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THE HALF-PLATOON.
 

The platoon is subdivided into half-platoons. Both half-platoons contain
 
automatic riflemen. The addition of the rifle section usually completes one
 
half-platoon and the addition of the hand bomber and rifle grenadier sections
 
completes the other half-platoon. The half-platoon is not trained as a separate
 
unit. It is commanded in action by the rifle sergeant or the automatic rifle-

sergeant.
 

Formation.
 

The formation of each of the half-platoons is as indicated on. Plate 3.
 
The platoon being in column of squads(Plate 2)to,form line of half-


platoons, by command(a)or by signals(b):
 
(a) The commands are : 1. Line of hall-platoons, 2. MARCH. At the
 

command of execution, each half-platoon at once begins to execute "left by
 
twos",under the direction of the half-platoon leader who commands"FOLLOW
 
ME". When the leading half-platoon has completed the movement "left by
 
twos",it is halted by its leader; the rear half-platoon is conducted to the led
 
front by its leader and is halted when it arrives abreast of the first half-platoon
 
and at about thirty meters interval.
 

(b) Signals: Signal ',Platoon", followed by two or three sweeps of the
 
arm in a vertical plane perpendicular to the front. A company commander
 
making use ofthis signal will first pointtowards the platoon or platoons affected.
 

The above is the usual method of forming line of half-platoons. However,
 
should it be desired to retain the half-platoon in column of squads or to
 
form directly in column of files, the command "in column of squads" or "in
 
column of files", as the case may be,is added to the preparatory command.
 
These formations are unusual.
 

THE SECTION.
 

The section consists of riflemen, hand bombers, rifle grenadiers, or auto­
matic riflemen. It is commanded by the appropriate non-commissioned officer
 
prescribed in Tables of Organization, who is responsible, under the platoon
 
commander,for its training as a section and for the training of the individual
 
soldier in the use of his particulail. weapon. The training of each section as
 
such is prescribed in the appropriate manual.
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THE COMBAT GROUP.
 

The platoon is formed in line ofcombatgroups for the following purposes:
 

To minimize losses during an ..advance under artillery fire; to facilitate
 

control; for ready deployment into the assault formation with any desired
 

arrangement of weapons.
 

Being in line of half-platoons, to form line ofcombat,groups:
 

(a) The ,commands are: 1. Line of*groups, automatics(right, left,
 

cenler,flanks), 2.31ARcn. At the command ofexecution each combat group,
 

under the. supervision of the leader of the half-platoon, executes left by file,
 

and is conducted by the leading man of the group by the shortest line to its
 

position(See Plate 4 for "Automatics right"). Each group must always main­

tain the arrangement of-individuals shown in Plate 4, whatever the position of
 

the particular group in the line of groups. The base unit for the movement is
 

that group or the first half-platoon which marches straight to the front. The
 

leader of the half-platoon halts the base unit when it has gained a convenient
 

, distance to the front.
 

(0 Signals : Signal "Squad", followed by "A" of the Morse code,
 

made with the arm extended (indicating "Automatics"). Finish the signal by
 

pointing towards the right for "Automatics right", towards the left for "Auto­

matics lel", by extending both arms laterally for "Automatics flanks'', and by
 

sweeping both arms forward and across the body for "Automatics center" 


This signal will be preceded by pointing successively to the platoons or half-


platoons to execute the movement, the base element being indicated first.
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PLATOON AS ASSAULT ECHELON.
 

In arriving at the assault formations shown in Plates 5-7, the usual
 
sequence or movements is as follows : The platoon being in column of
 
squads ­(right in front),forms line of half-platoons, then line of combat groups
 
in the particular formation desired as shown in the above mentioned plates,
 
then deploys in the assault formation.
 

Being in line-of Combat Groups, to form for assault:
 
(a) The commands are : 1. As skirmishers,in two waves(one wave),
 

M,k1ICIII. The details of execution tre shown on the opposite plate.
 
(b) Signals : Signal "As skirmishers". The deployment will ordina­

rily be made in two waves. If desired in one wave,follow the signal "As
 
skirmishers" by raising either arm, extended vertically, and immediately
 
repeat the signal"As skirmishers". The signal will be preceded by pointing
 
successively to the half-platoons to execute the movement the base half
-

platoons being indicated first.
 

It is to be noted that the deployment of rifle squads and rifle grenadiers
 
is made as prescribed for deploying the squad in par. I24, I. D. R. The rifle
 
grenadier corporal as file closer takes his proper place during the deployment.
 
Hand bombers and automatic riflemen deploy on the leaAino man of the parti­
cular group and always to his right as shown.on the plate. Note that rifle
 
grenadiers work in groups of three, with the carrier between' two rifle grena­
diers; hand bombers in groups of four, with the leader on the left; automatic
 
riflemen in groups of three with the gunner on the left, except when deploying
 
from"Automatics left", one carrier(scout)should be on the left of the gunner,
 
in order to give protection on the left flank. (See note opposite Plate 7).
 

Rifle grenadiers are always in the second wave. Hand bombers cab be
 
used as riflemen.
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Tile formation on opposite page can be employed when great fire power
 

is needed; as, for example, to hold in front an enemy occupying a point of
 

resistance while riflemen and hand bombers envelop or encircle the hostile
 

flanks.
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The formation on the opposite page can be employed where a sudden
 

burst of rifle fire may be needed, followed immediately by the bayonet; as,
 

for example, in a rush against a hostile trench,' The automatic rifles can
 

deliver crossfire or protect the flanks. - The formation is also suitable for pro­

tection against hostile counter-attack launched alter the occupation of an
 

objective. An enemy advancing without cover can be stopped at distances
 

where grenades would be valueless.
 

In situations requiring the utmost development of the fire power of the
 

platoon, the second wave would, with the exception of the rifle grenadiers,
 

reinforce the first.
 

NyTE.— Plates6and 7 are examples only. To meet other special conditions,
 

suitable assault formations can be obtained ly forming line of groups with the
 

automatic rifles on the lat or the flanks, and the desired deployment made
 

therefrom.
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, This formation is suitable for a company advancing under artillery fire.
 

The intervals and distances between fractions are such as to prevent two
 

from being included in the burst of one shell or shrapnel.
 



 

PLATE 8
 
APPROACH FORMATION
 

COMPANY IN DDU5LE COLUMN
 

Each plcr6con in line of 1-7alf-platoor)s
 
Each half-platoon in column oftwo's
 

,. .
 
Cornpaf7y Liaison
 

No es as MN Mb dal 1110
 

-30-60M-1
11-3°M I

A
 

P/aeoon P/a600n
 

I I I
 



The lozenge, like the double column, offers a poor target to hostile artil­

lery. It is easily maneuvered in any direction.
 



PLATE 9
 
APPROACH FORMATION
 

COMPANY IN LOZENGE
 

Each filcitoon in line olhaIflokthoons
 

Each hagpilatoon in column oil'iwYs.
 
Captain
 

Com,oany Liaison
 
MO 110 MP OM .111. 11.
 

14--30/1-1
 
A
 

k4-­)
 

Platoon
 
P/ObCon
 

A
 

-


/
5
0
-
30
0
4
M
 



1
 



 

 

 

 
 

PLATE /0
COMPANY IN ASSAULT FORMAT/ON 

Two platoons in AssauH echelon and 74wio pla/oons /.2 Support echelonjw/M'Cleaners up"
 

HOSTILE TRENCHES
 

Fire Trench
 

FrontofCOmpany 250n7eires
 

/25 metres
 

/0 to/Spaces:
Y2 Platoon 
 Platoon
i( 


Assau/t Eche/or?
 

EIJDOODODDEIL:
 
Cleaners zip for Trench A -46'
 

C/caners u,o for
 

Li Trench 8C
 

60-100177.
 

0
 
Captain
 

One p/.77.00,

..A__ 


m
L30 
30m.-I
 

Suppor Eche/0/7
 

amommomommo
 
Cleaners up
 

Note
 

F-
OrrnaliOn Var/e0/ to meet re94//i-ernents• ofsile../a/./on
 

http:p/.77.00


 

 

PLATE /1
 

BATTALION /N AN ASSAULT FORMAT/ON
 
Two Companies//7 Reserve
 

H From'ofone Company 5Orn Front oneComponre.50m-!­•
A5scruiv.
 
41111111.111121CM • -	 IIIIIIMMINIMINI11.1101111•11111111111•101101.10111•1111.1011111,


Echevon Onzpio-tkion e pia-toof, One p10loon). One p/cyloOn. /0-is',ace5
 
amminimmo-•
 

3om
 

—
 

Cleancr-5-zip
 
60-/00m
 

tTe
Zie OI&ropS
 

5 Ace° t I
 
Ect-hz n
 

III I I 	 I
 
.21
 

One Comio(gny One Company
 

C/zoner5 uix)
 

200-400m
 

tgn•Coincir
 

Onet Company	 One Company.
 

III HII 

/
ri
2 Co:s.Rtserve
 000771
 

III 11 II II 
III IJ
 

Note
 
Forma//on may he vor/ed to seth'me si/aallof7
 
by,o/c2c1/72 Mree or even companion
 

in /7e" 7c/.r.s-74
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