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INlfRODUC'frON 

The purpose of this monograph is to cover the operations of the 

27th Infantry Division Task Force from the organization and plans of 

the Force in the HAWAIIAN Islands, its movement to MAKTIJ' arid the 

assault that captured 'the Atoll. 

In order to become oriented, let us look at some geography.
 

( <"' '.0 t
n.e.L er 0 1.) It will be seen that the GILBEHT Islands strRddle 

the Equator roupfuly2000 miles south iNest of the HAv~AIIAN Islands. 

-J~lso note the relation of the GILB;:;.;HrrS to other loca1ities of interest 

as F'UNAFUrI, SAI'JIOAN Islands, SOLO.fuIAN Islands, FIJI Islands, GUn~E/~, 

, CAROLINE Islands, M.ARIANAS I slands and JA.PAN. 

Looking at Map 2, we have the GILBERT-MARSHALL Area more in 

detail. Note the relation of Iv.tAKIN to TAFU~v[P: 105 miles to the south, 

to AfAMAMA, to OCEAN and NAURU. Also note its relat10n to important 

Atolls in the N~RSlli\lLS. 

Before World V'v'ar 11, the GILBEF~TS were under British Colonial 

Administration. The J'apanese seized }lrAK:rN on 10 December 19L~1 and 

converted it into a seaplane base. In September 1942 they occupied 

TAH.iiV{A with a considerable' garrison and built an air strip. 'On 

APAMAWJA they established an, observation outpost., On OCEAN, and NAURU 

they also built up air bases. In addition) the Japanese obtain$d 
II 

from N)~URU) phosphates which were important to their munitions industry.­

These bases combined with those in -the N1fiH,SIl1~LLS formed a~ interlocking 

system of defense. 

Returning ,to Map.. l, it can be seen why the GIV3F~RTS were 'important. 

Ii'rom the bases there, the Japanese struck at -our advanced staging areas 
I 

such as CANTON Island and 1"UNAFUffI. Japanese observation planes could
 

report the movements of our convoys a.nd could direct submarines and
 

bombers to ,points of interception.
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Conversely, once "lNe controlled the GILBi(n,TS, OlJr Y'out~s to the 

Southwest Pacific ¥Jould be shortened and protected, we would deny JAPAN 

the use of t,he-,phosphates of NAURU -' and 'c"te "rould have ba.ses from \:\Thich 

to conduct operations against the MAHSHALLS. 

By July 19/+3: it was apparent to the Jotnt Chiefs of Staff that 

sufficient amphibious and ground forces would be available for the 

Central Pacific Area to conduct operations against the GILBERT Islands. 

Ac cordingly, Admiral NiIl.'litz) COfflJllander-in-Chief., Pacific Ocean Areas-, 

was directed to initiate planning and organization for these operations. 

After almost tViTQ years of defense, -'Ne vvere to take the offensive in'the 

Central Pacific Area. 
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The entire operation in the I}IJ..BER1'S was given the cod.e name 

fTGalvariic H , with the objective of TARl-tVl1rgiven to the Marines,. and 

the objective of MAKIN given to the Army. ~ The staff of the 27th 

Infantry Division was given the mission of drafting a plan for the 

organization and operations of a task force to accomplish the Armyts 

mission. 

Intelligence of conditions on MAKIN ."NlaS3 obtained in several 

ways. The 27th Division's assistan.t G-2 in the submarine lINauti1us li 

cruised in the vicinity of KIIAKIN, takinj pictures of the shoreline 

·through the periscope. Mosaics were obtained from the S~venthAir 

Force photographic recolli1aissance flights of 23 July 1942, 20 

February 1943 and 11 July 1943. Pictures were obtained from a raid 

,by carrier-based planes on 18-19 September 1943. Useful data was 

obtained from the report of Carlson's Marine Haiders on their night 

raid of 16-17 August 1942. rr'wo former. residents' of MAKm,8 Lt. 

Commander of the Royal Australian· Navy and a soldier from the 1st 

Fiji Infantrjj added more useful data. 

From the foregoing, a composite picture was obtained of the 

terrain. tRefer to Map .3.) MAKIN Atoll is an irregular formation of 

reefs and islands around a large lagoon. The main passage into the 

lagoon passes just north of the northwestern tip of BUTARITARI. 

BUTARITARlis the largest and the most 'important island. It was here 

that the Japanese developed a seaplane base. BUTARITARI and KUMA are" 

connected by a reef, the 'east side of which is high enough to permit 

crossing ~~ foot at low tide. Heavy surf beats on the southern shore 

of BUTARITARI. At the western end of the island, the beaqhes are 

Widely se~rat~.ci from each other and very narrow. Jagged coral 

pinnacles make approaches to them difficult. They are freer of heavy 

surf than the southern beaches and were believed to offer suitable 

access to the island. 
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Once ashore, the dominant vegetation would be cocoanut palms. 

However, along the lagoon shore and at the edges of ponds, mangroves 

and salt brush would be foood. li'or food the natives raise a taro like 

plant called "Bobaiil which they grow in pits. These pits have soft 

banks and mucky bottoms,and being covered "by 'vegetation, would be 

definite obstacles to troops and vehicles. 

The terrain is so flat that th~re is no natural point' of 

observation. After rains, extensive areas are covered by shallow ponds 

surrounded by marshland. Running the length of BUTARITARland KU~ill is 

a cora~l sand highway, resembling a causeway where it crosses the marshes., 

At low tide, port?-ons of the'reefare bared which could be used for the 

passage of vehicles. 

Reference Map/.4, air photograpns revealed certain features. 

About 3,000 yards from the western end of BUTARITARI laY' a clearing 

from lagoon to ocean with in which an antitank ditch had been dug. 

About two miles' northeast of, this ditch was another. Between these 

two obstacles, the Japanese concentrated their principal} installations 

and built their, main defenses. In the vicinity of this area was seen 

four wharves of varying lengths. 

An estimate of the Japanese strength on MAKIN was that there welte 

about lao troops operating 4. heavy and 4 medium antiaircraft guns, from 

20 to 46 machine guns and the rifles of one company• The proXimity of 
I 

:MAKIN to the airfields and seaplane bases at 'rARAWA, MIL!, JALUrr, WOTJE, 
;' 

MALOELAP, NAURUandKWAJALEIN made Japanese air strikes from them a 

possibility. 

r.rhehwa~ther will be disctlsse4 only to say it was investigated and 
) 

was considered to be favorable for the contemplated operations• 

.¥'rom the inf~rmation of the, enemy, the terrain and the weather, 

the tactical plan was developed. Landi~gs at MAKIN and 'fARAWA were to 

begin simultaneously at 0830, 20 November 1943. The 2d Ma~ine Pivision 

was to' assault TARAWA leaving one of its combat teams in reserve for 

the support of either 'rARAWA or MAKIN. If this reserve was uncommitted, 

it was later to ocCUpy APAMAMA.. 
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For the taking of MAKIN, the following plan was developed. 

The, 27th Infantryffask ~~orce was o~ganize.d as shown in Chart 1. 

Referring to Map 4, beaches were designated as Red Beach 1, Red 

Beach 2 and Yellow Beach. The 1st BLT was to land on ,Red Beach, 1,. 

and the 3d BLT was to land on Red Beach 2, both· at 0830, and to 

penetrate .inland to the -:e6et, while special detachments were to 

proteot their flanks to the north and south, If all went well 

acoording to plan on the Red Beaches, . the 2d BLT w:as to land witbin 

the lagoon at Yellow .Beach at 1030, with special detach,ments 

'protecting its east and west flanks. If difficulties were encountered 

at the Red Beaches, the landing at Yellow Beach was to be postponed, 

and the 2d. BLT would be committed in support of the other two BL'l'~': s 

on the Red Beaches. 

(rhe Seventh Air .Force was to soften· up the island during the 

week preceding the attack by bombers. It was to provide photographic 

recormaissance on the day preceding the attack. It was to strike 

NAURU and air strips in the MARSHALLS from which the Japanese might 

send aid during the action. 

Navy carrier~based bombers were to strike installations from 

daylight till 1615, thereafter to maintain air patrols, submarine 

reconnaissance, search flights, artillery spotting, observation 

liaison, and light bombing and strafing as needed. 

At 0620 there was to·be a prearranged naval bombardment from 4 

battleships and l.l. cruisers directed on the western shore from KOTABU 

Island to UKIANGONGPoint. 

'When the first wave of boats was 800 yards from the Red Beaches, 

carrier-based fighters were to strafe the beaches and vicinity. When 
1 '. 

the boats, reached a point 100 yards 'from shore, the fighters were to 

.withdraw while bombers were to hit defense instal1atdons from 500 to. 
1,000 yards inland. Fifteen minutes after the first wave landed, the 

bombers were to withdraw~ 

rfhe same pattern of bombardm~nt, strafing and bombing was to 

precede the attack on Yellow Beach. 
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For control, a line was established 1600yards inland from the 

Red Beaches, called a 11Beachhead LineH to which the 1st and. 3d BLT's 

were to advance but not go beyond prior to 1030, in order not to be 

endangered by falling missles in the preparation for Yellow Beach attack. 

Here the 1st HL'J; wa~ to take over' th(' whole line while the 3d HLT was to 

go into re'serve. 

The Field Artillery batteries landing with the BLT's at the Red 

Beaches. were to pass at once from battalion control and to take positions 

atUKIANGONG Point. From here iiher"were to cover any part. of the 
11&.f,',·; 

Japanese main defensive position on call. 

After the 2d BLT landed at Yellow Beach, it was to cut across the 

island from lagoon to ocean. Then part of the force would lexeeUitei>al..~~lding 

action to the east, while, the main effo~ would be toward the west in 

the directiono~ the Japanese west tank obstacle. 

After 1030, the 1st BLT would beadvaneing eastward toward the 

west tank obstacle. Thus this barrier would be enveloped from front 

and rear. When this barrier was taken, a drive could be made eastward 

the length, of the ~sland to' ~~s last point, and (~e~Jh::~~a¢hmei1t:B 

w6U1c1·:l)ij; (~pateh$i~ ':to> l:s-eiz:~:' t};fl3LfO\1tipost .islands. 

8
 



'rRAIN:lNG 

Although the 27th Division had trained for beach landings and 

jungle fighting since arriving in the HAWAIIAN Islands, the prospect 

of actual combat encouraged intensive training for the operations on 

MAKIN. Of the 6,470 men in the 27th Dd.vision l'ask Force, approxi­

mately 1,300 were in attached units. This called for considerable 

training in coordination and cooperation, to weld the whole into a 

fight i1)g team. 

Refresher trainin~ was conducted on all phases of ,Infantry 

subjects. In addition, jungle woodcraft,aungle lore and tropical 

hygiene ~ere now studied. Weapons training and practice with live 

hand grenades w~re emphasized. 

Training was held from' s.mall unit problems in jungle fighting 

to regimental combat team exercises. Some of the problems ~volved 

were daylight attack~in close terrain, hasty and' prepared defenses, 

night operations, perimeter defense, day and night withdrawal, the 

attack of fortified positions in jungle'terrain, and the elimination 

of snipers. 

Exercises were held in amphibious training with floating 

equipment; practice in swimming and staying afloat fully clQthed 

and ~earingan infantry pack; loading and unloading supplies; and 

ship to shore rehearsals under naval gunfire and air bombing, 

controlled by shor~ fire control parties. 

However, tim~ was insuffiqient for infantry and 'tank crews to 

develope adeqaabe effectiveness together~ An unsolved problem was 

the communication between crews inside tanks and the infantryman 

outside. 
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:MOVEMENT TO MAKIN
 

'fhe 27th Infantry II'ask E'orce for movement was loaded and organized 

as shown on -Chart 2 •. The main body of this force left PEARL HARBOR 

in the HAWAIIAN Islands on 10 November 1943. Along with these troop 

carrying ships were 4 battleships" 4cr~sers" 9 aircr~ft carriers and 

10 destroyers. At the same time that this force was moving toward 
I 

.MAKIN, an even larger force was advancing on 'fARAWA. 

The· nature of the expedition was explained to the troops two 

hours after the departure from OAHU.,(During the voyage, intelligence 

material was studied from maps" sand tables, mosaies" and photo­

interpretation charts. Squads and detachments reviewed their assignments. 

As tpe expedition approached YAKIN, several Japanese. planes were 

seen and some engaged. Also, the Japanese were known to have radar 

installations on }lAKIN, so the expedition c?uld not count on surprise. 

In the early hours of 20 November 1943, the lI'ask F'orce arrived 

off MAKIN. The transport s moved to a designated- transport -area about 

four miles west 0.£ the island. Between 0258 and 0600, no enemy fire 

was received. ffhe Task Force prepared to- launch its attack. 
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FIRST DAY'S OPERATIONS 

'The assault opened with air strikes as planned. The transports 

fiDom5their assigned area 6,000 yards from the beaches, lowered their 

small boats. The warships, after the planes had completed their 
./ 

mission:?, opened up with the preplanned bombardment. At e645, a 

special detachment in two LCVP's, headed for KOTABU Island in order 

to secure the entrance to the lagoon. At eSIS, the first waves of 

landing craft· of the 1st and 3d BLT1 s crossed the 1ineo£ departure, 

with a further run of 14 minutes to the beaches. lrhe beaches were 

found to be narrow and poor,' and in one portion of Red Beach 1, it 

was found to be no beach at all. The poor conditions at the beaches, 

however, were compensated for in Part, by the extremely light enemy 

opposition. 

Theist and 3d BLT's moved inland from the Red Beaches according 

to plan. 'They were opposed by sniper fire, but more difficulty was 

encountered from the terrain which had been well chewed up from the 

bombardment. (Refer to Map 5) They movedfoward to the beachhead 

line where the 1st BLT took over the entire line, while the 3d BLT 

weht the reserve area indicated. The special detachments moved toward 

:FLINK Point and UK~NGONG Point. The movement to FLn~KPoint was slow 

but UKIANGONG Point was quicklyre~ched and byllOO, the~ield 4rtillery 

guns were ashore to be emplaced there. 

Nativesbb~gan coming- out of their hiding. places in the brush. 'fo get 

, them out of the way, they were given water and food and moved toward 

FLINK Point. About 480 congregated t~ere, some being used for a labor 

force. They seemed to be pleased that the Americans had come. 

Since the landings on the £led Beaches were progressing without 

strong opposition, the 2d BLT was ordered to make landings.on Yellow 

Beach. The special detachment tha~ went to KOTABU Island took possession 

of an empty island, so the entrance to the lagoon was secure. rof.'he 2d 

BLT, when 500 yards offshore, came under machime gun cross-fire~ When 

ashore, the special detachments designated to protect the flank;s, went 
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to nOn Chong I an and riliing t sF! wharves where they cleared the enemy and 

constructed defensive beach blocks. The me.n from the 2d B~r, for the 

-most part, had to get out of their landing craft while 250 yards off­

shore and wade in chest deep. The intensity of enemy tire increased. 

Radios, Jt'::1l.am.eJ~ii throwers, bazookas and other equipment became soaked or 

lost. (Reference Map 4) 

The 20. BLT pushed across the island from lagoon to ocean, and 

according to plan, split, the le.ft wing turning to the east to hold a 

line across the island while the right wing turned to the west t'o 

advance on the west tank barrier and defenses from the rear, and to 

make contact with the 1st ELT advancing eastward. 'The attack was 

closely coordinated, using phase lines' to bring the 1st BLT to the west 

tank barrier at the same time that the 2d BLT overcame the defenses from 

the opposite side. At. this time artillery aJ;1d naval gunfire support 

was not feasable due to the proximity of units on each side of the barrier. 

Besides, the soaking-of radio instruments made communications almost' 

impossible. At this time it would be well to look at Map 6, showing the 

nature and location of the enemy's defenses. 

By 1230,eeilie.mentbs.J<f>ft,hhe.2dBLT were in line facing the eastern 

edge of the west tank barrier. ThelstBLT was well along in its 

advance from the beachhead line to the western edge of the tank barrier 

clearing, opposed mostly by tree and ground snipers. Elements of the 

1st BLT were held up in front of the north flank of the west tank barrier. 

Colonel Conroy, commanding officer of the l65thInfantry, came foward 

to see what was. holding up the advance, and was struck between the eyes 
, 

from the fire of a concealed machine gun. At ~455, on the first day, 

the three BLTs had lost their regi.mental commander. Colonel Kelley 

assumed ~o.mmand. 

The fighting' on both sides of-the west tank barrier consisted in 

knocking out dug in emplacements and shelters. However, by about 1700, 

contact: between the 1st and 2d BLTs extended
( 

the length of the barrier. 
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10 the entire zone from the western beaches to the center of the enemw's 

main defensive area enemy resistance had been overcome except for one 

small pocket northwest of the west tank barrier. Orders were given to 

break off hostilities, and select and secure positions for the night. 

~See Map 7). 

During the night, the Japanese were energetic and active. Some of 

the enemy who had been cut off, moved eastward to rejoin their forces. 

Others moved from the east back into areas which had been cleared, to 

harass our troops in fox holes and to set up machine guns in positions 

of adyantage for the following day. This activity caused much trigger­

happy firing by our troops and much sleepless-anxiety. 
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SECONlJ DAY'S OPERATIONS 

The plan for the second day provid.ed for elements of the 2d BLT 

to push eastward toward the eastern tank barrier. The 1st BLT was to 

clear out snipers near the west ~ank barrier and thence westward to the 

Red Beaches. 

A 105 .mm howitzer' barrage was fired ahead of the 2d BLT and as far 

as the east tank barrier fromID700to 0820, and from 0945 till 1010. 

At 0835, bombing and strafing by air was furnished. 

The operations of the. advancing front consisted of clearing out 

pillboxes, dugouts and log-revetted emplacements. Coordinat~on between 

tanks and infantry constantly iIriproved. 

By 1730, an advance to the line shown on ]~rap 8 was achieved, and 

orders were issued to prePare defenses for the night. 

As on the previous night, .there was much enemy activity and 

patrolling. However, the experience gained from the night before 

enabled our troops to take precautionary measures, and the trigger­

happy firing was reduced. 



THIRD DAY'S OPERATIONS 

At.06oo on the third day, the 3d B~T moved from the reserve area 

to relieve ·the 2d BLf from its positions near the east tank ba'rrier. 

From 0700 to 0820, the artillery, from tlKIANGONG Pointfir~d a barrage 

at the east tank barrier, .after which it displaced foward to the vicinity 

of the Yellow Beach area • The 3d ELf attacked at 0800 aided by light .;v~; 

and medium tanks. At 1100, two 'reinforced platoons from Company A, 

165th lnfantry, in six Alligators,. moved over the lagoon to a position 

eastward of the ,east tank barrier, where the island ata bight narrows 

to a width of 150 yards. Here,at 12,30, they set up a machine gun 

barrier to prevent the escape of any enemy from. the east tank barrier 

positions. (Reference Map 9) . 

A special detail from Company M, 105th Infantry, left in 10 LVT 5 

at 1200 for .KUa Island, and at 14,30, set up machine guns and defenses 

there to prevent any enemy from escaping from BUTARI'rARI to KtDJIA. 

~lhe 3d 81;1* pressed toward against the east tank barrier. The 

combined attack trom. air, artillery, tank guns and intantry weapohs 

had reduced it b~fore it was reached. B.t·:104~, jtt1.wa:s:pa:ss:eL 

The speedy advance of the 3d BLT brought it at 13.30, to the bight wh.ere 

Company A' had established aline. 

At 1510, Major General Ralph C. Smith, the Divisional Commander, 

assumed command of the island forces. He received instructions from 

Admiral Turner for the early reembarkation of the 1st and. 2d 'BLTs, all 

the medium tanks, and all the air and naval gunfire lia.ison offioers. 

The 3d BLT advanced some 2,100 yards beyond the bight 'and stopped 

at 1645, to prepare defenses for the night • As soon as darkness fell, 

the enemwmade attacks on the defensive perimeters. Barefoot Japanese 

ran upon the fox holes and gun positions, fired at almost point blank 

range, and wereengage~ by our troops with knives and clubbed weapons. 

Grenades sailed back and forth. Between attacks the Japanese crawled. 

baok to their 0Wll.; lines to drink saki. Daylight brought. reliet.. This 

last Japanese action came 'to be called ftSaki I'liightu • It was the last 

concerted resistance by a despet~~e remnant of the original enemy force. 
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fOURTH DAY'S OPERATIONS 

The 3d BLT form.ed f'or',ahtadvanoe to m.op up the remaining 4 Jn1les 

of the island. Only sniper fire was encountered, and by l030,the tip 

of BUTARITARI was reached. 

Further operations consisted of combing BUTARITARI for Japanese 

and reconnoitering the .other islands of MAKIN Atoll. Preparations 

were made for the departUre of the assault 'forces. 

General Smith reported to Admiral Turner, n riMA-KIN taken. 

Recommend command pass to commander garrison fo~cefi. 
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CONCLUSION 

'The main problem in the operat:i.on was coordinating the attacking 

force. Space was cramped on the narrow Island of BUTARITARI.' Control 

of fire was difficult due to the flat terrain and limited area. 

It is felt that the tactical plan was adequate. Any errors in the 

assumptions tended to offset each other. ,The landingbeacbes being 

poorer than expected was, compensated for by the enemy opposition being 

li,ghter than expected. 'fhe hope that the enemy would move foward from 

his' defen~ive ,ar~ to oppose the landirigs at the Red Beaches so that he" 

could be taken from the rear was not realized. H~wever, the air strikes, 

naval bombardment and double ,attack' so' thoroughly disorganized the 

enemy's plan of defense that surprisin'glyfew casualties were suffered. 

The Army fared better than the Navy in casualties, as the 

followirlg tabulation shows: 

Deaths Wounded and injured 

A.rm, 66 IS5 

Navy 752 '291, 

The Navy's largest single loss was from the sinking, of, the 

carrier,uLiscombe BayU J by a Japanese submarine, when 702 men 

were lost. 

Pri$oners were few, there being only 3 Japanese and 101 Koreans 

captured. 
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LESSONS LEARNED
 

From the experience in the MAKIN ,. ope;rati<?lI, :·Lthe:.,A~Y;-t;Lea~~d valuable 

lessons for .the fighting ahead on Pacific Atolls. The difficuties 

with the terrain indicated the.need for closer reconnaissance of 

beach conditions and more ttl-orough air photographic cover. Heavier 

.and more ~'Qne:en:hratedprearranged fire was found to be necessary in 

order to destroy Japanese' underground shelters. Improved' methods 

of waterproofing equipment, especially radios and vehicles, was found 

to be essential. 

Tank-infantry c?operation improved so ~uch during the first day's 

action, that it was felt that such teamwork could exist at the start of 

an operation fiith sufficient training. together. It was recommended that 

a telephone be installed in the rear of each tank to enable.the infantry 

outside to talk to the tank crews. 

In the :MAKIN operation, the sequence among landing waves was Cfirs;p 

Alligators, then· tanks, and then th~ infantry. This §equence worked so 

well that it was recommended for future 9perations. 

Finally, an appreciation was gained of the cooperation that the 

ground forces, air forces and Navy must employ together for an 

amphibious operation. 
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FEET 

Map 7 The First Night onBUTAIUTARI 
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THE SECOND DAY's ADVANCE 
21 November 1943 

1000 

FEET 

U,.d of 
furthest advonce 

1 
...--1 

Map 8 The Second Day's Advance. 
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REACHING THE EASTE,RN TI P 

22-23 ·NOVEMBER 1943 

Map 9 Reaching· the Eastern Tip. 
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FORCE (52.6) AT MAKIN27th DIVISION TASK 
MAJOR GENERAL 

DIVISION HQS AND' HQS CO 

CHIEF OF STAFF .•• COL A. K. STEBBINS, JR. 
G-I (ACTG) ••••••••. LT COL CHARLES B. FERRIS 
G-2 ............... LT COL W. M. VAN ANTWERP 
G-3 .... ... . .... " . MAJOR HENRY F. ROSS 
G- 4 ... '........... LT COL CHARLES B. FERRIS
 

, 

-
'- ­

DET, HQ co, 193d TANK BN DET, 27th SIG CO 

MAJOR M. C. INSKEEP LT COL T. J. MURRAY 

.. 

COS A,O, 193d TANK BN DET, 75th SIG CO 

LT COL H. L. EDMONDSON CAPT FRED M. HAGER, JR. 
. 

CO B, PROV CLRG CO
 
W/SURG TEAMS ATTD
 DET, 727th ORO' CO 

I02d MED BN 
LT COL HANS S. BENDIXEN 

LT COL ABRAHAM NORMAN 

1st BN, 98th CA (AA) DET, 232do BOMB 
BATRYS K, L, 93d CA(AA) ATTD DISPOSAL UNIT 

COL ROBERT R. HENDON, JR. CAPT GEORGE C. SARAUW 

CO C, I02d EN~R~ DET, 27th OM CO 

LT COL HARALD F. GORMSE.(>J I MAJOR EUGENE F. CLEAVER 

. 

I~OM MAND OF THE REGIMENT PASSED TO LT COL KELLEY WHEN _~OL CONROY DIED IN ACTION, 20 NOV. 1943. 

RALPH C. SMITH 

I 

I AIR COMMAND 

I 
AIR-LIAISON PARTIESr 1 

~ 

~ 

t-­

1 
RCT 165, WITH 

3d BN, I05th INF ATTD 

COL G. J. CONROy l
 

LT COL G.W. KELLEY
 

I,I 

BLT 165- I
 

LT COL G. W KELLEY
 
MAJOR JAMES H. MAHONEY 

BLT 165-2 

LT COL JOHN F MCOONOUGH 

BLT 165-3 

LT COL JOSEPH T. HART 

105th FA BN
 

COL H. G. BROWNE
 

152d ENGR BN IC)
 

COL BRENDAN A. BURNS
 

NAVAL 

r 

.... 
" 

GUN FIRE CONTROL 

T 
NAVAL SHORE FIRE
 

CONTROL PARTIES
 I 



LsT NO. 78 LST NO 31 

ASSAULT TROOPS 

~.. 

ASSAULT TROOPS 

HQI~16.5 

,0,0 105 

COLL B ffi 102 MED 

SHIP PARTY 

OET t8J Ilgg 

OET~ \g~ 

AKA ALCYONE 

HQ3~le~ 

1~165 

K~165 OETB3i65 

ASSAULT TROOPS 

HQ~16.5 

PERS~16~ 

ffiies 
HQ0105 OET[!] 27 co 

HQ§193 DET[!J75 CO 

cg19~ C~I02B c-) L.:J (-) 

K~~_1 H&S[!]152 

OETm 727 CO B EEl ~E2D(-. 

DET (9]27 CO PFl:OVffi~~ROW 
SURGICAL TEAMS 

BAND 165 INF' 

SHIP PARTY 

APA NEVILLE 
BLT 165-2 

(Me DONOUGHl 

Chart. 2 Loading Plan. 
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Photo 1 B11l'ARITARI from the Southwest. 

Jl Red Beach 1
 

M Red Beach 2
 

U UKIANGONG Point 

W llest Tank Barrier 

l Yellow Jjeach 
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Photo 2 Portion of Hed Beach 1 • 

• 

__'L". 
",' .. . 

Photo 3 Portion of Red Beach 2. 
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Photo 4 Assault on Yellow 8each. 

31 



Photo 5 npproaching Yellow deach. 

Photo 6 Approaching Yellow Beach. 
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Photo 7	 ..est Tank Barrier. 

A Place where l.:o10ne1 L:onroy was killed. 

8 Concealed :.:.schine UUn that killed Colonel Conroy. 

C .:>trong defensive position that delayed the 2d BLT. 

D Flank contact established between 1st and 2d BLTs 
prior to	 1500, D-day. 
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Photo 8 Light Tank .ired in Shell Hole. 

Photo 9 King' s ./harf. 
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Photo 10 l::ovement foward of the 3d tt'l, 165th Infantry. 

, 
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