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SECRET 


PAID' I 

TEE GliERAl 9I1tIATICfJ D! KOR~, .. 1AOOL!T ro 15 
SEPTE1LBER 1950 

BY the 1st of A~~st 1950, the United Nations Forces in Korea found 

themselves compressed into a tight perimeter. The south flank of this 

line rested just west of MASAN, the center curved around TAmU, and the 

nort~ern flank ran east to the sea north of POHANG. The ~erimeter was 

held by elements of five US Divisions - the 24th, 25th, and 2d Infantrv 

Divisions, the 1st CavalrY Division, the 1st Marine Bril':ade of the 1st 

Marine Division, and six Republic of Korea DiVisions. (1) 

On 7 Au~ust, the first sustained counterattack of the war by L"S 

troops was launched on the south flank of the perimeter to drive the enemy 

back from positions which threatened PUSAN. The 1st Brigade, US Marines 

partiCipated in this successful attack. (2) 

To make up for these losses in the south, the enemy attacked strongly 

towards TAEGU and captured POHANG on the east coast from the South Koreans. 

After POHANG was recaptured with the aid of a US Task Force and the attack 

on TAIDU stopped, the indications were that the enemy had made his last bip: 

effort. But these indioations proved to be very misleading when in the 

first two weeks of September, the North Koreans launched an all out 

offensive which seriously threatened TAEGU frontally end by envelopment 

from the east; the entire u}l line between TAEGU and POHANG was pushed back 

until an enemy breakthrough seemed likely. Only by the greatest skill 

and maneuyer, d1d the E1ghth ~y prevent d1saster. It was at this 

oritical point that one of the most daring and successful amphibious 

operations of modern warfare reversed the tide of war completely. (3) 

OPERATION CHROMITE 

Operations Plan 100 B with code name CHROMITE was coneeived 1MB 

than two weeks after the war started, when General of the Army Dou~las 

(1) EUSAK Periodic Operations Report for 1 AUI':ust 1950. 

(2) EUSAK Periodic Operations Report for 7 August 1950. 

(3) Congratulatory Message, Pres1dent Truman and Joint Chie1's 01' Staff 

to General MacArthur. 
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MacArthur told hie Ohie1' 01' Stet'1', Major General Edward II. Alaond, to 

besin coneidering a plan tar an amphibious assault on the east ar west 

coaet ot Karea. Inchon fte deterlll1ned UpOD as the amphibious landing 

area atter an exhaustive study had been cClllplated. (1) 

As a r.eult 01' General MacArthur's direct1Te, COOn: Operation P1~ 

100 B was prepared and published on 12 August. The plan bol~ called 

tor the committing or the G~ R.serv. and the 1st Marin. Division in an 

amph1bious operation to seize the Inchon-Beoul area and cut the min line 

01' en8II\Y cOlllll1W1ications and supply to hi. armie. 1n the south. In 

conjunction with this seaborne ellYeloPlllent, Bighth Arrq ...s to launch a 

major otteneive trOlll the south, and driving in a narthltester17 direction 

along the axis '1'....~.JOIl-BulroJl. to .1'1'ect a junctur. with the amphibious 

1'orC.II at S.oul. (2) '!'h. Navy (3) and the Air Porce had important rol.1I 

ot transportation, lIecurit7, naval gunfir. eupport, carrier a1l'cra1't IIUP­

port, and strat.gic bombing. The tactical air cover was to be t'urnish.d 

by the 1st Marine Air Wing (attached to the laDdillg 1'orc.) 8Jld eome naval 

carrier aircratt support. Th. objective 01' Plan 100 B wall the destruction 

01' the North Kor.an Army eouth 01' the line Inchon-Beoul-Utchln. (4) 

THI ORGANIZATION 011' X CORM 

As a cover tor the organization 01' the invasion tare., General Almond 

continued as Chiet 01' statt, GHQ, no. His new statt had ths title, Special 

Planning Sta1't. GHQ.. and hie command was carri.d under GHQ. reSarT.. '!'h. 

command ftS to be d.signated X Corps and the tinal allsignment of torc.s 

ftS published in Operation Order No.1, GHQ" tllC 30 August 1950. The 

major unitll aseigned wer. the 1st Marine Division, which includ.d the battle 

teeted 1st Marine Brigade t'rom Eighth Army, the 7th Int'antry DiVision, 92d 

Armored neld Artillery Battalion (155l11li How), the 96th Pield Artillery 

(1) Stat_nt ot Lient.nant General Edward II. Almond 

(2) Yap A. 

(3) Commander Amphibious Group On. and COJ!llll8nder Attack Poroe CTl!' 90 Opn 

Order 14-50 

(4) cncn: Operation Plan 100 B, 12 August 1950. 
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Battalion (155 Row), the 50th AAA AW Battal.ion (SP), Co A Reint' , 56th 

~hibious Tank and Tractor Battalion, the 19th lnRineer Combat Group, 

and the 2d ~1neer Special Br1llade. Semce units brought the strength 

of the X Corps to 69,450. The 3d Intantry DiTision and the l87th Air­

borne Regimental Combat Team were retained in GHQ, um Reserve for future 

employment with X Carps. The 17th ReK Infantry Regiment joined the Corps 

at INCHON on 23 September. 

When Major General Cl.ark L. Ruftner, General Almond's Chief of Staff, 

assemb1ed the nuc1eus of X Corps Headquarters on 15 August 1950, it marked 

the beginning 01' one of the most succellsful races against time in mil! tary 

annals. The target date wall 15 September, just one month away. Failure to 

meet that deadline meant almost a month's delay be~ore another landing 

attempt could be made. For only a short Dariod each month, would tidal 

conditions at INCHON permit an assault landing across the beaches. The 

tide Taried over 31 feet between ebb and rIo.. (1) But s month's de1ay 

could have meant deteat for UN Forces in South Korea. On the other side of 

the scales was the fact that amphibious doctrine called for at least 160 days 

to plan and mount such a large scale operat.ion. (2) In spite of the great 

odds against it and the serious doubts of many experts, the X Corps of 

almost 70,000 men was organized and equipped, moved to staging areas, 

embarked and transported to Korea in time to make a successful amphibious 

assault at IN::HON on D-Day, the 15th of September. 

THE TERRAIN* 

I - GENERAL DESCRIPTION 

SEOUL area is one of the few lowland tracts in mountainous Korea. 


The City of SEOtlL, with its port of Ul:HON, combine to make a focal point. 


The HAN-gang passes through SEOUL but ~lows into the sea north of the area. 


(1) Annex B, par 2, Opn Plan, Com 7th Flt No.9-50. 

(2) Amphibious Operations Manual, US Army. 

'"Extracts Terrain Han.dbook No. 65, F&:. 
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Sect.ions or the dver-plain are undul.at.1~. Sout.h or Inchon, hill" appear 

close to the shore; the coastline is somet1llles steep end high. ix\:.ensin 

drying mud-flats, up to eight miles wide, fringe the coastline and surround 

the ott-lying islands, making navigation difficult. The Inchon area is 

subject to one of the most extreme tidal ranges in the world, exceeding )1'. 

A hill;r island, Wolmi-do, about one mile by hall a mile, protects 

Inchon harbor. AFproaches to the mainland are restricted by other small 

islands, and channeled by the multitude of mud-flats. * 

Inchon is located on a hilly promontory dissected by small £lat 

stream valle:r~ and is backed by rough terrain. Farther inland are exten­

sive valley flat" and lowlands planted in rice. The rice fields, wet in 

summer, impede cross country movanent. 

Near Seoul, the valley 'is of irregular width, "enerally varying between 

one-two miles. 1'1'.e inland hills are steeper than those near the coast, 

risir.g to approxi.ma tel:r 2700 feet. The main road and rail routes are 

wir.ding and restricted. 

3ecul is the main canmercial center Of Korea and is a major road and 

railroad junction. Principal roads run south to Taejon, southeast to 

Chungju and PuSBIl, west to Inchon, northwest to Pyongyang and northeast 

to iVonsan. 

The Han-gang at Seoul is from 2Q()...500 yards ldde, and is a barrier 

to N/S movement. The current is moderate to swift; banks are steep and 

frequently diked; the channel is nearly 1000 yards wide near the mouth. 

Korea has an abundant water supply, ltlich however, requires purifi­

cation. Rainfall varies frcm 20 inches a year in the north to 60 inches 

in the south. JUDe - September is th~ rainy sesson. On the small orf­

shore islands water is very scarce. 

Seoul and Inchon have municipal water works. The Han-gang is the main 

source of supply, and is purified for domestic ccnsumption. 

*Extracts Terrain Handbook Number 65, FEe. 
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Irrigation is extensiTely emplOTed. Seasonal flooding ot rice paddies 

hinders military operations. 

II - Kn.ITARY IJIPORTA!'I)E 

A. 	 Significance. 

The Seoul-Inchon area lies in a cODDanding position at the head of 

most major transportation and communication arteries ot Korea. Topo­

graphic corridors radiate from the lower Han-gang Talley to the east to­

wards Wonllan, to the north towards Pyongyang, and to the south towards 

'l'aejon. A force occupying this area 18 in a position to block almost 

all routes or North-South or East-West movement at the waist of the Korean 

peninsula. 

The Inchon area is important in its location at the head of the 

broad, shallow Imperatrice Qult, which otfers shelter and ice-tree 

anchorage for large numbers of Tessels. Inchon is the _jor port 01' 

cel;ltral Korea and Seoul is the most important city. The tertlle Han­

gang valley is the most important food prodUCing area in Korea. 

B. Military Development. 

Developments 01' the North Korean Forces included light and temporary 

f'ort1f'1cat1ons and emplacements. The Kimpo Airf'1elcl is the only I!l8jor 

airfield in the area. 

THE ENELIY'* 

Enemy torces in the Inchon-8eoul area consisted prinCipally of' major 

headquarters, a replacement center, anti-aircraft defenses, operating 

personnel tor an a1rf'1eld, m1nor port, coastal defenses, and an army 

garrison force. In addition, in this area the North Koreans drafted re­

placements for North Korean forces; however, the state of training and 

mental attitude 01' these hastily mobilized "recruits" did little to in­

crease the enemy potential in the objective area. UN prisoners of war 

were interrogated in Seoul, at the prisoner of war enclosure located 

in the city. ROX cities and towns occupied by North Korean forces had 

·Extracts from X Corns Intelligence Summaries for August and September 1950 
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politica). a4Yisory groupe ot approximately 5 Soviets, and had counter­

eepionage groupe of 7 or e Soviete. The total enl!llDY strength in SEOUL 

was estimated to cOIUl1st of apprOXimately 5,000 troops; enemy strength 

at INCHON was reported on 25 JUlY as 1.000; enemy strength at KIKPO 

Airfield estimated at about 500; enemy strength at UI~ONGBO. undetermIned. 

conSisted ot a "large" replacement training center. The lO7th Regiment 

occupied three locations northeast of SEOUl. EneDIY forces. capable of 

reinforcing the INCBDlI - SBOUI. objective area. consisted ot uncommitted 

reserve divisions in rear ot the line of contact with l!!OSAK, line- ct­

communication type regiments in occupi~d territory, and small g~~ison 

forces still located in North Korea. The enemy was incapable of organ­

IziDg addItional cCllllbat dIvlsIoll8 ot the standard engagIng EUSAK. 

However, provieional regImental combat teams, brigades, or det'enslve 

c~da were Within his capabilIt1es tor reInforcement. Est1mstes ot 

eneJll1 strength proved to be very accurate as the operat1on progressed. 

Por what the three highest raDklng North Koree.n POW's thought ct 

the IlIlHON - S!lOUL Operatioll8, see attached interrogatIoll8 beginning p 26. 
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'mE PIAN FOR THE rN::HON-5EOUL OPERATION 

The deta1led orders for the execution of tbe XOOrp5 mIssion wen 


published in Operations Order No 1, XCorps 28 August 1950. (1) 


The details of the amphibious assault landing by the 1st Marina Divi­

sion were published in Operation Order 2, 1st Marine Division and Opsra­

tions Orders 14 and l5 Cn- 90, USN. 

A Battalion Landing Team of the 1st lbl.r1ne Division was to make an 

Initial landiIlg on WOUlI-DO (a."qEl!2'1 BEACH) at 0630 hours. D-Iley, to secure 

that Island prior to the major landing by the balance ot the division. 

This step was essential because of the commanding position of the Island 

in relation to the Inchon shoreline. (2) 

Atter the Wolmi-do landing the principal landings were to be made ~71 
1730 hours, D-De:r, on RED, YELLOW, and BLUE beaches at Inchon by the 1st 

!&rine Division (less one Regimental Combat Team) (Reinforc'ed) landiIlg in 

amph1b1ous assault. Th1s div1s1on was then to seize a beachhead in the 

Inchon area. The beachhead was to bs expanded rapidly by the 1st Marine 

Division to include Kimpo Airfield and the Han River line west of Seoul. 

The advance was to continue to seize and secure the city of Seoul, the 

terrain commanding Seoul, and measuras taken to secure the Corps left flank~ 

The 7th Infantry Division (Reinforced) plus X Corps troops, were to lanl 

administratively from second and third echelon Navy convoys in the city of 

Inchon at a time to be designated arter D-Day. The 7th Infantry Division 

was given the mission or protecting the Corps right flank and expanding the 

beachhead to the south of Seoul as far as Osan if necessary. (3) This 

DiviSIon was to provide one Regimental Combat Team for Corps Reserve. 

The 17th ROK Infantry Heg1ment was to occupy Seoul on order after its 

capture by the 1st Marine Division. 

The l87th Airborne Regimental Combat Team was to prepare for airborne 

or ground operations, or act as Corps Reserve depending on how the operation 

developed. 

Logistical support was to be initially the responsibility or the 1st 

Marine Division until the Inchon Base Commend could erteot a reliet. The 

Kimpo Task Foree was to establish an a1r baDe at K1mpo Airfield and provide 

tor itB defense. The Seoul Area COIIIIlland was to be prepared to assume aamin­

1strat1ve responsibilities ror the City or Seoul, and to work with the South 

\.K~rean Government in the c1ty's rehabilitation. 
(1) Operation Order No 1, X Corps, 28 August 1950 (2) Map B (3) Map C 
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CHRONOLOGY Ol" IMPORTANT 2.VENTS 

1. 	 The Inchon Landing by the 1st Marine Division, 15 Sep 1950 

2. 	 The Capture of Kimpo Airfield by the 5th 1~rine Regiment, 

17 Sep 1950 . .I . 	 . . C;jO
Z(», /i/Jr/ C:P>( C,,'!.; c;"er;(?,,::r /r; /-'V;CHCVY /.£00-- /"l 5/",~ /y 

3. 	 First Ran River Crossing,by 5th Marine ROT, 20 Sep 1950 
51 

4. 	 Capture of Suwon by 3;d ROT, 21 Sep 1950 
j, 

5. 	 Capture of Yongdungpo by the 1st Marine ROT, 23 Sep 1950 

6. 	 Second Han River Crossing by the 1st 1~rine RCT, 24 Sep 1950 

7. 	 Third Han River Crossing by the 32d ROT, 25 Sep 1950 

8. 	 Juncture with 8th Army by the 31st ROT, 26 Sep 1950 

9. 	 Capture or Seoul by the 1st 1~ine Division and.~~7th 
US Infantry Division, 26 Sep 1950 
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THE X CORPS OPERATIONS 15-30 SEPI'EMBER 

1. INCHON lANDING 

At 0628 hours 15 Septelllber 1950 the 3d Battalion landing Team (BLT 3) 


of the 5th Marine Regiment crossed the line of departure and initiated the 


first amphibious assault landing (1) of American Forces against an enemy 

s lnce Easter Sunday 1945 When the US Tenth itJ:1JfI! landed on Okinawa. 

Beginning at 0602, ne.val air mde the first strike of the day against 

WOLMI-DO followed by more air strikes on the island end targets of opportu­

nUy inland. Beginning et 0624, heavy shelling of WOUlI-DO by Cruiser Di­

vision 5 effectively reduced enemy gun end other emplaoements covering Green 

Beach. At 0633 the first wave was on the beach and wi thin 88 minutes the 

3d BLT Commander reported WOLMI-DO secured. 

late in the morning, the 3d BLT began to advance on SO-WOLMI-DO, a smll 

promontory extending south trom WOLMI-DO. The North Koreans began a trial 

asoape trom the island, but were bombed on the causaway leading to INCHON, 

and those who attempted to swim toward land were strafed. By 1100 the Marines 

were cleaning up what little enemy resistance was lett on SO-WOLMI-DO. 

At 1645 hours the 1st wave of the 1st Marine Regiment (reinforced) 

consisting of Armored Amphibious Tractors of Company "Att, 56th Amphibious 

Tank and Tractor Battalion, USA, crossed the line of departure and headed 

for Blue Beach. The landing wave of the regimental reserve (BLT-l!l) landed 

on the sea wall enclosing the salt flats well to the left of Blue BeaCh. This 

mistake was due to great clouds of dust and smoke which hid the beach and 

navigational aides. Succeeding waves, including some LVTs carrying troops of 

assault elements, were diverted in time and led to the proper beaches. (2) 

At 1732 hours, 2d and 3d Battalions of the 1st Marine Regiment, deSignated 

assault elements, commenced landing on Blue Beach. Assault troops were forced 

to climb over the fifteen foot high sea wall adjoining Blue Beach 2, using 

aluminum scaling ladders designed for the purpose. With the assault troops, a 

(l) Support Air Control Center, USN Teletype Report 15 Sept 
(2) 5th Marines Special Action Report 6 Sept - 7 Oot 1950 
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tiT B'UlE BEliCH, iNCHON,KOREA 



platoon of engineers 1~~eQiately began improving the landing sites by installlng 

eargo nets over the sea wall and breaching it by means of explosives. The assault 

troops reorganized their units in accordance with well coordinated plans and began 

to move inland toward their objective. As the assault troops moved forward they 

met light opposition consisting mostly of small arms fire and mortar fire; however, 

because or the enemy's inadequate observation, the assault elements were saved 

trom accurate enemy mortar and automatic weapons fire. (1) 

ROT 5 (-) lanQed at 1732 on Red Beach north of the WOLMI-DO causeway. The 

landing was made with two Battalions abreast in columns of companies against 

moderate opposition with only light casualties. Under cover of darkness the 

high ground immediately to the rear of the beach was seized at 2000 hours where 

the landing force halted and reorganized. By 2230 patrol~ were dispatched to the 

OA Line. (Map C). The OA Line was reached without opposition and outposted for 

the night; by 1830 hours, the Regimental Command Post was established ashore. 

On 16 September at 0206 all objectives along the 0-1 Line in the 1st Marine 

Regiment zone of action were seized and occupied. Hills 180 and 233 were outposted 

in strength by BLT-3/l and by noon the 0-3 Line was reached. At 1600 an attack to 

the BHL was launched and by dark the 1st Marines had advanced some 2000 yards. 

Throughout the night harassing, interdiction, and illumination fires were fired on 

selected targets. 

During the same period. the 5th Marine Regiment launched an attack to capture 

the remainder of INCHON and other division objectives. The attack at 0630, was 

launChed 1n a column of Battalions with the 2d Battalion in the lead. The column 

:pushed east along the main east - west roads through the city. By 1100 the divi­

8ion 0-3 Line was secured against light resistance, and on the right flank contact 

was made with the 1st Harine Regiment. The 3d KMO Battalion, atteched to 5th 

Marines, mopped up enemy snipers in the city. 

The rapidly moving 2d and 3d Battalions secured the EHL against scattered 

resistance just prior to darkness. (2) 

The seizure ot INCHON by the 1st and 5th Marine Regiments secured INCHON 

Harbor as a base through which 7th Division and other Oorps elements could be 

(1) 1st Marines Special Action Report 1-30 September 1950 
(2) 5th Marines Special Action Report 5 Sept - 7 October 1950 
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landed expeditiously. 

On 17 Se~te~ber after a quiet night the 5th Marine Reeiment was attack­

ed at 0600 by 6 enemy T-34 tanks and apnroximately 200 Infantry in the zone 

of the 2d Battalion. All the tanks were destroyed by Marine ':'anks, recc.il ­

less rifles, and rocket launchers; ell enemy infantry were either killed or 

wounded. ':'he enemy tanks were all~;ed to edvance without opposition until 

they came in sight of the tank and anti-tan}: positions; when friendly tanks 

opened fire, Marine Infantry elements closed in on three sides to com~lete 

the destruction. 

For the remainder of the day friendly attacks advanced a~ainst 1i~ht 

opposition to seize Objectives Baker and Easy. 

2. KIMPO AIRFIELD CAPTURED 17 SEPTEKE1!:R 1950 

As soon as Objective Baker Vias passed by the 1st Battalion, 5tb ::'orine 

Regiment, the 2d Battalion pushed north, with 2 platoons of tanks attached, 

to seize KIlLPO Airfield. At 2020, under cover of darkness, KH!PC Airfield 

was secured against moderate resistance. 

At 0700, the let 1:arine Regiment !lad jumped off in the attack and met 

with stiffer resistance than they had previously experienced. By 1300 the 

BHL was reached by 1st end 2d Battalions with the aid of supportln~ fires. 

By 0910, G Company, 1st b.~arine Regiment, mounted on tan!-:::s of B Company, 

1st Tank Battalion, spearheaded a drive alon;; the S"X)UL - IlJCHCN Hi n:hway , to­

ward RCT-l objective and ran into heavy resistance. 'The troops dismcunted 

for the assault. The remainder of the 2d Battalion, loaded on DUI{,~s, follow­

ed at 1600, and by 1830 all elenents were dug in for the night. 

Cn 18 September tbe 2d Battalion, 1st ;',;arine Rer.>;irr.ent re<leived artillery 

fire in the early morning. At 0645, the 1st and 3d Battalions, supDorted by 

tanks, jumped off in an attack. The 2d Battalion followed the 3d Battalion. 

Progress WHS steady against enemy small arms fire. Casualties for the daY 

were light. 

'The 2d Battelion, 5th l.~arine Regiment, in the early norning hours re­

ceived a series of uncoordinated counterattacks until 0500, when the eneny, 

approximately 200 strong, attacked fanatically~ This attack was also re­

pulsed by a well executed defense in depth, and tte enemy suf"ered 

heavy casualties. By 0800 hours, 18 September, the :(r.':pc "rea U'2P C) 
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was ccmp1ete17 cleared ot enany. 

The 1st Battalion. 5th Uarine Regiment continued to attack at day break 

and occup~ed Object~V8 FOX over1ooking YONGDUNGPO by 0930. Just bef'ore noon 

the 2d Battalion reached positions (Objective DOG) overlooking the HAN River. 

The 5th Karine Reg1Jllental CP displaced to K:WFC Airfield at 1245. 

On 18 Sept_ber elements or the 7th Division consisting of the 32d Infant!') 

Reg:illlent. 7th Reconnaissance Caapany. and part of the 73d Tank Battalion had 

landed at INCHON. 

On 19 September the 1st Marine Regiment attacked in zone at 1030 vdth two 

Battalions abreast. The 3d Battalion. on the left. made rapid advances against 

resistance consisting of' small arms and mortar fire. The 2d Battalion met a 

wall organized center ot resistance immediately after the jump off. 

The 1st Marine Regiment had met increasingly heavy resistance each day. 

Fraa the 11ne of departure f'orward the greater portion of the INCHON - SEOUL 

H18hwaT was found. to be mined in well selected locations. 

At l2OO, 32d Infantry Regiment, attached to the 1st Marine Division, re­

lieved tIlle 1st Karin_ Divia-ion e1ements on the right f1ank. The 2d Battalion 

of the 32d Intmtry Re&im_nt relieved the 1st Battalion of the 1st Marine Regi­

lIIent south o! the INCHON - smut Highway. The enemy continued to withdraw 

slowl.T to the hills south of the SEOUL - INCHON Highway, where the terrain is 

favorable for defensive tactics. 

BLT lis had been ordered late 18 September to prepare to attack and seize 

Hills SO and 55 at 0700 the next morning. Before the scheduled attack on the 

19th. Caapany C began to receive heavy ~l arms and sporadic mortar fire at 

0615 rran Hill 11.8. At dawn "",al1 groups were observed advancing toward the 

airfield in front of Canp8ll1 C and other groups were mOving across the rice 

paddy to the front of the Ccmpany' 5 position. Action was pranptly taken to cut 

orf the' at.\&ok. Whlle the ensny attack was being held by Canpany C, Canpany B 

began an attack to envelop Hill 118. After a heavy artillery concentration and 

air strike, Ccapany B succeeded. in taking the objective. This enabled Canpany 

C to move forward and take the ridge to the left. By 1055 Hill 118 was secured. 

While awaiting the arrival of tanks, Canpany C and Canpany B consolidated 
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their positions before beginnin;:; the attack on Hills 80 and 85. The enemy was 

routed from Hill 80 by an air strike. Hill 85 was seized and occupied and the 

vills'Ses to the rear were cleared. :'Ihen enemy art illery, mortar, and small arllJ8 

fire were directed aGainst tbe Marine positions on Hills 80 and 85, a perirr~ter 

defense Was set in on the reverse slopes of the two hills. 1st Battalion, 5th 

Marine Regiment was relieved by 1st Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment. 

3. FIRST HAN RIVER CROSSH<G 

The 5th Marine Regiment began hurried preparations for the crossing of the 

HAN River. At 1900 a reconnaissance patrol departed from KDJ?C and arrived on 

the near bank of the HAN River at 1950. 14 swimmers departed for the far side 

of the river and reached the opposite bank at 2040 hours. A patrol reconnoitered 

the village and the high ground on the right with no oontact; the patrol then 

returned to the river bank as planned and at 2100 gave the signal for the re­

mainder of the reconnaissance company to cross the l~ River. The Company em­

barked in nine (9) amphibious tractors. At midstream, the enemy, which had been 

hidden on the high ground, opened fire with machine guns and mortars. The LVTs 

were ordered to return to the south bank. The swimmers were being fired upon and 

were also directed to return to the south bank. 

The Marine B1'Iimmers determined that the beach locati.on on the far bank at the 

old ferry site was suitable for the landing of LVTs. 

During the day addi·tional elements of the 7th Division came ashore and moved 

to support the 32d Infantry Regiment which continued to attack to the east. The 

7th Reconnaissance Company maintained contact with the 1st Marine Division on the 

7th Division north (left) flank. 

On 20 September the 5th Marine Regiment (Reinf) crossed the BAN River at 

0545, in column of battalions and turned southeast toward SEOUL. Arter t~e cross­

ing, the 1st Marine Engineer Battalion and the 1st Shore Party Battalion conduct­

ed ferrying operat1ons in the sector. The 3d Kl.!C Battalion assisted the river 

crossing operations by patrolling to the north on the south bank of the HAN 

River and protecting the 1st Marine Division's left flank. (1) 

Ths enemy offered stiff delaying action after the crossing of the HAN River. 

Initially the enemy held his fire, but upon reaching EAENGJU he began fighting 

in the streets and on the slopes of the small hill to the east. 

(1) 5th Marines SpeCial Action Report 5 September - 9 October 1950. 
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The 5th !farine Regiment forced the enemy in this area to withdraw to the 

southeast under cover of another enemy battalion occupying prepared posi­

tions on the rid~e line 3,000 yards southeast of the crossing site. After 

the initial phase. the enemy offered only slight resistance to the advance. 

Aided by very heavy naval and aerial bombardment, the Marines advanced to a 

point within four miles of smUL. 

To the south the 1st Marine Regiment had advanced along the IN::HON ­

SEOUL Highway against stiffening resistance; at 0430, 2d Battalion, 1st Ysrine 

Regiment, received an attack by an estimated enemy battalion northeast of the 

village of SOSA. The attack was stopped by front line units with rifle fire, 

bayonets, bazookas, and ,,(renades. later the 2d Battalion became heavily en­

gaged with the advance elements of an attacking enemy force. Following ar­

~illery concentrations the 2d Battalion started a strong counterattack which 

inflicted heavY casualties on the enemy. The remainder of the day all 1~rine 

unite held their positions on the outskirts of YOliGDU1JGPO. During the after­

noon and throughout the night friendly air and artillery continued to bomb and 

shell the town in preparation for an assault the following morning. 

During the same day the 7th Infantry Division opened its CP aahore. The 

31st ROT debarked and concentrated in the area of CHANGSU-RI to secure the area 

to the south and protect the Division south flank. The 32d ROT advanced to the 

east taking Objectives Baker, Charlie, Dog, and Easy against stiffening enemy 

rasistanc e. 

The enemy conducted a delaying action through skillful eJIlployment of anti ­

'tank mines 1n conjunction with small arms, machine guns, and mortar fire. In 

the course of the aotion, the 32d Infantry Regiment seized the commanding 

ground overlooking YOrnDUNGPO from the west and south. The X Corps had now 

gained positions from which to begin an assault on SmUL. 

On 21 September at 0630 the 1st Marine Regiment continued ~t5 advance 

alOng the IIDHON - SlIOUL Highway to YONGDUNGPO and attacked the enemy with 3 

Battalions; two from the northwest and one along the INCHON Road. The attack 

progressed against light resistance at first, but became increasingly heavy. 

l'he 1st Bn attacking from the NIl was slowed in its advance by heavY casualties. 
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"A" Canpany maneuvered to the right and entered the town fran the southwest. 

This maneuver '/laS successful and b;r nighttall "A" Canp&n;r had reached the 

road over~ooking t.he a.irst.rip. The Canpe.ny hel.d t.his posit.ion all. night. 

against enSllY attacks ld.l1ing Zl5 of the attackers. During the night the re­

mainder of the regiment prepared plans to renew the attack towards "Alt 

Compan;r's position the next day. 

The 5th lIarine Regiment continued to enlarge the bridge head across the 

HAN River driving southeast along the general axis of the railroad leading 

into the c1ty of SEOUL. The advance was slowed by artillery and mortar fire. 

The greater part of the opposition was soon reduced. However, during this 

period, t.he enemy continued t.o· attempt crossings of the HAN River in various 

sectors and to extend their guerrilla activities. 

40 CAl'TUR?I OF SUWON 21 SEPTmUlER 1959 

On "z!. SeptEll\ber t.he 2d Bat.tal.ion. 32d Infantry Regiment captured the 

strategic hill mass, Objective F, easing the pressure on the 1st l:arine Regi­

ment attacking YONGDUNaPO. The 1st Battalion, 32d Infantry Regiment captured 

the important communications center of ANYANG-NI, cutting the withdrawal route 

of enemy units to the south and preparing the fall of SUWON with its excellent 

airfield. After taking ANYAm-NI, tl:e 7th Reconnaissance Canpany continued to 

the south and entered ::rowON at ~830. The enany in the city were caught complete­

ly by surprise. The Reconnaissance Company was immediately reinforced by a 

Task Force consisting of Canpany ''K'', 32d ReT, Canpany "A", 73d Tank Battalion, 
I 
and a Flatoon of Engineers from Company ''ll'', 13th &1gineer Battalion. The G-3 

of the 7th DiVision was killed on a reconnaissance near the SUWON Airfield. 

On 22 Septeonber at 0800, the lst Marine Regiment continued their attack 

and advanced through YONGDUNGPO linking up with "A" Company, 1st Marine Regi­

ment. The enemy had apparently withdrawn all organized force~ fran the city 

during the night and the only opposition met was from sniper fire and long 

ranee mortars. The enemy had withdrawn across the HAN River leaving only a 

coverin,; force south of the river. 

lhe 2d Battalion, 7th liarine Regiment, after debarking at nCHCr;, assumed 
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responsibility in the zone of action of 3d Battalion, KMC. With the latter 

unit, and X Corps Special Operations Ccmpany attached, the 2d Battalion. 7th 

Marine Regiment protected the Corps left flank south and west of the HAN River. 

The 3d Battalion, 7th Ilarine Regiment, remained in Corps Reserve while the lilt 

Battalion continued unloading. 

During the day SUWON ,urt'ield was captured and placed in Operational status. 

Elements of the 31st Infantry Regiment moved to the SmVON area to relieve a Task 

Force of ti'e 32d Infantry Regiment made up of Canpany 11K" and tanks from the 73d 

Tank Battalion, already in that area. The 1st and 3d Battalions of the 32d 

Infantry Regiment continued to advance to the east and north in the 7th Division 

zone against moderate to light resistance. 

The 5th Marine Regiment Une west of SEOUL and north of the HAN River 

extended fran Hill 296 to SOGANG. On 23 September at (1700 the 1st Battalion, 

KUC. began an attack on enemy positions to its front in order to straighten 

out the line. Meanwhile, the 1st and 3d Battalions. 5th Marine Regiment, 

supported the advance by tire. In the advance only Slight gains were made and 

the l.st Battalion. IDlC. was unable to seize the objective. 2d Battalion, 5th 

Karine Regiment, 1Iasordered to pass through the lst Battalion, KYC, at 1500 

hours to continue the attack. After this maneuver the 1st Battalion, KMG, 

moved to an assembly area. The attacK was then continued against fierce 

resistance with heavy friendly casualties. 

The attacking force was ordered to halt and consolidate its minor gains. 

The entire attack was held up pending the reduction of the heavily fortified 

enemy position in front of the 2d Battal.ion, 5th Marine Regiment. 

The enemy launched a counterattack at l.535 hours against the 5th Marine 

Regiment positions. This attack was repul.sed. The left flank of the 5th Marine 

Regiment north of the river CroSliing llite, remained quiet throughout the day. 

5. THE CAPTURE <F YCtiGDUNGPO 

At 1600 the 3d Battalion, Illt J4arine Regiment, had lleized the HAN R1wr 

bridge approaches. The 1st and 3d Battalions, 1st Marine Regiment attacked 

and drove scme /IXX) Taros through YONGDUNGPO to positions along the south bank 

of the HAN River. During the night the enemy launched two counterattacks against 

the 1st Marine Regiment. 
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The 7th Karine Regiment had little activity in its zone. The 7th Karine 

Regimental Head~arters and the 3d Battalion moved to assembly areas north of 

the HAN River. 

The 7th Division was generally quiet at the front during this period 

lIi.th onl.y minor activity against small. units of the 9th NK Division. Ho_ 

ever, in the zone ot the 32d Infantry Regiment the enemy was PItting up 

stubborn resistance but was forced slowly to give ground. The 1st and 3d 

Battalions of the Bagimant nl"w occupied positions east of the hill mass south 

ot the HAN R1ver opposite SmUL. 

I COrpS TAe Olarine Air Group 33) furnished close air support for the 1st 

Marine Divisl.on and the 7th Infantry Division. Tot!!.l. number of sorties flown 

was 78. Total number ot aircratt reported on station tor close air support 

was 78. An estimated JIXJ en.,. troops ware destroyed in two tunnels on the 

north edge ot SEOUL. 

On 24 September the 5th Karine Regiment was subjected to enemy mortar 

and artillery tire. At 0520 the Regiment received a c01Ulterattack by 3 en&lllT 

regiments whieh was repUsed. (1) The 2d Battalion at 0640 res\llled the attack 

against heav;r resistance atter a 20 minute artillery and air preparation. The 

1st Battalion commenced moving slowly toward regimental objective 2 at 0700. 

At 0810, 3d BatttJ.ion. 5th Karine Regiment. began movement down the east sJUr 

of Hill 296 to attempt to outflank the heavy resistance in front of the 2d 

Battalion and to gain better observation to support the 2d Battalion by fire. 

With stiff resilltance tacing them, 2d Battalion, 5th Karine Regiment. 

advanced toward Hill 105 sustaining heav;r casualties. In order that the 3d 

Battalion could continue its attack in support ot the 2d Battalion. the 1st 

Battalion was directed to move their reserve canpany tran the right to the 

left flank. to relieve elements of the 3d Battalion on Hill 216. By 1430 

the 2d Battalion had seized the objective {Hill 105) suffering its heaviest 

casualties ot the Korean war. 

6. SliXtCtiD HAN RIVER C!!OSSIlfG: 24 September 

The 1st Karine Regiment began preparation tor the crossing at the HAN 

River at YtNGDUNGPO by sending reconnaissance elements to the croSSing II!. te 

early on the morning of 24 September. At first light. the Engineers attached 

(1) 'eriodic Intelligence Report. X Corps, 24 September 19.50 
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to the let Marine Reg1aelIt, began clearing the orossing area. The crossing 

of the initial battalion was delayed by mines at the crossing site. 

By 0800 a recollD.aisllllllCe party and the assault elements of the 2d Batta-

l1Q.n, 1st Marine Regiment, had crossed the RAN against sporadic mortar fire. 

Contact wae made with the 5th Jo!arine Reg1ment north of the river. The 2d 

Battalion ~ved rapidly into positions on the right flank of the 5th Marine 

Regiment and aft~ the crOSSing the 2d Battalion began advancing on the h1ll 

mass of Hill 79. This advance was continued by the 1st Battalion, which ex­

ecuted a passage of lines of the 2d Battalion to seize Hill 79, in the face 

of heavy small arms, mortar and automatic fire. By 1600 the 3d Battalion was 

released from Division Reserve and crossed the RAN to join other Marine elements. 

During this period the Marine Battalions had advanced approximately 2000 yards. 

The Marines now held an almost solid line along the western side of SJroUL. (1) 

The 17th InfantrY Regiment, 7th InfantrY Division, began preparation to 

debark at INCHON. Meanwh1le the 31st Infantry Regiment continued to consoli­

date defensive positions eouth of the airstrip at BOWON and astride the SEOUL­

TAEJ"ON Highway. The opposition continuad light in thBt sector. Late that night 

an enemy road block and five tanks were knocked out in the SUWON area. 

The 32d InfantrY Regiment, after making a surprise predawn attack with the 

2d Battalion, continued to move east against light enemy reSistance and gained 

approximately 3000 yards. 

The 3d Battalion, l87th Airborne BOT, landed at KIMPO airfield and began 

rellef of the 2d Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, on the Corps left flank south 

and west of the HAN River. 

X Corps TAO destroyed 7 enemy tanks in Sl!XlUL, destroyed several mortar 

and maChine gun emplacements and destroyed and dlspersed troops along the front. 

Eighty-one sorties were flown. 

On 25 September, prior to daYlight, the 3d Battallon, 1st Marine Regiment, 

IIIOved forward in column of companies through the 2d Bat,al1on and gained eon-

tact wlth the let Battalion on the right. Thls movement involved a 90 dlgree 

turn in the direction of the attack. The 1st Battalion was required to with­

draw elightly and pivot on its left flank, yet r8JlJ!lining within its new 

zone. 

(11 1st Marlne Special Action Report, 1-30 September 1950 
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Reorientatlon of the Regiment was particuhrly difficult due to passage of 

lines, a change in the Rdgimental direction of attack, and the unfavorable 

positions for supporting artillery on the opposite side of the HAN River. 

These problems were overcame however, without loss of control and by 0700 the 

attack to the east was Wlderway into Si::OUL. B.T noon the attack had gained 

manentum and continued forward wi th the support of tanks. At one po:l.nt in 

the adv~nce the 1st Battalion ran into ar. enemy position manned by approximately 

1000 men. Concentration by 4.2 mortars flushed several hWldred enemy troops 

fram road blocks into the open where 1st Battalion machine gunners cut them 

down. The 3d Battalion was able to reach Hill 97 where contact was made with 

the 1st Battalion. All during the dayli;;ht hours there was heavy house to 

house fighting and the advance was hampered by fires in the city. At about 

1930 hours the Marines tied in their jXlsitions for night defense. The regi­

ment had advanced approximately 2300 yards during the period. (1) 

The 2d and 3d Battalions, 5th Marine iteeiment, had attacked at 0700, 

25 September to seize that portion of SECUL in the regimental zone. Resist­

ance was light and the 3d Battalion was supported by the 2d Battalion in its 

advance on Hill 105. At 1335, 2d Battalion seized Hill 72 and continued to 

attack to seize Hill 105. The Division Re.;onr:aissance Canpany occupied Hills 

216 and 296 relievir~ elements of the 1st S~ttalion. The 1st Battalion 

assembled in the rear Gf the 3d Battalion in order to make the final attack 

for the capture of SEOUL in the regimental zone. The 3d Battalion later re­

ceived a counterattack which was repulsed. (2) This counterattack delayed 

the imnediate pursuit of the enemy who was withdrawing rapidly to the North. 

After the day's actions the regiments were occupying positions approximately 

2500 yards east of their original positions. 

During the day the 2d Battalion, 7th l.:arine Regiment was relieved by the 

3d Battalion, 1.87th Airborne RCT. The 7th Marine Regiment then attacked east in 

the viCinity of Hill 285 in coordination with other elements of the 1st Marine 

Division meeting little or no resistance. 

7. TllIlID HAN RIVER CRCSSING: 25 ~TE1!BER 

(1) 1st Marine Special Action Report, 1-30 September 1950 
(2) 5th Marine 3pecial Action Report, 6 September - 7 October 1950 
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The 32d Infantry, 7th Division, attacked across the HAN River tighten­

ing the ring around SEOUL. Within one hour after the beginning of the cross­

ing at 0630, the 2d Battalion had crossed the river in the race o£ enemy £ire 

and by 1030 was on the slopes of the dominating hill mass of the first objec­

tive. By 1900 all pr:lmary objectives had been seized and the heights im­

mediately south o£ SEOUL were in the hands o£ the 32d ReT. The 17th ROK 

Regiment crossed the river behind the 32d ReT to positions east of the 

32d RCT. The rapid advance ot the 32d RCT aided the Marine Units to con­

tinue their advance. (1) 

ReT 17 off-loaded at IN::HON and moved by foot and rail to positions 

near ANYANG-NI. Aerial observation reported the beginnings of an apparent 

withdrawal from SEXlUL by the enemy. 

1. Corps TAC placed main effort on South Mountain in SEOUL. The area 


was neutralized and enemy troops dispersed. 114 sorties were flown during 


the day and 4 during the hours of darkness. 


The time of attack of the 1st Marine Regiment for 26 September had 


been set for 0630, but on the night of 25 September the "unit was al.erted 

by CG X Corps for an attack at 0145. There immediately followed a hasty 

coordination with the 5th Yarine Regiment. As the assault was to be pre­

ceded by artill.ery fire and as the preparations for this were found inadequate 

the assault battalions were notified to stand fast, and the attack time was 

reset at 0200. However, the 3d Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment received a 

heavy enemy attack shortly before 0200 on their left fl.snk. The main force 

of the attack was directed down the SEOUL Highway fram the northeast. The 

Battalion, due to extensive preparations for the jump off, was extremely 

well prepared to meet the enemy. The enemy rushed in several tanks which 

were blasted by the Marines. This engagement cost the enemy 7 tanks destroyed 

and 3 damaged. The attacking force was estimated at l2 T-34 tanks, at least 

two self-propelled assault guns, and a heavily reinforced infantry battalion, 

supported by 120mm mortars. These efforts on the part of the enemy continued 

until 0540 when the force was finally repulsed. By 0900 the 2d Battalion, 

(1) ','Ia!' Diary Summary, 7th US Infantry Division, 1-30 September 1950 
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1st Marine Regiment, continued the attack in conjunction with the 1st Battalion 

on the right. 

~or the remainder of the day the advance through SEOUL was painstakinslY 

slow. By 1300 physical contact was established between 1st Battalion, 1st 

Marine Regiment and elements of the 2d Battalion, 32d Infantry Regiment on 

the 1st "arine Division right boundary. Patrols tiom the 3d Battalion, 

1st Marine Regiment, met patrols from the 5th 12rine Regiment at about the 

same time. (2) As soon as the attack against the 3d Battalion, 5th l!trine 

Regiment, had been repulsed at 0445 a patrol waS sent east to contact the 1st 

Marine Regiment. This was an attempt to ClOordinate pursuit of enemy elements 

to the north. Due to heavy enemy resistance the 1st Marine Regiment was un­

able to advance to the point of contact. Eowever. by 1140, the 3d Battalion, 

5th '.'<arine Regiment, launched an attack in coordination with elements of the 

1st ,~arine Regiment, after making contact. The 3d Battalion, 5th Y.arinf' 

ryegiment that afternoon advanced 500 to 600 yards against light resistance. 

The 2d Pattal10n mopped up in its zone, while the 1st Battalion, ~, mopped 

up in the areas to the rear of the regimental front line. It was generally 

quiet throughout the rest of the night in the 5th Marine Regiment zone. 

The 7th ~.'arine ~egiment continued to llrotect the Division left flank 

and the F.AN River crossing site. 

The Division Reconnaissance Company remained on Hi~l 296. 

The 3d Battalion, 18?th Abn ROT, with the 3d Korean '!arine Corps Bat-

tali on attached, continued the mission of protecting the Corps left flank on 

the KUlPO Peninsula. 1st and 2d Battalions assembled in the vicinity of KHPO 

Airfield. 

Shortly after daybreak 26 September, Company "Lw 32d ReT Observed a large 

column of enemy moving east of SECUL and promptly launched a local attack. The 

rest of the RCT moved into Objective 2 against moderate enemy resistance. The 

2d Battalion was counterattacked, but gave no ground and all units continued 

to r;love forward. (1) 

(1) ~ar Diary Summary, 7th US Infantry Clivision. 1-30 Sept 50. 
(2) 1st 12rines Special Action Report, 1-30 Sept 50. 
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The enelllT continued to resist the 32d ROT attaok on SEOUL by heavy to 

moderate sniper tire and street fight1ng. The Reg1ment advanced 2000-3000 

yards to ths vicinity or CHONaNYON-80. Elements of the 17th ROT protected 

the BAN River crossing sits and engaged in mopping-up operations. 

The 2d Battalion, 31st ROT, reinforced by one company of the 1st Bat­

talion, attacksd south ot BOWON and met well organized defensive pOSitions 

supported by tanks and mortara. The attack progressed slowly. General Barr 

that even1ng ordered the 31st HOT to conduct a coordinated regimental attack 

to clear the eneJD7 hill position south of BOWON. At this time the Regiment­

al COlllllander had depaJ:ted with a task torce on a wide flankIng movement to 

the south and east. The orders were delivered to this column near OSAN-NI. (1) 

8. 	 .TUm'l'URE WITH 1I.(JR'ffi ARMY: 26 September 50 

At 262320 Septell1ber, elements ot the 7th Infantry Division met elements 

of the 1st Cavalry Diviaion about five miles south of BOWON. The last leg of 

~he advance of the 1st Cavalry Division elements originated in the viCinity 

of CHONGJU. This juncture cut off North Korean Foroes located in southwest 

Korea and marked the tirst meeting of the Eighth Army units from the south of 

Korea and X Corps units in the IroHON-SEOUL area. 

9. 	 CAPTURE OF SEOUL: 26 September 50 

During the day General IIIlcArthur issued the following communique: 

"SEOUL, Oapital ot the Republic or Korea, is again in fr1endly hands. 

United Nations ~orces, inoluding the 17th Regiment of the DOK Army and ale­

manta ot the U.S. 7th and 1st Marina Divisiona. have completed the envelop­

ment and seizure at the city. 

While U.S. and ROX )farines and special troops drove to the northwest 

astride the BAN River to expand perimeter defenses, other )farine Units 

pushed into SlIXlUL trom the northwest. MeanWhile, the 32d U.S. Regiment or 

the 7th Division, with the 17th ROK Regiment, in a bold sweep along the 

southern bank or the HAN, accompl1shed a second crossing or the r1ver south­

east ot the city and occupied the commanding terrain on the outskirts, forcing 

the enem1 garrison to flee in disorder to the north. 

(1) 	War Diary Summary, 7th US Infantry D1vision, 1-30 Sept 50 
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The llberation of the city was conducted in such a manner as to cause 

the least possible damage to civil institutions." (1) 

On 27 September, in the early morning, units of the 1st Marine DiVision 

reslJIled their attack against the enemy in the eastern portion of the City of 

SEOUL. In the 1st Varine Regiment zone the advance was made by the 1st and 

2d Battalions against strong well organized resistance until the enemy p0­

sition began to deteriorate late that afternoon. Approximately 3000 yards 

were gained in the fighting. 

The 2d Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment advanced against light resistance 

and by 1015 hours had driven to the Russian Consulate Building. At 1610 the 

3d Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment ra1sed the American Flag over the Capitol 

Building. During the day the 7th Marine Regiment continued to protect the 

Corps lett flank and repulsed a counterattack ot battalion strength with the 

assistance of close air support at 1345. The 5th and 7th Marine Regiments 

made a link-up at 1500 hours. 

On the KUl!PO Peninsula, the 187th Airborne ReT conducted extensive patrol­

ling. 

By 1045 the 32d RCT was able to link-up with the 1st Marine Regiment after 

overcoming model'ate enemy resistanoe. There were heavy enemy oasualties in 

the sector and much enemy equipnent was either captured or destroyed. To the 

east ot SmUL, the 17th ROK Regiment continued mopping-up operations. 

In the 31st ROT sector, just prior to daylight, the task force under the 

31st Infantry Regimental Commander wes attacked by enemy tanks in uSAN-Nr. 

but they were driven ott with bazooka fire and one tank destroyed. While 

proceeding north, a heavy fire fight developed, holding up the task force. 

During the morning, the 31st RCT, minus parts of the 3d Battalion and 

the task force with the Regimental Commander, resumed the attack tp the south 

fran the SUWCN area. This attack moved against a strong and detennined enemy 

who was supported by artillery, mortars, and tanks. Progress was slow. 

The Close llr Support Group attacked enemy machine gun, mortar, and ar­

tillery positions along the entire Corps front. Twenty-seven (;[1) requests 

(1) Official Caumunique Nlmlber 9, dated 26 Septanber 1950. 

23 



for strikes were received and sixteen (16) were flown for a total of seventy­

eight (78) close support sorties. In addition, one (1) night close support 

miss10n was flown. 

On 28 September elements of the 31st Regiment attacked north from OSAN-NI 

to eliminate the enemy cutting the road at NAESAMI-RI. The as~..;dt; south 

trom meN was also continued. An air strike Vias called on Hills 118, 92, 

and a tunnel in this area with excellent results. The 57th and 92d Field 

Artillery Battalions fired heavy ooncentrations acoounting for about half of 

the enemy casualtiee. The ROT, after overcoming heavy resistance, occupied 

all object1ves by 1625 hours. (1) 

In the 1st Marine Division Sector at 0645, 1st and.3d Battalions, 1st 

Marine Regiment, continued to clear the remainder of SEOUL and seize Hill 

133 and tha commanding ground to the northeast. In the 1st Marine Division 

zone ot act10n the enemy appeared to be broken and the division as a whole 

Was engaged in mopping-up operations. The enemy had withdrawn all his for­

ces from SEOUL except for small elements which had been left behind to fight 

a delaying action. 

In the 5th Yarine Regiment zone, patrols encountered no enemy resistance. 

As the Regiment's zone had been cleared and all assigned objectives were se­

cured, the 5th Marine Regiment was pinched out by the 1st Marine Regiment 

trom the right and the 7th Marine Regiment on the left as planned. 

The 3d Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment, and 3d Battalion, 1st Marine Regi­

ment provided security for the ceremony in SEOUL at which the government of 

South Korea was returned to the Capitol at SEOUL. By 2050 hours, mopping-up 

operations in the 5th !~ine Regiment zone were completed. 

The 3d Battalion, 32d ROT continued its advance north and cut the main 

highway running east from SEOUL. By 0200 hours, the 7th Division sector 

within SEOUL was cleared. XCorps then directed reconnaissance 1n farce east 

of the TONSHON River. 

1st and 2d Battalions, 187th Abn ROT were in Corps Reserve. The 3d 

Battalion (Reinforced) was designated Task Force Able with mission of pro­

(1) War Diary Summary, 7th U. S. Infantry Division, 1-30 Sept 50. 
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tect1ng the Corps left (north) flsnk. Security and Reconnaissance patrols 

tram TF Able reported no eneMT contact. 

Close Air Support missions were conducted along the entire Corps front 

and consisted mainly of strikes against enemY mortar and machine gun posi­

tions and troops concentrations. All aircraft available were utilized. 

By 29 September, X Corps had achieved its main objective in the SEOUL­

ImHON area. There yet remained the clearing of the KUMPO Peninsula and the 

seizure of UIJONGBU which Was the refuge of North Korean troops fleeing to 

the north. X Corps activities consisted of patrol action. There were in­

stanoes of week counterattacks by the enemy which were quickly repulsed. On 

29 September, at SEOUL, a liberation ceremony was held at the Capitol Build­

ing where General MacArthur turned over the government to South Korean Pres­

ident Syngman Rhee. 

At 1800 hours on 30 September the 7th Division was relieved of responsi­

bility in the SlOOUL area and the ROT's prepared to move into new areas. 

As the month of September ended, Operation Chromite was brought to a 

completely successful conclusion. Although some mopping-up was continued 

into October, decisive results had been achieved in the brief space of fif ­

teen (15) days since the landing at INCHON on 15 September. The victory had 

been won at the cost 01' only 3,498 UN casualties as opposed to 14,000 enemY 

killed and 7,000 captured. 
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P.!'C TAIrnJORI 

CHANG CRUL Oapt (Seoul Regiment) 

15 Sept 50 FW was attached to the Seoul Regiment located in Seoul. 

PI first learned on 16 September 1950 that US Troops had landed in Inchon. 

Bow8ver no information was released in detail. At this time FW was 

acting commanding officer of 1st Company (1st Battalion, Seoul Regiment) 

19 September 1950. The Regiment received orders to move to their assigned 

defense positions in Seoul City Bnd vicinity. The Seoul Regiment was the 

only known unit in Seoul at this time. Nothing was heard as to receiving 

reinforcements for the Seoul Regiment. 

Accurdlng to hearsay, on the southern front, the North Korean Army 

was closing in on Pusan, their last objective. 

PI was told from higher commander to lecture his troops "to die if 

necessary for the defense of Seoul". 

ThEl Inchon landing was quite a surprise to the troops of the Regiment 

who at no time were given any information concElrnins the battle situation. 

The Regiment Viall commanded by Col Lee Kyong U., who was last seen in Seoul. 

American air attack and Arty caused the most casualties among North 

Korean troops. PIf had no actual combat experience. Men of the Seoul Regiment 

received anywhere from 15 days to 2 months of milit~ry traininG, Heard that 

the South Korear. people v()luntarily worked for the North Korean Army "nel were 

paid by the North Korean govern.'11ent. PR had no knowledge as to who or what 

General MacArthur Was. 

The Seoul 'Regiment was ardareli to die .if necessary to defend the city 

of Seoul. The Regiment received no reinforcements. PW had given up hope 

of holding Seoul on 22 September 1950 due to heavy air attack resultir~ in 

large North Koresn casualties. 

North Korean Army noVl has no possibility of defeating the United NationB 

l'orces. There 1s no comparison between the American and Russian supplied 

North Korean weapons and equipment. 

The North Korean people as a whole have no desire to have war. How­

ever, information revealed that the South Korean Army had attacked North 
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Korea by crossing the 38th pa.rallel. 

The North Korean A:rrII:! presently is poorly equipped and only limited 

numbers of t1'81ned soldiers remain in North Korea. 
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L~ C"l'I. KUN Lt. Col. 27th Brigade (No serial Number) 

On 15 September 1950, the 27th Brisude was located in Kumchon above 

Seoul. PIT was attached to this brigade as Chief of Cultural section. 

During the early part of September 1950, it was rumored among high 

ranking officers of the brigade that U.S. Forces "lOuld make a landing at 

~onsnn, Inchon, or Mokpo in the very near future. After the landing of 

U.S. Forces in Inchon, the 27th Brigade Vias ordered to defend an area 24 

kilo~eters north of Seoul, parallel to the 38th parallel. The purpose Of 

this defense line was to block any advancing U.S. troops heading north after 

the ca~ture o~ Seoul. Designations o~ major North Korean units located in 

Seoul at this time were unlmown. 

Received no information concerning reinforcements in this area. Due 

to the poor communication system, no information was available concerning 

the situation on the southern front. 

PV lectured his troops freauently, "to die if necessary to hold their 

"osition". Also infor:ned there that the 27th Brigade would not receive 

reinforcements (did not receive any from south). PIT believed it was difficult 

to defend the InChon-Seoul area without any planes. However, stated that with 

planes available the North Korean Air ]'orc~s would defend this area. There 

was no disagreement between PH and his 'Senior Corrunander what-so-ever. 

The 27th Brigade was comr.1anded by;. Brig. General KANG YON KIL and Asst "" 

Colonel SBIN HI BON. Their present location is un.'mown. 

American planes and tank guns caused ·the Y.1ost casualties among North 

Korean troops. In a combat area U.S. I~antry should not be loaded on trucks, 

because they look so conspicuous and are very easily spotted for targets. 

Believes that guerrilla tactics were most successful against U.S. troops. 

As an average, the men o~ the 27th Brigade received about 20 days of 

mIlitary training. According to hearsay the U.S. 1st Marine Division was 

considered as giving the greatest threat to North Korean Units. The North 

Korean Army while in Seoul received very little cooperation from South Korean 

civilians. Very few of the Civilians voluntarily cooked meals for troops in 

their homes. 
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FIr frequently lectured his troops that the South Korean Arm:! had al­

ready been annihilated and therefore their enemy now was the United States. 

He told his troops to "die 1!' necessary to proteot their oountry from US 

8gg1'8esion". PN gave no information to troops oonoerning the United Nations. 

General MacArthur was believed to be the Commander-in-Chief of the 'US troops 

in the Pacific Theater. 

PN stated that the North Korean Army has still an adequate military 

strength (remaining in North Korea) to defeat the UN lorces. In the event 

this incident cannot be settled peace1'ull1 as North Korea desires the North 

Korean Arm:! will continue to fight by guerrilla tactics for the next 10 to 

20 years (even after being defeated by the United Nations Forces). FIr has 

confidence that North Korea ",111 Gventually defeat the United .Nations Forces. 

Every North Korean citizen has an unfavorable feeling towards .America. It 1s 

always spoken and known among North Korean people that the war ",ould have bean 

over long ago without....,. damage or destruotion of personal property if the 

United states had not aided the South Koreans and bombed the North KorelUlB. 



PFC TAICE.'L'CHI 

9 Oct 50 

LT COL (107th Regt) 

The 107 Regiment was located in KIMPO 15 September 1950. Pi/ was 

temporarily attached to this regiment as Chief of Staff. 

The regiment received no information concerning the OOHON landing, 

however, due to heavY naval gun fires and plane activit1es, the invasion 

was expected on or about 14 September 1950. 

The 107 Regiment was originally ordered to defend the west coast 

excluding the Inchon area (west coast along the XIr.zPO area). However, 

immediately after the INCHON invas10n the regiment was ordered to move 

and defend the entire area 4 k1lometers northeast of INCHON. 

At this time the 18th Division and the 64th Regiment were the only 

known North Korean un1ts located in SEOUL. Heard that the 18th Division 

would receive an adequate number 01' reinforcements to defend SEOUL. No 

definite information was available on the southern front, however, informed 

sources indicated the North Korean Army was retreating in the TAEJON area. 

PW had no opportunity to lecture any troops, however, according to 

hearsay from Battalion Oommanders, the troops' morale was very high and 

they had confidence in defending the INCHON - SEOUL area. 

Knowing the present military strength in the SEOUL area, PIT had no con­

fidence in defending the INCHON - SEOUL area, however, with two "'ell trained 

and equipped North Korea Corps the mission could have been accomplished. 

The 107 Regiment was under the SEOUL Security unit commanded by Col Kim ---. 

Regimental COl1lllllll1der was Lt Col Che Han. After the INCHON invasion Lt Col 

Che Han ordered his regiment to retreat heading north without proper orders 

from higher headquarters in Sl!XlUL. Therefore, he was arrested and was be­

lieved to have been court-martialed in SEOUL. 

Air attacks and Mval gun fire caused greater casualties among North 

Korean units. Air attack was the only type or US attack teared by North 

Korean troops (PtV did not have any actual combat experience). 

According to hearsay the American In1'811try advance in the combat area 

was very slow and always gave North Koreans adequate tl/11e to reorganize in 

the front lines. 
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The men of the 107th Regiment reoeived an average of 20 to 30 days 

or military training. FW believed that very little cooperation was given 

by South Korean civilians which was believed to be compulsory. South 

Korean civilians were employed and paid by the North Korean govePnment~ 

Heard that General MacArthur was appointed Commander-in-Chief of the 

United Nations Forces in Korea. No intelligence reports were received con­

cerning the U.S. Han River crossing, however, was expected and that a M3.rine. 

Unit would cross by amphibious tractors and landing craft. 

While attending a military school, PII learned American strategy through 

Korean tr~slated Russian books. PH had given up hope of de:fending Seoul 

when ha first learned the landing of U.S. troops at Inchon. North Korean 

Army has no possibility of defeating the United Nations Forces. ','/hat little 

military strength remains in North Korea is very poorly trained and equipped 

and is not sufficient to be used in combat. However, he believes that guer­

rilla activities will continue for quite some time. 

The North Korean people had confidence in victory, however, did not desire 

war. 
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let Mar Div tank-dozer 

oovering a pillbox on 

WOUlI-DO. 

A 40mm g1.m crew aboard the 

uss LIt McKinley prepares 

for aotion off the west 

!loast of KOREA. 

LST's assemble for the 

assault on Blue Beach, 

WOLMI-DO. INCHON. KOREA. 



U S Marines unload supplies 

rrom LST's at a debris 

littered beach, INCHON. 

Men or the 32d Inr Regt, 

7th Div, debark from an 

LST at INCHON. 

An LCM, carrying supplies, 

enters the tidal basin at 

INJRON. 



A menber of the 2d ESB thrO.]8 e hand grenade into a cave 

to force North Korean soldiers out~ durinR: the fighting 

in the INCHON area. 

I ' 

\. 
\ 

Unidentified American soldiers rout a North Rorean 

soldier from a cave during the X CorDs invasion of 

INCHCN, KOREA. 



Fortified position on WOLMI-DO after the pre-invasion 

bombardment by Marine Air Arm and Naval gunfire. 

A Russian made 76mm. gun in a "fortified position on 

WOUlI-DO after the pre-invasion bombardment. 



An LST, stranded on a pier by the receding water, 

indicates the extreme tide variation in the INmON area. 

1ST's are grounded by the receding tide off WOLMI-DO. 



South Korean refUgees, who returned to their homes arter 

INCHON was secured, fight fires which resulted from the 

fighting. 

South Korean refugees return to INCHON after the city 

hes been secured. 



G/A Douglas Mac_~th~ 

and Maj Gen O. P. Smth, 

CG, 1st Mar Div, leaving 

the CP, 5th Mar Regt. 

mCHON. (Right) 

G/A Douglas MacArtbur, 

CmCUNC, attends "­

briefing at the 1st Y~r Div 

CP. INCHON. (Left) 

G/A MacArthur visits the 

POW camp at mOHON. 



Men of the 1st Mar Div move up the road from INCHON to 

SiOUL past 8 knocked-out Russian made T-3h/85 North 

Koreen taIi< • 

An AloI'I'1lAC of the u.t Mar Div rolls through INCllON during 

the orr~nsiv8 1811nehed by U S 'Marines against North 

Korean forces in that area. 



Men and supplies move across the causeway that connects 

WOLMI-DO and INCHON after the city has been secured. 

A bulldozer is used to pull a trailer full of supplies 

through the streets of INCHON. 



Multiple 4.5 inch rocket launcher of the 1st Mar Div 

firing on retreating North Korean forces near INCHON, 

KOREA. 

A battery of six rocket launchers is fired against North 

Korean forces by ~st Mar Div in the INCHON, KOREA, area. 



Lt Gen Lemuel C. Shepherd, 

ca, FMF PAC, immediately 

after alighting from the 

first American plane to 

land at KIMPO Airfield 

after its recapture. 

(Right) 

U S Marine helicopter is 

the first Ameriean plane 

to land on the newly re­

captured KIMFO Airfield. 

(Left) 

The B-~7 ot Maj Gen E. E. 

Partridge, CG 5th Air Force, 

at KIMFO Airfield on the 

first day the strip was 

usable following its 

capture by 1st Mar Div. 

(Left) 



Men or the 32d rnr, 

7th Div, capture a 

prisoner ort a hill 

on the outskirts or 

SEOUL. (Right) 

Men of the 32d Inf, 

7th Div, advance up 

a hill on the out­

skirts of SEOUL. 

(Right) 

Men of the 31st Inf, 7th Div, 

hunt out North Koreans 

hidden in the brush around 

YONGJON-NI, KOREA. (Left) 



(j)
Maj Gen Edward M. Almond, CG X Corps, and Lt Gan Lemuel 

C. Shepherd, CG FMF PAC, at the POW enclosure where some 

300 POW's a_it processing at INCHON, KOREA. 

North Korean soldiers, captured in the INCHON area, are 

taken to the POW camp. 



Members of the 5th Mar Regt move toward the HAN River to 

engage the North Korean forces. 

ROK Marines are ~oaded on DUKW's prior to moving to the 

front lines in the HAN River area. 



The first trainload of ROK troops pulls into YONGDUNGPO 

from INCHON before the attack on SEOUL. 

ROK Marines in DDKW's of the 5th Mar Regt, 1st Mar Div, 

cut through a field on their way to the HAN River during 

the offensive launched by UN Forces in that area. 



AMTRAC's wait orders to cross the l~ River to join the 

assault on SEOUL. 

AMTRAC's fire on an enemy held town from the HAN River 

bank. 



Amphibious vehicles of X Corps line up to cross the HAN 

R1ver 1nto SJroUL. 

U S Marines, riding in AMTRAC's use railroad tracks ~or a 

road after making a crossing of the HAN River in KOBFA. 



Karine Engineers buUd a 

raft on which to ferry 

heavy equipnent across 

the HAN River. (Right) 

The railroad bridge 

spanning the HAN Rl.ver 

fran YONGDUNGFO to SlWUL 

(in background). (Lett.) 

73<1 Engr (C) Bn bridges 

a snall stl'lJam in SOSA, 

KOREA. (Lett) 



DUKW of the 1st Mar Div crosses 

the HAN Rive~ with meshing to 

be laid on the bank to prevent 

vehicles bogging in the mud. 

(Right) 

'1'lle fi~st tank to be used 

in the fight for SEOUL is 

floated across the HAN 

River. (Left) 

Marines of the 1st Mar Div 

c~oss the HAN River in 

AMTRAC's. (Left) 



I 
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 A DUKW starts up the bank 

of the HAN River on the 

SEOUL side with men snd 

supplies of the 32d~T. 

3JO~tbI'~ 
AmericanAtroops advance 

along the north side of 

the HAN River on their 

way to SJroUL. 

3Z.<C~ t64'~ 
American~troop~advance 

along the north side of 

the HAN River on their 

way to SJroUL. 



An amputation in the field being performed by the En 

S~geon of an Infantry battalion on the HAll River opposite 

SEOUL. The soldier was wounded in the attack on SEOUL. 

Medics of the 5th Mar Regt use an AMTRAC and civilian 

litter bearers to evacuate wounded from the HAN River 

front. 



The hel~less homeless survey the ruins where their homes 

once stood in East SEOUL, KOR~. 

Navy Corpsmen assigned to the 5th Mar Regt attend a 

Korean girl who was injured during the fighting at 

the HAN River. 



United Nations troops 

fighting in the streets of 

SEOUL, Capital o~ KOR~. 

Tanks, supported by 

Infantry advance through 

the streets of SEOUL 

A Marine casualty 1s taken 

to the rear during the 

street fighting in SEOUL. 



American M-26 tanks 

rolling down the streets 

in the city of SEQuel. 

A tank of the 32d Inf 

Regt, 7th Djv, breaks 

through a barricade 

in SliXlDL, y,oRF..A. 

The combination of 

Infantry and tank gives 

mutual protection in 

the street fighting in 

SEOUL. 



These pictures are of the 

street fighting which 

effected the capture of 

SJrom., Capital of KOREA. 



Convoy accompanying G/A Douglas MacArthur, CINCUNC, to 

SEOUL crosses the HAN River ~rom KIMPO Air~ield. 

The Korean Capitol Building, scene o~ the ceremonies 

returning SEOUL to the Republic o~ Korea Government. 



1Jr/A Douglas MacArthur, CI~U:::-C ) S~~an Rhea (right center), Fres­

add:r'esses guests attendL.'1g cere­ 1dent of Korea, expresses his 

;:".onies to restore the Capital of gratitude to the UN Forces and G/A 

the Republic of Kc~ea to its ~acArthu:r, CH;X:;UN:::. 

lesi dejt J S}'1lR?1an Rhee. 

f" i 

Openin,;;r,. the ceremonies to restore the Capital, SEOUL .. to The 

Republic of Korea, ciA Douglas MacArthur, CIN::UNC. leads the 

Lord's Prayer. 



U. S NAVY LCM'S WAITmG TO BE UNLOADED m THE lliCHON HARBOR. THE 

:roM'S ARE OPERATED THIS FAR m THE HARBOR ONLY DURma HIGH TIDE. 

TWO U S NAVY SA!LORS SIT STRANDED ON AN LCM DUE TO LOW TIDE IN THE 


HARBOR OF lliCHON. A:30 l'T TIDE IS ONE OF THE GRFATEST HAZARDS TO 


SMALL AND LARGE BOATS BRINGING IN MUCH NEEDED SUPPLIES. 


