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PLATE 2

(
im Avto Rifleman, Serg'r.

SQUADS RIGHT

e

w3

\ m Rifleman, Sergh,

Commarnds and means of execulvorn
same as prescribed i [ DO. R

COLUMN OF SQUADS FROM LINE

o
Q.
Y 2 3
o a e =
= o> | G ﬁU.
o e - =
B ) o it
@ : ™ &
—_ )
=¥ v cC A, A
\' “ar1s8 g <opedy s/ L i i)\ (Vi -
P L‘t i
] s T A @ @ @
uh " pEY 7 \m U_.t.\m |
| Em\wvwww o t&tﬂ u....wmm .u...\._.u‘m xwm. AL i - q\\n;
o SRILLEY ratd m
g o] %& ﬁuw i sah, 2 e é 2 e o ﬁ ‘
o < < ;
ﬁ ..GL\h.u k&\\bnu V //A 2 w_ﬂ.ﬂ_“ A m R m
v
< N
= S
2 R
. b
N 9
Q Q
. 3
3 X
3 N
Q
5 2
E N




THE HALF-PLATOON.

The platoon is subdivided into half-platoons. Both half-platoons contain
automatic riflemen. The addition of the rifle section usually completes one
half-platoon and the addition of the hand bomber and rifle grenadier sections
‘ compleles the other half—platoon The half-platoon is not trained as a separate

unit. It is commanded in action by the rifle sergeant or the automatic rifle
sergeant.

Formation.

The formation of each of the half-platoons is as indicated on Plate 3.

The platoon being in column of squads (Plate 2) to form line of half-
platoons, by command (a) or by 51gnals ) :

(@) The commands are : 1. Line of half- platoons, 2. Marcn. At the
command of execution, each half—platoon at once begins to execute “left by
twos”, under the direction of the half-platoon leader who commands “Forrow
Me”.  When the leading half-platoon has completed the movement “left by
twos”, it is halted by its leader; the rear half-platoon 1s conducted to the letf
front by its leader and 1s halted when 1t arrives abreast of the first half-platoon
and at about thirly meters interval.

(b) Signals : Signal “Platoon”, followed by two or three sweeps of the
arm in a vertical plane perpendicular to the front. A company commander
making use of this signal will first point towards the platoon or platoons affected.

The above is the usual method of forming line of half-platoons. However,
should it be desired to retain the half-platoon in column of squads or to
form directly in column of files, the command “in column of squads” or “in
column of files”, as the case may be, is added to the preparatory command.
These formations are unusual.

THE SECTION.

The section consists of riflemen, hand bombers, rifle grenadiers, or auto-
malic riflemen. It is commanded by the appropriate non-commissioned officer
prescribed in Tables of Organization, who is responsible, under the platoon
commander, for its training as a section and for the training of the individual -
soldier in the use of his particulan weapon. The training ol each section as .
such is prescribed in the appropriate manual. '



PLATE 3

LINE OF HALF-PLATOONS
r AN APPROACH FORMATION
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THE COMBAT GROUP.

The platoon is formed in line of combat groups for the following purposes :

To minimize losses during an advance under artillery fire; to facilitate -

control; for ready deployment into the assault formation with any desired
arrangement of weapons.

- Being in line of half—platoons to form line of combal.groups :

(a) The ,comnmnds are : 1. Line of groups, automalics (right, leﬂ
cenler, flanks), 2..M anciL AL the command of execution ¢ach combat group,
under the supervision of the leader of the half-platoon, executes left by file,

and is conducted by the leading man of the group by the shortest line to its

position (bee Plate 4 for “Automatics right”). Each group musl always main-
tain the arrangement of individuals shown in Plate 4, whatever the position of
the particular group in the line of groups. T he base unit for the movement is
that group of the first half-platoon which marches straight to the front. The.
leader of the lmlr-pl.ltoou halts the base unit when' it has gamed a convenlent
,dlstance to the front. :

(D) S]gnals :  Signal “Squad”, followed by “A” of the Morse code,
made with the arm extended (indicating “Automatics”). Finish the signal by
pointing towards the rlght for “Automatics right”, towards the left for “Auto-
matics let”, by extending both arms laterally for ‘“Automatics flanks”, and by
sweeping both arms forward and across the body for “Automatics center”
This signal will be preceded by pointing successively to the platoons or half-
‘platoons to execute the movement, the base element being 1nd1cated ﬁrst
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PLATOON AS ASSAULT ECHELON.

In arriving at the assault formations shown in Plates b-7, the usual
sequence of movements is as flollows : The platoon being i column of
squads (l'iglnt in‘ﬁ'onl), forms line of half-platoons, then line of combal groups
in the particular formation desired as shown in the above menuoned plates,
then deploys in the assault formation. ‘

Being in line-of Combat Groups to form for assault :

(a) The commands are : 1. As s/ru‘nus/zers, in lwo waves (one wrwc), ;
2. Maran.  The del:uls ol execution are shown on the opposile plate.

(6) Signals : Signal “As skirmishers”. The deployment will ordina~
rily be made in two waves. If desired in one wave, follow the signal “As
skirmishers” by raising either arm, extended verlically, and immediately
repeat the signal “As skirmishers”. The signal will be preceded by pointing
successively to the lmlf—pldtoons to execute Llle movement, the base half-
platoons being indicated first. ' _ '

It is to be noted that the deployment of rifle squads and rifle grenadiers
is made as prescribed for deploying the squad in par. 124, I. D. R. The riffe
grenadier corporal as file closer lakes his proper place during the deployment.
Hand bombers and automatic riflemén deploy on the leading man of the parti-
cu]m"gl'oup and always to his right as shown-on the plate. Note that vifle
grenadiers worl in groupsy of thrée,’ with the carrier between (wo rifle grena-
diers; hand bombers in groups of four, witl the leader on the left; aulomatic
riflemen in groups of three with the gunner on the left, except when deploying
from “Aulomalics left”, one carrier (scoul) should be on the left of the gunner,
in order to qlve protection on the left {flank. (See note opposite Plate 7).

Rifle. grenadiers are always in the second wave. Hand bombers can be

used as rillemen.



PLATOON AS ASSAULT ECHELON
Iwo Assaulting Waves
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Th_e formation on opposite page can be employed wiien great fire power
is needed; as, for example, to hold in front an enemy occupylng a point of
resistance while rlflemen and hand bombers envelop or enmrcle the hostile

flanks.



PLATOON IN ASSAULT ECHELON
Al 4 Avtomatics in Ist Wave
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The formation on the opposile page can be employed wliere a sudden
- burst of rifle fire may be neceded, followed iriunediz;tely by the bayonet; as,
for example, in a rush against a hostile trench; The automatic rifles can
deliver crossfire or protect the flanks. - The formation is also suitable for pro-
tection against hostile counter-atlack launclied after the occupation of an
objective. An enemy advancing without cover can be stopped at distances
where grenades would be valueless. o |
In situations requiring the utmost (1cvclol)1y1eht of the fire power of the
platooh, the second wave would, with the exception of the rifle grénadierS,
reinforce the first. \ '
NQ'l'i::. — Plates 6 and 7 are examples .only. To meet other -spe_ci;ﬂ conditions,
suitable assault formations can be obtained by forming line of groups with the
automatic rilles on the léft or the flanks, and the desired deployment made

therefrom.
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PLATOON IN ASSAULT ECHELON
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This formation is suitable for a companyxadvancin'g under artillery fire.

" The intervals and distances between fractions are such as to prevent two
!

from being included in the burst of one shell or shrapnel.



APPROACH FORMATION
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The ]ozcnge, like the double column, offers a poor largel o hoslile artil-

lery. It is easily mancuvered in any direction.
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COMPANY IN ASSAULT FQRMATION ; PLATE 10 |
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PLATE [/

BATTALION IN AN ASSAULT FORMATION
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