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INTRODUCT ION

The purpose of this monograph is to cover the'operations of the
27th Enfantry Division Task Force from the organization‘and plans of
the Force in the HkﬁgIIAN‘ﬁslands, its movement to MAKIN and the
assault that captured the Atoll.

In order to becéme oriented, let us look at some geography.
(Refér té Map 1.) Tt will be séen that the GILBERT Esiands straddle
the Equator rouphly'ZOOO;miles séubh west of the,HAﬁAIiAN Tslands.
'Also'note the felation of the GILBBRTS to,dther localities éf interest
as FUNAFUTI, SAMOAN Islands,\SOLOMAN Islands, FIJI Islands, NEY GUINEA,

. CAROLINE Islands, MARIANAS 1slands,and JAPAN. |

) Looking at HMap 2, we have thé\&ILBERT—MARSHALLVAreaAmore in‘
deteil. Note the relation of MAKIN to TARAWA 105 miles'to the south,
to'AEAMAHR; to QCEAN and NAURU. Also note its relation to importaht
4tolls in the MARSHALLS.

Before World war‘;i, theVGILBEﬁfs were under British Colonial
Administration. The Japanese.sei?ed MAKI& on 10 December 1941 and
converted it into a seaplane base; In Ssptember 1942 they occupied
TARAWA with a oonsiderable gafrison and buiit an air strip. “@n
APAMAMA they establishéd aﬂlobServation outpost.. On OCEAN and NAURU
they also built\up air bases. In addition, the Japanese-qbﬁaiﬁed
from NAURU,phosphaﬁés which Wére imporégﬁt to‘their mpnitions industry.
These bases cémbined with those iﬁvthé EﬁﬁSﬁALiS formed an interlocking
éystem‘of defenée}v

Returning to Nap.1l, it cén be seén whj the GiL?ERTS Werejimertant.
From the bases there, thejJapaneSe strPCR at ‘our advanced staginé areas
such as CANTON Isiand and FUNAFUTI. Japanese observation planes could
report ﬁhe movement s of our‘cénvoyé and'could direct submarines and

bombers to points of interception.



Conversely, once we controlled the GILBINTS, our routas to the
véouthwest;?acific would be shdrtehed andrprotected, we would deny'JAPAN.
the use of the-phosphates of-NAURU, andee would have bases from which
to conduct bperations against the MﬁRSHﬁLLS.

By(July 19&3; it was apparent to the Joint Chiefs of Staff that
sufficient amphibious and ground forces wouid}be available for the
Central Pacific ﬁreg to'conduct oéerations against the‘GILBEnT Islands.
Accordiﬁgly, ﬁdmifal Himitz, Comrander-in-Chief, Pacific Ocean Areas,
was directed to initiéte planning and orgénization for these operations.

After almost two years of defense, we were to take the offensive in the

Central Pacific Area.



THE TACTICAL PLAN

_ Tﬁe entire operétion in the GIL‘BER 'S 4was giﬁen the code name
”Galvanié“; with the objective of TARAWA given to the liarines,.and
the objective of'MAKIN given té the Army. . The staff of the 27th
Infantry ﬁiviéion wés given the mission of drafting a plan for the
organizétion énd operatibns’éf a‘task force to accomplish the army‘s
mission.k -

Intelligenge‘of conditioné on HALKIN was: obtained in several
ways. The 27th Divisién's assistgnt G-2 in tﬁé submarine ”Néutilusﬁ
cruised in the vicinity of MAKIN, takiquictures of the shoreline
vthrough the perlscope. Mosaics wére obtained from thé Seventh Air
Force photographic reconnaissance fllghts of 23 July 1942 20
vrebruary 1943 and 11 July 1943. Pictures were obtained from a raid”
by carrier—based planes on>18—19;September 1943. Useful data was
obtained from the report of Carlson‘s'ﬁarine Raiders on their night
raid of 16417 August;l9h2. Two former residents of VAKIN, ariﬁ..
Commander of fhe Royal Australian Navy and a soldier from the st
FlJl Infantry, added more useful data. |

From the foreg01ng, a composite. plcture was obtained of the
terrain. (Refer to Map 3.) MAKIN Atoll is an'irregular formation of
reefs and islands around a large lagoon. The main passage‘into theb
lagoon passes just north of the northwestern tip of BUTARITARL.
»BUTARITARI is thgylargest and ﬁhe most”i&portant_island. It was here\
ﬁhat the Japénese deveioped a seaplane base. BUTARITARI»and KUMA are
connected bj’a reef, ﬁhe eést side of which is high enough to permit
crossing>qn foot, at low tide, ,ﬁeévy surf beats on the southern shore
of BUTARITARI. At the western end of the island, the beaches are
widely separate@ from eaéhbother and very/narrgw. Jagged cqral A
pinnables make approaches to them difficulﬂ. They are freer‘of‘heavy
surf than the southern beaches and were believed to offer suitable

access to the island. ;



Unce ashore, the dominant vegetation would be cocoanut palms.
However,_alohg the 1égoon shore ahd at the‘edges of ponds, mangroves
and salt brush would be.found. For food the natives raise a taro like
plant called "Bobai” which they grow in éits. Thesevpiﬁs'have soft
banks and mucky bottoms,and being covered by vegetation, would be
definite obstacles to troops and vehicles,

The tgrrain is so flat that there is no natural point: of
obsérvation.-'éfter rains, extensive areas are covered by shallow ponds |
surrounded by marshland. Running the length of BUTARITARI and KUMA is
a coral sand highway, résembling a causeway where it crosses the marshes.
At low tide, portions bf the reef are bared which céuld be used for the
passage of vehicles, |

Reference-mapfh, air,photogfaphs revealed certain features, -
About 3,000 yards from the western end of 3UTA31TARI>lay a clea:ing
froﬁ lagoon to ocean with'in which an antitank ditch had been dug.

About two miles northeast éfvthis ditch was ahother, Betwéen these

two obstacles, the Japanese concentfated'thei: princiﬁa% installations'
and built their main defenses. In‘the vicinity of ihis area was seen
four wharves of varying lengths. /

An estlmate of the Japanese strength on MAKIN was that there were

“about éb@ troqps‘operatlng 4 heavy and 4 medium antlalrcraft guns, from
20 to 40 machine guns and the rifles‘of one company. The proximity of
EAKIN.to the airfields and seaplane bases ét TARAWA, MILI;IJALUIT, WOTJE,
BEALOELAP,‘ NAUR{,I and KWAJALEIN made Japanese air strikes from them a
possibility. | |

| The! waqther will be discussed only to say it was investlgated and
was con31dered to be favorable for the contemplated operations.

¥rom the 1nfqrmat10n of the enemy, the terrain and the weather, _
the tactical plan was de§eloped.. Landings a£ MAKIN’and TARAWA were tc
begm smult.aneously at 0830 20 November 1943. The 2d Harine Division
was to: assault TARAWA leaving one of 1ts combat teams 1n reserve for |

| the support of'e;ther fARAWA or MAKIN. If thig reserve was uneommltted,
it was later to océupﬁ APAMAMA, |
R .



For the taking of MAKIN, the following plan was develbped,

The 27th Infantry Task Forﬁe was organized as shown in Chart 1,
Referring to Map 4, beaches were designated as Hed Beach 1, Red
Beach 2 and Yellow Beach. The lst BLT was to land on Red Beach 1,
and the 3d BLT was to land on Red Beach 2, both. at 0830, and to
penetrate‘inland“to the esst, while special detachments were to
prbtect their flaﬁks to the north and south, I? all went well
according to plan on the Red Beaches, the 2d BIT was to land within
the lagoon at’Yellow‘Beach atllOSO,'with speciéi detachments
‘protecting its eagt and west flank;. If difficulties were encountered
at the Hed Beaches, the landing at Yellow Beach wés’to be postponed,
and the 24 BIT would be committed in support of the other two BLT!s
on the Red Beaches. |

| The.Seventh Air Force was to soften up the island during the
week preceding the attack by bombers. It was to provide photographic
reconnaissance on the day.precéding the attack. It was to strike
NAURU and aif‘strips in the EAESHALLS from which thé Japanese might
send aid dﬁring,the.action.' _

Navy cérrierébased bombers were té strike installations from
daylight till 1615, thereafter to maintain air pétfols, submarine
reconnaissance, seafch.flights, artillery spotﬁing, observation.
liaisdﬁ, and light bombing and strafing as needed.

At 0620 there was to be a prearranged haval>bombardment from 4
battleships and 4 cruisers direéted on the ﬁestern shore from KOTABU
Island to UKIANGONG Point.. - |

fihen the first wave bf‘boats was 800 yards from the Red Beacheé,
carrier-based fighters were to strafe the beaches and vicinity. When
the boats reached a point lOO.yardeframIShore, the fighters were to
xwithdfaw while bombers’@eré to hit defense installatdiens ffom.EOO to
1,600 yards inland. Fifteen‘miﬁutes after the first wavé 1anded, the
bombers were to withdraw. | | -

The same ﬁattern of bombardment,rstrafing and bombing was to

precéde the attack on Yellow Beach.
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For control, a line was estéblished-léOO yards inland from the
Red Beaches, cailed a ”Beachhead Line" to which the lst and 3d BLT's
were to advance but not go beyond priorvto 1030, in order hotAto be
endangered by faliing missles in the preparation for Yelloﬁ'seach attack;
Here the lst Bi$ was to take over-the-whole line while the 34 BLT ﬁas to‘
go into reserve, o \

The Field Artillery battéries landing with the BLT's at the Red
Beaches were to pass at once frém battalion control and to take positions
at UKIANGONG Point. From here ﬁheg were to cover any part of the
Japanese main defensive p031t10n on call. | ,

 After the 2d BLT landed at Yellow‘Beach it was to cut~across‘the
island from lagoon to ocean. Then part of the force would exenute a: hgldlng
actlon to the east whlle the main effort would be toward the west in-
the dlrectlon of the Japanese west: tank obstacle.

After 1030, the lst BLT would be advanclng eastward toward the i
west tank obstacle. Thus this barrier would be enveloped from front
and réar. fhen this barriér was taken, a.drive could be MSde eastward
the lengﬁh.éf the island tO'ips#laﬁﬁ point, aﬁd&%@gmﬁgﬁ%ﬂqﬁé@hmﬁﬁﬁs

would be dispatchsd Lo seizé the outpost islands.



TRAINING

. ilthough the 27th Division had trained for beach landings and
jungle fighting since arriving in the HAWATTAN Islands, the prospect
of actual combat encouraged"intensive training for the dperations on
MAKIN., Of the 6,470 men in the 27th Division Task Force, approgi;
»mateiy 1,300 were in attachedkunits; This §alled for considerable
training in coordination énd cooperation, to weld the whole into a
fighting team. |
Refresher traiﬁing was conducted on'all’phéses of»infantry »
subjects. In addition, jungle woodcraft, jungle lbre and iropical
jhygiene were now sﬁudied. ‘Weapons tréinihg and pracﬁice with live
hand grenades were empha31zed.
xralnlng was held from small unlt problems in jungle fightlng
to regimental combat team exercises, GSome of the problems 1nvolvedf,
were daylight attacksin clos¢~terrain3 hasty andgpreparéd defensés,
night opérations, perimeter defense, day and night withdrawalg the
attack of fbrtified_positions in jungle terrain, and the elimination
of snipers. |
EXercises were hela in amphibious training with floatiﬁg,
equipment; practice in swimming and staylng afloat fully clothed -
and wearing an 1niantry pack} 1oad1ng and unloading suppliesj and
ship to shore rehearsals under naval gunfire»and air bomb;ng,
controlled by shore fire control partieé.
‘However, time was insuffiqiént’for infantrj'and'tank‘crews to
develOﬁe,adequahe effeétiveness together;‘ An unsolved problem was
the-commuhiCation between.creWS’inside.tanks and the infantryman

outside. v



NOVEMENT TO MAKIN

The 27£h Infantry Task Force for movemént was loaded and érganizéd
as shown on Chart 2. The main body of this force left PEARL HARBOR
' in the HAWAIIAN Islands on 10 November 1943. Along with these troop
carrying ships were 4 battleships, 4 cruisers, 9 aircraft carriers and
10 destréyers. At the same time that this force was moving toward
EAKIN, an even larger force was advanciné on TARAWA. |
| The nature of the’expedition was explained to the troopé two
‘hours aftér.the departure from CAHU.. During the voyage, intelligence
material was sﬁudiedffrom maps, sand;tables, mosaics, and photo-
interpretation éharts. Squads and detachments reviewed their assignments,
As the expedition approached MAKIN, several Japanese planes were
seen and some engaged. Also, thé Japanese were knowﬁ to have radar
.installations on MAKIN, so the expedition could not count on surprise.
In the early hours §f 20 Novembér l9h3,.the Task‘Force arrived
off MAKIN., The transpbrts moved to a designatedftranSport.area about
four miles ﬁest of the island. Between 0258 and 0600, no enemy fire

was received. The Task Force prepared t0~launch'its attack,
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FIRST DAY'S OPERATIONS

The assault opened with air strikes as planned. The ﬁransports
ﬁnomitheir'assigned area 6,000 yards from the beaches, lowered their’
"small boats. .Tpe warships;'after the planes had’éompleted tﬁeir
missions, opened up with the preplanned bombardment. ﬁt‘®6h5, a
special detachment in two LCVP's, headed for KOTABU Island in order
to secure the entrance to the lagéon.' At 0B18, the first waves of
landing craft of the lst and 3d BLT's.crossed the line of departure,
with a further run of 14 minﬁtes to the beaches., The beaches were
found to be ﬁarrow and poor, and in one pbfﬁioﬁ of Red Beach 1, it
was found to be no beach at all, The‘poor conditions at the beaches,
however, Weré compensated for in part, by the extremely4light enemy
opposition, - |

| The 1st and 3d BLT's moved inland from the Red Beaches écdording
to plan. They were‘opp05ed by sniper fire, but more difficulty was
eﬁcouﬁtered frbm the tefrain which had been well chewed up from the
bombardment . V(Refer to Map 5) They moved foward to the beachhead
line where the 1lst BLT took over the eﬁtire line, while the 3d BLT
weht the reserve area indicated;' The special deﬁachments moved toward
FLIﬁK Point and UKIANGONG Point, The hovement to FLINK_Poinﬁ was slow
but UKIANGQNG Point was quickly reached and by 1100, the field artillery \
guns were ashoré to be emplaced there, |

Nativesﬁbggan coming-dut of their hiding,places in the brush. %o get
" them out éf ﬁhe'way3_tﬁéy were given water and food and moved toward
FLINK_Point. About 48O congregaﬁed'tbere, somé being used for a labor.
force. They seemed to be pleased that the imericans had come.

Since the landings on the fied Beaches were progfessing without
strong oppositioﬁ, the 2d BLT was ordered to make landings oh Yellow
Beach. The special detachment that went to KOTABU Island took possession
of an empty island, so the egtranée to the lagoon was secure. The 2d
BIT, wheﬁ~500 yards'offshdre, came under machinme gun'cross—fire, When

“ashore, the special detachments designated to protect the flanks, went

11



to "On Chong's" and "King's" wharves where they cleared the enemy and
cbnstructedidéfensive beach blocks. The men from the 2d BLT,:for the
‘most part; had to get out of their landing craft while 250 yards off-
shore and wade in chest deep. The intensity of enemy fire increased.
Radios, flame= throwers, Bazookas and other equipmént became soaked or
lost. (Reference liap 4) J | |

The 24 BLT pushed across the island'frém lagoon to océan,'and
accofding to plan, split, the left wing turning ﬁo the east to hold a
line across the island while the right wing turned to the west to
advance on the west tank‘bar:ier and defenses from the reér, and to
make contact ﬁith the lst BLT advancing eastward. The attack was
closely céordinated, usihg phasé lines to bring the lst BLT to the west
tank barrier at the same timé that the 2d BLT overcame the defenses from
thé opposite side, AﬁAthis time artillery and naval gunfire support
was not feasabié due‘to the proximity of units qn-each side of the barrier.
Besides, thé soaking'of radio instruments made communications élmost ‘
impogsible. At this time it would be well to look at iiap 6, showing the
natuie and location of the enemy's defenses,

By lZBO,aé&mmsnﬁsiﬁfbhhe.Zd BLT were iniline faciﬁg the eastern
edge of the west taﬁi; barrier. The lst BLT was well along in its
advance from the beachheéd line tq the western edge of the tank barrier
cléaring, opposedxmostly’by tree and ground snipers. KElements of the
1st BLT were held up in front of the north flank of the west tank barrier.
Colonel Cohrby, commanding officer of fhe 165th Infaﬁtry3 came foward
" to see what was(holding_up the édvance, and was struck between the eyes
from the fire of a concealed machine gun. At ih55, on the first day;
the three BlTs héd.lost.their'fegimental cqmmandér. Colonel Kelley
assumed gommand._ |

The fighting on both sideé of the west tank barfier consisted in
knockihg'out dug in emplace&ents andishelters. However;‘by about 1700,

/ ' . [
contact between the lst and 2d 3BLTs extended the length of the barrier,

12



in the entire zone from the western beaches to the center of the enemy's
main defensive area enemy resistance had been overcome except for one
small pocket northwest of the west tank barrler. Orders were given to
break}off hostllltles, and select and secure positions for the night.
(See Hap 7). |

Euriﬁg the night, the Japanese were energetic and active. Some of
the enemy who had been cut off, moved eastward to rejoin their forces.
Oﬁhérs moved from the‘east back into‘areas whiCh had been cleared, to
harass our troops in fox holes and to set up machlne guns in p081t10ns
of advantage for the follow1ng day. This activ:ty caused much trigger-

happy firing by our troops and much sleepless-anxiety.

13-



SECOND DAY'S QPERATIONS

The plan for the seéond daj provided for elements of the 2d BLT
~to,push eastward toward the eastern tank barrief. The 1st BLT was to
clear out snipers near the éest #ank barrier and.thence;westward to the
Red Beacheé. | |

vAleS mm howitzer barrage was~firéd ahead of the 2d BLT and as far
as the east tank barrier from 0700 to 6820, and from’09h5vtill 1010,

At 0835, bombing and strafing by air was furnished.

The operations of the_adyénéing-front consisted of clearing out
'pillbokes, dﬁgduts and log-revetted emplécements. Coordination between
tanks and infantry conétantiy i&prdved.

By 1730, an advance to the line Shownbon Wap 8 was échieved, and
ordgrs‘were issued to prepare defeﬁées for the'night.'

As on the prefioué night, there was much enemy aétivity and
patrolling. Howevér, the experience gained from.the nighﬁ before
enabled our troops to_take precautionary‘measﬁres, and the trigger-

happy firiﬁg was reduced.



THIRD DAY'S OPERATIONS

At _0600 on the third day, the 3d BLT moved from the reserve area
ﬁo relieve the 2d BLT from its positions near the east tank baﬁrier.
From 0700 to 0820, the artillery from UKIANGONG Point fired a barrage
at the eaSﬁ tank barrier,_after which it displaced fowafd to the vicinity
of the Yellow Beach area. The 3d BLT attacked at 0800 éided‘by light =
and medium tanks, At 1100, two reinforced platoons,from‘Company A,
165th infantry, in six Alligators, moved over the lagoon to a position
eastward of thevéastrtank barrier, where the island at a bigh£ narrows
to a width of 150 yards. Here, at 1230, £hey set up a machine gun
barrier to éreveﬁt the‘eséape of any enemy from the east ﬁaﬁk barrier
positions, (Réference Map 9) |

4 special detail fkom Company M, 105§h infantry, left in 10 LVTs
at 1200 for AUMA island, and at 1430, set up machine guns éndfdefenses
there to prevent any enemy from escaping frem BUTARITARL to KUMA, |

The 3d BLI" pressed foward against the east tank barrler. The
éombined attack from air, artilleny, tank guns and infantry weapons
‘had reduced it before it was reached. By\loa ), It was passad. A
The speedy advance of the 3d BLT brought it at 1330, to the bight ﬁhere
Company A had established a line. | |

At 1510, Eajor General Ralph C. Smlth the DlVlSlonal Commander,
aséumed command of the island forces. He recelved 1nstructlons from
Admiral Turner for the early reembafkation_cf the 1st and 24 BlTs, éll
the medium tanks, and all the air and naval gunfire liaison officers.

The 3d BLT advanced some 2,100 yards beyond the bight-and stopped
at 1645, to prepare defenses for the night. As soon as dérkness fell,
the enemy made attacks on the defensive perimeters, Barefoot Jépanese
ran upon the fox holes énd gun positions, fired at almbst point blank
range, and were engaged by our troops with knlves and clubbed‘weapons.
vGrenades sailed back and forth.‘ Between attacks the Japanese crawled
back te their own lines to drink sakl. Daylight brought rellef.. This
last Japanese action came to be called “Saki Night", It was the last
concerted resistance by a despezate remnant of the‘ofiginal enemy force.

15



FOURTH DAY'S OPERATIONS

The 3d SLT formed for antadvance to mop up the remaining 4 miles‘
of the island. Only sniper fire was encountered, and by 1030, the tip
of BUTARITARI was reached. |

_ Further operations consisted of combing BUTARITARI ior-Japaﬁese
and recennoitering:the,other isladds of MAKIN Atoll. .Preparations
were made for the departure of the assault forces,

\General Smith reportéd to Admifal Turner,  "MAKIN takén.

Recommend command pass to commander garrison force".

16



CONCLUSION

The main problem in the operation was coordinating the‘attacking
force. 3pace was cramped on!the narrow Island of BUTARITARI. Control
of fire was difficult due to the flat terrain and limited area.

It is felt that the tactical plan was adeqﬁatef‘ Any errors in the
assumptions ﬁended to offset each othgr.v.The landing‘beaches being
poorer than.éxpeéted was compensated for by the enemy opposition being
lighter than expected. The hope that fhé enemy would mové*foward from
his'defensive area to oppose the landings at the Red Beaches so that he
could be taken from the rear was not realized. However, the air strikes,
ﬁaval'bombgfdment and_doublg‘attack'so‘bhoroughly.disorganiZed the
enemy's plan cf defense that surprising;yvfew casualties were sﬁffered.

_The.Army fared better tﬁan the Navy in casualties as the

following tabulation shows:

- Deaths Wounded and'injured
Army ] 66 _ 185
Navy g L2 . WL

\

The Navy's largest single loss was from the sinkingiéf‘the
carrier, "Liscombe Bayﬁ, by a Japanese submarine, when 702 men
were lost. | |
* Prisoners were few, there being only 3 Japanése,and 101 Koreansv

captured,

17



LESSONS LEARNED

From the experience in the'EAKIN@dbb;atiqn,lthénAﬁmy§;§$khed valuable
lessons for the_fighting ahead on.Pacific itolls. The difficuties
with the terrain indicated the\need for closer reconnaissancé of
beach condltions and more thorough air photographlc cover, Heavier
‘and more @encentratedprearranged fire was found to be necessary in
Qrder tQ destroy Japanese~underground shelters. Improved methods
of waterproofiné equipment, éspeciaily radios and vehicies, was fbuné
to b.e essential. | ' | -

‘ Tank~infantry cgoperation improved so much duririg the first day's
action, thét it was felt that such teamwork could exist at the start of
an operation with sufficient~tfaining together., It was reéommended that
a telephone be 1nstalled in the rear of each tank to enable the infantry
out31de to talk to the tank crews.

In the MAKIN operation, the sequence among landing ﬁaveé wésffirst
Alligators, thenvtanks, and then the infantry. Tﬁis sequence worked so
well that it was recommended for future Qperations.

Finélly,'aﬁ appreciation was éained of the cooperation_that‘the
ground forces, air forces and Navy>mnst employ toggther fof an

amphibious operation.
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27th DIVISION TASK
MAJOR GENERAL

CHIEF OF
G -1 {ACTG)

...... LT GOL CHARLES B. FERRIS

DIVISION HQS AND- HQS €O

STAEF ... COL A K STEBBINS, JR. .

......... LT COL CHARLES B. FERRIS

......... LT COL W. M. VAN ANTWERP
......MAJOR HENRY F ROSS

FORCE (52.6) AT MAKIN
RALPH C. SMITH

DET, HQ GO, 193d TANK BN

MAJOR M. C. INSKEEP

COS A, G, 193d TANK BN

LT COL H. L. EDMONDSON

CO ‘B, PROV CLRG GO
W/SURG TEAMS ATTD
102d MED BN

LT COL ABRAHAM NORMAN

1st BN, 98th GA (AA)
BATRYS K,L, 93d CA(AR) ATTD

COL ROBERT R. HENDON, JR,

GO G, 102d ENGR BN (O
LT COL HARALD F. GORMSEN

DET, 2T7th SIG CO

LT GOL T. J. MURRAY

DET, 75th SIG GO
CAPT FRED M. HAGER, JR.

DET, 727th ORD: GO

LT GOL HANS S. BENDIXEN

DET, 2324 BOMB
I DISPOSAL UNIT

CAPT GEORGE C. SARAUW

DET, 27th QM GO

MAJOR EUGENE F. CLEAVER

|

RCT 165, WITH

GoL 6. J. CONROY'
LT COL 6. W KELLEY

3d BN, 105th INF ATTD

1

AR COMMAND

NAVAL GUN FIRE CONTROL

AIR~LIAISON PARTIES

‘CQMMAND OF THE REGIMENT PASSED TO LT COL KELLEY WHEN COL GONROY DIED IN ACTION, 20 NOV.I943.

NAVAL SHORE FIRE
CONTROL PARTIES

BLT 165-1

LT COL G. W KELLEY
MAJOR JAMES H. MAHONEY

BLT t65-2

LT COL JOHN F MCDONQUGH

BLT 165-3
PR
LT GOL JOSEPH T. HART
105th FA BN
GOL H. G. BROWNE
d
152d ENGR BN (0}

GOL BRENDAN A. BURNS

sion Task Force Organization,

Chart 1 27th Di
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Photo 1 BUTARITARI from the Southwest.

)

B

Red Beach 1

Red Beach 2
UKIANGONG Point
West Tank Barrier

Yellow Seach
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Photo 2 Portion of Hed Beach 1.

Photo 3 Portion of Hed Beach 2.

30



Photo 4 Assault on Yellow Beach,




Photo 5 approaching Yellow seach,

Photo 6 Approaching Yellow Beach.
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Photo 7

west Tank Barrier.

H

B

Place where Colonel Conroy was killed.
Concealed lachine Gun that killed Colonel Conroy.
strong defensive position that delayed the 2d BIT.

Flank contact established between 1lst and 2d BlTs
prior to 1500, D-day.
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Photo 8 Light Tank iired in Shell Hole.

Photo 9 King's \tharf,
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