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SCENARIO: WET GAP CROSSING
European Theater of Operations Competition Below Armed Conflict

Thousands of civilian refugees fearing open hostilities seek food, medical care, and safety  
S-UAV are regularly employed by state and non-state actors to observe and harass operations
The HBCT commander faces the challenge of maintaining tempo without alienating the local 
population

DE INTERMEDIATE FORCE CAPABILITIES (DE IFC):
Soldiers order the crowd to stay away from bridging operations using an Acoustic Hailing Device 
(AHD) in local dialects  
Some attempt to approach the bridge as the final sections are moved into position completing 
the span.  Repeated attempts to stop them with voice commands fail 
Soldiers engage non-compliant individuals with the Active Denial System (ADS) to deter their 
action.  ADS creates a brief intolerable heating sensation on targets, stopping their attempt to 
breach the perimeter
UAS with an unknown payload is detected approaching the bridging operation.
ADS engages the UAS, bringing it down a safe distance from the bridge
Unknown civilian vehicle approaches the bridge
Soldiers warn the driver with their Common Remotely Operated Weapon Station (CROWS)-
mounted dazzling laser and AHD
When vehicle fails to stop, Soldiers engage with vehicle-mounted RF Vehicle Stopper.  The RF 
Vehicle Stopper transmits a high-power radio frequency beam that neutralizes and stops the 

engine  

OPERATIONAL IMPACT: 
IFCs improve Joint Forces ability to maintain effective OPSTEMPO during competition below 
armed conflict by:

Enabling proportionate and discriminate use of force
Reduce Risk of Unnecessary Escalation
Addressing unpredictable and ambiguous threats
Minimizing civilian casualties and collateral damage
Building Partner Capacity
Increasing the competitive space

EMERGING IFCs featured: ADS (Counter-UAS); RFVS; CROWS
CURRENT IFCs featured: AHD; ADS (Counter-Personnel); 
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Current vs. Advanced Technology 
IFC Initiatives/Concepts

Next Generation Capabilities

Dazzling Lasers
(Short Range)

Flashbang Stun
Grenades

Acoustic Hailers

Stingball 
Grenade

40mm  
Munitions 
(Blunt Impact, 

Flashbang, RCAs)

Tethered TASER
(Short Range)

12 Gauge
Munitions            

(Blunt Impact, Flashbang, RCAs)

Current Capabilities
Escalation of Force CROWS Concept for 

IFC Kit
(Projected Demo - FY23)

Spike Strips

Remotely Deployed 
Vehicle Stopping Nets

Human Effects Risk 
Characterization




