following actions are recommended to address the issues outlined 
above in section 6.3.1: 

• Do not add new internments into geometric sections inside Eisenhower 
Boulevard. 
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• Consideration should be given to opening the Bailey Avenue entrance 
to consistent pedestrian use for the bus stops along Bailey Avenue. 

• The Memorial Circle of Honor has lost its focus with the demolition of 
the Rostrum in 1958 and the removal of the vegetation. The addition of 
the memorials without an overarching location plan has diminished 
the historic character as well.  

• Develop a memorial and monument location plan. 
• Develop a plan to replace the missing Bivouac of the Dead plaques and 

the missing “An Act to Establish and to Protect National Cemeteries” 
plaques. 

• Consideration should be given to rebuilding the original rostrum.   
• Develop a management plan that preserves the historic characteristics 

of the cemetery landscape and its features. 
• Develop a planting plan based on historic vegetation planting patterns 

and plans. For example, some recent tree replantings are in rows and 
not in keeping with the picturesque historic character.  

• Review tree removal policy and consider renewing tree planting efforts. 
• Place tree species identification plaques near significant trees. 
• Review the Section 106 consultation procedures to make sure all un-

dertakings that affect the landscape are included in the consultation 
process. For example, design of the Armed Forces Memorial Pavilion 
did not take into effect the picturesque design of the cemetery. Empha-
sis should be the Gateway Arch and is now instead on the pavilion.   

• Establish consistent maintenance guidelines for all buildings, struc-
tures, and objects. 

• Develop a master plan that takes into account the historic landscape 
for the next 25-year period. 

• Update NCA real property and heritage asset list with corrected con-
struction dates and NRHP eligibility codes. 

• Future development of the southeast area (former site of Jackson Park) 
should retain the wooded character.  

• The design of the old main entrance (former Cemetery Avenue) should 
be reimagined so the changes from the late 1940s to the late 1990s co-
exist better with the picturesque design of the cemetery and the Gate-
way Arch. 

• The NCA and the city of Chattanooga should work together to improve 
the Back Gate entrance area since this was originally an important fo-
cus of the design and layout of the cemetery. For example, find ways to 
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improve access to the cemetery from the southwest, if even just pedes-
trian, from Central Avenue and Main Street bus lines since Main Street 
is becoming a commercial destination.   
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