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Operational Summary

The Gordon Research Conference (GRC) on Exttracellular Vesicles was held at the Sunday River in Newry, Maine
from August 21-26, 2016. The meeting covered a variety of scientific topics and the content presented was highly
rated by participants.

%Conference Participants

The Conference was well-attended with 143 participants. Scientists from academia represented 83% of the
participants while attendees from government accounted for 5% and those from industry totaled 12%. The meeting
also attracted a strong mix of young investigators and senior scientists. Students and post-docs accounted for 29%
of all attendees. Approximately 46% of the participants at the 2016 meeting were women.

Affliation - GRC Professional Status
= Graduate Student
= Post-Doc
= Academic - Professor
= Industry H Associate Professor
Government i Assistant Professor

- Research Scientist

H Research Director

Conference Program

The 2016 Gordon Research Conference titled "Extracellular Vesicles" presented cutting edge research on the
molecular, cellular and clinical translational aspects of the structure and function of extracellular vesicles and RNA.
The conference featured a wide range of topics such as vesicle isolation and characterization with an emphasis on
protein content, extracellular RNA, extracellular vesicle biogenesis, vesicle cargo loading and targeting RNA,
extracellular vesicles in tissue injury and repair, the role of extracellular vesicles in inflammation, extracellular
vesicles in cancer, extracellular vesicles and thrombosis, extracellular vesicles in neurobiology and non-mammalian
and plant extracellular vesicles. Invited speakers represented a variety of scientific and clinical disciplines including
biochemistry, molecular genetics, cell biology, cardiovascular biology, hematology, oncology, pulmonary medicine,
and neurobiology. The conference brought together a collection of investigators who are at the forefront of their
field and provided opportunities for junior scientists and graduate students to present their work in poster format and
exchange ideas with leaders in the field. Some poster presenters were selected for short talks. The collegial
atmosphere of this conference, with programmed discussion sessions as well as opportunities for informal gatherings
in the afternoons and evenings, provided an avenue for scientists from different disciplines to brainstorm and
promote cross-disciplinary collaborations in the various research areas.

Conference Budget
Funding provided by the Army Research Office supported partial registration for 5 post docs, 4 graduate students, 8
assistant professors, 3 associate professors, 2 research scientists, 1 research director, and 2 physicians/physician
scientists at the GRC

Conference Feedback




Participants had an opportunity to provide feedback at the end of the Conference. The feedback collected from the
meeting was extremely positive. Evaluations included numerous positive remarks regarding the variety of topics,
exposure to new methodologies, and the numerous opportunities to discuss these topics at length.

GRC would like to thank the Army Research Office for its continued support of the meetings. The contributions
received from the Army Research Office have been critical to the success of the conferences and are having a
measurable impact in advancing the frontiers of science worldwide.

Dr. Peter Quesenberry, GRC Chair
The Warren Alpert Medical School of Brown University

Dr. Nancy Ryan Gray
President and Chief Executive Officer
Gordon Research Conferences
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Discussion
Coffee Break

Andrew Hoffman (Tufts University, USA)

"Circulating Exosome miRNA in Naturally Occurring Canine Non-lschemic Heart Diseases"
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Leonora Balaj (Massachusetts General Hospital, USA)

"Characterization of the Extracellular Content Released from Glioblastoma Cells"
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Aleksandar Milosavljevic (Baylor College of Medicine, USA)
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Coffee Break
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