





EDITORS NOTE

The following group of selected German documents, bearing
on the Cantigny operation, was assembled and translated by Major
Paul B. Harm (Retired) Army War College, Washington, D.C.

Certain documents, not included by Major Harm, have been
translated and will be found in this volume immediately follow-

ing Major Harm's compilation,

The general system of indexing explained in the foreword to
this volume differs from that employed by Major Harm, In embody-
ing the work of Major Harm, the system of indexing by page num-
bers which was adopted by the translator, has been followed,

No changes have been made in the work of the translator.
However, certain sketches and maps omitted by Major Harm have
been inserted in the proper place in the text in order to make
the work as complete as possible. Maps and sketches too large to
be included in this volume will be found in the Map Atlas.

It will be noted that certain names for terrain features
appear in the German documents and on the sketches, which differ
from the names employed on the French and U.S. Maps.

The- following list shows the edquivalent for these names:

Fasanerie -~ Bois de Framicourt.

Rhombus Wald — Bois de Franicourt.

Grenz Wald - Unnamed wood bordering the southern edge of
Cantigny.

Granat Wald — Woods of the Chateau de Jenlis,

(Grenade Woods)

M.G. (Machine Gun) Wald — Bois de Fontaine,

Grafen Waldchen - Unnamed wood at coordinates 23,2 — 31.0
(1/20,000 French Map).

Zungen Wald - Bois de Cantigny.

(Tongue Woods) :

Narron Fune. — 1la Folie Fme.

(Foolts Farm) _ ‘
Wolfsschlucht — Ravine between the Bois de Lalval
(Wolf's den or gully) and the Bois de Framicourt.

Ziethen busch — Bois du Vicomte.

(Ziethen thicket) _

Deutz Wald - Bois de Lalval.

dival Wald (sometimes Amval or Ainval) — Bois de Lalval.
Obsgarten - ®rchard just west of northern part of Cantigny.

Keulen Wald —~ (Not identified).
(01lub Wood)

Brocken Wald — (Not identified).
(Small Wood)

Tiergarten - (Not identified).
(Game preserve)
Hbllental -~ (Not identified).

(Hell valley)

Kuhschlucht - (Not identified).
(Cow Ravine)

foch Wald - (Not identified).
(High Wood)
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German Organizations Concerned,

General Information Notes by Translator.

The 18th German Army - . .
Commander — General of Infantry v. Hutier.
Chief of Staff - Major General von SauberzWeig.
Operation Officer - Major von Platen.

The 25th German Reserve Oorns
Commander - Lieut. General Baron v. Watter (Arty. Officer)
Chief of Staff — Major von Kahlden.
Gen. Staff Officer - Captaln Neitzel,

The %234 German Reserve Division — (270 Res. Inf., 271 Res. Inf.;}
272 Res. Inf. Regts.)
Commander - Major General von St. Ange. :
Gen. Staff Qfficer - Captain von Poser,

The 25th German Reserve Division - (16&th Inf. Rgt. and Reserve
, : Infy. Rgts. &3, 118)
- Commander - Major General von Mohn.
Gen. Staff Officer. - Captain von Petery.

The %0th German Infantry Division.
Commander - Major General Count v. Lambsdorff,
Gen. Staff Officer - Japtaln von Geyr.

Regiments: 83 Reserve Inf., - Major Hubner, Comdg.
270 Reserve Inf. - Major v. Rundstedt, Comdg.
271 Reserve Inf. - Col., Friedrichs, Comdg.
272 Reserve Inf. - Major v. Grothe, Comndg.

Explanation of Names Used by the German Army Between
May 26th and June Hth, 1918,

"Tarnopol" - Under this name, enterprises and raids were made
by the 272 Reserve Inf. Rgt. (%2d Division) assisted
by Artillery and Minenwerfers.

"Tannenberg"- Under this name, enterprises and ralds were made
by the 25th va1°1on.

"Manfred" - Under this name, feint attaoks were made by troops
of the 3d Army Oorms and 25th Reserve Corps, to
divert the enemyls attention from the ensuing
attack of the 7th Army.

"York" ~ This name covers the offensive conducted by the 7th
Army over the Oise — Aisne Canal and of the 18th
Army over the Oise. :

"Gneisenau" - This name covers the proposed attack of the 18&th
Aruy between Montdidier and Lassigny, and the con-
centration sector of troops furnished to assist in
the attacks.

Translator.

I1I.



CANTIGNY ATTACK OF MAY 28, 1918,

WAR DIARY
of the
18+th ARMY

From May 27 to May 31, both dates
inclusive.

Translation from a true copy of
the original on file in the
German Reichsarchive.

(Translation by Major Harm).



SITUATION MAP
of the 1&th German Army,

Situation: At noon of May 28, 1918,

Cantigny attack of May 28, 1918,
Order of battle of the 26th Reserve Corps,
at noon, on May 28, 1918,
(Extract from battle order map)

(For Situation Maps, - 18th Army showing sector
of XXVI Reserve OCorps see the Map Atlas.) - P.L.R.



EXPLANATION,

The original war diary of which the within record is a trans-—
lation used a double page for each daily entry., These two pages
which faced each other, were divided into six columns, Beginning
at the left hand side of the left page, these columns had painted
headings as follows:

First Column: Date,

Second " Place and kind of Shelter (billets).

Third " Military Activity.

Fourth " Subsistence, State of Health, Weather.

Fifth " Gain and loss of subordinated troops.
Wherefrom and whereto,

Sixth " Reflections, EXperlenoes and eSpe01ally

Important Orders

However for convenience, the above form which demands ruling
of columns, etc., has not been used (by the officer representing
the U.S. Historical Section in Germany). The entries were copied
in continuous order from left to right Hand but wherever, one
of the printed headings has been found necessary to make sense
the heading has been copied., The same system has been followed
by the translator. ,

(Note: The War Diary for the 27th of May is arranged in the form
of the German original.) - P.L.R
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: : : sfrom and tially
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May 27,:Station,:Morning Report-At :Changing :Gains :Orders
1918 sAuroir, :3d Army Corps, :clouds, tLabor ipertain-
:  :lively artillery ssight clear :Cos.,lst :ing to
: tactivity on both :to a little iof 78th tAssault
: isides, A heavy iunsettled, $3d of thattal-
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H ted especially snortheast ¢lst of  iand as-
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:3d Reserve Divis-
tion only did the
tenemy'!s artillexy
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:the evening, Our
sown artillery of
'the 3d Corps and
:25th Res, Cor s,
thas commenced the
tgassing of the
tenemy's batteries
‘as planned, La

tHerelle and Sains-—

‘Morainvillers
‘were engaged with

theavy flat trajec-

story fire by the

:26th Reserve Corps

+The artillery of
sour 3%d Res, Div,
:fired gas shells
tfrom 11 pm., to 1
sam, against the
:twood patch north
sand northeast of
tMortemer, The
:enemy threw bombs
¢in the rear areas
tof the right army
:¥lank from 10,30
ipm. to 1,45 am,

sNoon Report:This
imorning the 34

=A%mx*ggzn§ and
:206th Res. Corns
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Date:Place tMilitary Activity. :Subsis- :Gain and tRefleé-
tand - ttence — :iLoss of sub- :tions,
iKind H :State of:ordinated tExper-
: of H tHealth ~:troops Where~iiences
tShelter,: Weather, ¢ from and sand

: tTWhereto. :Espec-
: : :ially

: : Tumpor—
: : ttant

: : :Orders,
sManfred enterprises sArmy field

tas planned, After thospitals

:the wmovements to :Reserve L2

tthe. front on the rand 531,

:Staff of v
tLabor Batta~
slion No. 73
tand Army
:Corps Reserve
sJolumn No,
¢1111,

tevenings and back
tagain during the
inights, had been
scarried oqut on the
:25th & 26th, strong
tinfantry patrols,
tafter gassing the
tenemy's artillery
tgroups, advanced
ieast of Thory, at
{Grivesnes and Can-
stigny, as well as
:southwest of Fon—
:taine, and in spite
tof the furious re—
:sistance, penetrated:
¢the positions of the:
tenemy everywhere,The:
:3d Corps found the
sfront lines evacua~
sted. The 20th

- tReserve Corps cap—
¢tured several Ameri-:
scans and two Mach-
sine guns.

¢ Two of the priso-
iners taken fell dur-:.
ting the return
tmarch throt! the
tmachine gun fire of
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: :the enemy, Moderate
H tartillery activity
: sfrom the 9th Army

: :Corps to the left

: tflank of the army,

: {3 prisoners pertain-
: {ing to the French

$5&8 Infantry Div.
iwere delivered to
¢the 17th Army Corps:
$they were captured
sduring a patrol en-
tterprise by the 5th
tReserve Division,
son the road Hain-
tvillers—Orvillers,
¢They have not been
texamined yet, A
sFrench patrol was
srepelled east of
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Military Activity.  :Subsis- :(Gain and :Reflec-

Date:Place
sand 2 stence - :(Loss of $tioms,
¢Kind : i8tate  :Bubordi- iExperien-
of : '+ of tnated ices and

Shelter.: ' ~ :Health -:troops  (Espec—

e tWeather,sWherefromtially

: ¢ and $Impor-

: tWhereto, itant

: - n3 :Orders,,

tCanny sur Matz. One
tAlsatian of the &lth
sInfantry Division is
stmissing (desertion
:to the enemy suspec—
ited).
: The Wilhelm gun
:fired 15 shots be-
ttween 7:30 a.m. and
+12 noon, No counter
taction, No enemy
tflyers,
[ )
iEvening report, A
jisomewhat more heavy‘
sfire of the enemy is
ibeing placed only
‘tagainst the 3d Corps,
tespeclally against
:the 1lst Reserve Di-
tvision in connection
“twith their patrol
:raids. One of their
tpatrols advanced a&s
:far as the park of
1Grivesnes which had
sbeen ‘evacuated by the
‘tenemy., Against all -
‘tthe other fronts ‘
‘sthere is only a mo-
“tderate and in part
tonly a very slight
"tfire activity. Weak
¢flat trajectory fire
:of the 9th Army Corps
tkept the railway sta~
“¢tion of St. Just
sunder fire after mi d-
tday, At the right
~sflank of the 22 d In-
tfantry D1v181on ‘
tafter the repulse of
san’ enemy's patrol, -
tone man of the 72d.
sFrench Division re-
dmains in our hands.
$An enemy's patrol
. ‘iwas driven back in
ifront of the 38th
{Reserve Corps, north-
seast of Manlcump. )
${Distance reconnaiss-
tance to Beauvais,
:Clermont, Pont St
:Maxence had no resul-:
¢%s. The number of.
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Military Activity.  :Subsis-— $Gain and tReflce-

DatesPlace :
$and : ttence - :Loss of :tioms,
iKind : iState  isubordi~ :Experien-
¢ of : : of tnated sces and
:Shelter.: : tHealth —¢troops :Espec-—
¢ t ' :Weather, :Wherefromiially
: : L ¢ and $Impor—
H : : iWhereto., stant
: : : : iOrders.

tcars at the railway
tdepot Creil seem less
tCombat echelons of
tthe 18th Army took
ipart in the fight in
:Soissons,
:tReconnaissance
tresults: Of 14 avia-
stors who found the
trange* 6 belong to
'17th and 4 to the
Stn Army Corps.

o0

.Losses; Oflloams -
idead 2 wounded 5
imissing O

:Men - dead 28 wound~-
ted 153 missing 3

o
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*(Registration of artillery fire by aerial observation,) - P.L.R.

May 28 EStation
1918 Auroir,

Morning Renort: At the 3d _Army Corps and 20th Reserve Corps,
moderate and at times only a comewhat more rapld growing harasslng
fire, especially against front combat zones, The gassing of enemy
batteries was kept up. At the 9th Army Corpns. a strong detachment
which advanced against the 222d Infantry Division, after heavy
artlllpry preparatlon was repulsed in close combat. The artillery
of the 26th Reserve Oorps and 9th Army Corps kept the railway
yards of Bacouel, Gannes and St, Just under fire. The activity
of the bnemy's amtlllory grew morc rapid toward the evening
against the 17th and &th Ariy Corps and 38th Reserve Corps and
af ter midnight especially so against the 38th Rescrve Corps. The
75th Reserve Division made onc DIl oner in the rcgion of Canny.
According to a report from the front the prisoner belongs to the
125th French division. At the &th Army Corps, Lassigny was on-
gaged with heavy calibre, the mositions at mnd east of Lassigny
were keopt under a heavy fire. Our artillery engaged on the road
Cuts-Namcel, some guns which were being divertecd, with a heavy
flat trajectory fire. The artillery of the 38th Regorve Gérps
placed destructive fire in the direction of Blerancourt and on
the roads leading southeast thereof.

The aviation activity of the cnemy remained trivial while

ours grew more lively in the evening. In spite of the clear

weather, the enemy's aviation activity was indifferent during
the nlyht Only about 50 bombs were thrown in the viecinity of
ROZleICS and Ham. Observatlon recconnaissance between 7:10 and
7:50 p.., resulted in no traffic on the railway stretch
Gomp1e~ne»801ssons and the railway depots Compiegne, Soissons
were found free. Air Service attack Group No, 3 (First Licut.

...7.-



Henke) assumed the offensive in the vattle of the 7th Army, Suc-
cessful machine gun attacks against train columns and artillery
north of Soissons. Bombing Squadron No, 4 in several flights
attacked Clermont and drell with a total of 573 bonbs (12900 kg);
one train in the railroad yard of Creil was burning. Aeroplanes
which searched the road Clermont-Estrees—St. Denis with light,
discovered two auto-columns of about 20 autos running in an
easterly direction. Undefined columns were sighted, marching
into Clermont and into the east portion of the Gomplegne forest
in direction of Pierrefond.

The Wilhelm gun fired 3 shots betwWeen 6:35 and 7:05 a.m.

Noon Reaort The artillery fire of the enemy greW stronger at
 @bout 6 a.m,, against the left flank of the 3d Qorps and 26th
Reserve Corps and against the right flank of the 9th Corps, S. At
about & a.m. the fire grew denser against Cantigny, Courtemanche
and Fontaine., After artillery o;eparatlon lagting U5 minutes,
the enemy, supported by seven tanks, attacked north and south of
Gantlwny. The tanks were partly shot to pieces and partly forced
to retire. Gantlény was occupled by the enemy, Fl*ntlng is going
on for height 104 east of anulgny. A counter—-attack is under
preparation. A concentrated fire is being placed on Cantigny for
the time being. The artillery of the 3d and 9th Army 001ps
assisted by engaging thc batt GTIGS of the enewmy and by reinforc-
ing the fire in front of the 25th Reserve Corps. Railway station
S8t. Just is kept under fire. At _the 3d Corps, the cnemy advanced,
during the hecavy fire rcported this morning, against and ecast of
Lass1wny with large nmtrols. He was repulsed everywhere, The
artillery fire of the eneny kept up lively even at the 17th Army
Corps and 38th Reserve Corps. Observation reconnaissonce between
0 and 6:10 a,m. indicated a very small rail traffic in the scc-
tor Oonplbgne—ﬁrepyen Valols—-Soissons and in an easterly direc-
tion. Quiet in front of &th Army Corps.

At 12 noon our air service attock groups were pitted against
the columns, which were withdrawing on the road Soissons-Chateau~—
Thierry.

Evening Report: At the 3d Army Corns — a patrol advancing against
the centre of the 6th Reserve Division Was repulscd. At the 26th
Reserve Corps — Height 104 ecast of Cantigny is firmly in our
hands. The front llne ig located about 200 m, ecast of the town,
The counter attack against Cantigny will be carried out this
evening after strong concentrated artillery preparation. Accord-
ing to a later report, the attack against Gnntlvny was driven
home by French troops with tanks and attacks by airplanes.
American troops who advanced ot the same time against the right
flank of the 25th Reserve Division were repulsed with heavy
losses, The heavy artillery fire against the 26th Reserve Corps
reached aos far as the right flank of the 9th Army Corps.
Montdldlor was heavily eng&god Our artillery kept up the fire
against 8t. Just and as observed W1uh good results. The artillery
act1v1ty of the enecmy agains t the 17th and &8th Army Corps and
%38th Rescrve Corps, was limited to moderate harassing. A detnch-
ment of the enemy of about 70 men, attacked our outpost this
morning south of Dives, The lotter retired, under request for
barrage, as previously dirccted. The enenmy pursued hotly and cap-—
turcd uhree of our men., The outpost has reoccupied its old posi-
tion. The exchange between the 223 Infantry Division and the 9th
Bavarian Reserve Division has been accomplished, The 38th

Reserve Corps took over the command of the sector of the 202
Infantry D1v151on and of the new scotor of the 9th Bavarian
Division at noon today.

Fairly strong air activity .on both sides during a heavy
clouded sky. Distance reconnaissance as far as Ailly—Breteuil-
Estrees=St, Denis, indicated only a small road traffic between
Cugnieres and Montlers from 8.05 to 10,15 a.m., Between 1 and
1. 30 p.r, no traffic on the railway stretch Maignelay-St. Just-
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(lermont., One of cur airplanets is missing, one of dur balloons
shot down, Captain Berthold, commander of pursult squadron No., 2,
obtained his 29th air victory. While the enemy was bombing the
town of Ham from the air, the camp of the prisoners was hit.
Five of the guard personnel and nine French prisoners were killed
and 49 wounded. . v
Reconnaissance results: Testing the value of the wireless
system;y of 30 aviators who found the range, 13 belong to the 3d
Army Corps. Otherwise nothing new, ‘
Losses: Officers, dead 1, wounded 5, missing 2,
- Men: dead 63, wounded 263, missing 56,
Weather: Dry, cloudy, squally northeastern winds, Tempera-
ture, 10 degrees centigrade (50:F).
Gain and Loss of Troops, Wherefrom and wheretos
S Gain: 3d Labor battalion of 131st, 2d Labor battalion of
28th to the 3&th Reserve Oorps, ‘ S '
o Loss; Army Corps train columns 237, 247 and 351 to the 7th
Army. . B
Reflections, experiences and especially important orders,
Orders relating to distribution of combat zones (Iad. No.
129 secret). Appendix 1 (page 33). .
Reports, notations and operation orders - Appendix: Operation
documents 21 of May 31, 191&. - , o
Statements pertaining to the supply of motor vehicles to the
Army. Auto running material and rubber - Appendix VII
(Page 35). S

May 29, éStation,
1918 Auroir,
Morning Report, A rapid fire was placed against the right flank
of the 3d Army Corps up to midnight, as was also against the left
flank of the 2d Army. The fire slackened during the morning
hours. The counter-attack of the 20th Reserve Corps last evening
was not successful, The attack is to be repeated in a few days
after careful preparation, From the 9th Army Corps to the left
flank of the army, there is only the usual harassing. The &th
Army Corps engaged the roads in the region of Thourotte with -
heavy flat trajectory fire. 1 noncommissioned post (1 nco and 5
men) , are missing since the raid of the enemy yesterday at and
east of Lassigny, apparently the post was surprised by the eneny,
With exception of five bomwbs thrown down in the sSectors
Vrely and Warvillers there was no air bombing by the énemy during
the night, In spite of a dense fog, our bombardment squadron No.
4  reached the railway yard of Beauvais, and attacked same with
5500 kg. bombs, A large explosion was observed in the vicinity
of the depot. An unusual large number of camp fires were seen
around Beauvais; they were attacked with machine guns, One air-
plane is missing., T o

Noon Report: The artillery activity of the enemy was limited
generally to a moderate harassing. Rapid bursts of fire only
against our front lines by Cantigny as also against the positions
and back area east of Noyon. Roye is under a heavy calibre fire,
The artillery of the 3d Army Corps and 26th Reserve Corps, gassed
the enemy's artillery groups between 3 and 5 a,m,, and placed

the enemy's front positions and assembly points of the infantry,
under a heavy barrage, in order to circumvent the intention of
our attack. The railway Amiens—St., Just was kept under fire at
Faloise, Tartigny and Gannes. The railway station at Breteuil was
also engaged with a heavy flat trajectory fire, Two ammunition
dumps of the enemy west of Sourdon were set on fire, A man of the
bth French Cuirassier regiment, apparently killed yesterday, was
found southeast of Lassigny, (confirmed by the lst Cuirassier
Division), An enemy's patrol was driven back at Sempigny. Two men
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of our patrol against Sempigny are missing. One of our double
posts north of Quierzy was captured by an enenmy natrol.

Evening Report: The enemy's artillery is limiting its act1v1ty
to moderate harassing against the whole front, Bursts of fire
against our new line by Cantigny. The artillery of our 3d Corps
kept up ite fire against the front positions and approach roads.
The 26th Reserve Corps harassed against Cantigny, the front
lines and assembly points by Gantlgny. Firing against the rail- .
way Amiens-8t. Just was kept up. ITwo men are reported missing by
the H5th Reserve Division. There is a suSplclon that they deserted
to the enemy,

Up to now the Wilhelm gun nas fired It shots. Due o unfavor-
able weather our own air activity is small and that of the enemy
is also inferior. No unusual traffic in front of the &th Corps.
The airplane of bombardment squadron No. Y, reported this morning
as missing, has returned; it engaged Glelsdreleck*we st of Beauvails
with 725 kg. bombs, No air atuack of the enemy against our
balloons today while & such attacks were made jesterday, during
which one balloon was shot down burning., English clear text comes
sporadically from the sector of the French 36th Division. Other—
wise nothing new,

Supplement, A heavy artillery fire of the enemg’is.being placed
against our positions east of Cantigny, since 0 p.m. The Wilhelm
gun is firing again. Five shots are being fired with this gun in
addition to the four previously reported. Only U shots can be
fired during day time. This is due to the interference of the
balloong of the enemy, which must previously be dispersed by
aviators or through a heavy flat trageotory fire.
An enemy'!s airplane was shot down by our pursult plane No.
15 yeSuerday, northeast of Soissons,
Qompiegne was engaged last night with 10 shots of heavy flat
trajectory fire, 15 shots will be fired tonight.
Losses = officers — dead O wounded — 4 missing - O.
Men - "oz N 178 " -2,
Weather; Olear, dry, gentle but squally northeastern winds, Tem—
perature 18 degrees centigrade (64,U4F),
Gain and Loss of Troops, Wherefrom and Whereto:
' Gain: Ammunition column 253, Foot artillery gmmunition
~ column Yo. 282, Wagon park column ¥o6. 691 to the 17+h
"~ Army Corps.
Loss: Army Corps train columns 78, 15 and 986 and Bavarian
No. 185 to the 7th Army. Landsturm battalion No. L,

‘Reflections, experiences and especially important orders,
Reports, notations and operation orders < Appendix:
Operation documents 21, May 31, 1918,
Information pertaining to machine gun arrangements and maohlne
gun equipment supplies for ﬁhe 18th A;my, during the spring

offensive of 1918. .
cndix VII (page 37).
Orcders pertaining to the change in armament of Field artill-

ery organizations with equipment 16 (Arty. StafL Officer 2, No.
2871/18) - Appendlx ViI (page 36)

* (Railway triangle or Junction,) - G.W.N,

May 30 zStation,
1918 Auroir.

Morning Report: At the 34 Army Corps -~ the enemy is harassing
against the front combat zone, Avre hottom and back area. The
railway depot at Chaulois was encaged with heavy flat trajectory
“fire without success. At the 26th Reserve Corps, after a heavy
fire on our frontmost lines east of Cantigny, at about 5.50 p. m.




our infantry aviator was able to observe the readiness of the
enemy to attack, The annihilation fire which was placed immedi-
ately by our axtlllery, prevented the development .of the attack.
Firing increasing in volume was renewed at about & p.m. and was
followed at 8.45 p.m. by an infantry attack against height 104,
The latter was repulsed. Quietness after m1dn10ht A% the 9th,

17th and @th Corps and 33th Reserve Corps, moderate artillery
activity as far as Voyon. An ammmunition dump was set on fire
near Roye sur Matz in front of the 17th Corps, The activity of
the enemy's artillery was more brisk’ after 6 p.m., in front of
the 22%d Infantry Division. It engaged all the canal crossings,
partly with heavy calibre assisted by air observation., A few
crossings were destrofed., Based on a Wwireless message reporting
the DOSSlble withdrawal of the 55th French D1v151on, patrols,
yesterday afternoon and during the night, occupied the south
bank of the Oise River and establlshed the fact. The Corps is
ready, Whenever the situation requires 1t to cross the Oise with
its flank.

Lively air activity on both sides in thé evening and during
the night, the weather being clear, Some air squadrons of the
enemy advanced as far as our back area and bombed, One squadron
threw bombs into Aulnoye causing losses, Another strong squadron
(10 airplanes) protected by attack planes, engaged the railroad
depot Chaulnes and towns in the sector of the 3d Army Corps with
bombs, damage not yet ascertained, Forces of our pursulﬁ squadron
No. 2, participated in thé fighting southwest of Soissons. Our
bombardment squadron No, 4, enraged Beauvais with 4300 kg. bombs.
St. Just en Chaussee with 3300 kg. and Clermont with 1600 kg.
bombs, Conflagrations were oooclved at the objectives, Several
railway stations examined by ~flares, - . showed only a small
rail traffic at Rivecourt and Creil and nothing striking. We
placed a heavy flat trajectory fire against Tartigny, Breteuil,
St. Just, Compiegne, Cuts and Garlenont One airplane is WlSSln

Noon Report: Generally speaking, there is moderate harassing.
Brisk artillery activity exists from time to time on the Oise
front against the 26th Reserve Corps only. The firing increased
during the morning against the combat zone of the 25th Reserve ‘
Corps northeast of Gantlgny, but there is only a slight harassing
since 9 a.m. A rapid fire was placed against the sectors of the
9th Bavarian Reserve Division and 223d Infantry Division of the
38th Reserve Corps. The fire against the 9th Bavarian Division
died down during the morning hours, but there is still a heavy
fire against the Oise front. A patrol of the enemy was driven
off southeast of Larbroye. The 38th Reserve Corps has orders to
force the crossings of the Oise without delay. To this end, the
crossings still held by the enemy as well as the enemy!s 11V91y
artlllery fire are under an effective fire of our own artlllery.
The 105th Infantry Division (German) is being brought up via
Chauny and Vlerancourt. The railroad line Am1ens~St Just is
st1ll being engaged with medium and heavy flat trajectory fire.
One of our aviators observed a hit made on a train at the
Breteull railwgy station.

A giant plane of squadron 500, engaged the rallway station
~of Beauvais with 1400 kg. Doumbs, Long distance reconnaissance has
established only a small traffic within a radius of 10 km. around
Compiegne., There Was a total of 6 trains between 6,10 and 6.40
a.m., in both directions, between Compiegne and Crepy en Valois,
There is no unusual trafflo on the roads in the area north of
this railroad stretch., Three planes of the enemy were shot down,
Captain Berthold, commander of Pursuit Squadron No. 2, obtalned
his 3%0th and jlst air v1ctory.

The two runaways of the 5th Reserve Division, reported last
evening, are from Brandenburg. :
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Evening Report, With exception of the sector of the 3%3th Reserve
Corps, the artillery activity on both sides was limited to haras-
sing %g21nst the combat zone and back area on the whole Army
front, Firing against the railroad St. Just-Amiens is being con-
tinued in a very active manner, After heavy flrlng directed
against the artillery of the enemy, and the crossings of the Oise
River, the infantry of the 223d Infantry Division crossed the
river durlng the afternoon hours between Varesness and Bretigny.
Reports of aviators confirm, that so far U4 companies have passed
through Varesness and reachéd Bretigny. The 105th Infantry Div-
ision nassed with at least two battalions over the canal at
Bichancourt and is advancing against Manicamp, Information sub-
mitted by the 7th Army Gorps that Manicamp had been taken, has
gso far not been confirmed., The advance of the 223d and 105th
Infantry Divisions continues in a southwesterly direction., The
9th Bavarian Infantry Division W111 today take over the sector
of Pont-l'Eveque-Varesness,

Qur own air activity is vigorous, that of the enemy rather
inferior,

Long distance reconnaissance showed: Between 11, 05 a.m, and
2.45 p.m, a small rail and roadway traffic and normal railroad
deliveries, as far as the line south of Nantheuil-Villers-
Gotterets—801ssons. At 12,30 pem.: lively traffic on the road
west of Soissons in the region Traoy le . Val-Bailly in a westerly
dlrbotlon at Vic and Attlchy in direction to the north and
northbast Lively air traffic at the aerdrome Anvillers south of
Clermont. Qur heavy flat trajectory fire engaged Carlepont and
the roads leading from that place to the south and southeast,
Tracy le Val and Tracy le Mont dﬂd the ravine leading from
Nampcel to the south.

Wilhelm gun fired four shots this morning, four more are to
be fired this evening. Results of wireless testlng indicate the
withdrawal of reserves from the sector southeast of Amiens and
that furloughs have apparently been stopped by the enemy.

Losses - Officers - dead 1 wounded 2 missing O.

Men ~ dead 45 wounded 200 missing 6.

Weathers Gheerful dry, a little turbid, somewhat squally north-
east winds. Temperature, 19 degrees centigrade (6632 F).

Galn and Loss of troops. Wherefrom and Whereto:

Gain: Heavy anti-aircraft battery 191 to the 17th Army Oorps.
Staff of Group train echelon No. 32, Carrier pigeon
detachments 1116 and 1119, Group Oommander of gir service
unit No. 1, L of O transport park Column No, 26, Artil-
lery park Oompany Ho. 352 Foot artillery Batty. Siege,
No. 6, to the 3%&th Re°OIVL Corps. Army Corps column 352
Wurttemberg column No, 324, to the 17th Army Corps. L of
¢ transport park.pcolumn No. 159, to the commander of
the ammunition columns and tralns No. 2., Ammunition
column No, 41, to the L of 0 commandant. 2d Battalion
Foot Artlllery Rgt., No. 12 arrived at Maubeuge.

Loss: Salvage company Saxon No, & and Tradesman Co. II (of the
3d Army), Army Corps column No. 15 and Headars. L of G,
NO. 38 '

Reflectlons experiences and especially important orders,
Orders pertaining to the employment of Infantry Brigade Com~
manders (Ia No. 4432 secret) = Appendix I (page 35).

- Statements on repairs of salvaged machine gun equlpment by
the Infantry Machine Gun Workshop of the Army. TStaff officer of
M.G. troops 4039) - Appendix VII (page 39)

Reports, nmotations and operation orders — Appendix - Opera-
tion documents 21 of May 31, 191&.
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May 31 éStation,
1918 Auroir,

Mornlqm Report: At the 3d, 17th and 9th Army Corps, the enemy
imited its artillery activity to moderate har3331ng. At the
26th Reserve Corps he freduently answered our feint attack fire
with barrage, Our artillery engaged the railway plants south of
Amiens mnd the railway depots BTOt&UIl Gannes-St, Just with
heavy flat trajectory fire. The enemy's artillery activity be-
came more 11vely durlng the evening against the centre and lefi
flank of the 17th Army Corps and Pept up very active during the
night. A patrol of the enemy which, after strong artillery prep-
aratlon, advanced against the centre of the 75th Reserve Divis-
ion, was thrown baxck by a counter-attack after our sentry post
had withdrawn as previously ordered. At the &th Army Corps and
‘right flank of 38th Reserve Corps, increased harassing at inter—
vals The left flank of the 3%3th Reserve Corps, last evening,
took the towns of the enemyl!s bank of the Oise River from
Conacry~Pontolse, inclusive to and the town of Manicamp, after
the 223d and 105th infantry divisions had crossed the river. The
105th 1nfantry division reached the region Camelie and le Fresne,
Camelie and le Fresne were taken this morning by troops from the
line Rendez-vous—Ferme (east of Pontoise). The towns Cuts and
Lombraye have been reached, The enemy resisted at Rendez-vous-
Ferme, The crossings at Varesnes and Bretigny were completed
during the night. According to an order, which was picked up,
- the enemy is to withdraw to the region of Touvent~Ferme west of
Moulin,

Slight enemy air activity at night during a clear sky., A
few observation planes passed over our front army sector. About
50 bombs were discharged against the rear area of the 3d Army
Corps, Our bombardment oqu%dron attacked Oreil during the night.
Details are lacking.

General impression of yeszerd&y's long distance reconnaiss-—
ance: Concentration of reserves located in front of the army in
the sector 8t. Just-Breteuil-Conty-Beauvais-Clermont and entrain-
ing at the railway depots Milly, Beauvais and Clermont., Bringing
up of smaller parts, from the region Estress-8t. Denis, direction
Compiegne. Moving of empty cars from rallway station Creil or
transit traffic, .

Wilhelm gun fired four wmore shots last evening besides the
b already reported

- Compiegne was engaged with 24 cm shells.

Noon Report: The artillery activity of the enemy was lively dur-
ing the morning hours against the whole of the Army front and at
times increased to a very heavy and long lasting fire of concen-
tration, against the sectors of the 1lst and 25th Reserve Divis-
ions and the right flank of the &2d Reserve DlVlSlon against
Mesnil and Fontaine, 3d, 5th and Bavarian 9th, Reso;ve Divisions
and Noyon. Qur artlllery answered with rapid harass fire against
combat and rear zones.

Fire of destruction was placed by us on the enemy's trenches,
at Cantigny and the town itself, The railway station of St. Just
was taken under fire. Under the protection of its own concentra~
tion fire, the enemy captured a double sentry post in the sector
of the 6th ‘Reserve Division. A patrol of the eneimy was repulsed
northeast of the Grivesnes Park by the 1st Reserve Division.
Parts of the 223d Infantry Division have crossed the Oise River
at Pontolse and are now advancing against the road Sempigny-
Laigles. After breaking the strong resistance of the enemy at
‘Rendez—vous—Ferme the road Pontoise-la Pommeraye has been reach-
ed. The 105th Infantry Division has won the line Bellefontaine-
high road west of Nampcel and has established contact with the
211th Infantry Division., The right flank of the division has
‘been 1%unched against Mont~de~0h01sy, which is still in the hands

- 13 -



of the enemy, Command posts 223d Infantry Div. at Morlincourt,
105th Inf, Div. at Camelie et Fresne.In addition to their author—
ized artillery, 2 mixed henvy ficld howitzer battalions and 1
mortar battalion have been attached to the 2233 and 105th In-
fantry Divisions. Three heavy battalions have also been assigned
to the 3%th Reserve Corps. Two dead French soldiers of the Lth
Quirassier regiment (1lst Cuirassier Division) were picked up
gouth of La881gny.

Borbardment squadron No., 4% and Reserve Flight No. 500,
attacked the railway depots of Creil, St. Just and Gomplegne
last night with 21400 kg, tombs. Gonxlagratlons were observed in
Creil and hits on the main railway track. nght observations dis-
closed active railway and highway traffic in the Sector Amiens—
Blargies~Compiegne; main direction southeast, Early morning re-
connaissance (visual observation) from & to 10 a,m, disclosed:

1) Three divisions (estimated) assembling around Crepy en Valois.
2) Main railway traffic on line Paris-Crepy, seven trains were
seen, of these four very long ones alone between Tieux-Nanteuil
le Haudoualn (3) In direction Paris-Burvillers-Creil, 3 trains,

in direction Creil-Chantilly, 3 trains (empty). (4) SW1tch1ng
vard of Creil, very much filled, Around Creil, parhlnv of very
many motor truoks apparently waiting to be loaded. ) Lines
Beaumont~0rell and Creil-Clermont, practically em bomb
attacks?)., (6) Clermont placed under heavy fire. %7? Motor traf-
fic very heavy in direction St. Just en Chaussee-Estress-St.
Denis and Bulles-Olermont. (&) The auto traffic generally seems
to be in the direction.of Compiegne, and is very heavy from
Oompleone to Vic, the traffic vehlcles number about as many as
would be necessaxy for moving the infantry of a division. These
are being engaged oy heavy flat trajectory fire and air-combat
echelons, . :

Evening Report: The brisk arulllery activity of the enemy died
down about noon, Only at the 26th Reserve Corps, against the 2bth
Reserve Division, did the fire grow more heavier for a short time,
at about 2 p.m. "At the 3d Qorps, the rallway depot at Chaulnes
was engaged with long range r@llway—auns of the heaviest calibre
from the region Blanmy—TrouVQLIe and without an interruption of
the tralilc. nwagement of these guns, should they renew their
attack, has been prepared for in conJunctlon with the 2d Army.
Roye Was also placed under fire several times, Our own artillery
kept up its fire against the rallway Amiens-St., Just, and the
depots at Breteuil and Compiegne., The 223d Infantry Dlv. has not
been able to advance on the attack front beyond the enemy's posi-
tion in line of Le Meridquin Ferme-Mont de Choisy. 30 prisoners
and one machine gun were taken during the repulse df the enemy's
counter attacks. According to the latest long delayed reports,
the 105th Infantry Div. is advancing from the line, southeast
portion of the Bois de le Montagne-high road southwest of
Nampcel, Both Divisions have been directed to push the attack
home and to reach the Aisne River, The noise of entrenchment

work under way on Mt. Renaud was heard during the entire night.

Our own air gctivity is lively, that of the enemy between
Moreuil-Montdidier -very lively and between Montdidier and Noyon
very bllght Long distance reconnaissance from 7.55 to 11,20 a.m.
in sector P01X~ForgeséBeauvais«Breteuil disclosed: Slight rail
traffic on the main lines, much rolling stock at the raiiway
depot Blargies and more at Beauvais. The railway stations
Formerie, Crevecoeur, St. Omer, Milly., Beauvais, Conty and
Breteuil suggest a somewhat ne&vy traiflc the 1oad1ng platforms
being covered with unloaded trucks and horse—drawn wagons, Active
tTaLIlc on the highways Amiens to Hardivillers, from Conty to
Oreveooeur at Blicourt and to the railway statlon Beauvais.
Aerodrome Tille apparently evacuated. Reconnaissance flights to
the Aisne-line disclosed rearward movements to the south, Air
attack Group No. 3, participated in the fighting in the region
Carlepont-Nampcel, 7800 machine gun rounds and a1 fragmentaﬁi01
bombs were e 1 -



discharged against columns, 1 captive balloon was shot down and

burned, Our pursuit sduadron shot down three of the enemy's

planes, Lieut, Putter obtained his twenty-sixth air victory.
Wilhelm gun fired 6 shots today.

Long distance reconnaissance results of May 30: Testing of
wireless service; increased range finding activity on the front
of the 3d Army Corps. Four undatped statiorshave appeared since
yesterday in the region Port., St. Maxene, It is possible that
these are corps posts, This will have to be cleared up.

Losses: Officers - dead 16 wounded 26 missing &.~

Men dead 255 wounded &UN missing 420,

Weather: Bright, dry, somewhat sdually northeastern winds. Tem-
perature 22 degrees centigrade (71.6 Fy.
Gain and Loss of troops, Wherefrom and Whereto:
. Gain: Reserve Field Artillery 57, Field Artillery 221, &th

and 10th companies Guard Reserve Ploneer Rgt. Foot Artillery
battalions 160, 42, 46, 24 battalion Reserve 14, 142, 3d battery
Bavarian 20, to the &th Army Corps. Field Artillery 268 and %0,
lst battalion Foot Arty. 9, Uth battalion Reserve 14, 3d vatta-
lion foot arty. 25, to the 17th Army Corps., Field Artillery 20,
Divisional Bridge Train 32, 2d battalion Foot Arty. 9, 3d Batta-
lion Réserve Foot Artillery 12, 1st battalion Reserve Foot Artil-
lery 1L, 2d Battery Foot artiliery 149 to the 38th Reserve Corps.
Supply park 645 to the L of G, Staff of Foot Artillery 7, arrived
at Flavy le Martel, Staff of Foot artillery 13, arrived at o
Fergnier, New units formed at the Hdqrs of L of C,~ Field Police
detachment 118, 119, 120, :

Loss: Corps Bridge Train Bavarian No. 2, from Jeumont to
the 7th Army, '

Reflections, experiences and especially important orders:
Reports, notations-and operation orders — Appendix :

' , Operation documents 21 of May 31, 1918,
Estimate of the situation (25 « May 31, 1918) — Appendix III.
Statements of the supply of ammunition, edquipment, and replace-
ment of men for pioneer organizations {Gen, of Pioneers, 1600

(IV) ~ Appendix VII, (Page 40).

For the Army Commander,

Burkner (7)
Lieutenant Colonel,
_Chief of Staff,



CANTIGNY ATTACK OF MAY 28, 1918,

War Diary - (Selected Extracts)
 of the‘18th German Army.

Daily results of Reconnaissances

for the period May 28 to May 31, 191&,

Translation from a true copy of
the original on file in the
German Reichsarchive,

(Translation by Major Harm),

Note: The extracts are complete for the
organizations covered,
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Morning Report of May 28, 1918,

Headguarters, 26th Reserve Corps. (6 am.)

Moderate and at times increasing harassing against combat
position and rear areas, Our arblllery completed gascing the battery
nests which were gassed yesterday and placed harass fire against
" towns and hlghways far into the rear areas, and agalnst the rail-
way lines at Bacouel and Gannes., Sight good. North wind.

Headquarters, 13th Army.

Azainst the 34 Army Corps and 26th Reserve Corps moderate,
and at times also a somewhat more increasing harassing, above all
against the foremost combat zone. The gassing of the enemy's
batteries was continued, A rather strong detachment of the enemy
which, after artillery prepardtlon advanced against the 2224
Infantry Division, was repulsed in close combat The artillery
of the 26th Reserve Corps and 9th Army Corps kept the railway
stations of Bacouel-Gannes and St. Just under fire. The enemy's
artillery fire increased during the evening against the 17th and
8th Army Corps and 38th Reserve Corps, and after midnight agalnst
the 3%th Reserve Corps especially.’ our artillery enfa@ed enemy s
guns withdrawing on the highway Cuts-Nampcel , with hequ flat
tra390uory fire. The artillery of the 3&th Reserve Corps placed
harass fire in the direction of Blercourt and the roads leading
from that place to the southeast. In the evening, the air activ-
ity of the enemy remained inconsiderable, while ours increased.
Although the night was clear, the Lnemy’s alr activity was light,
only about 50 vombs were thrown down in the vicinity of Rozieres
and Ham, AiT reconnaissance from 7:10 to 7:50 p.m., indicated no
railway traffic on the line Compiegne-~Soissons, Rallway stations
Compiegne and Soissons empty., Our battle group No. 3% (lst Lieut.
Henke) took part in the battle of the 7th Army and made success-—
ful machine gun attacks against columns and artillery, north of
Soissons. Bombardment squadron No. L, in repeated fllvhts threw
H73 bombs (12 900 kg.) on Clermont and Creil, A train was set on
fire at the Grell railway station., Planes which illuminated the.
highway Clermont-Estrees St. Denis, located two auto columns of
about 20 cars, Columns of undetermlned character were geen march-
ing toward Clermont and in the east portion of the Compiegne’
forest in direction of Pierrefond. The Wilhelm gun fired 3 shots
from 6:35 to 7:05 p.m, Weather clear. Light northerly winds,
Temperature 9 degrees centigrade.

Noon Report of Moy 28, 1918,

. j | (11,35 am.)
w&m@m

During the remainder of the night lively hara931ng. Strong
fire avalnst infantry and artillery positions since 0:30 a.m.
Dom—gtrean valley and rearward connections were gassed. The
firing increased after & a.m, against Cantigny, Gourtemanche and
Fontalne. The enemy invaded Cantigny from the north and south at
~about &:45 a.m, Seven tanks assisted its attack. The latter
were partly shot to pieces by our artlllery and minenwerfer fire;
and o%rtly forced to retire, Cantigny is occupied by the enewny,
Fighting is going on for height Mo, 104, o further reports re-
ceived, Counter attack is being prepared, At night, our artlllery
harassed the supports of the enemy and their rearward communi-
cations far into the rear areas., Heavy waves of fire were placed
in front of the left flank of the 25th Reserve Division. Reports
of losses will follow,
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Headquarters, 18th Army,

The enemy's artillery fire increaged at about 6 a.m. against
the left flank of the 3d Army Corps, 20th Reserve Corps and right
flank of the 9th Army Corps. At about & a.m. the fire grew more
heavy against Cantigny, Courtemanche and Fontaine., After U5 min-
utes of steady artillery preparation, the enemy, supported by
seven tanks, advanced north and south of Cantigny. The tanks were
partly shot to pieces and partly forced to retire, Jantigny was
occupied By the enemy. Fighting for height 104 east of Cantigny
in progress. The counter attack is being organized, Concentrated
bursts of fire are beirg placed at present on Cantigny. The a@r-
tillery of the 3d and 9th Army Corps, assisted by engaging the
enemy?ls batteries and by placing support fire in front of the
26th Reserve Corps. Railway station St. Just is still under our
fire. At the 3d Army Corps, during the heavy firing reported
this morning, the enemy attacked with a strong patrol against
Lassigny and east thereof, but was repulsed everywhere, The
harassing of the enemy continued to be lively also, against the
17th Army Corps and 38th Reserve Corps. Alr reconnalssance from
_ to 6310 a.m., indicated a very light railroad traffic in the

sector east of Qompiegne~Crepy en Valois-Soissons., It is quiet
in front of the &th Army Corps. At noon our battle planes were
set against the enemyl!s columms withdrawing on the highway
Soissons~Chateau~Thierry.

- Evening Report of May 28, 1918,

Headguarters, 20th Reserve Corps.

(5:40 pm. )

The Dom stream valley was densely gassed during the morning
hours, Strong artillery activity continued until 10 am, when it
died down to a medium harass fire, Dom stream valley is being
gassed again densely since 4 pm, After a very heavy artillery
preparation, French troops, supported by a great number of infan~
try flyers and 6 tanks, attacked our positions north, west and
‘south of Cantigny, at 8:20 a.m. American troops which attacked
in front of the right flank of the 25th Reserve Division were
repulsed with heavy losses, Cantigny was taken by the enemy Who
is now entrenching about 200 meters east of Cantigny. Our front
line runs as formerly established: Right flank - old line plan
sQuare 7910-20c, thence to southeast, turning back to plan
square 8011/10a, thence in southeast direction to plan square
8111/5d and back to the old line. The following observation was
made at about 1 pm: Tanks on the move from Coullemelle to Roc-—
quencourt. Motor trucks from Serevillers to Villers., Reinforce-
ments from Broyes and the forest north of Broyes to the north-
east, Skirmishers are advancing to the Belle Assise farm in plan
square &210 and 8310, and to the east. Supports in the Zungen
forest., For this reason it is quite likely that the enemy will
“renew the attack., The counter attack to retake our former posi-
tion is ordered for 6.45 pm, Our artillery placed annihilation
fire repeatedly against enemy?s vatteries and traffic. Assemblies
of the enemy in the Fontaine forest were placed under annihila-
tion fire at 12 noon and 1.15 pm, Alr activity very brisk, Two
planes of the enemy were shot down with machine-gun fire.

Headquarters, 1&th Army,

At the 3d Army Corps — An enemy's patrol which advanced
this morning againgt the centre of the Oth Reserve Division was
‘repulsed, At the 26th Reserve Corps — Height 104 east of Cantigny
is firmly in our hands. The foremost line runs about 200 m. east
of the town, The counter attack against Cantigny will be carried
out thi