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DEDICATED TO THE BRAVE OFFICERS AND MEN WHO FO



JGHT AND DIED UNDER THE BANNER OF THE EIGHTH ARMY



GENERAL OF THE ARMY DOUGLAS MACARTHUR
SUPREME COMMANDER FOR THE ALLIED POWERS




NO ARMY OF THIS WAR HAS ACHIEVED GREATER

GLORY AND DISTINCTION THAN THE EIGHTH

@7«“ A

GENERAL OF THE PACIFIC

When as Supreme Commander of the Occupation, General of the Army Douglas
MacArthur made his dramatic entry into Japan he climaxed one of the mos! outstanding
military careers in United States history.

The military epic that is General MacArthur's life story started from the day of his
birth. He was born the son of Lieutenant General Arthur MacArthur in Little. Rock, Arkansas,
where his father was statiomed al the time. Raised in an army atmosphere, it was natural
that he should enter the United States Military Academy. On June 11th 1903, he graduated
at the head of his class with the commission of a second lieutenant of Engineers.

Shortly after leaving West Point the youthful MacArthur was on his way across the Pacific
bound for the Philippine Islands—the land which was in the years to come to furnish the sefting
for the greatest chapters of his life. His assignment on engineer construction work gave him
an early opportunity to study the Philippine people and the Islands.

He reiurned to the States, only to be reassigned to the Orient in October 1905 to serve
as aide to his father who. was then on duty in Tokyo. A secret mission which was entrusted
to him at the time afforded him additional opportunity to travel in the countries of the Far East.
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Following his tour in Japan he served as Aide to President Theodore Roosevelt until 1907.
During these years, he developed many friendships with the leaders of the Washington administration
and government which were lo last through the adventurous years to come and served him in good
stead when later confronted with the gigantic task which came before him.

The ten years following his White House aclivities were filled with professional assignments and
duties which served to broaden his experiences and deepened his brilliant understanding of military
affairs and requirements. Four years with the General Staff climaxed this period of endeavor prior
to our entrance into the First World War.

It was at this time that General MacArthur conceived the idea of the Rainbow Division — the
Division that was destined to serve so gallantly. As Chief of Staff he was instrumental in direcling
its organization and training. He arrived with the Division in France in October 1917

His World War service encompassed practically all of the major offensives. In turn he served
in the Vanvouleure, La Franche and Rolamont training areas; end later in the Luneville, Baccarat,
Esperance-Souain sectors.  Following these actions he was engaged in the Champagne-Marne
defensive, and in the Aisne-Marne offensive. He was in command of the 84th Infantry Brigade when
that organization went through the poignant days of the St. Mihiel, Essey and Pannes, Woevre,
Meuse-Argonne and Sedan offensives. The General then assumed command of the 42nd Division
until November of 1918 ; completing his foreign tour with the Army of Occupation.

After the close of the war, General MacArthur served in the office of the War Department
Chief of Staff.

When in 1919 he started a four-year term as Superintendent of the West Point Military Academy,
General MacArthur saw an opportunity to moderize the training and improve the administrative and
executive.offices of the Academy. Many gradiates of these years are the leaders who ditécted
the streamlined victory of this war.

General MacArthur added three more tours of duty in the Philippines during the years of 1922-
1925; 1928-1930; and 1935-1936. His 1928 assignment to the Philippines was that of Philippine
Department Commander. In 1935 he became Military Adviser to the Commonwealth of the Philippines ;
and in 1936 Fieid Marshal of the Philippine Army.

From 1930 to 1935, General MacArthur served as Chief of Staff of the U. S. Army, an assign-
ment for which his earlier duties qualified him preeminently. The effects of these years as Chief of
Staff were far reaching and effectively constructive.

When he was retired from the Army in 1937 his withdrawal from public office lasted léss than
four years. As conditions in the Orient became increasingly critical, President Roosevelt again called
on Pacificwise General MacArthur, this time to assume command of the United States Army Forces
in the Far East.

In March, 1942, President Roosevelt directed General MacArthur to leave Corregidor and
establish our outpost in Australia. There he was to organize and prepare to lead our forces back



for the liberation of the Philippines. In mid-April, General MacArthur was given the Command of the
Southwest Pacific Area; and heading this command he began the long march which was to end in
Japan with the complete surrender of the Japanese Empire.

As Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers in Japan, his policies have transformed Japan from
a ruthless military dictatorship into a democratic government and in the short period of its existence
under his guidance, its leaders have formulated and adopted one of the world’s most enlightened
constitutions. The Japanese now have freedom of thought, speech, and religion; militarism has been
destroyed, both as a factor in international policy and as a national ideal; land reform is transforming
feudal peasants into self-respecting landowners; the strength of the Zaibatsu, which lowered the living
standards and stifled the free economic life of Japan, has been broken, and much progress has been
made in the restoration of the peacetime economy of the nation. In his wisdom, General MacArthur has
not imposed these reforms from above but has insisted that the Japanese bring about these changes
through their government by democratic processes. In doing so he has won the admiration of the
world and the respect of the Japanese people. In a world where many nations are torn by internal
strife, Japan under the guidance of the Supreme Commander has been a8 model of constructive progress
and has made rapid strides toward the day when it will take a respected place among the nations.
The concept which has guided General MacArthur throughout the occupation was indicated in a state-
ment he made on the second anniversary of Japan's defeat:

“"History records no other instance wherein the military occupation of a conquered
people has been conducted with the emphasis placed as it has been here, upon moral values
involved between victor and vanquished. Right rather than might has been the criterion.’’

fn recognition of his outstanding services as a soldier and statesman General MacArthur has
been awarded the following decorations and awards by the people of the United States and nations
the world over:

Congressional- Medal of Honor French Grand Cross of the Legion of Honor
Distinguished Service Cross with Two Oak Leaf Clusters « Greek Medal of Valor

Distinguished Service Medal with Two Oak Leaf Clusters
Distinguished Service Medal {Navy)

Silver Ster with Six Oak Leaf Clusters

Bronze Ster Medal

Air Medal

Purple Heart with Osak Leaf Cluster

Australian Pacific Star

Belgian Commander Order of Crown

British Knight Grand Cross of the Bath

Chinese Grand Cordon of Pas Ting
Czechoslovakian Grand Cross Order of White Lion
Ecuadorian First Class Decoration Abdon Calderon
French Grand Officer Legion of Honor

Legion of Honor Fourragere (French)

French Croix de Guerre with Four Palms

Guatemala Cross of Military Merit of the First Order
Hungerien Grand Cross Order of Military Merit
Italian War Cross

Italian Grand Cordon Order of the Crown

Mexicen Grand Cross of Militery Merit

Netherlands Knight Grand Cross of the Order of Orange-
Nassau with Swords (Military Division)

Philippine Medal of Valor

Philippine Distinguished Service Star

Philippine Defense Medal

Philippine Liberation Medal

Polish Grand Croix Polonia Restituta

Polish Virtutae Militaire

Rumanian Grand Cross Order of Military Merit
Yugoslavien Grand Cross Order of White Eagle
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L1. GEN. ROBERT L. EICHELBERGER
COMMANDING EIGHTH U. 5. ARMY



TO THE TROOPS OF THE EIGHTH ARMY

The accomplishments and victories of the '‘Amphibious Eighth”’ may be viewed with pride
and with the realization that they will go down in history as outstanding achievements.

To all who valiantly served to overcome an aggressive adversary that at the end viclory
might be assured and that the ideals of our country might be perpetuated, | extend my hearl-
felt gratitude. And to those for whom there was no returning we extend our solemn pledge
that their death shall not have been in vain - - -

Since our victorious entry into Japan well over two years ago it has been our privilege
to serve as occupational forces to implement the policies and to execute the directives of our
Supreme Commander, General of the Army Douglas MacArthur. The mission of the occupa-
tion has been one to challenge your best qualities as soldiers and as proponents of the demo-
cratic way of life. In both you have served your country welll

May you who have served or are serving with the Eighth know that it is you who have

provided its glory and distinction. W?#L/
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1945, the Commanding General of the Eighth Army stood on the deck of the battleship, ““U. S. S.
Missouri,”’ proud in his knowledge of the part he had played in bringing the Japanese to their knees.

Two years have passed since the day of the surrender. General Eicheiberger as Ground Force
Commeander is still in Japan, his divisions spread from Hokkaido to Kyushu; the people are placid
and are working hard to absorb the principles of democracy ; the soldiers are noted for their exem-
plory conduct. His administration of the Occupation has been a success.

To this great commander, leader, and administrator, for his outstanding services the United States
and other nations of the world have presented high honors and awards. These indications of

appreciation and esteem are presented herewith :

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS: Ffor extraordinary
heroism in action, 28 June to 3 July 1919, while serving as
Assistant Chief of Staff,.G-2, American Expeditionary Force,
Siberia.

OAK LEAF CLUSTER TO THE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE
CROSS : For heroism in action in New Guinea during the
Papuan Campaign, 23 July 1942 to 8 January 1943.
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL: As Assistant Chief of
Steff, G-2, for his conspicuous service with the American
Expeditionary Force, Siberia.

FIRST OAK LEAF CLUSTER TO THE DISTINGUISHED
SERVICE MEDAL: As Commanding General, | Corps, for
meritorious service in the Southwest Pacific Area from 24
January 1943 10 19 August 1944,

SECOND OAK LEAF CLUSTER TO THE DISTINGUISHED
SERVICE MEDAL: As Commanding General of the Eighth
Army from September 1944 to May 1945, he commanded
operalions in meny islands of the Philippine Archipelago
and destroyed organized lJapanese resistance on them in a
series of mesterful amphibious operations.

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL {NAVY): For excep-
tionally meritorious service to the Government of the United
States in @ duty of grest responsibility as Commanding
General, | Corps, the Papuan Campaign, Southeastern New
Guinea, from 25 August 1942 to 23 January 1943.

SILVER STAR: for gallantry in action in Luzon, Philippine
Islands, on 3 February 1945.

FIRST OAK LEAF CLUSTER TO SILVER STAR: For gallentry
in action at Biak, Netherlands East Indies, on 23 June 1944.
SECOND OAK LEAF CLUSTER TO SILVER STAR: for
gallentry in action at Daveo, Mindanao, Philippine Islands,
on 4 May 1945.

LEGION OF MERIT: For performance of outstanding
service as Commanding General, 77th Division, in 1942,
BRONZE STAR MEDAL: For heroic achievement in con-
nection with militery operations on Zamboanga, Mindanao,
Philippine Islends, 1 to 12 March 1945,

AIR MEDAL: For meritorious achievement while participat-
ing in aerial flights in the Southwest Pacific Area from 1
December 1942 to 1 August 1945.

PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION: Headquarters, | Corps,
for Buna Campaign, 1943.

OAK LEAF CLUSTER PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION:
11th Airborne Division, for operation south of Manila,
february 1945,

HONORARY KNIGHT COMMANDER OF THE MILITARY
DIVISION OF THE MOST EXCELLENT ORDER OF THE
BRITISH EMPIRE: For courageous and valient leadership
as Commender of the Buna Sector of the Papuan Campaign.
GRAND OFFICER OF THE ORDER OF ORANGE-NASSAU
WITH SWORDS: Awarded by Queen Wilhelmina of
Holland for liberation of Hollandia and Biak.
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE STAR OF THE COMMON-
WEALTH OF THE PHILIPPINES : For meritorious service
rendered in the reconquest and liberation of the Philippines.
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OPERATION CORONET

SHOWING MAJOR GROUND COMBAT ELEMENTS ALLOCATED FOR THE OPERATION

He was given two reinforced divisions; the 24th, under Major General Roscoe B. Woodruff; and the
31st, under Major General Clarence A. Martin. Initisl plans for & landing at Maslabang 30 miles
north of Cotabato were changed enroute when Colonel Wendell W. Fertig's guerrilla information
showed that the Japanese were withdrawing from the area and that guerrillas had occupied the
objective airstrip. On April 17th, the 24th Division effected their main landing at Parang, 10 miles
north of Cotabato; only a battalion went in at Malabang. The [ollowing day, Colabalo was taken
amphibiously. The unpredictable Japanese, caught unaware, could attempt no sirong defensive action
at any point; so the Eighth Army utilized the opporiunity with a quick thrust toward Davao.

At the same lime, an attempl was initiated to secure as a line of supply the twisting, treacherous
waterways of the great Mindanao River which paralleled the Davao Road atf its midpoint. Mounted
in the heavily-armed assault craft of the amphibious 3rd Engineer Special Brigade, commanded by
Brigadier General David A. D. Ogden, a regiment attacked up the river line. Both the overland and
waterborne expedition advanced rapidly. Brushing aside minor resistance, they reached the halfway
point across the island in @ four-day drive. The enemy forces in the north were now cut off from
those around Davao. The river route proved useable and the poor road was abandoned as a main
line of supply.

Our unexpectedly rapid advance to the center of the island placed us within siriking distance of
Davao Gulf and created a remarkable opporfunity to assault the Davao Gulf positions from their
defenseless rear before the Japanese could prepare adequate defenses. The situatlion was reminiscent
o| Singapore. General Woodruff did not hesitate. While the 31st moved up to strike northward
loward Macajalar Bay, he sped on to Davao Gulf. April 27th, just 10 dBYS after the landing at
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Parang, the 24th reached the gulf. The beachhead which was now established did away with the
long and tenuous overland rcute, and supplies could be brought in directly by sea.

The same day the gulf was reached, General Woodruff attacked northward up the coastal road.
His objective was Davao City, Three days later he had captured the city, while the enemy dug in
above Davao for a fight to the finish.

The 24th Division, which was strung out for 50 miles along the inadequate narrow road, knifed
deep into an enemy force numbering 30,000.

General Eichelberger proclaimed the achievement as one of the bright pages of the war. The
rapid exploitation and the fearless, offensive action had reduced a [our months’ job to a two weeks' task.

With the taking of Davao City, the sirategic victory was won; but one of the most brutal land
battles of the Philippines Compaign had just started.

The 31st Division ran into real trouble. The rainsosked, rutted road disintegrated rapidly. This
eventuality was anticipated, however, and while General Martin's spearhead thrust forward, supplied
largely by air, 1he 108th Regimental Combat Team, commanded by Brigadier General Robert O. Shoe
of the 40th Division landed at Macajalar Bay to secure a new coastal base. landing on May 10th,
the force fought southward against sporadic delaying action to join with the 31st Division 13 days
later. The new supply road was soon in operation and the lwo forces merged to destroy the enemy
area which had [aded into the mountains east of the road. By the 10th of June, the remnents of the
enemy had been driven into the hills to starve or die of disease.

It took General Woodruff’'s 24th Division nearly two months of hard fighting to desiroy the

29









BCOF

General Eichelberger, have our country’s flag unfurled and in Tokyo's sun let it wave in ils
full glory as a symbol of hope for the oppressed and as a harbinger of victory for the right.

By mid-October Eighth Army had completed its primary mission of occupying northern Honshu
woothly, rapidly, and efficiently the troops of three corps, consisting of seven divi-
ental combat teams, look up their occupation posts in Japan, During this time
jsited the men of his command impressing them with the thought that they were
the United States of America. Sixth Army, which had been assigned Southern
d Kyushu, completed its part of the occupation mission by the end of October.
746, with the inactivation of the Sixth Army, Eighth Army ook over the occupation
of Japan with its 75,000,000 population. Al peak sirength, late in 1945, the two Armies had a total
strength of nearly half a million men. Six months later there remained only one army with a strength
well under 200,000. Nevertheless the occupation was running smoothly and quietly—a siluation many
had thought impossible at the beginning.

The most bitter war in Pacific history had left Japan prostrate. Small groups of dazed, weary-
eyed Japanese stared silently and impassively at the first Americans to lend. The drab ruins of
Yokohama were almost deserted, particularly by the women who had [led to the country in terror of
t first the American velerans were wary —a few days before they had been waging
gainst these people — yet [irmness lo duty was combined with an admirable restraint
y came nol as arrogant conquerors in & defeated land but to uphold the traditions
for which they [ought. The nalural [riendliness of the Gl and the cooperative attitude of the Japanese
quickly overcame fears and prejudices. The lesson these soldiers taught has had a Iremendous
impact on Japanese thought. After a year of occupation, General MacArthur could say :




THE ZONES OF RESPONSIBILITY

I wish lo pay Iribute to the magnificent conduct of the hoops. With few exceplions they
could be teken as a model for all lime as a conquering army ... Nothing has so tended to impress
Japanese thought — not even the catastrophic fact of military defeat itself. They have for the first
lime seen the free man’s way of life in actual operation and it has stunned them lo new thoughts
and new ideas.

Whereas bands of demobilized soldiers and underground organizations might have been expected
to wage guerrilla warfare or offer resistance in other ways, neither of these potentialities developed
Occupational personnel travel casually and unarmed throughout Japan and mingle freely with a co-
operative populace which almost universally shows great respect for, but little fear or resentment
toward, the American. Arms have nol been carried except when on duly since the [irst weeks of the
occupation. The number of overt acts agains! occupational personnel have been so limited and so
minor in nature as to be almost negligible.

The Japanese who had [earfully speculated concerning their fate as they [irst watched our troops
from the shadows of their ruined cities now have new hope and faith in the future. With civil rights
which heretofore they have never enjoyed, with the rebuilding of their cities, and with the restoring
of their peacetime economy all eyes are hopefully turned toward the eventual peace.

Eighth Army had accomplished its initial mission—to bring in troops and occupy the strategic areas
and governmental centers of Japan—but that was only part of the job. “‘Mercy teams’ had been
organized to expedite the release of the thousands of Allied prisoners in Japanese slockades. These
leams arrived in Yokohama on August 30th along with the advance echelon of Eighth Army. They
were aided by United States planes which swooped over the prison camps to drop food and supplies.
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