M
1] = . tatit,

5 :

0 3
BEslHE

S
R
- L. “g

-

-It.l..h

T
"?ﬁ:' T

SiFsey 3
et
SRR

R

R T e




BOOK
11

©-3 W W

WV ® 3 W\ PW o

MONT BLANC

 Study of Mont Blanc Operations as prepared by the Historical Section.,

Narrative account of Mont Blanc Operatlons as glven at Army Center

of Artillery Studies A.E.F.

Data on thé Operatlons of the 8d Division at Mont Blanc as translated
from French sources.

Field ©rders of 2d Division.

Journal of Operations of 2d Divisions

Report of Operations of 2d Division.

Narrative account of 2d Battalion 9th Infantry at Mont Blanc.

Data on aperatzons 36th Division at Mont Blanc -

GENERAL INDEX TO MAPS

' ap 1/10 000 Att:.gny

Map 1/10, 000 Tahure

Map 1/10,000  Juniville ‘

Map = combination of Attlgny, Tahure and Juniville showing zones of
Frénch division and 36th Division on October 7, 1918.

Map = showing operations of 2d DlVlSlon in Champagne w1th French )
IVth Army October 3 =19, 1918,

- Map showing lines of maneuver and zones of 2d Division at Blanc Mont,

Map/show1np zones of action and position of units of 2d Division on

(sketch)varxous dates in Blanc Mont operationi

Map (Sketuh) show;ng position of artillery supportlng 2d vamslon at
Blanc Mont on various dates, . .
Kocation map. of artillery for Blanc Mont Operations
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BLANC MOWT.

OPERATIONS OF THE 2D AUD 36TH DIVISIONS WITH THE
FOURTH FRENCH ARY IN CHALPAGNE IN OCTOBER, 1918.

N

Maps: Tahtre, 1/20000; Attigny, 1/20000; Ste Marie,
1/20000. - ,

The Blanc Mont operatwon is . classed by the’ A“erﬂcans ‘25 a part of the
Meuse=Argonne offen51ve, but in g broader sense it was a part of the general
of fensive that extended along the entlre front ‘of the Allied Armies between
switzerland ‘and the- "Eaglish Chamnel, = A1l of the armies were engated in a
converging attack -- the Eritish toward Cazbrai, the French east ahd west
of Rheims toward the Aisne, and the Americans toward Sedan and Mezieres.
The result of these operations, if succesoful;’wbuld be to clear the Germans
from France and Belgium, prevent the withdrawal of a large part of ‘them
into’ Gormany, ‘and also prevent the removal ¢f the supplies accumulated in
Belgium, 'T his would be effected by the cutting of the Carlgaan-Sedan
ilezieres ralgway systen, and tne cutt ng or threauen*ng of “the northern'
system ‘through Liegé. = _

" 'The reduction of the St. kihiel sallent Wwe.s prellnlnary to the mein
operation, which commenced on September 264 'In the main operatlob the First.
American Army advanced in and east of the Argonne forest. ~The Fourth French
Army, in vwhose sector the Blanc Mont operation occurred, advanced west of
the forest. Thus a successful advance by both armies would lessen German
registance in the dlfxzcult ‘country covered by the ‘woodse

‘When the Germans were thrown back in the first battle of tne Jlarne in
1914, +the lineé stablllzea in Champawne about halfway between Souain (5~
kllometers north of Sulppes) and oowwe—Py. It passed through Navarin Farm
and it-was in this vicinity that the 21st Corps of the Fourth French Army
attacked when tze Ieuﬁe—Arvonne operatlon started on oeptember 26, '

The French, prior to their attack in this querter, had called upon
Gen Pershing for assistance, and the orders transferring the two divisiong

“that later on part1c1pated 1n Wt ‘were issued by cenpral headquarnere on Sep~
-tember 23,

Attacking September 26 on the Navarin Farm llve ‘the let French Corpg
had succeeded in aava.c1ug abouwt "9 'k17dmeﬁu?s, iorc;ng the Germans to aban-
don their successive lines unt*l, ‘on geptember 30, the lgtter-were 1oldlng -
the rearmost’ line of the Main position. North of "BgumeP Py" this llne conslstu ,
éd of the Drussmnw,Jlbe, and Tssen trenches and it was the resistance
offered by thegé trenches that had stopped the French advance when the 2d
American Division relieved “tiem here oi’ the night of ortober 1m20 '

The 24 DlVISLOR nad n&wt1c1putec in the 5t. Hiliel offensive, septembef
12.15, 1918, On the night of sentenber 15-16 the division marchea from
its pogltno n lﬂ the front line of the ”hlducourt sector to »he Ansauv1lie-
Royaumeix area,’ 12 kilometers uorih of Toull™ '

Con septanber 20 and 21 the. division marched to the Vieinity of Toul
where it reorganized and received new clothlng and equlpment. '

on septembur R3 the chief of staff, First Army, sent 5 telebram to the
2d Divigion informing it that it would proceed to a new avea, and on the same
date issued Special Order 285, which prescribed the details of the move.

The movement was made by rail (eKCEPt motor transport by marching) startlrg
on September 25 and terminating on September 28. A special order, Fourth
French Army, dlrected detrainment near Chalons, where the lelSlon passed
sito the reserve of the Group of Armies of the Center (G.A.C.)
- On"september 23 the 36th Divisicn, which was undergoing training in the
" Bare svrnﬂhbe area and which had not yet been in line, was notified by wire
from First Army headquarters that it would proceed to a new area. Special
Order 286 prescribed the details of the movement which was made by rail.
The leLSlOPal artillery was not serving with the division at this time and
did not join it unmtil after the armistice. ' The’ strength of the 36th Divie
sion on September 26 was 656 officers and 15, 590'enllstéd. Begides a shortage
of 20 per cent in strength, there was lackwng a great deal of equipment, which
TS @nly partially supplied upon the arrival of the division in the battle '
area. The movenent commenced on September 26 and terminated on September 28.

Ew leﬂ31on then occupied b*llets south of the larne River between Epernay
halons, waere it ;ommed a part of the reserve of the
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French Group of Armles of the Center. For purposes of supply it was attach-
~ed to the Fifth French Armye

‘ On September 28 the 2d Division was placed in the reserve of the Fourth
Freneh Army and on September 28-30 moved by marching and trucks to the Soualnm
Suippes area, 10 kilomefers south of Somme=Py, where the Fourth Army was,
with 1little success, attacking the German line.

On October 1 orders from the Fourth French Army a551gned the 2d Divi-
sion to the 21st 1'remh Corps, and orders fom the latter directed the divi= -
sion to relieve the Glst French Division in the font line. The relief was
effected the night of Yctober 1-2. 'The 4th Brigade (5th and 6th Yarines)
occupied the front line trenches just north of Somme%?yxbetween the Boyau
de Custrine (rlght) and Boyau de Bromberg (left), a front of over 3 kilow-
meters. The 5th Marines relieved the 219th and 265th French Infantry; the
6th  Marines, the 264th French Infantry and a battalion of the 21st French
Division which was on the left of the 6lst {rench Division.

The formation of +the brigade in line was as follows:

- LEFT H RIGHT.
2d Battalmon 6th Marines and Blst ~1st Battalion 5th Marines and Regi-
Machlne Gun Companye mental Machine Gun Company.
1st Battalion 6th Marines and Regl- 2d Battalion 5th Merines and 23d
mentel Machine Gun Company. Machine Gun Companys
34  Battalion 6th Marines and 15th Ma=~¢ 3d Battalion 5th Marines and 77th
chine Gun Company : Machine Gun Company.
: The Front line lay in the German trenches Pacha, Elbe, and Essen. On
- the right of the ector the 4th Brigade occupied the Essen trench, which had
been a support trench when the Yerman front line ran through Navarin Farm, .
5 kilometers to the south. It was practically the rearmost trench of the
German main line, the next trenches to the north being along the Blanc Mont
ridge, 3 kilometers farther backe®n the left of the sector wst of the Bowau
~de la Pirna the Germans still occupied the Essen trench to include a bend
in'this half a kilometer to the west of the “#merican boundary. This bend
occupled an elevation from which flanking fire was delivered on the Americans
in their initial advance, which greatly retarded the operations of the
division. It was known to the #mricans as "Essen Hook,"

The 3d Brigede {9th and 234 Infznﬁrv) was placed in peserve south of
the Navarin Farm ridge.

.The artillery of the 6lst French Division remalnnd in place. The 2d
Field Artillery Brigade moved into the sector October 1. DBoth came under
the 2d Division when the command passed at 8 a.m.,, Uctober 2/

Divisional Headquarters were established at 8 a.m,, October 2d, in a

dugout (Wagram) on the Souvain~Somme-Py road 1 kilometer north of Souain.
‘ The relief of the B¥st French Division by the 2@ Division was made oun-
verbal orders, the vitten orders not arriving at 4th Brigade. headquarters un=-
til 4.40 a.m: -2 teri@he relief was éffected.

' The 2d Division, after taking its position in line, was the left (west)
division of the 21st French Corps. The 67%h French DlVlSlOn was on its

""" 06 9O $&
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- right and the 21st French Division on its left.

4 general attack had been contemplated for Octover 2d, bpt it was post—
poned until the 3d, and the day of the 2d and the night of the 2d&-3d was
devoted to clearlng out those portions of Essen trench still occupied by

'the Germanss This was accomplished easily, as the Germansgithdrew from the
front of the 4th Brigade during the night, allowing the 5tW Marines to '
occupy Essen trench north of Somme-Py wnthout dlfflculty, while the 6th

. Marines lost 15 men by fire from HEssen Hook.

Field Orders No.35, Wthh prescribed the attack ‘of the 2d Diviedon on
Uctober 3, was issued at 11 pem. October 2.. The proposed plans had besn
dlﬂcussed by the division and brigade commaniers the afternoon of Qetober
2, The written order did not reach 4th Brigade hesdquarters until 4,40
ae¢me October 3, and the commanding officer of the leading batt taliom of the

~6th Marines dld not receive his copy until H hour and did not rend it un-

had attained his objective.

t h;he glVlSlon was to a%ﬁdck with voth br~gades in line, 34 Br 1gade and
34 Battalion French tanks on right, 4th Brigade and 2d Battalion Frenzb

" tanks on left; each brigade in column of reglments, the 1ead1ng reglmoih ;n

three lines of one battallon each, and the rear regiment in reserv?. ;
division objective was the road fom (exclusive) to Blane, Mont (intlusive

“with an outpost line a kilometer in advance of the road.
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.. A% 6420 pum, Uctober 2, G-3, 2d Division, recuvived the fellowing
message from Lieuts White, liaison officer with the 21st French Divisien: .
"The 21st Division attacks the enemy on its-front to-morrow at 5¢30 a.mi gy, .
supported by tanks. Its immediate objectives are at Elbe trench and the =
Essen trench: It was stopped by the Essen trench, which it had been
attacking to-day « « « «" In other words, the objective of the 21st ,
Freneh Division was 2 kilometers in rear of the objective of the 2d Divisions
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The 2d Field Artlllery Brigade asszsted by the artlllery of the 6lst French
Division was to support the attack by a preparatlon of 5 mlnutes, a creeping
barrage to 300 meters beyond the obgectlve a&anding barrage of 30 minutes on
this line after the arrival of the left brzgade on the objective, or until H
plus 2 hours and 38 minutes, and a creeping barrage to a line 1 300 meters -
beyond the objective, " Here the barrage was to rést until the Infantry outpost
line was establlshed The 252d French Aylatxon Squadron was attached to tha
Divisions

H hour, orxglnally set for 6330 a.m., was advanced 40 minutes and the .
troops moved out at 5:50 a,m, The artlllery preparation was made 15 minutes
longer than originally ordered, or 20 minutes in all, commencing at 5130 a.m,

The 4th Brigede's parallel of departure was the Essen trench, which it
was already occupying,.the 5th Marines on the rmght end the 6th Marines on the
left, At H hour the 6th Marines wers to advancé while the 5ih Marines, waitw
ing until the 6th should clear, were to move by the left flank and follow in
their rear as reserve.

The “"jump off" was a much more difficult matter for the 3d Brigade, which
was some 7 kilometers in rear of its designated parallel of departure, to -
which place it had to proceed by a night march, This parellel, which was dew
signated as “Present front on the general line: 03, l.O—Altona“ (northeast core
ner Bois-des-Pins = Altona), lay in territory still in the enemy's hands, .
though that fact was unknown when the order was issuéd, A staff officer of

the 170th French Division had promised to furnish guides who were to meet the
brighde near Butte-de=Souain (1n the Bois du Moineau and Clairiere des Azﬁees),’
but these guides failed to appear. The result of this was that the 3d Brigade
- spent most of the night of October 2«3 in getiing to the ‘position from which"
the attack was delivered; and when it finally got there, it was not the posie
tion ordered vy Field Orders No.35, but one=half a kilometer in rear of it,
north of thé Essen trench and east of the Somme=Py = Medeah Farm road, Most
of the brigade arrived only a few minutes before H hour. At 3,07 a.mi October
3 the chief of staff received the following message from Gen, By, commanding
the 3d Brigede:
Units in place as folloW§. Two battalions 9th in communication with
other battalion of 9th, Not in communication with 23d, Guides did not
- report at points given by staff officer of 170th French Division, :

The 24d Infantry, after failing to find the guides near the Butte de
Souain, had struck out across couptry in an effort to reach its position, Short-
ly before H hour officers from the reconnaissance party located the regiment
and at H hour the regimental commander, Col. Stuart, reported hls regiment -
in position ready to advance,

' According to Field Orders No.35 the rlght of the 4th Brigade was to
start from a point in the Essen trench 282 81) just east of the SommewPy-St.
Etienne road, while the left of the 3d Brigade wds to start from "Altona", ,
2 kzlometers to the northeast. The 3d Brigade really started fom a line one=
half kilometer in rear of the one 1nd10até, but mevertheless a gap of over a
kilometer existed between the two brigades who were to converge on the cbjective
This migh% hape proved a dangerous operation had the Germans not withdrawn

quite generally from the front of the 24 Division before the attack starteds
‘As it turned out the two brigades 301ned on the objective and the Germans who
remained in the pocket were captured..

~ The 34 Brigade advanced with the 9th Infantry leading and theZSd Infan— ,
try in reserve, The 67th French Division attacked ‘on its right, The first obe
jective, the road.from Medeah Farm to the ctossroads 2kilometers to the southe
west (73 11) was teken at 8:30 a,m, and outposts were sstaollshed on the
northern slope of Blenc Mont=-Medeah Farm ridge, -

’ The 67th French Division on the right connected w1th the Bd Brigade
slightly in advance of Medeah Farm, its line including Bois du Chlen.Connection
was also made with the Marines on the left.

Casualties were few,

At 10.15 a.m.a battalion of the 23d Infaniry was placed at the disposal
of Maj.Baker,of the 5th Marines, to resist a counteratiack, This attack: d1d not
develop and’ the battalion rejoined its regiment, ,

At 10330 a.m, Gen.Ely reported by phone to G3:

Third Brigade objective reached at 8130 a,msand consolidated by 9th
Infantry. A battalion of 23d Infantry gsent forward about 1 kzlometer ag
outpost.

%hen the 2d Division entered the line on the night of Qct.l=2 the 4th

Rrigade occupied the entire front of the division sector,Field Order No.35 2d
Dlvnswon directed the attack of Oct 3 to be made in column of regzments in
sach arﬂbadu, the 4th Brigade parallel of
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departure to extend from the créssroads (82 81) 1 kileméter northwest
of Somme~Py, to the Bpyau de Bromberg‘ This Was a front of & little
‘more than a kilometer and lay in the sector of the 6th Mapinesm which
led the advance followgd by the 5th Marines, in reserve., Each regiment
wgs in three lines a battalion in each line and a machine gun company
attached to each battalion, To the leading (24) battallon of the 6th
Marines was attached & French company of 12 light tarnks and oma was
x_also attached to the following ‘battalion (lst).

The troaps advanced at 5.JO .My, and atyB 30“&@re on their ob-
Jective, but Blanc Mont itself was still conﬁrelled by the Germans, who'
occupied the woods on the western slope dnd had not been dislodged,
This territory lay within the seetor of the French who were still -
south of the Elbe and Essen trenches, The French tanks moved forward

with the leading battalions., The advance was opposed by mach:.ne-gun .
- nests in fromt afd in the triangular area between the brigades, whzch
spaceé had npt been covered in the attack. It was later cleaned up by
the 4th Marines, assisted by two gompanies of the 3d Brigade. Before
reaching the objective the lst Battalion, 6th Marines, came up on the
right of the leading (second) battalions, and both advanced together
to the ob;ectlve. ‘

The greatest obstacle to the advance of the 4th Brxgade was the Ger-,
' man possession of Essen Hooke This was a system of trenches eand dugeuts
forming a part of ‘the Elbe and Essen line=wthe rearmost line of the main
German. position. The Haok formed a bend to the north in the line and was
located on 2 hill 20 meters above the cpuntry acress which the 4th Brigede
was ordered to advance and one half kilometer to the west of its sector.
It flanked this country perfectly and the left of each battalion suffered
from the machine guns located on the Hook. The French had unsuccessfully
attacked this pottion of the line om October 2, in an effort th expdl

the Germans from Essen trench, ,On October 3, the 2lst French Division
renewed the operatlon and at T* 45 AM was attacklng Essen Trench. At about
8:30 a.m,, the French were still flghtlng in the Saale and Minden trenches
just south afd west of Essen Hook, and a platoon of 5th Marznes and some
French tanks Were reported to be assmstlng them from the 2d Division sec-
tors . v 4
The platoon of the 5th Narlnes mentioned above was in rea&;ﬂ& the -
17th Company, 5th Marines, reinforced bya section from.the Bth Machine

Gun company and a 3T=-millimeter gun . This detachment belonged to the 1lst
.(rear) battalion of the 5th Marines, and early on October 3 was ordered

to cledan out the Hook after the other. five battalions of the brigade .
“had advanced beyond the trenches. ‘he Hook was captured and turned over

to the French, along with about 100 prlsonerpn before 11 a.m/, and the -
detathment refoined its battalion,

The. French did not retain possession of the. Hook, and the Germana roe |

‘ occupled it' the afternoon.of October 3. .
. At 5:10 p.m., the chief of staff, 2d DlVlSlon, nformed Col Lay, 1n—-*
\formatlon of ficer with 21st Eronch Ccrps, that the 2d Division was under

. artillery fire from the west and that the 21lst French Division had not ad-

vanced beyond Essen Trench and requested that .orders be given it to do so.
At T:45 pem., Lieut White reports the 2lst’ Division line. to be running
north from (and including) Essen Hook to some patches of woods one~half
 kilometer northwest of the. Hook, and to be din. communication with the
Americans 1 kilometer north of the Hook, As a witter of fact the French
~line did not include Essen Hook, but ran ‘northwest from the Kook which
~wag still occupied by the Germans £he night of October 3«4, This retarded
the Operatlons of ‘the 4th Brigade on OctoberSJ'and enabled the Germans

to cling to the nmxkkwastern slopes of Blanc Mont, frem which the

4th Brigade had to dislodge them on October 44 frem here- they fell

‘back to St Etienne line, where they made a second - stand

untzl October 11, .
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The ‘second attack oh the afternoon of October 3 Wwas made pursuant to

instructions from Gen Naulin, commandlngthe 21st Corps, whidh directed

the 2d Dzvisxon to advance, leaving one battalion to support the left. Gen
" Naulin then knew that the 24 Division had gained its first objective. |

A megsage t6 the 2d Div from the information officer with the 21st French
Div at 11:20 am., Stated that the latter 'divisibon had taken the German
trenches in its front and was advancing northwead.

The attack was ordered by F.0. 36, 23 Div,, issued at 4 PM which pre=
scribed merely that two beigades should move forward from their present
positiens to a line extending from thetpad fork about 1 kilometer SW of
Scay Farm to a point of Blanc Mont=St Eiienne road about, 1 km south of
~ that village, there to establish and hold a line of resistance. The 2d FA
Brig was to support the.movement,obut a battalion of the 35th French Arty
that. supported the first attack was withdrawn from the control of the 2d Div
‘during the second attack 1n order to assxst the French attack against
Essen trench, - s

. H hour was’ glven as 6BM, ut the 23d Inf. whlch made the\attack in

the 3d Brlg sector, did not pass through the 9th.Inf until 5PM, .and the
attack proper was made by the lst Bn at éPM, Some’ dlstance was cneu.ned and
the. 1eading bn réached thé high ground seutheast of St Etienne,.w where it
Occupied a salient with both flanks exposed. This position was in the 4th
‘Brigade settor, as thé dividing line betweén brigades ran just to the east
of hill 160, which was the high .ground, occupieds = .

In the Bth Brig the ‘advance prescrlbed by FO 36 was made by the 5th
Marines which passed fhrough the 6th, and was able to advance only about
l%-kms where ‘it hund on under fire., Two campanmes of the 6th Marlnes were
‘ordered up to protect the left flank.

At midnight the line of the 2d Div was. approxzmately as follows. The
9th Inf on the road from Medeah Farm to the crossroads 2 kms to -the SW, The
23d Inf between this road and the hill 1 km SE of St. Etienne, The leading
bn on this hill was over 2 kms in advance of the 9th Inf and not in communie
cation with either the French 67th Div on thé right or the 4th Brig on the
left, The 5th Marines a little north of the Blanc Mont: ridge road NE of Blane
Mont, The 6th Marines south of Blanc Mont Ridge; roads, The left of the 4th

" Brig line was refused because of the German° stlll on the western: slopeg, of
_Blanc-Mont,

. The area occupied by the Inf was a triangle, its base line from Medeah
Farm to. the southeastern slope of Blanc Mont and its gpex the hill 1 km SE
of St. Etienne. The dlfflcu“ty of this posithan is evident, as on the right
bvBe French had not advanced as far as Medeah Farm and on the left they were

_still south of Blanc Mont.,
On Oct 3 the 36th Div was transferred from the reserve of the Group of
" Armies of the Center to the reserve of *he 4%h French Army effective on Oct 4,

On the night Oct 4=5 the 7lst Inf Brig and the 11lth FS Bn wewe trang-

" ferred by truck from the reglon Tours-sur—harqe 40 the Suippesw=Somme= sulppe
arct.,

~FO 37, Zﬂ Div 1ssund at 6 AM, Oct 44 dlrected a resumption of the ade
vance to the north. The designation at H hour was postponed until aero=

 planes should report as to the position-of the divisions on the. flanks--
‘whether or not these divisions were abreast of the 2d Dive

At daybréak Oct 4, the Germans counterattack&d the 238 Inf in 1ts ade
vanced. p081t10n and were repulsed. This regiment also suffered considerably
from fire in therear, from machine gung that had eén passed by during ite
advance of the previtous evening or that had slépped thro the line. at 2 Bu
the 1st Bn was holding the front in some o0ld German trenches Se of 5ty E=
tlenne while the 34 Bn and a part of the 2d weee protecting the flanks. Cone
 msption with the 67th French Div on the right had not been establlshed, but
‘the 5th Marines advanclng along the Somme Py-5t Etienne road north ef Blanc
Mont during the morning had relieved the situation on that flank.

Diring the might Oct 3-4 the 22d French Div relieved the 2lst French
Div 8 of Blanc Mont. The 224 Div advanced the morning of Oct 4 along the
Boyaux Beyreuth and Nuremburg; it did not take as its objective the western
slopes of Blanc Mont, which were still ofcupied by the Germans, but Bore
away toward the NW. At about 10AM, a.-bn of the 22d Piv was arriving at

the St, Pierree«3t Etienne road, and other Frénch troops were approaching

the Arne river to the northwest of St. Pierre. Thus the advance of this

_ division did not immediately relieve the situation on"the left flank!of the

4tH; Brig altho it undoubtedly made the Germans on Blanc Mont apprehensive

as they were now occupying a salient position and this made the final opera-
ions against the hill much easiér for the 4th Brige

The 6Tth Division (French) on the right of the 34 Brig also advanced
the morning of October 4, but was stopped before noon on the line Orfeuilw
Semont Vhateau. This divmsmon seems to have been in communication with

\
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.mth tHe 9th Inf near Meheah Farm, but not with the 2?&@ IAf in its advancefi
p@31t10n. i

At about 12:30 PM, ‘the- d1v1310n commanaer. 2d D1v designated ‘H hour as
2:30 PM. The 1lst Bn '23d Inf, which was occupying a sallent position southeas
of St. Etienne ‘advanced toward the rildge NE of the village. This attack was
not supported on either’ flank, as thé 4th Brig. did not advance at all, and
‘the Franch 67th Div. fighting south of Bemont Chateau was too far away to .
render assistance. The attacklng ‘wavee came 1mmed1ately under heavy machine
gun fire as well as a counter barrage. Casualties weré numerous, the bn com=
medder was killed, and after an advance of only 3C0 yards, the badtalion
" withdrew to its former position in the German trenches 8E of St. Etienne.

The attack ordered by FO 37, 24 Div for Oct 4, was not carried out by thz
4th Brig because "it was considered inadvisable to advance leavine the
machine gun nests on the western slopes of Blanc Mont intact." Some gpera=
tions were undertaken agalnst these nests without much success. The 4th Brig
commander reports that they wers reconnoitered the afterncon of Oct 4 and
unsuccessfully attacked during the evening. The reconnaissance evmdentlj
involved seme hard fighting. At 2:20 PM the regimental commander, Hth
Marines bepbytshBigmines vadly shot up“, ‘aAnd reequests artillery fire north of
- Blanc Mont. At 2:40 PM the adjutant, 4th Briggde reports Marines held up by

fire from east end of Blanec Ment and at 3:05 PM:the division information
officer with. the 4th Brig réports that machine gun nvsts on west end of Blanc
‘Mont are causing heavy casualties in 4th Brigade., » !

At 3P the chief of Stafif, 2d Division informed G3 21st French Corps,
that the 24 Div was unable to advynce because.the divisions &n its flanks had
failed to keep abreast and that the 22d French Div on the left-had advanced
- west instead of north. He alsc t61d.him that the 2d Div could not maintain
its position. north of Blanc Monx and Medeah Farm, unlessuﬁts flanks were
‘covereds
_ Late in the afternoon, hdwever, the 51tuatlon on the western slopes
" of Blanc Mont eased up somewhate At 4 FPM the resistance there had ceased
and the 6th Marines were -advaneing, navlng cleaned up the machlne guns, In thzs
the 17th French Inf assisted.

. At 9105 PM the regimental comdr 6th Marwn 8 vepovts agap of 400 to 500

_.yds between his regiment and the 224 French Div and the information Officer
wwith the 224 Exmxzh Div meports that at 5:40 PM the division is in communie
caxlon with the Marines at o point 400 meters unorth of Blanc Monts

At midnight Oct 4, the situation in the 31 Bigg wes prasctically the
same as on Oct 3. In the 4th Brig the 5t: Marines were still on the Blanc
Mont-Medeah Farm ridge, their right near the crossrcads on the Sormme=Pyw
St. Etienne road and their left rsfused sr as in face the eastern slopes of
_ Blanc Mont. The 6th Marines had passed B;ﬂpn Uort and were in communicatibon
“with the 22d French-Div which was near St. Pisrre, he Germans still held
the crest and eastern slopes of Blanc Moni bun they*were . prgntmcally surround=
ed there. They held St. Etiename, whence they had driven back patrols of the
23d Inf. In the front of the 24 Div, the Germans were. hgldlng a llne from
St. Btienre through the cemetery to the ecaste ~
c At 11PM the 3d Bn 341st French FA Eas pLaced at the dlSposal of the 24
Dﬁ'-v [N

, ¥F0 38, 24 Dﬂv issued at 4 am., Oct 5 dlrected the d1v1510n to continue
its advence toward the same ob]ectlve given in FO 37=-Machault-¥auroy. H
‘hr was not g*ven, and- at 93105 gd.m,bhe division commander in = teleph@ne
convapsahion kth the division commander, of the 3d Brig said "H hr

| will'nat be given". In the same cerversation he describes the cleaning

up of Blanc'Ment and says that all the 24 Div-will do onm Oct 5 will be to
kesp abraust of the French Divs on the flankswthat no formal attacks will
take pizce, Tins, FC 38, was practically revoked as far as the 3d Brig
Gaﬁeudmde#mmar The 234 Tal made no attempt o advance. At 3:40 PM the line
of the 3d Brig extondad L km SE of Ste Etienne to SE Medeah Farm practically
the same gs on Jot 4. The 23d Inf was etill- occupy:ng the right of the

4th Brlgades sector ab 4:05° 1

“At 6:15 aame Octobér 5, the 3d Ba 6+h Marines, attacked ‘the German

machine guns on ‘Blanc Mont and with no casualties carried the hill and
raptured 209 prisoners, besudes much materiel, 1nc1ud3ng 75 machine guns and
trench mortfrgs The bloodless character of this enterprise was due to the
‘e,,lclent arﬁlllery preparatzon bj ﬁhe 2d Fleld Artlllery Brmgade‘
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Thls operation wad préliminary to~ the advance prescribed by FD 33o the
provicions of which cotild not have been carriva ﬂut as long as the Germans
occupied the Blahc Mont,
~~ The operation report of the 4th Brzg states’ that pursuant to FO
~ No 38, the 4th Brig sttacked in the direction Machablte Caurcy on the
3‘afternoon of Oct 5. Theé 6th Marxnes passeéd thru the Eth Matrines, the 24
Bn leading, and the atfack was ‘stopped by machine gun fire 2 kms SE of 5t
$bienne, whefe the troops dug in. the récords a6 not shuw thaet H hour was
designated to the 4th Brig and it is probable that this movement was in
line with Gen Le;eunes intention not to make any formal attgcks on Oct 5.
_ but merely t0 keep his line abreast.of the French Divisions on the flanks,.
~ *nis advance relieved the situation on the left ofithe 234 Infantry vhich
had been occupymng an adVanced p051t10n, partly ln»the 4th Brlgs sector,
.since October 3a A
" On thé right of the 2 Div the French 73d Div attacked at 53 15 a.mo
- October 5, and at 6:10 A.M., had reached Wallmuller Lager, gbout 1 km
NE of Medeah Farm. Here it was stopred and then fell back to its lime of
departure. hé 17..0th Div (French) was then put in at 11 am., evidently
without sucecess, ag at 8:25 pm,, the information officer with the French
. reports teo 'G3 tha% the French hope for success and will do their bests
- Gen-Naulin, comdg the 218t Corps, was evidently apprehensive about tie
~_situation on thé right of thé 2d.Div." In a méssage to Gen Lejeune at 12:40
pm, hé tells him that 'a Frenech div nad been ordered to send agsistance to
~ the 734 Div and he réquests the 24 Div nét to hesitate to engage it s
reserves ‘on that flank..The right flank of the 3d Br&g was st;ll resting on
Medeah Farm the evening of Oct Se
On the 167t 6f the2d Piv the’ French sltuatzon was more favorable. The
284 Div advanced wit h little’ opposition at 6 a.m., and 10355 asme had
- reached St. PlerfevahArnﬁs, its right extending about X km toward St
Etienné,. This ihwas able to do because Blanc Monmt had been cleared of th@
Germans machine gunss At 3:40 FM St Etienne was erroneously reported-
. captureds While patrds mey have entered’the western part of the village
on Oct 5, there was fighting backvand ‘forth ia the town and cemétery on .
Oct=5e6=7 and the place was not definitély t,ken until Oct 8. However, the
advance of the 224 Div brought the Frénch iine abreaftsof the 24 Div so that
at 1:45 PM the twb dive were in commun;catxon about one half km § of St, R 1 4
Etienm.~ o . .
‘ At 3 pm: the 4th MG ‘Bn unti 1 then in raserve: rece1Ved orders to report
to the 3d Brig, Company B was sent to the Zﬁd Jnf and Co A -was held at
Brlgade Headquartérses
-~ Bro- 3dne’ ofc Wi 3d” Brﬁgade was ar~rangad the nlght of 0ct—5—6. The' 4th
Brig had advanced on its line so that it connected with thé 234INf on the
‘ridge SE of St. Etienne, whence it extended west and connected with the
French ‘about one half ‘km § of that village, ' :
RRE The French 22d Div had expe#ienced ao little oppos1t11n in i¥d ad-
vance that it believed the same conditions exiédted on the 2d Divé front,
The 118th Frénch Inf finding nothing in front 46 it {o the west of St
. Btienne, sent a message at 4:55 FM to the 2d Div recommending that the -
latter advance also, as probably little resistance would be mets The en
~events of Oct 6~7 wers. to,ywove that the German dain’ 2ffort was directed
against the 2d Div front, as thzs dzvmslon was tha most dangerous to the;
: German plan of withdrawal,
' The Tlst Inf Brigade and the lllth FS Bn of the 36th Amerxcan Div
were placed at the disposal of the 2lst French Corps at 8 a.m., Oct
5. On October 6, - they wereplaced at the disposal of the 2d Division,
The remainder of thé 36th Division (less artillery} was on Ocg 6 and ¥
moved by warching to the Suippes area,
- The 36th Division during its operations in Champgne was chott a
‘large amount cf <|ramsportationeThis shortage was supplied im phrt.
by the French amd in part by the 24 D1v1310n, but at all times
{«ts movements yore hamperedo
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On October 6 the only flghtlﬂg conslstlng of small local actlons in
which the line was slightly advanced. These local actions involved an Attack
of 6:30 a.m, by the 3d Battalion, 6th Marines, 6n machine-gun nests southeast
of St.Etienne, which were captured at 9:30 a.m,, thus cleaning up the country-»~
south of -the 5%, Etienne-Orfeuil read. The 23d Infantry also partieipated in-
this ‘attack, whlch the 3d Brigade commander states was necessary because dure
- ing the attacks ‘on Octobep 3=5 a part of the 28d Infentry had gotten into the
Marine sector, ‘and when moved out of it the night of Oztober 5-6 in compli-
ance with division orders, the vacated space was not occupied .promptly by the
Marines; the Germans therefore came back and delivered flanking fire frem the
west on the 3d Brigade, . The .result of this attack was to bring the front
of the 2d Division up to the General line of sthe St.Etienne-Orfeuil road,
which is where the 7lst Brigade relieved it the night of October 6=7. The .
line was not -continuous, nor were the troops sheltered except in shell holes
or foxholes made by the men thémselves. Neither did it follow the 'road -exactly
but departed from it at places by several hundred meters. On the right the
line connected with the 73d French Divisionnorthwest of Medeah Farm, and on
- the left with the 7th French Division about onew-half kilometer south of Sty . .
Etienne, The Germans still occupied the cemetery and the. eastern. part of 8%,
Etienne, and the French line was bent around it to the west and north, -
a o The relief of .the. front-line of the 2d Division by the 7lst Brigade was
effected the night of October 6«7 pursuant to Field Order No.39, 2d Division,
~.which direected the 3d and 4th Brlgades to.:leave one battaliond in each brigade
~sector until further orders. The brigade machmne—gun battalloﬂsJ&okes mertar,
‘and the 37 millinmeter detaehments were t0 remain for 24 hours with the ‘incens
ing brigade, Mortars and 37 millimeter gums were 10 be turned over. to thequstf
' Brigade when .the 2d Division personnel w1thdrew. :
. .The 7lst Brlgade, which had hed a difficult. mdrch on October 6. frem
Somme=Suippes to south of Somme-Py, started for the front- ‘Line at 53130 poe
- .Guides from the 2d Division were tg have met it in SommewPy, but some did not
“turn up and those that did were not well acqualaued with the country.. The. re ;
sult was that the entire night wes spent by the troops im marching and counterw.
marchlng through the rough country between Somme~Py and the front line. By.
~daylight, however, all troops were in posltlon except the Headouarters Gompany
-of the 1424 1nfantry, which wandered around uatil afternoon.
The 14lst Infantry relieved the 23d Infantry, which wmthdrew to the .
P ylone Hill, The 9th Infantry was left in llne, each of its battalions beipg
_pul alongside a corresponding battalion of the. 14 A1st lafaatry, which had: its
lst Battalion in front, 2d Battdlion in support, and 3d in reserve. The lézd i
Infantry relieved the 6th Marines, putting its 2d Battalion in frent, 1%5.1 “
in support, and its 3d in reserve¢ The 6th Marines withdrew to Blanc Mont -, i
ridgé and the 5th Marines remained in suppert. Companies B and G, 132d Macnlﬂe
Gun Battalion, were attached to the l4lst Tnfantry, and Companles A and b t@ s
the 1424 Infantry.‘, , ey
, 'The commandlng general 3d Brlgade, reualaed GOmmand of his’ brlgade '
Asector. At 12310 pams October 7 he informed the commending general, 7lst Br1~5-f
gade of the fadt and’ directed that the sector, which included the 14lst Irifw'.
antry, be extended 500 yards to the right so as to take over ground ﬂeld by .
the French. This anomalous state of affairs mlght have had serlous c@nsequences
but 1t does not .seem to have ‘done 80, : "
No flghtlng occurred in the Amerlcan Front on October 7. The tlme was
utilized in reorgénizing theé line with the 7lst ‘Brigade, in thefront llne,
and making drrangements for “the next attack ‘waich all knew to be. 1mpending. e
) . During the day confxlctlng repords’ Were received as to the passe351@n‘f
of St. Etienne by “he French, The information officer with the 22d French
Division reporbs that the Germens took the town inafog at 6:20 a.m.,_but o
that the Frénch recaptured it at 8:30., The town is reported to be occupied by .
Germans before 8:40 a.m, These two reports agree, dut at 11:50 a.m, '@ patrol
of the 6th Marines Was fired on from cemetery and western (eastern?) edge of
the tows and at 1315 a.m, . ‘e a7 3 Gth Marines reported that they esti-
mated 2300 Germans in St. Etienne and more coming over the hill, They believed -
that the Germans were trying to filder into the town and drive the remaining
French out,The 2lst Corps believed that the French held the town, as it seqt
two messages to the 2d Division requesting the latter to take it over, The’
facts are that the Germans held ‘the eameﬁery and the greater part of St. Etle‘l
while the Fpench had a precarious fodting in the western part of ib..
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DumnU the ﬂfternoon reports were recelved that the Germaas were dlggzng
inl 1/2 kllome ters northeast of 3t. Ttiemme, and that they were massing in the
woods northeast of the town« Also that thelr heavy artillery had been ordered
vack @nd that sthe 1nfanury was to make atwo days? stand. There was every ine
deation that the Germans intended to hold on a line running from St., Etienne
through the cemetery and thence to the northeast along the ridge toward Semide.
, The 7th French Division relieved the 22d on the left of the 24 D1v1s10n
the night of October 7-8,
'y The attack of Ocﬁober 8 was made puasuant to Fleld Order No.AO 24 Divi=
- sion w  sew 't M which prescribed an advance in the dlrecﬁlon
Machault-uaaroy. Tre infentry attack was to be made by the 7lst Brigade on
‘hhe front it was occupying, The 24 Division was to constitute the reserve -
and furnish: the troops for flank protectloa and connection with adjacent divie
sions. Two battalions of. French tanks were assigned to the 7¥et Brigade. The
36th Division had no artlllery, and the 2d Field Artillery Brigadewith attached
French Arullle Ty (29th 34lst 452d T, A.) was to support the attack, The writlen
~order was issued ab 11 Dol October 7, but on the afternoon of the 7th the com=
~ manding geaeral of the Tlst Brlgade was summoned to the 2d Division headQuarters
where he received verbal orders fof the attack. :

- . The field order issued by the 7lst Brigade for the attack on October 8
was practlcally & copy of Field Order No.40,2d Division, 3except that the tasks
of the two infantry regzments were prescrlbed. These were to attack in colum
of vattalions, which were to "leapfrog" as each successive objective was. gained,
© the leading oat talion becomlng the rear battalion after the first -objective was
gained, thesecond battallon becomzng the lead1ng one, and ‘the rear one beoom—

1ng the second, ste, :
 H hour was designated as 5: 15 a,m,
The commanding general, 7lst Brigade, assembled hlS reglmentﬁl command=
ers during the evenlng of October 7, discussed the plans’ for bhe attack, and
isgued a waraing order,. He dlsm1ssed them about 9 Poele and’ “they returned to
their ha&dquartera and asgembled the battalion commanders , who after “receiving
) their orders returned to battalion headquarhers and assembled the company
'commanders. 'All orders were based upoen the verbal instructions given to Gen,
Whitworth at 24 Division headquarueru, as Field Order io,40 (with a memorandum
giving H hour attached) did no% rsach the 7ist Brigade until after midnight and
Field Ordér No, 1, 7lst Brigade (with Field Crder No,40 attached), was not sent
out until 3 a,m, aad apparenul got 1o farther than regimentdl headquarters. -
'"The result of all this was- that the company scommanders received wverbal arders
that had been four times verbaliy trawsmltted tnose of the;l4lst Infantry {ex~
cept Company A) receiving them between 1 and 3 a.m., while the 142d Infantry ,
did not receive theirs until about’ 5 a,me H hour seems to have reaoned the troops
just before the atigck was to start., The leading batdalion. of the 14lst Infae
try received it at.dbout 5:11 a,m, The vattalion commander of the leading battaw
 lon of the 1424 Infantry was gtill giving hisg 1nstruct10n to his company come
manders whea the barrage started.,
i ‘The 14lst Infantry. attacked in the sector formerly occupled by the 3d
Brigade (right of the division sector). The leading battalion (lst) started on
time, and 1mmed1ately encounwered heavy & rtlllery and machine gun fire, The
- battalion commander. was killed, However, the troops advanced a short distance
~north of the.St. Etienne-Orfeuil road, where they were deflnltely ‘stopped,
L The 2d and 3d Battalionms,. ldlﬂt Infantry, followed the lst in the order
named, Neither was ready to move at H hour -~ the 2d bécause the battalion coms’
mander decided to chift his companles in line at the last moment and ‘the 3d
‘because of the failure of the companies to receive notification of H hour,
Both batbtalions soon bn“ame disorganized. However, groups of them kept on and
-~ joined the lst Battalloﬂ ‘north of the St, Etienne-Orfeuil road. Here the regi-
: meﬁ% hung on the reést of the day. . Gompany A, 14lst Infantry, had bben on the

% In the records of the 36th Division this order appears as F,0,39,The 24 Div.
- issued uwo field orders nuibered 39, and subsequently renumbered the second one
"40",but this change was not made in the copies sent to the 36th Division,
3 F. O 40, 24 Div, is made a part of F.0.1, 71lst Brigade, by notations such as
“he follow1ng:"As per F.0.,40, Headquarters 24 Div attached." This necessitated
distributing the d1v1s1onal fleld order to all who received the brigade order,
which is not only likely to be. confuslng but dangerous if the former should
be lost or aot recelved
g
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extreme rlght of the battalion sector phior to “the atback and runners with
~orders had failed to reach it Nevertheless, it advanced shortly after H hour

also to a position north of the St., Btienne-@rfeuil road, where it seems to

have formed some klﬂd of flank protectlon for the advanced elements of the ~

regiment, .

- - The 24 Battalloa. ch Infantry, which had been designated to connect
the 7lst Brigade and the 73d Freach Division, had become considerably in-
volved, At 8:40 a,m, its commanding officer reborﬁed that the 14lst Infaniry
had been stopped, that his losses were heavy, and that he must have assist-
ence, and at 9 a,m, he asked for relief. The French 734 Division is reported
to have advanced and then retired through the line of the 2d Battalion, 9th
Infantry, This report is not substantiated, but it is true that they did not
edvance sufficiently to better conditions nn the right of the 7lst Brigade. At
11114 a.m, the information officer with the 73d Division repord that. the

: French line extended west from Bois du Coq, which would be a prolongation
of the line to which the fragments of the 14lst Infantry were clinging,
: At 2240 p.m, the commanding officer, lst Battalion, 2d Engineers,
reported to his regimental cormander that the baitalion had relieved a batta=
~ lion of the 9th Infantry and stated that the American line was ahead of the

French line., A company of the 4th Machine Gun Battalion was also placed at
the disposal of the Engineer Bqttallon, which took over the duties of flank
protection and connection between 7lst Brigade and 73d French Division.

- A vattalion of Freanch tanks was a351gned +o the l4lst Infantry., The
fallowing report CER to thelr 0per¢t10ns is an extract from the Hlstory of the.
36th Division:
It was about this time (6:30 aﬁm.) that the tanks attached to

the regiment came into action, **¥* Their commanding officer, however, had not
learned the time of H hour, as the runmer who was sent to him with the informa-

tion did not reach his post of command, In consequence the tanks did not

begin their advance on time and first made their appearance on the left

flank of the 14lst Infantry some 15 minutes after the 2d Battalion had -

‘started the assault. They seem to have given some little assistance to var=

ious detaclments of the 2d Battalion as it cams forward, but as there was
mo liaison between the infantry and the tanks, and as the latter seemed to
have no concented plan of action their assistance was negligible ¥ % ¥

Worgt of all, ¥ ¥ ¥ they twice fired into that detachment (3d Battalien

Headquarters and group of B Company) killing and wounding quite a number
~of men, ¥ ¥ ¥ A11 the tanks shortly theroafser left the field, * # ¥ During
~the course of the following afternoon (Dot 8) with the consent of the coge-

' mandlng officer, 1l4lst Infantry, the tenks were withdrawn entirely from action

The 14lst Infantry had a hard. time on Oct 8, but the 142d had a harder,

To begin with, the company commanders did not recelve their orders unbil about
> a.m, = t00 late to allow them to digest the orders ‘properly and transmit
them %o their companies, Consequently the advance was from 5 t6 15 minutes
late inusbterting, which largely nullified the effects of the artillery barrage.

' The 2d Battalion advancing northwest fought its way past Hill 160, )
After it had overcoms the German resistance on the Hill 160 ridge, the princi=
pal obstacle to the battalion's advance was the cemetery at the noruheastcrn_
cornér of St, Etienne, which was a mass of machine gun nests dug emong and
through the graves, and which had a field 6f fire of from 500 to 1,000 meters
through an arc of 180 degrees from southwest to northeast, Parts of the bats

"~ talion findlly arrived on the St. Etlenne—Semlde road about 1 leOmeter northe

east of St. Fienne. Here it was joined by portions of the other battalions and
a line was established which seems 1o have extended from the northeastern =
corner of S%. Etienne, through the cemetery toward Semide. Here the troops dug
in, The left of the line was secured at first by the French Tth Division,
whose line at 10:20 a ,m, was northwest of St. Etienne, and later on by the

" occupation of the town by American troops, But the rlght was absolutely unw
covered, as a gap of more than 2 kilometers existed between the 1423 and 14ls?
Imfantry Reglments, and moreover; the latter's most advanced elements were more
“than a kilometer in rear., This fact and the dlscfganxzatlon of the troops
caused the withdrawal of the 142d Infantry during the late afternoon to the
ridge through Hill 160. Oomnunmcatlon with the Fhench Tth Division was estab-
lished through the Americen troops in and north of St Etienne,but connection
with the 14lst Infantry was not obtained until the next day,

' The tanks attached to the 142d Infantry rendared no more service than -

tiose with the 14lst Infantry. The tank commander was killed early in the morn-
ing while the infantry was attacking Hill 160, and one tank dlsabled. The
others then w1tbdrew.
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; Ste Etienne itself does not seem to have caused much dlfflculﬁy dur-
ing the fighting on Uctober 8. 4 platoon of Company 1, 1424 %nfantrY: is
reported to have entered the town during the ~morning, establshed connec-
tion with the French, "who were found there in light foree,"” and to Bave
remained there the remalnder of the day. 4 patrol of the 142d Infantry
probably entered St. Etlenne, but the town can not be sald to have been
in American possession until about 11 asms, when the lst Battalion 6th‘\*v~~
Marlnes, which was designated for liaison duty on the left of the Tlet 7 " °
Brigade, entered the town without difficulty. Two of the companles of
this battalion attempted to occupy. trenches to the north of the town, .
tut were unable to do se, whereupon they fell back on the other two
companies and occupied trenches t6 the south, connecting with the Tth
French Division. At 4.40 p.mu« the American line included St» Etinee.

he evening of Uctober 8, a battallon of the 2d Englneers relnforced
the Marine battalion.,',« Vo
‘The 71lst Brigade had been roughly handled in its’ flrst actlve
service. TIts losses from all’ causes--kmlled, wounded, missing, and
gassed--agounted to 75 officers and 1,314 enlisted men, a percentage of -
33 for offlcers and 23 for enlisted. These losses were high, and appear-'
ed higher.. Exaggeratlon of losses .always occurs especially in new troops,
and this action was no exceptlon. At 8445 a.ms a message from the Tlst
Brigade to G-3 staies that the 1lcsses had been 50 per cents. This and
other discouraging reports caused considerable apprehen51on as to the safety
~of the right flank of the 71st Brigade, and the Wigade’ commander requasted '
that the 724 Brigade and 131st Machime Gun Battalion be ordered t0 rein=
force him. Gen. Lejeune repeated this request to the 21st Corps, at the
same time telling Gen. Whitworth that he had ordered Gen. Ely to put
in everything he had. In the meantime the 7lst Brigade had stopped ad-
vancing, and as the Genmans:ﬁﬁ not counter attack, relnforcements were
unnecessarys :
The failure of the 7lst Brlgade is not fully explalned by, 1ts heavy
lossess The chief of Staff of the 36th Division states that the failure

“of the attack was largely due %o the fact that the line of departure was
given as the St. Etlﬂnne—Orfeull road, whereas the true 1line weas generally

'some distance in rear of that road! the aztl’lezy barrage thus left .
untouched the advanced German machine-gun goups, which were able to
opposg ‘and dlsorganlze the anverce of the 7ist Brlgade from the very be-

v glnnlng of the attack.

. The sketch referred o in the Artiilery Anriex to Fleld Order No,40,

' 2d ﬁ@vision, shows thatthe barrage came dcwn 0a a line between 300

- and 400 meters north of the St. Etienne-Orfeuil road. The irrsgular front
“line of the 7Tlst: Brlgade, while it followed the general line of this road,

departed from it in places by several hundred meters, and was in advance

of it ohly in the left of the sector. 1y i therefore certain that a

strip several hundred meters wide in front of the 718t Brigade was un=

touched by the barrage and the wents of the battle indicate tha&the

';Germanq had mmachine guns in thés arem. Such a situation was not un-
eommon during.the war, and was usually met by thhdraW1ng ‘the troops
“from the front line Bfore an attack in order to allow the barrage to cover

* ‘doubtful territory, Had this been done, the barrage could amixhave been
placed as far south of where it ac+ualIVﬂBll ass desired. Why this was:

- not done it is impossible to say, except that haste seems to have char-
acterized this whole attacke =

Thefront line of the 71lst Brlgade on the night of October 8-9
ran generally east and west from a point about 2 kllometerqhorthwest of

Medeah Farm to the western slope of Hill 160. In the sctor of the 14lst
Infantry it was parallel to the St. Etlenneworfeull road and about 400
‘meters nor+h of it. In that of the 142d Infantry it was bent to the.

 north around Hill 150. - The line &s held bv provisional organizations com-
posed of such men -as could be wssembled. t was not continuous and the

“two infantry regimeniw were not in communication. The battalion of the 2d

- Engineers maintained communicrtion with the 734.French Diviszon on the
rigaty and a ‘battalion of the 6th Marlﬂe s, reinforced by & Battalion of
the 24. ﬁnglneers‘ held .St. Etlenne and thé cemetery and were in communica~

tion with the French 7th D1v1slonaKﬁXﬁX&KKKNﬁKKKﬂEK&XK The line was

chpported by the 1nfantry of the 2d D1v151on on Blanc Mont - Medeah Farm

ul.i . :

gelnstructlons recelved by the commander of the 7lst Brlgade -early on

Outoter 9 directed him to rectify his line and organize it ‘in depth; to
ipintain contact with the enery and. ad]acent divisions; to reconnoiter
the Lrench svstem B0OO meters north of St. Etienne and to take bt over .
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it unoccupled and to prepare to attack it at 10 a.m, if oceupled' to pre-
pare to take over emtire sector of 24 D1v1310n, whloh was to ba W1£h« : b
drawn on the night of October 9-10/ ~ =
The 71st Brigade, howewer, was in no condltlon to- attack. It deo
voted the day %o the reorganzzatlon of its’ “troops, who were stretfhed
‘acrogs the divisional sector in a single line without either supports
or reserves except those furnished by the 2d Division, - There was no
mixing of reglments, but within each reglmental Sector battalions,
companies, and platoons had lost all szgns of organlzatlon. Provisional
-units were formed, and were placed 86 as. to fill up gaps in the lzne, o
rectify it, and secure communication with adjacent unitss '
The llne of the 1424 Infantry had been erroneously reported as in-
-pear of that of the 141st Infantry.; In order to corpect this a pro--
visional vattalion of the 142d Infantry," accompanied by a platoon of
Stokes morters and one of machine guns, attempted tobdvance toward St.
Etienne about 11.30 a.m., but did not get far beyond the erest of the
Hill 160 ridge. Here it took shelter and waited until hAight, when it -
returned to Hlll 160. ThlS.WaS the only offensxve operatlon durlng the

v day.

-~ .There was no ‘change in the p051tion of the T1lst Brlgade s line of
Qctober 9« A battalion of the 2d Englneers still was connecting the

P41 st Infantry with the French 73d 001v151on on the rights Yn the
~left, however, the battallon of the 6tk Marines had ecoupied the trenches
700 meters north of St. Etienns. This left flank mnformatlcn group,
composed of Marlnes and Englneers, was relleved the night. of Ustober

9-10 and on Octolier 10 by detachments of the 142d Infantry taken from
Hill 160, The front line of the 36th Division then'included St. Etiemne .ud i
and the cemetery, two points that had given. se much tnnwble 1o 'both Freneh
‘and “mericanss . .

The Fourth French Army “"Order of the day," feu Ogtober 9, stated

that the fraction of the 36th Division north of Suippes (the part not
‘already engaged) was placed at the disposal of the 21lst Corps, and that it
- would reliéve the 2d Division mcept artillery: On October 8 the command-
glng general, 21st Corps, directed the 36th Dlv sion to relleve the 2d
Division the evening of Yctober 9a '

: ‘The relief was effected by Field Order No. 41, 2d D1v1s1on, whlch
peescrzbed that it should be completed before 5 a.mw October 10s The 2d
Field Artillery Brigade, the 2d Engineers, and certain supply and sanitary
units and materiel, were to remain with the 26%th DlVlSlon, and the machine
guns in the front llne and support posm+:ovs weret t30 remain for 24 chours.
Command was t0 pass to the 36th Division &% 10 a.pe October 105 '

‘ The 36th Division (less artillery, 1(1d signal battalion, and Tlst
Brlgade) at the time of receipt of General Crder No, 41, 2d- D1v1s1on,
~waé in the area Suippes-Souain. The 72d Brigade and. the lslst Machine-
Gun Battalion were ordered to concentrate during the’ day of Uetober 9 -in
the vicinity of Navarin Farm preparatory to affecting the relief. The
signal battalion was already in this vicinitys Thence conducted by guides

. from the troops to be relleved, they proceeded at N 9 p.ma to thelr

reppective areas.
The 143 d Infantry relleved the 2d Brlgada in 1ts support and reserve
positions, The 24 and. 3d Battallons relieved the 23d Infantry about.

2 kilometers southeast of St. Etienne, south of the S5t.. Etienne-Orfeuil
road and east of the St. Etlenne—Somma—Py road. 'The 1st Battalion took
pos;t:cn near Pylone,

‘ "~ The I44th Tnfuntry relieved the 4th Brlgade. Its lst.Ba tallon re=-
lieved the 6th 4 arines southeast of St. Etienne and west of the St.
Eﬁlenne—Sommen“y ‘road,  The 24 and 3d Batta71ons relieved the 3th Marlqes
’;Jusb north of Bleanc Mont.
' Both reg;men&s stated that they were able to obtadn but 11ttle
information from.the tr00ps relieveds

Companiés ©-and D, 133d “achine Gun Battallon, were attached to the
143G Infantry, and Companles A and B to the 144th Infantry.

The 72d Brigade headguarters were establlshed about li‘kilometers
qouthwest of Somme-Py,-at the former headquarters of the 4th Brigade.

A ‘I‘he relief was completed ty 2.30.a.m Yetover 10, except that the
T3ieh Y chine Gur Battalion did not ‘get - 4dnto positionuntil late the same
" aorning. Company B seems to have been held near headquarters of the Tlst
Trigade, while Company A was sent north of}Medeah Farm as an 1mformat10n
group on tbe rlght of the 14lst Infantrv
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Orders issued by the let French Corps for Yctober 10 comtemplated
the cleaning up by the 36th Division of certain trenches 1,200 meters
north of Stc Etienne. ~This. 0perat10n was t0 cammence at 9¢30 Befe
October 10, and when the orders for it were received at headduarters of
the Blst Brigade the relief of the 2d Division had not bemn completed. )
Thus theorder, if obeyed, would have mecessitated an advance and probably -
~ an attack by the T1st Brlgade and its commanding general, believing his

brigade not sufficiently recovered from its efforts of November 8, went
1o headQuarters of the Zd D1v1smon and had the contenplated attack ab-
andoned.

. The command of the sctor passed from the 2d to the 36th D;vzalon at !
10 a.m, ctober 10, and. the 36th Division headquarters was established
at the former headquarters of the 2d Division at Somﬂm—By. The command-
ing general, 24 D1v131on, and his assistant chief of gtaff, G=3, remain-
ed with the commandlng general, 36th Division, for 24 hours 1onger‘

The 2d Yivisioh (less the units to remain with the 36th Division)® ..
was assembled near Navarzn Farm, whence it marched to the Suippes-Somme
Suippes area, The 34 Brigade marched t0 tillets 4 milometers northeast of
Suippes and the 4th Brigade to the Sulppes-Nantlvet~Somme-Su1ppes area,.
where it passed to the reserve of the Fourth Army. The 2d Division . . .
machine gun units were relieved from dutv with the 36th Division on ”ctober
10 and rejoined thelr divisions-

The opinion held by the French on the operatlons of the. 2d Division
in Champagne is shown by the following extracts:

Up to Octobér 4, at which date the present bulletin is written,
the Fourth Army has pushed its advance up to the objectives of the verVv
hlghest 1mportance. ‘ pplendld American divieion, full of dash and ardor,
the 2d Division,’ UsSs, placed at the dispostion of the 21st Corps on
October 3, made itself mmster of Magsif du Blane Mont, which dominates
the vallev of the Suippeg in rear of the region of Monts’ this conquest
rapiddy brought about tha downfall of Notre Dame des Dhamps and the Grand
Bois de.S5ts Souplete \

The Intelligence Report of the 21lst Corps for Uctober 6 states°

Despite ‘the flénk fire of extremely numerous machine guns, artillery,
and even minenwerfers, both on its right and left flanks, the 2d Division,
U.S, was able to maintain in toto its advance, end thus’'made possible the
advance of the 11th Corsp on the morning of the 5th. to the Hyver Arnes,

The severlty of the flohtlng of the 2d Division is evidenced by
the follow1ng casualty list,; which includes the losses October 2-10,
1nclu91ve" :

i‘
o

¢ ) s .
: v Officers i Enlisted
! : R
Kllled 000-5na.-tq;;;;;;an-¢-a-.t.-..‘.»c...e.-u.;;t. 41 ¢ 685
MlSSlng ﬁlo(tvttltot!'avnoo‘.n"alcvn!ntcnon;o;-.o"-l: 6 s 579
Severely wounded . A 1 48 ! 926
m;gmbrmmmhd”..nlu.“.u.u.“...”.“.n,d 102 y 2,367
GaSSEA <o orras et en e e e ereenae 2 12 L 207
B ¢ - P veeeed § 209 :. 4,771

‘The, d¢v1smon captusfd 1, 963 prisoners,including 48 officers. It
reporte “the capture of 25 guns, 332 machine guns, 20 trench martars,
5 rutitank guno; besides great” ouaﬂtltles of ammunition, ‘tooks, lumber,
51gnal pr0p3"+\, railroad equipinent, eic.
: During its operations neéar Blanme¢ lont the 2d Division was opposed
by the-200%h and 2i3th German Division, both of which were reported to
ba fresh. In addition prisoners were reported to have been captured
from six other division, but it is impossible to asceriain what por-
tlons of these divisions were put into the line. about this time thq@;
Germans commenced to. relnforce wesk places by bringing up whatever
troops they could lay hands on, which evidently accounts for the lrrge
nurber of divisions seemlngly opposed to the 2d DIVlSIOn fr om Ucteher 2 -
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Early in the morning of Ocﬁober 10, unmlstakable sxgns p01nted to
‘a withdrawdl of the enemy along thé entire font of the Fourth Army. In
front of the 21lst Corps enemy batteries were firing at long range, and
batteries previously reported inthe immediate vicinty had not fired’ for
12 hours.  French patrols sent out from the 73d Division had lost touch.
with the. enenw north of Medeah Farm. Later these~patrols reported that.
they had gone 500 meters north of Bemont Chateau without gaining eontact.
The 7th French Division was reported to have advancéed ‘3 kilometers . .
,north of St. Et;enne, where it enoountared flre from 1ts right flank.

4The unxts of the 2d Dzv1S1on whlch remained w1th the 36th Dlviszon
were the 2d F A, Brigade, part of the 2d’ Amminition’ Traln, 2d Engineers,
30 ‘trucks of 24 Supply Tramn, 19 water carts, and certaln ordnance
materxel. ) ; : ,
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The ass;stant Chle of ‘staff, 2d DlVlSlon, 1nforned the lgt Brigade

hat the enemy was evidently retreatlng and ordered energetlc patrolling to
- verify ﬁhls. During thée afternoon indications of the enemy's retreat mul=
tiplied. The French divisions on the flanks of the 36th Division had passed
the front of the 7lst Brigade during 'the morning, but no general attack

was ordered by that brigade, which merely maintained contact. In doing this
{the provlslonal units of the 14lst Infantry made a sllght advance of about
300 meters, which brought its front line %o the unimproved road leadlng due
east from st Etiennd, where they "“dug in". This operation was in the na-
ture of & reconnaissance in force. The. 142d Infantry is reported to have
-gent out patro;s which "met with such heavy enemy fire from the trenches .
north of Sti "Etienne # # # # that ng further advance was attempted,

and throughou+ the renalnder of the day the reglmeat remalned in its posi-
tion".

On Qctober 10, ﬁhe l4lst Infanﬁry reported casualtles of 6 killed and 12
wounded, and theé l42d Infantry, 2 killed and 58 wounded, -

Orders from the R2lst Corps, received by the 36th Division shortl " bew
fore noon on Detober 10, gave information of the enemy's withdrawal and of
the advance of the 73d and 124th French Divisions (the center and right divie
sions of the 21st Corps), and directed the 36%% Division to advance its

‘ lmnes and keep abreast of the 1lth Corps. '

In compllance with the corps order, the 36th Dlv*glon ibsued Fleld
Order No 6, whith directed the advance of the 36th Division to a line even
‘with the French divisions on its flanks.  The attack was to be made at 5
pems October 10 by the 72d 'Brigade, regiments hbreast, which was to pass
through the 7lst Brigade, 443d Infantry on the right and 144th Infantry on
the left, /each regiment in column of battalions. Af er the passage of
the 11nes uhe 71lst Brigade and the 2d Englneera were to coastltuue the .
roserve. o

Arrangements for artillery support were made verbally with the commands
ing officer, - 2d Field Art;llery Brigade, who se regiments, in view of un=
certainly as to the location of both the French and the 7lst Brigade, were
ordered to Communlcate directly Wlbh the infantry and to give then the nece
essary supporta '

| 'The above order (Field’ Order No 8) WAS ClSuT¢butGd and ‘discussed at
division headquarters at about 2 p.m. Qctober 10, the Commanding geaeral
72d Brigade, and hig rerlmental and machlne gun bat allor1commauders be-
ing present"
' The orders of the. commaﬁdlhg general 7o Biigade, are probably Ole
bodied in Field Qrder No 1, 72d Erisade, %o copy of which ¢an be locateds
"~ The attack order of the commdndln& offlcer, 1434, Infantrv au31gned the
2d Battelion as the assaulting batt alloa,' ‘Companies L and 1 to the suppord
. and the lst Battalion to the reserve. Companies T and X, and Cnmpany D,
1334 ifachine Gun BatﬁmllOﬂ. formed the right 1qforuatlon group and a platoon
of Company G plus twe machine guns the left detachment s Tha 144th Infantry
wasg expected to furnish like %troops to the ﬂnterrewlnen al infofrmation Eroup.
The advance gtarted. about 6 pam., delayea, it appears, by artillery
fire during the preparatory arrangements and by the distances separating the
troopss But little progress was made. The 2d and 34 Battalions soon became
1n$ermlnpled with the 14lgt Infantry and their most advanced elements got
only ag far oo the St. Etieune=Scay Farm road, where they dug in, thus pro=-

Iouming to the ve s the Iro t line of the 14lst- TInfantry, which had reached
t, S f;r"; 5 reconul.ance in forces The lst Ba+ta1ﬂoa, in reserve,
Lo reve. U 2 the Yo imental Machine Gun Company nor Company D,

133d HMachine Can Bottalicn nartlcﬁpated in the attack. Gasualtles ln the 143d
Infantry consisted of 8 killed and 83 wounded. o
The 15t Eﬂtmallon, 1446h Infantry, which was on the southwest’ slops '

~of Hill 160, h d during the a.ternoon of October 10, besn ordered to relieve
tae %¢oops of the 1424 Infortry on St. Ftlewne, and Company B was enﬁaﬂad in
this operation when the bautallon commander recesived an order pla