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From the time I first enlisted into the U.S. Army in 1982, I have served in the Active
Duty (AD) Army, US Army Reserves-Individual Ready Reserves (USAR-IRR), and the Army
National Guard (ARNG) as both a traditional @B;y);ld Active Guard (AGR) Soldier. This
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paper will address my various duty assignments and assignments as a member of United States
Army. My experiences as a Soldier over the past 21 years have been very unique and I am proud
to say that I have positively impacted the lives of many non-prior service applicants, Army
National Guardsman, and Active Duty Soldiers alike.

I joined the Army under the delayed entry program on May 27, 1982 in Oklahoma City,
OK. Growing up, I always wanted to become a paratrooper so I choose the MOS of 11X with an
airborne option. On August 3, 1982, I reported to Fort Jackson, SC for reception station and in-
processing. One week later, I arrived at Fort Benning, GA for One Station Unit Station (OSUT).
I was assigned to B 2/2 INF in Harmony Church and I learned that my MOS would be 11B light
infantry. 13 long weeks later on November 7" 1982, 1 graduated OSUT and was transferred to
the Airborne Training Battalion at Fort Benning to attend the 3 week basic airborne course. I
graduated airborne school and learned that my next duty assignment would be the 82™ Airborne
Division at Fort Bragg, NC.

I reported into the 82™ Replacement Company on 4 December 1982 and after in-
processing, I was assigned to Co C, 1/504™ Abn Inf battalion. Over the next 18 months, I served
in various duty positions to include rifleman, automatic rifleman, grenadier, assistant gunner and
M-60 machine gunner. Some of the highlights during my time in 1/504 Abn Infantry were
deployments to Spain and Panama.

The invasion of Grenada, Operation Urgent Fury, kicked off on Oct 13", 1983 and

unfortunately, my battalion was one of only two in division did not deploy. We were already






the Brigade pathfinder, I inspected all sling loaded vehicles and equipment prior to air mobile
exercises and operated the LZ during the exercise. After being in an infantry line battalion, this
assignment was a pleasure because it provided opportunities that I would have never received if 1
had stayed in 1/504. During my time in the cavalry, I deployed back to Panama and the National
Training Center at Fort Irwin, Ca in support of various 1* Brigade missions. After three years in
the Army, I was promoted to SGT and was reassigned as the unit training NCO. This assignment
allowed me to see another side of the Army and I become interested in reclassifying into an
aviation MOS. However, since I was an 11B E-5, | was given two options: reenlist 6 years
present duty assignment and be sent back to a line battalion in Division or get out. I had seen
what years in an airbome infantry battalion did to the body and given my enlistment options, I
decided to ETS and go to College. On June 2, 1986, I was discharged from AD and transferred to
the USAR-IRR.

After six months in the IRR, I decided to reenlist as an 11H Anti Armor Infantryman into
Co C 2/180" Infantry, 45" Infantry Division, Oklahoma Army National Guard (OKARNG) as a
traditional M-Day Soldier. This MOS allowed me to remain Infantry but gave me a chance to get
on a different weapons system. During the next 18 months, I also served as the company NBC
NCO and attended the NBC NCO training course at Fort Sill, OK. After completing my six year
Military Service Obligation (MSO), I decided to ETS from the OKARNG on February 2, 1989
and moved to Conway, South Carolina to attend the University of South Carolina-Coastal
Carolina College.

For the next five years, I concentrated on my education but missed the brotherhood of
military service and so on May 5", 1994, I reenlisted as an 11H into Co E, 1/120" Infantry Bn,

30th Infantry Brigade, North Carolina Army National Guard (NCARNG) as an M-Day Soldier.



This unit was different from the OKARNG because the TOW weapons platform was mounted on
a M113 rather than a HUMMYV. Because of my break in service, I was required to take an
administrative reduction to E-4. This was the first of two administrate reductions that I have
taken as a member of the ARNG.

At the time, I was working two different jobs and wasn’t enjoying what I was doing so [
decided to apply for an AGR Recruiting and Retention NCO (R&R NCO) in March of 1995. 1
went to our annual training exercise (AT) at Fort Bragg, NC on May 2, 1995 and when we came
out of the field on the 14", I learned that I was being promoted back to E-5 and hired into the
Title 32 State AGR program as a R&R NCO in HQ, STARC, Raleigh, NC effective May 15,
1995.

As an R&R NCO, my job was to be a full time ARNG recruiter as well as a battalion
Retention NCO two weekends a month. Within 3 weeks of being hired, I was sent to the
National Guard Professional Education (PEC) at Camp Robinson, Arkansas to become an
ARNG R&R NCO. Upon graduation, 1 was awarded MOS’s as a 00E recruiter and a 79R
Retention NCO.

From July 5%, 1995 to Sep 30th, 1997, I worked in the Elizabeth City/ Albemarle Sound
area of Northeastern North Carolina. My primary recruiting market consisted of high school
juniors and seniors spread out over the seven county area. This part of the state is very rural and
most jobs in the Area were either agricultural or low wage service based positions. The region
suffers from a high rate of unemployment and as a result, the majority of people in the area were
poor in both income and opportunities. In many cases, the conditions in which people lived were
appalling. Many high school students had no chance of ever attending college because their

parents could not afford to send them. Chances of a higher standard of living and better life were





















