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GENERAL SITUATION.,-- Since March 21s8t, Germany with
all its avallable Torces, had contvimued the "Great Spring Battld”
the supreme oifensive which was to break the resistance of the
Allies, and Go deliver against France a decisive plow veiore tThe
American Forces could enter the line and put an end To the war,

Pifty divisions pvrought from Russia came to re-
euforce the 1lob divisions of the West ILront, making a Tormidable
mess of manoeuver in the hands of Ludendoritf,.

On the QOise and tne Avre, the Iirst efIorts of the
enemy t0 break the Franco-British front &t the boundary line
betweeu che two armies failed. In front of Amiens, the Iront
was 86spilized and became firm in the vicinity of Hangard and
Grivesnes; Tor the moment, Paris was out or reach, except Ior
the monsier guus; Lhere remalned Calais, the *ngllsn _pase,
ardently and coustantly desired since Lhe beginaing.ox tvhe campalgn.

It was then in Flanders, Irom South oI Ypres to
tne canal oI ivhe Basses, on a Iront or 30U kilometers, wnere the
second eifort at penetvration was to come. If the French reserws
CEXxE nad been able in larch vo rully stop the initial breach
and re-estaplish the bavtle, Ludendorri noped vhav in April, wnen
we had scarcely recovered irom tnis rude blow, that the reserves
would not arrive in time, nor in suificient numbers, To parry the
new blow which was coming on vhe extreme left ox bne Bricisa front),
1o be delivered by vhe VIth German Army of Von Quast, stroungly re-
euforced and lucreased Irom three To nine divisions. '

On April Yth, petween Givenchy aud Bois-Grenier,
orl & lo kilometer Iront, tne Anglo~Porsuguese positions were broLen
o & depth or more uvhan eignt kKilometres.,

» On the luUth, vhe attack exivended tor 15 kilometers
turther Noren across vhe Lys and made progress everywhere,

On whe 1lth, 12th, 13th and 1l4th, the pocket_grew
and enlarged wiyn Irightiul rapidity; Bethune, Hazenrouck, Ypres,
‘Were tnreatened, and the German atlack developing constantly in
fan rTorm vorougnt forth vhe supreme eirforts of resistance of our
Allies, It was time Zor the FPrench High Command to intervene;
on tvhe 1otn the 2nd Cavalry Corps appeared on the rield of batble.
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SITUATION QF THE 2ud CAVAIRY CORPS AT THE
COIZENCEMENT OF APRIL.--On April 8th, General Robillot wivh nis
stari arrived atg Dlgeon near numale, gnd reassumed the command
of his divisions, from wnich he had been separated Lor more than
vhree weeks by urgent detached service,

Funcviconing a9 a Corps Start and coordinaving
Ior vhe vavcle, the Intantry Divisions wnich were successively
placed av nis disposition, he had, veiween Mareh 224 and April
1s%, couvained paraliel witn Tthe oth Corps(General Pelle) the
main pody of the German advance, between Noyon and Montdidier.
Then, as soon as relieved, after the 4th, he had again entered
invo line im order wo defend the gap or che Avre between
Hangard and Rouvre, to strengthen the Franee-Britisin forces.
Preed on April 8vh, the Commending General or the 2ud Cavalry
Corps learned &t Digeoun, thav he was atiacned to the Xtn Army,
revurning Irom Italy, and that vhls army was councentraving in
vne area oi Piequigny -- Poix -- Foucarmout -- Blangy, and
tnrat it was preparing to cposSsS vhe Somme vowards vhe Northeast,
but tvhatv wunothing nad yet become Known as to itS destinstion,
Was it to vake the orifensive or simply vo parry thrusts ? The
iield was open vo all supposivions, Whatever it mighv be, it
was (0 ve roresSeen that vhne deep deployment oi vhe 2nd Cavalry
Corps would na&ve Lo ve modiried during the marecn, and av the
Ueglﬁulng,aﬂd the Bavalry DlVlSlonS were consequently advised
as 1o tnis.

Tne 2nd Cavalry Corps TroopsS receantly orgsnized
on che same vasis oI an Army Corps and still incomoleve,
cousisved of @

_ , Guns.

17vh Battalion Aunto Macnine )

1lsth Co. Sanisary Corps, | o

AT6iliery Park ) 4issembled av Digeon

< ’ » o N In

Supply Trains g with H4.

isv Group oi Zrucks ( Engineers

The >6th Company,Lltn Batealion /left av Crevecoeur
Witn vne 18t Army.

5th Company, 27th Bavtalion Envineers,

Detvachment Corps Livver~-Braarers,

Balioon 77,

1st Group of Trucks,

The Aeronauvic Sector (squadrons 24 vo 299) at
rest 2% Etrepagnye.

As to the Cavalry DlVlSlOﬁS stationed in tvhe
aresa Fouearmont—-Vleuf-Aouen——iumale--Formerie-—berqueux-—
Menorval they were in superd condivion, the sirength was

orpleve, tvhe moral ex ccelient, These Were :
‘ The 2nd Cavalry Divisiou (General Lasson, HQ. at
Auviiliers) revurned eigatv days betore Trom an 1nber10r m1531on
in vhe vieinity of Lyon and Saint-Etienne; itus arcillery,
ivs Howitzers, ius eyelist detachment, 1813 Ior Some days on
Tne Avre witn the 1lsti Corps, joined Them Ior this movement,

The %d Gaval’51V1blon (General de Boissieur,
HG. at Gaillefonteine) recently atiached vo the 2nd Cavalry
Corps, replaced the 4th Cavalry Division , wnicn nad been
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gseriously tried in rront of Moreuil, and whose dismounved
decachmeats had been engaged under tne 18T ATYmy. All these
uics were unicved and in good conditvion.

The 6th Cavalry Division, (General lesple, HQ. at
Rienemont) haa dits arvillery, but its Howitzers and its cyclist
devachment had been left at Sains-Norainvillers and did nos
rejoinr until during the movement. - ‘

THE FIRST MOVELMENLS O¥ COHCEHTREATION., MaRCH
TOWARDS THE NORTHEAST.--During the nignt of April 9th-10th, the
2ud Cavalry Corps received telephonic intormation of the
Tirst movemeunts of concentration or the Xth Army to which it
velonged. This was ¢0 gain within two days, April 10th and
1ith, vhe area of Bresle, one division complete on vhe righs
pank, the two others and tvhe Corps uvroops closing up as much as
possible 2long uvhe lefv bank of the stream, all in accordance
as vhe new vilieting Zones were evacuated by British troops
wno were stlll stationed on the right bank of the Bresle,and
by elemencs of the Xth Army in process of re-arrangemente The
condivions or vime imposed and vhe Trequirements of pilleting
resuited in it being impossible to execute the movements, bota
onn the 1Uvh and the 1llth,except in che arfternocon successively
by & part of the unitsS,

The 2nd Cavalry Division on the 10ta reached
vhe area Souvh oI Blangy(HQ.g, Then on the 1llth commeucing at
12,00 Noon, the area oi Vaux-~Vergies--Inval--Watteblery,

in which were s8tilil Some Bri¢ish vroops, wnich caused some
diificulties, wnich were quickly settled, It esvablished its
Headguarivers at Oisemont, posving its units with a view o
continuing uvhe movement ivowards vhe Somme, in the direction
0f Longpre-Les-~Corps-Sainis, & movement during the course of
wnich the otn Cavalry Division whicn Tollowed, was to proceed
to vne left and in line witvth it, in the direction of Pont-
Remy.

The oth Cavalr; Division evacuating part oI The
zZouge near isumale on April 1llvh, slipped in resr of the
2nd Cavalry Division, petween Foucarmoutv, Ellecourt, Haudricours,
Landes, witn Headguarcers &t Richemout, and on April 1ith,
commencing 2t Noon closed on Bresle, with its tail at
Sainv-larvin-aux-Bois, Realcamps, Fallencourt, and wich
Headquarters at Blangy.

The 3rd Cavalry Division proceeding on April
lutn voward Vaviervilie, la Caule-Sainte-Beuve, Ronchoise
Beaussault (wiuvn Headquarsvers at Saint-Germain—Sur-Eaulne5,
arrived on vhe 1lltn, commencing at 3.00 PM, vo occupy uvhe
zone neld on vre 1lUth by Tthe oth Cavalry Division,

Tne Headquarters or che 2nd Cavalry Corps were
stavionea at Foucarmont. Tne Corps troops were echeloued on
the 1llth IromFoucarmont to Fesques:  Tne personuel of
the Detachment Corps orT litter-QSp‘ufll then left at Remigny
&% the disposicion of vhe 818t Army Corps, were brougnt in
Trucks o This Zonege.
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TWothing had yet become known of the grave eventis
which had occurred to the North., It was only during the night
oT the 11th-12th that, partly by telephone, partlm through
newspapers, we learned without other precise information of the
penetration of the British front in Flanders. We then expected
to see the 2nd Cavalry Corps push its march, and in ifaect, during
the same night General Robillot was called by General Foch at
midnight ©o Sarcus, receiving at the same time this message :

"The 2nd Cavalry Corps leaving the Xth Army should
in two deys (the 12th and 13%th) gain the vicinity of Saint-Omer
in order to take part in the battle dlong the Lys; in any case
they must have crossed the Somme on the 12th, between Hangest and
Pont-Remy, and have reached with the heads of its eolumms at
least as Tar as the Doullens stream.”

RIRST PERIOD : APRIL 12th to 15th.

A FORCED MARCH FROM BRESLE TO THE MOUNTAINS
: OF FLANDERS, '

APRIL 12the.-~General Robillot returning from Sarcus
arrived at Foucarmont about 9,30 AM, and issued his orders. Time
was imporvant, and it was necessary to start everybody on the way.
Telephone calls to the Cavalry Divisions already oriented as
to the probable directvion oL their march; departure &t noon, each
Cavalry Diviaion evacuated its billets as Soon as possible in
order to facilitatve the movement of troops following. A4t 10,15 AM
the Iollowing order was issued

Gain in two marches direct, . ou the 12th and
and 1l3th, the vicinity of Saint-Omer, with the
heads of the columns on the 12th, (2nd and 6th
Cavalry Divisions alongside) along the Doullens
stream, the tail division (3rd Cavalry Division)
on the right bank of the Somme. :

2nd Cavalry Division via Airaines, Longpre-les~
Corps~-Saints, Domart-en-Ponthieur, Bernaville,

and Hallencourt, Fontaine-sur-Somme, Ailly-le-

Haut-Clocher, Longvillers, Wavans,

6th Cavalry Division to the left (West) or

the 2nd Cavalry Division, via Oisemont, Pont-
Remy, Cramons, Auxy-le-Chateau and the Transloy,
Huppy-Epagne, Saint-Riquier, Gueschard.

érd Cavalry Division following, crossing the
Bresle between Blangy and Senarpont, the Somme
between Pont~Remy and Longpre-~les-Corps-Saints.

Wnile the troops marched, the Staif sought to assure
the arrival of rations and shelter, and thisS was not & small
aliair. Liaison officers left for Montreuil, Doullens, Hesdin,
to arrage direetly for billets, cireulation, supply stations, with
the British Authorities, who had not yet evacuated the zone of
march, and of stations of the 2nd Cavalry Corps and which required
us, on vhe 13th, to deviate towards the West, commencing with the
line 3aint-Pol-Hesdin, Irom & part of the itinerary originally
iixed., Other lisison otfficers arranged on the ground zor
the transportation by truck of detached elements wnich were to Join,
as well as ror various materiel which the troops did not carry
with them (forrage, rations, cartridges, objects taken off packs
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to lighten the norses, and which were to be returned when they
were to become engaged). Another ofiicer went to Senarpont
to coordinate the movements of the Field Trains
wnich were to draw supplies, and which were to be sent Irom
there by their respective Cavalry Divisions to their new destina-
tione 1100 Tfurlough men were still in rear; by arrangment with
the regulating stations they were stopped at Nogent-sur-Seine,
organized and re-entrained directvly for Saint-Omer, where,
nowever, bthey would not arrive until the 1l6th. Everything was
arranged, and ait 5.15 PM the Cavalry Divisions could be intormed
o their billets, wnibh the last elements would not reach until
near midmight: ’

2nd and 6th Cavalry Divisions slongside in the
area Estrees-les-Crecy--Fontaine~1l'Etalong--Bofrles--Hem--3aint-
Acneul--Boufflers, separated by the road £ Abbeville--Auxy-le~
Chateau~-Buires-aux~-Bois; Headquarters of the 2nd Cavalry Division
at FPronen-le-Grand; Headquarters or the 6th Cavalry Division at
Auxy-le~-Chateau.

drd Cavalry Division behind, on tvhe right bank
oY Tthe Somme, in the aresa Epagne--Vauchelles-le-Quesnoy--Gorenrtlos--
1'Bvoile, Headquarters &t A;lly-le;ﬁaut-clocher.

The PC of the 2nd Cavalry CorpsS waEsxky installed
itself av auxy-le-Chateau, about 9,00 PH, but only iunctioned
there ior some hours during the night, Ior the time necessary
To issue the orders TIor the 13the. General Robillot had cut
2cross Several columns during his march, amongst others, those
ol the cuirassier brigade of the 3rd Cavalry Division, 811 in
perrfect order, and of which the fine gppearance excited the admira-
tion oI the Britlsn Cavalry Corps, whose pilleting zone they crossed

April 18.--arriving during tne uight whe Cavalry
Divisiou leit verore day to reach the area or Saint-Omer "
whicn musi ve rezched regsrilem ol EXX cost". The 2nd Cavalry
Divi”iox via -111ievres Blangy-sur-Ternoise, Verchin and rosads

o vhe maBTg ne boh Cavair/ Division, on the same line,
along vne axis Keaﬁl - Fruges, vhe Brd Cavalry Division
rollowing i1n vine trace ol uhe oth Cavalry Division; tne

arciliery, uhe Auto-machine guns, and the cyclisvs were located
in vhe coluwn, as if we were To mseet Lhe enemy at utie end

0I tvhe marcn; she Field Trains were 1ot To eroSs without

new orders, the line Fruges--imvin--Sains-Pol (2nd and o%in
Cavalry Division) and the road Hesdiu--Frevent (3rd Cavalry
DiViSiOﬂ) .

Long nalt at Noon, in march Iormation in the
VlClnlUJ ot Vercnin (2nd Cavalry DlVlalon) Fruges (oth
Cavalry Divisioun), Ruisseauvilie (3rd Cevalr vy Division) o
allow che troops to rest after having covered 11U to 1lZU
kilometers since Hoou, April lZvn, and to await assignment
oI the Zone which tney were ©o reach at the end ox the day,
on which the 2nd Cavalry Corps was not yev cervain, and which
instructions received seemed To indicate to be East oI Saint-
Omer.

"The Cavalry" said Genersl Roopiallot in his
order ror tne 13tn, "will nave vo show thav it nhas in no way
lost its qualisies and useiulness, AS at the end ot lvl4,
it will serve &s & point oI moral supportbeiore all Tresigtance.
In order %o reach vhe battlerield, it has iong marches To
make; it 1s notv sulricient to arrive in time, iv is necessary
to0 arrive with the norses inm good conditiom. This is & question
or conduetv and oi march discipline. The Commanding Gensral,
2nd Cavalry Corps, counts on Ghe suppors oI tiae cavalry in

everyuning vhat is grand and peauvitul, to meev'all situatious
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and (o serve as an example To all®.

_ - And in Tact, vhese Iorced marches wiaich
were to convinue until April 136k over nearly 80 addivional
gilometers, and to which ivhere was To succeed withoutv resy,
a long period or nardship and veavy gighting, were To be
carried ouv, we may Say, withouv any losses. Uniss ox
all arms were 1o present ivnemselves in battle in superb Iorm
and animated by a Tighting sprit were vo be the sdmiration
of all, once more pusvifying the coniidence oT the High
Command and the high professional and moral value oI all
Gthe organizavions.

Coutrary ©to all expecvation, on InTormsscion
irom vhe Britisn army, the 2nd Cavalry Corps did uot pass
on spril 13¥%h, uvhe area Thieubroucke--Audincthun--Fruges--
Hesly (2nd Cavalry Division &ast ox the line FauguembergueS--
Crepy, witn Headquarters at Radingnem, 6tn Cava ivision
West of this line, with Headquarters at Fauquembergues),
The 3rd Cavalry Division wasS echelouned in rear between
Ruisseauvilie {Beadquarters) and Hesdin, closed towards the
neade :

The PC of tvhe 2nd Cavalry Corps was established
at Fauquembergues at 11,00 AWM, but remained dhere ouly a iew
hours, and ou the evening oI vhe 13th, was estavlished 8T
Wizernes to be uearer tvhe souree of information, and wo
acbenmpt vo orieutv itself on the situation which appeared
guite sSerious. In fact we met at Fauquembergues during

vhe morning, groups ol
tuguese soldiers.

Stampeded Por-

The inhabitants were zearrul and Some thought
to go away. Already along The roads we metu groups of
emigrents, or whom sSeveral stopped on seeing the olue uni-
forms., Our presence brougnt calm and contidence; "They
are the Prench, we can.remain, they will not passi "
Touchirg manitestati ns which increased during the Tollowing
days only iucreased the morale oI the Troops and paid in
advance Tor all their sacrifices. '

Liaison was esvablished during the day at
Blandecques, with the starf of General Plummer, commanding
the IInd British Army, who seemedquive satisiied to see us
arrive Lo nis rescus. Iater ws established communication
with Cassel, the centre of inTormavion of this British
Army.

The situation was not brilliant. The British

€ront was broken at (he point of junetion of the Ist and
" ITnd British Armies; these had made & considerable move-
ment toward the rear and en diverging lines which threatened
to ecreate an empty space between them in the area South

of Cassel. On the front ox vhe IInd Army vhe line extendead
practically through Neuve-Eglise, South of Bailleul, Vieux-
Berquin, and the enemy was continuing his attack seeking to
enlarge the pockete T

This impression was confirmed by instructions
received irom General Foch, and dated April 12th :

, "Tn case the German oifensive should continue
in the direction ot Hazebrouck, and beyond, the Allied
forces will operate with a view to limiting and Shen definitely
stopping the hostile advance.
' "To the South by progressively occupying the
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general line Bethune--Saint-Omer, Tacing The Northeast,

"On the North by progressively occupying the
general line Hont Kemmel-~Cassel, facing to the Souta.

"Between these two lines held at all cost &nd
which will bloek the enemy, to slow up, and then stHop The
enemy in his Iront by oeccupyiug facing o the RBast, - *
lines of supporbtees

"These lines will pe in succession :
a) "The line Bailleul -- Eisppe forest;
b) "The line Berthen--Caestres--Hazebrouck--Aire;
¢) "The line Cassel--Eblinghem;
d) "The line Cassel--Clairmarais forest. "

In order to coordinate ke exforts , the 2Znd

" Cavalry Corps, as well as all French troops, operating in
the British zone, were placed under the orders of General
Plummer, General Robillot retaining the command or all
tne French troops, which consisted of

The 2ud Cavalry Corps which received orders to
continue its movement on the 1l4th, towards Saint-Omer and,
on the lbbth, Towards Steenworde;

The 133rd Infaastry Division concentrating in the
area Steenworde--Cassel;

The 28th Infanvry Division on the way and debarking
in the Watou area;

To these should be added the 59th Artillery (Howit-
zers on trucks) who, arriving on the l4th at Saint-Omer, aiter
& Tviresome journey, was ordered the same day towards
Steenworde, where it would be supplied with rations and muni-
tions by vhe 2nd Cavalry Corps, and placed at she disposition
0oL che 133rd Intfantry Division.

The 135rd Division (General Valentin) up to April 15%*
had Tought in Iront ox Moreuil, and had there surrered heavy
losses; insuead of being sent back to rest, it had been sent
marcaing between 4April 7th and 10th, from tne Ist to the Vth
Army. Entrained on whe 1llth, 2% Marseille-le-Petit and
Saint~-Omer-en-Chassee, iv detrained on the 12th and 13th &%
Dunkerque, Bergues and Esquelbeck, where the 2nd Cavalry Corps
directed 1t on the 14th into the batvle in the Steenworde--
Cassel area,

The 2vth Infantry Division (Generzl lMadelin) was
on the couvrary entirely fresh, it had just reorganized and
nad the benexit of a long rest. Brought by railroad Trom tne
Lvh Army. area, it nad not commenced Go @etrain atv Bergues until
the morn:ng of twhe l4th, when it was tTo conecentrate in Tthe Watou
area., '

*The dave of April 15th appears to be a typographical error,
probably April 5th was meant. C.H.L.
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April 14th and 15th.--4 short march on the 14th,
on a gray and cold day,im order Gto reach the area West or
Seins-0mer(Quercamps~-lioringhem--Wizernes~-Nielles-les~
Blequin); Headquarters, of the 2nd Cavalry Corps av Wizerunes,
of cne 2ud Cavalry Division av Wisques, of tne t6th Cavalry
Division at¢ Bolsdinghem, ox the drd Cavalry Division atv
Tielles-les-Blequin. All vhe elements of the Cavalry Divisions
Horth or uhe line Therouanne-Ledinghem. oy 10,00 Al,

The march was resumed during tvhe night 0T the

seme day, the 14vn, facilivated oy reconnaissances made during
and vy a sysvem or guides whicik had peen very well

s ed py Ghe British Autnoricvies across daint-Omer, as
well a3 vy a complicatd arrangement or ivhe columms{l), so .
&8s to reach beiore 8,00 AM on vhe loth, vhe area ot oteeuworde,
in order o ve able To euter intvo aciion 1T necessary on the
same day. The 2nd Cavalry Division via Arques-Baviachove--
‘Bas~-Cassel--3teenworde., Tne oth Cavalry Division via Saint-
Omer, Clairmarais, Hoordpeene, Waemserscappell, Norta ox
Harditorv., The 3rd Cavalry Division via Wauten, Bollezeele,
Zeggerscanpel, Esquelbecq, Wormhoudte.

_ On the other nand, vhe 133rd Inziantry Divisiom,

in accordance witn orders issued to it by General Robillow,

on uhe preceding eveuning, advanced Irom the zZone oI debarka-
vlon vowards Steenworde, and arrangsd vo meet any regquiremeut;
its group oT chnasscur pativalions in vhe vicinity ox Caestre,
ivs vwo other regiments echeloned in depth South and West

0I Sveenworde, in lisison with Tthe loth British Corps (PC

at Seint-Sylvestre) ready to inmbtervene in tvhe general direction
oi letverem or ox Nerris, Headquarters or the Division at
Tnerdegnem.,

' Tne two battalions with auto macnine guns of the
“na ano otn Cavalry Divisioms 7ere placed, Irom the l4th,

at nis disposition to suppory nis Iorces, and cover their
rlanks, » . : ,

Wnile the oxricers of tvhe General 3terf ol The
Cavalry Corps carried out Xxmxliaisons and reconnaissances,
ovtained information, orienved new arrivals, supplied racvions
and munivions, General Robillotv issued nis orders with a
view ¢o imivially estaplishing organizavions &t nis disposal
in supporv oI vae Brivisn rorces who were under ztrong
pressure on the rront Irom Neuve-Eglise vo Bailleul, and
0 av dirst arranre with them Ior 4 possible covaring line,

GELERAL DISCUSSION,.

It was evident vhatv the heizghts in vhe middle
or cne plain, exvending ifrom Mount Kemmel vo lont des Cats,
and exvending towards Sainv-0mer through vhe isolaved hill
of Koug Cassel, would be the main objective or Lthe hostile
erforvs, advancing towards Calais, and seeking, bpesides,
TOo cause vne saliant oi Ypres o rall, Importaut concentra-
tions oI wvroops (3 new German Divisions) had, in ract,
been reporived oy tne Brivish Inrormacion Service, as 3ouih
ol tne railroad irom Bailleul to Hazebrouck (2 divisious)
and as Soutn or Wysscnaete(l division) and leaving it to
be inzerred tnu in a short vime, coacentric operations
would be undertaken witvh a view o obtaining & roothold on
the Yowaus irom vhe Hast, while curning them rrom the West,
(1) "50 meters incerval betwesn each squadron and between each
group of lo or 20 vehnicles, reducing to & minimum, Tisks
ox collision,
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Once master oxr vnesSe nilis which domiusatce ine
euvire couuiLry, the enemy would See opeuing iu Ironv of him
ohe way vo Duunkirk and Calais, and its advance would Singular-
ly compromise ghe Britisn aud Belglan organizavious engaged
around Ypres-.and o uvhe Norin, wnilsv our iroops would pe
unable o Tiad ia the plain & well deximed Lline oY resistence
walcn they could OCCUDYe

It was, therefore, along tine Houn¢s N2t it was
uecessary,at all costs, in ease ox ithe preaking of the
British Iroaf,vo sStop the assailant and immediately support
tue resistance oy bringiung up all availavle arcilliery.

Thatv part of vhe Iroau which exvends irom Bailleul
to lNeur-Berquin appearsd, accordiag %o iaTrormetion received,
6o be che mosv immediately threaiened. The  1%5rd Iaxanbry
Division would ve sent tvhere, veiug the rirst oue ready and
THE LearesSt.,

The 28th Imfantry Division, a&s soom as is arrived
it one vicinivy of Watou, would e orlenued sowards vne Norin
oL vhe nillis, wo suppors che deiensSe, aSsisv tne British
to nold, rebardless oL cosSv, bLne sallant et Ypres, whicin itT
was ebsenulaL o revain, nov ounly onm account or the eiriecst
wihicu 1t exercised ou vhe Facilivies or mauoeuvre 0I vhe
euemy, buv ailsSo vo keep sare ihe coraer or Belgium, or which
tne 1loss would nave exercised ou vne morale aud veariug oL
vne Belgian Army , & Serious eiriect.

Between ituese vwo divisions, eacn operaving ig
& unarrow deriued zZone, and disposed iu cou31aerauie depth,
wibn vueir heads ac a disvauce oz au0uUt Lvwo Oor vhTee
kilomevers irom vhe actual Brivisn Ifrout, sSo as couasSequenily
to arrford vnem an immediave Support, were t0 ve placed tne
gavalry divisious, charged witn Supportiug uhe cenver oL
deiense oi tvhe Ebunts, and tnere esta&nlishing an uupreakaovle
line, puShiag tneir ouLpPOSLS as iar &8s tue acvudl Lrout of
tne vattle.

PIRSY DEPLOYHENTS UF THE ARTILLIRY.

Arver ivs detraining, vhe 1%3rd Arviliery Divisiou
was directed vowards sne Mout des Cats wo wuere ve&ke positiong
it was reeuiorced oy bthe £9Gi A;L11Lery(Eow1Lzers on trucks)
whicn gquiekly arrived. Tue drtillery of tne Cavairy Divisions
in order uvo gaia vime, made uvneir reconnaissauces i
auvomopiles, loaued DJ vhe Cavaliry Corps svaif; iwo
pavieries were imuediuvely cal:ied upoa 40 euter iuto PoSi-
TLo0 Tul 8ctioiie

Tne artilimrJ’ox vne 2nd Cavalry Divisiou was
voSiea two Kilomelbers Souithwes. ol Berunem(prooable action
vevween Meveren qua Bailieul iuclusive);

Tne Arciliery oi wne 66h Cavalry Division was
posved oue kKilometber Wesv ox wne Sumnit or Nouv Noir(provavle
acevion vevween Bailleul aud Dranouure)

Phe ATrviliery or uvne 3rd Cav@lry Divisioun wousd
temporarily Temaia iu reserve and would study Lne possiple
rTusure posSivious,
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All vhe pacseries, in addivion vo their missions
Lor parrages auad lor supporibiang vhe initansry, nad orders
bo carry ocusv imuedisvely aud daily, cousideravle ha8rassing
fire agaiusy Lne euemy's reserves, iu wnicn iires vne
Brroisn arcilierywere’Culcimavely parvicipate, as cney were
pevver supplied wiuvn ueavy aritillery.

The Division Artillery, with the assistauce
of tne 2ud Cavalry Corps Artilliery InTformation Service,
organized & System of verrestrial observavion, which
completed & series of observetion and inTormation posts
estaplisned by the 133rd Infantry Divisionht Monts des Cats;
and by the 2uth Intantry Division at Mont Vidaigne, and Kemmel;
and by the 3rd Cavalry Division at Cassel,

DEPLOYMENT OF LARGE UNITS.

After tThe 14th, in aceordance with orders issued
on the evening oI vhe 13th, vhe 133rd Intantry Division,
echeloned pbetween Caestre, Steenworde and Terdeghem, pushed
its univs forward, on vae 1lbth; the Chasseur . Baivtalion
in part twyards Fletre, and iz part towards the road Irom
Caestre to Bailleul, Facing sowards Meteren; the 321st
InTantry vetween Eecke and Steenworde; the 401lst Intantry
in che viciniuvy of Terdeghem, The 17th Battalion auto machiue
guns of tvhe <nd Cavalry Corps was placed at its disposivion
to replace the two Battalions o auto machine guns or the
2nd and ot Cavalry Divisions, which had been loaned ou the
1ovn to tne $3rd Infantry Division(Brivish). :

The 28ch ImTantry Division detrained on une
14th at Bergues, and on the 15%th proceeded by regimentss
to the area ol Watou and vo the South; the 228nd Infantry
went to the North of Abeele; the 99th Infantry to the South
of Watou, Tacing itowards Reningelst and Westoutre. The PC
ol the Infaatry Division at Abeele,

The three cavalry divisions councentrated on the
15%h by 8 AM, Southeast oi Steenworde; +the 2nd Cavalry
Division vetween Eecke andGodwaerswelde; the oth Cavalry
Division pvetween Godwaerswelde and Abeele, with its advance
YosSis as Tar out 8&s the general line les Quatre-Pils-Aymon--
Saint-Jans-Capelle--Mont Noir aud conneeting between them
on the line Mont des Cats--Berthem-~3aint-Jans-Capelle(PC of
Gtne 2nd and oth Divisions at 3teenworde). The 3rd Cavalry
Division temporarily remained available North oz Cassel, in
the ares oxr Waemerscappell--Qudezecle, ready to proceed either
Towards vhe Fast or towards vhe Southeast as necessary (PC at
Waemerscappell), ~

The PC ot the 2nd Cavalry Corps remained temporarily
at Zuytpeene, but arfter the morning of the 15th, the Tuture
PC was reconnoitered, and later set up in & rarm North of
Steenworde, Tor any possible oceurrence.

The telephone lines were acitively laid during
the day and night to vhe Division PC's., The 2nd Cavalry
Corps Hegdquarﬁers squadron arrived as Zuytpeene, av .00 PM
and immediavely organized a liaison Service Dy courier posts
with Watou(28th Infantry Division), Waemerscappell (3rd
Intantry Division), Terdeghem (133ra Infentry Division)
Steenworde (2nd and eth Cavalry Division), Godweswaelde
(95 British Corps) with relay post at CaSsel. This sSystem

modiiied, according vo circumstances and made permanent
?
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aliowed ab Ghe hotiest point or the batile, certain service
av all eimes oIl indispeusavle liaison vetween large unitvs.

With this deploymeni on vhe loth occurred vne IirsT
coniact with vhe euemy, and vhe French Torcees rouud chemselves
eugaged on ché loth by reason or the new Brivish oreak, and
counter avbtacks iu whiech They were o pariticipaie,

Two hundred kilometers covered in sixty hours of
forced marcnes nad led the 2ud Cavalry Corps iron the Normandy
plains to vhe irontier of Belgium, on the Flanders Hills,
which was the stake or the great nattle wnicn had now lasted
Ior eight days, at thne very momeut when our sllies, very
Seriously vried ,and more and more Surougly pressed by Lorces
wnich Were constautly being renewed, ran Lhe risk oi Seeing
tnemSelves torn loose py & Tinal assault Trom the principal
poiut or Support of tvheir resistauce,

On wnis date or April 15th, the Brivish rront in
Iroat O usS was held vy uvhe %th Brivish Corps(PC at Godwerswaeide)
and oy Gthe 15%n Britisn Corps (PC at Sveeuworde), in liaison
amongsSy themsSelves in tane Baillieul area, Tne xront lines
were avundanstly vomparded during the entire day, priuscipally
avouv Spanproeckmolen (near Wysschaete) aund in vhe ares from
Bailleul (o Crucirfizm--Corner and lMont de ILille. 4t 5,00 P,
the German avback svarted aud capiured Crucirix- Corner,RaveLsoerg,
and Bailieul. Three new Germen Divisious, amoug wuich tine
famous Alpiune Corps, entered this aecvion,

We can judge of the morale ot tne Briuvisn High
Commaund ai vne result of vhis cheek, vhrough vhe order of the
von Brivisn Corps, issued at mldnlgﬁb of the 1l5tn, and wihich
andounced vhe geueral withdrawal of the 19th, 4vtn and oYth
Brivisn Divisious, towards tne area oI the ﬁlllS uuder the
provection 0L & coveriung devacnmeut CousSisting 0L tne s4ih
Division, which was already ian line and in sSupport.

On ivs side, vne IInd Brisvisn Army issued orders
to wuru vhe aviavion hangars, and promibed its exnausved
Lroops a prompa relier by the Fremcn and Belgians; an agreeavie
ouclook wnich wesidesS was not without exercising immediately
a uealvhy inrdiuence, A 1,00 AM vhey requested by velevpnone
tune 2ud Cavalry Corps "to advance on Boescnepe, in view or thne
gituavion, & part oi vhe Cavalry Divisions, during whe moruing
oL wue lovh", We replied tnat by 7.00 AL there would De
&u wn&t poriu one brlgade irom eacn or our 2nd and ovh Cavalry
Divisions, and wnut vhe main vody or vhe Cavalry Division
would nov delay vo follow vhem,

SECOND reRIOD : APRIL lotn to 24%th.

Obtainiug coutacts. -- Relier oi Britvisi. VIOUPS.
Parvial avivacks,

April lothe.-=-Ou ohe moruitng of April loth, whe
situatiou or the Freuch croops was as ioliows :

On whe right, che 13brd Inrantry Divisioun, witn ivs
buree regiments in eoaeion was prepariug, in accoraapce wivh
orders issued wuy uwvne Com. &Dalbh Gener2l or uvhe IInd Brivisn
Army vo relieve duriux vne aignt or vhe loth-17Yth, the sord
frlbiuﬂ Division , vevweern ine mill Norsn of Neoeren and
Watrown, vaking over vui: part or the front, in liaison, on
the Tigut, Wwivun vne 1sv iuscralisn Division,



"1217

On the le i, the 2uth Inranvry DiviSion pushed
forward during the aight, arrived in sSupporv oI ihe Yin
Brivish Corps, with two o ivs regimenvs iu line at sne nead;
tne S9in Iaianiry South oxr Westoubtre, and the suUth Intanory
Soustin of Reeningelst; two vavétalions ol vne Zubtn arviliery
coveriung Lue deilile or Westoutre.

Towards Godwerswselde and Boescnepe, wne 20d and
otn Cavaiary Divisions were dismouunved Jouthwest oxr Steeuworde,
witu mouuved Securiuvy detachmeucs in tront &s iar as une
tirse comwav lines. The drd Cavairy Divisiou remained in
‘reserve weuween Uudezeele aud Sceeuworde.

"The mission o1 the 2nd snd obth Cavairy Divisious
aupd tue 2ovn Inrapnvry Division, " according o cue oraer oL
v.,U0 AM, April lovh, "was vo preveut vhe eunemy, &t aLi coSuvs,
Irom obt&iniug & Lootnold on the neigpis exveudiug Lrom
Hounu Kemmwel vo Moubv des Cats iunclusive, Supporiiug vne Briovisn
Lroops walcn are SousuwesSy ol vnese nilis, auQ replaciug
vhem in case 01 necessSitye

_ " Tne 28c¢h Infaniry Division between tne Poperiughe--
Kemmel road, aud tne line Wesstoubre--Drauouitre, includiug Monbe
Rouge.

" ine ubth Cavalry Division bebtween Lnis liue and
viue liue Godwerswaelde--ieiereun, including uvne louu daes Cavs,

" In eacn aivisiom, the troops will be so ecneloned
tnat the division reserves may inuervene at the South or
Souvhwess ox the hills, either to re-eaforece the line of resis-
tance or Lo counver atiack. »

" Tne line au preseat held by the Brivish InTaniry
will ve considered as the line wnich must notv be given up.

" Division Commanders will have command of all
troops engaged in vheir sectors "

The m&in podies of vhe 2nd and oth Cavalry Divisions
closed as much as possivle inm rear or their security elements,
dismounied, formed ioot pattalions and proceeded Towards the
positions, cue deteuSe oI wnicn they were charged with.

The 2nd Cavalry Division bivouaced in the woods
petween Godwerswaelde and Eecke, sending ouv the pvavtation

of tne 20d Dragoonms, | (Colonel Morgon) towards
tne Mount des Cacs, to vhe Trappist's convent; the battalion
oT the 2nd Light Chasseurs, (colonel Rivain) to

the Tive Green Roads; +he patitalion of tne 12th Dragoons
(Ma jor Segerand) in reserve atu Kruyscraet, :

The otn Cavalry Division &lso occupied the South
slopes oI lont Kokerel (Batsalion Trom the 14th Dragoons)
and Mont Noir wich Batsalion from cthe 6th TIancers,

PC of the Inianvry Division in reserve under the orders oT
General Forgueray,and later under Colonel Moineville
at Beksken (Coucou).
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Along vhe entire Iront, covered by mounted patrols
who marked the line oI observavion, the TTroops arrauged tnem-
selves and worked arduously to prepare the terrain, at iLne
same vime that vhey prepared in rear, with the assistance
L0 the eugineer companies or cthe Znd Gavalry Corps {1lth
Company, otn Batitalion and 27th Company, 5th Battalion) &
second position including une Lont des Cats and Mont Kokerel,
facing South and Southeast, in view oI possible attacks Irom
Bajlleul, Meteren, or Neuve-Eglise.

While in fronv of our center, the Iront remained
rather calm, exaept Tor sSome Tluctuations among the British
TroO0PS Wno were in Iront or us and who appeared o revire
slignvly, without it being bossiple vo determine exsactly
vheir posicions and movements, on vhe ovher hand, on our
lext and rignt the enemy convinued its local acitacks ou the
ytn Britisu Corps , who during the morniag lost the heights
of Lpanbroekmolen, and on the ldoth Brivish Corps who also
lost Meteren,

Orders were, tvhereiore, issued by General Plummer,
about Y.,U0 AM to counser avvack ac 6,00 PM to re-estaolish
the situavion : the 28th Infanvry Division on the left toward
Mount Kemmel--and Messines, objective the sSpur between
Wytschaete and Wulwerghem, sSupported on the lett by the 22nd
Brivisn Corps who were To vake vhe enemy in flank; the 133rd
Ianranvry Division ou the rignt, in tvhe direction ot’Caestre--
Bailleul, opjective Meteren and The heights to the North
iT vhese were in the enemy's possession. The 9th British
Corps would connecu the two aitacks, and maintain the
contvinuity of che Iront wnich iv oceupied, and ror this
purpose ihe 2und and oth Cavalry Divisions would be &v its
disposal.

At The same time a telegram arrived srom General
Foch, svatiug :

_ "Phe Yrench troopsS are to hold the battle where it
now is. The Germans tn:is morniug avbacked Wysscheete and
will oe veitween Xemmel ana Neuve~Zglise."” This was a recall
%o vhe principles of vihne defensive-oifensive, The French
Troops were already orieaited in this regard by previous
ingtructions; General Robiltot completed and interpreted the
dispositions to ve taken Ior avtack; ne had vhe 3rd Cavalry
Division approach duriug tche night and iToresaw vae emﬁioyment
commencing on the morning Ot uhe 17th, of the three dlsmounbed
Cavalry Divisious, vo exseud and compleue the orreusive in
case of sSuccess, in the direciion of Neuve-Eglise,

The attack launched at b.00 PIf, alvthough it did
novw compleueiy succeed, nevseritneless reallzea & certaiu advance,
At nignvfall, on tne 'ezt we re-occupied the woods Norta ox
Wytschaeie, une Basv and ooutn edges ol that V111age. But
the enemy still had some troops in che Wytscnaete wood. On
the right, we revook wvhe houses immedisately North oI leteren,
witnout peiug able to penesrate into this village, The
action continued during the uight with harassing and inserdiction

* The Engineer Companies arrived.as Zugybtpeene on The 15th,
and were moved by trucks commencing a2t Nooun on the 16th
to Steeuacker(Souvh or Absele) and, arter the 17th, under
the orders ot Captain Didier, started workK.
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fire which was succeeded, on the morning or vhe 17th, by
concentrivions on the assembly areas oI the enemy, unear 3o
and in rear ot nig Iromt. This Tiring limited by the range
of tvhe light artiliery, according to reports obtained irom
prisoners, caused the enemy serious trouvle and appreciavle
“Losses. What would these have peer, nhad vhe 2nd Cavalry
Corps been able vo place heavy artillery iu line ? What
resSulvs mignt 0ot we nave obtainedwith interdictiou rire

at long range on the Tew very restricted communicavion
‘eenters iu This counvry, where che German reserves with
consideranle materiel were gathered.

But the IInd Bricish Army insisted on nav1ng
its 'exnausted troops relieved,

At 3,00 PM, it ordered vy telephone to " make
tne necessary dispositions with the 9th Army Corps as sSoon
a8 possible Go reconnoiter the Sector of the 19th British
Intanvry Division, with & view to relieving it as soon as
the Sicuation Will permit "o

At 4,10 PM a new teiepnoae message was received :

"Relieve tThe Brltlsh troops with the 28tn and
13ord Infantry Divisions”

Under these couditions it was necessary to give
up all idea of sn oifensive and prepare ror relierx AT
2,00 AM durimg che night o¥ April 16-17, Genersl BoolllOt
advised, iu aﬁulﬁlcﬁ,of tne proba&oility of serious asitacks
in wihe area 0T vhe nills, and particularly btowards Kemmel,
issued orders vo COHuOlldqbe posivions neld and to expealte
the work with the greates ST aCoIiViey.

Preparatvion oI che main hills which zorm ine
main poines o1 uvne dereusSe; 0T vhe secondary c¢rests which
cover vne arvillery aad vhe priucipal obServatiod POStS
oL the small kunolis and poianvs in wne Zoregrouad 0L uvhe zZoue,
wniCn Wlil dresk ¢se 1irsy rusn oI vhe adversary; a large
employment 0L automasic a&rms coveriuy approacnes; permaneus
garrisouns iu vaee principal points oI support to Stop The astemms
0T vuruing or infilivraviouy  Mouuv Kemmel wivn Drenouisre and
vue Llanks of whe Tyroue zarm, whe valley oif Heliebeeck sud
iss smalti woods, Donegal, Aercraft and vhe road cuv Soutneast
of Lindeunoeck, crossiug tne raviues ILlowing iuto vhe Douve,

Lindennoeck sud ia Polka crossing vhe valiley ox
Haringnebeeck,

Kemmel, wvne farm and the Small woodsS ot tie head
0T the ravine ot Xleiukemmeloeeck,.

Scenarpenverg epd Monuv-Rouge, wivn Loere, Couronne-
Cavares, Bruloo«e Bucterzly, la Clyube.

Xond Vwoalwue aud Moav Noir witvwe vhe Chatveau park,

tieCroix ae PODGILHQMG Meuleuhoueck, Saint-Jans Capelie,Levreise,

Monw koherel wivp Beruneu and Purgavoire.

Houv des Cats wiun Fonvaine Hoeck, Besace, Rossignol,

We will vind uearly all these uemes agsin auring
the course or (he Tighting wnicn took place irom Kemmel to
Senarpeuverg and vo lonu Rouge, ana more vhan one will mark
tne 1imiv ox vhe German advance,
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April 17th--The pigns ol ivne lovh-17th was caim,
but &% H.UU AM vhe enewmy svaried a geueral vompardment with
neavy aritillery and gas shell on vne area Norvh oi Bailieul,
waich pombardment convinued all morning, and was parsticularly
heavy apout 10.,u0 AM, witn Strong concenvravion on Mont
Kemmel. '

Almosv a1l velephone lines were cut; these
were reclaced vy wireiess messages., Tne PC ox csne 2ud Cavalry
Corps was immediavely moved vo uvhe viecinivy of Steeuworde
in order (o more cloSely zoliow the advance., The previous
dispositvioas vaken Ior relieving vhe Briuvish troops were
cancelled; voth Frencu and Euglisn were vo Stay &uv tne 100%T
0L the slopes ou the Souvh side o:r vhe nills. The 3rd Cavalry
Division, reserve ox uhe Cavalry Corps, was brougnt up Go
vne Bravani, wood, bevween Aveele and Reningelst,

-Besides, o vetiter coordinate eirforis and avoid
a dual comwand, General Rovillot obtained rIrow Geueral
Plumuwer, auvtnority to place in voth French sectors all vne
troops vherein, voth French and English, under the orders
of tne Freunch Division Commender, who was av vhe Same time
placed in command oL Lhe Sector.

Avout 1U.sU AM, the enemy twice sried to devloy
A Meveren; e was stopped vy our Iire, Avout vhe same
time wvwo avtempts made Lo turu Moat Kemmel irom vhe Soutawest
and voe Souvneasv, bowards Lindenhoeck, were also repulsed;
Successive waves or avtlacks were drawu vack with neavy losses,

Quiet was gradually resvored vowards eveuing, and
So well vhav &t o,0U0 PM it was possible o issue orders ©o
vne agvn Iniaavry Division o relieve vihe 1lyth Bricisn
Division, Genersl Madelin taking over une command or the
secivor, &v o.UU ANl on vae 1Y9th, uvne reliei was euded, ald
the Brivisn Arviliery was to Tremain in place, ane passed uuder
tne orders or tne 2gvn Inranvry Divisiouw. Int additiou, as
a me&sure or precaumcion, vhe d$rd Cavalry Division permanencly
Kept oue wrizade and 1cs c¢yclist group atv vhe Brabawnt woods,
asS & possivle supportv to vue 28vn Infanvry Division,

Tne check met by the Germans was more serious
tnan was velieved, "Four tvimes already, on ine 16th" read
vue memorandum 000K OI an oiiicer of vhe 8th Bavtery oi one
ord Bavielion, olst Field Arcillery, capoeured ou April 2uin,
Souvn or Lindeunoeck, "tne attack on Mont Kemmel raited., On
tne LYin a new unsuccessiul avtack venind & rollingbarrage,
O the l¥%h a new iuTanvry avtack witnous preperadion nad
vne same result "

"Tnree regiments of tne 2nd Bavariaa Divisiom "
reporved a soldier ox wne Lith Compauy ot ohe 22uad Bavarian
laianvry, capoured on vhe 1l%th, onm uvhe road Irom leuve-

Eglise vo Dramouvre, "were 'tried veiore Kemmel. Tne Coupany
nad oaly L7 riitemen commanded oy o sersent. ALl vhe oificers
nad veen wounded. -Tne losses ailrecited vne murale, and uhe
Division naving received orders (o carry uhe Silopes Soutnwess
01 Xemmel where were very da.gercvuS macnine xums, did 0o
avvack",:

Tne German o.reusive, utnereilore, suiiered in
buiS Way 2 nov2nle slowing up, aud cnese iew days oﬁ&espiue
were vo allow relieir od vhe exiausved Brivisn Divisions
witnous dirriculiy, &ua 0 piace in lide une uew French
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Divisions arriviug uvo tihe rescue, aund wiithout iaberruptiowu
wivil complete stavilization occurred.

LWCHEYMGS uf LHE HORT

L siliRy, ORGANIZATION
S SECTORS. FPAKTIAL
S

- FQRUATIOR OF THE ARmY pETL
ullDER THE ORDERS (OF emBBERL
OF uHs SRONY INTO @90 GORP
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April 1seh to 24th.--Tnree new Frewcn Divisious
were ou wueir way vo Flanders, wvioe d4th Infanvry Divisiont
General Savailier), wuicn came vy trucks, devraiued vevwesn
Steenworde and Abeele (Headquarters at Watou, PC at Abeele).
Tne lo4th Infaniry Division (Geueral Breton) was to detrain
in the area ox Ssint-Jans--Ter-~Bieseun, while the 39th
Infantry Divigion (General Massenet) was reported at Gthe
railroad suai¢ions or Bergues, Rousbrugge and Esquelbeck,

The artillery of the two Tirsu divisions were called to go
into position &s soon as possible, and that or vhe 34th
Infantry Division during the same night oI the 18th-19%th,

on Mont Kokerel and to vhe North of Scharpenberg.- At the
same time GEY decided to form the "Asrmy detachmenc of

the FHoruvh™ (April 17) under wvhe orders ox General Mitry,

who arrived on April 19th at Esguelveck, to assume command.

On and arter April 2l1sv, the Prench front in Planders

was exvended Irom Beilleul %o Wybtschaete, between the loth
Brivisn Corns on che right and the 22nd British Corps on

she left, and haviag four inrantry divisions and two divisions
ol French cavalry divided into two corps sectors, One Divigion
ot Infantry and one Division of French cavalry were in army
reserve., Some heavy bpatteries, British Howitzers and guns
scaviered throughout the whole French iront, cooperated in

the derense, and were under vhe orders of the French command,

There reoulted between the French and British
Divisioas mized on che Iront, a Series of movements, which
the inaction of the enemy permitted to be carried ouv ©o
a saslgracvory eud. .

Tne 183rd Infantry Division waich occupied the
Meteren sector was relieved during The night oY the 1Yth-20%h
by an Australian divisiony while during the same night The
34th InTantry Division relieved the 49th Britisn Infantry
Divigion in vhe Kemmel sector, between the 49th Brivish
Division and tne 22nd British Corps. The 154th Infantry
Division, in ivs wvurn, during vhe nignt of The Rand-23rd,
was placed petween tae S4th and 2uuh Intantry Divisions, who
thus gained use of a part of vheir troops, the 34th Intantry
Division atv the same vime extending towards its right aud
taking over a pari or the front previously assigued to the
128rd Intantry Division.

: From Noon of April 21st, General Nollet, commanding
the Sotn Corps, assumed command of Lhe two right divisions
133rd Int.nvry Division on whe right, bpetween the
line Caestre--Fontvaine--Hoeck--Bailleul Church (boundary ot
the 15%h British Corps¥ on vhe West, and Godwerswaclde,
Saint-Jans-Cappll, on whe East (PC 2t Kruystrsete).

7 d4th Intantry Division on vhe leTt of the 133rd
InTauvry Division, as rar as the line Boescrnepe~-liont
Vidaigne--Dranousre (PC at la Montagne)
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2nd Cavalry Division (dismounted) on Mont des
Cats, Mont Kokerel and Mont Rouge (PC at Godwerswaelde in
second line); :

PC of the &oth Corps at sSteenworde,

’ General Robillot retained the commaud oi the Ttwo
left Divisiouns witn PC at Watou.™*

Tne 154th Infantry Division in lsisou, on the
rigne, with the 34th Iniansry Division as rar as the line
Wesuoutre--Wulwerghem (PC a2t la Loge, Southwest oI vhe
Brabanc wood). A ‘

28th Intantry Division, on the lexTe oI vhelbdth
Intanvry Division as far as the boundeary liue oI vhe 22nd
Britisih. Corps, bo the BEast (Reniugelst--la Clytte--Wytschastve),
wivn PC a2t Abeele, ‘

srd Cavalry Division dismounted, on Mont Vidaigue,
Mout Houge and Scnarpenverg in second line, with PC at Coucou--
Heksken,

In army reserve, the svth Inta:vry Division (Head-
quarters ac Winnezeele), wivh its Tegiments echeloned facing
Fast 1n vhne probaovle Iuture direction, eitner against
Poperinghe, Heuve-Eglise or Baillieul, and the 6th Cavalry
Division (mounted) in vhe area or Oudezeele(Headquarters) aiver
it naed veen relieved on the kills on vhe 23rd by vhe 3rd
Cavalry Divisiou, '

Artiliery.-~The 36th Corps had at its disposal tne
59th artillery (truck) ome pattalion of British heavy artillery

(12 50 lb, 6" Howitzers) atiached to the 13%rd Infantry
Division,.

The artillery of the 2ud Cavalry Corps, 2und, 3rd,
and oth Cavalry Divisions, of the 28th aud 154th Infantry
Divisious; ox two vacvtalions oi 105 mm guns{heavy artillery
oI the 2und Cavalry Corps), of two battalions of British
neavy arcillery, same composition as above, were atiachned
respectively vo vhe 28th and 154th Infantry Divisious.

The devachment of heavy British artiliery (General
lackenzie] (one basitaliou or two bU-pounder guns and “wo
bavteries of o" guns) rired harassing and counter-pbattery
tire over the entire front of the tWo COTDPS. '

| This geueral Treorganization of the Iront was
completed by re-arranging bhe rear areas and utilities, which

in accord .. with the Brivish authorities,greatlycontrioused
in esvavlishing Some order in tne going and coming of all the
large unigs, On our example vhe British Command abandored

the sysvem, up to then in Iorce on vnis Parsc or The Lront,

oIl combat zoues distinet Irom zZones of stasvions, the iirst of
which were organized perpendicularly to the Iromt, while

The secoud were devermined accordiug to Ghe vullevin resources,
**ifter nis arrival at Watou, on the 18th, and on zccount ot
the lack of proper camourlage, the PC or the 2nd Cavalry Corps
was astacked abouv 11,00 FM by several nostile planes, who -
dropped bomps apout uhe occupied barracks, luckily witnous
causing any losses. An anvi-airerart deiense organized the
Tollowing day with the Cavalry Corps auto machine guns
Gogether wich g service or inrormation, resulved in geeping
The hoStile planes av & suriricient disvance .
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and which resulted in each parivial relier, an iuexuricasvle
MiX-UPe

The one-meter guage railroad irom Esquelbeck o
Dteenworde, waicn was placed at our disposition, the
cousrol oi che munitcion depot near Poperiughe, well Served
py a temporary railroad ouilt by the English, pbut litiéle
used by vhem on account of ivs proximivy to vhe Irount, and
& regular service py trucks, gllowed an iuvensive supply
system, thanks to The devotion oI the maintenance personuel
vaken from vne auvomobile transporis and some available
terrivorial. vroopS.

The incessanv oringing up of munivions allowed ,
an incerease ol vhe arviliery fire in place of a decrease,
"Phe gallowance Tor 75 mm guns Tor April 200h-21st had
peern 17,000 rounds, or 100 rounds per gun, while 80,000
rounds ngd been obrought up vo vhe depot; we could, there-
fore, Tire twice as much", "Whatever vhe avitivude oI
the hostile artiliery, tvhe fire of our artilliery should
retain the character or extreme violence, uuder ctne sole
condivion or naving an assured supply of ammuuivion™/

The geueral inssrucvion of General Rooillod,
daved April 19vh, and commenting on the vacvical iusvruc-
tions issued by General Foch, determined vo all,vhe
mizsion ox vhe Freuch troops Tignving on tne British
froug as veiug : "To assure at any coSt occupation
oL wvne wowrtainous nills, and ix possiole, vo extend this
by revaking a¢ rirst the Llow slopes, aund chen, if possible,
bne heignvs of Neuve-Eglise--Wytschaeve and Bamlleul,
by & sdries oi offensive acvioas wivh limived ovbjectives,
whicn were o Serve as a pase Lor new advance,"

The dispositions iaken &s a whole, the arrange-
mentv of vie large units, the choice ox successive positions
o be prepared; the employment or the artviliery and tne
daily program ot harassing, ianverdiciion, and counter-
baviery iire; the making of partvial and Sector counver-
avivacks; tne mission oxr vhe Cavalry Divisions as secoud
Liiie wroops, rurnishing sarety garrisons on vne nills and
as movile regerves, uunder vhe orders ox vhe Cavalry Division
Commenders,** all cthese measures were approved by vhe
Commander ox vhe Army Devacinmeny. ofche North, ou nis
assuming comnand, and were vo codavrioute o give TO our
Iront as soon as Lhe relieis were compleived, & characver
o1 iumcreasing acvivity up to vhe great German atvecack ox
April 20Tn. Only uvne lack oi long ramge neavy guus wourd
7ot permit VYo nave &s much as wished, arivillery iire
0il vhe marrow pocketv or Bailieul, wihere vhe German reserves
accumulsved and where uvneir suppoly SysStem musSc have beeun
Singularly precarious.

**Tnis mevhod of employment of Cavalry Divisions has given
excellent results, i¢ has notv caused any exagxeraved

- measures on vhe pare oxr Infantry Divisioas, auxious o
Save vhelr own oroops, and vne energecic iavervention
0T cavalry uniss, principally during the grand atiacks
0L April 25Th vo 29th, proved uvnat vhey were always
ready To quickly come 1intvo acvion &nc vo generouzly
support cvhe intantry as required,
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On tvheir side the Germans limited vhemSelves
during che days rrom April 18tn to 24th, GO arviliery
rire rollowed py Some parvial actious, Deﬂdlﬂ0 to
consollaaue their previous gainsS ou vne Cresy of B&llLGHl--

Heuve~Eglise~--Vulwergnem, which consvituted Ior vhem &
uew base of deparsvure ror & Turther oiifensive. There
was a very clear impressiou tnat vhe Germans were moving
their forces in vne rear Ltowards che Kast, witn a view To
relieving the conjesvion otf the Bailieul pocket, and
tnat they were more and more accumulaiting their most
powerrul means of attack in the region oi Kemmel--
Lindennoeck~~ Spy farm; the advance posts oi Kemmel
were, on thelr part, afver tne 1l8uh, Tne objective ol
repeated acLacks, &ll repulsed,

In view ox & great bavtle wnichn appear 1mm1nenb
General Robillot multiplied pis precautions and did not
fail 4o exeiue tne &coivivy o his susordinates. Work
orn The Second positions was puSned with vigor, the
arrangement of eommunicagiouns, of dellladedfoads the
improvement of liaisouns and tﬁelr dupllc“ulon by couriers,
mounted messeugers and relayS;ithe uciliuzadioun oxr the
terrain with Steep slopes as an inivial proteciion
agelust combardmens; Gthe preparavion OL coudver aviacks
prepared in devail accordlag To possiple ruiture events;
vne reciprocal support of vne arvillery ox diziXerent
sectors and the placiug in posivion on vaeir arrival
0T re-eniorcing baviteries; ithe pringing up oI smmunivion
and providing a sscurivy service ILor Ifirsy lide Troups,
especially required nis avtenvion, wnile aloug tne entire
Lrondy, miaor combats vook place, whnere whe iniciative was
somevimes with us, and SometvimesS with the eneiy.

Thus in wne area South of Kemmel, our troops
who ngd ifailed tne previous day .inm an aLuempo agaiust
Spanuvpockmolern, capiured onr vne L1l9vh, Donegal and Aercrals
rarms, opjectives preV1ously 3831gned to vheir acvivity.
Oun vhe nexv uighv vhey repulsed a hostile auvtempt
againat Flevre., Oa the 2lsv, 22nd, and 2srd, snere was
no iartaniry acvion, but an increase ot the arviliery
rire, &nd a great acoivity 0T Lne enemy's air service
wiicn was clearly superior w0 ours, and macniue gunned
our lipnes av low alvivudes, On vhe eveniuy 0L uvne
2ord, uvhere was & Slighv wivhdrawal ox The %4tn Iniarcry
Division oun our right aiver a lively auvitacks

April 24{k--The pavule coucinmed on ¢he moruiung
ox vne 24vin, included im vhe area 1rom Kemmel tolocre,with
ann artiliery acvlvitcy wnicn cease” duriug uvhe aiceruoon;
vl Lowards o.4U P, the pompardment recommuenced With
violence agaiase vhe Sumwits and Horvn slopes or Kemuel,
Soon exvendlng (o Scharpenberyg &nd Lo tne village oL
Kemiwel; our aritilliery replied energetvically.

While the $4th Iufentry Division re-esvablisaned
ivs line vy & successTul councer-asvack apous Y.0U P,
our wo IntYanvry Divisious (28th aund lo4vn) whicn nad
received orders to eularge our posivious, Seized
Dayliguv Corxer aand Vina Coruer and coutinued on peyond.
A% 10,00 P av a sligne discance beyond tnese places
tney encountvered violenv machiue gwun rire aud dense
occupation. They, neverivheless, held on under une
proveciuivag 01 & parrage aud wivh vne assiSvance O sSome
local reserves.,
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From prisoners taken during vhis action iv
vecame Known Gtnat & geueral avbtack with use of gas’
was 0 vake place av 4.,U0 AN on vhe 2ovh. Tois iurormatvion
was received by vhe 2ovh Inzanvry Divisiou av miduight,
was conIirmed atv 1,50 AM and was imuedigvely vransmitted
vo vne Cavalry Corps, uo neignboring unics, and vo all vhe
artitiery wno, comencing ai 2.4 AN, svarved vheir COP zires
and geusralizing Iires on vhe iew German ovavieries vnatv
nad up vo vhen beeun located. This was tne vegiuning
0L ure greagu bavtéle whicn continued wWivanous ces saulou
wavil April suea, Tor UuO possessin: of the nills, av une
T00v 0i wuich she enemy's Lormldaole eLiorss were to
ve oroken.

Already, vhe eveniug wveiore, ou iniorwaivion
received as vo Lne presence in rear oI Xemmel nill ox
tne Alpine corps, Gensral Rowuilliotv nad intensiiied
and doubled tne narassing lires previously ordered,
tnis was So vhorougnly dooe uvnst auring Gnis aight
0L the 24%n o uvne 20vh, and commencing i 2.45 AN ou
vite 2otia, COP, barrage aud neuvraliziug Lires succeeded
o€ anocvuviner wiviout 1uverruption. Our arvillery
Tired rfuliy “uring nearly uvee encire nignt, in spive
0L uvne enormous superiority oI uvhe German neavy arvililery
whicn, Siuce vue pegiauing, had been cruelly ielv.

THE BATYLE OF KEMMEL APRIL 25tk - 5UTh.

Aeril 2oth,--0n the moruning oi April 25tn, the
Iront oT the Znd Cavaliry Corps was orgaaized as 1oliows

154vu Infanvry Division on the rignt:
41s%n Indansry oa vhe rignt wivn two bastalions
in live and oue in supporb;
4iobtn Inzantry ou vhe leift with two pvacitalious
ig liuve aud one i SUppors
414vn Inrantry in reserve,with iLhree wvavéalions
ecneloned Northwesu ol Wesoutvre.
In rear : )
Three dismounved bacvalious oi the 3rd Cavalry
Divigion,underGeneral Forqueray:
One vavevaiion on Hounv Vidaigue,
One vnaovvllion O L@ Seharpeuverg,
One pacvivalion iu che Bravaus woods.
2000 Intauery Division ou vhe Lext 3
sUbe Inraavry on sne rigonv, wo vatitalious ia Liue
and o:e in Suppori.
22nd ITurzuery ou vne Leiv, oWo oatuvalions in line,
and one 1ua SuULPOLL;
Yvon Inmiagvry in reserve on vhe slopes oI Lhe
Scharpenoerg.

Tne uearuess ol vhe enemy almose a&av vhe Lirst
slopes or Liouuv Kemmel, wne @pSence 0I sSure commnicaiious
between uvne Sc¢ nwrneuner ana Loune Kemmel, required us
vo meaintain vhe loecal reserves gud wvne PC or one Intautsry
Divisiou, orn or peyoud vhe Horwvh slopes or lounst Yeumel,
io order o occupy wnée cresy in case ol astack, veiore
bne euvemy could oolain & ootholo there,

_ Tne 2nd and ovh Cavairy Division arviliery, as
well as oae ozuvalion ox the 2vvh Inianuvry DlVlulOﬂ
<Tolilery uad veen bdrougns , o4 tne evendiny berore, in
PoSiviod 6o SUPPOYT vhe &6uLACE az81lust Dayliynt Coruer
and '3011@68.
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In troos oi us wune Germans nad uvilized
vne preceding days vo arraunge in place, verors 8
resericited ovjecvive, extendlng iTow Dranouvre iuclu-
sive vo the Polka inclusive, an exuremely poweriul
arvitliery, wiva ueavy oreach moruLars and vhe regular
LT00PS 0L Zuur Specially cuosSen Intausry Divisious:
vovn latancry Division vo vhe Noron, 4tn Bavarian
Bivision , tue Alpine Corps, &aud vue 28ud Reserve Divisiou.
Kovemenys u2d veen made 8u uignv, Duriug uvne day a
very deuse aviacion varrage preveutfouvservatbion, slready
nindered on accountc 0i & persistanis rog and tue lauve
arrival or our air squadrous (April 21st - 22ua). 4T
ulgnt vne noSivile airplaues pomved aud macinine gunased
our rear areas, cuviiag vhe velepnone lines and iuver-
ieriug wWiuvi Supply arrangementcS.

ABuuu 2,UU Al during one uighié 0L vwe Z4un vu
2othn, the violent bombardmeunt¢ svarted Trom the rront
directied against opavieries and rear areas, and partici-
paved in by very neavy caliber guns (s80pm), and with
a large proportion or voxic shells, with appareucly vhe
employmeny ot a new stupefying gas, which bompardment,
commencing av $.,00 AM, became so invensSe, tnat witnesses
svaved vhney has never see:n another like it

At 4,30 AM the enemy started an atbtack on our
lext against the Z8th Infautry Division and whe Brivish
Troops; at 5,00 AWM, on our right, against the lb4th
InTantry Division and its junction with the 3yth Iniantry
Idvision; ®inally, &t 7.00 AN, at vhe center, againsts
Liount Kemmel, agsinst Tthe 28th Imiantry Division, which
would thus nave to Supportv almosc the entire sIiiort,.

Our ztTirst lines wibthout cover severely tried
by vhe oombardmens a8 & result oi the atvack against
Daylizhv Corner aad Donegal, were almost everywhere
submergeds a large part of machine guns and automatic
riries were proken. Our barrages made in ironmu oI
Daylight Corner in the course or our a&vioack, lost Their
gifectiveness on accowit 0T the uncertainty as To where
the Iront line lay in view o1 the enemy's advance. They
must nave inilicted serious losses To the essailant, par-
vicularly during his last preparations, but utney were
distant from vne slopes of liounc Kemmel and no longser
reacaned the Tirst aTtack waves,

"apout D.30 Ali, "staves vne Commanding General
0L Ghe 2Z8vh Inrantry Division, in nis report of April
2'ten,"a rolling barrage by trench mortars of all calibers
was added Tto uvhe arvilliery fire and succeeded in
auninilaving the greater pars or the combat groups of
our rirsy line; &t tne same vime an intense machine gun
Tire opeued up along the envire Iront und, towards 6,00 AR,
the elemencs of support or the 28th InTantry Division
were in couva&ct with numevuus German groups, advancing
to vhe aviack, Under the rire oI our machine guns, tne
rirse German wave was sstopped on the Tfirst slopes ox
Mount Kemmel and remained ivhere ior nearly an hour,
covered by & double barrage which swept vhe East and Horthn
slopes orx Mount Kemmel and the crest itsely, which Tire
gradually reduced our macnine guns to silence and destroyed
&ll the communicationsS,



"Phe Lieuntvenant-Colonel Commanding the 30th
Infantry seized vhis moment to lead a counver atvtack
along vhe Souta slopes, which pushed To beyond tihe
first hositile line, out it met a second wave which
was itself advancing to the orrfensive, and whicn wave
wes accompanied by automatic rirles, trench moriars, J47mm
guus aud even some v7 mm guns., The Iew miacihine guns which
on our side were Svill im condition to Tire,nevertneless
succeeded in opreaking the second wave, except on our 1leift
where it reached vhe iront ox the Kemmel village-~Polka--
Rossignol woods Ths German barrace was held vevween the
slopes oi lount Xemmel and vhe valley of KemmelobecK,

"A third wave vnen reached tvhe crest of Mount
Kemmel where a bloody hand To hand fight started between
Germans and the 9yth Inrantry Battalion holding Hount
Kemmel,to which,all elements of the 30th Infantry still
in condijion to fight, joined in., Rallying one company,
the lOthﬁp%ieuz-Colonel charged in & counter-aviack
against the East slopes oI lMount Kemmel, where uvhe enemy
was progressing with a view to enveloping the movement,
Returning %o his PC, he Yound iv occupied by the enemy,
and was opliged to fall back to near Butterily Farm,

"Between 7 and 8,00 AM, the Germans again avtacked
Kemmel village and tvhe Rossigunol wood which they passed,
occupyiug vne Siege Tarm, by Surrounding vhe deienders(ons
company oI the 99Yth Infantry and one machine gun company
of vne aivision  tverritorial Battalion sent irom la Clytte
to esvanlisih liaison with the English). AzTter & bloody
resistance waich excited the admiracion or the Brivish,
the troops decimated and almost annihilated, were
overcome by numbers; sowards 9,00 AM Liount Kemmel and
vne Rossigunol woods were in tne hands oI the Germans,

"During this time,on the rignt, Some German univs
1Toreing the line oi derense vowards iuvs junesion with
the 4loth Infantry or tne 1b4 Inranvry Division, peanetraied
inso vhe valley of the Kemmelbeck, and arter o.0u AN
invaded the Znd and oth Cavalry Division bauteries,
cnen uvhe Bricisn Batveries(Russel and Camppell light
artillery betialions) who defended vhemselves witn rirle
and revolver Ifire, Torn by machine gun Tire and unaple To
remove a&ll their pieces, & part were destroyed (16 French
and 25 Britvisih Guns) and the troops then disengaged
vnemselves aiver ploody hand vo hand fights within tae
baitteries vhemselves,

"The attack on wvne 1lH4th Imrantry Division
was med wunder similar conditions. AIter a violenst
bombardament, the entire Iront of the Division was by
H.U0 AM reacned oy the German waves , wailch at rirsi, as
in vhe case of vhe Z8th Inrantry Division, advanced
agaiusy those elements of the iront line which were not
yetv desitroyed, vul soon gainea ground against vhe pass
netween che big and vhe licvuvle lount Kemmel, passing
the Hast Ilank or the 416ch Intantry, which was also
uncovered on the right by the withdrawal of The 413th
Inrantry. The lert bativalion of this regimentv, which
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which was, in Iact, very sSeverely pressed, wasS overwhelmed
Dy Y.U0 AM in spite of a counter avitack by the supporting
companies wnich did not succeed in stopping the enemy's
aavance, while vhe rignt battalion, in view oI Vvery heavy
losses, succeeded in holding on at Dranoutre.

"4t 9Yelp AN, the Lieuvenant Colounel commanding
vne 4loth Inrantry, who was with two battalious cramped
on 1ivitle Mount Kemmel reported the loss of the pass;
2t 9,50 4AM ne reporived thav he was surrounded in nis PC
buv was contiunuing vo deiend himseli, and tThat the battle
in Iact Seemed vo be convinuing Irom this poiat during
- vhe entire morniug, and possibly Tor part or vhe day. Turned
aaa sSurrounded around the North slopes ot Liount Kemmel,
the battalions of the 28th Infantry Division oriered a
determined resistance and defended themselves until worm out, -
The support units and the local reserves wnicn were on the
Hortn slopes of Mount Kemmel vainly counter-actacked to
drive back c¢he eunewy: the Lo4th InTantry Division on the
West, the 2s8th Infantry Division directly, with a support
of a detachmsni of dismounted cavaelry (auto macaine gun "
cyclises and one vat-alion rrom tne Srd Gavalry Division).

In fact, aiter 9,00 AM, the Commanding Geueral ox
the 2nd Cavalry Corps, informed of the wivhdrawal or the
left oi tne 28uh Inrantry Division towards the Rossignol
wood and ox che engagement of a part or this Divisiou,with-
ouwt any precise uews irom uvhe right oI the vt British
Division, nmad advaunced all the availavle forees or ine
srd Cavalry Division toward Millexkruiss, under the orders
oL General Forqueray, witn orders tvo sStop and drive wvack
any hosuile advance vetween Mouni Kemmel and the Dicksousch
lake, Lo re-escavlish lisison between vhe Zotn Inrantry
Division and the 94h Brivisih Division, and vo nold uuder
any condivion, the general lLime :Lake Dicxkspusci -- La Clyutie
until vhe arrival or vhe svyth Inrantry Division,the inter=-
venvion oi wnich was to be asked from the Army in order
b0 counter-svtack iu sue area Miliekruiss--Noroneast of
Founiv Xemmel.

AT vhe same vime orders were 1ssued wo vhe lo4tn
Infanuwry Division co close in to the 1leiT ou tne slopes
of llount Xem.el, and vo e3%2blisSn itSely on vhe switeh
liue veiween ivhe Norith part of Nouanv Kemizel snd tie elementvs
oxr vne EZ¥un Infanvry Division nolding toe Scaarpenverg, So
as bto limiv atv any cost uvhe German advance,

AT 1Ue.»0 AN, bhe Swvn Intanvry Division,placed at
the disposition or uvine Cavairy Corps, received orders (o
proceed vo vhe area Norun ori viie 3cuarpeuverg,  iu order wo
recapiure Mountv Kemuel; zZone oI avback vebtween itne road
Reuningelsts~-~Kemmel on the East, and uvne liue Bruloose-—
Cabaret~-Donegal Farm, ou tne West; iirst objective, tne
Fortn slopes of Mouut Kemmel; secoud objeciive, cross
roads on vne SlopeS; Uhird objecvive, vhe old iroub, Tarougn
Donegal Farm ana Daylight Corner,.
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Taking as & base oif departure the liue occupied
on thne Souti slopes oI the Scharpeuverg by parts of -bne
28t and 1s4th Inreantry Divisions, the aviack was Lo pe
supporved and covered on vne left in the direction of
tne Polka by Porqueray's devacnmeut (av Millekruiss), and
ou uite right in ohe direccéiou otf Locere--Donegal oy the
reserve regiment oI the 1o4th Inrantry Division, not
yes engaged, with ihe assisiance or che artillery ol tne
o9vu Inranéry Division, aund all availavle Frenen aud
Bricisn arviliery of vhe 28tn aud 164th Infanvry Divisiouns.
Uniforiunavely uvnis atiack could uov be launcined until
vhe moruning ox vhe 2oth, ianstead or vhe eveniug oL the 2oin
as uad veen unoped Tor,

If vhe loecal couaver-aviacks, led on their own
inicviative arter 8,00 LM oy the 28th and 154 Inrautry
Divisions o recapture the lost terrain,taken vy being
ilanked or Irom vhe rear, did not sSucceed in re-esvaplisning
tue sictuwation, bhey av least succeeded in esStoovlisniug
& line ox resistvance, and aiter 10,00 or 11.,u0 AT, vne
vaustle proceeded in place wilhiout anyone uvhioking ox
revreabing. The box ifire fired vy the Germans on the
south slepes ox the Scharpenverg and Mouut Rouge, a8 sSoon
as uvhey nad esv8plisned cnemselves ou Mouutv Kemmel,
preveuted besides any movement Lo the rear, &s well as
interdicving uvhe advance of . fresh troops.

At Noon, the French Iront passed through & point
oUL meters Hortneast or vhe edge oi Dranousre--~ Locre
nospital--Bruloose--tne XKemmelveck, where it conuected,
1l xilometer Southeast or Miliekruiss, witn vhe British
troops nolding one liune Scheapside--Wiestraat, and éhne
large wood KNortn ox Wysitchaete, wolcu vhey lost during
the aiveranoon aiter an oonsiinace resistauce,

It was not possiole (o determine the length of
w8 resistance oI the troops surrounded on Mount Kemmel,.
Deep dugouvs exisved there; possivly the defeunders nad
taken refuge therein during vhe pomoardment; in thav
case vney would nave peen plocksded or taked. The last
message, cervainly ideniified, arrived av Headquariers
and was daved av P,0U AM, coming Irom vhe Lieut-Colounel
Commwandiny vhe4lotn Inrantry, and Svavidg vha, he was
surrounded in his PC,

Other mess.ges whose sSource was more Ghan
susSpecied, vrausmitted by vhe Bricisn Air Service, several
vimes reporited during the day en=i "ine Freumen troops
are suvill (ignving onfiount Kemmel....they are lyiny down
on uvne Noroh slopes...., Ghey are procseding aow: uie
50Uty 510peS...."s TheSe reporss woich strauszely coiacided
very closesly wivn che poinss iired at by our arciliery.
were uever courirmed by our ErExixwwy planes, wanose
requesuvsS 10T indicaving vhe line neld were never auswered.**

*¥*In consequeuce, and especially on shne 29vn, while tne

Brivish artillery was energetically vombarding Lount Kemmel,

& Simllar message arrived atv vne Britisih army, Svaving

enav "vne Freucn have retakeu louut Kemwel", tvheu anotner

i? ag arvillery BIXXEEY lajor "cease Iire along tine euiire
ine",
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AS Tvnis may pe, and iun sSpive ox vhe zailure ox
all vhe moruing Counver-avLacks, wnicr were oroked uuder
vne machiuce gun and ariviliery barrages, iuew atiempis were
made duriug vhe day and up unvil nignviell, vo disengage,
it vnere was svill vime, vhe defenders oxi klounv Kemuel,

The detschmenis iTurnished by the 4loth Infantry,
and oy che cavalry vattalions or Lasalle &nd Guerard,
autempsed to advauce towards cne village oI Kemmel and
Mount Kemmel; vhey Struck ithe nostile outposis esiavliisned
alouyx wvne Kemmelbeck, wnho were edquipped witn machine guns,
and were stopped. The arrival oi bthe d%th Infantry Division
toward evening, Succeeded in Supporting on tue Scaarpenberg
vie remaining elements oT the 28th Inztantry Division, puv,
under e nosivile arriliery Iire wnicn nammered otpe Soutn
siopes and summics ox.une Scharpeuberyg, and searcned our
rear areas witR'dessation, no coucerted counter-asiack oi
Linls division wes possivle. Mount Kemmel was losi,
oput ivs derenders nad done otneir duty; vne greatver part
nad veen capiured or kKilieg on vhe ground, and very rfew
nad been able o retreav LO TLE TE&T,

"imong tne reasois walcn migntv explain the Germaus'
success during vhe 25th", says Major Ifuller, GHOY, iu nis
repors o1 April 30¢th, "une rirst and mosSv- 1mMPOY L&t was
LNReLT Very greav superiorivy i neavy artiliery aud uwneir
air service, uvn&nkKsS ¢o wnicm, vihey 1ot oaly sSuomerged
our posiviods under a uomoaxa¢menu oI Snells of all classes
aud sizes, O0I whicn the witnesSes suvatea vhey uad uever
yeuv sSeen bﬂe like, vut vhey alsSo caused uvihe Iire 0x our
vavieries, vy & uneuirslizavioa iire, o ve OI Very poor
gualitye Our vavieries were timived vo iiring COP aud
varrage iires,vhe density ol wricn shoulid nave been
gurricieut to preveut Gthe advauce o1 une noSitile iaxantry,
provided ovsServavivus had been pracvicable aud pavieries

3

nad oeeu provected vy & Proper couunier-vaviery service, ¥

"inovher reasSon was uihe lack oi depih o1 wne
derense., Tue imperavive coudiviou o deieudiug vnis liae
regardiless or the cost nad resulved 1u an accumulavion,
1y adaiviou vo vhe Permauent garrlsous *a large proporulou
0L OUr medriS. The only deep dmcouus existing were on
one Norin side ox bne hills., <t 1s velieved that tne men
Wiho prowvavly 00K reiuge uvhiere iu large numpers were
viockaded by vhe oombardmens and were wiable uo 586 ouL
1 vimie &y sue momeuas when voe German Infaniry sviack

nad passed over unemelnis would explain vhe Large nwupers
OL pPrisouers,.

"However unis may ve, we can eSLim2 e Ui uhe
2ova aue 1é84on [nranvry Divisious, waich nad already
susrered varousna uvhe louses ks unO preceding days and were
now suwvjecved w0 an avvack o1 exbreme violence, opposSed
T0 vhe enemy & resisvaince worihy of aan1“°blon"

* %

Tne light artiliery aloue Fired a iivtle more whan
1U.UUU Touuds,
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‘Qur losses were heavy: sne 2ouvn Inrapsry Division,
woiein nad 1o3t most, was reduced vy evenliy ol vie 2oin,
o 17 Qrricers aud 1,56V men, rieid trains iucCluded,
aliowing ifor vne losses received beiore vhe avedck, wach
ou uhe 24%n, amouuted to 2o Briicers aud 1,064 mea. *~

The fall oi Mount Kemmel was & serious cneck Lor
our rorces, it deprived us or an importans advadace post
and o1 very useiul ovServatiuvu PposSiLsS walca wne Germaus
were vo uuviliBe a8 vie base 1or & new aoveack, butv in
T8¢y nvbuliny was compromised as long 28 we Svild neld
vne principal cangin oir nills Iounyv Rouge~-Scnarpenovery,
vne lasy varrier vorderiung vne plain and ou wnich was
vg ve ael.mlue.!.,y DroKeu during tae Su.cceed.lng, aays vhe
euémy 's supreme eiforis.

- APTil Bovlr vo 28uBe-=-0n uize Zobh, uthe asback oI

viue dyuh Imxanvry Divisioa, whicn nod exiended on svneé 2ooit
as i8r as ovne Scnarpenwvery, iu vhe secuvor 0I vue Zoun
Luilansry Division, was stvarted at 3,00 A, wiocn une ovgjeciive
oL LOGL Dig aud liuviole Iouav Kemnel.

Four vaveslions were iu 1irsy lime, owo vabe2lions
in second Ltiune, tnhree wvaiialious in reserve,

The avtack was exiended aud Supporied ou che right
vy oie lodbr Inzaavry Divisiou, wivn two wvaviwalious o
e 4tdth Iniaairy in soe firsy Llise, one pavialiou of
vne 4lovn Infantey id reserve, vowards vonegal; on vhe
left, by the 2o5%n Brivisn Division, towards Kemmel village,
The 25tn British Division succeeded 14 reaching the
Hortn edge ox Kemmel village; our troops crossed the
avmmelbecx but were soon svopped uunder macnine gua iire
¢goming ;rnm the line Busterxily--Beaver Corner, and were
unable to advance further, The 39th Iniantry Division
relieved the Zdtn Iniantry Division which reorganized in
rear,

AG Y,00 AM, the enemy assured Lthe oXtfensive in
318 turn, driving back the British troops towards Wierstraat
and the Kemmelveck, and strongly pressed vane 154%h Iniantry
Division in the direcvion of Locre., The cavalary troops
were tnen called.upon to re-eurorce the line; those ou
the 3rd Cavalry Division (Geuneral Forgueray), on the lert
0T vhe $vyth Intantry Division o assure llaluon wWith the
British, those oi the 2nd Cavalry Division under tne orders
ox General d'Epenoux, to support vhe 154th Imfantry Division.

General Forqueray broughi two battalions Iorward,
The cyclists and one detachment or aubto machine guns, under
the orders or Colonel loineville, wiho Zmcame partially
inco acvion on vthe lert of the 59Ln Inzanvry Division,
in g¢he vicinivy or Millekruiss,

**In race, wne loSsSes were Less than were indicaved vy oué
Lirse reporuvs received av vne ead or une day. & ceruvain
aumoer or men LIrsiy reporied &8 missiag joined uvunelr
CoununBnds durl Lne Succeedliy dayS.
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General d'Epenoux sent vhe 2nd Dragoon Bastalion
under Pommery itoward lount Vidaigne, the 2nd Battalion oI
Light Chasseurs under Xerautem, aud the 1l2th Batialiou
ox Dragoons uader Segerand to Liont Rouge. Colonel
Waddington assumed command of these troops, esvavclished
nis PC on liont Rouge, and immediacvely advanced in
support or vhe Tirse liae, two companies of Segerand’'s
pattalion (Companies or ippert and Cordon), wno in close
conaecvion wisth c¢ne Inranvry Troops vook part during the
entire day in an active bavtle wnich was pariicularly
nov on vals side,

, The village or Locre, capsured by vae ennemy,
aiver three unsaccessiul avtemps, Tinally remained in
our pands as & resulv of & prilliany counver-attack led
by the 4l4th InTantry and Segerand's bavtalion wnich,
ab Be.40 PM, advanced as iar as Dranoutre and Locrehofs

Iv will be unecessary to follow, hour by nour,
during che days Irom the Z2otin vo the 30Uth, the incessant
compavs wnich too place at Locre and ivs vicinity, causing
in tals direcvion & consvantly unstable situation, which
seriously preoccupied vhe Command. Locre, on accouus
oI its posivion on & spur, av the Toot oI vhe hills,
comnands their approacihes and pariticularly a depression
wnich, on une East, Torms a line oFf approach cvoward ine
Scharpenberg and Hyde Park, The advance wnich ithe Germans
were able vo realize iun vnis depression was resivricied,
as long as we held Loere, out, on the other hand, this
advance permivited them in turn vo approach vy the ilank
oY ia rear by a Series oI avtemptsS ou our advance poiuvs,
and even on ine edges or vhe viliage itself, This, thnere-
iore, explains how tnis poins of support cnanged nands,
voth sSides Strenuously seeking to recvake and hnold it.

It was nov, in Iact, until axver vne recapture or
butterTtly on Iliay 4th, that we could reduce chis uvhreaten-
ing salient.

On the evening of vhe Z6th, our Trons slightly
increased vowards une West, passed tarough Koudekot o
the 34rvh Infaniry Division, Locrehor (lb4vh Intantry
Division), Fernoy iarm, line oT wvne mein Kemmelbeck,
oue kilometer Souvn or Miltekruiss,.

The day oxr vhe 2o0th was marked by a convinustion
0T tne German avitack, following its success the previous
day, and on our side by & more energetic reaction
and py counter avvacks. Ir these did not geain all
tuelr objecvives, tney ay leasi resuluved in Sitopping
tne progress oi an adversary wno was very superior in
Nnueber, .

On vhe 20th, six German Divisions atvivacked on
vne front of the 2nd Cavalry Corps{irom North to South:
seta Inranvry Division, 233%rd Intanitry Division, 3oth
Reserve Division, Alpine Corps, 4th Bavarian Division,
1l76h Intantry Division); On the 26th, tue 38th
Intantry Division was inseried in line between the
Alpine Corps and the 4th Bavarian Division, and these
seven divisions, supporied by an exitremely poweriul
arivillery of all sizes, only succeeded av vhe cosSt of
neavy losses, and aiier vwo days of batvttle, in gaining
tne maximum depth of 24 kilomevers.

0
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On April 27th and 2¢tn the German Iniantry ,
exnaustved by its bpig eTIroris oI the two preceding days,
and pesides prmrIEriugxXrgx having in preparacion a& uew
avtback, appeared less aggressive, The aritiliery .Tight
continued with violeunce, but we commenced to pe able
To Treply vo it under less disadvantageous couditiouns,
in view of re-enrorcements received(253rd Artillery
BEowitzers, one pattalion of 145 mm guns, one bavtalion
of 155 L guns),

On our side we tUtook advantage oil tnis relative
rest Lo sevively carry out our derfensive works(Switch
line from Bretelle-Scharpenberg-~Goet-lioet-Mill,
counecting on vhe left with the Buvh Brivish Corps)y to
reorganize our organizaition and establisn reserves(Generai
d'Epenoux assumed command 0¥ vhe rignt sup-secuvor,
Montc-Rouge~~llont Vidaigne; General Dhers ohat oL The
leit suv-sSector; loineville detachment, less one
pattalion attacned on othe preceding day to the 1b4th
Intantry Division ve¢ assure liaison wivn the Svyth Inian-
try Division, was brought back in reserve uear o
Reningelst) to proceed GO & new organizatvion ol the
Arvillery Command made necessary by movements required
by vhe pavile, and wvne arrival in line ol new vatieries,
0 1lncreage. vhe couuver-rire bavveries wnich now
cousisved 2tin addition Go vtne Command oI tne Brivisn
Geuneral liackeuzie : one Battalion of 1bvs GPF's, oue
Bavtalion ox 145 mm guns, one Bauvtalion or 1lbvu L guus,
which arrived on she 19th, one Bavtalion oi 120U mm guus,
two Batvvalions oi 10U mm guns; to pneteer uvne circulation
in pack areas.

In view oI the approachiag new erfort ol the
enemy, the COP and inverdicition ires were made more
and more deusSe, and were regulated more carerully ou
vne posSsivle lines of deparsure, zonesS oi assembly and
lines otr app.oach.

Tnis avbtitude wiichn was provisionally deIeusSive
did notG, nowever, resulit in losing Sight ol cthe principle
tnav & dertense 18 notv well made execept by taking vhe
orrensive, aud vne Command aga:n determined in deiail
cne esgsseandial poines wnicn 1y was riecegsary o reecapiure
by local aviacks : Haison du Pompier, Buviverrly,
Bruloose, TLocre Hospital.

On 4April 28vh, vhe 31st Inrantry Divicion
(Geweral Martin), receuvly detraidfin the area or
Winuezeele~Steenwoorde, where 1t was in army reserve,
comueneed vo move its Tirst elements vowards uvne front
i1i order vo be aonle vo relieve during vae night of
tne 29th~-50vn, tne lo4vh Infantry Divisiou, and v1is
relier was co ve errecved 11 order Lo carry ouv & small
operavion vo enlarge tne iront, iT the enemy allowed
us sne inigiacive,

April Zdtn--~llew indicasions sud more and more
rrecise 1niormacion received 1irom Trisoners indiecacted that
a new asvack was imminewnt. In I8cu, av v.UU Al the
eremy opeded on ouwr Irony lines & exiremely dense
arvillery iire, ox wnicn vne violence much exceeded ,
acecording to Witnesses, whe hardesty period o0 vhe big
pavslies or Verdum. &b vhe same vime our CQP zires
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were started by our periectly organized varrages(
arsillery and machine guu) rollowed up by harassing i1ires
ant vy Coucensvratvious started siuce nightiall, taking under
Tire vne 1irsv lines and tne back areas 0r uvhe eueumy.
Unzoriunatvely vuéme fires did not have all vhe eirect wnich
we nad wne rignt Lo expect, as vihe Germans Lo escape

Lrom them nad audaciously iustalled vheir asvitack wroops,
as we laver learned, immediacely after nightrall, iu uvhe
open iields on vihe Noron slopesor Mounv Kemmel, wnile

our snells were Without cessation coveriug uvne raviunes

of tne verrain and wvne covered places walcir might serve
as assenmbly points,

At daybreak, uvne Germau air squedrouS L00kK
coupleve 1nossession ot tne airy; we could regularly
cowrb on ZU planes ay low alviiude, and sSometvimes 1.
ao¢oier tnLg number; our back areas were strougly michine
gunuea despite the relatvive protecvion givead oy our
70T very udumerousS auvo macnine guus.

Toward .45 AN, tne German’ asvtack svarted,
preceded vy @ rolliug barrage, on a liue petween Mout
Vidaigne, Lioat Rouge and Mesvouure. The German Inrancry
svtarving from a line »LU meters Soutn ox the road Locre--
Bruloose, svarted vhe avvack in tne directioa oi
Hyde-Park and uhe SChRATrPeunersg. Our Inrteuvry &c¢ Lirst
energetically resisted slong Gthe Locre--Bruloose rosd,
wnile sne dismounved Cavalry (Company de Vries oi oihe 4%n
Dragoous and 5.1, Acnard) resisited at utheSWesu edge of
Logcre;but woward 8,00 AN a small breax appeared iurvner
oritn, vreaking oche ligison bevween the lodvh InTauvry
Divisioa and vhe 39Yuh Inzanvry Division, aud vhe Germans
advanced cowards Lne Couronne-Cabares,.

Immeaiately a counter-aviack grressZety ny la Porve's
Company or vue 4uh Intanvry Divisioun, and oy some re-
org&uized men irvom de Vries Compsuy svarted irom one
Souvir parv ox wne viliage., All tne oiiicers ol La Torie's
Company were put oub oIr action; Captain de Vries cnarged
vpersonualy, & Saovel in 2is naud, &6 sne nead o0i Some
meu o1 wuigs Comrauy wno were grouped arouwud nim and waoo
Took as arms anytning vnac vney could Tind.

Towards 9.,UU All, vhe Germauns re-eaiorced vy
auouu vwo Companies ensvered Locre and scarced vo
intilvraie vowards liount Rouge. The Bavialion oI
Lamarque (wio nad succeedCde Xerauvem, seriously wounded)

was auw Senty rorward avouv lU.V0 Ad, The Bougon
Gompany oy aa irresisvaple vayonet chnarge threw ovack
one Germans ou vhe Locre Hospival, while uvhe vhree
remaining companies btook in xlan& vhe hostile Iorces
szdvaneing vowards vhe Couronne-Cabarev, vetweeu Liout
Rouge ana tne 3chirpenberg. The right counvinued
Somevime around Locre and Locre Hospival, which iinally
rew8ined, atver aoou, in the naads oxr vhe cavalry,
supporied by parts ox vne 4laitn aud 4io0tn Iniantrye.

The cyclisv detachmeut oi the 2ud Cavalry
Division, the last iresn reserve, arrived siter 10,00
AN to re-eniorce the 1lext oi the 4l4tvn Inranivry; on ivs
siae, vhe %vih Iniantry Division supported its right
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towards Hyde-Park, with two Companies and one hali-
Company,or macnine guus, and vhe liaison, 10T &
moment vhreatened bgmweeu the Lo4vn aund o9 In;wncry
DlVlSlOﬂu was solidly re-esivaplisned,

- AT 1U V0 AWM also vne 518t Intantry Divisioun
(general Mariin) placed at une dispositiocn oi uvne
Commanding General or vne 2and Cavalry Corps, vy the
North Army Detachmens, Was vrougut Lorwardd®l in ecihelon.
Towards lioon its leadiug elements grrived in line with
Abesle, General Rooillot coarirmed the insivructions
wricn nad veen given o General Martia duriug ivneir
advauce, and directed him ¢0 couuver-atiack as soon as
they came in coutact, 1n order vo drive cne Germans
irom vhe South Slopes oI tne Scharpenvexg.

AT this moment the general situaiion nad
106 yeo veen well devermiueds.

It was koown ohat the bavitle was proceediung
violently around Locre, and Locre Hospival, which we
nat juss - retaken, buv vhe day was not ended. The
Germans might avbempt new erforts; it was necessary to
vake advauvage or vihe arrival ian line oI tnis iLresh
division vo cnange the situavion and agaiun ootain
the advanvage. The artillery oI ithe lo4tn Imraavry Division
received orders ©o Supporv with il ivs availanle bavieries,
tne action of the $1sv Inrtantry Division, wnosSe own
ariiliery was iftsely advaunced and esctavlished liaison
witin ovher artillery already in acition.

The uniforeseen possipilivies, vae inrluence ol
attacks ordered beilore, uvhe slowness of execution due
10 uhe verraim, due vo lack of devraining 0T LrooPs Jjust
ouy of vreuches, and also vhe gas with waich cne Germans
profusely snowered uvhe slopes and roads Norbth oi tine
pnilts, resvlved 1n the 81sv Inzanvry Division dobvecoming
engaged that same day. Io limived ivseli to relieving
vne 1baith ITnrantry Divisiou during vhe night ox vhe 2von
L0 SUGhe

Tne end ox wne day had besides veeu more calm,
exceps towards 4.0u PM, wnen vhe Germaus reuewed tneir
aviempts agaiast Locre, and partially entvered Tnat place,
DUt they were agaln drawid out by & couuver auviack wnich
gave us &auv che same time The Couronne-Cavaret aad tne
wood vo vue Easte. AlL cneir erIortsS o GoLa&LIN &
Ioothold on che Scharpenverg ifailed, especially in the
vicianivy of Hyde-Park, where we mainvaiued our posicious,
UL 100 Wilthout dirficultye. All the resServes ox the
Infamvry DivisionsS nad veeu engaged, as well as vhe
cyelist Detachmeny or vhe 3rd Cavalry Division, the laswy
availavle uwait or vhe Cavalry Corps.

The %1lsv Imzancry Division arrived av unisS vime,
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April s0th.--A% the end or the relisei, aoout
24U0 AM, unis Infancry Division in lizison on ius led
wish vne oytn InYanvry Division atiemptea o advance
from Locre and Locre Hospival, buv like its neighbor it
was Stopped by whe deuse Tire ox machiue guns walceh
swept 18 approach.

In ract, uvhese local avtempts were uoitning

aud 1 view ol che meagre results ovpbtained, the Commandiug
General oi che Nortn Army Decachment directed chat vhe
avvacks ve regsawed during wue same morning, and couvinued
wichouv ceSsation oun the SuUth ana the days rollowing,
until vhe sSupporting poiuvs wnicn nad peen vaken from

us nad veen recapiured, viz : MOn du Pompier, Locrenot,
Bruloose, Butterily. o

An avbtempt made at 9,00 AM failed like tne
preceding ones; o thelr side the enpemy reacted with
vigor. We lost, during the day, the Locre Hospisal wnich
the Germans ook irom usS &5 a result 0L & new &iiemps
ol our Parc o push lorward; on ithe other pand in
irous o1 Locre all cwheir eirorvs vo again gain a foovhold
in this village were vain,

These were ivhe last parts ox btne atvd8cKk or une
2vyth, direcied agaiust uvine Scharpeuverg. Our oosivinase
ai0 aggressive resistvance iu wnich the dismouated
troopers of tne 2nd Cavalry Division, paréicularly, Look
sSuch au importanms part, definitely sStoppred the enemy
wno was uot avle, at the price orf serious losses, o
realize anyvhing, ouws an iusiguniricanv advauce. Tae
varrier or che nills remained iniget @ &ud a8ll Gthe
geuvivivy o the followiug days was Wivn & view {o
grafjually diseugaging tne edges, -

" Two unew Iuianvry Divisioas arcived ior duty;
tne dxzua Intantry Division, deesrained ou vue LY9th, iu
tne viciniey or Saini~dJanster-Biesen, in rear ol uvhe
2ua Bricisa Corps, on our leit, sud the 27in Inranury
Division wnicn just compleved coucentrating around
Steenworde, in rear or our ceuber. A tnird division,
vne L29%n Inxanery Divisiou, wa: announced as sooun To
approach.

Arviliery superiorivy passed vo our side wiun
the arrival ox
1 Bastalion , Zod4th Arvillery (220 mm T k)
2 Bavialions, oloth Artillery, (155 mm Schueider
, Hovritzers).
2 Bauvvalious, s13vh Arsiliery (los L.)
1 Bacsalion, loo GPH,
and some days laiter there arrived the artillery oi
the 12vtn Division, and vhe 272nd Arviliery (Howitzers
ou Trucks)e. :

Aiver May lst, the aciive role of ke Cavalry
Corps was uearly ended. There remained on the Ironws
Tor several days, only vhe divisious or arciliery, two
vavealions or dismounted cavalry irom the oiir Cavaliry
Divisioun, who iormed thne oiilly Ifresn reserves or iLhne
svun Intanvry Division, and were under uvnis Commander
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o co-operave wivh the Indanvyry Division ig local
operaitions, &na uvae Suvdir of the 2nd Cavalry Corps,
wnicn retained unvil Noou May Ota, ¢ne Command ox
vae Secuor ant vue direcuvion of tne vavivle oun vhe
lelv wing.

Thrown into vhe vavtle , ariber & period oxf
lu vo 12 days or iorced marcnes, ocuvposis and heavy
work vy day and vy nigho, under & coatinuous, and
av vimes singudlariy violeunv vomwardment,bne cavairy
reximedvs and, especialily itnose ol uvhe 2nd Cavalry
Divisioun, wno were mure severely ivried"gave equal
ProoisS oL whe eueTrgy, resSisvauce, and comprenension
0L vue requiremenits 0L wvne Sivuguvion gud ol whe
vavile in & war oxr movemeubts, and an suvsSoluve disSregara
ior aeath, which are worthy ef beiag cited as an
example™*F v,

If during the last days of uvhe pattle,
certvain cavalry regiments were more engaged than others
in the infantry actions, the troops councentrated, who
supported without Iailing the crushing euxiect oif ‘
artillery rire ol uunprecedented violence " had a more
dirficult roll and av least as troublesome & one &as
those who were in immediate contact witn the eunemy'’s
line, and to whom occasions oifered themselves whien
were So ardently awaited and desired oy all, to
intervene with cold steel and & hand o hand fight™** w,

LAST OPERATICHS MAY 1stv tvo MAY oth,

. The last days were marked by the withdrawal of
the cavalry divisions which were progressively brought
o uvhe Saint-Omer area, and by the entry in line ox
the two Infantry Divisions : thed2nd Imrantry Division,
relievea the 2bt%h and 49th Brivish Divisions during che
nignes oY vhe $rd vo 4th, and the 4th to 5thn, thus
extending vhe Prench irons towards the East, as 1ar
ag the line Godesonne Farm--Iallevast Farm, "and the
129%h Iniagbgyugggablon wnich relieved, commencing on
¥ay 4th, the/svyth Infaniry Division. The withdrawal of
chie cavalry divisions as ioreseen ou Fﬁy'lst was ouly
paTrioly carried oub on tnis dave, In view or the circum-~
stances, uhe cyclist detachment oi the srd Cavalry
Division was leit ai whe disposal of the 39th Infantry
Division unvil the morning or lay 2nd.

The dismounted elements ox the buvh Cavalry
Division remained iu reserve in rear oI our lexrt in
the Reningelst area, uutil lMay dth, and vook part in
several raids oif wvhe Imfanvry troops. @nly the mounted
devachment s o the three divisions anc theTtrains moved
on May 1lsit,in order to clear the back areas and make
room ror the wvwo re-eurorciag Intanvry Division whichn
commenced vo detrain,

The 2ad Cavalry Division went to the area of
J‘m: ctrr Quelmes{Headquarters) via Broxeele and
¥ oaiqu-uomeiln bridge, which was crossed by The
rear elemencs at Y.00 Ak,

***Report ot General d'Epenoux on operztions rrom
April 1lsth to 3Cth,
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The 6th Cavalry Division went vo vhe area or
Tilques{Headquarters) via Wemaerscapell, wnich was reached
vy 1ts nead at 9,00 4k, and vinen via Saint-lomelin Tollowing
ir rear or iLhe Znd Cavalry Divisionu.

The vrd Cavalry Divisiou went o une area of
Arnecke (Hsadquariers) Wnlcn it reachned at Noon.

The Corps btroops aud vhe Stail ol tne 2ud
Cavalry Corps also withdrew sowards ﬂormouth(ﬁeadqu&rtefs)
Tedergnem{Supply Treian) and xirom vhere uvowards Wizerues
tne remount devot went towards Seint-liomelin, &nd vheu
continued with vne 2ud Cavalry Corps to WQLCD it was
semporarily. atbached,

The squadrous of uvne 2nd Cavalry Division, wnich
were S¢i-l more or less engaged on vne nilis on April suUth,
were relieved ou Iy lsv, ny Srucks, and orougnt Lowards
Boescnepe, and virernce o vhe aref ox utne Cavelry Divisiong
vhe sume course was followed on May 2ud for une cyeclisuvs of
vhe srd Cavalry Division, znc ou IRy boh zTor 21l aismounved
combav troops ol vhe ouh Cavalry Division.

On nis side, The enemy severely tried during
tne preceding paviles, as all wituesses reporived, and
eoustaiivly Supjecved vo our arcviliery fTire, did nov reuew
nis aveacks during May lsv @ao 2nd, His ariillery,
nevazrineless, rewaiuned very acyive and appeared o ve rurcner
re-eurlorced, He also proceeded %0 locel relisdis, and accord-
ing vo siatements oI prisoners, received re-euiorcemencs,
and prepared Tor aew operations. From oue Source or anouvher,
iv appeared vheu e was obServiung and preparing Lor bavile,
whicn period of preporavion was ucilized ou our part oy
& megdewal oL &Cylvity whicn prougns uUsS sSome gaiuns ox
cerrain, '

4 .

As a result oI vhe avbtempes ol uhe preceding days,
and local avteuwpts, which only gave us insigniricans and
geuerally precarious results, stnere succeeded some real

£i8s prepared &nd carried ouv wiin care, witn a view

0T Tre-occupyiug verra:in Wonicn will »eormit & real exriecvive
arvillery prevarayiou &G vhose places where our liues
were in w00 CloSe couvalCu wWitn Lhe enemye

Tnus on Ifay drd, oue Compauy or uvhe l4otin Iniaunvry,
ant  wwo Companies of dismouunced cavalry or vhe otk Cavalry
Division, atviacked Bruloose aund Bruloose-Cavarev, aund,
aliunough Gthney did not succeed in retaking chese vwo poinus
ot Su”pOTB they neveriheless reduced the menacing saliant |
wnich,siuece vne 2oth, nad exisved in our line in vhe direction
ox Hyae-:@rk.

AT aayoreak ol vne 4th an operation carried ouwb
in connecvion witn vhe vooh Corps wivtn good arviliery suonport,
put in our nsnds wvne Logre HOwPlBal Butterzly, Bruloose,
and une Pompier farm, wnich the enemy, however, recapbured
excent thne Bruioose 1Qrm wnicn dexinively remalned in our
nands,
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At the same time our artiliery, more aand

more inzormed by its onservacion service, could act with
greater precision on the nesss oI ﬂOuLlie patberies wnich
were most uroudleSome and disturving.It thus Torok under
Tire, commencing on lay 2und,a nest of 12 bpavteries oi 77mm
guns reporited on vie slopes of Mount Kemmel vo wnich

vney nad advaanced, and Iired againsv each oi vhem Sbout
ov0 well oobserved rounds; the same acivion was saken
agaiunst one euntrances vo one Kemmel tuanel and vae

pservation posts, &nd tpne rulns ol the village ox Kemmel,
where uvane number oi German bpbatiteries inereased Irom
tea o thirty.

As dunrormzvion Irom Brivish sSources iwdicated
a POSDlULS avtack on MNay 4th, we increased our nara:sing
and COP fires, and tne General Commandimg che 2nd Cavaliry
Corps advanced the vwo leading regiments oi the 129th
Division (General de Cora) which was placed at his
disposition, in line with iveele, Easi ol The railroad,
availavle ior any purpose, while at vthe same time he
delayed unvil the 5th tvhe deparvure of the dismouuted
elemennvs or the buh cavalry corps. In fact, vhe 4ti
passed quietly. The reliexr oi the S9Yth Inrautry Division
was carried ouv without dirficulty on iLhe nignt oi tne
4th o »th, 28 nad oeen intended, and av Ifoon on the dth,
General Rovillot turned over to General Corvisart, commandiug
tue Loth Corps, vhe command or the sector which now con-
tained vhree iuranvry divisiowus in line @ $2ud Inrantry
Division on she lefy, PC South of Foperiugne: syth Inrauntry
Division, in vhe cenver, PC a¢ Abeele, in process oi
veing relieved by vihe 1l2¥th Inrtanvry Divisiou; sisv Inzaucry
Division at vane right, PC at ai la Toge.

The arvillery or vne loch Corps took position
during tne unignt or tne 4rd to 4vh, Xelieviug vhe artillery
0¥ vhe 2und and s»rd Cavalry Divisiowns, wnich were pilletved
on the oin a&v Bavincnove. The bin CuVuer Division ox
aismounved men were emoussed arter ine Bruloose airfair,
on ¢ne morniug oTr uhe 5th, av Sveeaworde aund Abeele, and
vaken vo Tiloues. The lici Company, otn Engineer Bavballon

sud the obh Company, 27vh CENEEZYIXXK Euogineer Bauvtalion,
01 une 2ud Cavalry Corps, oa sne oth, axter surning over
thelr orders vo othe lobtu Engineer Corps,were also emuvussed
and taiken vo Wizerues(Headquarisers of uvne 2ad Cavalry
Corps)ineir Engineer aud Field:. Traius proceediug oy road
wicn wvne dth Treia Comapny, lotn Battalion, or vne 2ud
Cavalry Corps,

Tne 2nd Cavelry Corps leitv & siawilized xrous

0 168 successors, solidly supporived ou Several lines ox
successive deirenses in process ol completion, and supported
by & Strong artiliery; sure communicutions, large dumps of
munitvions and maverial of all kiandsi vroops welli in nand,
full of courziderce in Success, proua o naving oroken oue
oI The mosSe redousauvle eriorts or une enueny and of naving
already revaken & partc 0 nis gainS.

. On May oth, owhe envire zud Cavalry Corps
reorganized in vne vicinavy oI Sainc~-Omer, left vhere vo
march vo vne area or Neufchavel~en-Bray(Heasdquarters oz
vhe 2ad Cavalry Corps), wnich was assigned tiem t0 Treorganize.

llormal marches, witn rest every ILour daysS, &cross
cne Brivisn Zone, until the 1lZ2vh oTf May, Tollowiny in general
the Same linas as during the advance in the rich Bray counucry,
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wnere men and horsesS were O iind tme rest walcn vuey
so nmuen needed arter iwency days or inceuSive exiortus,
oL uervous vernsiou &ind or¥ wioody compats,

In leaving bthe Tegion o0 vhe nills So Stromgly
dispuved, tne Zaod Cavalry Corps received irom Geuerzl
Godley, commanaing vhe 22nd Brivish Corps, uvhe precious
tesvimony vhat its assisvance nad been warmly received
by our aAllies, ox wnich we ourselves ned sSo uighly
apprecisied vhe venacity as well as vne loyaliy and
comradesuip ol bacttble.

"In my name and in the namé ol my Corps"™ said
vnig General in a levier seni on May oth Lo General
Roviliot, "I wish (o express my proround Senvimeunss oL
regrev wnich was felt by all ranks on uhe occasion of
your departure and onav oI your Splendid cavalry corps ,
wWnicn came So repidly ©vo our assisvance &8t & crivical
moment.

"The magnificent . march ox approacn whicun uney
accomplisned under vhe mose airiicult circumsitonces will
long remain in vhe memory oF all.

T would very much appreciase ir you would
iutorm your divisions aund your sSvali or Wy wlanks andt warm
admiracion ror 21l vhat vhey nave doue U0 23818t uS while
we were neighvors in pattle",

Our losses during tne period o1 April 1vth
To d0th were a8 1ollows ¢

Kilied'Wounaed 'Missiug 'Kitled'Woun-"[liss~
| I 1

I 'ded ' ing.

i Vv A S e . S i b b e G T S W A MW e W

2ua Cavalry Division..._lo ls - 1o 448 7
ora Cavalry Divisiolle.s © 11 A 92 428 27
otn Cavalry DiviSiclees 1 2 - 4% 77 8
Corps Troops | o 31 2
TOYAL

Oificers Ilen
Zud Cavalry Divisdion 28 580
ora Gavalry Division 19 D45
ouii Cavalry Divis ion 5 225
Corps Troops - oY

e . e B A v T — A — o D See B e G A b S b b

wRapD TOTAL 0 L.o98,



_ To these uvobtals we musi add, ror uvae period
or kay Lsu vo L2y von (dismousted elemenits of vhe srd
and oion Cavalry Divisio:8, suiti ou vne xrodé ):

1v xilled, 92 wounded, 7 missiug,.
Or iu all sor vhe Zud Cavalry Corps :

oy oilicers, l,éil men killied, wouuded, 0T
missing, out or an eiiecvive combav Svrengibh dismounved
oL turee simall ocassaliions ok 400 men eacn, aand & cyclisy
devacimens oL 12U men ior eacn cavalry division, or iu
rTowd duwmpers 4,0u0, includiug uvie arsiliery 2uad eilgineers,

Tne Inrancry Divisions loss durigg vae same
period ox April 1lsvh vo kay oun, oriicers aud meu, killed,
wouuded, O miSsigg, approxXimavely

Zouvin Inrapvry Divisiou sesstescensssatyBUU
L1o4vh Inrteunvry Divisiown ..............&,400
a29ih Iﬂlaﬁufg DlVl%lon Qoooooco-oooool 990

318 Lﬂzaﬂbr DLVlDLOﬂ coon..oauoo.ooLrUUU

IT our sacyiiiees waTe heavy, the losses to
tne enemy were STill greaver, . :

On April 16th, auv the moment when the 2ad Cavalry
Corps engaged its rirst broops iu counter aviacks againsy
Leveren and vhe Spanbroockmolen (Southwest of Wytscnaeue),
tne enemy had in line rrom Horvh vo Souch: the fth Inzantry
Division, the 49th Reserve Division, uvhe 15th Reserve Division,
tne dotn Reserve Division, the 11th Reserve Diviszion, the
11%7tn Division, the Alpine Corps and uvihe 8lst Reserve
Divizion, or 8 divisions ou a rronit oi Tourteen Kilometers
with the greatest density on the wings,.

On the leth, the German eIiort was couvinued
alony wne entire line, but it was more intense cu the
side oz ilyvschaetve, whore varee divisious{ 7th Division,
49th Raserve Division and wvhe 1¥ch Reserve Division) were
eugamed;toward Bailleul--Kevereil, which were atiacked
1 Lronv oy vhe 1li¥tn Division, vne Alpine Corps, and uhe
818t Divisiou.

Oun the Tollowing day, tae 17th, the aAlpine
Corx ps and vhe 117th Division werse relieved and replaced
0y thne d”cn Division and vhe 22nd Reserve D1v1°iou.

On tne Llgth, 1in order o continue the attack
Gowards iounv Kemnel, To The Joth and 49Ysh Reserve Divisioas
already in line, thevre wag added the Sley Division and vwo
companies irom uao 4'ph BaEH < ASsBudc Batitalione.
Three vimes These TroopsS were Sent againsv che Soutn Slopes
ot Iiount Kemuel without being able to advance, During
tne night oT vhe 18th and 1Yth, the 31st Division and
the 4oh Assault Batvivalion were witadrawn to The rear.

From April 2uuh vo 23rd, iaterior reliefs:
incregsed tae deusity 0I The troops between the Spannbroock-
molen and vhe Dranoutre-~Heuve Ezlise road in Tront of
our 28th and 13srd Infantry Divisions, which Tound in iront
ot uhem taree complece German Divisions (3lst Division,
both Ressrve Division, 11th Bavarian Divisions) and Darts
0L vue 49oh Reserve Division and the 117%h Division,
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During April 2srd, tne Alpine Corps relieved
the Zlsv Division, the 4tn Bavarian Division relieved vhe
1lith Bavarian Division, the 228nd Reserve Division relieved
the 1llth vivisiony on the 20th two new divisions came
into line, the Dbth Division replacing uvhe Both Reserve
Division, and the 19th Reserve Division replacing che 4vth
Reserve Division; So that at the moment oI The avtack of
Hount Kemmel ithere were iTive iresh divisions in line and
wvwo regimenis (450th Imfautry atvachned to the soth Division,
-nd vne v4%n InrTancry Division attacned wo the 4th Bavarian
Division) assaulting .+ on a Tront of six kilometers.

Afger the Tight o vhe 25th and the withdrawal
of our iront between tae Locre Chateaun and 1,500 meters
South ox la Clytte, there remained in Ironc of us on &
Iroov ot avout rLour kilometers, in order irom North vo
Sousn : & part of thne poth Division, the 2353rd Division,
tne Alpine Corps, the 4%n Bavarien Division, and part or the
22nd Reserve Division., It was these troops whicn attacked
on vhe Zvth towards Locre -- Hyde-Park the South slopes
ol che Scharpenberg; their erforts were broken by our
fire, our counter atvacks retook Locre and Hyde Park wnich
nad ait 1Iirst peen captured,

Very much tried, as sitabtements or prisoners Irom
tne aAlpine Corps atdohe 4tn Bavarian Division sstaved, and
aceording oo lises of cassualvies iound in memorandums, vhese
large uaits were successively relisved; on April 30th, the
10sh Bavarian Division relieved wvhe 4th Bavarian Divisiong
onn May 2ud the 255rd Intantry Division replaced the 2vth
Division; on May 4th, vhe 22nd Reserve Division was replaced
py tne LZlst Divisioun, and on May oth, vne Alpine Corps
was replaced vy the 214th Division,

Between April loth and May 5th, 130 batvteries
nad peen noved in acvtion on the 2nd Cavalry Corps sector,
0oL wnicn approximately one-half were of large or of medlum
caliber,

Out ox the 20 divisious engaged by ithe euemy
peitwoen 4april léeh and May ovh, four divisions (4th
Bavariaag Division, obuh Div131on, 22nd Reserve Divisioun,
1ith Bavarian Division) and tne alpine Corps, were

severely ovried. Hine ovher DlVlolOUS ( anrd Division,
1117¢h Division, 7en Division, 17vh Reserve Division, aYth
Reserve Division, Soth Reserve Division, 38th DlVlSlOﬂ
8lst Reserve DlVluiOD 10un Ersavz. DlvloIOH) less trled,
neverivneless ror vhe momeﬂb seemed incapable oI carrying
ouL & new assaulv.

COFCLU”IOH.

During the period irom April 12¢n to lay oth,
tne employment or wvhe 2nd Cavalry Corps may be divided
inuo Tour phases :

199 sirom aApril 12tha vo looth.--Tne 2ud Cavalry
Corps proceeded wivh iorced marches vo che zoue of
inverveuvion without LloSing eilsher & norse Oor & mar. Tais
wags 2 splendid movement, consider:iny the streugta engaged
and the rapidivy of vhe march, whicn was far nead QI
moveumenss ol large cavalry unlts in pasit higtory, eveu iun
vhi ¢ of vne Zmpire, It marvelsusly TfuIfilled vne mission
0T "svratvegic reserves" rapidly and easily moved at vhe
wisn ot tne High Comuand.
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2ud - From April 15%h vo Z28bh.--The escablishing
aud supvort ol vhe Brivish forces vy & cavalry screen clear-~
ing up vhe sivu=uion and conuecuviug che rrony elemenis oz
intansry vhrown inco natvile. Stoppege of local avtacks ox
tihe ecemy Norih of Meteren and Bailleul, and reliei of
Brivisi ¢roopSe.

The coveriug posivion estavlished oa vhe nills,
commencing on April lotn, had peen by advance guards
occupying vune crossroads and the principal points o support
wivh Thelir net of reconunaissances and mouunted patrols, with
their service of lisisou by oiricers and couriers. The
main vody in rear availaple prepared ILor the occupasvion
oL vhe terrali, with a view Lo esvaolishing a parrage
posivion. I® this covering zZone hnad not nad Lo become
immediavely engaged it 2% leest Served Lo inTorm che
Commnend as vo vhe precarious siwvuation or the moment, To
conueets uvne poorly Joined Brivish and Frenchn univs, vo
suppori vy ivs presence and (he assurance ol & prompt
re-euniorcement, a Ifrount which was trembling under vhe Iirsst
neavy wolows wnlicn iv met.

Wivh vne precious guarantee tnab uvne imporvant
neignivs wrnich exuvended irom wne loni des Cats to The
Sceharpenverg would, in case ox sueed, pe at least closely
daisputed witvh vhe enemy, 1t brought to the Hign Commanud
the teeling oT Securivy wiicn iv needed in order o re-
assume the direcuvion of the paiitle, roorgauize ivs
reserves, briug up ac vhe desired time and proper manaer
new forces hasvening to the oatble, and thus proving onasc
viae cavalry nad lost uothiug or its imporiance as a ovoay
o1 manoeuvre, and uvhatv i1vs employment resulived in open
wariare in 1TS reassumiag all its velue.

drd - From April 2o Go sUth.-~The French
Troops meu and Stopped uvhe main Germdn blow or two
Strongly prepared atiacks, The dismounved cavalry Tought
aut worked ig invimave liaison wivh vhe iniantry; its ardor
Ior work, its apvitude in adapting itseli to all the
circumstances or uvhe iights, its endurance under Iire,
its oiteusive spirit which was Shown by the invensity
and prompiuess of its cownter-attacks, but vhe intelligeuce
and fruitiful iniviacive or 1¢S subalitern grades often
called upon vo vnemsSelves decide in vhe midst orxr the eveunts
0¥ ¢he paitiuvle, have given an example in similar circum-
gtances o0 the Inrantry wiltsS,.

4%h -~ FPinally Trom May 1su 6o 5the -- Censolitavion
and orgenizavion more and more comnleve of the Terrain, exten-
Siou OT e zroniy, couater-siiacks to revake uvne lost
Lerrein aat obiain Space To prepare Ior g resumption ox
orrensive operavions of greaver imporsauce, wnich would
coniirm vrne derinivte stop OI ithe enemy and cause him o
lose une momentary veuerits or his firsi sucesses,

The breach was closed, vhe large inzanury
wiits well posied on tne verr2in, iu possessiosn or all
tneir means, TGook over wue ovavilerield in vneir turng uvne
maren 0T the cavalry was ended on tnis pariticular part
or vue irout; 1t served vemporarily as a reserve, Then
was WwWishdrawn vo re-orgfnize aad o ve ready 2% the 1irsy
noyice vo assume & npew roll in another part of the cneadre
0L operaiions,



During uhese various operavions, three poinis
meric more sSpecial actention 3

1st - Wnilsv the cavalry operated as cavalry in
covering missions as well as in obtvaiaing contact, and while
iv was nos engaged in & battle iLoo svricvly divided up, wnere
it tnen acted as iarantry, the univs of eavairy, brigades,
regiments apnd squadrons, mainiaiuned vhe capacity ror
wenoeuvre wonich is essentvigl Lo thems It was losing time
o Lorm dismounted vatilious in order vo reform them and
disberse them almozt immedigtely.

The proceeding at Iirst counsisted in the occu-
vz iion oFf a Series of supporéing points, orven quive distanbe
from oues anotiner. The advance guards dismounved wneu uvhey
couid 0 lounger advance; in rezr oI them and re-eniorclry
tihem if nec=gsary by geweraliy prolonging vhe liue vo
vne rignu and LeIfv, came ovnser mounted commands of varianle
Streugtn, who operated in the Same manuer vo reach che
oojeciives assigned (o them, with the sole preoccupavion
of lisison ovotulaverally and in depth, an essential condition
in order wnat vhe Command might ve inrorufhud avle vo act
witnouy loSs oI tvime. Cervain unitvs were laiter regrouped,
oviiers were re-eunrorced or nad tneir lines prolonged, aud
vhe command of vhe dismounved univs. was organized on uhe
ground, nov inm & rigid uniiorm manner, outv in glariavle one
adapped Lo clircumstances, More than eanyone else, Whe
cavalry leader can nimSeli command and See, Lhanuks to the
disvance vo be covered, and the rapiaity sud even ‘the Secu-
rity walcn tne norse gives,

2nd -~ Tnis rapidicy and regularity ox liaisons
by mounted men, even in the zone ox the bavile ivselif, was
iuily orougnit out in she operacious &vouv lountv Keumel.
{inile. velepnones, the wirelesSs or ooservacion posuS were
desvroyed by bomvardmeuy, while dismounted ruuniers ia.led o
¢ouanect vhe uuivs or losSu counsideravle vime, mounted oIricexs
2u:d couriers, invended and maintained Ior vhe LliglisSon
service, were avle vo rapialy cross, almost witnous 10SS,
tiie parrage and gas clouds., BEspecially in vhe Zud Cavaliry
‘Corps, iuv was mounved couriers who without any relays
permauvently assured durigg vhe eantire vavile, tne communi-
caviun® vevween vue 1irsy lines, the crests ol ¢ne nilis and
viae PC o vre Tazanuvry Division. For wois it was only
necessary Lo make iao advance cervain recoudunaissances oI the
berraiu 0 devermine praceicaule rouves; tne invelligence
0T the Lroopers ant virelr euergy 0614 Lne Iest. AVOlding
areas j(emporarily snelled vy making sSlight detours, making
up zor vime loSu oy 1ncreasing wvhe galit, they always
Succeeded iu passiuy, iu spite oi uvhe disvaace to veé covered
WilChn was SomevimesS quitve cousideravle ( v vo © Kilomevers),
Qutside ox sae 2Zoile 0L normal oompardme:s, Lvne relay posSys
eSveulisued oy uviie Gavalry Corps at ineservals nov exceediug
vuree or rour kilomevers, E&¥= continued voe line ox
coummunlicavions vowards che rear as rar as uue PC'S oI
one Divisions and Cavalry Corpse. Few intauvry unleS during
tne campaign vhougnv o0 uvilize la Lu.s manger wneir
ilnranvry scouss and chnelr division squadrons, wWa.Cn were
Ofven &0S0ruved 1n minorY missionsS,
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ord ~- Winen wvhe 2nd Cavalry Corps arrived
everyutning nad o ve organized : the liaisous, supplies,
gvacuavious, clrculsvion, and uvie dizvviculiies were
inereased vy e Tacu vndL oar oroopsS were itigaving
among Brivisa vroops im a Briuvisn zoue,.

Nevervneless uhe 2nd Cavalry Corps was aple
L0 meev vue Sivuavion reduired of iv vy dismounced
combavy iu & short sSpace oI vime it uvilized and
eugaged iu vne vavtle ivs vihree regular Bavalry Divisious
ana eignu Freucn Inrantry Divisions. Iv succeeded asv
all vimes in Suppl}nghese &nd in prowiding abundant
manivion dumps Tor them,

On vhe arrival oI une 2nd Cavalry Corps in
vite Cagsel area, the supply oT arvilliery emmunition
Tound consisted only of six lotvs of 75 mm at Dannes-Camiers
and oi Ro loss av Audruicqg, which were reserved 1or the
Fortuguese Army. Or intantry ammunition and rireworks,
there was 2 small quantity st Pont d'Oye., Along the Iront
there was no dump oI any kind,

During vhe batitle vhe daily demands practically
increased irom Six %o twelve Llots of 76 mm wivn an
entire supply Tor neavy artillery aemmunition which amounied
by llay levti, o 1900 tons or shells, The supply provided
in advance dumps, organized by the 2nd Cavalry Corps, au
Boesenepe, Steenworde, Hoograii, Wippenhoeck, Saint-Jans-ter-
Biesea and in tne vavveries, vary irom tihree to Four and
oune-palfdays iire ior 24 Bavbtalions of 75 mm guns or 1»5 mm
Howitzers and six Bavtalions or heavy artillery, snd the
daily supply oi shells Tor tvhese amounted to 1200 tons,

_ For the inraniry vwo milliion rounds ox cartridizes
and’ a corresponding amount ol grenades, TLireworks, etc.,
placed at Abeele and slony the Watou--:ibeele road, allowed
all tne inraentry munivion devails to completely resupply
cpnemsSelves and in addivion o organize a reserve amounving
G0 one-naly of wvhe normal sSupply.

The supply or vhe dismounted Bavalry Bavbalioas
wanicu were din line 85 kilometTers Trom the area where the
borses were, the successive arrival of theddtn, $Ytn, and
loavn Inmtentry Divisions, and heavy artillery, required
cougideranle Truck movements, as much by reasSon or the
absence oL ratisus at vhe poiuv 01 detraining, which
occurred witn certain units, &s by the ratigue of the horse
trains and the disvance of the supply depots which at vne
peginuing were more than »0 kilomevers away. In spitve
0L wuvlle neavy uvrarric over one roads and the delays due to
tne dirriculvies of using vhese one-track railroads irom
Dunkirk to Bergues, all uvne troops were abundantly supplied
in vime.

Two collecting staiions at Arnecke and Haeripgen,
were organized and operated by vhe liedical Service oI uvhe
2nd Cavalry Corps; the orders and policing ifor ecirculaticn
purpoSes were made in agreement wivh cthe British authoriscies,

‘ I we consider besides the consideraple work
veriormed by the General Stvary oifices and vne heavy work
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required Tor gounducting operaivions, organizing informatioin
service, employing the aritillery, organizing uhe battle-
rields, we can readily see unat inm Such circumsgances it

was necessary ©o have Something else than improvised staiis,
It is not surificient to pus cavalry and iniantry units
alongside of one another vo add at vhe moment oI need,
arstillery, air squadrouns, and &ll vhe materiel oIl modern
wariare, it is necessary that the Commander should have a
seaii organized in advance, and the Chieis ox Service indis-
pensanle Tor vhe proper runciioniang or the entire command.

The organization of vhe Cavalry Corps and their
staff, which was more than rudimeuntary &t che beginning oI
the campaign, and which was changed, completed and progressively
improved during the war uuder the pressure oL evenis,
nas been,Since Ghe cessavion or nhostilities,tne subjeet ox
lively coniroversy, The study of the operavions waich
oceurred on Ghe French frout vetween March and November 1918
indicacse what services were given and might agsin pe giveu
in she fusure by large cavalry organizations, under the
most variavle circumstances ol war,.

Ma jor J. Brun, Colonel R. Boullaire,






