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BCMBZR WEAPON SYSTllM3: IEVELOFMENT AND TESTING 


***************************************** 


'l'}le GRB-36D/RF-84F Composite Test 


On �- October 1955, the Air Force Flight '!'est Center firmad up a Phase IT 


Pe:rto:rma.nee Evaluation of the GRB-36D/RF-84F Pa.re.site Aircraft System which ha.d. 
. '_,., . . : ' 1 


been ,·designated the FICON Project. 


In order to provide the Strategic Air Command with a greater capability in 


long-range photographic reconnaissance and bombL"l.g, an experimental project 


bad.been developed to determine the feasibility of an lm-36D carrying e.n RF-84F 
* ,ff 


in fligut. A GR&-36D bomber was modified to carry an BF-84F fighter a.s a 


parasite. The RF-84F could be released from the GRS-36D in flight, •perform
2 


1ts specia;l mission, return and hook ... up with the mother �hip • ., 


The test program was "authorized by Air Research and Development Command 


Test Directive No. 5498-Fl dated 7 February 1955 an!ll was amended by 5498-F'2 and ' 
3


5498-F3 dated 21 March 1955 a.nd 14 December 1955 �apectively". 
' 


of the 55 ..


Wee teat program was "authorized by Air Research e.nd :D:?velopment Cormna.nd 


Teat Directive No. 5498-Fl dated 7 February 1955.and was amended by 5498-12


and 5498 ... p3 dated 21 March 1955 and 14 December 1955 reS]?ective�. 


'l'he requirement for the Phase IV test 1111was cancelled by teletype �-3-253-E 


on 28 March 1956, but portions of the test whieh were feasible to perform during 


the atructura.J.. test • • . were authorized and requested•. 
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2. Ibid.
3. Hq, AFFl'C, .. A.Wre-TN ... 56-17: GRS-36D Limited Pha.se·IV Performance Evaluation•,


Jun 56, p. l; see SD "TN" in Vol. 9, this history. (Hereinafter cited as 


An'TC-u:17
. ) 
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