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BACXGBOum> OE' SOURCE. 

Lt. Noberieon H 
ended Uorthweatern un1..-erait1' tw 7ee.re and then attended \fe•t Point two -y1 

as a member of the class of 1928. For over 15 1ears prior to hie induction 1nto 
the Arrq. he l1a8 eelf-emplote4 as a fur buyer in :Northern Cannda. where he tflt#Tel 

\ens1vel!' during the vlnter months us1na pack and sled doga. During this ti 
be retained h1 s off1c1el domicile 1n Los Angeles, Callfomia. lie enl1etecl in ,- · 
Arr.rr on 9 April 1942, and received Infantry basic training at CaJI!) Dobert a, · 
Oal1fom1a.. lle was then aseigned to the 87th Infaut17 Moun\ahi Regiment an1 
etationed for a. short time at Front Boyal, Virginia, and then at Camp Hale, Coln• 
ra4o. lle ,-,ent oversea• 1n Mq. 1944, and senecl as l>latoon Sergeant 1n the 26 
lnfantr)" Scout Platoon 1n charge of War Doge aDd part1clpeted 1n n'WDeroua patrol 
aud scouting parties in the Southuest Pacific. He rece1Te4 a Ba,ttef1el4 Oom1881on 
on 9 January 1945 and was Nxecu.tiTe Officer of 26th Intantry Scout Platoon. Lt. 
:Robtnoon aaw action in Nev Guin.ea. l3ismark Arch1pelaco. Dutch ~., Indies and the 
Philippine Liberation. Ho returned to the United States on 4 June 1945 and to at 
present asGigned to \'le.r »og ~ra~ and Beoer.Ytion. Center as Technical Ad.Tisor on 
the Training Staff, Fort Robinson, Eebraeka. 

I. US.S o:r WAll DOGS. 

One ot the most aucceaoful ueee of the \lar Doge ln the Southwest Pacific 
in ecou\ing and patroling. Accorai~ to So~ce, the 26th Intan\1"1 Scout Platoon 
had made 700 patrole from Mq. 1944 to June, 1946. td.thout an ambush r9J>orted. 
"While ulth one reaiment, Sourccs•• pla\oon made 223 patrols vlthoul~an ambush vb 
the WAZ Doga, _compared w1$h 11 ambushee in 29 :patrols ma(l.e withou.t the Wa.r Doge. 
dogs work, using an up wind scent. alert Tery readily anc1 ade(lUatel.y warn the patrol 
of pereono ahead. \"hen the dog has alerted., hie Job is done and lt 11 brought b 
to center of patrol mile the Patrol Leader sends bis scouts out to locate the cmbush. 
The dogs proTed particularl7 Taluable 1n the JUDBle country where T1a1bil1ty 1 
poor. 

The \iar Dogs were also used. tNCceaetul.17 u messenger dogs and were Taluable 
a a line of communication., particularly o.t the froul \1hen re.dios were no, to be 

used ~o g1ve awa:r pos1\1one. ~o operated Tory voll between pill boxes and mortar 
sections. Uh.en rapid withdrawals were neceseaey, as they 'ttere in 1'1ak, the rs41o 
went out of commiseion .and the doge \fare uae4 succe89fully as messengers. A_ 
particularl:, good use for ,ha meseenger dog is between patrols wen silence of ra41o 
and other forms of communication is necesoa17. Tba do~a were "181:7 eucceseful 1n 
getting communications throuah and would bJ'-paao enemy or friendly groups to get to 
their handlers. 

. The doge are also trained for use e.s aent ::!ea, but because th.z•e were eo fe 
doge in the Southwest l.,ac1f1c area the7 wero uaed mainly at Command Posts and DOt 
on front lines. They were used close to the mach1ne gull omplacements of the CP 
Guards and the handler would dlg a fox hole w1thin an arms length of the gun encl 
,q in it and the dog wuld 11e on the siclo· ot the hole. When the dog would 

alert du.ring the night the gu.arda at the gun would uaken the dog handler end h 
uld read the dog and ad.Tiso the fPJDllCU's the approximc"lte position of theaemy ad. 

ho machine pn would eprq that area. In each instance, they would find ae'Yerat. 
ad Japs the next moming. Thie tactic is part1cularl7 valuable 1n the Pacific 

hoa.t er for the reatSon tbat the Japanese f1lter through the front lines oft 
tempt to get the OP. 

The dogs were aleo uaed as pA.ck do6S and were eopeciall7 Ttuuable to the s-2 
Officer. After each oft68gement, the S-2 non-comm1ea1oned officers would ~e 

earch of the dead Japanese and w.tm they found maps, directions. or SD¥ document 
that might be of value thq would 11XitG their roport and send the r~on and docu­
ments back to the S-2 Officer b7 the pack dog. This proTed to be a. ra:l'>1d means of 
conunun1eat1on end 
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II. LIAISOU m~RSSEl'IT.A!l'IOl! AllD ASSIG?ll•I:'ffl'l' OP WAH DQ-l PLATOONS. 

Lt. llobertaon eteted tbet one of the bigaest 1}roblem$ with the hand.1111,8 of 
tfar Dots ic to maintain proper liaison from the t1:ae the dog 1a trab104 and lee.Tee 
the training center until it tets into combat units, for the renson that euch a 

. long period of time ele.paea between the end of training and rench1Dg the combat 
· unit that tIUch of tbe training is forgotten. In J~t. llobertaon' o or,in1on based 

U:T.)On his uperience with handling the dogs 111 the l,acific -.rheater ot Opernt1ono, a 
dog loses his keenness and enthusiaam 1n 30 to 45 dq's. an(l it is neceesazy to 4o 
condderable re-training. Effort should be mad.e to cont1Auc the traln1ng at all 
Umee and makes the follovint; sU4ruestions to correct the pres~nt situation.: · 

1'he \lar Dogs should be aeslgn.ecl directly to a D1Y1sion t.md ~tay_with it at 
all timao and adequate ta.c111t1ea and area should be provided by ~he Division for 
the oontinued training and ha.lldling of the doga. 

Jstabl1oh a ~ta.ging Oenter for \/ar Dogs at the l>ort of Emba.rke.~1.on and 
continued traininc and handling ot the doge while lf81tina for shipment overseas. 
This is necessary ae often there is conoidera.ble delq at the P01~ while. wn.it.1ng for 
suitr.ble boats end eh1pp1ng space to ca17 the dosa. The dogs in Boben:ton'• platoon 
lost much ot their training during the wa.1 t at the Pm~ and it necees1 tat;.,d a great 
deal ot work and re-training when they reached. combAt area and o.elftJ"Od h.\e useful.­
nee• ot the dogs, '1hen the,- were be417 needed. 

It 1s Lt. Robertson' e op1n1on that there mu.et be a Staglng Center 1t Theater 
of Oporo.tion ,.dth a L1a.1son Officer to greet the 4ot:B and place them in tr,•.ining 
at once. An area should be proTidEW\ where he could thoroU&b].7 test the dog\ to 
that they ha.!e been pro1>erly traint:i in. the Unitecl States ancl are ready tor ~ombat 
use. Thia officer could then contact the Area Oommm.der and ae.vitJe a.a to whr.Y 
pa.rt1cular dogs could be used to the best aclvn.ntage by particular regiments, t\·d then 
acco~any the doGs to the regiment and subsequently- to the platoon to 1ndoctr1.,\te · 
the dogs and the troops, and finaJ.17 accompany the troops w1th the dof;a as tewr ~-.: 
\he front. In this m.aDAer, the do6o will be properly and qutckl.7 put to use, Ul 
troops that ha.Te had no opportUD.1ty to use the dog will be able lo know and use l" 
,o the ..-ery best ad.vant·age. In a(l.clition. the dogo will have proper care and handli~ 
from the time they land until they- go into combat an4 will be out of the wq of 
Theater Operetione. 

If the Wo.r Dogs nre assigned to a Division in the United. States, the D1rto1on 
should ~"3.Ve ad.aqua.to area and plans to continue the work and trd.nlng of the doge 
and indoctrinate the troops vith the doge. Prort11on should also be mP..de to traln 
the dogs under practice fire. 

III. NEW TACTICS D.ff.ELOP:zm BY WAR DOG PLA!OOBS. 

Source mentioned the fact that two tact1cs were developed 1n the field atter 
seTeral woeks .. experience in handling \ta.r Dogs with Pa.trola. They are trained. to 
scent up-wind, and :it first when it was neoesaary to go do,m, a steep .hill the hand­
lers would talte the dogs directly douu. On •••eral occasions iihe patrol ran tn\o 
trouble w1th enemy ahead. which would ordinartl7 have been pointed. b7 the dog•. Xt 
was decided t_ha.t the dog had no o,>portunity to ge\ the scent when he was going 
41rectl.7 down hill ·m the handler• tried making the descent 1n a . criss croaa vhlch 
wo~ked out• very well and ona'bled the dog 'to worlt at full a4.,.antage with the wt.nd. 
Therefore, all the War Dog Platoon.a in the Soulh West l>ac1f1c waro ad:vtsea. to neYel' 
take a dog directly down hill but ,o uork h1Ja back encl forth aeroae the hill end 
descend elowlyo 

It vas diacovered tha.t the War Dogs were unAble to alt1a7s alert persons on 
opposite sides of streOJns, oo rather than ta.ke tho entire patrol acroso a stre 
when they reached it, ln the event the dog had not alerted.. tho dog was held bP..clt 
with the patrol, nnd Scouts were sent across the stream first to determine 1f there 
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!a, enemy and make sure tl1at a crossing could be made sa.fel7. Most of the time th 
dog wn.s accurate a\ a. 'Water oroseing and if he 4.14 not alert thoy could be rea.sonably 
,ure thn.t nothing wa.o on the o})J)Os~te side. but b7 anenldng the Scouts a.cross first 

they doubled the prece.utio~, as the vater did tond lo hamper the efficiency of \he 
.ogs. 

It wao found to be of great adVBnt94,;e to have the War Dog Hendlezi work cloe 
with the s-2 Otfieer. After a Ter, short time tM S-2 knew whnt could be expect 
of the dogs and by briefing the Handler, careful.17 on the m1es1on and permttti 
him to st~ the oTerlqa and aea1at in pl,uming the routea of the Patrol, the 
m1aeione were carried out nm.ch more qu1cr"1f ~ aucceHfull7. 

Lt. liobertson stated that; he fOllnd it much more ot:1:tisfactory \o take ln 
small echelon ot doBB upon landing. This avoided contua1osi 1n having too many do 
on the beach and consequent noise. It wa.s liAlCh easier to sell the dogs to the 
troops, indoctrinate them and get the fev immedt.e.tely atar\ed. to work than i:t they 
bad the entire g~oup. !1111 also pormltted the \'Tar Dog Platoon to make u;p a roster 
and plan the aaaignment of the balance of the dogs. 'l!hen about D Dq plus 20 brin« 
1n the balance ot the d.og1 9Ad. 1mmecl1atel;y aaaign them and J)Ut them ~o work mthout 
uy conf\1s1on or delq• 

IT. DA.IL? WAR PATBOL lmPOll'.t'S. 

Lt• .Bobsrtaon stated that due to the fa.ct thn.t a h1atorical record of the 
War Dog Platoons must be kept. together ttith a record ot the action ·ot the doGs, how 
they were uaed. and 81J.T new use or tactic develoJ:led. 1n the flol4, ha developed 
daily patrol report that 'Jfa.a m1meogra;phed. This report he.4 the clog desil#.'8,ted 
the patrol 1t perfo1'11led. 'r11.e time of leaTing and the tlae the a11eion wae completed 

desl~ted and a space proT1dod tor the llandler to malt• comments on tt.e alerts, 
tlle ti.me the dog was alerted. the location, and the results. ae well as data on 
enemy contacted and the number killed or captured. The iaepon was a1gned. b7 both 
the Handler and the Patrol Leader and turned 1n at Headq_uanera. J'rom this form a 
din.ry can be k~t f'or lhe historical data., and any errors, complaints or new tactics 
cnn be noted at once end the proper action tnken. He suggests thA.t a stands.rd 
Patrol llepon be Adopted. and the Handlora be instructed in the 1ntorrtk<l;\t1on desired 
and the proper use of the reporl. · 

'· ADDITIONAL DUTI25 FOR V.b."T.1.mnw« T"~JIOIAlt Ilf \'/AR l>OG PLM'OON. 

Lt. Bobertson stated that Veterinary Technician. Tfao &881gned to each War DO£ 
Platoon, and was a "fital pa.rt ot the unit. llo,1ever, b1a duUea aa Veterinary 
'l'echn1c1nn 'took oDl.7 a very small pa.rt of one man• e time and lett 0P'J)ort'UD.1t7 to 
be of real a.ss1otance 111 adm1A1etrative work. He suggo·sta that each Veterinary 
Technician be trained in field clerk du\1ee aD4 be aos1gne4 as the Platoon Clerk 1n 
addition to his duttea as Veterinary Technician. In this manner hes could be · 
acqµainted with tha motor v~iclea aHignod. to the Platoon and be respondble tor 
ha care end dispatching the vohicles. Thia would te.ke considerable a4n>in.1atrative 

,1ork from the Platoon Leader and designate one poraon to be reer,ousible 'tor tboee 
dutios. and yet it would keep the Technician at Headqua.rtere 'Where he could be 
available tor his work as Veterinal7 Tecbn1c1a when needed. 

I. §FEC'l' Ul>QN MORALE Ol! TROOPS ACCO?U>A?ll~ID :BY WAll DOGS. 

Source atatod. that one Tery n.ot1coable ettect upon the Troops in combat when 
they were accompanied v1th War Dcga ma tha.. thq became more confident, subJect to 
leH strain from the danger of ambuah and an 1pers. The otf1c1ency of the Troops 

their general more.le waa much higher. Thi B was particularly true w1th the u 
of messenger dogs when the troops realized that they were in contact with the roar 
&reno through these., dogs and that the meaeenger dog got through the lines qu1ckl7 
and otf1c1ently-. ~he tact th..~t tho dogs became almost a, mascot \d\h the 'l'roop 
was a l~rgs factor 1n re.i sing the morale end gs.To them an outlet for their emot1onw. 
~• men became very toad of the dogs, and when the does becM0 vounded o:r killed 
tlley felt U almost a.a keenly as they did when their buddies vere hit. 
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VII. T.RAINING OF WAR DOG PLA5:00NS. 

According to Source, a oer1oue defect in tho training of the War Doge 
in the United Sta.tea to ,.mmediately show u:p in the combat area vao tho lack of 
training under fiz.e. The dogs that ware trained at Fort :Robinson, lfebra.oka. 0 

and also 1n. Calitornie., had never been :lndoatrinated to hea.Ty weapona fire 
and they were ruined. the f1 rat time thay- triod to worlc them in combat • as 
the,- were afraid of the Artillery fira. A large percentage of the dogs went 
O'C~'Sf' v1:~h nerves almost at once and oould never be used. The oth'4rs wore 
much less effect!ve 1n combat than if they bad been t'B!tt1l1ar with the noie• 
end flash of the bi.g guns. In -addition to that it 'took considerable time to 
work with tho dogs to get them accustomed to the guns which caused delay in 
the combat theaters. Lt. Bobortson mentioned t:bat on one occasion he was oD 
a patrol with one c,f the dogs, and hie patrol was pinned dotm with machine 
gGn fire and then the Japo opened~ ve17 accurately with mortar fire. He 
·as handling the dog, and had an almost impossible time to keep the dog down­

and qUiet. Finally he had to loave his position aad make a run for lt, and 
the dog got awa7 and was lo_st to the unit for over two weeks. It is his 
opinion that the dogs should be indoctrinated to fire during the training 
period in the United States. Re ouggeetad that War Doge be trained with a 
division und~r battle conditions in order that they might get used to combat 
cond.iti.one. Those that were too nervous to make good dogs under battle 
conditions could be screened 9ut during the training period. In addition the 
War 1log Platoon will operate in corcba.t with Infant 't'3' Scout t.nc Platoon•. and 
houl.d tra1n with the organ1za.tion 1n order for the officers and tho men to 

know the dogs, mat tb.ey can do, and how to best use thsm.. 

Lt. Robertson stated that the failure of training the tfar Dog Plat;oon 
was prima.:rilJ in the inadequate training of the men rather than ar,:y lack of 
training ot the doge. The res.son for this 1s that there has been 11ttle 
knowledge of the use of War Dogs prior to thiB time, aud .what mtgh, be expectd 
of them and ·how they would 11,1,rk under battle cond.itiona. Tb.ere:toite, too much 
att&ntion, during the training period has been devoted to the dogs and not 
nea1"l7 e110\1&h attention to the training of the handlers. The men have had 
very lit·tle opportunity to handle the dogs on practical problems. and have 
only hand.\ed the dogs under the direct supervision of a trainer vhen he was 
accompanying the dog and handler. Practfca.1. courses· and proble~s should 
become a major pa.rt or the training program Glld a mau. c,hould. be assigned his 
dog and should go out vlth him for several days at a time, sleep with the ~g. 
feed him and get to lmow the· dog ana. tihat he can ad will do. In addition to 
tha:t, ·the . men should have a eerien of lectures and 1natl't1otions on the use of 
War Dogs in combat, thorough ~:raining in Infantry scout1i,g aJld patrol, and a 
good knovledge of a.1.1 operations of the branchet ·1n a d1vio1ou. It is onl7 
in that manna? that he ~ be of real use to a d1vis1on and make his do3a 
available for ever, use that they can 1>erform. 

!he Waz Dog and his lumdlor are with an Infm1t17 Patrol, and the 
ha.ndler does not have nor should he ll.nve the leadership ot the patrol. It 11 
thereforo very important that ·the men 1·n the patrol, particularly atticers, 
sho\1ld bo th.roughly 1ndoctrinated to the UBG of War Doge. In cQmbat ma117 
1nc.,tances arose wllero the . Pa.tro.l Leader had no confide.nee ln the doge, or the 
handler• an.a. he himself could not read the dog or understand what h:1 s alert 
me~.nt. Consequently the Patrol Leader would lneiet on pushing forward, rather 
than taking cover and sending out scoute to de·term.ine -the pos1 t!on of the 
hum.a.us the dog had s~ented, thus properl1 protecting the patrol. a~ well ag 
the dog. i1his cr-...t\aed the lose of some tiell trainee\ doge and also men. 
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Equally bad vao tho over con.fidenoe some leaders and men had tihen the dog 
\dtb. them·, becoming uareleos in patrol d1ocipU.ne. Lt. Robertson again 
atad that the best t·?aining poosible t1se the a.csignmcnt ot the War Dog 

to a Division rather th.a!, an A-nq and train the unit 1n tho use of the dog 
during the trainiDt& program 1n the United State,. 

·Lt. Robertson ·fl'Ugg11sted that more careful selection ot War Dog Handlers 
be made. They should be well trained. Infantrymen and a man at least 25 years 
of a&G, that is inte1:eot,ld. in dogs ancl ha.s high qual.it1eo in leaderahip. The 
occasion will often ,.i.rle-e whe.u a good handler will bav9 t;o 01JQleet methods of 
using the 4og, and ,.hould. be able to transmit his knowledge of reading the 
doge elort Digna tfl his Patl'ol Leader. It is hia opinion that the moot succesu­
ul r~ethod of training men uould be to have a regiment that desii'Gd· dogs, pick . 

20 to 25 of thoir beat scouts and return them to the UniteB. Statos tor a 12-
roeks training in tho uoo ot dogs end aee1gn oach of theeo men a dog to take 

back with him; 1n thie manner you uould have men that are higblz, interested 
1n the training ,md ihe needo of the doge. In adclition a man "111 be sent 
baok to his oi,,n organization ,m.o knows him and has confidence in hie lmowledg, 
of scouting ane the vorklng of the unit and will follow hie advice and sldll in 
using the \far 1i'Jg. At the present time several War Dog Patrols at Fort Bobin-

on, Ncbraske , a.re act1vated for overseas duty in the Pacific 'lb.oater of Opera­
tiono. Tho d(JJO are traJ..ned and the handlers are well trained 1D handling the 
dogs, but arc conrpletely at a lose to knot1 that is expected of thom in combat . .. 
.An example o:ourred within a. few ~G pr-lor to th1s 1nten1ev when a Platoon , 
Sergeant whr, 1e a.bout to take hie Platoon overseas aaked Bobertaon, "Just what 
am I euppo e,,d to c1ot 

f ,_ ', io 1mpooo1blo for a regimmt to fum11h thou· o 
th the 1?.ogs. and thoy continue requesting both men and doga, then Lt. 

Bo'berteon suggests that the training program be separated so tha.t the dogo are 
trained tJeparate from the men. After the period of 't1ma that the doge are 
trained tor their work end the mo:n are thoroughly trained in acout1u.g, pat1-ol1 
and coni:,at organization, aso1gn each man his dog from a pool of trained dogs 
and cor:dnue the tr~:ln1ng program as e. un1t with aa maJl1' prs.ctical problems in 
the uso of dogs as possible. fhis final period of training should be done VS.th 
an M:l.Jf Ground Force Unit so that the dogs and their handlers are vorktng undor 
tire uad battle conc11t1ons. 

R fHE OOMMA:NJ>ING GENERAL: 

O _.,O UMi,64,Jilf~ 

Lt Col. GSC, 
OhS.ef, Intell:lgonee Branch, 
Security a.ad Intelligence Div. 
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