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The purpose of‘this-mbnograph is to cover the operations of the
Third Battalion of the G6th Armored Regiment, 2nd Armored Division from
the 25th othnly to the lst of August 1944 in Operation COBRA, The St Lo
Breakthru. . |

The 2nd Armored Division was one of the heavy armored divisibns
hence this battalion consisted of two medium and one light tank companies,

Tﬁis battalion left the States in December of 1942 and went to
. North Africa,"lt d4id no fighting in Africa but participated in the
D-Day Operaxions of the invasion of Sicily, Here it fired its first
shots in anger and participaxea in one battle which we then thoughﬁ was
gquite a battle, In retrospect we realize we had hardly gotten our nose
bloody.’

From there we went to England én& started. training for ;he invasion
of Normandy. This training proved invslusble in the future operations.
All-told we had about eighteeﬁ months to polish up on our technique
aftér we left the States. The result was perfect teamwork when the

chips were down.
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The terrain in Normendy is rolling but is what is generally
referred to as hedgerow terrain, For those of you that were there
this is ample explanation, but a few words of description for those
that were not there. The fields are divided into small plots 75 to 300
vards in length and breadth, These plots are boﬁnded by trees and brush
~into which dirt has Blown fof hundreds of years forming banks from three
to ten feet high with trees and brush growing oﬁt,of the top. Many of
the trails were sunken roadsvwith high hedgerows on each side of them,

This combination formed a criss—cross of compartments and corridors
limiting the fields of fire and\restricting observa$ion. Ground observed
artillery fife was usually limited to the next field,

kThe hedgeroﬁs and sunken roads formed definite tank obstacles that

had to be reduced,



We landed in France on the 10th of June, We had no reai offensive
operatioﬂs until the.St Lo break thru. i would like to read to you the
éitation we got for that action, I qubte:

"'.i'he 3rd 3é{tta110n, 66t‘h Armcrea Regiment, is cited for outstanding
performence of duty in action against the enemy during the period 26 July
and 1 August 1944, inclusive, in‘Ffance. For ﬁhisvseveﬁ day period the
3rd Batﬁalion conétantly sgearheéded‘the advance of Combat Cémman& LF:UN
2nd Armored Division; which had been éssigned the mission of protécting
the entire left flank of Operation COBRA, The Battalion boldly and
energetically carried the fight to the enemy, pushed deep into thé German
defensive positions west of the VIRE Rivef, and effectively forestalled
enemy attempts to reinforce elemenfs engagé& against troops exploiting
the breakthrough; From the beginning of the operation the terrain offered
almost insurmountable obstacles: vspﬁken roads, thick, high hedgerows and
'heavy vggetation prdved ideal for the defenqers and often impassable for
armored vehicles. The:Battaliononercamé every terfain‘difficulty by |
energy, resourcefulness and use of field expedients on the part of every
tank crew. For seven consecutive days the Battalion was in constant con-
tact w1th the enemy, advaneing 33 miles and . 1nf11ct1ng losses on the enemy
estimated at twice its own strength in killed, wounded end missing. Its
own casualties were extremely heavyt 105% in medium tanks, its greatest

“striking force; 73% in tenk officers and Mj% in enlisted personnel of

tank crews. Despite these loéses, the Battalion cairied out every mission
it was assigned with the utmost dispatch and vigor. In the last four days
of the perlod the entire German 2nd Panzer Divislon was unmerclfully mauled
and drlven back over the VIRE Reiver and the left flank of the breakthrough
secured, The success of ‘the operatlon was due in a large measure to the
determiﬁation, ééprit de corps and cold courage of the officer end men of
the 3rd Battalion, 66th Armored Regiment,"

end of qﬁoté,



-ﬁow I am going to tell you what réally‘ha@pened and try to point
out the mistakes we made %o getAall of those casualties,

By now you are probably wondering what ﬁart I played in this
operation, Tor the last five days I was battalion Executive. Before
that timekCompany Commander of HeédQuarters Company of the battalion,

Opévation "CQBRA" started 25 July preceded by the much discussed
Saturation bombing of which quite a bit.landed on our own troops.

On 26 July 0012 we left the bivouac st La Mine off of this chart
to the Northeast about twenty miles and arrived in an assembly:area ’

5% miles Northwest of St Lo, Moved out in»the attack with a battalion of
Infantry attached,~whi¢h I will hereafter refer to as“our Infantry", at
0945 toward Canisy through the hole opened by the Infantry.: There were
still é few Krouts looking through that hole,

Thisg battalion was the leading element of Combat Command "A" and by
151dthat afternoon we had reached St Giles and by 2100 it had reached Canisy.
Here the 2d Battalion was committed on its right. The 3rd.Battalion on
this road and the 2nd on this one.' The attack contiﬁued that night and by
morning of the 27th both battalions had reached the vicinity of ie Mesnil
Herman, Thé tanks were refﬁeied here and a little rest taken, At 1600 that
afterﬁoon we received orders to conduct a reconnaissande in Force towar&
Villebaudon. We'met light resistanée and by dark the attack had reached
a-point a little ovér a mile Nbrth of Villebaudon sbout here on the chart,

On thé 28th of July we were ordered to continue the attack toward
Villebaudon, The other twe battalions of Combat Command "A" were committed

on our left'rear to take Tessy Sur Vire and the other an objective on this

road here,

We took Villebaudon by noon and were given another objective way
South off of this chart., By night of the 28th we had reached this point
1% miles South of Villebaudon., The éentér Battalion had gotten to Moyen

and the left Battalion to Le mesnil OP&C.
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bThe‘pisture now is us away out here on & limb with the remainder

of the Combat Command back here. The Germens took advantage of the fact
and knoéked off our éupﬁly vehicles asg they ﬁent back for gas,

R .fﬁe next'mofning‘gé July we were toid fo push.o@ to Percy. 1In
.ﬁfﬁeiArmqred fashion we put our fanks on the rg;d and started out. Tﬁe
1ead vehicle got to RJ210 andbwas knocked out from fire down this sunken.
rdad;. Thé Krouts had five taﬁks on this road., ¥Bo we said we better take
‘this hill'oﬁ our left first., Lined up our attack and called for a concen-
tratiqn'on the hill, The’;nswef we‘got was "Sqrry~bur Cavairy is’up-fhere
| we'céhit'fife'there“. That Cavalry seemed rather hostile to ué Ve started
»ythe éttéck ﬁsihg'our'mortars and assault guns for artillery, TLater on that
~day we cenV1nced higher headquarters that the only Cavalry that was up
there was German and we got our artlllewy to flre for us, Our Infantry
'tried all day to make the top of the hlll but couldn't make it. -
| | About 1600 Ground Infantry was sent to relleve us. To place ‘this
"Gééﬁn& Infantry unit in a favorable position our Infantry Commande:'

: decided to sweep the top of the hill with a platoon of our Infantry and they

‘(theﬁGround,Infantry) were to follow., They didn?t follow., They sei-up‘a'
j':'k1~i£1e!*bemna our Infantry and répo;*ted that they were in position, We were
‘1br@éfed to\withdraw“aﬁd;réorganize. This we did ﬁnderjproﬁést but‘were “
‘.unable to get one‘platqbn of’our Infantry out, Wé didn*t’actﬁally gét
~Jtﬁiévplatooh‘§ﬁt ﬁntii thé neit day. it proved to Be a-géod thing th&t
"we left them too because that nlght the Ground Infantry came runnlng of f
i:of the h111 My 1st Sgt told me they were comlng and I got in & peep and
' went down the road to meet them, When I asked them what the trouble was
'tbey told me they were being counter-attacked I asked “Where?" Everythlng
;seemed guzet in that sector. We flnally got them back up on the reverse
slopé,pasition béhini tﬁis platoon of ours. l |

" ‘The next day, 30 Jﬁly, the Germans attacked through this Gap hére
, and sho£ ﬁs‘up in our assemblv area from the East, While we were holding
1off this attack we got orders to Bypass Percy on the West, This was still
7 hedgerow.country S0 that was quite a job. We had one tank dozer attached
~ to the battalion s0 I got in that and\bulldozed a pathway through to here,

kone mile North of Percy on the right West slde of the Main Road.

-7..
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We had RO pétienés in our Battalion Aid Station and couldn't get
them out on the road to the rear., We knew that as soon as we moved out
the enemy would move in, Combat Command /"A-" saiﬁv’oo move out anywéy and
we did turning onr back on the Germens, Ve left‘the doctor and some
médical supgligs there, We got those patients out later that night.

But to get back to the attack. As I stated I was in the tank
dozer busting open these hedgerows. When I thoughﬁ that I was about up
to the front line I yelled down to some Infantry on the ground and said
ﬁwaifar.to the front line?" The answer I got was "This is it". To
my sﬁrprise I had been working right under the nosés of the enemy without
knowing it,

We brought our tanks up and lined them up for fhe attack, While
we had tﬁe Tank Cbmmanders on the ground briefing them we.got'a nice
mortar concentration,

The attack:jumped off about 1900, They wefe waiting for us and
it cost us plenty. This attack bogged down after about 300 yards. Aboﬁt
2100 we were ordered to withdfaw and we did a few tanks at a time, The
entire effort was wasted because the Ground infantry failed to followand
a8 we moved back the Germans moved in to the original front Line., The
action cost us T tanks and 19 casualties,

When we withdrew our forces we went into an assemly area one mile
North and were informed that webwould have L8 hours for reorganization,
This was not realized because late on the 3lst we were alerted‘for an
attack on Tessy Sur Vire. , |

On the BOtQVtEe 2nd Battalion had tried to take Tessy down the main |
road ffgm Villebaudon, |

. On the 3lst the 1st Battelion tried it on the North side of the
road. | _ |

Neither of these atbacks got more than a mile East.“of Villebendon.,
We had been further down that road than they when we came through there
on the ESth'of July.

 We were ordered to make it down this secondary road that roughly

parallells the main road to:Tessy Sur Vire about one mile té the North,

-8 -
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We crossed this main North énd South réad Horth of Villebaudon.
_ about 0600 with our Infantry loaded on tanks. We could not locate the
Ground Infantry, but decided it was about time to meet the enemy when we
got to the first woods., It was very foggy that morning and visibility
was almost nil. | ‘

:We couldn't find any enemy so we loaded our Infantry‘back up again
and took off down tﬁe road.

We met a few enemy motorcycles and wheeled vehicles but shot them
up on the run,

We planned to stop short of the hill one mile West‘of Tessy Sur Vire
and leunch a coordinated attack on the town;

I never could find ontlwhy, but the two lead tanks failed to stop
and were knocked out in the edge of town.

The next thing I heard from the Battalion Commander that our column
had been cut by enemy tanks two more placed behind. FHe was in the center
section.

We finally knocked out one and drove off the other,enemy tanks and
got our tail tucked in, We lost four tanks back thefe.’

VWe lined up our attack with 6ne éedium ﬁank company on each side
of the road,

We had telegraphed our punch again by thoée two tanks of ours that
got away. |

Cur aétack jumped off and on the South side of the road we lost
them all but one. | >

On the left we got through better to the North West edge of town.
From there we sent out road blocks consisting‘of‘Tanks,‘mank Destroyers
and Infantry to the exits of fessy Sur Vire and oﬁr mission was accomplished.

At 1500 that day the remainder of the Combat Commend started their
attack toward Tessy Sur Vire and got there the next morning‘astride the
main road. ,

The Ground Infantry came in that Qight'and rélieved us and we were

pulled ocut the next morning,



CONCLUSIONS

In making # stddy of this Qpefation it will be noted that Combat
Commgnd "AY oot their battalioﬁs out of mutuélly supporting distance and
there was no convergence of effort as far»as the three battalions were
concerned,oﬁ the 2Sth,.29th and 30th, This wide separation allowed the
enemy %o ﬁarfass 6ur rear, It was an expensive prdposition. We lpst
3% tanks and only kmocked out 4 German tanks.,

The actions Subjeét to cfiticism are! |

1, Ve méde little or no reconnai;sance at any time,

2. Poorvcoordination with Ground Infantry.

3, Poor command control when those'two tanks got away.

4, No information about the enemy or our own troops. Enemy
information consisted of a statement’overvthe‘radio, "There is nothing
out there",

‘5. Proding by higher commsnders that did not kuow what the
situéiion was, caused us'to put on tob much pressure. |

6. Not enough troops to hold the ground we had taken.

- 10



LESSQOXNS
~The lessons that I learned from this operation are:

1. Dual command on the battle field does not work,

2. Time must be taken regardless of orders for proper reconnaissance
and coordination and orientation, Té'explain-what I mean, one day I told
one of my Compeny Commanders to tell his lead platoon to cross’thé Line of
Departure at the time ordered and then stop. Then I can report that we
‘have crossed it and we will line this up the way we want it.

',3; Continual butting up against stiff opposition is too cosfly;
Give the'enemy time to back up and the going is much less expensive.

L, Stalling is in order at times to allow units on your flank

to catch up.

5. Commander must protect his own flanks and rear.





