




DEDICATED 
To those members of the 
regiment who have given 
their lives in the battles 

of their country. 

FOREWORD 
This history is designed to give 
members of the regiment a brief 
glimpse into the background of 
“The Fighting Sixth.” Being brief, 
this work can only sketch those 
highlights of history in which this 
Regiment played a part. 
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A HOUSE DIVIDED 

The crash of cannon at  Fort Sumter in the spring 
of 1861 split the Union across the middle, dividing the 
North and the South into two armed camps. Rightly (P 

wrongly, each felt that right was on i t s  s ide and that 
it must fight for its beliefs. Mobilization began. 

On 4 May 1861, president Abraham Lincoln issued 
the mobilization proclamation for the North, and the 6th 
US Cavalry was formed. Although the original name 
was the 3d US Cavalry, all cavalry was reorganized by 
Congress on 3 August 1861, and the name was changed 
to the 6th US Cavalry. From that time until this, the 
Sixth has  been on continuous active duty, through 
thirty-five major campaigns and a dozen foreign coun- 
tries. 

From August 1861 until March 1862 the Regiment 
recruited and trained i t s  members from Ohio, Pennsyl- 
vania and New York. On 10 March 1862, it began i t s  
career, which has won it the title of “The Fighting 
Sixth,” when it took to the field in  the Centersville 
and Manassas area. From that date until Appamattox- 
and peace-the command engaged in frequent, bitter 
and bloody battles with the Army of the Potomac. 

Throughout the civi l  War the Sixth fought under 
the top leaders of the North against top commanders of 
the South. Several times during the war the Regiment 
crossed sabres with General J. E. B. Stuart’s cavalry, 
both in the attack and in the defense. On 16 June 
1862, it fought a successful delaying action against 
the Confederate leader a t  H a c k  Creek when his caval- 
ry succeeded in getting in the rear of Union forces. 
At the Battle of Gettysburg in  July 1863, the Sixth was 
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