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PREFACE

The following pages containing the comment from German
gources which has been recorded in the files of the Enemy
Order of Battlg-sub—section, G. He Q., sketch the varying
mental states which the Germén mind exnerienced as the sig-
nificance of America‘'s entry int; the European theater of
eperations became generally understood in Germany,

The source of each quotation is indicated jusi above

the quétation. A1l are authentic, unchanged and inedited.

;An esnecial effort has been made to find all unfavorable

" criticism. The follewing pages contain gll ‘of the unfavor-

able criticism. That much of the comment is favorable is,
therefore; significant.

~ It is to be regretted that the men whe came in contact
with the enemy and thus established American srestige cannot

read these peges,

OVIR
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A POBT~ARNISTICE RETROSPECT

e
I

= & = « The General commending the Third Cerman Arm '
General v. Einem, was absent but I was received by the Chief

of Staff who asked me if I spoke Germen, end upon my reply
that I did, asked the other officers of his staff, and the
staff officer who had accommanied me, to leave the room, and
when we two were alone together both.gtanding made, in a
very earnest manner & gpeech to me in substance as follows:

"I fought in campuigns against the Russian srmy, the
. Serbian Army, the Roumanian Army, the British Army,
the French Army and the American Army, All told in
this war I have participated in more than 80 battles,
I have found your “merican Army the most honorable
(enrlich) of all our enemies, You have also been the
bravest of our enemies and in fact the only ones who
have attacked us seriously in this year's battles,
I therefore honor you, and, now that the war is
over, 1 stand ready, for my vart, to accept. you as
a friend,"

From the report of an American General
.8taff Officer who was sent just after
the Armistice into Cermany,
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PRELIMINARY

JUNE ANTICIPATIONS

Deny the Americans even a moral suecess:

"It was decided %o use oicked men against the Americeans,
14 Division of five regiments', to infliet on them a morale
defent,

“The purpose of the intervention of the Sth Cuard
Div, and the 28th Inf, Div, was to prevent at all costs
the achievement of success by the Americans = especially
a moral success,” (This is the statement of o!ficers and
vlatoon leaders.)

The High Cormand seems to'have bewn much imb*essed
by the Franco-Aimbrican attacks, and to have deoided to
prevent at all costs the possibility of the United
States being able to bomst =2 success over the Germean

_troobs.

{French 6th “nny, Interrogation No, 6633/2
June 12, 1918},

"Empleys best divialone ageinst Americans:

Extract from letter: "We shall have a look at the
American: +the embitterment ageinst hm is great. We should
have been relieved, but now the Americen Division hae
been identified and theréfore our Army CGeneral Staff has
selected the best of our divisions for use againat it.”

(Hdqrs. 24 Div, U. S, Army June 14, 1918)

JUNE AND, JULY REVISIONS

Germans marvel at skill of Americans:
"The prisoners do not conceal their wondering astonishe

ment at the training and skill of the Amerigans, as revealed

this morning before them."
- {French 6th Armg, Bulletin of Information 513,
une 11, 1918)
"The prisoners scemed impressed by the ealm end resaiss
tance of the Americans."
(French 6th Army Interrogation No, 7024/2,
Juiy 15, 1918)
Americans 'good end enviergetic fiphters"
T""WWe were 40ld ihat the Americans were spnosite us, and

-that they were brave men; and to be on our guard,"

A prisoner stetes that as he went into line he met men
coming oub, from whom he learned that the Americans were
"good and energetic fighters.”

. (24 piv. Interrogation June 25, 1918)

AND AGAIN YN OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER

"The Americans have the reputation for irresistible cour-
age' ,
(Renort of Intelligence Officer, Pontarlier,
from Interrogation of Alsatian Deserter, .
Oct. 3, 1918)

OVER
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Obliged to take our troops into account;

"One of the captured officers was profoundly impressed
by the manner in which the Americans fight. He speaks of
their valor, their energy, and their scorn of danger. "We
shall bte otliged to take into account troops which are 50
well zrmed and infused with such & spirit. -

( French 3d Army, Interrogation No.
7120/2, Oct. 16, 1918)

'Killed t0 last man, rather than surrender':

"The troops recently arrived in Alsace were strongly
impressed by the good showing of theAmericens under fire.
They mention occurrences in a battle in which they took
part, where groups of American soldiers wére killed to
the lagt man, rather than surrender. Mest of tha men are
still completely dumfounded. They declare that all is
lost."

(French G.Q.G., Belfort report,
August 10, 1918) - ‘

"Germans fear Americans more than any cthers”.

Three Russians, used by the Germans as workmen,
escaping to the Americans, stated: "We have s€en numerous
French, Italian, and British prisoners, but no Americans.
The Germans fear the Americans more than any other enemy
forces on the front.v - :

{Annexe to §. of I. #6, 77th Div.
© Nov. 5, 1918).
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CERMAN IMPRESSIONS OF THE AMERICAN SOLDIER

AFTER MEETING EIM IN BATTLE.
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AYERICAN KERVE aND RECKLESSKESS

Interrogation of Arnulf Oster, Lieut.
¢f Reserve.

"Americans are good fighters with nerve and recklessness.”

Statement of Karl Felder,
of Neider Bresig. Jan. 5th, 1619.

"I did not meet the Americans on the battlefileds but I have talked
with German soldiers who did. These soldiers were against the Rainbow
Divigsion near VERDUN and said they don't want any more such fighting as
they encountered there, The Americans were always advancing and acted
more like wild men than soldiers."

Interrogation of Herr Tassbender,
of REMAGEN,

He wag in the infantry and seved three yvears on the Western front
in the 185th Division. He fought against American soldiers om three
fronts, namely, ST. IMIBIEL, CHATEAU THIERRY and FLANDERS, being on the
CHATEAU THIERRY front in September, 1918, end on the Flanders front in
November, 1918. He praises the French soldiers for the slow and cars-
ful manner in which they conducted their battles, but is highly impress-
ed with the daring ta d¢ics displayed by the American soldiers who took
big changes and went ahead irrespéctive of any danger. One great fault
with them, however, wag their failure to keep under cover; but this
would have been overcome had they been in the war a little longer.

The Ameriecan gas caused many casualties among the Cerman troops. The

"~ Allied artillery was very effective, but the French artillery was hhe
most accurate. Hed the American troops come over & few months later
Germany would have been victorious. The american airplanes did wonder-
ful work, considering thefact that they were new in the art of aerial
warfare, The Cerman people are. very friencly disposed to the American
troops, despite the fact that they taused their defeat. There is,
however, at present a strong hatted against France.

42nd Div. Sum of Int. #230.
Janvary 26, 1919.
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THE AMERICANS UNUSUALLY plGRESSIVE

Interrogetion of Julius Baer,
of DEMACGEN.

Paver it a butcher who was with the German heavy artillery for three
yzars. Referring to enemy artillery he said the French was the most
accurateand could throw shells where they wanted. The enemy gas Was
very weak and little attention was paid to it. It was difficult o
choose between the French and American infantry; there was however, &
difference in the woy they fought. The French would not advance unless
sure of gaining their objectives while the A~erican infantry would dash
in regardless of all obstacles and that while they gained their objectives
they would often do so with a heavy lose of life.

42nd Div., Sum. of Imt. #230.
January 26, 1919.

Irterreogation of James Levy,
of REMAGEWM,

Levy served on the "estern front in the 207+h Div. This division
fought against ¥1.5. troops in the Tlanders sector near the close of
the war. The Germans heve nothing but words of praise for the manner
in which American soldiers fight, =dmiring their nerve and courege.
“heir way of advancing greetly discouraged the Germans. The American
way of making drives also disheartened them considerably, as they were
followed up in suck quick succession that no opportunity was given the
Cermans to make a good stand, and to dig in and fortify themselves.
zreferring t0 the gas used by the smericans, he says that thie caused
more causalties than wus ever subposed.. Towarde the last stages of
the war there was great disorder emong the Germen seldiers end they
hailed with great delight the signing of the Armisticei

42nd Div., Sums of Int. #238,
i Teb. 4th, 1919.

From rewor*s received it is evident that the cermdn soldier has
brought back & wholesome remwéct for the americans and American Armb.
"hey relate that after the warfare of movemeént started in last July
they never fought sgainst Americans but that khey tame out with heavy
losees and muth dlsorganlzailon.

2nd Div. Hdgrs. Sum. of Int. #139.
January 24th, 1919.

Irtkrrégntier of Karl Finkl,
of BOLINGEN.

“He has faced the Americans on several occasions, at CHATEAU THIERRY
CHAMPAGFE, in the Sector north of S0ISSONS and in the ARGONNE, he says
the prevailing opinion in Germany before our entry into the war, was,
that America was a money hunting nation, too engrossed in the hunt of
the dollar to produce a strong military force. But since éur troops
have been in action the opinion has changed, and he says that though
Germany is at vresent a defeated nation, he believes that they would te
victore in a war with any nation in the world with the exception of the
imited States, whose wonderful resources in men and material they could
not overcome.

42nd Div. Sum. of Imt. #252.
February 17th, 1919%.
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"GRTZN AND UNTRAINED BOYS"--~A MYTH.

Interrogation of Ludwig ¥reuger,
of CARVEILER.

His regiment faced the Americans at one time in September, 1918
and says that no one can tell him now that they are green and untrained
boys, for he knows better. Tle says that of the original members of his
company, but five were on the line at the time of the Armistice.

42nd Div. Sum. of Int. /#260.
Feb. 25, 1819.

Interrogation of Sgt. Herseh.
28th Inf.

Sergeant Hersch of the 28th Regiment of Infantry states that his
division was opposed to the 32d (American) Division at the Second Battle
of the Marne. Before going into action, all the men, whe had never had
any experience with the American troops were told that the Americans
were green, untrained and cowardly, and that they would net fight. Tt
was not long before his opinion in this regard underwent a considerable
change .

32nd Div. Sum. of Int. #52,
January 9th, 191%.

Interrogation of Antone Fuhrmamm,
of MAYSCEOSS,

Fuhrmann is 25 years old and served in the 128th artillery against
the French at CUATEAU THIERRY, REEINS and ARRAS and the smericans and
Tritish at CAMPRIA. He states that his unit was kept uttetly in the
dark as to the number of Americans in France; in fact they knew nothing
of their vpresence until the CAMBRATI action. He says there were only a
handful of Americens there but they fought like wildmen.  Knowing what
he does now of their numbers and fighting ability he thinks the Germans
would have laid down their arms long ago if they had as mueh information
about Americans then. The Cermans were herded about like sheepamd kept
in absolute ignorante of the real political and military situation.

They were watched very closaly and all ineoming mail was subjeet to ecensor-
ship, espeecially toward the last when they were losing. :

42nd Div. Sum. of Int. #213,
January 9th, 191%.

Interrogation of Ludwig Weller,
a discharged soldier.

Morale tock a severe siump after the defsat in July, and from that
thme on it was common talk among the soldiers that they had been deceived
by the#r leaders in regard to the Americans, The troops, Weller says,
soon recognized that the American seldier was a brave and worthy opponent
that he advanced rapidly with little regard for cover and was daring %n
his night patrelling. The Cerman troops had bteen told that the Americans,
would be coor soldiers and the acival experiense was discouraging.

3rd Army Corps. Sum. of Int. #29.
December 14, 1918.
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THQSE WHO DISTURERD THE PEAGE IN QUIET SECTOR,

COMIAENTS OM THE BiGCARAT SECTOR.

Baccarat, which in 1817 and the Spring of 1918 was the training
ground in trench warfare for many of the American Divisioms, was con-
sidered almost as a leave area by both German and French soldiers who
had been through the hard fighting of the active fronts. By mutuel
agreement the fighting had been reduced to a point where it was almost
negligible. The German artillery would not fire if the French did not,
and the French were as willing as the (ermans to maintain peaceful rela-
tions with their enemy. It was a common thing for the soldiers to go
across lo«Man's land and barter ¢hocolate for cigarettes and even to

discuss the militery situation and the prospects of getting home soon.
It was a fine war, '

One day when the Germans were sitting in their trenches pleying cards
and enjoying the rest and freedom from dicsturbance, a shell came over
from the French lines, then another, and another. The Cermans beat a
hasty retreat to their dugouts, confused and angered by this violation
of the Baccarat rules of warfare. The shelling continued and the anger
of the Germans changed 0 anxiety, What could be the meaning of this
unprecedented artiliery activity? Surely the French would not attack.
Determined to go to the bottom of the mystery, when night came a patrol
ventured out fpom the German lines with instructions tovisit the enemy
trenches and try to get information that would account for the afternoon's
shelling. The patrol accomplished its purpose - it reported that in-
stead of Frénch troops being opposite them, the Americans were there.
Ne further explanation was necessary.

Sum. of Int. #236.
42nd Div. Feb. 2, 1919.

THE AMERICANS MAGNIFICIENT EQUIPHENT.

Interrogation of Karl Schuster,
of Malberg.

When witnessing the passage of the Americen troops he gsve voice
to his surprise at the magnificient equipment, transports, and the

speed with which every duty is discharged. "o wonder we couldn't win®,
was his fitting remark.

3rd army Corp®m, Sum. of int. %22,
December 7, 1218.

Interview with a member of the Starf,
of the 2nd Battalion, 76th Res. Div.

An interesting interview was held with a member of the staff of the
?nd Pattalion of the W6th Reserve Division, against whom the 77th U. 8.
Division (Major Whittle®y's Battalion) was opposed during the last Argonne
fight. He said in effect that it wasn't lack of morale in his unit, but
the fact that fresh troops with seemingly every necessary equipment, were
opposed to them, and that the four years of hard service they had under-
gone had sucked every btit of initiative they had.

Lieut. Prinz was the adjutant of the 2nd Battalion, who wrote the
note to Mujor Whittlesy asking him to surrender.

3rd. Army Sum. of Int. #23.
December 9th, 1918.



0=

AMERICAN ARTILLERY FIRE.

Interrogation of Peter Dertram,
Shopkeerer of DERNAU. Dec, 18, 1918.

With reference to the smerican as a soldier, Mr. Bertram knew noth-
ing of them directly but stated that he had been told by other soldiers
that the .mericen infantryman was reckless to the point of foolishness,
seldom taking oover and even attacking machine guns in the open.  American
artillery is credited with being very accurate and special mention is
made of the volume of fire.

“‘nterrogation of Alex Statten,
of BODENDORF,

Statten considers the aAmerican artillerymen expert shote and says
their fire had terrible effect. The Cermans did not like to face our
artillery and although he had never been wounded he has lost five brothers
in the infantry. They were among the "cunnon fodder"” es he called the
infantry.

42nd Div. Sum. of Int. #R211,

January 7, 1919,

Interrogetion of the ifiller
of NIEDERCHE. Dee. 12, 1918,

The miller served against Irench, Dritish, Canadian, Australian
and Ameriean troops and expresses great admiration for the vim and
dash with which our infautry attacked and for the effectiveness of our
artillery fire.

Interrogation of Peter Mersch,
46Tth Inf. 239th Division, of
FOLZTHUNM.

This ex-goldier was opposed to us in the Champagne offensive of
July 1918. The orders were t0 reach CHaLUKS in the first drive but
the wonderful Americen artillery and the stubborn resistance of the
infantry proved too much. He spoke very highly of the dash and energy
of the American socldier but eonsidered tham undertrained and poorly
officered,

3rd Army Corps, Sum. of Irt. 423,
December Sth, 1918,

Tanterrogation of Karl Diehl,
of SETLTERS.

Diehl considers the Americans good fighters. The accuracy of
Anerican artillery fire, he believed, could have been considerably im=
oroved upon.

3rd Army Corrs. Sum. of Int. 45,
December 30, 1918,
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THE GERMANS FEARED AVERICAN FLYERS MOST.

Interrogation of John Oterlander,
of Bonn,

His experiences on the Dastern fromt caused him to say that bhe
Russians were the woorest soldiers among Cermany's enemies, and that
one company of Germans was equal 40 a regiment of Russians. The real
fighters were the “ritish, French and Americans on the Vestern front.
Cberlander sated that in his opinion England had the best infantry, the

American artiliery #as the most accurate, and the smerieasn asroplanes
the most feared. He considered+he achievements of the imerican airmen
wondefful, considering the length of time they had been in Yhe field.

42nd Div. Sum. of Imbt. 205,
Janvary 1, 1919.

THE aCTIVITIZS OF AMERTCAM PLaNES OVER TRIER DURING THE WAR have
been described by s resident of that city as follows

The Zerman anti-aircraft guns were placed on the bluff west of the
¢ity -~ communding position. The French planes invariably flew at an
extreme height and about 89, of their bomhs were ineffective. The
smericans flew at such a low altitude that they were beneath the top of
the blufi and, consequently, the anti~aireraft guns could not fire on tlkm
es their shells would fall in the city, 4t one time one of ocur planes
ettacked the anti-zircraft bhatieries with grenades.

All of our bombs ware effeetive and they were so greatly feared
that when the inhabitanie saw their own planes flying toward the foont
to bomb French cities, "they woulld stand in the street and shkake their
fists at their own Plares and exelain 'they had better stay at the front
for the Anericans will come over and retaliate' and seldom did the re~
teliation fail to materialize”. The american planes attacked in the
daytime as well as at night.

EDITORS [OT@:-~ The planes referrsd to were British. Yo imerican aviators

Romhed Trier.

THE YAuES 1L.DF 2aD PRISONERS.

Interrogation of Paul Heinman.

In 1216 Heinman was taken from this work and assigred to the 141st
TJ.A.y which was then near ‘erdun. buring the cempaign in the CHATZAU
THIERRY salient, he wasshifted from one point to eznother, his first fight-
ing against the asmericans being just south of FERE-en-TaRDENNIS. He
comments on the fact that the .americans were what might be sdlled bad
prisoners. 4 group of 14 wers brought in one day and when asked about
their units refused to talk. They refused to work and talked back to
the officers, mugh to the annovance of the officers and the concealed
delight of the men. '

80th Division Sum. of Int. ;#208,
March 6th, 1919.
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GERMAN AND ALERICAN OFFICFERS (ONTRASTED.

Interrogation of Herr Braunm,
Forrester, RREIDSCHEID.

Braun has served in the German army as en enlisted man and keehly |
alive to conditions in the army. He makes an interesting comparison in
the German and .merican systems of training officers and states that
the German system was the drect downfall of the army. At the beginning
of the war Germany was well sunplied with experienced officers who were
respected and looked up to by the men in spite of the harsh disciplinary
measures. The casuvalties, however, among officers during the first
year of the war were enormous and they at once started training new
officers, The matefiial for these so-called officers' camps was dkken
solely from the Gymnasia which correspond somewhat to our high schools.
The candidates were selected from among the sons of the most influential
families, given a short training and then put in charge of companies.
They tried to impose the same rigid diseipline that the tegular officers
had, but the enlisted men resented this 4o the extent of open rebellion
and fought withtheir officers until there was no discipline left in the
army. Herr Braun cited an instance where a friend of his was a teacher
at BONN and an authority on his subjects He served during the wap
as an enlisted man while his immediate commanding officer had been up
to the time of the war & pupil of his and his worst pupil at that.

He knew personally of many cases like .that. He said that ke American
training schools although mod~iled after the Germans turned out success=
ful officers because the best fitted men were picked from the ranks.

42nd Div. Sum of Inmt. #209,
Jan. 5th, 1919.

Interrogation of Michael Hoffman,
of RECH.

He thinks that our officers are not well dressed. On being in-
formed of the baggage allowance of an American officer and at the
opportunities which they have had for vurchasing uniforms he stated
that all offi ers in the German army even when in active field service
have one or more trunks and from time to ime are allowed bo leave for
the purpose of obtaining uniforms; even an aspirant was allowed one trunk
in addition to his fielc bedding roll.

42nd Div. Sum. of Int. 196,
December 23, 1918.

Interrogetion of Rurgomaster &
Secretary, NEUENAHR,

He. spoke of the great difference between the imerican and Germen
armies and was very much surprised to learn that one could become & non=
conmissioned officer after gpending six or eight months in the service.

In peace time in the Cerman army a soldier was given a Sergeantey only
after he had spent 10 or 12 years in service with a clean record, and
then if he continued faithful he was given a place near his home as Postman
or railroad employee. )
42nd Div, Sum. of Int. ##207.
January 3rd, 1919.
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APE AWERTICANS WELL DISCIPLINEB?

Stetement of Dr. Ctto Schranzkmuller,
A former Prussian Municipal Officim]l.

"The Americen army seems to me as fine a collection of individual
physical specimens as T have ever seen," the doctor deelared in his ex-
cellent unidiomatic English. "But formthe standpoint of military dis-
cipline it is a mob, pure and simple. The men appear slouchy; the
officers do not stand out from the men in appearance as they do inm any
European army. All.seem to allow themselves to be victimized in prices
by the tradespeople of this, I am most unhappy to admit, vanquished
country. They seem to have no conception of the fact that we are their
enemies, and deep dovm in our hearts we hate each and every one of them.?
The doctor asked a few questionsin referenmce to the staff work of the
American army. He vecalled the Cerman statement at the commencement
of hostilities between the United States and CGermany that the United
States would find it impossible 40 procure six thousand efficient staff
officers. He stated thet he had heard that in the past few months the
United States army hed had to use a great proportion of French officers
- om its staffs in order to keep the service of supplies fwom an utter
breakdown.

42nd Div. Sum. of Int. §385.
Dec. 12, 1919.

Interrogation of Herman Eich,
Dernau School=-teacher. Dec. 16, 1918.

The American soldiers are well liked by the inhabitants as they
are clean and generally treat the people with respect. He does not
think our army well disciplined as compared wth +heGermany army but it
is the universal feeling among the people that ¥~ Splrlt of the American
army is much better than the German army ever: has been. Our equipment
is much better than the German especially during the latter days of the
war.

Interrogation of Musketeer, Michael Kreuzberg,
of DERNAU.

He has never fought egainst american soldiers but says they are good
gsoldiers in that they are always happy and contented even when forced to
work in bad weather and under bad conditions. This is a contrast to the
German diseipline where the men were always grumbling emong themselves.

42nd Div. Sum. of Imt. #199,
ec. 26, 1918.
“Interrogation of Prinee Karl of Hohenzollern,
Lieut. Gen. and Commander of the 38th Landwehr Brigade.

He deplorec the fact that Germany had not started propagenda of
larger proportions, spending millions instead of thousands of marks.

He admitted thet Jermen propaganda was active in the United States, and
regretted that it had been carried on in such 2 clumsy mamner. In this
connection he é2id that the greatest fault of Cerman: diplomacy wae &
persistent disregard of the importance of national psychology and failure
to0 appreciate the point of view of other nations.

The Prince in closing, paid a very high tribute to the American
soldier. Coming from an officer who had been 32 years in the German
Army, thie tribute has unusual significence. ‘The Prince said that in
all his experience he had not found anywhere soldiers who were better
disciplined or better behaved.

3rd Army Sum. of Int. #43,
December 29, 1918.
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Interrogation of Joseph Hahn,
of NEUNAHR.

Hehn states that all the people in the town are admiring the clean=
cut American soldiers. He states that the impression the American soldier

is leaving, with the people of Germany, is the impressiom thet Germamy will

@ave'of America in years to come. He notices the contrast between the
fmerican and German armies in their forms of disecipline, stating that if
the Germen army had been as free with their men as the American Army is,

they would not have had the success that was theirs at the beginning of
the war.

Swa. qf Int. 42nd Div.,
Feb. 26th, 1919.

" Interrogation of Anton Liersch,
Postal sgent, DERNAU. Dec. 16th, 1518.

Our troops lack the snaep and precision of the Germen soldiers but he
thinks that the cordial relations between the officers and men more then
make un for the lack of iron diecipline.

Interrogation of Jbhamn Crossgartern,
ex-scldier of RWCH.

As usual with the Cermen soldier he has a good opinion of our soldiers
and officers and believes that while our discipline is not strict there
is much better feeling between the men and officers of our army then ¥with
the German army. He hag never faced imericaen soldiers in Battle bui from
his talks with other soldiers in the hospitals he is econvinced that they
are fearless fighters,

42ad Division Sum. of Imt. #195.
December 22, 1918.

Statement of 1t. Walter,
of MINDERLITTGEKR.

"he attitude of the American officer towards enlisted men ig very
different than in our army in which officers have always treated their
men as cattle." _ :

3rd Army Corws, Sum. of Int. 21,
" Detember 6th, 1918. ‘

Interrvogation of Aloys Hansen,
of WIMBACH.~-Decembar 13, 1218.

Ye did not know whether the Americen soldiers were or were not well
dieeirlined. He remarked that the people had talked among thewsslves
Ahout ¥he Telstioun hetwoen qnerican offltrye-and weléisrs andthbuglit them
mech wore informal thap in thebioumr ormy.
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Interrogation of Anton Jolgen,
Rech, ex-member 65th Léw., Regt.,
5th Ddw. Div.

This regiment was in the St. Mihiel Salient atthe time of the
fmerican attack. Jolgen reports that plens had been made to evacuate
the salient and were being cerried out at the time the atte & tcok place
Everyone expected ar attack but it was expected wbout three days later
than it aetually started. For this reason they were caught with practi-
cally no artillery in position and that which was in position was almost
entirely out of ammunition. The infantry was in no condition to receive
an attack as the plan was to go buck without allowing us contact. ~For
this reason withoult serious losces we were emeabled to capture peositions
powerfully organized upon which heevy resistance tould have been made
and which would have caused considerable losses to take by frontal
attgck. His opinion of the American soldier is very high. . In this
attack the artillery fire was very accurate and very heavy and the
advance of the infentry was in good formation and irresistable. He
thinks the American soldier does not look as well on the road or in camp
as in the field but likes our discipline very much because of the greater
freedom given the men. He thinks that individually the German soldier
is not as good a fighter as the American.

42nd Div. Sum. of Int. #198.
December 25, 1918.
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TRANSLATION OF A DIARY TAKEE FROM 4 HUNGARTAN LIEUTENANT

0? THE 15T AUSTRO-HUNGARIAM DIVISION,

NOTES O THE WESTERN FRONT EBEGIUNING AUGUST 20, 1918,

Aug. 20th - Just arrived back at my company.
Aug. 22nd - Took up position in the third line. Rotten?

Sept. 5th - Took up position in the second line (with immediate reserve
Cormand )

Sept. 7th & 8th - Consolidated the entire Battalion.

Sept. 14 -« Eight of our observation balloons were atta cked by an American
plane and burned up. At 6.30 P.M. another plane attacked 3 of our
btailoons and finished them by burning. Our observer saved himself by
jumping out. e are awaiting the attack of the French toe-night or in
the morning. In the attack, according to stztements from prisoners, 4

or 5 nivisions, and about 300 tanks will participate.

Sept 16 « At 7:30 in the evening two enemy planes agaln succeeded in
burning two of our observation balloons. :

' Sept. 17, This evening we are to reiieve the 7th COmpany in‘the'front line.

Sent. 18th. So far nothxng has been done about relief. ' ~he lst Lieut.
paid us 2 visit in the evening. : o ' '

Sent. 19, At 4:;30 in the morning we were auakened by the noise of a
terrible barrage bty the enemy. Later they stopped firing. I was wondere
ing all the while what the barrage meant. Received orders at 7:30 for
"~ the relisf Nthh was completed by 11 o'elock..

‘Sent. 25th = During the day everythlng was szlent, about 11 145 the inw
- tengivé barrage which was coming down toward our right suadenly changed
dlrectiqn to bur front line; it cormenced exactly at 10:45 P

*Sept. 26th - The terrible barrage continues all day long w;t‘Out any
foticeable clanges Among the shells flying in 21l directions near us,.

© many are gas shells, and everything is full of gas. it 12;30 in the
middle of the fire 1 had to go over to the 112th Company to keep up
liajson with them. I had just left them when a let of gassed men were
taken away to the hospital,  All night and all day could not leave dug=-
out. Towards evering the firing ceased but f£or & few minutes only,

and started again with more intensity. In this mix-up someone lost our
brezd~ration. ‘ . : :

Sept. 27th « At night the firing decreased but did not stop. In the
morning we were compelled to move back to our lines again. I do not
mow, but I think we will have to move again soen. 0f course the relief
ie supposed to bYe made in the evening. (Later) Exactly as I thought- I
Bad not finished my diwner when the firing broke out again intense as
before, full of gas-shells; and we had to move back to the dugout again.

Sewt. 28th - Barrage continued &1l =ight long; especially with gas-shells,
~nd ny let up all day long. At €:30 received orders to relieve the 10th
Gommany to-morrow. 60 went. to hoscital gassed.

sept. 30th - From 10 o'clock the 29¢h til 5 in the morning I was on post
in a grenade dump. Not having enough men in the company, we were com-
pelled to relieve the Feldwebel, till some one could be put on.

The heavy raim did not stop a mirnute and soaked through and through.
This being on post all night was a murderous job, as the French machine
gun was firing all the time on my post. Went to sleep during the day.
Toward evening at €:30 had to go on post apain till midnight, as the
needed men were just arr1v1nb from some other company.
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Oct. 1st - sbout 5 o'clock in the morning, we take in all the sentries
and leave auly three day men on duty. Those on duty all night sleep all
day, end about 6:30-=7:00 o'clock we go out a2gain, Rain and rain again.
I inspect the sentries helf hourly, or hourly. Nothing happened 2ll day.

Get. 3rd. ~Petween 1 and 2 o'clock the assault detachment was out in
front of the lines. Directly opposite us about 300 yards a lot of French
michine gune can be seen. A few minutes later, they all let loose and
bullets were flying around us like a hail-storm. Fortunately nobody

was hurt., At 10:45 in the evening a lieutenant was here from the 7th
Company inquiring about positions. They will relieve us within a few
days. I pray to Jod that everything smuns satisfactory till then......
The company received only one~third ration teday.

Oct. 5th. - We finished plecing the sentries in their new positions this
morning only at 4 o'clock. We returred thorcughly soaked. Nothing
noticeable happened all day. There is one thing though, the enemy lying
before us for the last few days are making altogether too much noise.

The constant hammering, moving of wagons, placing of lumber, plainly
audible, mixed with some unknown shout like "Hipp, Ho" indicate pre-
rarations. It must e new American iroops over there, who are making 0
much noiss.

Oct. 8th - Till 2:30 in the morning I was on duty inspecting eentries
when I was relieved, as the previous night I was on duty all night long.

I was informed there is to be a great attack 5 o'cloek in the morning.

Of course, I have been t0ld that before and nothing has hanpened, but I
made my preparatlons and lay down to sieep for awhile. In five minutes

i wag up, or rather I jumped up, for like a volcano spitting iis lava,

the mogt hellish barrage started on us, inexpressable in its intensity,
and a shell hit our dug-out squareiy. The barrage moved up further within
a half hour; and a2t the same time from another dug-out ore of my platoon
leaders ran to me and peintsd to both sides of the hill where the French
soldiers wers already marching behind us in the velley. We jumping out
from the trench with machine guns and hand grenades awaiting us, while at
the same time from the mountein above us - like wild tigers, Americans
and Prench jumped on us and swallowed us up. To resist - even to dream
of it = was impossible. By 6330 all of us were marching as prisoners.
Really this wag the most surprising, === and in its extent, most marvelous
attack I ever saw. All day long we were méved from one place to another
urtil at ¢:30 we arrived, sosked, in & large prison cage; within a wire
fente we lay down in the mud. Tater we received blankets from the
Americans, which war very good of them.

Ogt. 9th = Woke up in the morning at 5 o'clock, We received breakfast.
Yeavens, lovely white bread; a large piete which sven in peace times is
better then sur cakes.  Also meat and vegetables, couserve, snd coffee
t+hat had some kick to it. Din =r, this priceléss bread; a large piece,
meat stew and coffees Afternoon nothing to do. OSupper, meat and vege-
tebles as at breakfast, and that lovely white bread again. If this
keeps un this way T shall even forget that I slept in such & condition.
Tt is royal time the Americans give us. '

{ HEADQUARTIRS FIRST AMERICAN ARMY.
Prisoners Document #204).
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GERMAN OPINION OF THE AMERICAN OCCUPATION.
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THE APPREHENSION AT THME COMING OF AMERICANS.

‘ At OLINGEN (Germany) civilians stated that the Germans had taken
a..considerable quantity of foodstuffs without paying for it, excusing
their actions by saying, "The Americans, who are the biggest robbers
in the world, will take it anyway, when they come".

Extract from Summary of
Intelligence, 3d U.S8.Corps,
November 22, 1918.

*¥any of the clothing stores gave suitc of civilian clothee to the
discharged German soldiers, explaining that their stores would be looted
by the Americans upon their arrivel, so they night as well give them
away.  Al) classes feared the coming of the americans because they
expected retaliation for whut the Qeymans did in BELGIUM and FRANCE.

+utement of Liberated Italian
Prisoners of War.

THE_LESSCN CF BELGIUM

"The Cerman neople thoroughly understand how civilians in Belgium
and Frante wers treated and they will not afford you the excuse or
ovportunity to0 treat themsslves likewise here". VYou need not expect
any trouble whatsoever from the Germen population, beczuse they redlize
that might is against them end they can do nothing.”

ctutement of a German Officer.

Mo one expected any rasistance from Belgium. It was thought that
the army could march right through znd Relgium would afterwards be re-
wairded . Instead she resisted and was destroved. He is a firm
believer in the force of Military necessity. When asked if we would
be justified in destreying this town in case come one person fired at
us he evatded the question and answered: "No one would be foolish enough
to oprose an army in Uermany."  He would meke no prophecies as to the
future of Cermany, tut is afraid that the peace terms will be hard enough
t0 keep her dowvn for at least 20 yéarse. ¥e looks to the United States
to keep the country from being entirely torn to pieces. He does not
like the idea of having foreign troops cuartered here but prefers Ameri-
cang even to (ermans zs they are more considerate and sperndmre money.
There is as much money spent now in the winter as there usually is during
a peaceful summer. In that respect he thinks the people west of the
Rhine are luckier than those on the esast side, He also remarked that
no Amsrican would watch even un- enemy starve.

Interrogation of aAdolph Werner
of RECH.

A MUNICIPALITY WARNDS ITS CITIZENS.

To Qur Fellow GCitizens:

As everybody knows, Arerican troops will occupy the region in
which we live. They eare still at wer with us. DON'T FORGET THAT!
The y have the power of treating you as enemics but b¥ the proclamation
of their General Officers, they have plainly stated that they do not
wish t0 exercise this power as long as you prove yourselves by your con=-
duct worthy of their trust .

FELLOYT CITIZENSY!  Prove yourselves true and loving Rhinelanders
and Germans! Re reserved ond courteous in your behavior, in your recep-
tion neither importunuts nor surly.

Conduct yourselves according to the edicts of the Cormanding
Officer, and ecarry out their ordere exactlyv!
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You -young peoprle, however, must conduct yourselves in 8
specially well~behaved manmer and be assured that otherwise INTERNMENT
and DEPORTATIDN threaten you!

Parents, keep your children in hand, and you, maidens of the
RHINELAND, be modest; don't throw yourselves sway, for your behavior
will not be forgotten: think of your future and the future of (ermany!

Follew our advice and thue will the renown of your Rhenish
homeland be held in high esteem. The Americans will behave well towards
you and make good report of you and will take home with them a feeling
of high regard for us. As the American Chief of Staff assured the
people in TRIER, “Every interference with the freedom of the people
will be avoided, and everything will be carried on just as if there
exiated no occupation®.

The Committee of Public Safety
for the
Community of Rheinbrohl.

Translation of a Document
Fosted in Area of 3d U.S5.Corps.

THEIR FEARS ALLAYED

"From the time the armistice was signed to the entry of your troops
into this village, we did net know just what to do or how to act.
We heard through our returning troops that you Americans were following
them at a short distance. We werdlalso informed that your men were
inclined to be rough, and the impression was left with us that we had
a very serious tite before us., Our own troops tock many things away
with them and at times made forcible entry into our buildings and took
what they wanted. If our own troops acted in this way, what could we
expect from an enemy. When your troops finally reached here, we watched
their every movement with mingled feelings ¢f fear and uncertainty. But
today, after living 24 hours with them, we have n¢ longer any apprehension.
They are wonderfully mild mannered men and a great contrast to the demineer-
ing attitude of ¢ur own soldiers. Your troo¢ps, not even ons, have spoken
a gingle disagreesable word to anyone, and when we offered them wood for
coocking and heating purposes they accepted with what seemed 40 be a cere
tain shyness. They sit in our living rooms with us, and we smoke and
try to hake ourselves understood, This is a great relief when one
considers how the Sexons treated us when ¥hey came through here,”

Statement of the Mayor of
KASCHENBACH.

Statement of Wichel Simon of
NEURBURG .,

"The people of our village were werried at first sbout the occcupe-
tion by American troops. Instructions were given as to how the inhabi-
tants should conduct themselves in order to aveid any unpleasant incident.
Children have constantly talked of the Americans' arrival, and pictured
them es a2 band of wild Indians, However,when the troops arrived, we were
astonished at their behavior and pleasant attitudd toward our people.

The men knecked at our doors, before entering our houses, and agked for

whet they wanted in a kindly manner. Not a single man ac¢ted disagreeably
Cur people could not he more satisfied with the conduct of the American

scldiers."

Interview with the Manzger of
Branch Krupp Factory at SAYN.

He said that he personally had had seme fear as to the treatment
the (drmans wouldreceive froem the iAllied troops of Necupation,but eince
he had seen theAmeric¢ans all his fears had been allayed.
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EDITORIAL COMMENT ON THE ENTRY OF THE AMERICANS

From the “COBLENZER GENERAL ANZEIGER",
of December 13th, 1918,

Yesterday, the 12th of Decerber, & day made memorable two years ago
when the Kaiser made his overture for peace, the American troops entered
the eity. The firtt troops marched in carly in the morning. There
followed a considerable interval until at midday long ¢olums of all
arms passed through, merching in cldse order. I war very much the same
picture as was presentsd Whenlthe ferman troope withdrew Huring the last
few weeks. Halts were made in the open spa @s, draught animals, for
the most part mules, were unhafnessed, and the soldiers had their mide
day messn. On whatever side one looked onmc saw Amerieans. Meny movin g
pictures were taken. The children for the most part surrounded the
field kitchems, and theAmericans distributed sweets emeng them. Thers
was even & band which played its troops through the Ringstrasse. One
can make only the most favorable comment on the attitude of theAmerigan
troeps of ocecupation, for the troops behaved themselves extaremely well.
Among the Americans, there must be a great many:in whose veins flows the
blood of this district.  Among them there is actually one born in
COBLENZ who belongs to an old established family, In his cage, how-
éver, the occupation came too late, for only a few days ago his aged
mother, whe would have been so happy to have seen her son again, died.

From the "BITRURGER ZEITUNG".
December Tth, 1918.

"The oceupation of the City and Circle by the American troops has

-been accomplished so far with no restriction of liberty or circulstion.

The officials and business men work in quiet and undisturbed. Life goes
on as uswl. The meils and railway traffic have necessarily beson in-
terrupted. It is just to acknowledge that theAmerican Military authori.
ties are efficient without harshnese, and tho behavier of the American
troops is wonderfully goed, Not only officers but soldiers ere con-

piderate mdd seem obliging. The Americans teke paine not to make the

occupation appear vesatious. On their side, the 4smericans will heve
obeerved (or, widl have become convinced) that it is far from the inten-
tion of the local populaetion to create any discordance."

A WOMAN'S ACCOUNT OF OUR ARRIVAL.

From American Postal Censorship.

An eye-witness, living in & little towm near COBLENZ, gives us a

_ letter with the following narrative of the entrance of the American

occupation troops inte theRhineland and of the&r conduet in the towm s

© occupsd, At the beginning of his letter this man states: “In writing,

T take it for granted thet this letter %ll get through on acsount of the
telerance of theﬂmﬁricans."-.,.... .-

“Now let us come to theAericans. The march into the wvalley of the
Rhine took place from the direction of the Hunsruck to'the tune of
"Was Nutzet dem Seemann sein Geld", They passed through the town....
in the direction ef COBLENZ, strong young people, ®f whom at least every
tenth man could speak German. These people arrive in a friendly ~ almost
modest - menner, and therefore, averywhere, are given a good and friendly
reception. The harmony between them and the French isvery lukewarm.

-Everywhere one hears strong shiill discords. The French population

shearad the Americans. While the French sdldiers peid twe fancs for a
bottle of wins the Americans were made to pey 4, 6, and even 8 Francs.
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"The supplies of theAmericens are excellent: Clean white bread,
just as white as ever were our best cakes; plenty of meexnt, always serve
ed with potatoes and sauce. The supply trains come in continuously.
Hey, straw, everything, is brought along. ‘

"While on duty the relations between men and officers afe very
strict, but on the other hand, when off duty, they are without constraint.
The officers sit in the same cafe rooms with their men. When one sees
the supplies, the materiel, etc., one i= obliged to laugh at the imegine-
tion of our marine heads who praised the y-boats as a victor over the
Entente. Every men has his cloth coat and his waterproof coat, his
lea ther shoes and rubber shoes, etc. There is no evidence of lack of
diseipline or of disobedience. Rumors to that effect are simply fairy
tales spread by the Kultur of Kiel and Berlin. During the entrance of
the Americans, the population lined the streets, displayed curioceity,
remaining quiet. The soldiers distributed chocolate.among the children,
et ¢., thus laying the foundations of friendship. The Americans all
state that they are not our ememies, but thaet they were pressed inte
sorvice, etc.". '

THE $ONTRAST WITH THE GERMAN PASSAGE.

Statement by Mr. Seul, Mayor of WELLING . .
"Our city is besieged by American troops. Everywhere one looks
your troops are either on the march through the town or thronging the
streets, and you seem to possess automobiles of every description.
Our people look wonderingly on at all this. , Until the scond of this
month German troops also pessed through here, but what a- contrast!
Instead of the drderly march of the Americans, our troops marched with4
cut any formation whatever. The almost kindly manner of your men .
toward our people is in marked contraet to the gruff behavior oflvbr_UWn
goldiers, Befére your iroops ever came, here, we heafj from dur own
soldiers what an extraordinary fine cldds df men you had - all young
and strong,

"Ir their letters our soldiers told us to hope that American troops
rather than English or French would occupy this territory. But even -
then, we feared and wondered what your attitude toward us would be.
After the shameless way our own troops behaved, demanding and stealing
what they wanted, what would and enemy do ? But we now know, and are
much pleased.

Interview with Karl Schramem,
LANDSTRUMER of ZERMULLEN.

The American troops show much more consideration for the private
rights of the inhabitants of the village than did the Germen troops.

Statement of Heinrich Hoffman,
of NOHN.

He states that the conduct of the American soldiers has been much

better than that of the Germans; that there is no particularly hard feel-
ing ageinst the Americans except that the Germans were disappointed as
they expected America to be with them, largely because of the fact that
nearly every family has friends or relatives in America. He himself
has two undles and two brothers living in New York rud states thet he
¢ould not undérstand how the Germans in Americe could fight against the
Germans in Germany.

Statement of M. Erasmi,

of KYLBURG.,

" When questioned as to the conduct of thefmerican troops, M. Erasmi
stated thet "“the Armericans can very well serve ac an example for our
own troops whose behavior as they passed through here was none too good™,



Statement of Antonne Xleist,
Ex. Sgt., of STIMROPEN.

He is gled the war is over and that they were fortunate enought
to secure the Americans in occupying their territory. The Americans
are more eonsiderate of the rights of the psople than the German troops
wher. they were returning through this country.

SOME GERMANS PREFER AMERICANS PO FRENCH -OR BRITISH.

Interrogation of the Burgomaster
of AHRWEILER.

The Burgomaster states that he always has bsen and is a patriotis
German and therefore he cannot look upon any army of ocoupation with
pleasure. He states, however, thatthe population prefers an American
army of occupation to any other for #he thinks that there are no historical
causes for enmity between America and Germany. The Germans als¢ looked
upon the Americans during the mar with a feeling of kindliness because
they were s¢ many people of German descent in America.

Interrogetion of Aloyvs Yansen
of "TIMBACH.

In regard to their feeling for the Amsricans, he admitted tha& they
did not love them but as the country had to be ogcupied by troops of
some nation under the terms of the armistice, they were far better pleased
16 have American trboeps then those 6f Englend oy France. He has no
idea of what the future of theRhénibh provinces will be nor aff the peece
terms but the people in general desire an indépendent state, if possible,
uncer the protectiondf America, but realizing that this ia imPOSSiblaa
under the protection of & German confederation.

He doss not think there will be any opposition shown anywhere within

the occupied distticts as they hed been warned by thé discharged Germen
sodliers of the tonsequeneces 6f opveeing in any way en organized army.

Interrogation of Michel £ppel,
Burgomaster of Réch.

The people are well saticfied and have no ¢omplaint to ‘make against
the occupation by fhe American soldiers, being édnvinced that if scoldiers
must be here the Americans am vrobably prefersble to thoae of any other
army including the German army He also kaid it wes & good thing for
the local inhabiternts becausa of the largs &mount of moneyspent by our
men »

Interrogation of Herr Sternms,
Cafe Cwmer, BEUL.

This man hae been & pronristor of e eafe for eight years. He speaks
very bighly of theAmerican soldier and thinks that it was luck for the
people that Amerieans were chosen for this district.

He thinks it is strange that the Americans, having spent so short
a time in the army, can adept themselves to any condition that presents
itself. He remarked thet on the day the soldiers came to this town all
were surprised at the orderly way the Americans conducted themselves.

He said that he had never known a regiment of Germen soldiers to come
here end behave themselves in such an orderly manner. Gorman soidiers
were always brutal to servants and destroyed & great deal of property.

e —— e
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Statements of a prominent citizen
and an ex-Cerman Officer of NOHN.

The American Army of Occupation has shown them clearly that our

sort of government is very desirable, because our troops, coming as a
conquering body of men, treat the citizems of the ocvupied towns with
much more consideration than do the retreating soldiers of their wwn

country. Above all, we are everywhere constantly hymned with peeans

of thanksgiving that we are Americans, because the civilians and dis=-
charged soldiers both fear that theFrench and English (especially the
tormer) wish to and may overstep the terms of the armistice, in order
te gain a personal revenge.

Extract from Summary of Intelligence,
B%h Di—’?', Jan. 2’ 19190

Waxweiler - One man - a discharged soldier - does not understand
why America is keeping her troops here to guard Allied interests when
it is apparent that the terms of the armistice are being fulfilled.

He said that he would rather billet American troops than either the
French or British. The inhabitants ab large are very much interested
in whether the United States has transported overseas all the troops

she had in training. They say that ¥he feeling in the larger towns

in the interior is still very bitter and if the United GStates troops
should attempt to occupy some of the m towns it would be only a question
a8 10 the time when hostilities would begin again, The people are
~trying to be friemdly but it is with an effort on their part.

From Interrogation of Herr Baostgen,
Curate of MURLENBACH.

)

The curate speaks very good French and assures us that COBLENTZ
will welecome the Americans, as people know they come &s friends, not
as enemies., He ®tates that the inhabitérts in the Zone of American
Occupation are exiremely thankful that the troops are ngither French
nor English., He also states that the inhabitants have purchased
American Flags for dieplay when our troops enter the town.

‘Statement of Karl Felder
of NIEDER BREISIG.

"The'people here hate the French more than they do the British.
They much prefer the Americens as troops of occupation. Since the

Americans have arrived the German people have learned to like them."”

Interview with the Miller of
NIEDERCHE.

He is ons of thres brothers, two of whom served in the German army,
while the third is employed as an engineer in New ¥ork. He is in the
main inclined to be friendly to American troops and expresses relief
that it is they and not the Freneh or British who are occupying the
Rhineland provinces.

Interview with H. Schaeffer,
Schoolmaster of UNKELBACH.

The people of the loecslity are pleased with the American occupttiion
and frequently express gratitude that it is the Americans who are cccupy-

ing their towna, ’
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Interrogation of Wilheim Kalter,
Oof METTNERNICH-SQUARE,

Kalter, as an emplloyee of the street railway of Coblenz, has had
a good opportunity to know what the people say and think. He wsays
the people have no complaints to make as to the conduct of the Americens
and that, after reading newspaper accounts of the occupancy of several
cities by the French and British, they are pleased that the Ameritans
are in this sector. He expressed surprise at the number of Americen
troops and said that the last report they had was there were 1,800,000
Americans in EBurppe.

Interrogation of Peter Bertram,
Shopkeeper of DERNAU.

As in statements made by others the warm reception given the
American troops is not so much due to the fact that they like us as it
is to the fact that they like the French and English less. Repoerts are
circulating through this part of the country at the present time of
i1l treatment rsceived by the people around COLOGNE from the English
troops. These reports have not been confirmed but they are generally
known and talked about among the Qerman people all of whichceuses bitter-
ness of feeling egainst our Allies and increased liking for our own
troops against whom no such rumors have been started.

Interrogation of Jacob Schwarz,
a discharged German soldier.

The feeling toward the French is wery bitter while the attitude
toward the English is one of utter dislike, The Americans are not
hated &6 are the other Allies although everyone considers them, as
they are, enemieg of Germbny.

PRAISE FOR _THE CONDUCT OF AMERICAN TROOPS.

Interrogation of Herr Schmidt,
of DERNAU.

He considers the American troops good soldiers but not as well dis-
ciplined as the Germans. The inhabi nts are very well satisfied with
the treatment they have re civedffom the Americans and aere not unfriend-
lytoward us.

42n¢ Div. Sum, of Int. #188.
pe¢. 15, 19138.

Statement of the Mayor of
GROSSLITTEEN.

"In my town herp, I can safely say that no feelings of enmity exists
toward your troops and for my part never really has existed.” )

S\-’ﬂn. Of Into #20, Decu 5-6’ 19183

Statement of Mr, Kalb of
MONTABAUR.,

"'he Americans have proved themselves very courteous and have
inflicted no inconvenience on the eivil population.

It it evident that they do not hate us as do the French, who have
been taught to hatc ever since school."

1st Div. Sum. of Int. #105.
Pec. 17th, 1918.
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Interrogation of Blasius Steffens,
of KELBERG. :

Mr. Steffens stated that the peaple in the town are admiring the
clean=-cut American soldiers, who treat everybody with doneideretion.

3rd Army Corps, Sum of Int. #25.
December 10th, 1918.

Interrogation of Joseph Gorres,
of MAYSCHOSS.

He has billeted Americans in his home each dey since they arrived
in Germany and expresses himself as highly pleesed at thsir conduct.

4gnd Div Sum. of Imt. #198.
December 25«26, 1918.

From Interrogation of . Andrew Estin
of NEUENAHR.

Herr Estin thinks very hgghly of theAmericen soldier, having several
billeted with him in his house and is impressed with their liberality,
their democratic ideals and their eftituds towards the German people.

42nd Div. Sum. of Int. #234.
January 31st-Feb. 1, 1919.

Stetement of the Ortsversieher,
of BALESFELD. :

"We have no complaint to make of the condutt of the American troops.
they are all gone row, but while they were here I received not & single
complaint in regard to them. They are honest, and have thken nothing
witheut payment.”

3rd Army Corps. Sum of Int. #23.
Decembsr 8+9%, 1918.

Statement of Mr, Meier,
of MURLENBACH,

"We are very well pleased with the conduet of the American troops.
I have not heard of a single disagreeable incident!"

3rd Army Corps. Sum. of Int. #19.
Decembar 4-5th,1918.

Extract #f & letter from Army Brunieudorf,
of PFAFFENDORF,.

There are quite 2 few Americans here at present. We have four at
our home while the other house is used as & clothing store room. But we
have no complaint to make. They are & very courteous peopls,

3rd Army Daily Resume,
17¢h April, 1919.
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THE AMERICANS BRING BUSINESS.,

The commercial instinct of theGermans has done much to smooth rela-
tions with theArmy of Occupation. Allowed to carry on their industries
with little or no interference, they have shown Woth 'ingenuity and enter-
prise in offering wares that appeal to our soldiers.. In addition to the’
usual souvenirs and standard articles, they have promptly obtained stocks
¢ insignia, service stripes, books in Epplish and numerous other things
for which there was no market before our arz’sal. This has meent increased
prosperity for the (ermans with its accompanying cheerfulness and good
will and had reduced any tendency toward friction on our part. Rela=-
tions have at all times been very satisfactorys

Extract from Summary of
Intelligence, 42nd Div. #248.
February 13, 1919.

~ A jewdher in the area states that nearly all the gold wags teken

-up by the government in 1916 so that practically none of the jewelry o=1d
to the American soldiers for souvenirs is of gold. He further states
that an immense profit is ¥king made on thesa souvenire, sometimes a8
much as 500%.

Extract from Summary of Intelligence
#91. -3rd Army Corps.,
Feb. 15th, 1919.

Interrogation of Herr Stenzel,
of BROHL. -

Stenzel runs a notion store in Brohl, where among other things
‘candy and cookies are sold to Americans soldiers. He bought them "on
the efide” at prices very much above that which is ususl. He can afford
to pay these prices and yet make a profit becuase the American soldiers
will pay the price that he must ask, while the ecivil population would h
not., That the selling of flour and sugar products to Americans is wrong
he admits, for it tends to further reduce a food supply which at besi
will hardly last throught the next month; but he sayd that he must do
something to make a living and theAmericans occupation affords him the
orrortunity.

42nd Div. Sum, of Int. 7234,
Jan. 30th, 31st, 1919,

Intertogation of Anton Liersch,
Postal Agent at DERNAU,

Thé Afeficans are very well liked &s their Behavior has been goed
and they hdve in no way disturbed the tivil populatien.. The people
are unable $¢ urﬂeratdnd why at timée the gmericah soldier pays sueh
prices for articled, 6f4eh paying more than is msked. = There has been
no increase in pr;ceb dlfing the occupancy of tha soldiers.,

42nd Div. Sum: 6f Int. #189.
December 16-17, 1918.

From Daily Resume; 3rd U.S.Army.

May 3, 1919.

Extrnct from 8 letter f