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| SOURCE. . . b

AunsR? K. sS0RERTSCN, 2nd Lt, I V-r Doy Treining and Jeception
Centey, rort Robimson, Nebragka, +Flatoon Borgsant War Dog Platoon until ¢
January 1945 and then was field commissloned and assigned Executive Officer,
26tih Infantry Scout Platoon. In Southwest Paeific froa ley, 1944 to 4 June 1945,

INTERVIEWER'S EVALUATION OF SOURCE AND INFORMATION B-2
S i o

SUMMARY OF REPORT:

Lt. pbertson commemted an ths followins items, which iaformation is believed ito
be of interest to the Army Ground forces:

I. Ugs of War Doga.
II, lLialeon Represemntation end Agsignment
of ¥er Vog Flatoons. .
I1I. low Yaetles Develoned by Yar Doz Flatoons.
IV, Deily Ver Dog Patrol Heports,
Y.  Additicnal Dutise for Vetarinary Technician
in dox Dog Flatoon.
VI, Affect Unon llorale of “roons Agcenmenied
by Uar Dogs. .
ViIi. Tredning of 'lar Dog Platoons.
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EVALUATION OF ;\SFORMA“ON AND DISTRIZUTION BY INTGLLIGENCE DIVISION, ASF:

AGF ~(5); G-3%; Command & General Staff School -(2); M1l Training*

o e—— - —— e e T ——

fndosures: None.
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BACKGROUND OF SOURCE.

14, Rovertocn I -
attended lorthwestern Univeraity two years and ¢ attended Vest Point two years

as a member of the class of 1928, For over 15 yearas prior to his inductlion into
the Army, he was self-employed as a fur buyer in lorthern Canadn, where he travelod
extensively during the winter months using pack and sled dogs. During this time

he retained his officisl domicile in Los Angeles, California. He enlisted in the
Arny on 9 April 1942, and received Infantry basic training at Camp Roberts,
California. He was then assigned to the 87th Infantry Mountain Regiment and
stationed for a short time at Front Boyal, Virginia, and then at Camp Hale, Colo-
rado. He went overseas in May, 1944, and served as Platoon Sergeant in the 26tk
Infantry Scout Platoon in charge of War Doge and participated im numerous patrols
and scouting parties in the Southwest Pacific. He received a Battlefield Commission
on 9 January 1945 and was Bxecutive Officer of 26th Infantry Scout Platoon. Lt,
Robinson saw action in New Guinea, Blsmark Archipelago, Dutch Zast Indles and the
Philippine Liberation. He returned to the iUnited States on 4 June 1945 and is at
present assigned to War Dog Training and Reseption Center as Technical Advisor on
the Training Staff, Fort Robinson, Nebraska,

1. USE OF WAR DOGS,

One of the most successful uses of the Var Dogs in the Southwest Pacific was
in scouting and patroling. According to Source, the 26th Infantry Scout Platoon
had made 700 patrole from May, 1944 to June, 1945, without an ambush reportsd.
While with one regiment, Source's platoon made 223 patrols without an ambush vhen using
the Yar Dogs, compared with 11 ambushes in 29 patrols made without the War Dogs. The
dogs work, using an up wind sceat, alert very readily and adequately warn ths patrol
of persons ahead. VWhen the dog has alerted, his job is done and it 1is brought dback
to center of patrol while the Patrol Lesadsr sends his scouts out to locate the ambush.
The dogs proved particularly valuadble in the jungle country where wisibility is
poor,

The War Dogs were also used successfully as messenger dogs and were wvaluadble
ags a line of communication, particularly at the front when radios were not to de
used %0 give away positions. This operated very wsell between nill boxes and mortar
sections. Vhen rapid withdrawals wers necessary, as they wers in Biak, the radiocs
went out of commission snd the dogs were used successfully as mesaengers. A
particularly good use for the messenger dog is between patrols when silence of radio
and other forms of communication 1s necessary. The dogs were very successful in
goetting communications through and wuld dy-pass enemy or friendly groups to get to
their handlers.

The dogs are also trained for use as sent:leg, but decause there were sc few
dogs in the Scuthwest Pacific area they were used mainly at Command Posts and not
on front lines. They were used close to the machine gun emplacements of the CP
Guards and the handler would 4ig a fox hole within an arms length of the gun and
stay in it and the dog would lie on the side of the hole. When the dog would
alert during the night the guards at the gun would waken the dog handler and he
would read the dog and advise the gunners the approximate position of the emeny and
the machine gun would spray that area. In each instance, they would find several
dead Jeps the next morning. This tactic is particularly valuable in the Pacific
Theater for the reason that the Japanese filter through the front lines often and
attempt to get the CP,

The dogs were also used as pack dogs and were especially valuable to the S-2
Officer. After each engagement, the S-2 non-commissioned officers would make &
search of the dead Japaneso and when they found maps, directions, or any documente
that might De of value they would write their rocport and send the revort and docu-
ments back to the S-2 Officer by the pack dog. This proved to de a rapid means of
communication and was very successful,
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