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KEIMIEL HILL.

GE4NERAL SITUATION.-- Since March 21st, Germany with
all its available forces, had continued the "Great Spring Battlh"
the supreme offensive which was to break the resistance of the
Allies, and to deliver against France a decisive olow before the
American Forces could enter the line and put an end to the war.

Fifty divisions brought from Russia came to re-
enforce tne lo6 divisions of the West front, making a formidable
mass of manoeuver in the hands of Ludendorff.

On the Oise and thne Avre, the first efforts of the
enemy to break the Franco-British front at the boundary line
between 6he two armies failed. In front of miens, the front
was stabilized and became firm in the vicinity of Hangard and
the monster guns; there remained Calais, the Englian case,

ardently and constantl~~ desired since the beginning.of the campaign.

It was then in Flanders, from South of Ypres to
the canal o The Bassee, on a iront of 30 kilometers, where the
second eftort at penetration was to come. If the French reserves

nxx had been able in March to fully stop the initial breach
ana re-estaolish tne battle, Ludendorff hoped tnat in April, when
we had scarcely recovered from tnis rude olow, That the reserves
would not arrive in time, nor in sutficient numbers, zo parry the
new blow which was coming on The extreme left o the British tront,
uo be delivered by the VItl German Army of Von Quast, strongly re-
enforced and increased from three to nine divisions.

On .April 9th, between Givencny and Bois-Grenier,
on a 1 kilometer front, the Anglo-Portuguese positions were broken
to a depth of more chan eignt kilometres.

On one luon, he attack extended tor lD kilometers
0urther Nortn across the Lys and made progress everywhere.

On the 11th, 12th, 13th and 14th, the pocket aew
and enlarged wijn frightful rapidity; Bethune, Hazerouckf Ypres,
W.e~m nreatened, and the German attack developing constantly in
Tan form orougnt forth the supreme efforts oi resistance of our
Allies. It was time for the French High Command to intervene;
on he 16oth, the 2nd Cavalry Corps appeared on the field of batle.

MAY 15'31



2 nT

SITUATION OF THE 2nd CAVaLRY CORPS AT THE
CO OT:NCEPNT OF 1 PRIL.--On April ts8h, Gener-l Robillot wit hnis
stazt arrived at Digeon, near Aumnale, and reassumed he command
of his divisions, from wnich he had been separated for more than
thireeks oy urgent detached service.

iflQuncGionjn: as* a Corps Sta i and coordinating
lor uhe oatvle, The Infantry Divisions wnich were successively
placed at nis aisposition, he had, oetween March 22d and April
1st, contained parallel witn the th Corps(General Pelle) the
main oody ot tne German advance, between Noyon and Montdidier.
Then, as soon as relieved, alter ne 4th, he had again entered
into line in order to defend the gap of Ghe Avre between
Hangard and Rouvre, to strengthen the France-British forces.
Freed on April 8th, the Commanding General oI the 2nd Cavalry
Corps learned at Digeon, t-na he was attacned to the Xth Army,
returning from Italy, and that his army was concentrating in
ine area oi Picquigny Poix -- Foucarmoit -- Blangy, and

-i;na it was preparing to cross he Somme towards the Northeast,
but nat nothing nad yet become known as to its destinationo
Was it to talce uhe oxiensive or simply to parry tnrusts ? The
field was open to all suppositions. Whatever i t migh oe, it
was Go oe ,oreseen tnat i;e deep deployment of the 2nd Cavalry
Corps would nave to oe modi ied during the march, and at nhe
oeginning,and the Gavalry Divisions were consequently advised
as to U nis.

Tne 2nd Cavalry Corps troops recently organized
on the same oasis ot an Army Corps and still incomleG e,
consisted of

Guns.
1'ih Battaliot Auio l2an-de )
llbth Co. Sanitary Corps, (
Artillery Park, ) Assembled au DigeonAr"L~ili~ryw Park,EQ
Supply Trains with HQ.

1st Group oi Trucos ( Engineers
The 16th Company,11.tn iBatalion/left at Crevecoeur
wiUn ine ls Army.
b6th Company, 21th Battalion Enineers.
Detachment Corps Litver-Brearers,
Balloon 77,
lst Group of Tructs,
The Aeronautic Sector (squadrons 24 ko 2?9) at
resc at Etrepagny.,

As to the Cavalry Divisions stationed. in he
area Foucarmont -- Vieux-Rouen--Aumale--Pormerie--Serqueux--
Menorval, they were in superb condition, the strength was
comrplete, one moral excellent. These were :

The 2nd Cavalry Division (General Lasson, EQ. at
Auviiiiers) returned eignt days before from an interior mission
i the vicinity of Lyon and Saint-Etienne; its artiller,
its Howitzers, iks cyclist .detacnment, left for some days on
mhe Avre win he ldth Corps, joined them for t is movement.

The 3d Cavalf ivision (General de Boissieur,
HQ. at Gaillefontaine) recently a'tached to the 2nd Cavalry
Corps, replaced the 4th Cavalry Division , wnIcn nad been
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seriously tried in front of' oreuil, and whose dismounted
deoachmenTs had been engaged under the lot Army. All tnese
uiiu-s were unlited and in good condition.

The 6th Cavalry Division, (General Mesple, HQ. at
Ricnemont) had its art-illery, but its Howitzers and its cyclist
detachment had been left i at Sains-orainvillers and did not
rejoin until during the movement.

THE PI 2T MOVEN OF COBCEINTRATION. -MARCH
TOWARDS THE NORTHEAST.--During the nign2 ot April 9th-lOQh, uhe
2na Cavalry Corps received telephonic information of the
first movements of concentration of the XtLh Army to wich it
belonged. This was &o gain within two days, April 10th and
llth, he area of Bresle, one division complete on the right
yank, the two others and the Corps troops closing up as much as
possible along Ghe leIft an of the stream, all in accordance
as mhe new oilieting zones were evacuated by British troops
wno were still stationed on the right bank of the Bresle,and
by elementis of the Xth Army in process of re-arrangement. The
conditions ofi ime imposed and the requirements of oilieting
resu±ted in it being impossible to execute the movements, both
on he lOth and the 11th,except in The afternoon successively
by a part of the units.

The 2nd Cavalry Division on the 10th reached
ne area Sou.;n of Blangy(H t), then on the llth commencing at

12.00 Noon, tne area oi Vaux--Vergies--Inval--Waiteolery,
in which were still some British troops, wnich caused some
dificulties, wnica were quickly settled. It established its
Headquarters at- Oisemont, posting its units with a view to
continuing he movement uowards he Somme, in the direction
of Iongpre-Les-Corps-Saints, a movement during mhe course of
wnich the btlh Cavalry Division whicn ollowed, was to proceed
to L;e left and in line with it, in ihe direction of Pont-
Remy.

The 6th Cavalry Division evacuating part otf the
zone near Aumale on April 10th, slipped in rear of tne
2nd Cavalry Division, betweein toucarmont, Ellecourt, Haudricourt,
Landes, witn Headquar ers at Richemont, and on April 11th,
comnmenciiLg at Noon closed on Bresle, with its tail at
Saint-Mart in-aux-Bois, Realcamps, Fallencourt, and wiu
Headquarters at Blangy.

The 3rd Cavalry Division proceeding on April
1nth toward Vatierville, la Caule-Sainte-Brauve, Ronchoise
Beaussault (witn Headquarters at Saint-Germain-Sur-Eanulne ,
arrived on the lltn, commencing at 3.00 PM, uo occupy ne
zone held on mhe o10th y the 6~th cavalry Division.

The Headquarters of The 2nd Cavalry Corps were
staoioned at Foucarmont. The Corps troops were eceloned on
tne Ilth fromFoucarmont to Fesus-. e personnel of
the Detachment Corps or litter-ed4i~~sll then left at Remigny
at the disposiuion of The 31st Army Corps, were brougnt in
trucks to this zone.
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Nothing had yet become known of the grave events
which had occurred to the North. It was only during the night
of the llth-12th that, partly by telephone, partlg through
newspapers, we learned without other precise information oi the
penetration of The British front in Flanders. We then expected
to see the 2nd Cavalry Corps push its march, and in fact, during
the same night General Robillot was called by General Foch at
midnight to Sarcus, receiving at the same time this message :

"The 2nd Cavalry Corps leaving the Xth Army should
in two days (the 12th and 13th) gain the vicinity of Saint-Omer
in order to take part in the battle along the Lys; in any case
:hey must have crossed the Somme on the 12th, between Hangest and
Pont-Remy, and have reached with the heads of its columns at
least as tar as -the Doullens stream,"

FIRST PERIOD : APRIL 12th to 165th.

A FORCED M~REH FROM BRESLE TO THE MOUNTAINS
OF FLANDERS.

APRIL 12th.--General Robillot returning trom Sarcus
arrived at Foucarmont about 9.30 AM, and issued his orders. 'Time
was important, and it was necessary to start everybody on the way.
Telephone calls to the Cavalry Divisions already oriented as
to the probable direction ot their march; departure at noon, each
Cavalry Division evacuated its billets as soon as possible in
order to facilitate the movement of zroops following. At 10.15 AM
the following order was issued :

Gain in two marches direct, o ..... he 12th and
and 13th, the vicinity of Saint-0Omer, with the
heads of the columns on the 12th, (2nd and 6th
Cavalry Divisions alongside) along The Doullens
stream, the tail division (3rd Cavalry Division)
on the right bank of the Somme.

2nd Cavalry Division via Airaines, Longpre-les-
Corps-Saints, Domart-en-Ponthieur, Bernaville,
and Hallencourt, Fontaine-sur-Somme, Ailly-le-
Haut-Clocher, Longvillers, Wavans.

6Th Cavalry Division to the left (West) of
the 2nd Cavalry Division, via Oisemont, Pont-
Remy, Cramont, Auxy-le-haeau and the Transloy,
Huppy-Epagne, Saint-Riquier, Gueschard.

3rd Cavalry Division following, crossing the
Bresle between Blangy and Senarpont, the Somme
between Pon-Renmy and Longpre-les-Corps-Saints.

While the troops marched, the Starf sought to assure
the arrival of rations and shelter, and this was not a small
affair. Liaison officers left for Montreuil, Doullens, Hesdin,
to arrange directly for billets, circulation, supply stations, with
the British n Authorities, who had not yet evacuated the zone of
march, and of stations of the 2nd Cavalry Corps and which required
us, on the 13th, to deviate towards the West, commencing with the
line Saint-Pol-Hesdin, Irom a part of the itinerary originally
fixed. Other liaison officers arranged on the ground for
the transportation by truck of detached elements which were to join,
as well as for various materiel which the troops did not carry
with them (forrage, rations, cartridges, objects taken off packs
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to lighten the horses, and which were to be returned when they
were to become engaged). Another officer went to Senarpont
to coordinate the movements of the Field Trains
which were to draw supplies, and which were to be sent from
there by their respective Cavalry Divisions to their new destina-
tion. 1100 furlough men were still in rear; by arrangment with
the regulatingstations they were stopped at Nogent-sur-Seine,
organized and re-entrained directly for Saint-Omer, where,
nowever, they would not arrive until the 16th. Everything was
arranged, and at 5.15 PM the Cavalry Divisions could be informed
of their billets, wniah the last elements would not reach until
near midnight:

2nd and 6th Cavalry Divisions alongside in the
area Estrees-les-Crecy--Fontaine-l'Etalong--Bofiles--Hem--Saint-
Acneul--Boufflers, separated by the road tb Abbeville--Auxy-le-
Chateau--Buires-aux-Bois; Headquarters of the 2nd Cavalry Division
at Fronen-le-Grand; Headquarters o the 6th Cavalry Division at
Auy-le-Chat eau.

3rd Cavalry Division behind, on the right bank
of the Soimme, in Ghe area Epagne--Vauchelles-le-Quesnoy--Gorenilos--
1'Etoile, Headquarters at Ailly-le-Haut-Clocher.

The PC of the 2nd Cavalry Corps swanx installed
itself at Auxy-le-Chateau, about 9.00 PM, but only functioned
there for some hours during the night, for the time necessary
to issue the orders tor he 13th. General Robillot had cut
across several columns during his march, amongst others, those
ot the cuirassier brigade of the 3rd Cavalry Division, all in
perfect order, and of which the fine appearance excited the admira-
tion oi the British Cavalry Corps, whose billeting zone they crossed

April lb.--Arriving during tne night t-e Cavalry
Divisio lef"t before day to reach the area of Saint-Omer "
which muso be reached regarilessro S cost". The 2nd Cavalry
Division via Fillievres, Blangy-sur-Ternoise, Verchin and roads
to -fhe Easy ne 6th Cavalry Division, on the same line,
along he axis Lesain - Pruges, 3he brd Cavalry Division
ollosin- 2n uhe race or Gne t-h Cavalry Division; he

artillery, tne Auo-mach±ne guns, and ;ne cyclis-s were located
in the column, as it we were to mee- the enemy aU -he end
oz tie &arch; he Field Trains were not to cross without
new orders, the line Fruges--Anvin--Sain-Pol (2nd and o h
Cavalry Division) and the road Hesdin--Frevent (3rd Cavalry
Division).

Long nalt at Noon, in march formation in trhe
vicinity of Vercnin (2na Cavalry Division), Fruges (otn
Cavalry Divisio:n), Ruisseauville (3rd Cavalry Division) to
allow The troops to resi after having covered lI0 to 1l0
kilometers since Noon, April 1l8n, and to await assignment
of the zone which they were to reach at the end of the day,
on whch the 2na Cavalry Corps was not yet certain, and which
iustructions received seemed co indicate to be East o Saint-
Omer.

"The Cavalry" said General Roailot in his
order for one 3btn, "will nave uo snow tnao it nas in no way
lost its qualities and usefulness. As at the end of 1914,
it will serve as a point ox moral supportbefore all resistance.
In order to reach the battlefield, it has long marches to
make; it is not suzficient to arrive in time, it is necessary
to arrive with the horses in good condition. This is a question
oz conjduct and o march discipline. The Commanding General,
2nd Cavalry Corps, counts on the support o the cavalry in
every tning cha"t is grand and beauuitl, to meet all situationis
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and to serve as an example to all".

And in fact, these forced marches which
were -o continue until April 13th over nearly 80 additional
Kilometers, and to wnich there was to succeed without rest,
a long period o nardship and .eavy gighting, were to be
carried o~, we' may say, witnout any losses. Units o'
all arms were to present iiemselves in battle in supero form
and animated by a figting slprit were to be the admiration
of all, once more jus ifying the confidence ot the Eigh
Command and he high professional and moral value 0o all
the organizations.

Contrary to all expectation, on information
from ,he British army, the 2nd Cavalry Corps did not pass
on April lthn, the area Thienbroucke--Audinethun--Fruges--
Hesly (2nd Cavalry Division bast oi the line Fauquemoergues--
Crepy, witn Headquarters at Radingnem, 6tn Caval~Division
West of this line, with Eeadquarters at Fauquemuergues).
The 3rt Cavalry Division was echeloned in rear oetween
Ruisseauville (Headquarters) and Hesdin, closed towards the
nead.

The PC of the 2nd Cavalry Corps was established
at Pauquembergues at 11.00 AM, but remained ohere only a few
hours, and on t~e evening oz Ghe 13th, was established at
Wizernes to be nearer the source of information, and to
attempt to orient itself on the situation which appeared
quite serious. In fact we met at Fanquembergues during
one morning, groups o Rsagr7Rl: rs stampeded Por-
tuguese soldiers.

The inhabitants were learful and some thought
to go away. Already along the roads we met groups of
emigrants, of whom several stopped on seeing the blue uni-
forms. Our presence orougnt calm and confidence; "They
are the French, we can remain, they will not pass "

Toucning manifestati ns which increased during the following
days only increased 6he moraleo % the troops and paid in

advance for all their sacrifices.

Liaison was established during the day at
Blandecques, with the staff of General Plummer, commanding
the IInd British Army, who seemdquite satisfied to see us

arrive to his rescue. Later we established communication
with Cassel, the centre of information o this British
Army.

The situation was not brilliant. The British
front was broken at the point of junction oi the Ist and
IInd British Armies; these had made a considerable move-
ment toward the rear and on diverging lines which threatened
to create an empty space between them in the area South
of Cassel. On the front of the IInd Army the line extended
practically through Neuve-Eglise, South of Bailleul, Vieux-
Berquin, and the enemy was continuing his attack seeking to
enlarge the pocket.

This impression was confirmed by instructions
received trom General Foch, and dated April 12th :

"In case the German otfensive should continue
in the direction ox Hazebrouck, and beyond, the Allied
forces will operate wit a view to limiting and tnen definitely
stopping the hostile advance.

"To the South by progressively occupying the
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general line Bethune--Saint-Omer, facing the Northeast.

"On the North by progressively occupying the
general line Mont Kemmel--Cassel, facing to the South.

"Between these two lines held at all cost and
which will block the enemytUo slow up, and then aisop'- the
enemy in his iront by occupying facing to the East,
lines of support...

"These lines will be in succession :

a) "The line Bailleul -- Nieppe forest;

b) "The line Berthen--Caestres-- azebrouck--Aire;

c) "The line Cassel--Eblingnem;

d) "The line Cassel--Clairmarais forest. u

In order to coordinate Zka efforts , the 2nd
Cavalry Corps, as well as all French troops, operating in
tze British zone, were placed under the orders of General
Plummer, General Robillot retaining the command of all
~ne French troops, wnich consisted of :

The 2nd Cavalry Corps which received orders to
continue its movement on the 14th, towards Saint-Omer and,
on nhe lot, towards Steenworde;

The 133rd Infantry Division concentrating in the
area Steenworde--Cassel;

The 28th Iniantry Division on the way and debarking
in the Watou area;

To these should be added the 59th Artillery (Howit-
zers on trucks) who, arriving on the 14th at Saint-0mer, after
a tiresome journey, was ordered the same day towards
Steenworde, where it would be supplied with rations and muni-
tions by The 2nd Cavalry Corps, and placed a _he disposition
of che 133rd Infantry Division.'

Tne 133rd Division (General Valentin) up to April 15*
had fought in front o' Moreuil, and had there surfered heavy
losses; instead of being sent back to rest, it nad been sent
marching between April 7th and 10tOh, from tne Ist to the Vth
Army. Entrained on The llth, at iarseille-le-Petit and
Saint-0mer-en-Chassee, i-t detrained on the 12th and 13th at
Dunkerque, Bergues and Esquelbeck, where the 2nd Cavalry Corps
directed it on the 14th into the battle in the Steenworde--
Cassel area.

The 25th Infantry Division (General Madelin) was
on the contrary entirely fresh, it nad just reorganized and
had the benefit of a long rest. Brought by railroad from tne
Xth Armyarea, it had not commenced to detrain at Bergues until
the morning of the 14th, when it was to concentrate in the Watou
area.

*The date of April 16th appears to be a typographical error,
probably April bth was meant. C.H.L.
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April 14th and 15th.--A short march on the 14th,
on a gray and cold day,in order to reach the area West ow
Saino-0mer( Quercamps--Moringhem--Wizernes--Nieles-les-
Blequin); Headquarters, ot t-ne 2nd Cavalry Corps a- Wizernes,
of one 2nd Cavalry Division a- Wisques, ot tae 6th'Cavalry
Division ac Boisdinghem, oti he 3rd Cavalry Division at
iielles-les-Blequin. All ' e elements ot the Cavalry Divisions
Iorth ot -he line Therouanne-Ledinghem. oy U10.00 AM.

The march was resumed during ne ni ht i t he
same day, the 14tn, facilitated oy reconnaissainces made during

one day anid oy a syscem o0 guides whicn had been very well
or ga;izeo r y .v;he Briuisn iAutoriies across Saint-Omer, as
well ai uy a compliceatearrangement o t-he columns(l), so
as to reach before 8.00 AM on hGe loth, The area of St enworde,
in order -Go oe able to enter into acbtion ix necessary on the
same day. The 2nd Cavalry Division via Arques-Bavinchove--
Bas-Cassel--Steenworde. The 6th Cavalry Division via Saino-
Omer, Clairmarais, Noordpeene, Waemaerscappell, North of
Rardiort. The 3rd Cavalry Division via Wau ten, Bollezeele,
Zeggerscappel, Esquelbecq, Wormhoudt.

On -the other hand, uflh 13rd Inzan'try Division,
in accordance wizn orders issued 'uo it )y General Robilloc,
on one preceding evening, advanced from uhe zohe of debarka-
cion owards Steenworde, and arranged to meet any requirement;
its group of chasseur attalious in tihe vicinity of Caestre,
its -two other regiments echeloned in depth Soutf and VWest
ox S-eenworde, in liaison with 'te Losh Bri-isn Corps (PC
at Saint-Sylvesure) ready to intervene in The general direction
of Meterem or ox Moerris, Headquarters oi the Division at
Tnerdegem.

The t--o bat:.lions with auto macnine guns o trhe
2na ana otn Cavalry Divisios:vere placed, from the 14th,
a hii3 disposition to support his orces, and cover their
lanks.

While he oxticers oi the General Staft of t he
Cavalry Corps carried out xz liaisons and reconnaissances,
outained information, orien ed new arrivals, supplied raoions
an d munitions, General Robillou issued nis orders witn a
view to ini-ially estaoblisning organlzauions a nis disposal
in suppor6 on e Brioisnh orces who were under strong
pressure on -oe iron from Neuve-Eglise to Bailleul, and
to ao first arran, e with them tor a possible covering line.

GE'RAL DliSCUSSIO.

It was evident thau the neights in T.he middle
of one plain, excending from Mouno Kemmel to Mont des Cats,
and extending towards Saino-Omer tnrougnh The isolated hill
of Mon OaCssel, would be the main oojeco ive or the hostile
efforts, advancing towards Calais, and seeking, oesides,
to cause the saliant o: Ypres to .0all. Importaut concenmra-
tions ox troops (3 new German Divisions) had, in fact,
neen reported oy one British Information Service, as South
ox vne railroad irom Bailleul to EKazebrouck '(2 divisions)
and as Souon o r Wy-scnaete(1 division) and leaving it to
oe interred tna in a short dime, concentric operations
would be xunderuaken wiuh a view to obtaining a foothold on
the Mouni;s rom he East while 'turning Them from the West.

(1) oU meters inoerval oobeween each squadron and netween each
group of lo or 20 vehicles, reducing Oo a minimam, risxs
o± collision.
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Once master ox nese hills which dominate Ghne
eniire country, The enemy would see opening in ronl ox him
Ghe way 1o Dunkirk and Calais, and its advance would singular-
ly compromise hae Britisa aind Belgian organizaions engaged
around Ypres .and to - e Norn, wnhilsv our troops would oe
unable tof ind in The plain a well defined line of resistance
WfiCn &ney could occupy.

It was, Therefore, along he Mounts na-t it was
inecessary,a, all costs, in case ox The oreaking of the
British fronry,to stop the assailant and imnedia-tely support
ie resistance oy oringing up all available arbillery.

That part of the front which extends irom Bailleul
to Neui-Berquin appeaxzcd according to intormation received,
t;o oe he most immediately threatened. The 13:rd Infantry
Division would oe sent there, oeing the wirsv onie ready and
•ne nearest.

The 28th Infantry Division, as soon as it arrived
in 6ne vicinity of Vatou., would be oriented towards Une North
of une hills, Lo support uhe defense, assis tone British
to hold, regardless of cost, the saliant of Ypres, which it
was essential co retain, not only on account ox the eflecu
whinc it exercised on Ghe acilibies ox manoeuvre or one
enemy, but; also o keep safe une corner of Belgium, of which
the loss would nave exercised on uhe morale and oearing of

ie Belgian Army , a serious e iect.

Betveen hese two divisions, each opera-ving in
a narro defined zone, and disposed iii consideraule depth,
with neir heads a16 a disanice o0 aout- two or Ghree
kilomeuers iromrr 6ne ac-tual Brivishn front, so as consequeniy
io afford Unem an immediaue support, were to ue placed Gne
cavalry divisions, charged wit supporting Gne center of
dexense o"f ne Mounts, and &nere establishing an u.oreakaole
line, pusning 6neir ouposts as lar as ine acrual front' of
tne oatle.

FIRS'T DEPLOYLiEtTSF P1 THE ARTILLERY.

Aft-er its detraining, Uhe 13rd Ariliery Divisioni
was directed bowards Une Mont des Cats to tnere tase position;
it- was reen~orcedy o the G9th Arilery(Rowitzers on trucs)
whion quickly arrived. The Artillery of Lne Cavairy Divisions
in order bo gain time, made bneir reconnaissances in
automooiles, loaned y &he Cavalry Corps staff; uwo
oauueries were immedi~aely calzed upon to en er inbo posi-
tion 2ur action.

The Artillery or one 2nd Cavalry Division was
pos'ted wo Kilometers Southwesb o± Bernem(prooaole action
Beuween Eeteren ara Baiieu incilusive);

The Aruilery of une 6h Cavairy Division was
posed one Kilometer' Jes o one summitit or Mou Noir(prooaole
acvion oeuween Bailieul aind Dranoure);

Tne Aruil±ery oi ne 3rd Cavalry Division woua.c
temporarily remai in reserve and vwou,Lci study tne possioie
Suture positions.
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All he baueries, in addition to heir missions
for oarr a ges and or supporting Lne inianury, had orders
Uo carry out, imsiediaely aad daily, cosideraule harassing
fire agais6ti 'he enem's reserves, in which tires nhe
British artiierywereulimauely participate, as Lney were
oeter swplied wi,~t neavy ar'ii±ery.

The Division Artillery, with the assistance
of tne 2nd Cavalry Corps Artillery Information Service,
organized a system of terrestrial observaGion, which
completed a series of observation and information posts
estaolished y the 133rd Infantry Divisiox3t 1onts des Cats;
and by the 2uth Iniantry Division at Mznt Vidaigne, and Kemmel;
and boy the 3rd Cavalry Division at Cassel.

DEPLOYZTUT OF LARGE UNITS.

After "the 14th, in accordance with orders issued
on the evening ot he 13th, zhe 133rd Intantry Division,
echeloned between Caestre, Steenworde and Terdeghem, pushed
its units forward, on 'he 15th; the Chasseur. Battalion
in part tards Fletre, and in part towards the road from
Caesre to Bailleul, facing towards Meteren; the 321st
Infantry between Eecke and Steenworde; the 401st Intantry
in The vicinity of Terdeghem. The 17th Battalion auto machine
guns of the 2nd Cavalry Corps was placed at its disposition
to replace the two Battalions or auto machine guns or the
2nd ana b6t Cavalry Divisions, which had been loaned on the
lbtn to ne b3rd Infantry Division(British).

The 28th Infantry Division detrained on une
14th at Bergues, and on the 15th proceeded by regiments
to the area of Watou and to the South; the 22nd Infantry
went to the North of Abeele; the 99th Infantry to the South
o± Watou, facing towards Reningelst and Westoutre. The PC
of the Infantry Division at Abeele.

The three cavalry divisions concentrated on the
15th by 8 AM, Southeast of Steenworde; the 2nd Cavalry
Division oetween Eecte andGodwaerswelde; the oth Cavalry
Division between Godwaerswelde and Abeele, with its advance
posts as far out as the general line les Quatre-Fils-Aymon--
Saint-Jans-Capelle--1-ot Noir and connecting between them
on the line Mont des Cats--Berthem--Saint-Jans-Capelle(PC of
the 2nd and oth Divisions at Steenworde). The 3rd Cavalry
Division temporarily remained available North oi Cassel, in
the area o, Waemerscappell--0udezeele, ready to proceed either
towards The East or towards uhe SoutheasL as necessary (PC a;t
Waemerscappell).

The PC of the 2nd Cavalry Corps remained temporarily
at Zuytpeene, but after the morning of The 15th, The future
PC was reconnoitered, and later set up in a Yarm North of
Steenworde, for any possible occurrence.

The telepnone lines were actively laid auring
the day and night to the Division PC's. The 2nd Cavalry
Corps Headquarters squadron arrived at Zuytpeene, at '.00 PM
and immediately organized a liaison service oy courier posts
with Watou(28th Infantry Division), Waemerscappell (3rd
Infantry Division), Terdeghem (133rd Infantry Division),
Steenworde (2nd and 6th Cavalry Division), Godweswaelde
(9th British Corps) with relay post az Cassel. This system
modified, according to circumstances and made permanent,
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aliowed aL bhe hottest point or the battle, certain service
at alL -imes of indispensable liaison between large units.

With his deploymen& on Ghe l"th occurred tune first
contact with the enemy, and -Ghe French forces fouind shemselves
engaged on &he loth by reason of the new British oreac, and
coLulber amtacks in which they were to participate.

Two hundred kilometers covered in sixty hours of
:forced marches nad led the 2nd Cavalry Corps fnrnthe Normandy
plains to the wrontier of Belgium, on the Flanaers Hills,
which was the stake ox the great oattle whicn nad now lasted
for eignt days, a bthe very moment when our Allies, very
seriously ytried ,and more and more strongly pressed oy rorces
wnach were constantly being renewed, ran the risk of seeing
6hemselves torn loose Puy a Iinal assault from the principal
point o support of their resistance.

On nis date oi April 15th, tnhe British Tront in
xront ot us was held ouy ine 9tn Brizish Corps(PC at Godwerswaelde)
and oy the 15tn British Corps (PC at Steenworde), in liaison
amongs, Gnemselves in tne Bailleul area. Tne front lines
were auundantly bomoarded during the entire day, principally
auoo, Spanoroeckmolen (near Wystchaete) and in uhe areafrom
Bailleal uo Crucifix--Corner and Mont de Lille. At o.00 PM,
'ne German a-t-ack started aiind captured Crucifix-Corner,Ravelsberg,
antd Baii±eul. Three new German Divisionis, amonug wilc II cne
famous Alpine Corps, entered this action.

We can judge of the morale or the British High
Comianad au one result o t'his check, t'hrougn The order of The
Wtn British Corps, issued at midnight ot the 16th, arind which
announced t e general wi6thdrawal of the 19th, 4th, and 5th
Britisn Divisions, uowards tue area o i;the hills, under the
protection o1 a covering deetacnment consisting oz tne 64-th
Division, which was already in line and in support.

On i-s side, one IInd Britisn Army issued orders
to ourn -the aviation hangars, and promised is exhaused
aroops a prompt relief b the French and Belgians; an agreeau±e
ouilooK wnichn esides was not without exercising imm ediately
a healthy influence. Az& 1.00 AI -Tey requested oy uelephone
the 2nd Cavalry Corps "To advance on Boescnepe, in view or ne
situation, a part o hne Cavary Divisions, during e morning
or bne loTh" .  We replied that oy 7.00 AM hnere would be
au -mac point one brigade irom eacn or oar 2nd and oth Cavalry
Divisions, and flu 't;he main uody oI Lhe Cavalry Division
woula ino delay to follow them.

SECOND YPIOD : I2RIL lota to 24tn.

Obtaining contact. -- Relief of Britisn ltroops.
Parcial attacks.

April lotn.--On he morn±ng of April l6th, the
situatiou of he Frencn troops was as oliows

On the right, The 16brd Inrantry Division, witn i6s
tiiree regime'rus in ecnelon, was preparing, in accor.a.ce wisn
orders issued uY the ComrnanainJg General o une IInd Britisn
Army uo relieve da.C±rl U ne nign or .ue lo-n-lYtn, the brd
Briutisn Division , oetween, one mill North of Meteren and
Watron, taKing over &nii part ox tne tront, in liaison, on
-Gne rflgn, wi-cn ne 1st iuscralian Division.
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On the eit, the 2btnP Infantry Division pushed
forward during ahel night, arrived in saupport ofi e 1nh
British Corps, with two of it s reginens ii line ao ocne heaa;
one 9tnh Iniantry Southn o Wes'outre, ana. he buth infan r v
Sou6n of Reeningelst; two bat aliois of une * tjth aruil±ery
covering &ne defile oI Westoutre.

Towards G6dwerswaelde ana Boescuepe, nie 2nd and
otn Cavalary Divisions were dismouitea Soutnwest or Steenworde,
wi-t mounued securi-uy detachments in ronti as tar as tine
first comoau lines. The 3rd Cavalry Division remained in
reserve ueuwee. Oudezeele and Sceenworde.

"The mission or the 2nd an 6th Cavalry Divisions
ana tne 2on Infantry Division, " accoraing to aue order of
.uO AM, April loh, "was to preveni ; he eneiimy, at alL cosus,

from obtai ing a -ootnold on ine neigits exuenading rom
Mouno emmnel to Af-Mon des Oats iiclusive, suppor-±in~, h1 e Bribisn
troops wnich are Southwest of ' ese hills, aua replacing
Uhem in case oi necessity.

" The 28th InfaDnry Division be'tween @ne Poperinghe--
Kemmel road, andO_ uhe line Westoutre--Dranoutre, incluaai- iMont-
Rouge.

' Whe uth Cavalry Division between tnis line ann
trie line Godwerswaelde--i.etereA, including ne Mot des Cabs.

" I each aivision, the troops will be so echeloned
tnat the division reserves may intervene at tne South or
Southwes' of one hills, either to re-enforce the lin e of resis-
tance or to counter attack.

" Tne line at present held by the Britisn Infantry
will oe considered as the line which must not be given up.

" Division Commanders will have command of all
oroops engaged in uheir sectors " .

The main bodies of the 2nd and o'th Cavalry Divisions
closed as much as possible in rear of their security elements,
dismounted, f'ormed oot battalions and proceeded towards the
positions, one defense of whirc they were charged with.

The 2nd Cavalry Division bivouaced in the woods
between Godwerswaelde and Eecke, sending out the battation
of Thne 2nd Dragoons, (Colonel Morgon) towards
tnne Mono des Caos, -to the Trappis's convent; the battalion
of the 2nd Light Chasseurs, (colonel Rivain) to
'he rive Green Roads; -the oa;talin of ne 12th Dragoons
(Major Segerand) in reserve at Kruysraet.

The oth Cavalry Division also occupied the South
slopes oT Mont Kokerel (Battalion from tne 14th Dragoons)
and Mont Noir wi h Bauttalion from The 6th Lancers,

C of the Inrantry Division in reserve under the oraers or
General Forgueray,and lazer under Colonel oinevilie
at Hekscen (Coucou).



IT 13j

Along -he entire front, covered b> mounted patrols
wno marked t e line or observation, cne troops arranged t~nem-
selves and worked arduously to prepare the terrain, at tne
.same time that They prepared in rear, with the assistance
.oi t-he engineer companies of he 2nd Cavalry Corps (11th
Company, bt- Battalion and 27th Company, 5th Battalion) a
second position including tine Mont des Cats and Mont Kokerel,
facing Soath and Southeast, in view ot possible at-tacks from
Bailleul, Meteren, or Neuve-Eglise. *

While in front of our center, the front remained
rather calm, exdept for some fluctuations among the British
troops who were in xronet ot us and who appeared to retire
slightly, withou-t it being possible -o determine exactly
t heir positions and movements, on the other hand, on our
let t and rigt the enemy cont-inued its local attacks on the
9thn Btitisn Corps , who during the morning lost the heights
of Spanbroekrnolen, and on hi;ne lth British Corps who also
lost Meteren.

Orders were, therefore, issued by General Plummer,
about V.00 AM to counter attack at 6.0o PU to re-estabolish
the situation : the 28th Infantry Division on the left toward
Mount Kemmel--and Messines, oojective une spur between
Wytschaeve and Wulwerghem, supported on the left y the 22nd
Britin Corps who were to take tne enemy in flank; the 1533rd
Ini.antry Division on the right, in the direction oi Caestre--
Bailleul, oojective Meteren and thne heights to the North
it these were in tne enemy's possession. The 9th British
Corps would connect the two a-ttacks, and maintain the
continuity of tne froit which it occupied, and xor this
purpose the 2nd and 6th Cavalry Divisions would be at its
disposal.

At the same time a telegram arrived from General
Foch, stating :

"The -rench troops are to hold the battle where it
now is. The Germans tnis morning attacked Wyyschaete and
will be uoeween Kemmel ana Neuve-Eglise." This was a recall
to The principles of 'he defsensive-offensive. The French
troops were already orien,ed in this regard by previous
instructions; General Robillot completed and interpreted the
dispositions &o ue taken for attack; he. had the 3rd Cavalry
Division approach during une nig t and toresaw mne employment,
commencing on the morning of the 17th, of the three dismonted
Cavalry Divisions, to extend and complete the offensive in
case of success, in the direction of Neuve-Eglise.

The attack launched at 6.00 PM, although it did
not completely succeed, nevertneless realized a certain advance.
At riigtifall, on ne leSf, we re-occupied the woods Nortn of
Wytscnaete, the East- and South edges of that village. But
the enemy stili'had some troops in The Wytscnaete wood. On
the right, we reook t-he houses immediately North ox Mlleteren,
witnout oeing able to penetrate into this village. The
action continued during the night .with harassing and interdiction

* The Engineer Companies arrived.ao Zutpeene on the 15th,
and were moved oy trucks commencing at Noon on the 16th
to Steenacker(Sou-th o Ab:ele) and, after the 17lt, under
the ordexrs of Captain Didier, started work.
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fire which was succeeded, on the morning o -the 17th, oy
concentrations on the assembly areas o 'he enemy, near to
and in rear o his ront. This firing limited by he range
of the light artillery, according to reports obtained from
prisoners, caused the enemy serious trouole and appreciable
losses. Whab would these have oeen, nad the 2nd Cavalry
Corps beea able uo place heavy aruillery in line ? What
results mignt not we nave ootainedwith interdiction ire
at long range on the few very restricted communication
centers in this country, where the German reserves with
consideraule materiel were gathered.

But the IInd Briuish Army insisted on having
its exhausted troops relieved.

At 3.00 PM, it ordered by telephone to " make
one necessary dispositions witn h the 9th Army Corps as soon
as possible to reconnoiter tne sector of tne 19th British
Infantry Division, with a view to relieving it as soon as
vne situation will permit ".

At 4.10 PM a new telephone message was received

"Relieve the British troops wi-h the 28tn and
136rd Infantry Divisions".

Under these conditions it was necessary to give
up all idea of an offensive and prepare for relief. At
2.00 U du ariir he night of April 16-17, General Robillot,
aavised, in addition, o the probability oi serious ai;acks
ini nfe area or he hills, arind particularly &owards Kemmel,
issued orders to consolidate positions held and to expedite
the work with the greatest activi'Gy.

Prepara-tion or The main hfills which. orm ihe
main poins o olGe afen'se; ot t-ne secondary crests which
cover une artillery a-d tne principal observation posts;
o0 the small knolls and points in une foregroura ot The zone,
wnorcn will breaK iO we irsu rusu or t he adversary; a large
employ.nei; or automatic arms coverip:g approacnes; permane n
garrisons in ~e principal points of support to stop the attem s
of turning or infiltraion; Mounu Kemmnel witn Dranoure ana
-he flanks of the Tyrone iarm, tne valley of Helleeeec and
its s mall woods, Donegal, Aerorait and the road cut Sounheast
of Lindennoeck, crossing tne ravines flowing into wne Douve.

Lindenhoec and la Polka crossing the valley ox
Har inghe eeck.

Kemmrel, -tihe farm ana oLe small woods at one head
ot the ravine of Kleinkemmeloeec.

Scharpenberg and Mono-Rouge, witn Locre, Couronue-
Caaret, Brulooze, Buoterily, la Cly-ue.

onut Vidaige and Mouts Noir win -the Chaueau park,
~ihe Croix ae Poperingne, Keulennoueck, Saint-Jams Capelle,Levrette.

Mont Kokerel wiun Bertne: and Purgauoire.
Mon, des Cats wiun Fontaine Hoecc, Besace, Rossignol.

We will find nearly all these niames again auring
;Ge course or ihe fighting wncn book place from Kemmel oo

Scnarpenberg arid. o Lon- Rouge, and more han one will mark
-ne limit or ohe German advance.
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April 17h--Tie nignt of ~ne loth-l'i7th was calm,
Obu at 5.u AM i e enemy starteda a general oomoarcment with
neavy artillery ani gas shell on une area North o± Bailieul,
wlcn oomoardment continued all morning, and was particularly
heavy aoout 10.uO AEM, wiin strong concentration on Mont
Kemmel.

Almost all telephone lines were cut; onese
were relaced uy wireless messages. Tne PC o ne 2nd Cavalry
Corps was immediaGely moved to uhe vicinity of Steenworde
in orCer 6o more closely lollow the advance. The previous
dispositions aken for relieving the Bri-ish troops were
cancelled; ooth Frenc and Englisa were Go stay at ne oot
ox - he slopes on the South side o -- he nills. The rad Cavalry
Division, reserve ox the Cavalry Corps, was brougnt up to
une Brauan wood, oevween Aueele and Reningelst.

Besides, o oetter coordinate eiforts and avoid
a dual command, General Rouillot obtained froim General
Plummer, autlnority to place in uo'h Prenc sectors all t ne
troops tnerein, ooth French and English, uwder the orders
of tne French Division Commnander, who was au uhe same time
placed in command of ~he secor.

About 10.b6 AM;,, the enemy twice tried to deploy
t n Meuerecn; he was stopped v our fire. Auout ;he same

time uwo aGtempts maae o tur n Mont Kemmel irom he SouthVest
a'd Ue Southeast, towards Lindenhoeck, were also repulsed;
successive waves of attacks were drawn back with neavy losses.

Quiet was 6raaually resuored towards evening, and
so well uha" at 0.UO PMI it was possiole to issue orders to
one 2 dtn Inianurv Division o relieve une 19h Britisn
Division, General Madelin taking over une cormnwna of tne
sector, au 0.U0 A on LIne 19th, une relief was ended. All
tne British Aruillery was to remain in place, and passed. under
Une orders o- t;e 2otn Inxanurry Division. In addition, as
a measure or precaution, uhe rd a avalry Division permanent.ly
kept- one uri:aae and ius cyclist group a6t he Braoant wouds,
as a possiole support to uhe 26th Infantry Division.

The check met oy une Germans was more serious
nan was uelieved. "Pour times already, on une 16h" read

tane memoranaum uook or an oflicer o use fth BaItery of ne
Ord Bautalion, 1st Field Artillery, captured on April 2uuh,
out; oX Linaennoecc, "the attack on Mont Kemmel Tailed. On
une ivtn a new u.nsuccessxul attack uendind a rollingbarrage.
On the 1-th a new inantry attack witnouo preparat ion had
ne same result "

"Three regiments of tne 2nd Bavarian Division "
repore a soldier oi tne lt Company ox ne 2 2nd Bavarian
liantry, captured on tne 19th, on -the road wrom neuve-
Egise to Dranoutre, "were tried efore Kemmel. The Company

had only 17 riflemuen commanded oy a serent. All se otficers
had ueen wounded. The losses aiecea tune morale, and une
Division naving received orders to carry une slopes Sout-nwes-
ow .emmel where were very dangerutis macne gUS, did .viut
a u6acl"*

Tne German otielsive, tnerefore, suxfered in
unis way a notaole slowing up, aa unese few dayS orespite

were uo allow relief o " uhe exiausuea. Britisn Divisilons
winou J diacuI6, an Go place in line ne new Prench
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Divisions arriviig uo ihe resete, an.d wioULt int;erruption
untlil complete staoilizationl occurred.

FORMATION OF THE ARMY iETAUCE :r uP WiL iORTH
uNDER THE ORDERS OF GNERAL IT. . OBUAN IZAT IoN
aO? ili £ROM IEO) 1"C 0ORPS SE&TORS. 2AvTIAL

April lbth to 24th.--Tnree new Frenoc Divisions
were on nlleir way o Flanders, ihe b th Infa'uLTy Division(
Generai Savatier), wLich came uy 6ruo. s, detraiiea ue-tween
Steenworde and Abeele (Headquarters at Watou, 20 at Abeele).
The lo4-n Infantry Division (General Breton) was to detrain
in the area of Saint;-Jans--Ter--Biesen, while the 39th
Infantry Division (General Massenet) was reported at the
railroad s-a-ions of Bergues, Rousbrugge and Esquelbeck.
The aruiliery of the two first divisions were called Uo go
into position as soon as possible, and that of the 34th
Infantry Division during the same night of the 18th-19th,
on Mont Kokerel and to the North of Scharpenberg. At the
same time GH(Q decided to form the "Aarmy detachmen~ of

hne North" (April 17) under The orders ot General Mitry,
who arrived on April 9tii at Esquelbeck, to assume command.
On and after April 21st, thne Frenlch front in Flanders
was exuended from Bailleul to Wytschaete, between the 16th
British Corns on uhe righ and the 22nd British Corps on
t1ne left, and haviing four inTantry divisions and two divisions
or French cavalry divided into two corps sectors. One Division
o In fantry and one Division of French cavalry were in army
reserve. Some heavy batteries, British Howitzers and guns
scat-ered throughout i.he whole French iront, cooperated in
tne defense, and were under t-e orders of the French command.

There resulted between the French and British
Divisions mixed on uhe front, a series ot moverments, which
the inaction of the enemy permitt-ed to be carried out to
a sabislactory end.

The 133rd Infantry Division which occupied the
Meteren sector was relieved during t'e night of the 19tL-2Oth
by an Australian division; while during tne same night the
34th Infantry Division relieved the 49th Britisn Infantry
Division in Tne Kemmel sector, between the 4thn British
Division and tne 22nd British Corps. The 164th Infantry
Division, in its turn, during the nigns of the 282nd-3rd,
was placed oetween t;he 34th and 2-uh Inf'antry Divisions, v/no
thus gained use ot a parc of their troops, the 34th Infantry
Division at rhe same time extending towards its right and
taring over a paru oz the front previously assigned to the
133rd Iniantry Division.

From Noon of April 21st, General Nollet, commanding
hne 36tn Corps, assumed command ox the two right divisions :

1353rd Intntry Division on the right between the
line Caestre--Fontaine--Hoeck--Bailleul Uhurch (boundary of
the 15th British Corpst on uhe West, and Godwerswaelde,
Saint-Jans-Cappll, on the East (PC at Kruystraete).

34th Infantry Division on -the left of the 133rd
Intantry Division, as xar as the line Boescnepe--ont
Vidaigne--Dranoubre (PC at la lMontagne);
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2nd Cavalry Division (dismounted) on Mont des
Cats, Mont Kokerel and Mont Rouge (PC at Godwerswaelde in
second line);

PC of the 36th Corps at Steenworde.

General Robillot retained the command of the two
lef Divisions witn PC at Watou.**

The 154th Infantry Division in laison, on thne
right, with the 34tn Infantry Division as tar as the line
Westoutre--Wulwerghem (PC at la Loge, Sou'thwest of the
Brabant wood).

28Gh Iniantry Division, on T,he left ot thel~4th
Intantry Division as far as the boundary line of the 22nd
British Corps, i;o the East (Reningelst--la Clytte--Wytscna~te),
win PC a.t Abeele.

Brd Cavalry Division dismounted, on Mont Vidaigne,
Mont Rouge and Scharpenberg in second line, witn PC at Coucou--
Heksken

In army reserve, the ~th Infa cntry Division (Head-
quarters a Winnezeele), witn its regiments echeloned facing
Easb in tne probaole inture direction, eitner against
Poperinghe, Neuve-Eglise or Bailleul, and the 6th Cavalry
Division (mounted) in ohe area ox Oudezeele(Headquarters) atfer
it had ueen relieved on the hills on the 23rd by he 3rd
Cavalry Division.

Arillery.--The 36th Corps had at its disposal tne
65th artillery (uruck) one oattalion of British heavy artillery
(12 to 16, 6" Howitzers) attached to the 133rd Infantry
Division.

The artillery of the 2nd Cavalry Corps, 2nd, 3rd,
and b6th Cavalry Divisions, of the 2 ch and 154th Infantry
Divisions; of two battalions of 0lo mm guns(heavy artillery
ox hne 2nd Cavalry Corps), of two battalions of British
neav,y artillery, same composition as above, were atz-acned
respectively to the 28th and 1654h Infantry Divisions.

The detachment of heavy British artillery (General
Uackenziel (one bastalion oi two 60-pounder guns and two
batt-eries of u" gans) tired harassing and couruer-battery
tire over the entire front of 2Ce two corps.

This general reorganization of the iront was
completed Vy re-arranging the rear areas and utilities, whic4
in accord . with uhe British authorities,grealycontriuted
in estaulishing some order in one going and coming of all the
large units. On our example tne British Command aoando.ned
the system, up to then in force on nis part ox the front,
of combat zones distinct from zones of stations, the first o-0
which were organized perpendicularly to the Tront, while
the second were determined according too ote uulleuin resources,

**After nis arrival at Watou, on the 18th, and on account of
t e laci of proper camouzlage, the PC or the 2nd Cavalry Corps
was attacked aoout 11.00 PM by several hostile planes, who
dropped bomos aoout -he occupied barracks, luckily witnout
causing any losses. An anti-aircraft dexense organized the
tollowing day with the Cavalry Corps auto machine guns
Wogetber wxih a service o! intormation, resulted in keeping
the hostile planes at a surficient distance .
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and which resulted in each partial relief, an inextricaole
mix-up.

The one-meter guage railroad Irom Esquelbeck no
Steenworde, wnich was placed at our disposition, t.he
control oi the muniaion depot near Poperigne, well served
oy a uemporary railroad ouilt by Tne English, but little
used oy hem on account ot its proximity Uo he tront, and
a regular service 0y trucks, allowed an inuensive supply
system, thaniks to the devotion o: the maintenance personnel
taken from ne automobile transports and some available
Gerri-orial troops.

The incessan bringing up ot munitions allowed
an increase of he aruilery fire in place of a decrease.
"The allowance for 75 mmn guns for April 20th-21st had
ueen 17,000 rounds, or 100 rounds per gun, while 80,0OO
rounds nad been orought up uo une aepot; we could, t~ere-
tore, fire twice as much". "Whatever the atitude of
the hostile artilLery, tne tire of our artillery should
retain The character of extreme violence, under tie sole
cjondition ox having an assured supply ot ammunition"/

The general insturucUion of General Roillot,
daued April 19h, and commen-ting on tne uacuical instruc-
tions issued oy General Foch, aetermined to all,unhe
mission o_ The French troops fignting on one Britisn
fro4 as being : "To assure at any cost occupation
oi une mountainous nills, and i , possiole, to extend This
by re-aking at z irso- the low slopes, and Ghen, if possible,

lhe heigtns of Neuve-Eglise--Wytsciaeue and Bailleul,
by a saries o otfensive actions with limited oojectives,
whicn were to serve as a oase ior new advance."

The dispositions taken as a whole, the arrange-
ment of he large units, the choice or successive positions
to oe prepared; the employmen-t o -tne artillery and. one
daily program o~ harassing, inerdic:ion, and counter-
batitery ire; the making of partial and sector counoer-
atUacs; t'e mission. on01 The Cavalry Divisions as second
line -roops, furnishing saxety garrisons on t-ue hills and
as mouile reserves, under the orders o the Cavalry Division
Commanders,** all mnese measures were approved o the
Cormmandnr ot mhe Army Detacnmen-G. ol'he North, on nis
assuming commandd, and were &o cut riou~te to give to oar
front as soon as Uhe reliews were completed, a character
of increasing activity up to the grea German attack oz
April 2btn. Only tne lack of long range heavy guns wouid
not permiu uo have as much as wished, artillery ire
oa lhe narrow pocke-t o Bailleul, where ohe German reserves
accumulated and where txieir supply system must have been
singularly precarious.

**Tnis method o employment of Cavalry Divisions has given
excellen-b results, i, has no caused any exaggerated
measures on ihe part o ' Infantry Divisions, anxious uo
save their aown troops, and -mne energetic intervention
oz cavalry units, principally during nhe grand au'acrs
ox April 25tnh o 29th, proved unat tney were always
ready -o quicly come into acuion and. -o generously
su pport che iniantry as required.
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On their side 'te Germans limited 'uhemseLves
during tGne days troin April lbtn to 2ith, to artillery
fire followed oy some partial ac,ions, tending 6to
consolidate c eir previous gains on une crest of Bailleul--
feuve-Eglise--Vulwerghem, whicn constituted for them a
new oase of departure for a further offensive. There
was a very clear impression t'at the Germans were moving
7their lorces in the rear towards 6he East, witn a view to
relieving -tne conjestion of tce Bailleul pocket, and
tnat they were more anda more accumulating their most
powierful means of attack in the region of Kemmel--
Lindenhoeck-- Spy farm; t e advance posts of Kemariel
were, on -neir part, after tne 186th, te objective of
repeated attacks, all repulsed.

In view o a great battle wnich appearimminent,
General Robillot multiplied ni precautions and did inot
fail to exciNe i;e activity ox: h, suoordinates. Work
on tZe second positions was pusned witn vigor, the
arrangemet Co onnunications, of defiladed koads, -he
improvement of liaisons and tneir duplication by couriers,
mounted messengers and relays;bhe uoiliaion o 01 the
terrain witn szeep slopes as an initial protection
against oomoardment ; the preparation or counter attacks
prepared in detail accordi-ng to possible intuure events;
tne reciprocal support of tne artillery ox dizferent
sect-ors and the placing in position on uheir arrival
o re-eniorcing batteries; the oringing up o ammuniion
and providing a security service for firso line troops,
especially required nis attention, wnlle along tue entire
irony, minor combats took place, wuere the initiative was
sometimes with us, and sometimes with zhe enemy.

T.nus in the area South of Kemmel, our troops
who nada failed tue previous day -in an attempt against
Spaniurockmolen, capturEdion une 19th, Donegal and Aercrat
farms, oojeco-ives previously assigned to uneir acuivity.
On the next nignt t-ey. repulsed a hos-ile attempt
agains- Fletre. On the 21st, 22nd, and 2brd, -nere was
no inirantry action, but an increase of the ar-tillery

ire, and a great activity ox t he enemy's air service
w ican was clearly superior to ours, and machine gunned
our lines a-t low altiuudces. On tne evening oi tune
2brd, there was a slight withdrawal ow the b4t Inxanrry
Division on our right after a lively attackE

April 24tk--The uatuble continued on he morning
ox tne 2 uh, included in one area from Keminel toLoore,with
an artiliery activity wa icro cease, during ine afternoon;
uut owartds o.40 PM, the boomoardment recommenced with
violence against hle sunmmits and iorun slopes of Keminel,
soon extend.icg to Souarpenoerg and. to tne village ox
Kemnel; our artillery replied energetically.

While the 34th Infantry Division re-establisned
its line uy a successiul coun cer-atack aoout 6.U PIM,
our two Infan-try Divisions (26th and lozi-n) whicI n ad
received orders to enlarge our positions, Seized
Dayliign Corer and Vina Corner and continued oyn oeyond.
At lu0.U PM at a slignt dis-tance beyond znese places
tney encountered violent macnine gun tire aia aense
occupation. They, nevertheless, held on under une
probectiun o± a carrage and wwi.th une assistance ot some
local reserves.
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From prisoners taleen auring tais action it
became Known Guna a general atack win u-se o ot gas
was io oale place a 4.oO AM on t-he 02th. T~ is inzormation
was received by the 2oh Inanry Division a-t midnight,
was confirmed at 1.a0 AM and was immediately uransmi-ted
uo une Cavalry Corps, to neignboring unias, and to all tnhe
artilery wnuho, comenrjcing a 6.46 AM, star-ted their COP ires
and neutralizing fires on the few German oa-teries tnat
had up uo tnen been located. This was -ne beginning
of Luxie greau oau~le wicn continued wi ou0 cessation
untill April 3u-6., for tne possessm of the hills, a-t ;ne
1oot ofW wricnl une enemy's formidable etortcs were to
Oe oroeen.

Already, &ne evening beore, on informationreceived as to Une presence in rear ot Zemmel till o
une Alpine corps, General Rouiliot ha intensixied
andi douuled tGne narassing fires previously ordered,
tUis was so unorougnly aone n a Waduriiig -is night
ouf he 24'tn to Gne 20th, and commencing au 2.40 AL on
trne 2o0th, COP, barrage and neutralizing wires succeeded
one anouner wi-hout- iinerrupion. Our aruillery
zired ully during nearly e entire nignt, in spite
o Cne enormous superiority ox uhe German neavy aruilery
wnicn, since lle Deginning, had been cruelly felt.

TiE BATTLE OF KEMI- EL APRIL 2am - buth.

April 26th,--0n tie morning ow April 6th, nhe
ront o1 tune 2nd Cavalry Corps was organized as wollows :

154th Infanry Division on the rign&:
4Y-tn I infa.try on he rign- witn two battalions

in line ana one in support;
4 lthn Inantry on ne left wicn two oautalions

in line ard one 1n support;
414tn Infantry in reserve,witn three oa-talions

echeloned Nor-Thwesu of Wesou-re.
In rear :

Three dismounued basualions of tue brd Cavalry
Division,underGereral Fiorqueray:

One uoauaion' onu Moun Vidaigne,
One oa talio o n ueC Scnarpenuerg,
One ba balioi ti 'he Braoani1 woods.

2oun Inianz ry Division on . le .LeOt :
6utn Inai ry on ne rignt, &wo uattalions in line

and one in support.
22nd Iiuntry o Gne Left, uwo oautalions in1 line,

and one L SuppotG;
Utrl Inwanutry in reserve on the slopes of the

Scharpenoerg.

The nearness ow ~he eriemwy almosu au uhe first
slopes ox LMon Kemmei, une aosence o sure uomununicauious
between mne Scnarpenberg an.a. MOnt kemel, required us
uo maintain The local reserves afia , e 'C o, une Intantry
Division, r n r oeyuond he Borth slopes ox Me siu iemmel,
in order uo occupy tne cres&c in case ow au-acic, oeLore

_ne enemy could oouain a zoothola nere.

The 2nd aBdo. o-th Cavalry Division Artillery, as
well as one oautalion or tne 2t-h Intantry Division
Aruiwiery nad oeen orougnG , on une evening Deore, in
position to suppor t te a'bac against Daylignv Corner
ana Donegal.
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In ironu o us une Germans nad. uilized
tne precedii~g days 'o arrange :in place, uelore a
resrcuiect oo:cuive, exueidting iroi Dranoure iiiclu-
sive uo une Polka inclusive, an extremely povwerlaul
artiijLery, wi ~n eavy trench moroars ana uhe regaular
-lroops of &uur specially ciusen In'arntry Divisions:
0o&. lnainary Di-vision uo i ne Nlorth, ' tn Bavarian
Division , t e Alpine Corps, ana oLnie 2Zna Reserve Division.
Movemenus naaa ceen maae at- uignt. During sne day a
very aense aviaion uarrage preve'lnte;oservation, already
ninaered on accoun of a persistanu ±og and ne late
arrival ox our air squadrons (April 21sL - 22nu). At
nisnli i;une xosie airplanes comued and macnine gunued
our rear areas, cuti ng une telepnone lines an. in er-
xeri±g withi supply arrangemlents.

Aoutu 2.uU AMii during ue n nh oi e unii to
2o-n, hGe violent bombardmentG started from he 'rout
directed against batteries and rear areas, and partici-
paoed in oy very heavy caliber guns (6dOm), and with
a large proportion oI -coic she l ls, with appare-noly the
employment of a new stupeying gas, whici omoardment,
commencing at 3.00 AM, became so intense, tnat witnesses
staoed ine, ha& never seen another like it,

At 4.*0 AM the enemy started an attack on our
lef against the 1.dth Infantry Division and the British
troops; at b.00 AM, on our right, against the lo4th
Iniantry Division and its junction with the 3th Inrantry
Iivision; fi.ally, a 'i7.00 AII, at t.he center, against
-h ount Kemmel, agaIs-s tne 286h Inizar try Division, wh.ich

would nunrd s nave to support almoso -Gne entire effort.

Our first lines without cover severely tried
by -the oombardmeno as a result of the atdaci against
Daylightn Corner a:cd Donegal, 'were almost everywhere
submerged; a large part of machine guns and automatic
rities were oroken. Our barrages made in irons o1
Daylight Corner in tne course ox our a'ttack, lost their
e itectiveness on account ox one uncertainty as to where
the .front line lay in view oz the enemy's advance. They
must nave inflicted serious losses to the assailant, par-
ticularly during his last preparations, but tney were
dis antl trom ;ne slopes o M ounu Kemmel and no longer
reached tine first attack waves.

'ADout o.30 AM ,"states one Commanding General
oz one 2Zth Intantry Division, in his report of April
:Yh,"a rolling barrage by trench mortars of all calibers
was added to uhe artillery fire and succeeded in
aniilating the greater par-t of the combat groups of
our xirst line; at one same time an intense machine gun
fiire opened up along the entire iront and, towards 6.00 AM,
thie elements o support of the 28th Infantry Division
were in contact with numerous German groups, advancing
to - ne a-toack. Under the tire ox our machine guns, ne
zirso German wave was stopped on uhe tirsu slopes ox
lounut Kemmel and remained ohere for nearly an hour,
covered by a double barrage which swept he East and North
slopes or Mount Kemmel and the crest itselfl, which fire
gradually reduced our machine guns o silence and destroyed
all the communications,
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"The Lieutenant-Colonel Commanding the 30th
Infantry seized this moment to lead a couanLer attack
along he Soutn slopes, which pushed to beyond t±he
first hostile line, but it met a second wave which
was itself advancing to the offensive, and whic wave
was accompanied by automatic rifles, trencn mortars, 37mm
guns and even some 77 mm guns. The few machine guns which
on our side were still in condition to tire,nevertneless
succeeded in oreaking tile second wave, except on our left
where it reacned 'he iront of the Kemmel village--Polka--
Rossignol wood. The German barraree was held oetween the
slopes of Mount Kemmel and nhe valley o Kemmeloeck.

"A Third wave tnen reached the cres-t of Moun-t
Kemmel wiere a bloody hand to hand fight started between
Germans and the 99th Infantry Battalion holding Mount
Kemmel,to which,all elements of the 30th Infantry still
in condiiogn to fight, joined in. Rallying one company,
G6he 10-Uh'ieu-Colonel charged in a counter-attack
against uthe East slopes o Miount Kemmel, where mhe enemy
was progressing with a view to enveloping ihle movement.
Returning to his PC, he found it occupied by the enemy,
and was obliged to fall back to near Butterfly Farm.

"Between 7 and 8.00 AMI, the Germans again attacked
Kemmel village and he Rossignol wood whicn they passed,
occupyig une Siege zarm, y surrounding gthe deienders(one
company o the 99th Infantry and one machine gun company
of 'he division territorial Battalion sent from la Clytte
po esao1ish liaison with the English). At'er a bloody
resistance wnich excited the admiration of the British,
*one troops decimated and almost annihilated, were
overcome oy numbers; towards 9.00 i [iMount Kemmel and
une Rossignol woods were in the hands of the Germans.

"During this time,on the rignt, some German units
torcing tn.e line or detense towards its junction with
the 4loth Infantry ot nhe 154 Infantry Division, penetrated
into he valley of the Kemmelbeck, and after 6.3iu A
invaded the 2nd and bth Cavalry Division baeories,
iGn hie Brioisn Batteries(Russel and. Campbell light
artillery ba-balions) who defended anemselves witn rif'le
and revolver fire. Torn oy machine gun fire and unable to
remove all helir pieces, a part were destroyed (16 French
and 25 British Guns) and uhe troops then disengaged
-tnemselves after oloody hand uo hand :ights within the
batteries themselves.

"The attack on une 16 th Inanr t ry Division
was ma~de under similar condit;ions. After a violent
bombardment, the entire front of the Division was oy
O.00 Ai reached oy the German waves , wnich at first, as
in uhe case of -the 28th Intantry Division, advanced
againsu uhose elements of the ront line wnich were not
yeu destroyed, oua soon gained ground against the pass
netween the oig and the little Mount Kemmel, passing
the East flank ot ne 416th Infantry, wlhich was also
uncovered on the right by vhe withdrawal o the 413th
Intantry. The left battalion of this regiment, which
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wlich was, in tact, very severely pressed, was overwhelmed
by 9.00 AM in spite of a counter attack by the supporting
companies which did not succeed in stopping the enemy's
advance, while -he rigat batt alion, in view or very heavy
losses, succeeded in holaing on at Dranoutre.

"A'U 9.10 IAM, the Lieutenant Colonel commanding
tne 10ith Intantry, who was with two battalions cramped
on little Mount Kemmel reported the loss orf the pass;
at- 9.o0 AM he reported that he was surrounded in nis PC
but was continuing to detend himself, and that thne battle
in iact seemed bo be con;inung rom tnis point during
-the entire morning, and possibly for part o -the day. Turned
ana surrounded around the North slopes of Mount Kemmel,
the battalions of the 28th Infantry Division otfered a
determined resistance and defended themselves until worn out.
The support units and trhe local reserves whicn were on the
North slopes ot Mount Kemmel vainly counter-at tacked to
drive back the enemy: the 154th Infantry Division on the
West, the 26th Infantry Division directly, wizth a support
of a detachmenut of dismounted cavalry (auto machine gun ,,
cyclists and one oat-alion from the 3rd Cavalry Division).

In fact, after 9.00 AM, the Commanding General of
the 2nd Cavalry Corps, informed of the withdrawal o tnhe
left oi ne 26th Infantry Division towards the Rossignol
wood and ot the engagement of a part o this Division,witn-
out any precise news irom th-ne rign of te ~th Britishl
Division, had advanced all the availale forces o tnhe
Ord Cavalry Division toward Millerauiss, under the orders
oi General Forqueray, witn orders to stop and drive uacic
any nos-ile advance oetween Mount Kemmuel and the Dicksousch
lake, o re-es taiish liaison between the odnh Infantr;
Division and the 9th British Division, and to hold uider
any condition, trne general line :Lake Dicksousch -- La Clc.t
until uhe arrival oa the bt-h Infantry Division,thne irnter-
veren on oi wnjicn was to be asked from the Army in order
to cowiter-attae in one area M}illekraiss--N.orTheast of
Lount Kemmel.

Au one same time orders were issued to the lo4th
Infantry Division to close in to -he left on one slopes
of M.ount Xem.el, ana to estaolisn ise. o.n the switch
line uetween he North part of Mount Kemiel anda te elements
o one 2 nh Infantry Division holding one Scnarpenerg, so
as to limit a-t any cost bre German advance.

At 10.0 AM, tine betn Intanwry Division,placed at
mhe disposition o one Cavalry Corps, received orders to
proceed to th.ie area North of tie Sciarpenoerg, in order to
recap-otre Mount Kemmel; zone of at&acx uetween tihe road
Reningelst--Kemmel on the East, and one line Bruloose--
Cabareo--Donegal Parm, on ie West; first oojecive, ne
Noron slopes o Mount Kemmel; second objective, cross
roads on oLne slopes; tnird objective, the old front, througn
Donegal Farm and Daylight Corner.
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Taking as a base of departure the line occupied
on tne Soutl slopes ox the Scharpenberg y parts of tthe
2dtn and lb4t Infantry Divisions, The au ac. was to oe
supported and covered on the left in ihe direction of
cne Polka by Forqueray's detacnmenj (a- M illeraiss), and
on utle right in Tne direction of Locre--Donegal oy nhe
reserve regimenu of the lo4th Infantry Division, not
yeo engaged, win The assistance o one artillery oi tne
b)thi hianory Division, and all availale Frenon and
Briisn aruiilery of ne 2btn arand 154th Infantry Divisions.
Unfortunaoely unis at;-aci could zioo be launched until
uine morning o 'the 2-6 h, instead of ~he evening o the 25t6
as :ad been noped for.

If ne local cotuner-at'ackls, led on uneir own
initiaive after 8.00 T oy the 2th and 154 Iniantry
Divisions o recapture the lost terrain,taken uy being
IlanKed or from ihe rear, did not succeed in re-estaolisning
tue sit Uaion, heyJ ao least succeeded in estuolis.ning
a line of resistance, and aiuer 10.O0 or 11.uO AM, t- ie
uautle proceeded in place withtout anyone uhinking oz
retureating. The box fire fired oy the Germans on the
South slopes of the Scharpenuerg and Mounw Rouge, as soon
as nhey ad esuablisned onemselves on iount Kemmel,
prevented besides any movement Go The rear, as well as
interd±icting The advance of .. fresh troops.

At Noon, the Frenct front passed through a point
u00 meters Nortneast oz t~he edge oi Dranou.&re-- Locre

hospital--Bruloose--hne Zemmelueek, where is connected,
1 .Kilometer SouTheas- o Milletruiss, witn oe British
troops holding une line Scheapside--Wiestraat, anda he
large wood North oi Wystcnaete, wnicn nhey loso during
the afternoon after an oostinate resistance.

It was nou possiole to determine the length of
oue resistance of the troops surrounded on Mount Kemmel.
Deep dugouts existed there; possiuly ne defenders nad
taKen refuge Tnerein during one oomoardment; in hau
case uney woLId nave oeen ulockaaed or talren. The last '

message, certainly identified, arrived at Headquarters
and was aated au 9.0U AM, coming trout -ohe Lieut-Colonel
Commandin 'heLotin Infantry, and sua6ing unai me was
surrounded in his PC.

Otner mess ges whose source was more than
suspected, ransmitted by tue Britisn Air Service, several

imes reported during the day 0nom "Tne Prenon troops
are sill tignting onUounl emel....ohey are lyi daown
on One North slopes...., they are proceeding do Wn une
Sour- slopes....". These reports w icn str&ic coincided
very closesly witan e points iired at by our artillery.
were never confirmed oy our 3xrvti planes, whose
requesus tor indicauing one line held were nlever aniswered. *

**In consequence, and especially an one 2tn', while tne
Briuish artillery was energetically oornbarding Mount Kemmel,
a similar message arrived at une British armlY , soa-ting
na~ "one Freiicn have retake, Mountr KIem:ilel", nen anotner
bo an arbillery w9 t iMajor "cease fire along tne entire
line".



As tnis may be, and in spite ox Uhe tailure of
all the morning couxmer-auactcs, whicn were oroken'unaer
ute machine gun: and artiliery barrages, new attempts were
made during tne day and up uncil nigniali, to disengage,
if -nere was still vime, ne adeenders ox ouant Keninel.

The detachments furnished oy the 41otnh Inantry,
and ofy ne cavalry cattalions of Lasalie and Guerard,
attemped t o advance towards the village ox Kemmel ana
Mount Kemmel; tney strucK thie hostile outposts estaulisned
aloiU one Kenrielbeck, Wno were equIppea with machine guns,
and were stopped. The arrival of nbe 39th Infan"try Division
-oward evening, succeeded in supporting on tue Scharpenberg
bne remaining elements of the 2dh In:iantry Division, out,
under the hosie artillery fire whiCfl nammered tne Soa~thn
slopes and summits ox.tne Scnarpenberg, and searched our
rear areas witt 1 essation, no concerted counter-abbacE of
t;is division was possible. Mount Kehmmel was lost,
bau its defenders nad done tneir duty; tle grea-er part
haa been captUaraieor kille on tne ground, ana very few
had -been able to retreat to the rear.

"Among the reasorns nin might explain the Germans'
success during tne 25th", says Miajor MLuller, GHQ, in nis
repo rt of April 0th Tune first and mos- ,rimpor - ia was
uneir very great superiority in ieavy artillery arnd .rleir
air service, unantxS tow which, bney not oinly suomerged
our positions under a oomoard.txhenb ox snells oi all classes
and sizes, ox whicnh ne witnUesses staGea tney nad never
ye seen tue like, out uney also caused uhe fire ox our
ua~teries, uy a neutralization ±ire, to oe ox very poor
quality. Our uateries were limited to tiring COP aind
oarrabe iires,the density or wnicn should nave been
sullicient to prevent the advaice o01 te nos-tile iLantry,
providead ouservatioxus had oeen practicable and oatteries
nad oeen protected uy a proper coun-ter;-oastery service. **

"Anoher reason was the lacki ox depth o ' ne
defense. The imperative condition o' deeeLc.ing ti;s line
regarless ox the cost had resulted in an accumulation,
in aaaiion to Ghe permanent garrisons ,Ia large proportion
0o our means. The only deep dugouts existing were on
the NIlorith side oi the hills. t, is believed sha -ue men
who probaoly -ooK refuge tuere in large numoers were
oloccaded uy te oomobardmen~t ana were unale to ge oui
in timue at tue moment when tne German Infantry atuac
nad passed over tnem.Tnis woald. explain the large nulnoers
o0 rrisoners.

"However nis may oe, we cUian estimate nat nhe
2oun auG 164h Inxantr y Divisions, w.ricn nad already
sulltered tnrol.n tne losses oz une preceding days anad were
nuXw suujecbea o an anuacK oi extreme violence, opposed
to une enemy a resstanice worny ox acmiration"'.

Tue light artil±ery alone fired a little morze than
70.0U00 roulnds.
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Our losses were heavy: .ne 2ouL Inna.try D.ivision,
w.nicth as1 lost most, was reduced uy eveiiin ow uxte 26un,
uo 17 Otficers and 1t66u men, field trains included,
allowing for sne losses received before une auuack, vaacn
on uhe 24-th, amoutl-edU uo 2o Officers and 1OY4 men.

The fall oF Mount Kemmel was a serious cneck ior
our iorces, i deprived us oz an importano advance post
and. oI very seuli ouservation posts wCln Une Germans
were uo u-uilise as uie base Lor a new ataacki, bau in
xacu nouing was compromised as long as we sill neld
6ne principal chain ow hills Moun-o Rouge--Schnarpenerg,
uie Lasu oarrier uordering ane plain and oli wnicn was
o ye daefiL.e.Lely uroxen daring tnae succeeding daays tne

OeneORy's supreme efiorts.

- April 2i6h ,o 2dUO.--On uhe otn, he atiac ox
cuie 6h ianiantry Division, whiCn nad extendea oi Gne 2oth
as ar as Le Scnarpenuerg, in une secuor oz ane 2e8bn
i"Lanury Division, was stbarbed at 3.00 AIl, wiGJh ' Ine oujective
of o0h oig and liuVle Mousn Kenuel.

Four bacoalioins were in irsu line, Gwo uaLbuaions
in second line, hriiee uaubalions in reserve.

TThe autack was exuendea andi suppor-tea on hne rign-
us onile 5lih nlianury Division, wviu two uaoalions of

i e 1i-4th Inianry in die firsu line, one oautaliou of
le 4L1ut AIiantriGy in 'reserve, bowaras Donegal; on The

left, by the 2nth British Division, towards Kemmel village.

The 25th British Division succeeded in. reaching the
Nforth edge of Kemmel village; our troops crossed thne
Kemel3becw, but were soon s-opped under machiine gun ire
comin wrom the line But;erily--Beaver Corner, and were
unable uo advance further. The 39th Intantry Division
relieved the 2dth Infantry Division which reorganized in
rear.

At 9.00 AM, the enemy assumed ihe of'tensive in
.is t'urn, driving back zhe British troops towards Wierstraat
and the Kemmeloeck, and strongly pressed one Ib4th Infantry
Division in tne direc-ion of Locre. The cavalary troops
were -hen called.upon to re-eniorce the line; those o&
one 3rd Cavalry Division (General Forqueray), on the left
of The 39h Infantry Division to assure liaison with the
British, trose of the 2nd Cavalry Division under trne orders
of General d'Epenoux, to support The 154th Intantry Division.

General Forqueray brought two battalions torward,
the cyclists and one detachement ot auto machi:ie guns, under
the orders ox Colonel Lioineville, who nEcame partially
into ac-ion on she left oa the 59th InTantry Division,
in The viciniuy ozf Millekruis.

In iacu, one losses were less Whan were wndicae. uy une
nirsG reporus received a tne end ox une day. A certain
numoier o± men i rsu reporbed as m.ssing joined uileir
couands Ouri brine succeeditig aays.



General d'Epenoux sent the 2nd Dragoon Bat~talion
under Pommery Goward Mount Vidaigne, the 2nd. Battalion oZ
Light Chasseurs under Kerautem, and the 12th BatUalioin
ol Dragoons under Segerand to Mont Rouge. Colonel
aciaddington assumed command ot these troops, estaolished
his PC on Mont Rouge, and immediately advanced in
suppor of the firs- line, two companies of Segerand's
oattalion (Companies ox nppert and Cordon), wno in close
con.1ecion wi-n uhe Infanry troops took part during -he
entire day in an active battle wnich was parbicularly
not on Utis side.

The village of Locre, captured oy uhe ennemy,
afier t'ree unsaccessful at;emps, finally remained in
our naonds as a resul-t of a orilliant counuer-attack led
by The 414th Infantry and Segerand's ba--talion w ich,
at .45 PM, advanced as xar as Dranoutre and Locrehof.

It will be necessary Go follow, hour by hour,
during he days from t'he 26th to the 3oth, the incessant
combats wnich boo place at Locre and its vicinity, causing
in u.is direction a constantly unstable situation, which
seriously preoccupied .iuhe Command. Locre, on account
of its position on a spur, at the toot o onhe hills,
commands their approaches and particularly a depression
wnicn, on Une East, forms a line of approach toward Uhie
Scnarpenberg and Hyde Park. The advance wnich tie Germans
were able 'to realize in cnis depression was restricted,
as long as we held Locre, out, on ,-he other hand, nhis
advance permited them in turn to approach oy the flank
or in rear oy a series of attempts on our advance points,
and even on the edges of ohe village itself. This, tnere-
iore, explains how nis poino of support changed hands,
botn sides suren uously seeking to retake and old it.
It was nou, in fact, until aifer one recapture of
Buterfl,y on May 4th, that we could reduce Ghis threaten-
irng salient.

On the evening_ of ohe 26th, our frono slightly
increased uowards tne W est, passed tnrough Koudekot to

Ivhe ~3rth Infantr- Division, Locreof (164uti Inrantry:C

Division), ernoy xarm, line or tne main Kemmelbeck,
one kilometer Soutu of Millek-ruiss.

The day ox the 2oThn was marked by a continution
or ine German attack, following its success the previous
day, and on our side oy a more energetic reaction
and oy counter auuacs. It tnese did not gain all
uneir objectives, ney a& leaso resulted in soopping
one progress of an adversary who was very superior in
numoer.

On the 25th , six German Divisions attacked on
the front of the 2nd Cavalry Corps(from North to South:
oth Infantry Division, 233rd Infantry Division, 36th
Reserve Division, Alpine Corps, 4th Bavarian Division,
117'th Intantry Division); On the 26th, tne 38th
Inla:mtry Division was insertued in line between the
Alpine Corps and the 4th Bavarian Division, and these
seven divisions, supporced by an extremely powerful
ar-tillery of all sizes, only succeeded a -tne cost oi
neavy losses, and afLter -wo days oxf battle, in gaining
tGne maximum depth of 2 - kilome-ters.

0
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On April 27th and 26tn the German Iniantry ,
exhausted by its big efforts or tne two preceding days,
and besides atlrr ~xrm having in preparation a new
attack, appeared less aggressive. The artillery rTight
continued with violence, bu: we commenced to be able
to reply to it under less disadvantageous conditions,
in view of re-enforcements received(25rd Artillery
Howitzers, one battalion of 145 mm guns, one battalion
of 1o5 L guns).

On our side we took advantage oi tnis relative
res uo actively carry out our defensive works (Switch
line from Bretelle-Sc.arpenberg--Goet-MJoe-Mill,
coninecting on the left with the 8_h British Corps)* to
reorganize our organiza-tion and estaolish reserves(General
d'Epenoux assumed command o the rignt sub-sec,6or,
Mon-Rouge--MIont Vidaigne; General Dhers -nat or the
left suo-sector; IMoineville detachment, less one
oatalion attacned on tne preceding day to the 154th
Intantry Division to assure liaison witn h; e 6th Infan-
try Division, wqs orought bacK in reserve near to
Renirgelst); to proceea to a new organizauion of the
Artillery Command made necessary oy movements required
by the oaztle, and .one arrival in line ox new oaoteries,
to increase. t ne counter-fire bavueries wnich now
consised,0 in addition i;o the Command of tne British
Generai Mackenzie : one Battalion of lo6 GPF's, one
Battalion ox 145 mm guns, one Batualiou o0 lob L gusis,
wncn arrived on the 19th, one Battalion of 12u mm guns,
two Battalions of l10 mm guns; to uetuer une circulation
in Dack areas.

In view or tne approaching new effort of mne
enemy, one COP and interdiction fires were made more
and more dense, and were regulated more careual-y on

iie possible liiics of departure, zones oi assembly and
lines of app..oach.

This ac titude w-icn was provisionally defensive
did not-G, .owever, result in losing sight o 'One principle
o.ua a defense is no; well made except by caking the
ofeiersive, and tne Command again determi.ned in cetail
one essenuial poinus wnicn it was necessary "to recaplure
Dy local aubacks : Maison cdu Pompier, Buterfly,
Bruloose, Locre Hospital.

On April 20th, ine 31st Iniantr-i y Division
(General M artin), recently detral-in nthe area of
Winnezeele-Steenwoorde, wnere it was in army reserve,
commenced. to move its first elements toward.s tne tront
in order co ue aole Go relieve during te fnig~ of
n;e Z~Yth--t0-n, one lu4h Infantry Division, and -lis

relief was uo ie efiueted Ix order co carry out a small
opera oion co enlarge -one front, ix the enemy allowed
us che iniviative.

April 2 n--New iicdications and more and more
precise inlormacion receivea rom prisoners indicated tnat
a new atoacc was imminent. In racu, as 6.UU AMI the
e. iemy opeaed on, oLur zrom lines a exoremely aense
artillery fire, o wt.ln one violence mucn exceeded
according to witnesses, ne hardest period ox one Dig
oat-les oz Verdun. At The same time our GOP nires
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were started uy our perfectly organized oarrages(
ariillery and machine gun) followed up oy harassing ires
adim by concen ravtons s-tarted since nigntiall, taking under
fire dlne iirs- liines and te oack areas o: Lne enemy,
Uniortuniaely -c i i ire did not have all tne eifecs wnic
we had -ne rign uo expect, as -be Germans to escape
from tnem had audaciously installed hneir autac t;roops,
as we lacer learned, immediately after nightfall, in ihe
open fields on -ne Nortn slopeso i Motuns Kemmel, wnile
our snells were winho t cessation covering cne ravines
of cne terrain and -ne covered places wnicih migst serve
as assembly points.

At daybreak, ae German air squadrons book
compleve possession oi one air; we coulad regularly
coutU on 2u planes ag low aluiude, and sometimes i
dou.ol&a Cins number; our back areas were s trongly macilue
twuniea, espiue tne relative protection given oy our

not very numerous au-to macni-ne guns.

Toward o. AM, ; ne German± atGack started,
preceded oy a rolling carrage, on a line uetween Mont
Vidaigeii, Mont Rouge and Westoutre. The German Inxantrzy
suarcing trom a line 0U meters South ox the road Locre--
Braloose, stared t he a-tacic in ne direction of
Hyde-Bark anaci he Scnarpenoerg. Our Iniant.lry at first
energetically resisted along the Locre--Bruloose road,
wnile uhe dismounted Cavalry (Company de Vries oi the 4tn
Dragoons and S.iM. Acard) resisted at UneSWes~ edge of
Locre;but toward 68UO A a small break appeared turtuer
North, creaking _ Ghe liaison beuween ohe lo04h Infaunry
Divitfsio and rshe 3uh Iniantry Division, and -t;he Germans
advanced owards in e Couronne-Cabare .

mmea.wately a coaunter ke-a.yack4Aft oy la Pore's
Company o- ue Yhn Inta tory Division, and oy some re-
organized men from de Vries Company started cirom afne
So iUh parG of - e village. All tne o'iicers ow La rorte's
Company were put out ox act-ion; Captain de Vries charged
personnaly, a snovel in is nand, a -ne nead oi some
men o i ±is Corn-any who were grouped around iim and wino
-ook: as arms anyt-nirng nha Uney cout.d find.

Towards 9.uu Ai, ahe Germans re-enlorced ov
acotli two Comoani es entered Locre and. sat3rced to
infilturace -owars ou t Rouge. The Battalion oz
Lamarque (who nact succeede de Kerauem, seriously wounded)
was Unow sen lorward aou 10.)O0 AM. The Bougon
Company oy an irresisuaole oayonet cnarge trnrew bac
ane Germ ans on uhe Locre Hospital, while axe uinree
remaining companies took in ulank che hosuile lorces
advancing cowars che.Couronne-Cabareo, cetween ont
Rouge and tane Schnarpenerg. The xight continued
some t me arouna Locre and Loore Hospital, vich finally
remained, atcer noon, in ne nands ox The cavalry,
supporued by par-ts oi -ne 414sn and 4t6n Infantry.

Tne cyolis- detachment o' -ihe 2nd Cavalry
Division, the last iresn reserve, arrived afoer 10,00
AM to re-eniorce the le t o che 41-th Inuantry; on ics
sie, t~ie bwunh Inantry Division supported its right
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towards Hyde-Park, with two Companies and one half-
Company,of macnine guns, and ihe liaison., for a
momenu; -nreatened bgtween ne lo-thn and i In:fantry
Divisions was solidly re-estaolisned.

At lu0 AM also -ne jls IrnLantry Division
(general Marin) placed at one disposition o- sne
Commandingi General of one 2nd Cavalry Corps, oy he
North Army Detacnment, was oroagn forwarded in echelon.
Towards Noon its leading elements arrived in line wi-tn
Abeele. General Robillot co.n irmed t-ne insorucctions
WLicn had ueen given to General Martin during neir
advance, and. directed him to count;er-a tacZ as soon as
they came in contact, in order to drive one Germans
irom ohe South slopes o -thne Scharpenoerg.

A't this moment the general situabion had
no- yet ueen well determined.

It was ktiown &fat the oatle was proceeding
violently around Locre, and Locre Hospital, whicn we
hadt jusG retaiten, oaut hfle day was not ended. The
Germans might a-Gtempt new efforts; it was necessary to
'taxe advan-~age oi -she arrival in line oc tnis fresh
division Go change tne situa-ion and again ootain
the aavanuag-e. The artillery oif he 164thn Intantry Division
received orders to supporot witn all ios availaule ba-tteries,
one action of tne 31s- Iniantry Division, wnose own
artil±ery was itself advanced and esaouished liaison
wivn o-ner artillery already in a-ction.

The unforeseen possioilioies, One influence or
aGbacs ordered beiore, she slowness o: execuation due
-o ~ue terrainx, due o lacK of detraining ol troops just
oab of -reincnes, and also The gas with which une Germans
profusely snowered Uhe slopes and roads North of the
hills, resulted i- hnee blst Ih a.,jory Division atuecoming
engaged that same day. It limited is-self o relieving
one 14-ith Inaij try Division during The night ox Tihe 2ycn
to bUoh.

The end o1 une day nacd besides oeen more calm,
exceps towards 4&.Ou PM, when le e Germans renewed -neir
a -sempts against Locre, and par'ially entered tnat place,
ou.t oney were again drawn out Dy a coun;er aotacK wnich
gave us as one same time the Couronne-Caaret and one
wood so she East. All tneir eforts to ot~ain a
Toothold on she Scharpenoerg failed, especially in the
vicini~~ of Hyde-Park, where we maintained our positions,
out nou without dificulty. All she reserves or -the
Infantry Divisions nad oeen engaged, as well as nhe
cyclis Det;achmen of she brd Cavalry Division, the last
availaule unit or she Cavalry Corps.

The 31su Iniantry Division arrived at nis time,



April Oth.--At the end o± the relief, aoout
2.0u0 AM, nis Infaniry* Division in liaison on is left
wiGh nhe 6ti In fa.unt-ry Division autemptea do advancde
irom Locre and Locre Hospital, but lie its neighbor it
was stopped oy the deuse fire o machi1ne guns wni.ic
swept. its approach.

In act, uhese local ateampTs were notning
liKe &he at;tack wnich the High Command had counted on,
and in view of the meagre results ootained, the Commanding
General o' i~he Nortn Army Detachment directed u'nat ne
autoacks be renawed during une samre morning, and co tiinued
wi-thowu cessation on the both ana the days following,
unLilG he supporting points wnicn Lad oeen aken from
us nad oeen recaptured, viz : Mon du Pompier, Locrenof,
Bruloose, Butterfly.

An attempt made at 9.00 AM failed like nhe
preceding ones; on uheir side the engemy reacted with
vigor. We lost, during the day, hne Locre Hospital wnich
tne Germans took irom us as a result of a new ai;empt
on our part to push iorward; on hne other hand in
iront o Locre all their efforts to again gain a foothold
in this village were vain.

These were uhe lasu parts o nthe autack o -ne
20th, directed agains unhe Scharpenuerg. Our o ostinate
ania aggressive resistance in wnich the dismounted
troopers of une 2nd Cavalry Division, particularly, Uoo
such an importan-t part, definitely stopped thne enemy
who was not aule, au the price of serious lo3ses, to
realize anytiig, out an insignificano advance. The
barrier of one ills remained in'cet and all the
acuiviy of che followin~g aays was wit.;n a view to
gradiually disengaging tue edges.

Two new IwTanury Divisions arrived :or duty;
tue 32n Infaltry Division, deerai.ued oni ne 19h, in
ne viciniuY of Saint-Janster-Biesen, in rear o thne

2nda British Corps, on our left, aud the 21ih Infan-try
Divisioi wncn just completea conceivt-rGiig around
Steenvmorde, in rear of o ur center. A unird division,
tne 12S9tn Iluaory Division , was announced as soon to
approacih.

Artilery saperiorvy passed to our side wiin
•the arrival of :

1 Bautalion , 804th Artillery (220 mm T a)
2 Battalions, blbth Artillery, (150 mmn Schneider

Howitzers).
2 Bacualions, tL3tn Artillery (1lu L.)
1 Bacalion, 1o GPF,

and some ays later there arrived the artillery or
tne 12~8h Division, and. -the 2V2nd Artillery (aowizers
on Trucks).

Aifer Ma ILt, the acuive role of One Cavalry
Corps was nearly ended. There remained on he fron
for several days, only ne divisioiis or artiliery, two
uasualions of dismounted cavalry orn the otil Cavalry
Division, 1who formed the only fresn reserves o : ne
bi9uh Inianury Division, and were under chis Commander
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to co-operate wiuh ne Inf'antbry Division in local
operaion:s, and Liue suatt of ne 2nd Cavalry Corps.,
which retained uill 0oon 1iay t5-t, ohe Command o
U ne Secuoor ana iUe diLrecnion of ~he ua-le oil ne
lei wing.

Thrown into the ua ' le , atier a period o4
10u o 12 days ox -orceda arcnes, ou posbs an heavvy
work b day and uy nlih8.hu, uider a conuninuousl anri
au imes singuiarly violen~ u omoardment, ne cavalry
regimen ts and', especiaily Those of ne 2nda Cavalry
Division, who were :oure severe-ly tried"gave equal
proo±s or une energy, resistance, and comprehension
of one requiremenus o ue s±uaaion ana of tne
uautle inr a war ow movements, and an ausoluie disregara
ior ueath which are worthy of being cited as an
example** "

IT during the last aays of Tne battle,
certain cavalry regiments were more engaged tan othners
in the infantry actions, the troops concentrated, who
supported without iailing the crushing eiect of
artillery tire of unprecedented violence " had a more
difficult roll and at least as troublesome a one as
those who were in immediate contac win tne enemy's
line, and. to whom occasions offered chemselves wnich
were so ardently awaited and desired iD, all, to
intervene witth cold steel and a hand to hand fight*** "

LAST OPER.ATIONS MAY lst to MAY 6th,

The last days were marked by ohe withdrawal of
the cavalry divisions which were progressively brought
Go uhe Saint-Omer area, and by the entry in line of
the two Infantry Divisions : the32nd Inantry Division,
relieved the 26th and 49th British Divisions during the
nigt-nis o o he brd to 4Th, and tne 4th to 5th, thus
extending the French fron -owrards the East, as tar
as the line Godesonne Farm--Halleoast Farm, and the
129th IntaeNZu Psion which relieved, commencing on
May 4th, uhe/3,th Infantry Division. The withdrawal of

rhe cavalry divisions as foreseen on !ay lst was oinly
p-rtly carried ou on mi.is dale'. In view oX the circum-
stances, the cyclist detach.ment oi the 3rd Cavalry
Division was left a tihe disposal o the 39Th Infantry
Division unoil -toe morning ox May 2nd.

The dismounted elements oz ihe bth Cavalry
Division remained in reserve in rear of our left in
tne Reningelst area, until May 5th, and t;ook part in
several raids of ohe Iniantry troops. Only the mounted
detachmens ot the three divisions ania tunetrains moved
on lMay ist,in order 'o clear ohe back areas and make
room tor the owo re-eizorcing Intanory Division which
commenced to detrain.

The 2nd Cavalry Division went o the area of
Matwr_ www~k wm Quelmes (eacdquarters) via Broxeele and
:he Sainu-Momeilin bridge, which was crossed b,, 'the
rear elemenos at .00 AM.,

***Report of General d'Epenoux on operations irom
April 1tlih to 30th.



The 6th Cavalry Division went uo une area oi
Tilques(Headquarters) via Wemaerscapell, wnicn was reached
)y ibs nead au 9.u0 AM, and t'hen via Saint-LMomelin tellowiing

in rear o bihe 2,2d Cavalry Division.

The brt Cavalry Division went; to tfne area of
Arne e (ffeaaoqu rters) wnicn it reached a-t Noon.

The Corps roops and he Staff o:f e 2nd
Cavalry Corps also withdrew uowa.rdcs Wormouth(eadquarters)
Tedergnem(Supply Train) and. ronm here towards Wizernes;
tile remount depot went towards Saint-Momeli , and hen
continued witin me 2nd Cavalry Corps uo wn.cn i't was
uemporarrily. at tached.

The squadrons of the 2nd Cavalry Division, whion
were soill more or less engaged on tne hills on April 6uuh,
were relieved on May lsu, uy tracts, and or.u.I toIwarcs
Boesonepe, ancd -uinence Go une area o'f une Cavalry Division;
une same course was followed on IMay 2nd for e cyclisus of
cne bra Cavalry Division, and on May 0,6th r all ismouinted
combau droops o Lhune 6uh Cavalry Division.

On nis side, tne enemy severel-y tried during
one preceding oables, as all wi nesses repor ted, and.
colIsta iubly s.oueoed .o our arGillery fWire, did nou renew
nis am&acs during May 1st anoa 2nd. His artillery,
iev:r,neless, remTainedt very active and appearea co 0e :urtner
re-e.force e. He also proceeded to local reliefs, and accord-
inWg uo sGaGements ot prisoners, received re-enzorcements,
andZ prepared or new opera-tions. Prom one source or another,
i u appeared, uha ne was ooserving and preparing Lor Oaltle,
wxhicn period ow preprauion was uilize d on oaur part by
a reniewal o! acuivi-y whfich orou nu: us some gaiins of
Gerrain.

As a resul of The autemp-s oi mshe preceding days,
anct local autempts, wh.ih.ch only (ave us insignificaju and
-enerally preoariu s resulls, here succeeded some real
raids prepared anrl carried ou- oi- care, wiun a view
ot re-occu/pyinig terran wnicn will permit a real eiecvive
artillery preparatiovn a -Ghose places wiiere our lines
were in uoo close co -aco wnst n une enemy.

Thus on flay 3rd, one Comnany ow mhe I6th Inwanry,
ana uwo Companies of dismouuted cavalry o he 6th Cavalry
Division, a utaciced Bruloose and Bruloose-Cabareu, and,
althou gh they did not succeed in retaking uiese -Gwo poins
oa: suiport, They neverheless reduced Trhe menacing saliant ,
wnich,s ce ne 2vuh, had existed ini our line in The direction
of Hyde-ParI.

A4 aayreak on mne 4th, an operation carried ou
in colnnecbion wit;n ie 3oh Corps, witi good arilery support,
put in our nancts lse Locre Hospital, Buttertly, Bruloose,
and-a ue Pompier farm, nichn the enemy, however, recaptured,
excepct tne Bruloose tarm wnvacn deinitaely remained in our
. id cs ,
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At the same time our artillery, more and
more iniormed by its ooservaion service, could act with
greaier precision on th-e tnests of hostile oateries Mwnicn
were mos-t brouolesome and disturbing.It thus rook under
-ire, commencing o LMay' 2nd,a nest o 12 oatGeries of 77rmm
guns reported on 0-he slopes of Mount Keinmel to which

ne nad advanced, and fired againsu each of uhem about
o'O well observed. rounds; the same action was taen
against slhe entrances to he Kemmel tunnel and trhe
ooservaion posts, and une ruins of tine village of Kemm xel,
where ne number of German oat-teries increased from
ten uo thirty.

As inl _Gorm1fiion from Bri- ish soarces indicated
a possible a'tack on May 4th, we increased our hara sing
aid C02P fires, and bne General Commandin , che 2nd Cavalry
Corps advanced he two leading regimen-ts of :te 12 th
Division (General. de Corn) whic vwas placea at his
disposition, in line with bbeele, EasU o the railroad,
available ior any purpose, while at the same time he
delayed until the 5th the departure o the dismounted
elemenis ox .ne ohut cavalry corps. In fact, the 4th
passed qaiebly. The relief of the b uh Inaar ntry Division
was carried oun without difticulty on uhe night o tfne
4th to oth, as nad oeen intended, and a, Noon on the Oth,
General Roobillo turned over to General Corvisart, commanding
ioe th Corps, the command o ' the sector which now con-
tained three infantry divisions in line : 2nd Inrantry
Division on tre ieft, 20 South of Poperinghe: ;9th Inlantry
Division, in the center, PC at Abeele, in process of
being relieved oy the 12-vth Intanory Division; l1st Iniantry
Division at te right, PC at a la Loge.

The art'illery of t~e loth Corps took position
during uhe nignt of ne 3rd to 4 h, telieving uce artillery
of the 2nd and 3rd Cavalry Divisions, which were oilleted
on the 6n at Bavinccnove. The b-n Cavalry Divisionl o0
dismouned men were emoussed after tie Bruloose affair,
on one morning of the 5th, au Steenworde and Abeele, and
taken to TilQues. The l11th Compgny, oth Engineer Battalion,
nd. iune o~t Company', 27th EiX Engineer Battalion,

o2 ne 2nd Cavalry Corps, on tue th, after turning over
tneir orders to the loth Engineer Corps,were also emoussed
and takcen to Vizernes(Headquaruers oi ure 2nd Cavalry
Corps)tneir Engineer and Field. Trains proceeding oy road
wiu the 5th Train Comapn-ay, lth Ba-talion, of ~;ne 2nd
Cavalry Corps,

The 2nd Cavalry Corps left a stabilized tront
tO i'ts successors, solidly supported oini several lines of
successive defenses in process of completion, and supported
Jy a strong artillery; sure communic tions, large dumps of
munitions anda material of all Kinds; troops well in hand,
full oA conideince in success, proud of navi g oroken one
ot tne most redoutaule efforts ox tne ennemy and of naving
already retaen a part of nis gains.

On May oth, uhe entire 2nd Cavalry Corps
reorganized in une vicinity oz Saint-Omer, left there to
march to uhe area ox Neuicnatel-en-Bray(Headquar-uers of
une 2n1a Cavalry Corps), wiicn was assigned trnem to reorganize.

Normal marches, witn rest every four days, across
one Britisn zone, until tihe 12h of May, ollowing in general
one same lines as during the advance in the rich Bray country,



wnere men and hnorses were uo ±-Gia uo ne resu win -tiey
so m lucn needed after 6wensy days ot intoensive efforts,
of nervoas Leension and of uloody comoats.

In leaving The region oi che hills so strofglyy
dispt'oed, tne End Cavalry Corps received £rom General
Godley, commanding he 22nd Bri-tish Corps, Uhe precious
testimony hat its assisuance had been warmly received
oD our Allies, or which we ourselves nad so nighly
appreciated he -enaciuy as well as uhe loyalsy and
comractesuip ow oattle.

"In my name and in the name of my Corps" said
nis General in a letter senu on MEy outh uo General

Rooiloi;T, "I wish o express my profound senltmenGs of1
regre, which was felt oy all ranis on he occasion of
your departLre and h 1au of your splendid cavalry corps ,
w.nich came so rapidliy o our assisaance at a critical
moment".

"The magnificent- march ow approach wnicn ney
accomplished under ohe mos' aificult circumstances will
long remain in uhe memory of all.

'I would very much apprecia"oe ii you would
inworm yoitr divisions and your sta ' o my a ianis an warm
admiraion lor all that They nave lone to assist us while
we were neighbors ini oatle".

Our losses durifg The period of April 1tn
to 3bOT;h were as ollows :

Officers Men

I I I 1

I 1 I I I

Killed ' o u.aed ' Mis sing' -illed ' Wouu- ' is s-
S' ''ded ' ing.

2n. Cavalry Division... 10 i - 1 448 7

brd Cavairy Division... 6 11 2 92 42u 2'

6tn Cavalry Division... 1 - 4 177

Corps Troops o 1

TO AL
Officers Men

End Cavalry Division d 58

brad Cavalry Division 19 j48

o.ih Cavalry Division 5 E2

Corps Troops -S

XBAtD TOT;AL 60 1.63.



To onese uotals we musL add, lor ute period
oi Iay Isu to :ay ur± (cisrLouoea. elemenus of Uhe trd
and oil Cavary Divisio, .suill onl oule r-onit ):

19 Killed, 2 wouidec, 7 missing.

Or in ai lor the 2ii Cava-lrvy Corps :

60 officers, 1 all men killed, woLue, or
Inissing, out -o an e:Lecoulve combau s-trength dismlounted
of- three sm iall oaialions of '4u0 men eacn, aLnd a cyclist
deuacnmeneu on ILu men for eacn cavalry division, or in
round nuf oers .50UO, iicludixig ne aruilsery and engineers.

Thne i-ranry Divisions losu duzrin±g h e same
period of April ldoh uo hay 5an, oL"icewrs ana men, killed,
wounded, or missing, approximauely :

28Un Infianry Division .............. uO
1b4h Infuanry Division .............. 4~ O0

u:9h Inanury Division ............. l1 9U
61su Intanry Division .............. 00-o0

If our sacriheZ t4re heavy, the losses to
;he enemy were still greauer.

On April 16th, at the moment when the 2nd Cavalry
Corps engaged its 'first troops in counter autaras agaansu
MIeueren and he Spanbroocmolen (Soutnwest of Viytscn-aee),
tne enemy had in line from Nortn uo Souch: the ith Inantry
Division, uhe 49th Reserve Division, the 16th Reserve Division,
One 36 h Reserve Division, tne 11th Reserve Division, ohe
11tn Division, the Alpine Corps and 8e Ulst Reserve
Division, or 8 divisions on a fron of fourteen Iilometers
wits une greauest density on uhe wings.

On hte lbth, le German efior was conttsinued
alo~g le entire line, but it was more intsense ou the

side o re nree divisions( 7th ivision,
4 th Reserve Division and une 17th Reserve Division) were
eg .ed;-;toward Bailleual--Meterei, wn ch were auaced
in ±rono 0y e l±'i-tn Division, -the Alpine Corps, and the
Slat Division.

On the zollowing day, t.he 17th, Pe Alpine
Corps and he 117th Division were relieved and replaced
oy ine B4On Division and uhe 2 nd Reserve Division.

On the l~th, in order to continue the attac
tow.ards Uo~u en~cmel, to the 3otn.and 49th Reserve Divisions
already in line, There was added use 51su Division and two
companies irom rne n h YXs.~ XTE,.w. .. Assaa i Bat aion.
Three times -nese troops were sent agains-c uhe Soutn slopes
of Uounu Kerinel wiuhou Deing aule .to advance. During
une nignu ox he ItSn and 19th, the $1st Division and
ne 4on Assault Battalion were windrawn to the rear.

Prom April 2un h o 23rd, interior reliefs
increased tne density o01 ne troops between the Spannbroock-
molen and the Dranoutre--Heuve E:rlise road in front of
our 28th and 133rd Infantry Divisions, which zound in irony
o unem nree complete German Divisions (31st Division,
bOtun Reserve Division, 11th Bavarian Divisions) and parts
ox mne 4hch Reserve Division and T;he llthn Division.
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During April 23rd, t-he Alpine Corps relieved
Ghe 31st Division, the 4thn Bavarian Division relieved the
11th Bavarian Division, the 22nd Reserve Division relieved
the 11th Division; on the 2o-th two new divisions came
into line, the bbth Division replacing the 66th Reserve
Division, and the 19th Reserve Division replacing he 4t~h
Reserve Division; so that at the moment o- the attack of
Mount Kemmnnel there were five iresh divisions in line and
two regiments (460th Intantry attacned uo Zane b-6h Division,
.hr tne 94i-n In-antry Division attacned to the 4th Bavarian

Division) assaultin .. on a ironu of six kilometers.

i-er the tigat o the 25th and the witdrawal
of our iront between the Locre Chateau and 1.500 meters
South ox la Clytte, there re.imained in fronG of us on a
Iron o: aoout four kilometers, in order fromn North to
Soun : a part o the oh Division, une 233rd Division,
-t e Alpine Gorps, he 4th Bavarian Division, and part of the
22nd Reserve Divi6ion. It was unese troops whnicn attacked
on Lh~e 2th towards Loore -- Hyde-Park the South slopes
ot Ghe Scharpenberg; their efforts were broken by our
fire, our counter atcacks retook Locre and Hyde Par wnich
had at first oeen cartured,

Very much tried, as statements of prisoners trom
mne Alpine Corps asihe 4tn Bavarian Division stated, and
according 6o lists ot casualties ±ound in memorandums, uhese
large units were successively relieved; on April 30h, the
lOon Bavarian Division relieved the 4th Bavarian Division;
on ay 2nd the 23-3rdc InTanry Division replaced the 2'th
Division; on May 4tn,_ the 22nd Reserve Division was replaced
oy the 121st Division, and on May th, he Alpine Corps
was replaced oy the 21th Division.

Between April .lbth and May 0th, 130 batteries
had oeen noted in action on the 2nd Cavalry Corps sector,
o0 wnicn approximauely one-half were of large or of medium
caliber.

Ou' of the 20 divisions engaged by tne enemy
oeuwcen April 16-n and May oth, four d.ivisions (4th
Bavarian Division, obth Division, 22nd Reserve Division,
lltn Bavarian Division) and ne Alpine Corps, were
severel 'ried. Nine ouher Divisions ( 236rd Division,
lluh Division, 7Ytn Division, 17th Reserve Division, 4kth
Reserve Division, 3Both Reserve Division, t~ih Division,
81st Reserve Division, lOn Ersatz.Division), less tried,
neveruneless tor une moment seemed incapable ox carrying
ou1t a new assault.

COlC LUS ION.

During the period from April ltn to Eay oth,
the employment of ;the 2nd Cavalry Corps may oe divided
inuo our phases :

t w;ro0m April 12zh o loth.--Tne 2nd Cavalry
Corps proceeded win torced mrarc.nes uo uhe zone of
:iJservenliofn without losin ws" eaohmer a norse or a man. This
was s sleid.id movement, colideriTC uhE srengtn en-agaged
and tihe rapjdity oT - e march, whicn was far ahea0. :4
movements or large cavalry uaits in past hisory, even in

n :.Go of he Empire. It marvelously fulfilled -ne mlissiOl
oT "strategic reserves" rapidly and easily moved at the
wisn of 6me High Command.
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2nd - From April 15th Lo ohun.--The esGablishitig
and supp ot tof he British forces oy a cavalry screen clear-
ing up uhe siuauion and connJecuing che £ron- elements o01
inianry b rown into oa tle. Stoppage of local attacts of
ne enemy North of Meeren and Bailleul, and relief of

Britisn troops.

The covering position estaolishecd on tne nills,
commiencin oIn April lotn, had been oy advance guards
occupying une crossroads and the principal points of support
Jwiuh -heir net of reconnaissances and mounted patrols, with

their service of liaison oy officers and couriers. The
main uody in rear available prepared for nhe occupauion
oli Ue uerrain, with a view to es-aulis.hing a carrage
posiUion. It This covering zone had not had :io become
immediauel,y engaged it at leas& served to inlorm ne
Coi-nrand as to uhe precarious siuat-ion of t he momen, to
connecu o e poorly joined British and Frencn uni-os, to
suppor- uy its presence and the assurance ot a prompt
re-eniorceme nt, a fro.nt w.nich was trembling uwnder The first
heavy ulows w.:icn i- Imlet.

With une precious guarantee - -nL une important-
heignts wnicn exuended irom ne Iont des Cats to 5he
Scuarpenoerg woula, in case of j:eed, be at ieasu closely
disputed wiTh Th.1 e enemy, it brough t o the Hign Command
One weeling of security Wfi.Lch iu needed in order to re-
assume ne direcuion of the oaUtle, reorganize its
reserves, bring up ao tGhe desired uime and proper manner
new forces has'ening to the oattie, and thus proving tnat
the cavalry had los-t nothiL g 01 its importance as a ooay
o0 manoeuvre, anda hau ius employment resulted in open
wariare in its reassuming all it-s value.

3rd - From April bo n o 6uth.--The French
troops met and stopped uhe main German olow ox two
strongly prepared attacks. The dismounted cavalry ough
ana worKied in inj-imace liaison with the iniantry; its ardor
for work, its aptitude in adapting itseli to all the
circumstances o' i the fights, its endurance under fire,
its offensive spirit which was shown uy thne intensity
and promptness of its counter-at tacks, out the intelligence
and fruitful initiative o its subaltern grades often
called upon to themselves decide in the midst of the events
ora the oatle, have given an example in similar circum-
stances to the Inatry-~ry units.

4th - Finally irom Lhy ist to 5th. -- Consolitation
and organization more ana more com-leve o the terrain, exten-
sion ox ihe wront, counter-attacs to retate ne los-t
uerrtain anl obtain space to prepare tor a resumption of
oiffensive operations of greater importance, wnicn would
confirm tre definite st~op o Tihe enemy and cause him to
lose une momentary oenefits of his first sucesses.

The breach was closed, une large iniantry
units well posted on The terrain, in possession o all
uneir means, ~ook over m ve uac;tleield in 'heir urn; ne
marcn of tne cavalry was ended on tis particular part
oi .ne irout; it served temporarily as a reserve, mhen
was wiutndrawn uo re-organize aid to oe ready at Ghe ±irsu
anoice -o assume a new roll in anoher paru ox The neatre
ox onerations,



I 6 9 T

REMARKS.

Daring uthese various operauions, three points
merit more special a tenion :

lst - Whils tthe cavalry operated as cavalry in
covering missions as well as in obtaining contact, and while
i; was nou engaged in a battle too strictly divided 'up, wnere
it Gnen acted as intantry, -Gte units of cavalry, origades,
regiments and squadrons, maintained uhe capacity for
manoeuvre w~iic is esseutial to nem. It was losing time
6o form cdismouni-ted bat-~lions in order bo rexorim nhem and
disparse them almoz~t immedia-ely.

The proceeding at firso consisted in the occu-
pLion of a series of supporuing points, often quioe distant
from one another. The advance iaras dismounued wne-n they
coticd no longer advance; in rear o uthem and re-eniorcing
ihem it necessary oy generaliy prolonging the line -to

t;ie rig anri left, came oner mounted commands of variable
strengn, who operated in ;the same imanner to reach Ghe
oojec-ives assigned Go -hem, with n he sole preoccupaGion
of liaison oothlaterally and in depth, an essential con0dition
in order nau the Commnand migh oe iniforPbur d able -.o act
witnout loss of time. Ceruain units were later regrouped,
owners were re-enTorced or nad thneir lines prolonged, and
the command or ne dismounted u-nius was organized on one
ground, nowt in a rigid uniiorm manner, out in ghariable one
adapted Go circumstances. M!ore than anyone else, i;he
cavalry leader can nimsel comlmand and see, nthanlKs o tne
aisoance to be covered, and -the rapiity and even 'te secu-
rity waiicn Une norse gives,

2nd -- Thnis rapidity and regular ity of liaisons
by mounted men, even in he zone o the battle iself, was
iulily oroug t out in une operavions aoou- Mo un KemGel.
Waile uelepnones, tue wireless or ooservation posus were
desGroyed u y omoardmen o, while dismounted runners iaLled to
conlec~ one units or losE consideraule uime, mounted officers
and couriers, inuended and maintiained for une liaison
service, were aole to rapialy cross, almost withiout loss,
the carrage and gas clouds. Especially in uhe 2nd Cavairy
Corps, it was moun4 ed couriers who without any relays
permaneLt ul assured dcrig the eniire oattle, the colm uni-
caTions ueOween ie irsu lines, the cresus oi Gne nills and
Oe PC of une Inianry Division. For Unis it was only

neoessary to mate ini advance cerGain reconnaissances of une
terrain'u o deermine pracuicaole routes; he intelligence
of une troopers ania lneir energy d.id. ne rest. Avoiding
ar-eas temporarily s~nelled uy makiing slign de-tours, maling
up wor uine losu oy zncreasing ne gait, ney0 aliways
succeede in passing, in spiue oi mhe distance to be covered
wiich was someulmes quiue con.sideraule ( '7 o 6 kilomeers).
Outside oi mne zone of normal oomoaramenu, :e relay posus
est;aulisnea oy uy e Cavalry Corps at intervals not exceeding
unree or four Zilometers, 2~2 continued m,.e lifne oi

comrllunicaionis uowards the rear as sar as mlte PC's of
une Divisions and Cavalry Corps. Pew inzLautry unius auri.g
one campaign houghnt o autlize i.n u.nis manner tneir
in i antrc1,y Scouts and Uneir division squadrons, w-TLjcn were
orten aosoruea in minor micLSionS.
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Ora -- When ute 2ind Cavalry Corps arrived
every~ning had. u oe organized : he liaisons, supplies,
evacuautions, circulation, and uirjle dificuiluies were
increased uy the tacu uiaU our roops wezre fig±ing
among Briuisn troops in a Briuisn zone.

Neveruneess he 2nd Oavalry Corps was aole
uo meeu une siuuaGion required oi ±u Uy dismounted
comba-; in a siorb space oi uime i-G utuilize arina
en age in une attle i-os 6ihree regular Oavalry Divisions
ana eignu Prenic' lntaory Divisions. Iu succeeded a-t
ai. uines in sapply1 fhese and. in pro id1ing aoundant
muniuion dumps tor them,

On The arrival of tre 2nd Cavalry Corps in
une Cassel area, bhe supply o artGillery armm uition
found consisted only of six lots o 75 mm a-u Dannes-Camiers
and o" 26 los at Au druicq, wi ica were reserved for he
Portuguese Army. 01 inantry ammunition and fireworks,
t nere was a small quantity at Pont d'Oye. Along the front
tnere was no dump of any kind.

During he batule the daily demands practically
increased irom six oo twelve lots of 75 mm witrh an
entire supply tor heavy artillery ammunition which amounted
o Miay Li;h, to 1900 uons ot spells. The supply provided
in advance dumps, organized uy uhe 2nd Cavalry Corps, au
Boescnepe, Seenworde, Hoograif, Wippenhoeck, Saint-Jans-ter-
Bioseni and in rihe oaueries, vary from -nree to four and
one-nalfdays tire tor 24 Babalions of 75 mm guns or 1:5 mm
Howitzers and six Battalions oi heavy artillery, and the
dai.ly supply or shells tor these amounted to 1200 tons,

For the intantry two million rounis of cartridges
and' a correspondinf; amount of grenades, fireworks, etc.,
placed au Abeele and alon.c othe Watou--Ibeele road, allowed
all -ne intantry munition details uo completely resupply,
Gnemselves and in ad diuion iso organize a reserve amouncin:
to one-nali ot th:,e normal supply.

The supply orr ne dismounted Qavalry BaGtalions
wiicn were in line b5 kilometers Irom r.the area where the
horses were, the successive arrival of the64th, 39th, and
1 6th Inantry Divisions, and heavy artillery, required
consideraole truck movements, as mucn oy reason o the
aousence ox rations at one poin o detraining, which
occurred with certain units, as by the atigue of the horse
urans and the distance of uhe supply depots wnic act ne
oeginning were more tchan C0 Kilometers away. In spite
ot he neavy raItic over one roads and ue delays due to
one difficulties of using these one-track railroads trom
Dunlkirk to Bergues, all one troops were abundantly supplied
in time.

Tvo collecting stauions at Arnecke and Haeriggen,
were organized and operated oy ' ne edical Service of u he
2nd Cavalry Corps; the orders and policing ior circulation
purposes were made in agreement with uhe British Authorities.

If we consider desides the consideraole work
performed y the General Stai oiices and tne heavy work
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required for ponducting operations, organizing intormation
service, employing the artillery, organizing he battle-
fields, we can readily see That in such circwumstances it
was necessary to have something else than improvised staffs.
It is not suificient to put cavalry and inlantry units
alongside of one another to add at The moment of need,
artillery, air squadrons, and all -tne materiel of modern
warfare, it is necessary nhat the Commander should have a
staiL organized in advance, and the Chiefs ox Service indis-
pensaole for une proper functioning ox the entire command.

The organization of The Cavalry Corps and neir
stalf, whicn was more than rudimentary ca the beginning of
vne campaign, and which was changed, completed and rogressiVtely
improved during the war under the pressure of events,
has oeen,since The cessation of nostilities,&ne suject of
lively controversy. The study of the operations which
occurred on he French tront uetween Maren and November 1918
indicate what services were given and might again oe given
in ne future oy large cavalry organizations, under the
most variaule circumstances of war.

Colonel R. Boullaire.Mijor Jo 'Bruno




